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Indy 500 is first phase of Mann's pursuits
By Dave Lewandowski
May 12, 2011
While Midwesterners were completing lunch, Pippa Mann dutifully completed the paperwork for engineers and
exited the stuffy conference room with a broad smile. An hour earlier, she systematically completed all four phases
of the indianapolis 500 Rookie Orientation Program and exited the confines of the No. 36 Conquest Racing car with
a broad smile.
“I really enjoyed it. It surprised me how difficult it was to stay within the limits that were set, especially toward the
end when we put on our second set of tires,” said Mann, who seeks to make her IZOD IndyCar Series debut in the
100th anniversary Indianapolis 500 on May 29. “I went out there and got into a rhythm really quickly because the
new tires have so much grip, but was told to back it down a little. We completed all 35 laps of ROP in 35 laps so the
boss (team owner Eric Bachelart) is happy.
“It was a good first day, and now we can spend some time on the car and spend some time on my fit to get at it
Saturday.”
That’s Opening Day at the Speedway, when the seven ROP participants will be joined on the 2.5-mile ribbon of
asphalt by any/all entrants for a practice session from noon-6 p.m. (ET). The day includes other fan events,
including autograph sessions with Parnelli Jones and Danny Sullivan.
All the ROP participants -- JR Hildebrand (National Guard Panther Racing), James Hinchcliffe (Newman/Haas
Racing), Charlie Kimball (Novo Nordisk Chip Ganassi Racing), Ho-Pin Tung (Schmidt Dragon Racing), James
Jakes (Dale Coyne Racing), Scott Speed (Dragon Racing) and Mann – completed at least three phases of the
exercise. Jakes, driving a race car on an oval anywhere, will complete the fourth phase (10 consistent laps above 215
mph) any time before qualifications May 21.
Hildebrand posted the quickest lap at 221.533 (on Lap 59 of his 68 for the day), while Hinchcliffe recorded the most
laps (101).
Mann has been displaying the work of her orthodontist for the better part of the past month. A race winner and pole
sitter in two years in Firestone Indy Lights, she is unabashedly excited at the prospects.
“At the moment I just break out into a big smile because I’m so thrilled to be given the opportunity to do this with
Conquest Racing,” she said. “For a long time this winter it looked like I wasn’t going to be doing this or doing
anything even after having such a successful test (over the winter at Texas Motor Speedway). That was really
difficult.
“The fact that it finally came together was a huge relief. I’ve had some help back home in England and we’ve been
absolutely unrelenting all winter long. We had a lot of companies we were talking to and thought we had really great
opportunities with, and when it came down to crunch time it got really difficult to persuade anybody to sign the
paperwork and come onboard.”
Sponsorship assistance from a start-up media company called nov.us and a “couple of small investors in England”
got Mann on the track.
“This thing came together so late. Even in Long Beach when the entry list came out and I saw the 36 -- I had been
told that if we could put together the program it would be for me -- I didn’t quite believe it until I got the phone call
on Monday afternoon saying, ‘Hey, come in and sign.’ ’’
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Those types of phone calls are few and far between, but welcome nonetheless.
“I had so much of that this winter that it was so hard to keep believing that we were actually going to do this,” Mann
continued. “At Texas, despite the fact that I hadn’t been there in a Lights car, a lot transferred. I was able to feel
comfortable very quickly, and it felt fairly similar to my Indy Lights car I had been running the previous year, and
that helped me give Conquest Racing a direction for the test. And as we went on we got faster and with better
handling. It was a really positive test, and I’m hopeful the experience in Indy Lights is going to be helpful in the
same way at Indy.”
Mann also is hopeful of extended her number of races – either in the remainder of this season or in 2012 with the
introduction of the next generation car and the INDYCAR rules.
“We thought that was the best way to make the absolute best of the hand we’ve been dealt,” she said. “We’re hoping
that me running at Indy and doing a good job we can expose my name and my brand to more people, and hopefully
some people will like what they see and decide to come onboard with us.”
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Daily Trackside Report - Saturday, May 14
Saturday, May 14, 2011
Welcome to Indianapolis Star Opening Day/Celebration of Automobiles for the 100th Anniversary
Indianapolis 500, the fifth race of the 2011 IZOD IndyCar Series season. Amy Konrath, vice president of public
relations/communications for INDYCAR, Mark Dill, vice president of marketing and public relations for the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and their staffs are here to assist you. Please direct your questions and requests to
anyone in the Media Center.
***
This is the 45th edition of the Indianapolis 500 Daily Trackside Report, which was first distributed at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 1967. As stated on the first page of the 1967 DTR: "This press information has
been compiled as an added source of your information in your coverage of the '500.' It is our sincere wish that it will
be of assistance in your assignment."
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available on the
official IZOD IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of each
day in the Media Center and on the IZOD IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at www.indycar.com.
The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track segment speeds, lap information
and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day. More
detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at www.indycar.com/media.
***
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

***
Firestone Firehawk race tire facts for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500:
•Firestone Racing returns to Indianapolis in 2011 with the same tire specification as 2010.
•A full-month entry receives 33 sets (132 tires), and a partial-month entry receives 26 sets (108 tires) for all of
practice, qualifying and the race. Rookie Orientation Program participants receive an additional four sets (16 tires)
for that session only; veteran refreshers receive two additional sets (eight tires) that must be returned before practice
Monday, May 16. More than 5,000 tires in all are available.
•Tire stagger: A single stagger of approximately .30 of an inch is available. Stagger, created by molding the right
rear tire with a larger diameter than the left rear, helps race cars turn more naturally and smoothly on oval tracks.
AL SPEYER (Executive Director, Firestone Racing): "The Indianapolis 500 is the race we most eagerly await each
season, but we are anticipating this year's even more with the centennial anniversary of this great event. We take
immense pride in knowing that Firestone tires carried Ray Harroun to victory in the inaugural Indianapolis 500 a
century ago, and that Firestone Racing still plays a pivotal role in the sport a hundred years later. Come May 29, we
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know that whoever takes the checkered flag first will do it on Firehawk tires and become Firestone's 62nd Indy 500
champion. It's a win total more than all other tire makers combined and powerful proof of the legacy that the
Firestone brand has maintained through the years. For 'The Most Important Race in History,' we are supplying the
identical Firestone tire specification that was used in 2010 and received such wide praise from teams and drivers last
May. With the entire racing world watching on this historic occasion, we want to provide a proven tire that will do
its part to help make this landmark Indianapolis 500 even more memorable. Firestone wishes the best to all of this
year's competitors and congratulates Indianapolis Motor Speedway on its centennial milestone."
***
Six rookies assigned to cars for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 passed all four phases of the Rookie
Orientation Program on Thursday, May 12: JR Hildebrand, James Hinchcliffe, Charlie Kimball, Pippa Mann, Scott
Speed and Ho-Pin Tung.
James Jakes completed three of the four phases and can finish the test during practice this week.
Jay Howard only needs to complete a refresher test – the final two phases of Rookie Orientation – because
passed the Rookie Orientation Program in 2008 and participated in 2010 Indianapolis 500 qualifying.
The Rookie Orientation Program consists of turning consistent laps at four speed phases on the 2.5-mile asphalt
oval. Drivers must turn five consistent laps at 200-205 mph, and 10 consistent laps at each of these three speed
phases: 205-210, 210-215 and 215 or faster.
***
Window World, sponsor of the No. 43 Andretti Autosport car driven by John Andretti, today unveiled "The
Stinger," a 2011 concept show car that pays tribute to the 1911 Marmon Wasp, winner of the inaugural Indianapolis
500, and the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500. The No. 100 “Stinger” features a yellow-and-black color scheme
taken directly from the Marmon Wasp. It will be on display all month in the MotoGP garage area near Gasoline
Alley.
The Window World Cares charitable foundation has invited each of the race’s former starters to autograph the car.
For each signature, Window World Cares will make a donation of support. Since its creation, Window World Cares
has raised more than $1.6 million for St. Jude Research Hospital.
JOHN ANDRETTI: “The whole project came about in conversations about the 100th anniversary, how we could
pay tribute to the drivers who have participated. Actually, it became an idea when I got a letter from Mari Hulman
George about the past drivers that are still living and coming back for the Indy 500 for this anniversary. I think it's
just great Window World has wrapped their arms around it, the centennial year, as much as they have. With the retro
paint scheme on the 43 as well as the ‘Stinger’ program and raising money through a great cause through Window
World Cares, I think it's awesome. Already they've raised quite a bit of money because of all the drivers’ signatures
at Andretti Autosport, including my cousin (team owner Michael Andretti).”
***
Pruett Vineyard, in collaboration with the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, is proud to announce a Limited Edition
Napa Cabernet Sauvignon celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Indianapolis 500 Mile Race.
The centennial Indy 500 logo is prominently placed on the front label, making this a cherished collector’s item of
"The Greatest Spectacle in Racing."
Pruett Vineyard produces small lot, handcrafted wine, with great attention to detail and quality. 1989 Indianapolis
500 co-Rookie of the Year Scott Pruett is involved in every aspect as owner and vintner.
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Scott and Judy Pruett will present a Magnum bottle of this Pruett Indy 500 wine, showcased in a beautiful lacquered
etched wooden box, to each of the 33 team owners qualifying for the 100th running.
For more information, visit www.pruettvineyard.com.
SCOTT PRUETT: “We wanted to give this gift to the owners as a thank you, and homage to past and future team
owners, for bringing this gold standard of motorsports to all of us. It's absolutely overwhelming to think about the
history of this great race, and to be involved at any level is truly an honor. With its rich history and cherished
memories, there is really nothing in the world quite like the Indy 500. I am so excited and honored to be involved at
this level in the Centennial Era.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 VETERAN PRACTICE:
At 11:55 a.m, the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with a relative humidity of 68 percent and winds from
the west at 5 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 95 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – The start of practice is delayed due to moisture on the back straightaway from a sprinkler on the
adjoining Brickyard Crossing Golf Course.
12:15 p.m. – GREEN. #3T Helio Castroneves is first car on track for the second consecutive year. All three Team
Penske cars -- #3T Castroneves, #6 Briscoe, #12T Power – run in three-wide formation down the front straightaway
on their first lap.
***
FIRST ON TRACK, 1984-2010
Year

Driver Started

Finished

2010

Helio Castroneves

1st

9th

2009

Robert Doornbos

23rd

28th

rd

13th

2008

Will Power

23

2007

Jaques Lazier

28th

27th

2006

Marco Andretti

9th

2nd

2005

Danica Patrick

4th

4th

2004

Sarah Fisher

19th

24th

2003

Felipe Giaffone

16th

33rd

2002

Billy Boat

23rd

18th

2001

Stephan Gregoire

29th

28th

2000

Stephan Gregoire

20th

7th

1999

Stephan Gregoire

Did Not Qualify

1998

Mike Groff

32nd

15th

1997

Dr. Jack Miller

17th

20th

1996

Michele Alboreto

12th

30th

1995

Eliseo Salazar

24th

4th

1994

Raul Boesel

2nd

21st
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1993

Jimmy Vasser

19th

13th

1992

Scott Brayton

7th

22nd

1991

Scott Brayton

19th

17th

1990

Tero Palmroth

16th

12th

1989

Arie Luyendyk

15th

21st

1988

Raul Boesel

7th

20th

1987

Ludwig Heimrath Jr.

10th

30th

1986

Chip Ganassi

26th

25th

1985

Dick Simon

26th

14th

1984

Dick Simon

20th

23rd

***
12:38 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris between Turns 1 and 2.
12:42 p.m. – GREEN. #6T Briscoe fastest at 222.853.
12:50 p.m. -- #14 Meira fastest at 223.192.
12:56 p.m. -- #9T Dixon fastest at 224.491.
1:07 p.m. -- #4T Hildebrand second fastest at 224.433. Fastest rookie.
1:08 p.m. -- #18T Jakes completes fourth phase of Rookie Orientation Program. All rookies have completed
ROP.
***
Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard was the honorary starter today, waving the green flag to start the first
practice for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500.
GREG BALLARD: “They were side by side by side by side like a front row coming down the straightaway. It was a
lot of fun. I will leave Race Day (start) in the hands of the professionals. We’re very lucky to be here for the 100th
anniversary because a lot of people are going to be reminiscing about all the events that have gone on before here.
Also we have the new chassis to look forward to. And there is a lot of excitement as to what the new cars will look
like. This is a great time to celebrate the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the longevity of this race going forward.
I always tell people around the world that there is nothing like the month of May in Indianapolis, and I mean that.
This is an unbelievable month that really brings the city together. Everybody enjoys it. It’s a great event on Race
Day, and they memorialize those veterans who did not come back from serving this county. Obviously, the
Speedway does it right.”
***
IZOD IndyCar Series fan Greg Nemeth won a Graham watch with an estimated retail value of $7,000-$8,000
through an online contest promoted by Target Chip Ganassi Driver Scott Dixon.
Nemeth, from Greenwood, Ind., won by correctly picking the top three finishers of the Honda Indy Grand Prix of
Alabama last month. Dixon has been very active with social media this season and promoted the contest, hosted on
his website, via Twitter. Dixon presented Nemeth with the watch this morning at the Speedway.
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GREG NEMETH: “I’ve been following IndyCar forever, but he (Dixon) mentioned his contest on Twitter. The first
time I tried, I won. It felt pretty good. I picked Scott to finish second. I didn't think I'd win, but I guess I did. I feel
bad about not picking Scott to finish first, but I won.”
SCOTT DIXON: (About the contest): “I’ve actually had it for three years, and nobody's ever won. Then,
Barber (Motorsports Park) race weekend, we had three winners. Greg was the first one to pick it and was the lucky
winner." (About becoming very involved with social media this year): "I think it's a nice way to interact. I think the
biggest hold-out (on getting involved with Twitter) was my wife, because she said I was already on my phone way
too much. Adding Twitter to that was going to double my time. It's a lot of fun, especially now when 99 percent of
the drivers all do it. Viral media, things like Twitter, Facebook and all the others, there's a huge connection to the
fans. If you can interact more, it's going to make (the sport) more popular.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 VETERAN PRACTICE (cont.):
1:54 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2 p.m. – GREEN. #9T Dixon fastest at 224.491.
2:49 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris at pit entrance.
2:52 p.m. – GREEN.
2:55 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain.
***
After a banner 2010 that included a sweep of the Indianapolis 500, Brickyard 400 and Daytona 500, Chip Ganassi
and his organization are among the nominees at the Fourth Annual Sports Business Awards on Wednesday, May 18
in New York.
Ganassi is the first race team executive to be nominated for Sports Executive of the Year, and Chip Ganassi Racing
Teams is the second race team to receive a Professional Sports Team of the Year nomination.
The awards, given by Street & Smith’s Sports Business Journal, honor excellence in sports business.
***
Legendary Indianapolis 500 team owner Roger Penske will be honored with the Legends of Racing Award at the
12th annual Racing to Recovery Gala presented by The Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation (SSPF) on Wednesday,
May 18.
The gala is taking place at D’Amore Events, located atop the Chase Bank Building at 111 Monument Circle
in downtown Indianapolis.
Penske Racing has won a record 15 Indianapolis 500’s. Penske joins an illustrious list of Legends of Racing
Award winners, including Rick Mears, Parnelli Jones, Arie Luyendyk, Mario Andretti and Michael Andretti.
Throughout the evening, guests will have the opportunity to mingle with Indianapolis 500 greats from the past and
present and current IZOD IndyCar Series team owners and drivers, while raising money to support medical research,
rehabilitation and quality-of-life programs for those living with paralysis. The event will feature a silent and live
auction, giving guests the opportunity to bid on unique racing-themed items.
SSPF was started in 2000 by INDYCAR driver Sam Schmidt shortly after a practice crash left him paralyzed from
the chest down. SSPF is leading the charge to cure paralysis by funding scientific research, medical treatment,
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rehabilitation and technological advances benefiting those with spinal cord injuries, stroke victims and people
diagnosed with ALS, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases.
For ticket information, contact events@samschmidt.org or call (317) 236-9999.
***
Rockford Fosgate, the industry leader in high-performance car audio systems, is joining forces with Paul Tracy, who
will debut the Rockford Fosgate logo at the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 on Sunday, May 29 while driving
the No. 23 WIX Filters/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing entry.
PAUL TRACY: “I’m really excited to partner with such a great audio brand like Rockford Fosgate and look
forward to supporting all of their products this season. I’ve been a fan of their high-performance equipment for some
time now, and I’m honored they would allow me to be their brand ambassador in motorsports. I look forward to
outfitting my classic ‘64 Riviera and ‘51 Mercury with some of the coolest Rockford Fosgate car audio amps and
speakers.”
BILL JACKSON (CEO and president, Rockford Corporation): “Paul embodies the Rockford Fosgate
lifestyle. He leads an active life, enjoys music and all things motorized. We’re excited to have Paul in the Rockford
Fosgate family.”
***
Andretti Autosport owner Michael Andretti spoke about the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500.
MICHAEL ANDRETTI: (About importance of the 100th Anniversary): “Yeah, it's always exciting being here
getting ready for the month. But this year is extra special, being the 100th year, so there is some extra incentive to do
well. It would be great to be the winning team on the 100th Anniversary, and I can tell you all of us are real excited
to get going.” (What would it mean for an Andretti to win the 100th Anniversary race?): “I honestly cannot put it
into words. It would be real emotional if that were to happen, I can tell you that.”
***
Tom Hansing, one of the Indianapolis 500 starters in the flag stand, talked about the 100th Anniversary
Indianapolis 500.
TOM HANSING: “It's a big morning, the 100th Anniversary of the ‘500,’ and I feel real great to be a part of
it. I owe a lot to Bryan Howard, the chief starter on Race Day. He brought me in to the series about 10 years ago,
and here we are. I started out with the United States Auto Club and still work with them and fill in with the IZOD
IndyCar Series.” (Is it hard not to just sit back and watch?): “It is. Particularly on Race Day, when 33 cars come
thundering down on you. It’s just a feeling you can't explain to someone who has not been up there.”
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran Sarah Fisher retired as a driver last fall to concentrate on ownership of Sarah Fisher
Racing. She and her husband, Andy O’Gara, also are starting a family. Their first child is due Sept. 29.
Fisher made nine “500” starts between 2000-10.
SARAH FISHER: (About her pregnancy): “I'm out of racing shape, that's for sure. I had to stop working out in
October, and they don't make maternity seat belts. But I'm very happy. It is an exciting time, especially to have Ed
Carpenter driving for us because he is the perfect fit. He matches the brand, and no doubt that he has a strong
performance record here at Indy. So I'm excited about the Race Day and the 100th Anniversary in general.” (Is hard
to be not racing?): “No, it depends on how much fun you're having and who you have driving for you, and with Ed's
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family and his wife, Heather, they have already done a lot of work with us for our Laps for Literacy program, so it
has just been really fun. I can't wait to see how it goes on track, and I’m sure it will be a perfect fit.”
***
Willy T. Ribbs, who became the first African-American starter in the Indianapolis 500 in 1991, is visiting the
track this week. Ribbs announced Thursday he has formed a Firestone Indy Lights team to help another AfricanAmerican driver achieve his dream.
In partnership with Starting Grid, Inc. principal Chris Miles, Ribbs has formed Willy T. Ribbs Racing to campaign
21-year-old Chase Austin in the 2011 Firestone Freedom 100 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Austin will take the wheel of the Willy T. Ribbs Racing/ Starting Grid Inc./Brooks Associates Racing entry in May
27 race, the premier event on the 2011 Firestone Indy Lights schedule. With sponsorship support from American
Honda Motor Company, Inc., the car carries No. 75 in homage to Ribbs' car number when driving for comedian Bill
Cosby in 1993 and 1994.
Austin, much like his team owner, is no stranger to setting new benchmarks as he works his way up the racing
ladder. Born in Eudora, Kan., he spent his formative years competing in anything from tiny 900-pound midgets to
intimidating, 700-horsepower dirt late-models. By age 15, Austin was the youngest driver ever to sign a
developmental contract in NASCAR, with the Hendrick Motorsports team. He made history again in 2007 with
Rusty Wallace Racing, becoming the first African-American driver to compete in a Nationwide Series oval event;
highlighted by a sixth-place finish at Dover International Speedway. Austin has spent the past two seasons
competing in the Camping World Truck Series and Nationwide Series.
WILLY T. RIBBS: “It was a great announcement to make because it is great to be back at Indy. The irony -my 20th anniversary of qualifying here and then this being the 100th anniversary for the race --the timing could not
have been better.” (On the moment he came down pit lane after qualifying in 1991 and slapping hands): “It was a
moment that was totally unplanned. I had no plan to do that, and as I was coming down pit lane I was worried about
hitting people who were coming out to greet me with my wheel, so I had to come halfway out to the cockpit so I
could reach their hands, and it was just a great moment - totally unplanned.” (About the “500”): “Indianapolis is the
biggest race on the planet, and it not only is it a great race it's the biggest sporting event in the world. There is no
race that can come close to it – nothing can even touch it.”
***
More than 250 classic cars were on display today at IMS during the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500
Celebration of Automobiles.
Many of these machines have won awards in Concours d’Elegance competition at such venues as Pebble Beach and
Amelia Island.
The cars participating in the Celebration were divided into two divisions, one a general collection and the other
presenting for the first time anywhere classic cars produced by the 24 manufacturers that competed in the first
Indianapolis 500 Mile Race in 1911.
A team of judges will reveal its choices for the best of show in several categories tonight at the elegant CondonSkelly Celebration of Automobiles dinner, where several exquisite trophies will be presented to winning car owners.
1963 Indianapolis 500 winner Parnelli Jones heads the judging panel, with three-time Indianapolis 500 winner
Johnny Rutherford and 1985 “500” winner Danny Sullivan also serving as judges.
PARNELLI JONES: (On judging the Celebration of Automobiles): “First of all, it’s the 100th anniversary and to
have over 200 cars come to the track to be a part of it is something really nice. You only have one 100th
anniversary, and this event, along with all the race cars on the track, is a great way to start. It was very tough to pick
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one individual wining car. But between myself, Rutherford and Sullivan, we boiled it down to one top choice. And
overall, I think we’re making a great comeback here.” (On the centennial celebration and the Month of May): “I
think it’s definitely going to be a pumped-up year. Everybody’s excited about it. I know I am. I’m fortunate enough
to be able to drive the 1911 winning Marmon Wasp on Race Day, and I’m very excited for it. I think the guy who
wins this race is going to have extra stamp on his back, for sure. It’s going to be great. It can’t be any better.” (On
being back at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “I come back every year. It’s a reunion for me. Once you’re a past
winner, I think you feel like you are part of the Speedway. It’s ‘The Greatest Spectacle in Racing,’ and it has a great
history. I get to have the honor of being a part of that.”
Quotes from selected participants:
REED TARWATER (Greenwood, Ind., 1933 MG J2 Roadster): "This is, by far and away, the largest and best auto
show I have ever been to, and I have gone to a lot of shows. I've been to great shows at Meadowbrook and Hilton
Head, but this is the best one I have ever attended. There is a car owner here today that made the trip from London
(England) to come to this show. Living here in Indianapolis - it's 'the track.' We've been coming here for years, but
for other people that have never been here before, it's a big deal to come and see this. Yesterday, we were able to
drive around the track, and it was a great treat for a lot of these people.”
JAN TARWATER (Greenwood, Ind., 1933 MG J2 Roadster): "This is a great event today. We've even been to the
prestigious Pebble Beach show. It is top-notch, but this show today has the widest range of beautiful, beautiful cars I
have ever seen.”
KEN CLARK (Pittsfield, Maine, 1929 Cord L-29 Cabriolet): “I just thought it would be a neat thing. I’ve never
been to the Indianapolis 500 before, and I just thought it would be a good place to go. So that was the real reason.
But with the invitation and then the application and then the acceptance, I thought (the opportunity) was cool. I like
race cars, but I’m not a race car fan. I don’t watch them, but I like to promote cars. And what better way to promote
cars than at a racetrack?”
JOHN KELSEY (Camdenton, Mo., 1914 Stutz): “The car has returned home where the car was first built (Stutz was
built in Indianapolis). I drove it in 1952 here around the Speedway as part of the Studebaker Centennial Celebration
Tour. And now we are celebrating another centennial, the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500. I had the privilege of
circling the track then and also circled it Friday. My father (Paul Kelsey) bought the car from its previous owners in
Iowa in 1951. The car remained in storage from 1917 to 1951, and now it is here at the Speedway.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 VETERAN PRACTICE (cont.):
4:50 p.m. – GREEN. Rain delay lasted one hour, 55 minutes. #67 Carpenter fastest at 224.786
5:15 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain. #67 Carpenter remains fastest at 224.786.
5:24 p.m. – CHECKERED. Practice ends early due to rain.
***
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Quick start to 100th anniversary Indy 500
May 14, 2011
How appropriate for Opening Day of the 100th anniversary Indianapolis 500 at the venerable Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, which has been the scene of multiple motorsports milestones, that a veteran, a champion and a rookie
topped the speed chart.
In a six-hour session cut short by showers, Ed Carpenter was quickest of the 32 entrants to get on the 2.5-mile oval
with a lap of 224.786 mph (40.0380 seconds). Scott Dixon, the 2008 race winner and IZOD IndyCar Series
champion, was second in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing car -- turning only four laps. JR Hildebrand, who
was quickest in breezing through the Rookie Orientation Program on May 12, was third (224.433 mph).
There were 669 laps recorded without incident. Second day track activity, with a more favorable weather forecast,
commences at noon May 15.
Reigning Indy 500 champion Dario Franchitti (224.107) was fourth in the No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing car,
and 2006 race runner-up Marco Andretti (223.927) was fifth in the No. 26 Team Venom car for Andretti Autosport.
Whether shaking down their primary or backup cars, working on running in traffic or seeing how quick they were
off the truck, drivers enjoyed the work on the oval. For full-time competitors, their previous track time has been on
four road and street courses.
Carpenter, competing in his first IZOD IndyCar Series event of the season – and first for Sarah Fisher Racing in the
No. 67 Dollar General car – has a best start of eighth (2010) and finish of fifth (2008) in seven starts. Of course,
Carpenter, stepson of Indy Racing League founder Tony George, covets a victory in the ‘500’ more than any other.
“It's only day one, but it's really exciting to see hard work pay off and see progress,” he said. “We're going to have
to keep up the effort because it's a long week heading into qualifying, but I definitely like the start that we're off to.”
Added Fisher, a nine-time Indy 500 starter who announced her retirement from the race car in November: "I was
really proud of the boys for starting the month off with little to no error. It was a bonus for Ed to top the charts, but
we know we still have a lot more work to accomplish. For this being our first race of the season, we know we have
to hit the ground running, and to see the team gelling already is a great testament to our people."
Over at Panther Racing, which has been the Indy 500 runner-up the past two years with drivers Dan Wheldon and
Vitor Meira, Hildebrand got the opportunity in his No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing backup car to run in traffic
for the first time on an oval. His best lap in the six-hour ROP session (221.533 mph; No. 59 of his 68) came without
other cars on the track.
“That’s kind of the priority for me on a personal level, to get out there and figure out what the car is going to be like
in traffic,” said Hildebrand, the ’09 Firestone Indy Lights champion, “and I was able to do that a little today. There
really wasn’t anything unexpected from my side; it will be different when there will be 10 cars running out there.
For a few laps running behind another guy I felt pretty comfortable and the car’s hooked up. For the first day
running with a group it was good.”
Other notable Opening Day speeds were posted by 2009 race runner-up Vitor Meira (seventh at 223.192); Paul
Tracy (11th at 222.295), who didn’t qualify for the 2010 race; Danica Patrick (12th at 222.232) and 2004 race
winner Buddy Rice (14th at 221.461), who’s returned to the track for the first time since 2008.
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Daily Trackside Report - Sunday, May 15
Sunday, May 15, 2011
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
Time

