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THE DAY AT INDY
Safurday
ROOKIES—Geoff Brabham (New-
port Beach) and Josela Garza (Mex|-
co) passed rookle fests,
FASTEST—Pancho Carter
(Brownsburg, Ind.), Lightning-Cos-
worth, 181125 m.p.h. Garza, Penske-
Cosworth, 180.9, Brabham, Penske-
Cosworth, 1799,

1981 Indy 500: Sat 5-2-81 Top Practice doctaeor
Speeds Apr 26, 2026
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THE DAY AT INDY
Sunday

FASTEST—AI Unser (Albuquerque,
N.M.), Longhorn-Cosworth, 190.395
Bill Alsup (Woodstock, V1.), Penske-
Cosworth; Bob Lazier (Colorado
Springs), 185912 Geoff Brabham
(Newport Beach), Penske-Cosworth,
183.973; Joseie Garza (Mexico),
Penske-Cosworth, 182.371.

ROOKES—Lazier passed driver’s
test and is eligible for qualifying Sat-
urday.

1981 Indy 500: Sun 5-3-81 Top Practice Clipped By.
Speeds Apr 26,2026
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Speedwa'y’s Top 10

Pos -Car No. Driver Loeed
I —~No. ] Bobby Unser 197 N8
1—-No 6 Rick Mears 195 W)
4 —~No. | Johnny Ruthertorg : ) |
§<No 7 Bill Alsup ALAMTN
6 — No.20 Gordon Johncock 9.

71 -No § PanchoCarter 187 89?
f - N0oJ5S BobLatier | 187110
$-No. 2 TomSneve e =lis A 185912
10--No % DonWhittington = . 18579

1981 Indy 500: Mon 5-4-81 Top Practice docfcl)ir[i)rl?j;lj;))g
Speeds Apr 26, 2026
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9%
Speedway’s Top 10

Pos Car No. Driver S peed

|~ No. 3 Bobby Unser 197.N5

7 - No & Rick Mears 195.993

J - NoB#8 Al Jnser 192 .9¢7

¢ - No | Johnny Rutherford 192.4)

5~ No. 7 Bill Alsup 191183

6 No.20 Gordon Johncock 189 953

! ~No 5 Pancho Certer 187.097

- Nod5 BobLazier 187.110

¥ -No 2 TomSneva 185912

10 — No 91 Don Whittington 185758
1981 Indy 500: Tue 5-5-81 Top Practice docf('jﬁggjsiﬁ
Speeds Apr 26, 2026
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Auto Racing

THE DAY AT INDY
Wednesday

FASTEST—Mario Andretti (Na-
zareth, Pa.), Wildcat-Cosworth, 1943
m.p.h; Bobby Unser (Albuguerque,
N.M.), Penske-Cosworth, 193.715 Gor-
don Johncock (Hastings, Mich,),
Wildcat-Cosworth, 193.423; Rick
Mears (Bakersfield), Penske-Cos-
worth, 192.26& Johnny Rutherford
(Fort Worth), Chaparral-Cosworth,
191.652 Al Unser tAIbucim&uo. N.M.),
Longhorn-Cosworth, 189.633; Danny
Ongals (Costa Mesa), Interscope-
Cosworth, 188.560; A.J. Foyt (Hous-
ton), Coyote-Cosworth, 184,237,

ROOKIES—=Tom Klausler com-
leted first half of driver’s test. Steve
Elnnr l!loomln%i:n. ind.) became

the 28th rookle fo be assigned a car.,

1981 Indy 500: Wed 5-6-81 Top Practice Clipped By:

doctorindy500
Speeds Apr 26, 2026
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Speedway Top 10

| — Bobby Unser mns
Norton Spirit PC-98 Cosworth No. )

1~ Rick Mears 195
Goula Charge PC 98 Cosworth No 6

J— Marwo Andret 194 300
STP O Treatment Wildcat VIl Cosworth No. 4

4 — Gordon Johncock 193.42)
STP O Treatment Wildcat VI Cosworth No. 20

§ — Al Unser 1.9
Longhorn Cosworth No 88

6 — Johnny Ruthertord .
Pennzoil Chaparral Cosworth No |

7 — Bill Alsop (ILIRTS |
ABDick PC.98 Cosworth No 7

§ — Gordon Smiley 18050
STP Ol Trea'men! Wildca! VI Cosworth No &0

* — Danny Ongais 188 504
Interscope Interscope Cosworth No 2§

10 — Pancho Carter "
Alex Foods PC.7 Cosworth No §

Includes eleciriceye ''med laps only

1981 Indy 500: Wed 5-6-81 Top Practice Clipped By:

. doctorindy500
Speeds Combined Apr 26, 2026
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DAY AT INDY
Thursday

FASTEST—Mario Andretti (Na-
zareth, Pa.), Wildcat-Cosworth,
195.143 m.p.h; Gordon Johncock
(Coldwater, Mich.), Wildcat-Cos-
worth, 194.847; Bobby Unser (Albu-
querque, N.M.), Penske-Cosworth,
194, Johnny Rutherford (Fort
Worth), Chaparral-Cosworth, 193.590;
Danny Ongais (Costa Mesa), Infer-
scope-Cosworth, 193296 A. J. F%

1912. )*

(Houston), Coyote-Cosworth,
Gordon Smiley (Gmlna. ex.),
Wildcat-Cosworth, 1| ; Don Whit-
tington (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.),
March-Cosworth, 190.799.