Activity

8:00 AM

Garages Open

12:00 - 6:00 PM Indianapolis 500 Practice
Light rain was falling all morning at the Speedway, delaying the scheduled noon start of practice.
Practice was canceled at 1:08 p.m., with no laps turned today. The last time an entire Indianapolis 500 practice day
was canceled due to rain was Monday, May 17, 2010. This is just the third complete washout in the last four years,
as the other date was Thursday, May 8, 2008.
U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts visited the track today.
Four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt and 1963 Indianapolis 500 winner Parnelli Jones talked about their
memories of "The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” today. This is the 50th anniversary of Foyt’s first victory, in 1961.
A.J. FOYT: (On the Indianapolis 500): “I always say, to win this race you have to have everything go your way. I
don’t care who you are or anything. Everything’s just got to fall in line. If it doesn’t, then you’re not going to win.”
(About Tony Hulman and family): “Well, the way I look at Mr. Hulman is it wasn’t just what he did for here. It was
what he did for everybody. I’m talking about drivers and fans and everything. He just could not do enough for the
race drivers. He made it safer than you possibly could do. The Hulman-George’s have been great here. Tony George
and them came up with the (SAFER) walls. So, just like Ray Harroun with the rear-view mirror, so much stuff has
happened here before it really came out on the market. You know, Tony and Mr. Joe Cloutier, they just couldn’t do
enough for the fans and all that. You couldn’t have met finer people than the Hulmans and Georges.” (Comparing
competition from his 1961 ‘500’ victory to today): “Back then you come to the race and you had 80 to 100 cars and
you had your chief mechanic. You didn’t have all the factories in it. It was just a different kind of combination than
it is today. I mean, it was a hard combination. It was very competitive. You had to build and make everything
yourself. Most of the mechanics today are just ‘R and R,’ remove and replace. Back then, you designed it, built it
and then you tried it.” (On driving the Pace Car and possibly staying out on the track to break Mario Andretti’s
record of most laps led): “Hell, yeah. Records are made to be broken. That’s the reason they set records.”
PARNELLI JONES: (On Tony Hulman): “He was a perfect gentleman. I can remember him picking up A.J. and I
and making us go out and do some promotional work for the races. He was that kind of guy. He was just very
pleasant to be around, and he certainly played a great part in developing the Speedway. If it wasn’t for him, the
Speedway might not even be here. He was really one of my past heroes.” (On the future of the Indianapolis 500): “I
was looking at these new cars over here, and I can see it’s definitely going somewhere. You know, aerodynamics
and electronics on all the new cars have changed a whole lot in racing. It’s not the same. It’s not going back. So
where are they going from here? It’s beyond me. That’s like saying, where are we going with aerodynamics or
anything like that? They’re reaching for maximums. These cars probably have so much downforce, they could run
upside down at 150 miles per hour.” (About Foyt driving the Pace Car this year): “He can handle it, I think. I’m sure
he’s going to want to stay out there.”
Dragon Racing drivers Scott Speed and Ho-Pin Tung passed the time today during the rain delay by having their
faces painted with the team’s logo during a visit to the Indy 500 Kids Club in the Gasoline Alley Suites.
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2008 Indianapolis 500 winner Scott Dixon talked about his memories of racing in the Indianapolis 500 for the first
time, in 2003. Dixon is from Auckland, New Zealand.
SCOTT DIXON: “Coming from New Zealand, we are a long ways away and probably more European-orientated as
far as Formula One. For everybody around the world, everybody knows there is one major race – the Indianapolis
500. Growing up as a kid, I always watched the race on TV, even in little New Zealand. In the early days, I hoped to
be able to grow up and maybe being able to compete in some of these races. But the whole reality of achieving that
was probably next to nil. I had been living here (United States) since 1999, and to actually come here in 2002 with
Ganassi to watch Kenny (Brack) and Bruno (Junqueira), to see the spectacle itself as far as how many people come
to the event, how massive it is, how the city changes; that’s when you get the realistic side of the race. The speed of
the cars, just hearing the crowd roar, is pretty special. To be able to come here and be lucky enough to compete in
2003 was definitely a dream come true. It’s obviously kind of mind-boggling to look back and remember that I had
watched these races on TV in New Zealand, so far away, and then to actually be competing in it. And that year we
actually led laps. It was pretty cool. It’s a special place that demands a lot of respect from drivers. You’re always on
edge as a driver, and it can bite you pretty quick. When you do well here, it rewards you tremendously. The coolest
thing about this place is the history. Obviously celebrating the Centennial year, to know people have been doing this
for 100 years, is the greatest thing in sporting history. To be one of 67 drivers who have won this race is a very
proud moment.”
Conquest Racing rookie Pippa Mann talked today about her impressions of the Indianapolis 500 and driving an
IZOD IndyCar Series car. Mann is from Ipswich, England.
PIPPA MANN: “In England, nearly everybody has heard of the Indy 500, but strangely enough the race isn’t that
big of a deal to everyone in England. It’s on a par to the Formula One race in Monaco, the most prestigious race of
the year. It’s viewed in the UK as just a big race. Until I actually came here and saw IMS for the first time, I didn’t
quite get it. Only when I ran on it for the first time in an Indy Lights car did I understand what this place was all
about. I think Indianapolis was how I imagined an oval would look like. It’s pretty much a flat oval and very
interesting to drive. While the Indianapolis Motor Speedway is the biggest and fastest speedway we go to, it takes so
many things from oval racing and from road racing, so it’s very interesting. It is a track that takes from both
disciplines, and that’s why you have drivers who are the best at both disciplines who excel at this track.” (About
driving an IZOD IndyCar Series car): “The Indy car feels like a bigger version of the Indy Lights car. At the
moment, we are fighting a little bit of a handling issue, and yet as a rookie I’m supposed to be totally phased and
spooked by this. However, because of my experience in the Indy Lights car, I know it’s just doing that
(mishandling) a bit, and we’re supposed to be able to fix it. It (Indy Lights) has really helped my comfort level, how
I’ve adapted to the car and how comfortable I am when the car moves around. Not that I’m going to be that
comfortable when it moves around because, if you make a mistake, this place can make you pay for it pretty badly.
In an Indy car, there is so much more to do than just drive the car. I have all these buttons, levers and knobs that I’m
meant to play with and moving around all the time. I’m just now getting into that. I’ve run 50 laps here now in an
Indy car, and that’s not even the equivalent of a full day’s running, so I’m on a little bit of a learning curve right
now.” (About the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500): “When I was with Panther Racing as an Indy Lights driver,
we started getting into the 100th Anniversary festivities. That was when it really dawned on me how big this event
really is. And then seeing everything ramp up over the past two years, the increased interest, the increased spectacle,
it’s really, really cool to be a part of it now.”
Novo Nordisk Chip Ganassi Racing rookie Charlie Kimball talked today about his Indianapolis 500 experience so
far.
CHARLIE KIMBALL: (On the whether the weather conditions change his plans): "I don't know that it changes too
much. The whole week of practice, we've got a little more miles than we do tires and more time. There's a bit of
cushion built in for weather. You just have to stay patient and calm and deal with it as it goes." (On his confidence
as a rookie racing for Chip Ganassi): "Well, racing for the whole Chip Ganassi organization gives me a huge amount
of confidence. I've got two former winners and former champions to learn from and a guy who has done this race
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four times to learn from, as well. There's a lot information for me to take in if I need it and want it. Around here, I'm
just trying to be a sponge and soak it up as much as possible."
The three four-time winners of the Indianapolis 500 – A.J. Foyt, Rick Mears and Al Unser – are starting from the
front row of “The Greatest 33” after earning the most votes from Indianapolis 500 fans worldwide.
Racing fans selected their dream lineup of the 33 greatest drivers in Indianapolis 500 history from March 18-May 14
at thegreatest33.com. The top 33 drivers in the balloting were revealed Sunday, May 15 during practice for the 100th
Anniversary Indianapolis 500.
Foyt, the first four-time winner, earned the highest score of any driver, followed by Mears and Unser.
Occupying the second row are three-time winners Bobby Unser, Helio Castroneves and Johnny Rutherford. 1969
winner Mario Andretti, three-time winner Wilbur Shaw and two-time winner Bill Vukovich are in the third row.
Three current Indianapolis 500 competitors are among The Greatest 33, Helio Castroneves (fifth), Dario Franchitti
(19th) and Scott Dixon (33rd).
The Greatest 33 program and its interactive website are key components of the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500,
scheduled for Sunday, May 29 at IMS.
To view the entire “The Greatest 33,” visit TheGreatest33.com.
IZOD IndyCar Series points leader Will Power and his Team Penske teammates Ryan Briscoe and Helio
Castroneves talked about today’s lack of track activity.
WILL POWER: “It's unfortunate for us and for the fans that the rain kept us from getting on track today. The No. 12
Verizon Team Penske guys worked a bit late yesterday afternoon taking the engine out of our T car and putting it in
our race car. We were planning on shaking that car down today and then getting started on our process. We will be
ready to go tomorrow, and I am excited to get on track and get the Verizon car up to speed."
RYAN BRISCOE: “I was really looking forward to getting back in the No. 6 IZOD Team Penske car today to
continue checking items off our list, but the weather just wouldn't cooperate with us. My engineer, Eric Cowdin, and
I were able to spend some time talking about what we'd like to accomplish when we do get back out there. I feel bad
for the fans, especially. There were a lot of people here at the Speedway looking forward to seeing some cars on
track today.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES: "It's really too bad that we didn't get a chance to run today in the Shell V-Power Pennzoil
Ultra car. We did get to spend some more time with the fans today, and that was great. It's one of the cool things
about racing here in Indianapolis - even though it rained all day, there were still a lot of people out here. We look
forward to putting on a good show for them the rest of the month."
Indianapolis 500 veteran Townsend Bell talked today about racing with Sam Schmidt Motorsports in this year’s
race. Bell has become a “one off” specialist, finishing in the top 10 twice in the last three years in entries fielded just
for the Indianapolis 500.
TOWNSEND BELL: (On how prepared and successful he has been with one-off efforts at the Indianapolis 500): "I
spend basically every day of the year thinking about this race. I try to take everything we've learned in years past
and apply that to the future. That includes preparation both for me and just working with the team to make sure
we've got everything we need to do a good job. This year's no exception. We feel like we've got a great program.
Herbalife 24 and Sam Schmidt Motorsports, everybody's worked hard to make sure we’ve got a nice car out there.
I'm anxious to see what it's like.”
2009 Chase Rookie of the Year Alex Tagliani today unveiled the helmet paint design that he will use in this year’s
Indianapolis 500.
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ALEX TAGLIANI: “We knew some time ago that we were going to do a helmet for Indy, but when the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway announced they wanted to bring all the past winners back, that triggered the idea first of all to have
the Borg-Warner Trophy on the helmet and all the past winners, as well. For me, this is a great piece to remember
being a part of this 100th anniversary of the race and to be one of the drivers that is a part of it. It's basically the
same helmet we've run all year with the addition of the trophy and the names of all the past winners.” (About
drivers’ unique helmets): "The helmet is the piece that represents us. Most of the people see us in the cockpit, and in
an open cockpit, they see the driver's helmet. It shows who you are, your identity, what you like -- your style,
basically.”
MONDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

Time

Activity

8:00 AM

Garages Open

12:00 - 6:00 PM Indianapolis 500 Practice
END DAY 2 NOTES
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Passing the time on a rainy Sunday
By Dave Lewandowski
May 15, 2011
It's a rainy, chilly Sunday morning at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, which is about the worst set of
circumstances for IZOD IndyCar Series teams that want to continue on-track preparations for the 100th anniversary
Indianapolis 500.
So what to do while being a captive in the garage area?
• Sarah Fisher Racing's Ed Carpenter hosts the crew of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels. The flight demonstration team is
in Indianapolis for a local air show this weekend, and performed a flyover the Speedway on Opening Day.
Carpenter, a private pilot, gives the pilots and crew a detailed description of the No. 67 Dollar General car.
Petty Officer A.J. Varner, the crew chief, is a Chesterfield, Ind., native He said there's a special bond between him
and the pilots of the F-18s.
"When the pilot gets in the jet, there's handshake signaling to him that I've checked the jet," Varner says.
• Dreyer & Reinbold's Justin Wilson is showing videos of his daughters' antics at home. The younger of the two,
Jessica, has a strong resemblance to her father -- including the curly hair when he was a youth.
• Many drivers pop in to the Al Unser suite to greet youngsters as part of Indy 500 Kids Club. Scott Speed and HoPin Tung get their faces painted in the shape of the Dragon Racing logo. James Hinchcliffe is spotted leaving with a
cupcake "for later."
• Bertrand Baguette and Jay Howard, teammates at Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing for the '500,' are the only
drivers in firesuits. They mug for the camera before getting serious to have their official headshots snapped.
• Ryan Hunter-Reay heads to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum for the first time ever to
check out the collection of 67 Indianapolis 500-winning cars and other memorabilia on the main floor. Alex Lloyd
checks out the 2012 Dallara Automobili concept cars on display. "I liked them in photos but look even better in
person," he says.
• Ana Beatriz, Davey Hamilton and Sebastian Saavedra are checking in with their engineers, going over details of
the practice program for when they have the opportunity to get on the track. "It is what it is," Hamilton says.
• The motorcoach lot also is quiet, but it's where many more drivers are huddled in their rolling hotels.
The scheduled noon-6 p.m. (ET) practice session was canceled at 1:08 p.m. because of the persistent rain. The
weather forecast for the May 16 (noon-6 p.m.) practice is significantly better.
"I was really looking forward to getting back in the No. 6 IZOD Team Penske car to continue checking items off our
list, but the weather just wouldn't cooperate with us," said Ryan Briscoe, who was sixth quick on Open Day
(223.811 mph). "My engineer, Eric Cowdin, and I were able to spend some time talking about what we'd like to
accomplish when we do get back out there. I feel bad for the fans, especially. There were a lot of people here at the
Speedway looking forward to seeing some cars on track. Hopefully, we'll be able to get back out there on Monday."
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Daily Trackside Report - Monday, May 16
Monday, May 16, 2011
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m. Indianapolis 500 practice
***
Owners of more than 250 vintage Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars will have the opportunity to take a ceremonial lap
around the Indianapolis Motor Speedway at the end of Pole Day/Tom Carnegie Day on Saturday, May 21.
Held in conjunction with the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 and a month-long celebration of great race and
passenger cars at IMS, more than 250 Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars will appear May 21-22 at the Racing Capital of
the World. This special two-day event, which will be highlighted by the ceremonial pace lap just after 6 p.m. Pole
Day, will showcase the largest collection of vintage Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars ever assembled.
Headlining this amazing array of automobiles will be a Stoddard-Dayton, the same type that paced the inaugural
Indianapolis 500 won in 1911 by Ray Harroun, who drove the legendary Marmon-Wasp to victory. The 1911
Indianapolis 500 was the first major auto race to use a Pace Car, which is now a tradition at races around the world.
At the wheel of the Stoddard-Dayton at the 1911 “500” was Carl G. Fisher, one of the founders of the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.
Another featured car at the Indianapolis 500 Pace Car Reunion will be the Chevrolet Camaro from the 1969 “500”
won by Mario Andretti. The 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Chevrolet Camaro Pace Car is painted to look
exactly like its 1969 predecessor.
From 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Pole Day, the Pace Cars will be staged for a “Fans Choice” vote. The cars also will be on
display in the infield from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Bump Day/IMS Armed Forces Day on Sunday, May 22. As an added
attraction, car clubs featuring muscle cars, exotics and more will provide fans plenty of eye candy.
***
Team Penske teammates Will Power and Ryan Briscoe talked about the significance of racing in the 100th
Anniversary Indianapolis 500 and their prospects to win the PEAK Performance Pole Award this Saturday.
WILL POWER (No. 12 Verizon Team Penske): “Every year it's a special feeling. But somehow I think this year
with more cars, more good drivers – and I think there will be a bigger crowd – I think this will be something else."
(On what it would mean to win the pole at Indy after capturing pole for the first four races of the season): "Yeah, for
me, it would be a really big deal. It's something that I'd love to do. I sort of had a chance last year, a close chance.
After the experience of last year, I know what I need to do. Obviously, the conditions are changing every year, but
the car's exactly the same. I'm definitely keen to giving it everything I can to get the pole, no question.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 IZOD Team Penske): “Obviously, I'm grateful to be here and be able to do it with Team
Penske. It's an amazing team, and Roger (Penske) is just so passionate about this race. It gives me, as a driver, a
whole lot of confidence going into it with the goal of winning. That's the one and only goal coming here, to win the
race. The 100th anniversary is very special." (On the importance of going for the pole as a driver at Team Penske):
"It certainly felt like in the last three years I've been in a great position to fight for the pole. Sometimes it just comes
down to timing or whatever. But Helio, our teammate, he's really good at getting on the pole here. But I feel we have
exactly the same equipment. We've just got to make sure we put ourselves in the right position to be able to go for it
on Saturday.”
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***
Maintenance personnel for the Blue Angels, the U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, visited the Speedway on
Sunday. They met with Indianapolis 500 drivers and team officials, including Ed Carpenter and Sarah Fisher Racing
owner Sarah Fisher.
The Blue Angels participated in the Indianapolis Air Show on May 14-15.
AVCM(AW) VIRGIL CRAVEN (Maintenance master chief, U.S. Navy Blue Angels): (About the maintenance
personnel who visited the track): “You can break it down just like the crew that maintains those race cars. You have
engine guys, tire guys, suspension guys, etc. Crew chiefs are responsible for launching and recovering the aircraft
and performing visual inspections after each flight. Logistics order and receive all parts required to maintain our
aircraft. Avionics maintains all power distribution systems, radar, navigation, communication and instrumentation
systems. Airframes maintains all hydraulically powered systems and flight control surfaces. Power plants maintains
the engines and fuel systems. All shops were in attendance, and we really appreciated the opportunity. Being invited
and getting treated so well by the track staff and all the teams we visited was exceptional. The team really enjoyed
talking with Sarah Fisher and Ed Carpenter. The whole trip was outstanding. It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
that I will never forget.”
***
Purdue University and HVM Racing announced a strategic partnership Saturday at IMS.
The HVM-Purdue relationship brings to the HVM team advanced engineering technologies in aerodynamics,
manufacturing and advanced materials, providing opportunities for Purdue students and faculty to participate in
motorsports with HVM.
The Purdue name will be displayed on the No. 78 Nuclear Clean Air Energy HVM Racing car driven this month by
2010 Chase Rookie of the Year Simona de Silvestro. Purdue engineering students also will work as interns on the
team, and HVM will collaborate with Purdue students and faculty to optimize the aerodynamic package for the new
2012 IZOD IndyCar Series cars under development by Dallara.
Another key component of the partnership is to develop educational programs for children, young adults and the
public that uses the excitement of IZOD IndyCar Series racing as the starting point for the introduction of
engineering and science. Of particular interest is to use electric motorsports as a venue to engage students and adults
in a discussion on the technologies needed for economic, green and sustainable electric energy in the 21st century.
Electric motorsports are a key component of the HVM-Purdue partnership. Purdue conducted the Collegiate
evGrandPrix on Saturday, May 7 during the Emerging Tech Day at IMS. College teams from across the nation and
Europe designed, built and raced electric go-karts in the 100-lap event.
JAMES CARUTHERS (Reilly professor of chemical engineering, Purdue): "Our objectives are, first, use the 'cool'
of IndyCar racing to attract students' attention, and then introduce the students to the incredible engineering required
in these race cars. Finally, we want to encourage interested students to consider a career in engineering or
technology. If these students choose a career in motorsports, great! If they choose a technology career in some other
industry, great! And even if the students choose a non-technical career but have a greater appreciation of technology,
that is also great!"
KEITH WIGGINS (President, HVM Racing): "This relationship with Purdue enables HVM to work with one of the
premier engineering schools in the U.S. to exploit the latest technological innovations in aerodynamics, advance
materials and manufacturing, as well as being able to interact with bright, fresh-thinking Purdue students in a variety
of ways for the future.”
***
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Ryan Hunter-Reay hopes to race in his fourth Indianapolis 500 later this month, but he took advantage of the
complete rainout of practice Sunday, May 15 to visit the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum for
the first time.
“I can’t believe I hadn’t been there,” said Hunter-Reay, the 2008 Indianapolis 500 Chase Rookie of the Year. “It was
amazing. “The place is what Indy car racing is all about, and that’s what makes Indy car racing special. To go there
as a current Indy car driver made it even more special. To see the cars that were driven by owners of teams I’ve
driven for and the ones driven by my heroes and know they all went to Victory Lane here at Indy made for a very
special day.”
The one car that that the Andretti Autosport driver wanted to see was Rick Mears’ 1984-winning Pennzoil Z-7
Special. Hunter-Reay’s first go-kart was modeled after Mears’ race car, and seeing the real car for the first time
brought back childhood memories for the IZOD IndyCar Series standout.
“The No. 6 Pennzoil car, in smaller form, was my first ride,” he said. “That’s what I got into a lot of trouble in. It
was my neighborhood wheels, and I did my first right front wing damage in that car when I hit a stop sign.
“It was really cool to see the actual car. I’ve never seen it before, but to see the evolution of the Indy car was really
neat to see. To see where the sport actually started and how the cars have developed over the years, and see what
made these cars go faster and faster. Indianapolis has always been a proving ground as much as it is a huge race.”
Hunter-Reay was far from the only driver in the Museum during his visit. 1963 Indianapolis 500 winner Parnelli
Jones and Dreyer & Reinbold’s Justin Wilson were visitors to the exhibit of 67 Indianapolis 500-winning cars.
And while Hunter-Reay told all the well-wishers in the Museum his plan was to have his Team DHL/Sun Drop
Citrus Soda car join the winning cars in the Museum next year, he hopes to get another visit to see the cars on
display again.
“I’m going to go back again before I leave this month,” Hunter-Reay said.
***
Spectators holding an admission ticket to Pole Day/Tom Carnegie Day on Saturday, May 21 or Bump Day/IMS
Armed Forces Day on Sunday, May 22 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway can redeem them for a free general
admission ticket to the IZOD INDYCAR World Championships on Oct. 16 at Las Vegas Motor Speedway.
Visit the IZOD INDYCAR World Championships display in Pagoda Plaza from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. both days. Ticket
redemption will continue – for those with Pole Day, Bump Day and Race Day tickets – Wednesday, May 25 through
Sunday, May 29 at the INDYCAR Fan Village in the IMS Hall of Fame Museum lot.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 54 degrees with a relative humidity of 57 percent and winds from the north at
14 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 95 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. #3 Castroneves first on track.
12:27 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:36 p.m. – GREEN.
1 p.m. -- #11 Hamilton fastest at 222.746.
1:24 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. #44 Rice fastest at 223.710.
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1:25 p.m. – Temperature update: 59 ambient, 96 track.
1:34 p.m. – GREEN.
2 p.m. -- #44 Rice remains fastest at 223.710.
***
As of 9:30 a.m. today, 53 cars are on the grounds, with 45 having completed technical inspection.
***
Major Gen. R. Martin Umbarger, the adjutant general of the Indiana National Guard, placed an Indiana unit patch
decal this afternoon on the No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing entry driven by rookie JR Hildebrand.
MAJOR GEN. R. MARTIN UMBARGER: (About the National Guard and the Indianapolis 500): “I’m a born and
bred Hoosier. The Indianapolis 500 is just part of our DNA here in Indiana. The National Guard has been a sponsor
on the No. 4 Panther Racing car for the past four years. I think everyone knows that we’ve come in second place the
last two years in this great race. We’re hoping to improve one rank this year. That’s all we’re asking for.” (On the
connection between the military and the Indianapolis 500): “Memorial Day weekend is the weekend when we honor
all of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for this company. It’s special that this race is broadcast all over the
world, particularly on the Armed Forces Network. I know Hoosier Guardsmen that are over there will be watching
this race regardless of the hour, and they will be very proud to see that we’re sponsoring a car in this race. What I
think of most is what Memorial Day means to all of us, and we should never forget. This facility is steeped in
tradition, and the military is also one that is steeped in tradition. To have this race on Memorial Day, it becomes
even more special for any soldier, sailor, airman, or Marine, no matter what decade you served.”
JR HILDEBRAND: (About being an American and driving the National Guard car): “It’s an honor as an American
to be representing the National Guard, but, more than that, it’s a really humbling experience. It’s not like these types
of things where you’re representing ‘Joe’s Bakery’ and you have to talk to people about how awesome their muffins
are or something. With the National Guard, it’s something really meaningful for us. We have a lot of different
programs that we get involved with, like the youth challenge and things like that. It’s a good deal to get involved on
a much deeper level.” (On carrying the Indiana unit patch on the car): “I consider myself a resident of Indiana. I
from California originally, but I’ve been living here for the past four years now. And as a team based here in
Indianapolis, we’re really excited to represent them and everything they do.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
2:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
2:35 p.m. – GREEN. #8 Tung on track for first time since Rookie Orientation Program on Thursday, May 12.
2:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:55 p.m. – GREEN.
3 p.m. -- #44 Rice still fastest at 223.710.
3:02 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:08 p.m. – GREEN.
3:24 p.m. -- #12 Power fastest at 223.852.
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3:49 p.m. -- #6 Briscoe fastest at 225.016, followed by Team Penske teammates #3 Castroneves at 224.348 and #12
Power at 223.984.
4:13 p.m. -- #38 Rahal fastest at 225.071. Thirty-eight of the 41 car-driver combinations have turned laps today.
Only drivers not on track as of 4 p.m.: #9 Dixon, #83 Kimball, #88 Howard.
4:16 p.m. -- #9 Dixon fastest at 225.124 on his fourth lap of the day.
5:33 p.m. -- #77 Tagliani fastest at 225.878.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice. #77 Alex Tagliani fastest at 225.878.
***
FASTEST TIMES/SPEEDS OF PRACTICE:
Pos. Car Name Time Speed
1. 78 Alex Tagliani

39.8445

225.878

2. 9 Scott Dixon

39.9779

225.124

3. 38 Graham Rahal

39.9874

225.071

4. 6 Ryan Briscoe

39.9972

225.016

5. 2 Oriol Servia

40.0172

224.903

Fastest rookie: #4 JR Hildebrand, 20th, 223.201
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE QUOTES:
BERTRAND BAGUETTE (No. 30 The RACB/Aspria RLL Special): “We could have weather like this in
qualifying or on Race Day, so you have to be able to run in it. The car was moving around out there with the wind,
but it wasn’t that tough. I like what we are doing with the car and with our plan, and I think we are getting there. I
think it was another good day for us. We keep improving the car with every change, so we are headed the right
way.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 IZOD Team Penske): “It felt great to be back on track today. We took out our primary No.
6 IZOD Team Penske car for practice, and it felt very comfortable out there. It’s nice to be in the 225 bracket. We’ll
keep chipping away at it for the rest of the week and get ready for qualifying on Saturday.”
WILL POWER (No. 12 Verizon Team Penske): “We did limited running again today in the Verizon Team Penske
car. We're just trying to use our miles wisely. We worked on some race setup today, and the car feels good. We still
have plenty of time on track this week before we qualify on Saturday, and we plan to make the most of it.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Shell V-Power/Pennzoil Ultra Team Penske): “It was a good day today in the Shell
V-Power Pennzoil Ultra car. We got a chance to run side-by-side with Will (Power), and we were pretty happy with
the car. We stuck with our plan to run the primary car. Hopefully tomorrow the weather cooperates, and we'll
continue to work hard and get ready for qualifying.”
JAMES HINCHCLIFFE (No. 06 Sprott Newman/Haas Racing): “Today the focus was on trying to run more laps in
traffic and the Sprott team managed to accomplish that. It was sort of tough to find guys out there so we had to do a
little collaboration and planning with a few different guys and did find some guys out there. I definitely got some
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good running in with Oriol. We staged some laps in front of each other, and behind each other and it was good;
that’s a big thing for me to learn. You only have to do four laps to qualify but you have to do 200 in the race with a
lot of other cars around you. I think we got a lot accomplished and certainly, from just my perspective, I learned a
lot and gained some valuable experience. I think we will carry on with this for the next couple of days and then
closer to qualifying, look more into the qualifying setup. The car felt great in traffic. It was a lot more fun running
out there with other guys than just pounding around by yourself. Again, it’s sort of similar to the Lights car. I think
the experience in the Lights car was certainly very valuable but there is no doubt that the racing is a lot different
once you’re going 35 mph faster. It will be an interesting race, there’s no doubt. I just look forward to getting more
laps under my belt and over the week and running in more packs, and bigger packs.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 2 Telemundo Newman/Haas Racing): “The day went well for the Telemundo team. It was
very cold, colder than we think it will be for Race Day. We had a good run. We went through our test plan, and we
ran well. I got my fast lap with a tow, so the time isn’t very representative. But I have to say, tow or no tow,
downforce or no downforce, it’s the first time I am in the top five at the end of the day in Indy, so it feels good. I’m
happy with the Telemundo car so far. We’re still not where we want to be, but it is really the first test day we have
had to try new things. We are happy with where we are, progress-wise.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 07 Team REDLINE Xtreme – Circle K): “Yesterday’s session was canceled because
of rain, so it felt good to be back in the 07 Team REDLINE Xtreme car working through our program. However, we
had a small mechanical issue, which is fixable, but that ended my day very early. I am looking forward to getting
back on track tomorrow.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 14 ABC Supply Co A.J. Foyt Racing): “It was good. I think we evolved a little bit from where
we were on Saturday when we last ran. I think the ABC Supply car is competitive, but it’s hard to tell exactly how
competitive we are at this point. The car is good, but we’ll be able to tell how good later in the week when we really
start dropping the hammer, as will everyone else. In preparation for that, today was a good day.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing): “It was an exciting day. The second lap, the engine cover fell off,
but my team did a good job to replace it and get me out for some laps at the end of the day. It felt OK. I think the
balance is good. We need to work a little more to get more straight-line speed.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 28 Team DHL/Sun Drop Citrus Soda): “We just didn’t get a lot of track time today.
We were trying some big stuff with the DHL/Sun Drop car, so we’ll see. We’ll get our heads together on it – the
whole team – and we’ll figure it out from there. Today is just the tip of the iceberg; there is a lot of week left.”
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers &Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “It was the not the best conditions that
we have seen in Indy, but it was OK. We didn’t run on the first day and Sunday was raining, so today was the first
opportunity for us to run. Thanks to the boys; they did a fantastic job preparing an amazing car. It is early in the
week, but it is quite nice to show that the Bowers & Wilkins car is strong for an Indy run. When we came here last
year, we didn’t know what to expect. We came in apprehensive because it’s a very tough place to get it right and
very difficult to win. Obviously, we had some speed, and it worked out quite well last year. We build from it. We
had a chance in 2010 to develop a good base and in the winter, the guys worked really hard on the car and cleaned it
up a bit and always paid attention to details. That’s what this place wants, and it’s nice to start the week with a car
that’s quite strong. Hopefully we can build on it. You can never take anything for granted at this place. We have to
stay on our toes all week and roll the car out for qualifying and hope for the best.”
MIKE CONWAY (No. 27 Hire Heroes USA/7-Eleven/Dr Pepper): “We were just trying to get the Hire Heroes car
more comfortable through Turn 1. We tried a few things but didn’t really sort it out. We just need to look at all the
data tonight and figure out how we can move forward. I think our teammates tried a few different things, so
hopefully we can figure out some good things for tomorrow.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Venom): “We spent a lot of time today with the Venom car working on the
race car, and we’re getting to where it feels pretty good. But right now I’m a little worried about our speed. I think
23