CRASH—BIlly Engelhart (Madison,
Wis.) escaped Injury when he spun
exiting turn ), slid more than 500 feet
and hit wall twice Iin his McLaren.

ROOKIES—Tom Klausier (North-
fleld, Mich.), Phil Krueger (Fuller-
ton) and Patrick Bedard (New York)
passed driver’s test and are among 12
rookies eligible to attempt to qualify
Saturday.

1981 Indy 500: Thu 5-7-81 Top Practice Clipped By:

doctorindy500
Speeds Apr 26, 2026
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Speedway Top 10

LD ......ciiBencsb ittt et wIns
Norton Spirit Penske PC-98/Cosworth No. 3

U « .« ¢ i cinbonite sais ookl S L %)
Gould Charge Penske PC-98/Cosworth m

3 Mario Andretti Wl
STP Oil Treatment Wildcat vuucm &

4 Gordon Johncock ?
STP Oil Treatment Wildcat vlllfcm Ho.

S Johnny Ruthertord . 19).5%0
Pennzoil Chaparral/Cosworth No |

6 Danny Ongals L 190M™
Interscooe Interscope’ Cosworth No 28

’ Al Unser . 192 %7
Longhorn LMnimem No. 88

8 Gordon Smiley . . L 1N
Intermedics Wildca! VIlllCuwlh No. &0

9 A) Foyt 1w
Gilmore-Valvoline cmxmm No. 14

10 Bill Alsup 191,143

ABDick Penske PC.98/Cosworth No 7
NOTE: Only electric eye-time laps are Included.

1981 Indy 500: Thu 5-7-81 Top Practice 1o lpped By
. octorindy500
Speeds Combined Apr 26, 2026
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THE DAY AT INDY
Friday

FASTEST—Bobby Unser (Albu-
querque, N.M.), Penske-Cosworth,
199.510; Rick Mears (Bakersfield),
Penske-Cosworth, 199.500; Mario An-
drettl (Nazareth, Pa.), Wildcat-Cos-
worth, 198.719; Danny Ongais (Costa
Mesa), Interscope-Cosworth, 197.109;
Gordon Johncock (Colwater, Mich.),
Wildcat-Cosworth, 197.585 A.J). Foyt
(Houston), Coyote-Cosworth, 196.463
Mike Mosley (Fallbrook), Eagle-Che-
vr. 196.249; Gordon Smiley (Grape-
vine, Tex.), Wildcat-Cosworth, 1 .
Johnny Rutherford (Fort Worth),
194.342 and 191.570 in backup car; Bill
Alsup (Woodstock, Vi.), Penske-Cos-
worth, 193.590; Josele Garza (Mexico),
Penske-Cosworth, 192.061.

1981 Indy 500: Fri 5-8-81 Top Practice Clipped By:

doctorindy500

Speeds Apr 26, 2026
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Speedway Top Ten

| Bedbby Umser .5
Norton Spirit Penske PC 98/ Coawor™ No )

1. Rick Meany 1 50
Gould Charge Penske PC P8/ Cosworth No. &

3 Mariwo Andrett mn
STP O Treatment Wigce! V1 Coswort™h No &

4 Gordon Johncock 197,508
S5TP O Treatment Wildca! Vi Cosworth No 20

' Denny Ongan "7e
Interscope Inferscope Coswort No 2%

¢ Mike Mosiey %00
Peosi Challenger Eagie Chevrolet No &

1. Gordon Smiley 1945048
Intermedics Wilgcat VIII/Cosworth No &0

 Johnny Rythertord 1.
Pennpod Chaparral Cosworth No |

* Bl Alsup 1.5
ABDick Pensie PC 98 Coswor™ No 7

19, Al Unser mw
Longhorn Longhorn Coswort™ No 88

1981 Indy 500: Fri 5-8-81 Top Practice doc‘t’;iggjjs%’;
Speeds Combined Apr 26, 2026
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Qualifving order
Pos. Car Driver 2 17  Patrick Bedard
| 2 Tom Sneva 30 72 Mike Chandler
2 25 Danny Ongais 31 5  Geoff Brabham
314 AJ Fowt 32 8 Gary Bettenhausen
1 % Larry Cannon 33 46  Rich Vogler
5 45  Harry MacDonald 3 3 Bobby Unser
6 69 Joe Saldana 35 4 Paul Leffler
7 % Tom Bigelow 36 40  Mario Andrett)
8. 1  Johnny Rutherford 1789  Phil Krueger
915  Bill Tempero 38 57  John Martin
10 38  Jerry Karl 33 99 Larry Cannon
11 8 Al Unser 40 31 Larry Dickson
122 Dick Simon 41 %4 Bill Whittington
13 65  Jerry Miller 42 4  Bill Vukovich
14 75  Pancho Carter 43 66  Roger Rager
15 21  Tim Richmond 4 18  Gary Bettenhausen
16 37  Scott Brayton 4533  Vern Schuppan
17 81  Sheldon Kinser 4 8 Jim Buick
I8 49 Skip Mead 47 98  Roger Mears
19 7 Bill Alsup 48 32  Kevin Cogan
20 51 Tom Klausler 499 16  Tony Bettenhausen
21 60  Gordon Smiley 5 61  Johnny Rutherford
2. 5 Pancho Carter 51 20 Gordon Johncock
2 92  John Mahler 52 83 Steve Krisiloff
24 22 Herm Johnson 33 70 Dennis Firestone
25 91 Don Whittington M 48 Mike Mosley
2. 23  Jim McElreath %5 6 Rick Mears
27 64 Steve Chassey % 29  Bill Engelhart
B 55  Josele Garza 57.35  Bob Lazier
—_—

1981 Indy 500: Sat 5-9-81 Qualifying Order Clipped By:

doctorindy500
Apr 26, 2026
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198

500-Mile Race Qualification Scorecard

CAR NO._ DRIVER AND CAR IST LAP 2D LAP 0 LAP ITH LAP

LAP AVG

IST LAP

D LAP

LAP AVG.