that if we had qualified today, we might have ended up on the bubble. So we’ll put our heads together tonight, have
a think on it and then hit it hard again tomorrow.”
SEBASTIAN SAAVEDRA (No. 34 Conquest Racing): “It was a very productive day. We did an amazing amount
of changes on the development side of the car. We found exactly what we were looking for. We focused mainly on
finding the right balance of the car first. Once we got there, we started taking a lot of downforce off, and that really
paid off. I’m really happy how it turned out. It’s still very early in the week, so we are still very conservative. As the
week progresses, we’ll start to push it a little bit harder. But today was exactly how we wanted the week of
Indianapolis 500 practice to start.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 82 GEICO – KV Racing Technology – Lotus): “Today was a normal Monday at the
Speedway. We tried different things and worked on the setup to get comfortable with the car. We're making what I
like to call the ‘cookbook’ so by the end of the week, we'll look which dish we want to cook, and hopefully it will be
a good one.”
TAKUMA SATO (No. 5 KV Racing Technology – Lotus): “It was a windy day, but the weather was clear and
consistent, so it didn’t have an effect on our program. We made steady progress throughout the day, and I am getting
more comfortable each time I go out on track. It was a very productive day.”
E.J. VISO (No. 59 PDVSA – KV Racing Technology – Lotus): “Today was our second day on track, and we
accomplished everything we had planned for the day. We did a lot of research into the dampers and we found some
valuable data. Basically, with what I did and what the other drivers on the team are doing, we are going to come up
with a good package. That is the good thing about having a four-car team and the right way of working. It is always
difficult to make comparisons at a place like Indianapolis because teams are working on different things and some
drivers are getting tows, but I ran today without a tow so the data we collected is realistic.”
JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 43 Team Window World): “Windy – that’s one thing you can say about today. I think
Team Window World stayed on plan and were cautious about how many sets of tires we’re using. Maybe we didn’t
run as much as we wanted, but we learned a lot and made a lot of gains today. It seems like the things we’re trying
are working really well. Usually 99 out of the 100 things you try don’t work, but it’s working in our favor right now.
I’m looking forward to getting back out there tomorrow.”
PIPPA MANN (No. 36 Conquest Racing): “Today was just a pretty tough day at the office. I’ve heard from all the
veterans that this place can do that to you sometimes, and we definitely just have one of those days. We seemed to
spend it chasing our tail a little bit – both literally and figuratively. We’ve still got a minor handling issue but we’re
chasing after it, and until we sort that out we just can’t risk going after speed. We also didn’t run with any tows
today when we were running fast, so I actually don’t think the lap time is that bad for the amount of aero we had on
and the fact that we weren’t in the tow when we did our best lap. We still have the handling niggle, which we do
need to fix, but we’re going to make some fairly big changes overnight, and hopefully we can come out stronger in
the morning.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Team GoDaddy): “I thought we were good on our own today and made a little bit of
progress. We just need to stay consistent and find speed. It was a steady day.”
BUDDY RICE (No. 44 Panther Racing): (On being back at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and his win in 2004):
“It’s good. I see the Indiana weather hasn’t changed much. I think on that day (in 2004) with or without the weather,
I thought the weather just made it more exciting. It made it a more exciting race. The 2004 race was an exciting day,
for sure.” (About last start at Indianapolis, in 2008): “We were in contention for a top five. Obviously, it got a little
hairy there on the final restart. We dropped back a ways, and I was able to work my way back up to seventh or
eighth. Our car was in contention. It wasn’t too bad. We put ourselves into a hole on the very first pit stop and had to
really dig ourselves out of that hole all day. It took all day to get back up there but, yeah, my last run here was
good.” (On his day of practice for the 2011 Indianapolis 500 and Panther Racing): “For us at Panther, everything is
going good. With myself and JR in the National Guard car, I think we’re progressing. We’re moving along like we
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should, and I just need to familiarize myself with the team, the car and get rolling. They have solid cars. I mean,
their performance the last few years, I think speaks for itself. We know they have a strong, solid oval program,
especially here at the Speedway. That’s what made my decision really easy when John (Barnes) called right around
Long Beach and started putting everything into motion. So I’m excited to be here. I’m happy to be here. It’s good to
be here and gives me an opportunity for a second win. Also, it’s the Centennial. This only comes around once. There
are five of us that are previous winners that are running here, and it’s an exciting time to be here right now.” (On his
approach to securing an entry in the Indianapolis 500): “I think everybody has their own way of going about it. I
wasn’t going to stand around and also, the way the times were and the way things were going, some things had
changed. I get paid to drive race cars. That’s my job. That’s what I do. So for me, it took a little bit. I wanted to
make sure I came here and had an opportunity to have a good run. When I showed up, I didn’t just want to show up
and run. There’s a lot of different things that I wanted to make sure were in place before I just jumped back in.”
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “It was a good day for the Target team.. We shook
down the primary car, which seemed pretty fast. We should run more tomorrow, weather permitting.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “We had a pretty decent day for the Target team. We
switched to the primary car today, and it ran smooth. Hope to run a little more tomorrow.”
***
A total of 58 cars are currently at the Speedway, and 34 have passed technical inspection.
Thirty-nine drivers were on track today, turning 1,379 laps. Pippa Mann turned 70 laps today, most of any driver.
Forty drivers have been on track this month, turning 2,466 total laps.
There were five cautions for a total of 39 minutes today.
***
TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.

Garages open
Indianapolis 500 practice

END DAY 3 NOTES
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Tagliani's cure-all: Traveling 225-plus mph
By Dave Lewandowski
May 16, 2011
Three hours before the green flag flew to start the six-hour practice session at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
Alex Tagliani bounded into the Sam Schmidt Motorsports garage and started preparing for the day's activity.
"He's amped up," team owner Sam Schmidt laughed following the daily engineering meeting.
Stretching out the No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins car on the 2.5-mile oval for the first time was the best remedy for two
weeks of on-track inactivity since the IZOD IndyCar Series race in Brazil for the Quebec native, and he enjoyed the
ride. Tagliani topped the speed chart with a best lap (of his 17) of 225.878 mph -- the best of the nine-plus total
hours of track time.
Seven different teams were represented in the top 10 as 39 drivers recorded 1,379 laps in a stiff, cool breeze without
incident. Rookie Jay Howard was the lone entrant not to make an appearance -- by design based on tire
management. The field was separated by a scant 1.2 seconds.
Scott Dixon (225.124) of Target Chip Ganassi Racing, Grahaml Rahal (225.071) of Service Central Chip Ganassi
Racing, Ryan Briscoe (225.016) of IZOD Team Penske and Oriol Servia (224.903) of Telemundo Newman/Haas
Racing filled out the top five.
A year ago, preparations for the Indianapolis 500 didn’t kick off as Tagliani would have planned.
“One of the biggest fears in my mind during my years of racing has been being sick in the car or being sick during a
race weekend, and I’ve been lucky enough that it’s only happened once,” said Tagliani, referencing competing in a
race in Australia while recovering from food poisoning. “When I went to the hospital to get some antibiotics, they
put me in the emergency room and then they said ‘we have to transfer you upstairs and keep you.’
“That’s when my heart started beating very fast and I said ‘I can’t stay.’ And they asked why. And I said ‘I have to
go run at the Speedway.’ They asked if I was a driver and I said ‘Yes, it starts the next day.’ So they put me in the
intensive care and they gave me extensive breathing treatments and put me on antibiotics and they kept me for 48
hours.”
Tagliani, who was diagnosed with asthma as a youth, didn’t participate on Opening Day and ran only 17 laps the
next day “because I couldn’t really breathe in the car.” But a week after his hospital stay, he qualified on the second
row for the 500 Mile Race.
“It definitely started in a way that I didn’t think I would get out of it,” said Tagliani, who finished in 10th place.
He’s looking for more this May, and is enthused because of the addition of Townsend Bell, a four-time Indy 500
starter who was 19th on the speed chart May 16 (223.324), as a teammate at the Speedway. Tagliani, who has a pair
of top-10 finishes in the four IZOD IndyCar Series street/road courses, runs solo the rest of the season.
“Our challenge at the other races is we’re by ourselves so if we start the weekend when our car is in the window we
can fight for a top-five finish,” said Tagliani, the ’09 Indy 500 Chase Rookie of the Year who’s seventh in the IZOD
IndyCar Series championship standings. “When we are out of the window it is very difficult with the limited time of
running. We’re missing the first session and we don’t have anybody we can fall back on (for data). Even the
changes sometimes work and sometimes don’t work, so then we’re missing a session and burning tires for nothing.
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“Here, what’s exciting is that we’ll be able to work with other people, look at data and increase our pace. We
already had the pace last year and we’ll start in the window, and with other people I think we’ll be a pretty strong
team this year.”
As the one-day snapshot of track activity revealed, there will be a number of strong teams rising for Tom Carnegie
Pole Day (May 21) and the 100th anniversary race May 29. Dixon, Rahal, Briscoe, Dario Franchitti -- the reigning
Indy 500 champion of Target Chip Ganassi Racing -- Marco Andretti of Andretti Autosport, Vitor Meira of A.J.
Foyt Racing, and Team Penske's Helio Castroneves have been in the top 10 both days of practice as teams progress
through their test programs.
"I think we evolved a little bit from where we were on Saturday when we last ran," Meira said. "I think the ABC
Supply car is competitive, but it’s hard to tell exactly how competitive we are at this point. The car is good, but we’ll
be able to tell how good later in the week when we really start dropping the hammer -- as will everyone else. In
preparation for that, today was a good day.”
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Daily Trackside Report - Tuesday, May 17
Tuesday, May 17, 2011
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 49 degrees with a relative humidity of 80 percent and winds from the northnortheast at 10 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 60 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. No cars on track.
12:07 p.m. – YELLOW. Light rain.
12:35 p.m. – GREEN. No cars on track.
1:12 p.m. -- M. Andretti first car on track, driving #27 car of teammate Conway. Ambient temperature is 51, and the
track temperature was 61 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. Andretti turned five laps and returned to pits,
with top speed of 220.656.
1:21 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
1:26 p.m. – GREEN.
2:16 p.m. – #27 Conway on track. Conway turned eight laps and returned to pits, with top speed of 219.910.
3:16 p.m. – YELLOW. Light rain.
***
Biff Henderson, stage manager for “The Late Show with David Letterman,” toured the Speedway today. Henderson
and a crew were filming humorous segments for the show.
Henderson met with Indianapolis 500 veterans Bobby Unser, Helio Castroneves, Al Unser Jr., Dario Franchitti,
Scott Dixon, Tony Kanaan and Graham Rahal. He also toured the IMS Hall of Fame Museum.
BIFF HENDERSON: (On the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “The Speedway is classic. It’s really top-shelf all the
way. Even as I’m sitting in the Museum, I’m looking at all these past winning cars and thinking of the drivers, and I
know it’s a lot of history. It’s an incredible facility. It’s just great.” (On his interactions with drivers and teams):
“Obviously, today isn’t the best day for track activity, but getting into those prep garages is quite an experience. It’s
not my first time out here. I’ve done a few things here for David Letterman. I’ve been out here a few times. Talking
with the drivers like Helio and past drivers like Little Al and Bobby Unser is just great. I’ve enjoyed talking to the
younger guys, but there’s nothing like talking to a legend. Having that experience and being out here for the 100th
anniversary is something very special for me. It’s a very impressive place.”
***
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Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Unser already has arrived at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 over the next 12 days. Unser will be one of 11 Indianapolis 500
winners driving 11 Indianapolis 500-winning cars during pre-race ceremonies Sunday, May 29.
Unser will drive the No. 8 National that Joe Dawson guided to victory in the 1912 Indianapolis 500. The car features
a second seat for a riding mechanic, which will be filled by Unser’s wife, Lisa.
BOBBY UNSER (On being a part of the 100th anniversary pre-race festivities): “It’s going to be a great honor to
drive the 1912 winning car. They had riding mechanics in those days, and my wife is going to ride in the mechanic’s
seat. So she’s got to know that if that thing runs out of gas, she has to get out and push. But it really is going to be
nice to drive that car. I mean, this is the 100th anniversary of the greatest race course in the entire world. It’s been
around for a hundred years. That’s a lot of history. You look at the Museum, all these winning cars, it’s just
awesome.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
4:05 p.m. – Track closed for the day due to rain.
***
FASTEST TIMES/SPEEDS OF PRACTICE:
Pos. Car Name Time Speed
1. 27 Marco Andretti 40.7875 220.656
2. 27 Mike Conway 40.9259 219.910
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE QUOTES:
MIKE CONWAY (No. 27 Hire Heroes USA/7-Eleven/Dr Pepper): (On practicing in the cold weather): “When it’s
that cold, unless the race is going to be like that, it’s not really worth running out there. We won’t learn too much in
it. Not much to be gained today. It does kind of give us more tires to use for the rest of the week each day. Hopefully
it warms up a bit tomorrow.” (On the shortened amount of practice time before qualifications): “It’s not far away.
We always think we have loads of time at the beginning of the week, and then it’s always the same thing. You get to
the last couple of days, and if you haven’t quite got the car right, then you’re going to be rushing a bit more. As long
as the car is good and you keep chipping away at it, I think that’s the main thing. I think we’re really close. I think
we’ve got a good balance, and I think the speed is there. We’ve just got to take our time and know that qualifying
isn’t that far away.” (On his reason for practicing and having Marco Andretti in the car): “We made some changes
overnight, and we wanted to get a feel for what it felt like. It’s good for me to let (Marco) have a feel and see if I’m
feeling the same things as him. We had the same comments, and we got some good back-to-back running.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 27 Hire Heroes USA/7-Eleven/Dr Pepper): (On practicing in the cold weather): “I think
I have a little bit of my grandfather in me to where I was probably the only one on the team that thinks we can learn
something. At the same time, though, I think I was just trying to convince them so that I could go drive. I just
wanted to feel out a different setup and thought, ‘Why not?’” (On his goals for the day): “I was able to try a setup
that I haven’t run yet. I just kind of got my thoughts on it and a second opinion. You always learn. If we were going
through pretty extensive test items and stuff like that, it’s different. I just wanted to feel out an overall package.” (On
the shortened schedule before qualifying): “I think guys like me, we could be in trouble if we slip a little bit. I’m not
sure it’s experience because I’m going to be flat those four laps, and it’s whether the car wants to do it or not. It’s
going to be super-competitive out there. We’re going to try to get what we can get.”
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WILL POWER (No. 12 Verizon Team Penske): “It is always great to be at Indy, just walking through the garage
area and seeing the fans that show up braving the elements. It is a shame that the weather hasn’t been cooperating
with us much this week. The Verizon guys have been staying busy preparing the car and my engineer, and I have
had plenty of time to discuss our strategy moving forward. I am really looking forward to getting back on track.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 IZOD Team Penske): “This weather has been a factor here at the Speedway, and even
though I would rather be out on the track, it is really special just coming to the track every day. The fans are
amazing. The fact that they show up in this damp, cold weather really shows how dedicated they are. Our No. 6
IZOD car is all polished up and ready to run. Now, we just need the weather to give us a chance so we can get out
there and see what we can do.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Shell V-Power/Pennzoil Ultra Team Penske): “Man, it’s tough just sitting and not
having a chance to run, especially at this place because it’s so awesome. We did a lot of media today and stayed as
busy as we could, but there’s nothing like getting out there and running 220 miles an hour. Hopefully we can get
things going tomorrow in the Shell V-Power Pennzoil Ultra car and work on preparation for qualifying as well as the
race.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Herbalife Schmidt Pelfrey Racing): (About passing time during weather delays): “You
just kind of relax on a day like today. It’s a lot easier (not to run today) than Sunday, since I didn’t get to run on
Saturday. It’s tough when you haven’t run yet (like on Saturday) and it rains (on Sunday). You haven’t even driven
yet. At least we got some decent laps yesterday, and we know our cars are very strong. I’m quite a bit more at ease
than I was on Sunday.” (Are you starting to think about qualifying?): “I think because of the field this year, you’re
thinking about qualifying all the time. I think we’re going to be good, but we haven’t even gotten anywhere close to
qualifying setup yet. I’m feeling very positive.” (About alliance with Brian Herta Autosport): “We had a car
yesterday that was P1 in practice and they had a quick car, so we get to work with those guys and figure out what
they were doing and if it was much different and see what we could do to improve ourselves. Hopefully that just
rises the tide. If one side decides to go down the road of experimentation, it’s very useful to be able to look at that
and analyze the data and know what that experiment generated.”
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “We did two good runs yesterday with a
change in between. It was valuable to have some data for today and to look back at last year’s data and evaluate it.
With that we could see today if the changes we made over winter paid off. Having that data is important for a day
like today when you have a lot of down time to burn. It’s nice to see that our car is up to pace and we’re on top of
the chart so far for the week. Even if it’s early, the weather plays a really important part. If you don’t need to run
very much, and your car is already right there, it’s a relief for everyone on the team. The teams that are very
concerned are the teams that have a plan to run many, many miles. The weather, obviously, makes them very
frustrated and disappointed because it interferes with their plan. For us, we had a plan. We knew we weren’t going
to run the first day. The second day, we wanted to run, but it rained. The third day, we finally ran and were pleased
with the number of laps we were able to run and the information we have.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 22 Z-Line Designs/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “Missing today and missing Sunday is a lot
of track time that we haven’t been able to get. It feels like we have spent more time waiting than running, so it’s a
pretty short month because of that. It will be tough for qualifying, but we’ll make the most of it.”
PAUL TRACY (No. 23 WIX Filters/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “The weather really didn’t play ball with us today.
A couple of people ran, but it wasn’t conditions that we wanted to get out in. We decided to chill and take the time
to comb through the car. I think it puts us in a better position tire-wise. Generally speaking, we are in pretty good
shape, and it didn’t hurt us. We will wait and see what the weather does tomorrow.”
ANA BEATRIZ (No. 24 Team Ipiranga/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “It was so cold and was still kind of raining
today, so the team decided not to run. We spent the day to go over stuff and improve the cars even more. Tomorrow
it looks like it will be a little bit warmer, and we can run a lot. We will be closer to qualifying, and hopefully we will
get a couple of days to practice some things.”
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DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 11 HP/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “We had hoped to go out today to chase some
speed, but the weather didn’t cooperate with us. We hope to get back out tomorrow and find a couple miles per hour
in the HP Everybody On Car.”
***
Team Penske driver Ryan Briscoe and his wife, Nicole, are conducting an Indianapolis 500 contest on Twitter for
the second consecutive year, with the winner receiving an all-expenses paid trip to the race May 29.
The follower of Briscoe (@RyanBriscoe6) who guesses his four-lap qualifying average to the thousandth of a mph
(three digits past the decimal) will win round-trip airfare for two from anywhere in the country, four nights’ hotel
accommodations, tickets to the 2011 Indianapolis 500 and other “cool swag,” Briscoe said.
To enter, followers must post their guess at Briscoe’s average qualifying speed on his Twitter feed
(@RyanBriscoe6) by midnight (ET) Friday, May 20. The “tweets” must contain the hash-tag “#BriscoeIndy500” to
be eligible and also must include Briscoe’s qualifying position as a tiebreaker.
The winner will be selected from all proper entries following the completion of Indy 500 qualifying.
***
Nine Indianapolis 500 teams will compete Wednesday morning for the final three spots in the IZOD Indy 500 Pit
Stop Challenge on Miller Lite Carb Day, Friday, May 27. The three quickest teams from this lineup will earn a spot
in the 12-team Challenge:
KV Racing Technology-Lotus (#59 Viso), KV Racing Technology-Lotus (#82 Kanaan), Team Penske (#3
Castroneves), Newman/Haas Racing (#2 Servia), Andretti Autosport (#7 Patrick), Andretti Autosport (#27
Conway), Andretti Autosport (#28 Hunter-Reay), A.J. Foyt Enterprises (#14 Meira), KV Racing Technology-SH
Racing (#07 Scheckter).
Nine teams already have qualified for the Challenge based on pit performance between the 2010 Indianapolis 500
and the Itaipava Sao Paulo Indy 300 presented by Nestle earlier this month:
KV Racing Technology-Lotus (#5 Sato), Team Penske (#6 Briscoe), Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#9 Dixon), Target
Chip Ganassi Racing (#10 Franchitti), Team Penske (#12 Power), Dreyer & Reinbold Racing (#22 Wilson), Andretti
Autosport (#26 M. Andretti), Newman/Haas Racing (#06 Hinchcliffe), Dale Coyne Racing (TBD).
***
Alfe Heat Treating has signed as an associate sponsor of A.J. Foyt Racing for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis
500. The sponsorship marks the company’s first venture into motorsports.
The “alfe” logo will appear on the nose of the No. 14 ABC Supply Indy car driven by Vitor Meira and on the engine
cover of the No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing car driven by Bruno Junqueira.
Headquartered in Fort Wayne, Ind., Alfe Heat Treating, Inc. is the largest commercial aluminum heat treating
operation in the United States. The company operates plants throughout the Midwest and Southeast serving
aerospace, automotive, military and commercial customers with both ferrous and non-ferrous facilities. For more
details, visit www.al-fe.com.
KURT WESTMAN (President, Alfe Corporate Group): “Growing up here in Indiana, the Indianapolis 500 and time
trials was something I looked forward to every year. Along with the race came the drivers you always wanted to
win, your heroes, and A.J. Foyt was one of mine. What an honor for me and Alfe Heat Treating to be a small part of
the A.J. Foyt Racing team. Everyone here at Alfe is excited and hoping that this year we can help bring the team to
victory.”
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A.J. FOYT: “I’m real proud to welcome Alfe Heat Treating to our team. I think we have a good chance in this year’s
500 to post our best finish in quite a while. I appreciate the support that Alfe is providing toward that goal.”
***
A total of 59 cars are currently at the Speedway, and 59 have passed technical inspection.
Two drivers were on track today, turning 13 laps. Mike Conway turned eight laps, most of any driver.
Forty drivers have been on track this month, turning 2,479 total laps.
There were three cautions for a total of 82 minutes today.
***
WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

END DAY 4 NOTES
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M. Andretti, Conway Only Drivers On Track On Chilly Day
By Dave Lewandowski
Tuesday, May 17, 2011
Mike Conway shook down the No. 27 Hire Heroes car on the Indianapolis Motor Speedway after some tweaks
overnight, and Andretti Autosport teammate Marco Andretti got in five laps “to get the feel of a different setup.”
That was the extent of on-track action – save for crews tuning up on pit lane for pit stop competition qualifications
May 18 -- on a day more reminiscent of mid-autumn than mid-spring. The green flag flew at noon for the start of the
six-hour session, but light rain sent the flagman packing at 4:05 p.m. The track opens for all cars at noon (ET) May
18.
“We just wanted to feel some of those (changes) and see what we had,” Conway said. “These were certainly not
ideal weather conditions and aren't representative of what we're going to see in a few days, so it didn't make too
much sense to log a lot of laps.”
It was the second session of preparations for Pole Day/Tom Carnegie Day on May 21 cut short because of weather
conditions, which impacts team strategy relating to setup testing and tire/engine conservation. For some, a day lost
to the weather is built into the plan. For others, such as Andretti, who’s chasing speed, the lap counter needs to rise.
He has a quick lap of 224.215 mph (40.1163 seconds) in his No. 26 Team Venom primary car with a tow, which is
15th on the combined speed chart. Still, he’s concerned.
“It makes a difference (that he didn’t get in a full session). Who knows if we would have gained or they would have
gained on us,” said Andretti, who has three top-five finishes in his five starts at Indy. “I’m really worried about the
speed of our car. I’ve driven exactly Danica’s setup 3 miles an hour off of her (lap time). I can’t explain why. I’m
worried about qualifying for this race. It is still early days, but I honestly think if you’re not going to be qualifying in
the top 10 you should be worried.”
There are 40 entrants who have recorded laps, with 33 starting spots available on May 21-22. Alex Tagliani’s lap of
225.878 mph in the No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins car for Sam Schmidt Motorsports, posted a day earlier, stands as the
quickest of the month.
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Daily Trackside Report - Wednesday, May 18
Wednesday, May 18, 2011
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

***
Light rain was falling over the Speedway this morning.
***
Recent Butler University graduate and basketball standout Matt Howard visited the track today. Howard, from
Connersville, Ind., helped the Bulldogs reach the NCAA men’s basketball final each of the last two seasons.
Howard was scheduled to wave the green flag to start practice today, but had to leave the track before the raindelayed start of the session due to prior commitments.
MATT HOWARD: (On having the opportunity to wave the green flag for practice): “Just to be a small part of this
place is something really special. If we’re able to go and have cars on the track, I can’t wait to wave the green flag
and see everybody doing their thing. I’m definitely excited about doing that. It’s a very nice honor. Not a whole lot
of people are able to do it, and to be selected is quite an honor.” (On the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “I came to
the race last year with the team, and that was a lot of fun. This place is something that holds a lot of tradition. It’s a
special place, and I think anyone here will tell you that this track and this event are pretty special. I think it’s a big
part of Indianapolis. I've tried to watch at least portions of every race for the last five years or so. I understand quite
a bit about it, and I’ve gotten to know Ed Carpenter a bit because he’s from Butler and he’s someone I’ll follow to
see how he does. Hopefully, I’ll get to see him a little bit today.”
***
Some fun with Indianapolis 500 numbers, provided by Sam Schmidt Motorsports:
Not only has car number 77 never won the Indianapolis 500, no car with a number between 70 and 79 has ever been
to victory lane in the race. Perhaps more interesting is that cars carrying single-digit numbers and numbers in the
teens, 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 60’s 80’s and 90’s all have been to Victory Lane with only the 70s left out. Alex
Tagliani, driver of the No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins Dallara/Honda Firestone for SSM, is certainly hoping to change
that in 2011.
***
3 p.m. – Trucks running around oval in track-drying effort, with teams and cars on pit lane.
3:25 p.m. – Light rain begins falling again.
4:04 p.m. – Track closed for the day due to rain. No cars on track today. This is the second complete washout of the
event, as there was no track activity Sunday, May 15.
***
The last time two entire days of Indianapolis 500 practice were washed out in one week was May 12-13, 2006.
***
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Since veteran practice opened Saturday, May 14, 17 hours and 58 minutes of the scheduled 30 hours of track time
have been lost due to rain.
***
1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal talked about the effect of rain delays this month. Rahal co-owns Rahal
Letterman Lanigan LLC, which is fielded a car for Bertrand Baguette.
BOBBY RAHAL: “Well, it’s the same for everybody. I think we’ve had time to get these cars prepared pretty well
for this month. We’ve had some good practice so far, but it’s like I said, it’s the same for everybody, and we’ll just
have to find a way to deal with it. There are a lot of little things you can do. You get more time to look the car over,
go through all of the data, find ways to make it better and really dig deeper.”
***
A special Team Penske/Indianapolis 500 edition of the acclaimed “The Charlie Rose Show” at 11 p.m. (ET) tonight
on PBS. The show will feature in-depth interviews with Team Penske drivers Helio Castroneves, Ryan Briscoe and
Will Power, and team owner Roger Penske.
The show also will be rebroadcast in the United States at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. (ET) Thursday, May 19 on the
Bloomberg Network.
***
Japanese racer Takuma Sato is collaborating with local students in a project to support the With You Japan charity
program, which he created to help empower local child-care professionals in Japan to provide responsive and
proactive care to thousands of children as they try to move forward with their lives.
A total of 137 students from the Towne Meadow Elementary School in Carmel, Ind., are taking part in an arts
project. They will assemble themselves at ground level to recreate the Japanese flag when photographed from above.
The local fire department also is involved by providing a fire truck rescue bucket to serve as the elevated platform
for the photograph.
The students want to send this personal and original message of togetherness and solidarity to their counterparts in
Japan, many of whom have had their lives torn apart by the recent earthquake and tsunami.
Sato visited the school today to thank the school for its participation and to answer questions about the disaster. He
visited the affected areas near Sendai last week and has first-hand experience of the extent of the devastation.
TAKUMA SATO: “I really appreciate the local kids getting involved in this project. There is so much work to be
done over in Japan, and people there really need to know that they are not alone. The whole world is doing what it
can to help them. I love the idea of the flag picture; it will make a really powerful and interesting message to
Japanese kids.”
TIM PHARES (Principal, Towne Meadow Elementary School): “We are extremely excited to partner with Takuma
Sato and his project With You Japan. Each year it is tradition for Towne Meadow fifth-grade students to participate
in a service project before heading off to middle school. We want our students to understand the importance of
giving to others, and this endeavor brought a unique opportunity to connect with students through art all the way
across the world. It is our hope we can make a difference by sending a message of togetherness and support to the
boys and girls in Japan. Our students thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity and learned a great deal from this project.
Towne Meadow is with you, Japan.”
***
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2005 Indianapolis 500 winner Dan Wheldon will team up with the Alzheimer’s Association at this year’s 100th
Anniversary Indianapolis 500 to raise awareness for the disease. Wheldon will carry the Alzheimer’s Association
logo on his No. 98 William Rast-Curb/Big Machine entry fielded by Bryan Herta Autosport with Curb/Agajanian.
According to the 2011 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures, Alzheimer's disease is the sixth-leading cause of
death in the United States, and today as many as 5.4 million Americans are living with the disease. Every 69
seconds, someone in America develops Alzheimer’s disease, and by mid-century someone will develop Alzheimer’s
every 33 seconds.
To learn more, visit alz.org.
DAN WHELDON: “I’m honored to announce my partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association at the Indianapolis
500. My mother was recently diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease at the age of 55. You can imagine the
impact this news has had on me and my family. This is a cause very dear to my heart, and I hope that by teaming up
with the Alzheimer’s Association, I can help raise awareness on the toll this devastating disease has on individuals
with the disease and their families as well as how important early diagnosis is for this population.”
***
The time trials to qualify teams for the remaining slots in the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge were rained out
today. They will take place Thursday morning.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE QUOTES:
PIPPA MANN (No. 36 Conquest Racing): “Welcome to Groundhog Day! Actually, today wasn’t quite Groundhog
day because we did get as far as pit lane, and I actually got as far as being strapped into my car before it started to
rain again. One minute to green - I’m sitting there, and suddenly the rain started coming down all around me, so we
headed back to the garage area. We only wanted to get out there and do a couple of runs today, to see if we finally
had a handle on this small niggle we’ve got going on, but unfortunately the weather is just not playing ball. It’s
going to make the next few days pretty insane, not just for us but for everyone. the track is going to be extremely
busy, and it’s going to be fairly intense. But, to use an American phrase, it is what it is!”
SCOTT SPEED (No. 20 Dragon Racing Fuzzy’s Vodka): “As a rookie, having less track time is definitely not the
best thing in the world. It definitely makes things a little more difficult. We’ll do our best to take it in stride. I think
we’ll be OK with it. We have a lot of resources here. There’s nothing extra you can really do to prepare for the race,
but I feel good right now. I think we’re making good moves and going about everything intelligently. I can’t ask for
anything more right now. At this point, it’s all about track time. I mean, we’re just waiting.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Herbalife Schmidt Pelfrey Racing): (About sitting through rain delays): “I’m used to it
now. As long as I’ve driven a little bit this month, I feel fine at least in terms of knowing what I’ve got and knowing
that we’re strong. So, the anxiety is much less, especially having done this for a few years. You learn rain is always
going to be an issue.” (What advice would you provide to a younger driver during delays?): “I don’t know if it’d be
so much the younger guys as it would be the guys who in their first couple of runs felt they really needed to work on
the car a lot more. If I was in that situation, I’d really be hoping to get out there and keep making adjustments.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Shell V-Power/Pennzoil Ultra Team Penske): “It’s kind of like the same story all
over again. We came close to getting on track today, but once again, Mother Nature had something else in mind for
us. We’ll just work a little harder when we do get a chance to run, hopefully tomorrow. Things are looking good on
the Shell V-Power Pennzoil Ultra Team Penske car, and we’ll be ready to go as soon as we get the opportunity.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 IZOD Team Penske): “Unfortunately, the weather hampered our chances of getting back
out on track again today, which tests our patience with not being able get more laps done here in Indy. It’s
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frustrating, but knowing we have such good data to fall back on here at Team Penske keeps us from getting too
anxious just yet. Hopefully tomorrow provides better weather, and we can get back to work in the No. 6 IZOD Team
Penske car.”
WILL POWER (No. 12 Verizon Team Penske): “It was just a waiting game today. We almost had the chance to run.
Two days in a row of not getting on track is kind of a bummer. The Verizon car is in great shape, and I have every
confidence that the team will give me a fast race car. It is definitely going to be busy when we finally do get on
track. On a positive note, I’ve had plenty of time to meet with the media and our sponsors over the last couple of
days. Let’s hope we can get on track Thursday for fans and drivers alike.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 22 Z-Line Designs/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “Another wet day. We tried to get out there
and we took the Z-Line Designs car out to pit lane, but every time it looked like we were close to going out, it would
start raining again. It’s not good conditions. You didn’t want to be caught out on track when it started to sprinkle
like that. It’s disappointing because it’s another day gone, but hopefully from here the weather will get better and we
will be able to get some good running in. At least this way we are not going to be restricted on miles or tires; we can
do all of the running we want once the weather clears up.”
PAUL TRACY (No. 23 WIX Filters/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “It is what it is out there today; we can’t control
Mother Nature. I’m just thankful that I’m with the team that I’m with in Dreyer & Reinbold Racing. We’ve got a
solid car and a solid foundation, and we already know where we’re at. We know exactly what we want to do. In
terms of not being on track, I would be more upset if we were struggling, but I think that we are in a pretty good
position to put it in on the first day. I think our cars are strong, and I’m not overly upset about not being able to get
out on track. We can’t control what the weather does, and like I said, I’m just glad that I’m with the team that I’m
with because we have great cars under us.”
ANA BEATRIZ (No. 24 Team Ipiranga/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “It’s just disappointing, another day without
running. We got so close to being able to go out, but as soon as we started the engine it started to rain again, and it
takes forever to dry up the track and we are done for the day because of it. It’s disappointing, but we just have to
breathe and wait for tomorrow, and maybe we can finally run more.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 11 HP/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “It’s another rain day at Indy. We made some
changes to the HP car, and we were anxious to go try them. On the program that we have, we are getting back on
pace with everybody else with our tire allotment, so I’m not sure if this helps us or hurts us or what, but it’s the same
for everybody. Tomorrow, Friday, Saturday and Sunday all look good, so we will shoot for that.”
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers &Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “The weather is a concern, obviously. If
we had been struggling from the get-go and the car was hard to drive with no speed, we would be praying for sun.
At the same time, we know what we have. We know what the car is capable of doing. It’s too early to say we are
going to be contenders, but we are pretty pleased with the pace of the car. In regards to the weather, we are
definitely going to be ready and make sure we are out there running when we need to be to make sure we are in the
window for qualifying. It (the rain) is more of a shame for the fans than for us.”
***
A total of 59 cars are currently at the Speedway, and 59 have passed technical inspection.
No drivers were on track today. Forty drivers have been on track this month, turning 2,479 total laps.
There was one caution for four hours, four minutes today, due to rain.
***
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open
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Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

END DAY 5 NOTES
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Let's try it again May 19
By Dave Lewandowski
May 18, 2011
At 2:30 and 3:30 p.m., the starter received the three-minute warning from Race Control, signaling that drying of the
2.5 miles of Indianapolis Motor Speedway from a daylight-long mist was complete and the practice session was a
go.
But he never had the opportunity to wave the green flag as rain clouds appeared to be anchored over the Speedway
and the session was canceled at 4:04 p.m. It was the fourth time in five days that rain shortened or eliminated a
practice session for the 100th anniversary Indianapolis 500.
The last time two entire days of Indianapolis 500 practice were washed out in one week was May 12-13, 2006. Since
veteran practice opened May 14, 17 hours, 58 minutes of the scheduled 30 hours of track time have been lost
because of weather conditions.
One day lost is built into teams' programs, but multiple days -- especially for rookies and Indy-only drivers -severely cuts into their preparation time for Pole Day (May 21), when the first 24 spots on the 33-car grid will be
determined. With a deep field of 40 entrants -- which includes former '500' winners Dan Wheldon and Buddy Rice
as Indy-only competitors -- no one is guaranteed a starting spot.
"In terms of not being on track, I would be more upset if we were struggling but I think that we are in a pretty good
position to put it in on the first day," said Paul Tracy, who's competing for Dreyer & Reinbold Racing in the No. 23
WIX Filters entry. "I think our cars are strong and I'm not overly upset about not being able to get out on track. We
can't control what the weather does and like I said I'm just glad that I'm with the team that I'm with because we have
great cars under us."
The next session is scheduled for noon-6 p.m. (ET) May 19. Weather permitting.
"To use an American phrase, 'It is what it is,' '' said Conquest Racing driver Pippa Mann, who is seeking to qualify
for her first 500 Mile Race. "We did get as far as pit lane, and I actually got as far as being strapped into my car
before it started to rain again. One minute to green I'm sitting there and suddenly the rain started coming down all
around me, so we headed back to the garage area.
"We only wanted to get out there and do a couple of runs today, to see if we finally had a handle on this small niggle
we've got going on, but unfortunately the weather is just not playing ball. It's going to make the next few days pretty
insane, not just for us but for everyone. The track is going to be extremely busy, and it's going to be fairly intense."
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Early start on 'Planking Day'
By Dave Lewandowski
May 18, 2011
Planking is the action of lying face down with arms to the sides of the body, in unusual public spaces and
photographing it.
That's the definition. The intent, like many fads through the years, is more nebulous.
Within minutes Scott Dixon using his race car as a prop in the Target Chip Ganassi Racing garage at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway for his head-and-toe variation, multiple IZOD IndyCar Series drivers added their own
planking photos to social media outlets.
"I want to do a plank on the rear wing, but the team won't let me," Dixon said. "Maybe I'll sneak into the garage and
and put it on Twitter."
Pics are needed or it didn't happen.
The Planking Australia group on Facebook, which claims to have initiated the idea, has announced May 25 as the
inaugural Planking Day to encourage new and group planking. I don't expect IZOD IndyCar Series drivers -- even
the closest of teammates -- to participate in group planking.