] AT RUTHERFORD
Chaparral Cosworth

TOM SNEVA
Phoenix-March/ Cosworth

..® BOBBY UNSER
+4) Penske PC-98/Cosworth

"l NO DRIVER
Wildeat /Casworth

PANCHO CARTER
Penske PC-7/Cosworth

s RICK MEARS
Penske PC-9B/Cosworth

BILL ALSUP
T Penske PC-98/Cosworth

acmmmm

'0 DANNY 074.'..\5

12

1‘ Al PD\‘I‘

é

Eagle/Volker
15 mm iy vt

‘s TONY n;rmmtm

11 taTeson

GARY BETTENHAUSEN
13 Lightning/ Turbo Chevy

19 B

Penske PC-7/Cosworth

2 P P Coowortn

2 DICK SIMON
Watson/Cosworth

2 PR

o4 R

25 DANNY ON(LA;IS’“"

I e

21 Vo

” Laghlm;:v[‘rrwn!ol

2 et

30 LARRY DICKSON
IAM/Cosworth

31 LARRY DICKSON
Penske PC-7/Cosworth

37 KEVIN COGAN
Phoenix/Cosworth

VERN SCHUPPAN
ﬁ McLaren/Cosworth

SPIKE GEHLHAUSEN
Eagle/Cosworth

35 BOB LAZIER
Penske PC-7/Cosworth

3 MIKE MOSLEY
Eagle/Chevrolet

| NO DRIVER
| is NO DRIVER
Coyote/Chevrolet

3 SCOTT BRAYTON
Penske PC$/Cosworth

JIM BUICK
Eagle/Chevrolet

JERRY KARL
McLaren-Karl/Chevrolet

s BOB HARKEY
Antares/ Offy

39 JERRY KARL
\1:1.1rml\nr [Chevrolet

40 Ve e
V-‘tldul |Cosworth

89 ER e

Schiee, Turbo Chevy

‘I ;?ngm‘gr?vmrm ” m;m
4 Bm}&tmm s mm
/Cosworth

Mmmr(:u:vnﬂh n mm(ﬂy
“ Gmnﬂgm Chevy l"mw’ m','ﬁl

HARRY MacDONALD BILL WHITTINGTON

Lola/ Cosworth March/Cosworth

Videabs " ViacaDeS
41 B, 0 Lo
“ l‘adz.‘ﬂmmlel " B%wm .
ﬁ Fetehe PCH Cowerth ” Peteke BT Comworth =
m TOM KLAUSLER -

—_—

. i i Clipped By:
1981 Indy 500: Sat 5-9-81 Qualification doctorl?r?dyso)[;
Scorecard Apr 26, 2026
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A.J. FOYT
14 — Valvoline-Gilmore

COYOTE/COSWORTH

4537 198369
4565 197.152
46.01 195610
46.57 193.257

Totals
30360 19.078

GORDON SMILEY
60 — Intermedics

WILDCAT/COSWORTH

4653 193.424
46.58 193.216
:46.69 192.761
46.74 19255

Totals
" 3:06.54 192988

TOM BIGELOW
56 — Genesee Beer Wagon
PENSKE PC-7/CHEVY
: 4787 188.009
4776 188.442
4769 188.719
4787 188.009

Totals
 3:11.19 188.2%4

FIRST ROW

JOHNNY RUTHERFORD
1 — Pennzoil
CHAPARRAL /COSWORTH

‘L 4608 195313
] 4605 195440
604 195482
4608 195313

Totals
IM2B 195387

-
-

7w

SECOND ROW

AL UNSER
88 —
LONGHORN/COSWORTH

4647 193673
46.65 192926
46.72 192637
:46.96 191652
Totals
3.0680 192.719

N
THIRD ROW

HERM JOHNSON
28 — Menard LBR

LIGHTNING/CHEVY-VE

4797 187617
4794 187.735
4863 185.071
49.14 183.150

Totals
3:13.68 185.874

200 Qualifiers

BILL ALSUP

7 — A.B. Dick Pacemaker
PENSKE PCYR/COSWORTH
46.32 194301
4633 194259
4681 192.267
4692 191816

Totals
30638 19314

PANCHO CARTER

5 — Alex Foods
PENSKE/COSWORTH
4703 191.367
47.15 190.880
47.07 191.205
4721 190.638

Totals
3:08.46 191.022

TIM RICHMOND

21 — UNO-Guarantee Auto-

WTTV
PENSKE PC.7/COSWORTH

4839 185.989
48.50 185.567
4870 184.805
:48.68 184.881

Totals
3:1427 185.309

1981 Indy 500: Sat 5-9-81 Qualifying

Results

Clipped By:
doctorindy500
Apr 26, 2026
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Qualifving order
vy Don Whittington S - S
3 3 Billy Engelhart

22 Jim McElreath 3 35 Bob Lazer

31 8 Steve Chassey

LS Gt END OF FIRST DRAW
517 Patrick Bedard 3187 Bob Harkey

§ 3  Geoff Brabham 1279 Pete Halsmer
7.8  Gary Bettenhausen 3.3 Spike Gehlausen

9 % Rich Volger W12 Jerry Sneva

10 3 Bobby Unser 35 7 Michael Chandler
11 4 Greg Leffler BREAK IN LINE
1240 Mario Andretti % % Larry Cannon
138  Phil Krueger 37 2 Tom Sneva