40

Daily Trackside Report - Thursday, May 19
Thursday, May 19, 2011
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

Three Indianapolis 500 teams earned the final three spots in the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge during time trials
this morning. Teams changed four tires and performed a simulated fueling hookup.
The three qualifiers:
1. #82 Tony Kanaan KV Racing Technology-Lotus 7.895 seconds
2. #27 Mike Conway Andretti Autosport 8.634
3. #3 Helio Castroneves Team Penske 9.097
#28 Ryan Hunter-Reay was fourth, 9.134. Twelve teams will compete in the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge on
Miller Lite Carb Day, Friday, May 27. These nine teams previously qualified based on pit performance between the
2010 Indianapolis 500 and the Itaipava Sao Paulo Indy 300 presented by Nestle earlier this month:
KV Racing Technology-Lotus (#5 Sato), Team Penske (#6 Briscoe), Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#9 Dixon), Target
Chip Ganassi Racing (#10 Franchitti), Team Penske (#12 Power), Dreyer & Reinbold Racing (#22 Wilson), Andretti
Autosport (#26 M. Andretti), Newman/Haas Racing (#06 Hinchcliffe), Dale Coyne Racing (TBD).
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 66 degrees with a relative humidity of 68 percent and winds from the west at
10 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 92 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. #27 Conway first on track.
12:10 p.m. -- #67 Carpenter fastest at 224.134.
12:25 p.m. – YELLOW. Sparks shower from bottom of #78 De Silvestro’s car entering Turn 3. Car hits outside
retaining wall between Turns 3 and 4. Car jumps, spins and rides wall backward, making secondary contact with
catch fence in entrance of Turn 4. Car stops upside down on fire in apron in Turn 4. Fire extinguished, De Silvestro
climbs from car with assistance from Holmatro Safety Team.
Senators Dick Lugar and Dan Coats are proud to announce the passage of a U.S. Senate Resolution recognizing the
100th Anniversary of the Indianapolis 500. The resolution passed the Senate through unanimous consent May 18.
The full text of the resolution is available here.
DICK LUGAR (U.S. Senator, R-Ind.): “The Indy 500 is a proud Hoosier tradition. Each May, the Indy 500 brings
hundreds of thousands of spectators to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and we are pleased to showcase Indiana to
so many wonderful visitors. The Indy 500 serves as a demonstration of Indiana’s proud automotive heritage. I am
pleased to join with Senator Coats and the rest of the United States Senate in recognizing the 100th anniversary of
the race and look forward to many more years of this Hoosier institution.”
DAN COATS (U.S. Senator, R-Ind.): “The Indianapolis 500 is the world’s most famous and prestigious automobile
race. The 500 holds a special place in the history of the automobile and Indiana. This May, Hoosiers celebrate the
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100th anniversary of this great tradition and look forward to another exciting race and century of Indianapolis
motorsports.”
Amos Brown, Indianapolis AM 1310 The Light radio talk show host, was the honorary starter today. Brown also
rode in the Indy Racing Experience two-seater car this morning.
AMOS BROWN: (About his ride in the two-seater Indycar): “It was a great experience. First of all, having the
honor to be driven around by Johnny Rutherford was a great experience. And it’s something that I will remember
when my granddaughter is trying to drive. I won’t be as nervous with her as I was when I was in the car with JR. I
didn’t realize all of the g-forces that the drivers deal with. I felt like I was getting pressed down. It gave me a better
understanding of what these men and women go through to do their jobs.” (On waving the green flag to start
practice for the Indianapolis 500): “That was fun. I think once I got used to the cars going by, it felt no different than
if I was on the other side of the catch fence. It was a thrill to be that close to the action. That’s when I realized that:
‘Oh, OK. This is pretty fun.’ I also realized that these guys have a job to do, and there are lot of them that are trying
to make the race. I never want to be in the way of people doing their job. I’m just in awe of what they are doing. I’m
glad that I brought, hopefully, good weather and full day of practice so they can get ready for Saturday.”
Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, INDYCAR medical director: Simona de Silvestro is awake and alert and
being transported via ground to Methodist Hospital for further evaluation of second-degree burns to her right hand
and superficial burns to her left hand.
Today is the 38th birthday of two-time and defending Indianapolis 500 winner Dario Franchitti.
ESPN Classic will present a week-long tribute in honor of the 100th anniversary of the Indianapolis 500. The 2011
edition of “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” airs Sunday, May 29 on ABC, with pre-race at 11 a.m. (ET).
All week long beginning Monday, May 23, ESPN Classic will air classic Indy 500 races and ”SportsCentury”
programming. On the actual 100th anniversary, May 30, ESPN Classic will present a 27-hour marathon anchored by
a re-air of the 2011 race.
Jenna Wolfe, the Sunday co-anchor of “Weekend TODAY” and a correspondent for “TODAY” on NBC, visited the
track today to film an upcoming segment on the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 for “Weekend Today.”
Wolfe rode in the Indy Racing Experience two-seat car with Mario Andretti driving and interviewed 2010
Indianapolis 500 Chase Rookie of the Year Simona De Silvestro, IMS Historian Donald Davidson and IMS Director
of Photography Ron McQueeney.
The Indiana Section of SAE International will announce the winner of the 45th annual Louis Schwitzer Award
sponsored by BorgWarner at 11 a.m. Friday, May 20 in the Economaki Press Conference Room.
The Louis Schwitzer Award, presented by engineers to engineers, recognizes individuals with the courage and
conviction to explore and develop new concepts in motorsports technology for use in the Indianapolis 500 Mile
Race. The award has been presented annually since 1967 by the Indiana Section of SAE International in honor of
early racing pioneer and past Indiana Section Chairman Louis Schwitzer.
Award sponsor BorgWarner provides a $10,000 cash prize to the winner. SAE International also provides a $1,000
scholarship to the engineering school of the winner’s choice and doubles the scholarship amount if the winner was a
past Formula SAE participant. In addition, the winner’s name is added to the permanent trophy on display in the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum.
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
1:01 p.m. – GREEN. Previous caution for #78 De Silvestro’s accident lasted 36 minutes. #7 Patrick fastest at
226.267.
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1:36 p.m. -- #77 Tagliani fastest at 226.541. #4 Hildebrand second at 226.527.
3 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. #77 Tagliani fastest at 226.541.
3:12 p.m. – GREEN.
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient Bruce P. Crandall has been named honorary starter for the 100th
Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Mile Race on Sunday, May 29, waving the green flag to begin racing for the field of
33 drivers at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Retired Col. Crandall, who flew more than 900 missions as a helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War, received the
Congressional Medal of Honor – the highest military decoration awarded by the United States government – in
2007.
Crandall was honored for his leadership, heroism and courage during the Battle of Ia Drang on Nov. 14, 1965. He
led the first major division operation of airmobile troops into Landing Zone X-Ray in the Ia Drang Valley and is
credited with evacuating some 70 wounded comrades with his wing man and fellow Medal of Honor recipient Major
Ed Freeman. The two also flew in the ammunition needed for the 1/7th Cavalry to survive. The craft Crandall was
flying was unarmed.
During his military career, Crandall also received a Bronze Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, a Presidential Unit
Citation and a Purple Heart among numerous other citations.
The 2002 movie “We Were Soldiers” was based on the operation for which Crandall was awarded the Medal of
Honor, with 1997 Academy Award nominee Greg Kinnear appearing as Crandall.
BRUCE P. CRANDALL: “I’m thrilled and honored to be selected as the honorary starter for the Indianapolis 500 in
its 100th anniversary year,” Crandall said. “The race is an American tradition, and I’m very grateful for the
continued tributes to the U.S. Armed Forces during the pre-race ceremonies every year. I can’t wait to get into the
starter’s stand.”
JEFF BELSKUS (President and CEO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation): “It’s a great honor to welcome
Bruce Crandall to serve as the honorary starter of the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500. The Indianapolis 500 has
paid tribute to the service and sacrifice of our Armed Forces since its inception on Memorial Day weekend in 1911,
and it’s a privilege for a true American hero to send the field of 33 on its way toward Victory Lane at such a historic
race.”
A comparison of the specifications of the No. 32 Marmon “Wasp” that Ray Harroun drove to victory in the
inaugural Indianapolis 500 in 1911 and the cars that will compete in the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 on
Sunday, May 29.
1911 Marmon “Wasp” 2011 IndyCar Series Car
* Weight 2,500 pounds 1,565 pounds
* Height 56 inches 38 inches (maximum)
* Length 187 inches 192 inches (minimum)
* Wheelbase 116 inches 121.5-122 inches
* Engine Size 477 cubic inches (7.8 liters) 213.6 cubic inches (3.5 liters)
* Engine Horsepower Slightly less than 100 635 at 10,300 RPM
* Top Speed 100 mph 230 mph
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* Tire Dimensions 34” x 4.5” (Firestone) 25.8 x 10” (Firestone front)
* 26.8-27.3” x 14-14.5” (Firestone rear)
* Fuel Gasoline 100 percent fuel-grade ethanol
Fans can text “Indy500” to 88769 to receive up-to-the-minute details, updates and happenings from the Indianapolis
500 throughout the Month of May.
U.S. Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe will dedicate and issue for the first time the 100th Anniversary
Indianapolis 500 United States Postal Service commemorative stamp at a ceremony Friday, May 20 at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
The event will take place at 10 a.m. at the IMS Pagoda Plaza on the Coca-Cola Stage.
The 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 stamp, which features the Marmon “Wasp” driven by inaugural
Indianapolis 500 winner Ray Harroun, is one of 25 subjects highlighted in the USPS 2011 Commemorative Stamp
Program. The stamp will be a “Forever Stamp,” always equal in value to the current First Class Mail 1-ounce letter
regardless of price changes in the future.
Also participating in the ceremony will be Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation President and Chief Executive
Officer Jeff Belskus, Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard and 1985 Indianapolis 500 pole winner Pancho Carter.
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
4:36 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #12 Power. Crew reported car ran out of fuel.
4:42 p.m. – GREEN.
4:59 p.m. -- #77 Tagliani fastest at 227.652, fastest lap of month. Sam Schmidt Motorsports teammate #99 Bell
second at 226.741.
5:23 p.m. – Top seven drivers on speed chart faster than 226 mph.
Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, INDYCAR medical director: Simona de Silvestro has been released from
Methodist Hospital. She will meet with INDYCAR medical officials Friday to evaluate her driving status.
De Silvestro suffered second-degree burns to her right hand and superficial burns to her left hand in a crash earlier
today.
She will be available for interviews at 11:15 a.m. Friday on the fourth floor of the Media Center.
BMW Team Rahal Letterman Lanigan American Le Mans Series driver Joey Hand visited the track today.
JOEY HAND (About coming to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “I’ve never gotten out here and watched Indy
cars go around. I thought it would be a good time to come around and see some people. My Rahal guys are all here.
I’ve got a bit of a break from the American Le Mans Series, so I came out here to support them. I once said I wasn’t
going to come out here unless I was racing, so some people had to talk me into coming here and meeting people.”
(On his interest in Indy cars): “To come here and finally see an Indy car go by is really cool. I get to see what Indy is
all about. I watched it all the time as a kid. I watched Indy. In fact, I watched my boss, Bobby Rahal, race here when
I was growing up. To be honest, I’ve definitely got some interest in the Las Vegas race at the end of the year. I just
wanted to get my face out here. A long time ago, Kim Green told me that I’m not going to get a job sitting on my
couch. So I wanted to make sure I got out here and met people. I met Randy Bernard, and he’s really nice. I’m
obviously going to stay in sports cars, but this Las Vegas deal for 5 million bucks is something that’s really
intriguing. The Rahal guys are interested in it and, who knows, maybe we’ll get to Indy next year.”
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HVM Racing owner Keith Wiggins reported this afternoon that the No. 78 Nuclear Clean Air Energy HVM Racing
entry driven by Simona De Silvestro was damaged beyond repair in a crash this afternoon.
De Silvestro drove the team’s backup car on Indianapolis Star Opening Day practice Saturday, reaching a top speed
of 219.522 mph in 13 total laps. The backup car was the team’s primary car in the 2010 IZOD IndyCar Series
season, Wiggins said.
KEITH WIGGINS (Owner, HVM Racing): (How confident are you that you can get back in pretty good shape?):
“Yes, we can build a good car, but it probably won’t be as good as the original car because that was built
specifically for here. There are a lot of specialities about building a car for here, and we only had one of those built
because that is all our resources will allow. So the question is will this car be as quick as the other one? That's the
challenge.”
Officials from the International Motorsports Industry Show (IMIS) and C&R Racing Inc., announced today that the
“Rally In The Alley,” a reception exclusively for all INDYCAR team members participating in the Indianapolis 500,
will take place Sunday in Gasoline Alley at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway immediately following the conclusion
of on-track Bump Day activities.
During the reception, the C&R Racing / IMIS “True Grit” Award will be bestowed upon a member of the
INDYCAR community. The $5,000 award is given to a veteran INDYCAR team member who has achieved success,
overcome adversity, excelled in preparation and has exemplified dedication to the highly skilled trade of building
and maintaining IZOD IndyCar Series cars.
Paulsen and C&R established the “True Grit” Award in 1998 for crew members in both the Indianapolis 500 and the
Brickyard 400.
The third annual IMIS event is scheduled for Dec. 8-10 at the Indiana Convention Center.
CHRIS PAULSEN (Owner, C&R Racing; co-founder, IMIS): “Many years ago, Joe Ball and all the guys at
DieHard Batteries used to conduct a big party in Gasoline Alley when the track closed on Bump Day. It was
something all the mechanics and crews looked forward to after a long month of working toward the Indianapolis
500. It gave them a chance to relax a little bit after qualifying and before the race preparation began. Unfortunately,
we haven’t had an event like that at the Speedway in a few years, so we wanted to do something to give back to the
crews who work so hard during the month. The Hulman-George family and Randy Bernard really liked the idea of
bringing an event like this back, and we really appreciate their support and involvement.”
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
5:49 p.m. -- #12 Power fastest at 227.778. #6 Briscoe third at 227.217, #3 Castroneves fourth at 226.927.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice. #12 Will Power fastest at 227.778 mph. The top 12 drivers in practice
today were faster than the previous fastest speed of the month, 225.878 by Alex Tagliani.
FASTEST TIMES/SPEEDS OF PRACTICE:
Pos. Car Name Time Speed
1. 12 Will Power 39.5121 227.778
2. 77 Alex Tagliani 39.5340 227.652
3. 6 Ryan Briscoe 39.6097 227.217
4. 3 Helio Castroneves 39.6604 226.927
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5. 99 Townsend Bell 39.6928 226.741
Fastest rookie: #4 JR Hildebrand, sixth, 226.527
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE QUOTES:
BERTRAND BAGUETTE (No. 30 The RACB/Aspria RLL Special): “Finally we got to do some laps, and again I
think we had a good day. We had a full day of running, and that allowed us to try a number of different things. Most
of them were good, but there were some that didn’t work. It’s all part of the process that you have to go through
here, and I have been really impressed with the way this team goes through their processes. If we keep working like
this, we’re going to have some good speed at qualifying.”
JAY HOWARD (No. 88 Service Central Schmidt-RLL Racing): “What we were able to do in our last outing (this
afternoon) shows just how hard this team works and how good their development process is. The Service Central
crew has worked very hard to find some more speed in the car, and the engineers keep coming up with more options
for us. So we just take the car out with those changes they suggest and keep going faster. I am very encouraged by
what we did today.”
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers &Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “We did well today. We learned a lot.
We had good track position, and we weren’t in a lot of traffic. That lap (227.652 mph), I was behind Dario
Franchitti, so I had a bit of a tow. But it shows that the car is quick and capable of doing it. I think we still have
more to come. We just need to make sure that when it comes time to do it, we have the right balance.” (Do you have
a chance for the pole?): “The way the car is running right now, for sure it is. I think we would be foolish to think that
we couldn’t do it. But the truth is that Penske and Ganassi have really good cars, and they know their way around
this place. They have 10 times more experience than us. I’m sure by qualifying they’re going to do something
amazing to their cars, and all of a sudden they’re going to be up to the top and we’re going to end up fighting with
them. But if that happens, that’s OK. We should be proud that guys like Roger and Chip are looking at us, going,
‘Why are those guys so quick?’ That’s kind of our mindset right now.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): "It was a good, long day. Running lots of laps and in race
setup was what is was all about. It was nice to have the sun out after we lost a few days. So far so good, and
tomorrow it will be about speed.”
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): "We focused on race setup because we weren't sure
how much more time we'd get doing that. We're just working through the program right now, but we've got more
work to do. I'm OK with where we're at right now. The last run there we found something. Looking forward to
tomorrow.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 14 ABC Supply Co A.J. Foyt Racing): “Today confirmed what we were cautious about. We
didn’t know how fast the car is, and I think today confirmed that the car is very fast. There isn’t anybody really
playing around today. Everybody at one point or another did a qualifying run, maybe not as aggressive as they are
going to go in qualifying, but they did a qualifying run. And I think we stuck up pretty good on that. I feel very
confident, very good about the car. Once we qualify on the first day, hopefully we can focus on the race setup on
Sunday. Right now it’s very doable, so I’m happy about that.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 38 Service Central): “Overall, it was a really good day for Service Central Chip Ganassi
Racing. The No. 38 Service Central Honda is good with both high- and low-downforce setups. I’m excited to go out
and qualify this weekend.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing): “It’s very good to be back in the car. And straight out of the box,
we made a good improvement on the last two days that we didn’t run. The guys were able to fit the engine cover
properly. We were able to run 224, which at the time we were P4 on a tow, but then we worked on the car and at the
end we could run decent laps by ourselves. I think we’re getting better every time, and we’re learning about the car.
Still have a little bit to improve but getting better, so I’m happy.”
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DAN WHELDON (No. 98 William Rast-Curb/Big Machine): “We had a good day. It was obviously nice to be on
track. I think one thing the fans don’t see is how hard the guys work on the Bryan Herta Autosport team. They did a
phenomenal job in the days off track. They weren’t sitting in the garage waiting for it to stop raining. They worked
incredibly hard. The car today was good. It seemed certainly reasonable in qualifying trim. We were able to work on
the race car, which is obviously important to me. There are still some improvements to be made but, for as limited
running as we have had, I am pretty encouraged.”
SEBASTIAN SAAVEDRA (No. 34 Conquest Racing): “It was a tough day for the No. 34 Conquest Racing car. We
were very confident in what we had. We felt very good about where we ended up the last time we went out, but
today was just one of those days when we couldn’t find anything. We struggled with the rear, and we were not able
to settle down. We will just keep working on it and be positive for tomorrow.”
JAMES HINCHCLIFFE (No. 06 Sprott Newman/Haas Racing): “We got a lot of work done today. We had made a
change to the Sprott car back on Monday night that we have been waiting three days to try. It was good that we did
it, but unfortunately it wasn’t a step forward, and it took quite a lot of downtime to go back on it and we missed a
big chunk of the afternoon. But we still got a good number of laps in and really started to trim the car a bit more. We
were focusing on running by ourselves and not really trying to compete in the ‘tow Olympics’ out there, so I don’t
think 30th on the time charts is very representative of where we are speed-wise, but there is always time in it, and
always more speed to find. We’re going to keep chipping away at it. Tomorrow we will focus on qualifying runs,
and we will see where we are at the end of the day.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 2 Telemundo Newman/Haas Racing): “I ran a lot of laps in the Telemundo car today; I think
I only got out of the car once today. It was fun to be able to go through many of the test items that we planned, and
the car feels good; it keeps feeling better. Of all the things we tried, there was only one that didn’t really improve the
car, so we gained a lot of valuable information today. Tomorrow is going to get fun out there when everyone is
super-trimmed. I have to say that some cars are impressively fast. I’m not sure where we stand, but Friday we will
have a better idea and Saturday we will have the real one. I am very happy with how the whole team has been
sticking to our plan. It’s easy to get caught up out there when everybody starts to go fast. We had a good lap with a
little bit of a tow, but everybody kind of got tows. I feel good about where we stand right now.”
SCOTT SPEED (No. 20 Dragon Racing Fuzzy’s Vodka): “It was an eventful day, to say the least. We had a lot of
trouble with the car earlier in the day, luckily without doing any damage. However, on our last time out today, we
were able to get the car where we wanted it to be. Tomorrow we are going to continue to make changes and continue
to make progress.”
CHARLIE KIMBALL (No. 83 Levemir and NovoLog FlexPen): “It was a really good day for Novo Nordisk Chip
Ganassi Racing. We were able to run a lot of miles in the No. 83 Levemir and NovoLog FlexPen Honda. We made a
lot of progress today, and the Novo Nordisk crew did a great job. We just have to focus on getting me, as the rookie,
the experience and the miles needed to be ready for qualifications this weekend.”
PIPPA MANN (No. 36 Conquest Racing): “On Monday when we were first running, we were struggling a bit with
the back of the car. Today we finally got on top of that, and picked up quite a bit of pushing off the corners, so the
oversteer and changed to a bit of understeer. We’ve been battling that for most of the day, and this afternoon, right at
the very end, we finally made a little bit of progress toward understanding what that is and why it might be
happening. We feel we have a definite direction to go in tomorrow to see if we can fix the handling issues. However,
overall, with a one-lap job, we’ve got to be fairly pleased with my first lap at over 225 mph. Tomorrow will be
similar to how it was at the end of today’s session, with a lot of cars out on track. We’ve just got to keep on working
away, and fingers crossed we’ll get to the root of these problems by the weekend. I never thought I’d be so happy to
be 21st in a practice session, but in this instance, I genuinely am.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 67 Dollar General/Sarah Fisher Racing): “Overall, it was a very productive day for the
Dollar General team. We were able to get in a lot of laps, and we ran with some traffic and stuck to our game plan.
We worked on a variety of things: some for the race, some for quals. We really learned a lot that’s going to help us
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not only for this weekend, but for the following weekend, as well. The speed charts weren’t our focus today, but we
ended up P9. It was good to be up there in the mix.”
HO-PIN TUNG (No. 8 Schmidt Dragon Racing): “It was very nice to get back into the car again after so many days
off the track due to rain. During those days, we discussed how we wanted the program we had set to progress, and
today we were able to hit all of those points. I am very happy overall and look forward to continuing to progress
tomorrow before we qualify this weekend.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Shell V-Power/Pennzoil Ultra Team Penske): “It was certainly a good and full day
for the No. 3 Shell V-Power Pennzoil Ultra team. We ran a lot of laps and all of them were really about race setup.
My teammates, Will and Ryan, did some qualifying runs so we know what we need to do there, but we really just
focused on getting our car right for the race. Tomorrow will be all about speed for us. It’s going to be fun!
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Venom): “The Venom car is comfortable, so it’s good in that aspect, but
maybe a bit too comfortable because we just don’t have the speed. We’ll keep working at it and hopefully make
some big gains tomorrow.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 IZOD Team Penske): “It was a very good day, overall. We worked on the race setup on
the No. 6 IZOD Team Penske car, and I worked a lot with my teammates on track. We made a ton of changes
throughout the day, and we were very productive. We trimmed out the car at the end of the session and focused a bit
more on speed. All in all, it was a very productive day.”
JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 43 Team Window World): “At least it didn’t rain today, so everybody got a lot of track
time. Some people seemed to be doing race runs, and at the end there were people getting a lot of tows. Therefore
it’s hard to get a good read on just how fast everyone really is. We’ll gauge it and find more speed, but we feel
pretty good about the Window World car. It is what it is when you get to Indianapolis. It’s always a fight to find that
last little bit of speed.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 28 Team DHL/Sun Drop Citrus Soda): “Our progress today was pretty good. The
DHL/Sun Drop car right now is very, very well balanced, probably the best car I’ve ever had at Indy. But we need to
find some more speed, and tomorrow is the next opportunity to do that. The car is great; the guys have done an
amazing job with it. This is the stressful time of the week for the drivers. We’re doing a lot of low-downforce runs
right now, and we’re only going to be doing more of that as we head toward Pole Day.”
MIKE CONWAY (No. 27 Hire Heroes USA/7-Eleven/Dr Pepper): “I think we found a direction for tomorrow. The
Hire Heroes/7-Eleven/Dr Pepper car felt pretty comfortable at the end there, so it’s just a case of finding what speed
we have tomorrow. I just feel more comfortable now with the whole package that we have, so that’s good. Just more
track time, really, is what I needed. I feel good from that standpoint; I just need to see what we have now.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Team GoDaddy): “I thought it was a productive day. We made slow but steady changes
in the GoDaddy car. We are still pleased with the speed at our downforce level, but there's still work to do.”
JR HILDEBRAND (No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing): “Starting with rookie orientation, it is going quite
smoothly for us. Panther Racing and the strength of the team has been a huge part of it. Buddy Rice and I are
learning from each other and getting to know one another as we work as a team on a different discipline here with
the oval. For me, in particular, we are just trying to chip away at it, and that has been working well for us so far. We
have had really positive results with small changes, and this is what we hope to continue to do going forward. I am
happy with the car in traffic and pleased with the speed we have on our own now. It is going to come down to a
pretty serious shootout for the top 15 spots with all of the competitive cars here this year. It is going to be tough to
put in the big numbers, but we are confident with where we are at right now.”
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WILL POWER (No. 12 Verizon Team Penske): “I don’t think the speeds are very representative of where anyone is
at. You go out and happen to get a really good tow, and you get a big number. That’s what happened at the end.
Verizon Team Penske worked on race setup most of the day. I was very comfortable following cars. We haven’t
changed much from last year. We had good cars last year and need to rub on them a little bit, and that will do the
trick.” (On dealing with the rain-shortened practice time before Pole Day): “I think tomorrow, early on, we’ll be
working on race stuff, and then we’ll start trimming out for qualifying. We’ll be working on the car. I think it’s
pretty important to focus on the race. You could spend a lot of time screwing around with qualifying things, and
then it’ll be different conditions the next day. We have to have a good car in the race. That’s what we’ll be focusing
on.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Herbalife Schmidt Pelfrey Racing): “We did a good amount of running. It was good to
get out with the Herbalife car after the rain the last two days. We learned a lot and tried several things that were on
our list. We’ve very comfortable.” (Is the pole the goal?): “I hope so. Tagliani’s car is a rocket ship. Every time I
walk past it in the garage, I sort of rub by it with my arm hoping some of that speed dust sort of rubs off on me. I
think we’re going to be OK.” (About work on pit stops): “It’s probably the most important thing we did today, quite
frankly. We’ve got a quick car it seems, but you’ve got to get in and out of the pits. My guys need practice doing
‘hot’ stops, and I probably need the most practice. These cars aren’t that easy to get in and out of the pit box. It felt
pretty good. We’ve got some tweaking to do, but it was great to get practice doing that.” (About returning to Indy):
“Every year it gets a little bit easier, not much, but just a little bit. It has been 11 months since I was here last, and it
is good to be back with good equipment and great people in Sam Schmidt Motorsports. I also have a good sponsor
in Herbalife, and consistency is nice. Even though we aren’t going out for every race, it sure feels nice to be back in
Indy. Alex Tagliani’s car is very fast, and we seem to be doing well working together and learning from each other.
We have a sister program with Dan Wheldon this year, so it has been neat to work with him, as well. We are just
inching our way toward it and trying to keep our minds on what is important with finding a good balance and
sticking to our plan.” (About the car’s balance): “I think we’re still pretty much in the balance window. I would say
we’re toward the aggressive end of our downforce window. Tomorrow we’ll be thinking a lot about trimming out
and going faster and getting ready for Saturday. I’m excited for the fans. I’m excited to participate. I’m just excited
to watch. I think it’s going to be a great qualifying weekend. I think it’s going to be a lot of fun to duke it out just
like Indy should be.”
A total of 58 cars are currently at the Speedway, and 53 have passed technical inspection.
Forty drivers were on track today, turning 2,394 laps. Forty drivers have been on track this month, turning 4,873
total laps.
There were three cautions for 54 minutes today.
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
7 a.m. Garages open
Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