457  John Martin 38 4  Gary MacDonald
159 Larry Cannon 39 6 Joe Saldana

16.31  Larry Dickson 40 25  Danny Ongias
1794  Bill Whittington 41.75  No driver

18. 42  Bill Vukovich 2. 15 Billy Tempero
1918  Gary Bettenhausen 4 47 Phil Caliva

20 33 Vern Schuppan #4438  Jerry Karl

21 8  Jim Buick 6.2  Dick Simon

2 32 Kevin Cogan % 65  Jerry Miller

23. 16  Tony Bettenhausen 47.37  Scott Brayton
2420 Gordon Johncock 48 81  Sheldon Kinser
25 53  Steve Krisiloff 49 51  Tom Klausler

2% 70 Dennis Firestone 30 49  Chip Mead

2748 Mike Mosley 51. 72 Michael Chandler
3

1981 Indy 500: Sun 5-10-81 Qualifying Clipped By:

doctorindy500
Order Apr 26, 2026
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1981 500-Mile Race Qualification Scorecard -

The Indianapolis Star (Indianapolis, Indiana) - Sun, May 10, 1981 - Page

U SRR

53 Eagiefoﬂy

HARRY MacDONALD

CAR N0, DRIVER AND CAR IST LAP D LAP D LAP iTH LAP LAP AVG. AR NO. DRIVER AND CAR IST LAP D LAP D LAP ATH LAP LAP “’é
1 St 1195.313( 195.440] 195.482{195.313]195.387 || 52 S,
- 2 rl'(?)l“rmsl\‘sl‘z:rh Cosworth 53 th ;
Pershe PCOB Cosworth B o Comworth :
NodaCemmorth 00 oo P rmworth §
b R PR 191.367] 190.880| 191.205{190.638 191.02% Tontke PCTChestlet 188.009 | 188.442| 188.719(188.009| 1
) ﬂ%‘mh 51 Ao
Pertke P48, Cosvorth 194.301] 194.259| 192.267(191.816(193.154| Eaperchery
et B9 Prreke P Comworth :
10 D ovcas B0 SOt . [193.424] 193.216{ 192.761]192.555{192.988
12 o Coeworth 1 Bapaveirommorth &
14 & tomwortn 198.369| 197.152| 195.610193.257]196.078 ||| 62 EWiie H
Is BILLTWE!D m/l!.kmm‘rl;lw'\ !
A mmm ¢ [ R e :
F1 1T D 6 FEm, 1
[ 18 s L 5
£ 19 B 61 NeiSren Chevroet ;
HE R B8 Poneae e Cosworth
§ 2 R‘Ln%'c“%f’c‘mm 185.989] 185.567| 184.805[184.881185.309 [[ll[ 69 &antanrs
HD . 10 Peacie vescommorts
E 4] N*EF‘Wh IR
U e o ERo X T2 Ve he Commorth
O e et 13 Pl B coswortn
ug:?fx'?;m“ 1‘ ;eomhnw?vammh ? 7
I 15 BiNane Convortn '
- Lahumig/chenoiet 187.617| 187.735( 185.071|183.150185.874 ||| TT Mtirencooworn
200 Bh o ; T8 Preese Pesiomvorth
30 LARRY Dickso 19 Peke e oawortn :
31 By KN in . 80 Lo coomorin i1
3 AT Bl onicammor A
] B Mo B2 oeicomorn 3
I 83 B
35 Pomke R Cosworth ‘ SoeiCopworth 2
35 isE Nosuty 85 Somre et B
L 31 PE Rn 86 Eiee creveokt & |
“' Mmm 81 mw :‘
: A aren it Chevrolet BB Lhsnorn Coswortn 192.719
: e B9 Eheeerae : £
] Nerienh Coporth 90 Mont oo
51" §) Lo J g1 M :
: Arvatrong Cosworth [l 92 m’%ﬂﬂy
i
!

BILL WHITTINGTON
Lola/Cosworth “amthmwm
ANNON
Wideau D63 95 WSS
PHIL LARRY CANNON
; Mcl.lnﬂévle‘mlﬁ Wildcat/DGS
B s‘ NO DRIVER
“ mamma Lightning/ Chevrolet
CHIP MEAD ROGER MEARS
/Cosworth sa King/Chevrolet
LARRY CANNON
B0 oo A Bt Benske P omrth
5‘ TOM KLAUSLER
Schkee/Turbo Chevy

1981 Indy 500: Sun 5-10-81 Qualification Clipped By:

doctorindy500
Scorecard Apr 26, 2026
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THE DAY AT INDY
Tuesday

FASTEST—Danny Ongais (Santa
Ana), Interscope-Cosworth, 200.000
m.p.h;, Mario Andretti (Nazareth,
Pa.), Wildcat-Cosworth, 199.600; Bob-
by Unser (Albuquerque, N.M),
Penske-Cosworth, 199.159; Bill Whit-
tington (Fort Lavuderdale, Fla.),
March-Cosworth, 197.41); Don Whit-
tington (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.),
March-Cosworth, 195.016; Gordon
Johncock (Coldwater, Mich.), Wild-
cat-Cosworth, 193673 Mike Mosle
(Fallbrook), Eagle-Chevy, 193.133;
Gordon Smiley (Grapevine, Tex),
Wildcat-Cosworth, 191.799.

CRASHES—Rookie Phil Caliva
(Hermosa Beach) had fo be pried
from his car but escaped with only a
deep bruise on his thigh after hitting
wall in fturn No. 1 in his McLaren-
Chevy; rookie Phil Krueger (Fuller-
fon) escaped Injury when his Eagle-
Chevy slid on grlu and hit inside
wall at furn No.

1981 Indy 500: Tue 5-12-81 Top Practice

Speeds

Clipped By:
doctorindy500
Apr 26, 2026
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THE DAY AT INDY
Friday

FASTEST—Bobby Unser (Albu-
qunyluo, N.M.), Penske-Cosworth,
201 m.p.h; Tom Sneva (Spokane,
Wash.), March-Cosworth, 199.690;
Danny Ongails (Santa Ana), Infer-
scope-Cosworth, 197,932 Mike Mosl!
(Fallbrook), Eagle-Chevy, 195.694
Gordon Johncock (Colwater, Mich.),
Wildcat-Cosworth, 191.098 (backv
car); Bob Lazier (Vall, Colo.),
Penske-Cosworth, 191.611. Notfe: A fo-
tal of 63 cars were on the track, mak-
Ina it busiest day ever at Indy.

OOKIES—Steve Kinser (Bloom-
Il:ﬂion, Ind.) passed his driver's test
but a half-hour later he did a half
spin In turn No. 1 and slid 600 feet
into wall; he escaped injury.

1981 Indy 500: Fri 5-15-81 Top Practice Clipped By:
Speeds Apr 26,2026

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers .com. All Rights Reserve d.



News
by <Blancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/106124047/

The Indianapolis Star (Indianapolis, Indiana) - Sat, May 16, 1981 - Page

14

Downloaded on Apr 26, 2026

Pos.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
pX]

2
26
2

<R ]

SEE82E8B8YER

46
17
4
49
50
51

| 8

_

| 57
5]
t 59

4.

} 2

Order of qualif.\‘ing

Car Driver
23 Spike Gehlhausen

2 64 Steve Chassey
3 55 Josele Garza

17 Patrick Bedard

5. 50 Geoff Brabham

8 Gary Bettenhausen
46 Rich Vogler
3 Bobby Unser
4 Greg Leffler
40 Wally Dallenbach
89 Phil Krueger
57 John Martin
99 Larry Cannon
31 Larry Dickson
42 Bill Vukovich
18 Johnny Parsons
33 Vern Schuppan
86 Jim Buick
32 Kevin Cogan
16 Tony Bettenhausen
20 Gordon Johncock
53 Steve Krisiloff
70 Dennis Firestone
48 Mike Mosley
6 Rick Mears
29 Bill Engelhart
35 Bob Lazier
End of Pole Eligibles
87 No Driver
79 Pete Halsmer
2T Tom Sneva
74 Mike Chandler
End of Guaranteed Attempts

9% No Driver

2 Tom Sneva
91 Don Whittington
45 Harry MacDonald
25 Danny Ongais

75 No Driver

15 Bill Tempero

38 Jerry Karl

22 Dick Simon
65 Jerry Miiler

37 Scott Brayton

81 Sheldon Kinser
51 Tom Klausler

49 Chip Mead

72 No Driver

92 John Mahler

94 Bill Whittington
95 Dick Ferguson
66 Roger Rager

71 Bab Frey

4 No Driver

93 John Mahler

68 No Driver

98 Roger Mears

63 Ken Hamilton

84 No Driver

24 Joe Saldana

90 No Driver

1981 Indy 500: Sat 5-16-81 Qualifying

Order

Clipped By:
doctorindy500
Apr 26, 2026
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NO. DRIVER AND CAR

IST LAP

D LAP

ATH LAP

= * JOHNNY RUTHERFORD
- (Chaparral /Cosworth

195.313

2D LAP
195.440

195.482

195.313

IST LAP

2D LAP

3D LAP

ATH LAP

LAP AVG.

TOM SNEVA
Phoenix-March/ Cosworth

- BOBBY UNSER
¥ Penske PC-9B/Cosworth

NO DRIVER
Wildcat/Cosworth

PANCHO CARTER
Penske PC-7/Cosworth

191.367

190.880

191.205

190.638

191,022}

s RICK MEARS
Penske PC-9B/Cosworth

188.009

188.442

188.719

188.009

188.294

Il 51 xS usm

BILL ALSUP
Penske PC-98/Cosworth

194.301

194.259

192.267

191.816

98 ESToe

a GARY BETTENHAUSEN
Lightrung/ Cosworth

193.154)

59 DICK FERGUSON
Penske PC6/Cosworth

I DANNY ONGAIS
Interscope/Cosworth

|| 60 REeTtar

193.424

193.216

192.761

192.555

192.988

12 :ﬂ DRIVER

s‘ JOHNNY RUTHERFORD

J farch/Cosworth I Chaparral/Cosworth
1] & worn 198.369 | 197.152| 195.610 193.257196.078 W 02 R

I BILL TEMPERO
McLaren/Chevrolet

I 53 KEN HAMIL
Riley/Chevrolet

TON

I TONY BETTENHAUSEN
McLaren/Cosworth

“ STEVE CHASSEY
Eagle /Chevrolet

l] r?mlﬁh DARD

55 JERRY MILLER
Kingfish/ Chevrolet

D
Offy
JOHNNY PARSONS
Is Lightung T\i!}m a\“\)

[

Is NO DRIVER
Eagle/ Offy

51 mm.«

GORDON JOHNCOCK NO DRIVER
Penske PC-7/ Cosworth Penske PC-9/Cosworth
TR 185.989 | 185.567 | 184.805 184.881/185.309 [l{|| B9 {immapcosmorn

DICK SIMON
Watson/ Cosworth

10 DENNIS FIRESTONE
Penske PC6/Cosworth

e

23 SPIKE GEHLHAUSEN
Penske PC4/Cosworth

11 ERoRy

2 oF g
NGALS

12 N e oy

‘3 :’,:k, PC-7/Cosworth

2 T

T4 g aNDLER

21 BILL PUTERBAUGH
Vollstedt/ Offy

15 Y Cosworn

2 HERM JOHNSON
Lightrung/Chevrolet

187.617

187.735

185.071

183.150

185.874

18 STENE KR vorn

29 BILLY ENGELHART
McLaren Cosworth

19 PETE HALSMER
Penske PC-7/Casworth

30 LARRY DICKSON
AM Cosworth

w m‘ﬁ:ﬁﬂ%mmh

aI LARR K
Penske PC-7/Cosworth

al SHELDON KINSER
Longhorn/Cosworth

REVIN COGAN
Phoeruix/ Coswortt

82 300MER

83 NO DRIVER

Lar Eagle Offy
BOB 1 NO DRIVER
35 Pensk 7/Cosworth 85 Coyote/Chevrolet
35 MIKE MOSLEY as Ji}é\aln’tghcx |
Eag e\VTolet ie/Chevrolet

37 SCOTT BRAYTON
Penske PC-6Cosworth

81 et

—

et

JERR
38 JERRYKARL e

as AL UNSER
Longhorn/ Cosworth

193.673

192.926

192.637

191.652

192.719

39 o

“ PHIL KRUEGER
Eagle/Chevrolet

40 2 e

go DON WHITTINGTON
March/Cosworth

“_;\‘:._ -[THF\‘ l‘,.l.cA 3

DON WHITTINGTON
91 March/Cosworth

42 BILL VUKOVICH
Watson Offy

92 me‘ 1Oty

43 }ll_-_nm\'rn e

93 B

GREG LEFELEI
TR

0 BT

‘5 HARRY MacDONALD
Lola/ Cosworth

95 Rideros ™

8 nome

B

48 MIKE MOSLEY
Eagle/Chevrolet

91 tonmwmmm

4g CHIP MEAD
Eagle/Cosworth

ga Klu!%d

50 GEOFF BRABHAM
Penske PC-9/Cosworth

g LARRY CANNON
Penske PC-7/Cosworth
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300 Qualifiers

FIRST ROW

MIKE MOSLEY AL FONT

8 — Pepsi Challenge 14 — VabvolineGilmare

[y -
WM T N 6N e Ll
e owoe 65 197 56 9
B m 6T 197 il 1560

LAU L3 “5 mm "
Totals. Te
E R a6 W ¢ 100 1w

GARY BETTENHAUSEN

Longhorn I—mlﬂ
war e rm m #6196
585 19208 15 1908 S 19174
w1 G s 42l 1068
61 62 rm 10638 um 189 44

Totals
0 1079 nul e Il‘lll 10870
Hm ROW
KEVIN COGAN (R)

2 — 0'Connell Racing n-!un,—nwnm e Q—uumnp

Frounn oot “PRRIRE P rHEVT
N 1068 L . a5 s
ww me o 176 18802
M W1 745 189673 T8 BT
w0 1 s ] an s

R

Totals i Totals

3100 109 444 - e i ERERTE
&9
SIXTH ROW

GEOFF BRABHAM (R TONY BETTENHAUSEN (R} STEVE KRISILOFF
50— Pachie/Garza/Essa 16— Provini Veal 5 Prachie/Carsa/Esso

easxs pe s covmont mirencoamonte Sexen pricotwenn

wo W uu won
T 188877
¥ WO 1M @ imm
ln L8] un ms-

Totals
:usn wos :lm Lllm

SEVENTH ROW
VERN SCHUPPAN LARRY DICKSON HERM JOHNSON

1 — Red Roof Inns 31 — Machinist Union 28 — Menard LER
B W65 wy e an men
@ 1610 B 18T
an W FERTI s mon
P G e uu e uu rae)
Totals "
IR@ s un i n aun e
,
E!f“]l’l ROW
BILLY ENGLEHART
 — Beaudoin Racing --n-un:u - ummnunuz Aute
AR COINRTH P cowoRTH
Bo s 10 10710 L
FERTE 85 1581
e 18578 TR r i
FEgTT 8 M6 ry oo
Totals Totals
110 157D 108 10 su
= L 3
NINTH ROW
TOM SNEVA DANNY ONGAIS RICK MEARS
12 — BigoottiCotter — Interscope Racing # = Gould Charge
o commsern ot Pkt
Has mam | Wl 2000 AR 194570
“n 4532 196 568 HM 1427
600 2000 58 196164 4857 19125
619 19159 1. 4631 194081
Totals Totals
(EXEET 1010 e 365 10

u-uu— --nu-a.m-u

cm wm e
g no m-
b i ull!
'“
{ 10 > [ETRTT,
a it

. o
_
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Order of qualifying

POS. CAR DRIVER 15 9% Larry Cannon

. B BillTempero 15 &4 No Driver

T JerryKarl 17 o Larry Cannon

3 8 PhilKrueger 13 63 Roy Hamulton

e DickSimon 19 g3 Greg Leffler

Bt Spike Gehlhausen 99 17 Jerry Sneva

6 ¥ ScottBrayton 31 ¢4 Steve Chassey

7 4 NoDriver 2 13 Johnny Parsons

8 A JoeSaldana 23 Bill Vuckovich

9. %9 Bill Whittington 94 65 Jerry Miller

10. 51 TomKlausler 95 g7 Phil Caliva

g g Jdr:'o Driver 25 71 Bob Frey

3 9 Johan lahlerimu g 6 Harry MacDonald

4 %8 RogerMears 28. 66 Roger Rager

—_—
1981 Indy 500: Sun 5-17-81 Qualifying doctomayson
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1981 500-Mile R lificati
1 500-Mile Race Qualification Scorecard
CAR NO. DRIVER AND CAR IST LAP 2D LAP 3D LAP 4TH LAP LAP AVG. AR NO.  DRIVER AND CAR IST LAP 2D LAP 3D LAP ITH LAP LAP AVG.
1 SsEA™  1195.313(195.440] 195.482]195.313]195.387 || 52 WENE,
¥ mm.m 182.778] 184.615] 183.187]184.6531183.805 ] 187.071| 186.877| 186.413[186.528(186.722
-3 e 200.714) 201.342] 200.758 [199.380/200.546 || 54 NoMNER .
g k. T . 195.440] 195.313| 195.695(193.966/195.101
§ o 191.367| 190.880] 191.205]190.638[191.022 TumcEoy 188.009] 188.442| 188.719/188.009]188.294
- B R [194.570[194.217] 193.257 [194.091(194.018 || 51 s 178.536| 178.820 177.130(176.160(177.655
T BN e | 194.301] 194.259] 192.267[191.816(193.154 ||| 58 Eoirey
B famvmermvnuseN  1191.693] 191.734] 190.638[189.434/190.870 || 59 PkrERGRON..,
O e = 193.424] 193.216] 192.761/192.555/192.988
112 B 202.429 201.207| 200.000[199.159(200.691 |{{| 61 2oy, rmenrors
18 & oty 198.369{ 197.152 195.610[193.257/196.078 [[if| 62 FoonvEr
15 e, iy
16 Iy eemmmsey — 1187.149 [ 186.838] 187.344 [186.722]187.013 [l 64 Forcase
1] DI 85 ovion e
| . B6 hocer sacen,
| 19 Eeiony [
= 197.239]194.217] 194.637[195.652195.429 [l[ 68 PoSN3EH convors
12 o e mrih 185.989 185.567| 184.805[184.881]185.309 [llf| B9 {hamarcoumorn
120 P 10 e 187.110 185.261 | 185.797|184.653/185.701
23 Mn&iimm “ !‘allelt)ﬂy
124 s 12 A, QuMDLER
. 200.401 198.588] 196.164]195.695[197.694 [[ll| T3 E2LAE uers ‘-
5 T4 AR UNDLER 186.291 | 187.539 | 188.403|188.048/187.568| |
2 T 15 NoRRIER verts
28 e m oo 187.617] 187.735/ 185.071]183.150[185.874 [lI| T8 STEfE KER o
. BT 185.874] 185.376/ 185.759[186.027/185.759 |l 19 m."pﬁ?aﬂ‘m 188.600 187.617| 188.009]186.606(187.705
T 80 fLye
LT o s 186.994 | 186.567| 186.143[185.414/186.278 |1 | 81 mw;ggp 189.954 | 190.154 | 189.155|188.561|189.454
[ 732 Pt 190.638 | 189.954| 190.114 [187.110/189.444 [[| 82 e
[ |33 VR Sourra 184.615] 186.104 | 187.813 [187.696[186.548 ||j|| 83 oo™ “
135 oo B comorts 189.713] 189.673] 189.314188.996/189.424 | | 85 E08ER..
30 N B0 e 175.473| 175.063] 175.678]174.351/175.140] |
3 RER, o e |
- B8 Moaneertosvartn 193.673192.926 192.637191.652/192.719 i
YR - B9 CErE ‘
40 sy paamcr 1193 465 193.632] 193.050 [192.020(193.040 ||| 90 PoxvETmncTo™
[T 7. g1 I 191.123] 188.245| 186.606|183.510]187.237
82 mLn 82 1 MAER,
“ Aﬂmlmﬂmﬁnwnrm 53 %@N;%ﬂwvms
W creqierees L WITTINGTON 185.338] 185.452 | 184.653183.899|184.833
| 95 :'é?'%&%m
LTS 96 Wi s>
[ | 49 MmENosLEY 197.628 | 197.585 197.066 [196.292[197.141 [{{l| 97 Jo58NER,
IILEEES 98 RooRRaE
TN 188.600( 187.774| 187.735 [187.852(187.990 [{l|| 99 hmsveanox ., 184.464 | 185.835 | 185.759[186.451/185.624
Car No. 51, driven Iy Martin,
Car No. 88, sy.n- bumped
E:“..u:* gL
. _ _ H H Clipped By:
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200 Qualifiers

BOBBY UNSER
Spirit

3 Norton §
RN

FIRST ROW
MIKE MOSLEY
W~ Pepsi Challenge

1
L.,

BILL ALSUP
7 AB. Dick Pacemaker
st b cOTMOATR
a1 10
463 18425
4681 192257
w0 1908

Totals.
ELE U

KEVIN COGAN (R}

CELTE T

SECOND ROW
1 — Pennzoil
1
b 4608 1950
4605 19 80
%08 15311
Totals.
I 196387
7w/
THIRD ROW

a0 197
4115 190880
4107 190206
4121 1068

Totals
04 190

o
FIFTH ROW
BOB LAZIER

GARY BETTENHAUSEN
8 — Hophins Racing
Liantmimg CommoRTR

L]
RS 101 TH
4121 19068
4151 104
Totals
1061 190870

L N

mmn.w

2 O'Comell Racing 35— Montgomery Ward Auto Cldb 38 — Genesee Beer

an 1w P

A 014
B e

300 ma

EnsnE ChComwoRTH
T4 T
4748 10T
AT 1WA
TR 1S

Totals
3100 194

o o A

om me
a1
T
nrr 184009
HHl 18824

SINTH ROW
GEOFF BRABHAM (R TONY BETTENHAUSEN (R) m'\'r msluorr
50— Puachie Garza/Exso 16— Provini Veal
PRSP OISR T ann coswonr Rt
i men am o an w
G0 W 17T 154 16 88T
0 IR W17 el
2 ol e w1672
S Touk Totals
n I W " 32w {iia Shn
L1} A
il | L
a SEVENTH ROW
VERN SCHUPPAN LARRY DICKSON mu SNEVA
13— Hed Rool Inns 11 — Machinist Union — Bignott-Conter
A cormORTH Pewins me1icormORTH s e
WIS NS LR s e
LE R AN 18 un aa
A8 WM AL 18614
=W T e EER uls i
Totals Totahy
Hnu 186 548 1% Imm zul 20691
= 4 Ot
EIGHTH ROW
IDANNY ONGAIS RICK MEARS SHELDON KINSER
25 — Interscope Racing Charge 1 S Valenie Jeans
InTenicare CoiworTs PRI coimaTA
A0 20401 w2 15 13189854
52 18 R a3 1015
5E 1618 %57 10257 1S 109185
BB 19565 MR cm 168 561
Totals Touls
@10 1964 30655 19018 :mu 189 454
~7
NINTH ROW
ll lni.lllﬁ
a0 910
i
s mio
s |m W
|
TENTH ROW
LTI AN
a5 e an mu
a4 mi
155 1874 o e
am e 818 186800
Totals Totals
3102 19355 LU W

Totals
SRENUE )

ELEVENTIH ROW
SCOTT BRAYTON (R)

L
i wmm =
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Some very fast times were run under
near-racing conditiens. Pole-sitter Bobby
__Unser, who qualified with a four-lap speed
of 200.546 miles per hour, was clocked at
197413 mph, and defending champion
Johnny Rutherford: reached 193.924 mph,
~under his qualifying rate of 195.387, and
Tom Sneva had a speed of 195.397.
Gordon Smiley turned in a lap at 195.143
mph, Mario Andretti was clocked at
193.175 mph, Bill Whittington was 194.594
and his braother Don came in with a 190.638
~ lap. Rick Mears posted 190.516 and A.J.
Foyt 187.421.

1981 Indy 500: Thu 5-21-81 Top Practice Clipped By:
Speeds Apr 26,2026
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FIN-ST Driver

Bobby Unser
Mario Andretti .

Vern Schuppan -

Kevin Cogan ..

Geoff Brabham ... ...
Sheldon Kinser . . ..
Tony Bettenhausen
SteveKrisiloff ........ ......

Gordon Johncock
Dennis Firestone
Bill Alsup .. ..
Mike Chandler .
A.J Foyt. .

Tim Richmond
Jerry Karl

Scott Brayton

Al Unser

Larry Dickson
Bob Lazier

Tom Bigelow
Bill Whittington
Gordon Smiley
Josele Garza
Pete Halsmer
Tom Seeva

Gary Bet'snhausen

Unofficial 500 Finish

Reason Out
running
running
running
running
running
running
running
running
engine failure
engine filure
running
running
running
running
running
accident

running
burned piston
blown engine
blown engine
stall

accident
accident
accident
clutch
broken rod

FINSST Driver Laps  Reason Out
21 21 DannyOngais................. 64 accident

28 10 PanchoCarter ............. .. 62 compression
29 30 TomKlausler........... ok 60 gear box
30 2 RickMears................... 58 pit fire

31 26 DonWhittington ............ . 32 accident
32 5 Johnny Rutherford ............ 25  fuel pump
33 2 MikeMosley.. .......... .... 16  radiator

TIME OF RACE: 3:35:41.78.

AVERAGE SPEED: 139 084.

LAP LEADERS: 1-21, Bobby Unser; 2225, Rutherford:
26-32, B Unser; 33-56, Sneva; 57, Mears; 59-60, B.Unser; 61-
63, Ongais; 6491, Johncock; 9295, B.Unser; 9, Johncock;
97.98. Andretti; 9104, Garza; 105-112, Jdnock 113-118,
B Unser; 119-121, Johncock; 122-125, Andretti; 126-132,
Garza; 133-140, Johncock; 141, B.Umer 142148, Andretti;
149178, B.Unser; 179-181, Johncock; 182-200, B.Unser.

YELLOW LAPS: 57, metalon track; 26-29, Rutherford
tow-in; 3343, Don Whittington hit wall; 67-81, Ongais hit
wall; 130-136, Halsmer hit wall; 140-144, Garza hit wall;
146-151, Smiley hit wall; 152-156, B.Whit tow-in; 162-
165, Bigelow stalled in turn one; 180-184, Foyt tow-in; 185
188, debris on track.

TOTAL YELLOW LIGHTS: 11.

ELAPSED TIME UNDER YELLOW LIGHTS: 1:42.08.
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