6:15 p.m.

Pole Day Qualifications Draw, Coca-Cola Stage

END DAY 6 NOTES
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Power Puts Penske On Top At 227.7 As Speeds Climb
By Dave Lewandowski
Thursday, May 19, 2011
Danica Patrick was reminiscing about her participation in the Indianapolis 500, which at age 29 is interesting in
itself.
“It seems like it was not that long ago that it was my first time here,” Patrick said of the 2005 event.
“That makes me feel even older,” said Bobby Unser, who won the last of his three Indianapolis 500 titles in 1981 -10 months before Patrick was born in Beloit, Wis.
In her fifth IZOD IndyCar Series race, Patrick arrested the attention of a global audience and compelled hundreds of
thousands of spectators at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to stand and cheer every historic lap she led in the 500
Mile Race. Patrick finished fourth – the same as her starting position – and since bettered it with a third place in
2009.
“I just remember everything about (2005),” said Patrick, who added that the race is her most memorable, trumping
her victory in Japan in 2008. “It was a great day, a life-changing day.”
Patrick, and most other drivers, had a great day as practice for the 100th anniversary Indianapolis 500 and Pole
Day/Tom Carnegie Day (May 21) resumed following a two-day weather-related break. Patrick posted a quick lap of
226.267 mph to place 10th on the speed chart.
All 40 entrants took on the track, recording a total of 2,394 laps, and the top 38 cars were separated by one second.
With 12 minutes left in the six-hour session, IZOD IndyCar Series points leader Will Power of Team Penske
unseated Alex Tagliani atop the speed chart with a lap of 227.778 mph (fastest of the month) to earn the $5,000
Grady Brothers Construction Fastest Lap of the Day award.
"We're happy with the race car and we want to be on top on Saturday," said Power, who has started from the pole in
all four IZOD IndyCar Series races.
Tagliani, driving the No. 77 Bower & Wilkins car for Sam Schmidt Motorsports, had a quick lap of 227.652. Team
Penske's Ryan Briscoe (227.217) and three-time Indy 500 winner Helio Castroneves (226.927) followed, and
Townsend Bell in the No. 99 Herbalife Schmidt Pelfrey Racing car was fifth (226.741).
The yellow flag flew early in the session when Simona de Silvestro’s No. 78 Nuclear Clean Air Energy car made
heavy contact with the SAFER Barrier in the North Short Chute. She was transported to Methodist Hospital to be
treated for burns to her hands and released.
Patrick, who has an average starting position of 10th at Indy, recorded 35 laps in the No. 7 Team GoDaddy car for
Andretti Autosport. A second consecutive solid outing on Fast Friday would boost the prospects of qualifying for
the nine-car shootout that will determine the PEAK Performance Pole Award presented by AutoZone and the first
three rows for the May 29 race.
“You have to stay confident here,” Patrick said. “I think you have to feel comfortable with your car. You have to be
sure of yourself and your equipment. Hopefully our changes are efficient and they do what you expect them to do.
“Time will tell. This is a very unique place. You can go out there, come back to the garage, go back out with the
same car, it feels totally different. You have to keep your head on straight and stay confident.”
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Most observers would say Danica Sue Patrick, who moved to England at age 16 to advance her racing career, has
never lacked outward confidence. But as she relayed, competing on low-banked track that is akin to a square road
course can quickly take the wind out of one’s sails. Unser, who made 19 starts, shook his head in agreement.
“I really am approaching this like any other year,” Patrick said. “Actually, I feel like I get more nervous every year.
I'm more nervous coming into it this year than last year. Maybe it's because you're getting older and on some level
you think you have less of them to do, I don't know. I also think after this many years, being here, it starts to really
sink in what this event is all about. Like I said, you have the chances where you could have won. You're thinking,
‘How am I going to make that happen this year?’ I have high expectations.”
A special 100th Indianapolis 500 Sports Illustrated edition features on the cover cars that made history in the ‘500,’
including the No. 15 Argent Mortgage car that Patrick drove for Rahal Letterman Racing. She led 19 laps and gave
eventual winner Dan Wheldon all he could handle in the latter stages. It also reminded her of 2005.
“It just makes you want to win that bad, that much more," she said. "I think that's part of what makes me more
nervous every year I come here is just wanting to really be a part of that, really wanting your face on the trophy,
being a part of the footage that they run on the track feed when it's raining, being part of that historic footage, just
achieving something that you worked so hard for.
“We all work so hard for that. I would go so far as to say I don't think there's any other event that any team works as
hard as the Indy 500 because of what it really means, what it can do for a driver, a team, anybody involved in a good
day or a victory.”
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Daily Trackside Report - Friday, May 20
TODAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
7 a.m.

Garages open

Noon-6 p.m.

Indianapolis 500 practice

6:15 p.m.

Pole Day Qualifications Draw, Coca-Cola Stage

***
Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, INDYCAR medical director: Simona de Silvestro was evaluated this
morning for the second-degree burns to her right hand and superficial burns to her left hand and has not been cleared
to drive. Further updates on her condition and driving status will be provided when available.
***
Ray Harroun, winner of the first Indianapolis 500 in 1911, began racing his Marmon “Wasp” through the nation’s
mail stream Friday, May 20 in the form of 50 million First-Class Mail Forever stamps to celebrate 100 years of
racing at the iconic Indianapolis 500.
The first-day-of-issue dedication ceremony took place at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway during the Fast Friday
practice for the 100th Indianapolis 500.
Joining Donahoe in dedicating the stamp were Greg Ballard, Indianapolis mayor; Jeff Belskus, Indianapolis Motor
Speedway Corporation president and chief executive officer and Pancho Carter, 1985 Indianapolis 500 pole winner.
The Indianapolis 500 Forever Stamp is always equal in value to the current First-Class Mail one-ounce rate.
PATRICK DONAHOE (U.S. Postmaster General): “At the Postal Service, we understand the power of our stamps
in celebrating American history and culture – in this case, the 100th anniversary of the Indianapolis 500. I won’t be
so bold as to predict the winner of the race, but I will predict that 50 or 100 years from now the U.S. Postal Service
will issue another stamp to commemorate the next milestone anniversary of this great event.”
JEFF BELSKUS (President and chief executive officer, Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation): “We’ve
eagerly been awaiting this day since the United States Postal Service announced the commemorative stamp honoring
the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 last December. It’s a great honor and an important part of our Centennial
celebration that the iconic image of the Marmon ‘Wasp’ will be seen on mail sent from coast to coast.”
***
James Goodloe, Roger Griffiths, Marcelo Martinelli and Robert Bell of Honda Performance Development (HPD)
received the 45th annual BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award on May 20 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for
their development of the Honda Refueling Safety Interlock System.
The Honda Refueling Safety Interlock System prevents a racing car from leaving its pit with the refueling hose
attached.
Presented to engineers by engineers, the Louis Schwitzer Award rewards individuals with the courage and
conviction to explore and develop new concepts in racing technology. BorgWarner sponsors this prestigious
$10,000 award, which is presented by the Indiana Section of SAE International. The winners’ names are added to
the Schwitzer trophy on permanent display at the IMS Hall of Fame Museum.
The award was initiated in 1967 to recognize automotive pioneer Louis Schwitzer.
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The heart of the Honda Refueling Safety Interlock System is an off-the-shelf LED photoelectric sensor, reworked by
HPD to improve its reliability, heat-resistance, and general suitability for motorsports. It is installed in the Dallara
IndyCar chassis adjacent to the fuel receiver “buckeye” and is connected to the chassis wiring loom.
***
U.S. Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe was the honorary starter of Fast Friday practice. Donahoe visited the
Speedway today to issue the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 U.S. stamp.
PATRICK DONAHOE (U.S. Postmaster General): “Man, that was a thrill! I’ll tell you what, when you see them
come out of the pits, they’re moving, but it’s amazing how they go by in a blink.” (About issuing Indianapolis 500
stamp): “It’s been a great day with the kickoff of the stamp, and we’re really proud to be here. Seeing the first car to
win (1911 Marmon Wasp), that was exciting, then getting a chance to meet Johnny Rutherford and A.J. Foyt and
coming out with the flag, it’s a great day.”
***
The Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation (SSPF) raised nearly $300,000 to support medical research to find a cure for
paralysis at its 12th annual Racing to Recovery Gala Wednesday, May 18 in downtown Indianapolis,
Schmidt and four-time Indianapolis 500 winner Rick Mears presented Roger Penske with the Legends of Racing
Award.
Penske is the founder of Penske Racing, one of the most successful teams in the history of professional
sports.Competing in a variety of disciplines, cars owned and prepared by Penske Racing have produced 332 major
race wins, 396 pole positions, 23 national championships and a record 15 Indianapolis 500 race wins.
Numerous IZOD IndyCar Series drivers also were on hand to support SSPF and watch Penske receive his award,
including Helio Castroneves, Ryan Briscoe, Will Power, Danica Patrick, Dan Wheldon, Alex Tagliani and Bertrand
Baguette. Indy 500 legends also celebrated at the Gala, including Mears, Bobby Unser and Arie Luyendyk.
***
Knowing that tire/wheel changes were difficult and time consuming, Ray Harroun asked Firestone Racing engineers
how fast he could drive without a tire failure. He was told 75 miles per hour.
Sure enough, on May 30, 1911, Harroun crossed the finish line first with an average speed of 74.602 miles per hour
– and he only had to change one tire for the whole race – in winning the inaugural Indianapolis 500. In the 100th
Anniversary Indy 500, the 62nd driver to take the checkered flag first will be on Firestone tires.
For many years, Firestone would advertise in newspapers around the nation after the race with artwork featuring all
of their Indy 500 victories, proclaiming its Indy success. This ad typified the “Win on Sunday, Sell on Monday”
mentality.
That ad has been re-created, and fans can pick who they think will win May 29 on www.indycar.com.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 74 degrees with a relative humidity of 48 percent and winds from the
northeastat 5 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 108 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. #38 Rahal first on track.
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12:12 p.m. -- #67 Carpenter fastest at 228.017, fastest overall speed of month.
12:37 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:46 p.m. – GREEN.
12:50 p.m. -- #77 Tagliani fastest at 228.327, fastest overall speed of month.
3 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:13 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Owners of more than 250 vintage Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars will have the opportunity to take a ceremonial lap
around the Indianapolis Motor Speedway at the end of Pole Day/Tom Carnegie Day on Saturday.
Held in conjunction with the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 and a month-long celebration of great race and
passenger cars at IMS, more than 250 Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars will appear May 21-22 at the Racing Capital of
the World. This special two-day event, which will be highlighted by the ceremonial pace lap just after 6 p.m. Pole
Day, will showcase the largest collection of vintage Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars ever assembled.
Headlining this amazing array of automobiles will be a Stoddard-Dayton of the same model that paced the inaugural
Indianapolis 500 won in 1911 by Ray Harroun, who drove the legendary Marmon-Wasp to victory. The 1911
Indianapolis 500 was the first major auto race ever to use a Pace Car, which is now a tradition at races around the
world. At the wheel of the Stoddard-Dayton at the 1911 “500” was Carl G. Fisher, one of the founders of the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Another featured car at the Indianapolis 500 Pace Car Reunion will be the Chevrolet Camaro from the 1969 “500”
won by Mario Andretti. The 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Chevrolet Camaro Pace Car is painted to look
exactly like its 1969 predecessor.
From 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Pole Day, the Pace Cars will be staged for a “Fans Choice” vote. The cars also will be on
display in the infield from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Bump Day/IMS Armed Forces Day on Sunday, May 22.
As an added attraction, car clubs featuring muscle cars, exotics and more will provide fans plenty of eye candy.
***
2010 Indianapolis 500 Chase Rookie of the Year Simona De Silvestro talked today about the crash Thursday in
which she suffered second-degree burns to her right hand and superficial burns to her left hand. She has not been
cleared to drive and will be re-evaluated Saturday by INDYCAR Medical Director Dr. Michael Olinger.
SIMONA DE SILVESTRO: “Something broke on the rear suspension, and when that happens, you’re just a
passenger. You can’t really do anything about it, especially when you’re going about 220 mph. I hit the wall and it
took forever to land, it seemed, and then it started getting pretty hot out there (because of flames). It was pretty
shocking, actually, especially to be on fire. It’s kind of weird because the fuel is splashing on you and you don’t
really know what to do. A lot of things go through your head, but you want to get out of the car as quickly as
possible. Everyone is working hard to get me back in the car, and I think it’s important for me to get back in the car
quickly. It just shows how safe the car is. I don’t think a crash like that in any other car I would be standing here.
When I got out of the car, I couldn’t believe it because it was so crazy being along for the ride and being on fire –
again. I was pretty shocked, but it was nice to be standing. I don’t think I was a good patient in the infield medical
center because I was in a lot of pain and I was screaming for water to cool my hands down. They took good care of
me and then we went to the hospital, where they said it was second-degree burns. We took the bandages off (this
morning) and they were really blistered, and tonight we’re going to check them again and see what they say. They
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don’t look pretty, so I don’t want to look. I can say I’m pretty lucky to be here. It is my goal to get back in the car as
quickly as I can. It will be (INDYCAR’s medical team) decision and also mine because it’s pretty shocking. I can
move my hands, but it is pretty tight because it pulls the skin. We’ll get some gloves that can fit.”
***
2011 INDIANAPOLIS 500 POLE DAY QUALIFYING PROCEDURE:
Format:
•11 a.m.-4 p.m.: The top 24 spots in the 33-car field will be available through traditional four-lap attempts. Each car
will have up to three attempts during this time. The times of the top nine drivers from this first segment of qualifying
will be erased at 4 p.m., with all of those competitors guaranteed to start no worse than ninth in the Indianapolis 500.
•4:30-6 p.m.: “The Fast Nine” then will be required to make at least one four-lap qualifying attempt, with optional
attempts if time permits. Each driver’s best run during the 90-minute session will set their position within the top
nine spots on the starting grid. If inclement weather prevents the 90-minute shootout for the “Fast Nine,” their times
from the opening session will determine starting positions.
INDIANAPOLIS 500 POLE DAY QUALIFYING PROCEDURE Q&A:
Q: What happens if weather washes out the Fast Nine shootout before every driver gets a chance to make at least
one attempt?
A: The position in the top nine starting spots for those nine drivers will be determined by their fastest runs during the
11 a.m.-4 p.m. segment.
Q: Can any drivers other than the Fast Nine make qualifying runs from 4:30-6 p.m. on Pole Day?
A: No.
Q: Must a driver in the Fast Nine withdraw their time from the mandatory attempt during the final segment if he or
she chooses to make a second qualification attempt during that segment?
A: No.
Q: How will the qualifying draw for the Fast Nine segment be determined?
A: The driver with the ninth-fastest run during the 11 a.m.-4 p.m. segment will make their initial Fast Nine attempt
first, with the eighth-fastest second, and so on.
Q: Where does one of the Fast Nine drivers start if he or she can’t complete a run in the completed shootout due to a
crash or a mechanical problem?
A: All nine drivers who qualify for the Fast Nine shootout based on their best runs from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. are
guaranteed a starting spot in the top nine. The shootout from 4:30-6 p.m. determines their position in the top nine. If
they don’t complete an attempt in the shootout, they will start ninth. If two drivers don’t complete an attempt in the
shootout due to a crash or mechanical, then they will start eighth and ninth, respectively, based on their best run
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Q: What happens if a driver crashes in the Fast Nine, and that car is destroyed? If that driver is forced to a backup
car for the rest of the event, will he or she start ninth or 33rd?
A: All drivers who qualify are guaranteed a starting spot in the top nine on Race Day, even if they must change cars.
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Q: What happens if Pole Day is rained out?
A: One day of qualifying would take place from noon-6 p.m. Sunday, May 22, with all 33 positions up for grabs.
Each car would get the traditional three attempts that day. The pole shootout for the Fast Nine would not take place.
***
Nine-time Indianapolis 500 participant Tom Bigelow was in Gasoline Alley today. Bigelow also competed in the
USAC Sprint and Midget series during his career. He is an inductee in both the National Sprint and National Midget
Hall of Fame.
TOM BIGELOW: (About the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500): “It’s just fabulous. It was neat being a part of
this. This is the greatest spectacle in the world. I am really pleased to be here.” (How much different is it now
compared to when you first came here?) “A whole lot. These new garage areas are nothing like the old ones. I think
we may have had a little more atmosphere with those old garages, a little more camaraderie. Everybody would kind
of go visit each other. Today, you have to go knock on their door and ask to come in.” (What is your favorite
experience here?) “Probably finishing sixth in 1977 with A.J. Watson and Ralph Wilkie. That was a really fabulous
time.”
***
1981 Indianapolis 500 veteran Bob Lazier visited the track today. Lazier is the father of 1996 Indianapolis 500
winner Buddy Lazier and Indianapolis 500 veteran Jaques Lazier.
BOB LAZIER: “Hey look, I think I brought the weather. I wasn’t here, and it was cold and rainy. I arrive, and it’s
gorgeous. It is one of those spectacular days in Indianapolis.” (Do you have your helmet bag?): “The way they have
developed these cars, I think I could qualify. The engineering side of this sport is really good these days.” (About
Buddy and Jaques’ future plans): “They both are looking, and as a family we are looking at developing a team. The
only thing we are lacking is a sponsor and somebody to do it with us because I think we could add an owner to the
organization, our organization, and it would be a nice situation. We would like to do it for the full season and as
soon as we could put it together. We really have been working on this for a couple of years, and it is very difficult to
do. But we have the shop, and next year there will be new cars, so it is a perfect entry time.” (Where is the shop?):
“We built a couple of shops in Indianapolis for Buddy and Jaques. They are rented out now, but they are always
available for us to come back to, and that was the whole idea when we built them.” (How close do you think you are
to getting this done?): “I think, because of the economy, we are quite a ways away, but we really offer an
opportunity to somebody who wants to come in and honestly get involved in racing and just work the problem
everyday and get there hopefully.” (What do you think of Buddy and Jaques’ chances of getting in this year’s race?):
“At the most, 60/40 against, and it might be as little as 20/80.” (What about Buddy's chances of getting a ride with
Sarah Fisher Racing’s second car?): “That's one of the things, because of the two sons I never get into any of that.
Jaques will ask me a question, and I will say, ‘That is forbidden ground,’ and Buddy will be the same way. Because
of that, I can keep an honest relationship with both of them.”
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran Jaques Lazier visited Gasoline Alley today.
JAQUES LAZIER: “Obviously, this is Indy, and the fact that it is the 100-year anniversary makes it that much more
special. It puts that much more pressure on every single team owner and every single driver to make the show.
There’s always an opportunity. We got in (a car) at the last second for (A.J.) Foyt and just barely missed the field
last year. I’m ready to give it another attempt this year. Right now, I would say there isn’t that much going on.
Obviously, things can change between now and 6 o’clock on Sunday.”
***
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INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
5 p.m. – Ambient temperature was 83, track temperature was 117. #77 Tagliani fastest at 228.327, #67 Carpenter
second at 228.017, #99 Bell third at 227.927.
5:03 p.m. -- #30 Baguette second fastest at 228.028.
***
1969 Indianapolis 500 winner Mario Andretti visited the Speedway today and talked about the 100th Anniversary
Indianapolis 500.
MARIO ANDRETTI: “I’m happy to be here. There are not too many centennials that you can celebrate, and this is
an iconic event. It has meant so much to me personally, to my life, to my career and also to my family. So I am just
delighted, happy and fortunate to be here. Times change, but as much as it changes, things remain the same. I think
the lure of the event is still there. The track and the layout is the same. Physically, sure some things change, but it’s
just the evolution of time. That is the only difference.”
***
Andretti Autosport announced today it has signed Grime Boss, a brand of heavy-duty hand-cleaning wipes
manufactured by Nice-Pak, to a sponsorship agreement in support of the team's salute to America's armed forces,
which begins with the 100th anniversary edition of the Indianapolis 500 and continues through the remainder of the
2011 IZOD IndyCar Series season.
Andretti Autosport has incorporated all of its Indianapolis 500 entries into the tribute program, which highlights five
different units of the United States military. Each of the team's cars feature a specific unit within a branch of the
U.S. military. Each Andretti Autosport entry prominently displays an associated military emblem just above the
numbers on the race car.
Nice-Pak, founded in 1957, is the global leader in the design, manufacturing, marketing and distribution of premium
quality branded and private label wet wipe products. Headquartered in Orangeburg, N.Y., Nice-Pak has a track
record of introducing innovative products for personal care, baby, health, hand sanitizing, beauty and household
applications. The Grime Boss logo will also be displayed next to the military emblems on each Andretti entry.
The branches of the service saluted by each Andretti Autosport driver:
#28 Ryan Hunter-Reay: Navy and Coast Guard-specific version of the Centennial of Naval Aviation logo.
#7 Danica Patrick: Marine-specific logo of the Centennial of Naval Aviation logo.
#26 Marco Andretti: U.S. Army's Maneuver Center of Excellence (MCoE).
#43 John Andretti: 16th Combat Aviation Brigade from Fort Wainwright, Alaska.
#27 Mike Conway: Air Force Reserve Command.
***
IZOD IndyCar Series driver Takuma Sato continues to expand the ‘With you Japan’ program he founded with the
announcement and release of the new communications center at www.WithYouJapan.org.
Concerned individuals can more closely follow the program’s progress in three languages; English, Japanese and
Chinese. Through ‘With you Japan,’ people will learn various ways to help provide special care to thousands of
children in Japan as they begin to rebuild their lives after the devastating earthquakes and tsunami in March.
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This newinformation center provides parents, teachers, teenagers and children complete program information to
keep them current on all aspects of the program. Visitors will be moved by Sato’s personal video message
expressing his concern for the children in Japan, whose lives were so traumatically and tragically changed.
TAKUMA SATO: “As a parent, when I see the faces of the innocent Japanese children who have lost family and
friends, as well as their homes and possessions, I am so moved to do whatever I possibly can, as I would hope others
would do for my children, if it was them who had lost virtually everything”, said Takuma Sato. “I’m with you Japan,
and I know so many others are too.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE (cont.):
5:15 p.m. -- #3 Castroneves fastest at 228.611.
5:17 p.m. -- #23 Tracy white-walls the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2.
5:30 p.m. -- #9 Dixon third fastest at 228.046.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice. #3 Helio Castroneves fastest at 228.611, fastest overall lap of the month.
The top 12 drivers today were faster than 227 mph.
***
FASTEST TIMES/SPEEDS OF PRACTICE:

Pos.

Car

Name

Time

Speed

1.

3

Helio Castroneves

39.3682

228.611

2.

77

Alex Tagliani

39.4172

228.327

3.

9

Scott Dixon

39.4424

228.181

4.

6

Ryan Briscoe

39.4686

228.029

5.

30

Bertrand Baguette

39.4688

228.028

Fastest rookie: #4 JR Hildebrand, 14th, 226.939
***
Helio Castroneves will attempt to win his fifth Indianapolis 500 pole tomorrow and his third consecutive pole.
Rick Mears has won a record six poles. Castroneves is tied for second at four poles with A.J. Foyt and Rex Mays.
No driver ever has won three consecutive Indianapolis 500 poles.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE QUOTES:
JAMES HINCHCLIFFE (No. 06 Sprott Newman/Haas Racing): “I think the Sprott team made a lot of good gains
today. When we first went out, the temperatures were obviously a lot hotter than they had been in all the running we
had done. As a result of that, the car was quite lively this morning. We had a couple of runs where we had a very
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loose race car, but that’s all part of the Indy education and learning curve, having some proper loose runs and
learning how to deal with those. We came in and made a series of changes, and every single one of them was
pointing the car in a better direction. And at the end, there we went out around 4 o’clock and made a couple of new
tire runs still not in full qualifying trim and set some very competitive times in very clean air. We’re very happy
with the gains we made, not only overnight from yesterday but also during the day. We’re now just looking forward
to seeing what tomorrow brings. We parked it a bit early because we had no interest in competing in the “tow
Olympics” and going for those gigantic laps. We were focused on running by ourselves today. We’re looking
forward to qualifying. Hopefully we can be a first day qualifier and be able to breathe a little bit easier on Sunday.
The four-lap qualifying format is obviously something new for me on ovals because in Indy Lights it was only a
two-lap average. In these cars, especially here – although I haven’t qualified on any other oval in these cars – the car
changes a lot over four laps. Inside the car, we have a lot of tools that we can use to tune the car, so, for me, part of
today was getting a feel for the car over the course of four laps and what adjustments I can make to fix a problem.
That was a good experience for me to have. I learned a lot, but I’m certainly not at the level of these experienced
guys who know almost before they get to the corner what they’re going to need to do and can adjust the car two or
three times a lap. We’re chipping away at it bit by bit, so I’m looking forward to making that first attempt.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “We worked a lot on race setup, and we concentrated the last
few hours today on speed. I think we're looking good for tomorrow, and you should see the usual suspects coming to
the top soon.”
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): "The Target car was OK today. This morning we
worked on race setup and then spent the afternoon working on our qualifying setup. We still have some more
trimming out to do, and I think we can work a bit more on the balance of the car.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Herbalife Schmidt Pelfrey Racing): “I’m very happy with the Herbalife car. The
balance is great, and I’m comfortable. I’m ready to let it rip tomorrow and see what we have. It’s going to be
competitive, but it’s nice to know it looks like we’ll be competitive.” (About the importance of the qualifying draw):
“It just depends on what the weather does. Your draw is your draw. You just get on with it.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 67 Dollar General/Sarah Fisher Racing): “Overall, today was another productive day for us.
We went in to Fast Friday with a game plan, and we stuck to it. We were able to do some mock qualifying runs early
this afternoon and also worked on race setup a bit this evening. The car felt good out there; it's pretty consistent. I'm
really looking forward to seeing what the Dollar General machine can do tomorrow in qualifying.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 38 Service Central): “It was a pretty good day for Service Central Chip Ganassi Racing.
We started practice today with race setup and made some improvements. We also worked on our qualifying setup; I
found out we were running the same trim as Scott Dixon, so that made me feel a little better. We still have some
work to do to make the No. 38 Service Central car more comfortable. It's going to be hard to make it in the top nine
tomorrow, but I'm confident we'll have a fast car.”
CHARLIE KIMBALL (No. 83 Levemir and NovoLog FlexPen): “Novo Nordisk Chip Ganassi Racing had a good
day. We made a lot of progress, mechanically and aero-wise. We're in really good shape for qualifications
tomorrow. The No. 83 Levemir and NovoLog FlexPen car is fast.”
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers &Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “I think we did pretty well today. The car
seems to be pretty quick. Against our competition, we’re right there. We’re in the top cars. It’s going to be tight. It’s
going to be a lot tighter than I was expecting. There are a lot of good cars. I’ve seen some amazing speed from the
Rahal car (Bertrand Begue), Dario (Franchitti) is strong, (Scott) Dixon is strong and obviously the Penske cars are
really strong as well. So, if we make it in the ‘Fast Nine’ again, it would be an amazing accomplishment because I
think the field is a lot tighter this year than we’ve seen it in the past. And if we come up the car that gives us the
chance to make a run at the pole then we’ll throw everything we have at it and see what we come out with. I’m fairly
pleased with our week, the boys did a great job, the engineer group that we have is great. Hopefully we can make it
happen.”
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MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Venom): “We made some improvements with the Venom car today, and now
we’re trying to see what we can get with what we have. I don’t think we have the quickest car, so we’re having to
make it a bit harder to drive in order to go fast. But whatever it takes.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 14 ABC Supply Co A.J. Foyt Racing): “We feel good about the car. It’s just hard to really
know where we are at. But I think if we do our jobs like we have been doing, it’s a first-day qualifier no problem,
and then we can work on race setups on Sunday. Tonight is when we massage the car, and we’ll get some speed out
of that. It will come down to getting the best out of the time when we are out qualifying tomorrow. It’s that close to
doing very good, and it’s going to come down to taking 100 percent out of the situation, weather and our place in the
qualifying line. We’re close enough that we are going to be able to play with these things, so I’m happy.”
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers &Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “Our team continues to rise every
weekend. When we are in the window when we roll off the truck, we have a great group of people who make it easy
to fine-tune the car. Being a one-car team, when we are off the window, it’s not easy, but this week, the car has been
strong. With a few aerodynamic changes from last year, the car has been very consistent. It’s been nice just to finetune and not reinvent the wheel on our setup. I need to take my hat off to the guys. They have been very meticulous
in preparing the car and on a track with high speed like this, it’s crucial. As a driver, you need to be comfortable in
the car, and you need to drive it well, but you need to have the car, but if you don’t there’s nothing you can do.” (Do
you have any more left in your car?) “We have a couple of things left. I think we were conservative this afternoon.
We made some changes on the car without pushing the limits aerodynamically. I think it’s going be very difficult to
do a 228.3 (mph), but it will have to be up there for a one lap go. It’s all about how consistent you can be and what’s
your draw. We feel that we are strong, but on the charts, there are a lot of cars that are strong. It’s very difficult to
have a good read. We ran very few laps this week, and we tried to run by ourselves to evaluate the right gearing and
right downforce and make the right call on ride heights and all of that. I think we can go to bed tonight feeling we
have a strong car, but the Ganassis and Penskes look tough. Hopefully when we pull everything out that we think we
can, we’ll be right there with them.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Shell V-Power/Pennzoil Ultra Team Penske): “Anything is possible. Right now
Shell V-Power is working really well in not only the race setup but also the qualifying setup. Qualifying tomorrow
will be very tight. I can see that my teammates will be strong ones, and there are other guys doing fast times out
there, too. It will be interesting to see what happens in the Fast Nine. I think we will see speeds in the 228 range
tomorrow. It is going to be similar weather as today, but if it is a little bit humid, we may lose a little bit of power. I
think everybody has something more. Today was a fast Friday. Everybody started laying out the wings and going
fast. I’m very happy with my boys with the Shell V-Power Pennzoil Ultra car. It was very smooth, especially in the
race trim, so I was very happy. We did a lot of laps today, and I wanted to make sure I was happy with the race car.
It will probably be the last chance before we go into the race to run in those kinds of conditions. All of my boys
were on the same page. As soon as we felt happy with the race trim, race setup, we decided to change and go for it.
We had some moments out there. I’ve got to keep moving forward and have a good lap out there tomorrow and have
a good day for the entire Team Penske.” (What would it mean to be the first person to win pole three years in a
row?): “Just starting pole position would mean a lot. This place is fantastic. It’s awesome and tough. It would be
great. Records are made to be broke, so I’m not going to focus on that. I’m going to focus on what I need to make it
work so
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Pole Day Qualifying Draw
Friday, May 20, 2011
QP

Car

Driver

1

34

Sebastian Saavedra

28

30T

Bertrand Baguette

55

10T

Dario Franchitti (W)

2

83

Charlie Kimball (R)

29

07

Tomas Scheckter

56

5

Takuma Sato

3

98

Dan Wheldon (W)

30

88

Jay Howard (R)

57

9

Scott Dixon (W)

4

77

Alex Tagliani

31

82T

Tony Kanaan

58

78T

Simona De Silvestro

5

5T

Takuma Sato

32

44T

Buddy Rice (W)

59

14T

Vitor Meira

6

18

James Jakes (R)

33

17T

Raphael Matos

60

43

John Andretti

7

30

Bertrand Baguette

34

6T

Ryan Briscoe

61

41T

Bruno Junqueira

8

57

TBA

35

26

Marco Andretti

62

2

Oriol Servia

9

06

James Hinchcliffe (R)

36

22T

Justin Wilson

63

24

Ana Beatriz

10

38

Graham Rahal

37

44

Buddy Rice (W)

64

77T

Alex Tagliani

11

4

JR Hildebrand (R)

38

98T

Dan Wheldon (W)

65

20

Scott Speed (R)

12

28T

Ryan Hunter-Reay

39

7T

Danica Patrick

66

9T

Scott Dixon (W)

13

6

Ryan Briscoe

40

41

Bruno Junqueira

67

23T

Paul Tracy

14

8

Ho-Pin Tung (R)

41

19

Alex Lloyd

68

36T

Pippa Mann (R)

15

26T

Marco Andretti

42

28

Ryan Hunter-Reay

69

82

Tony Kanaan

16

12

Will Power

43

83T

Charlie Kimball (R)

70

99T

Townsend Bell

17

34T

Sebastian Saavedra

44

17

Raphael Matos

71

88T

Jay Howard (R)

18

11

Davey Hamilton

45

59

E.J. Viso

72

43T

John Andretti

19

18T

James Jakes (R)

46

99

Townsend Bell

73

67

Ed Carpenter

20

36

Pippa Mann (R)

47

14

Vitor Meira

74

7

Danica Patrick

21

12T

Will Power

48

06T

James Hinchcliffe (R)

75

38T

Graham Rahal

22

3T

Helio Castroneves (W)

49

22

Justin Wilson

76

10

Dario Franchitti (W)

23

23

Paul Tracy

50

27

Mike Conway

77

4T

JR Hildebrand (R)

24

24T

Ana Beatriz

51

59T

E.J. Viso

78

19T

Alex Lloyd

25

27T

Mike Conway

52

2T

Oriol Servia

26

11T

Davey Hamilton

53

3

Helio Castroneves (W)

27

67T

Ed Carpenter

54

07T

Tomas Scheckter

(W) – Indianapolis 500 Winner
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Castroneves Turns Top Lap Of Month, Eyes Pole
By Dave Lewandowski
Friday, May 20, 2011
Helio Castroneves laid down a marker of 228.611 mph that roused the sun-soaked crowd at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway and raised a few competitors’ eyebrows on Fast Friday, May 20. Great. All he has to do is come close to
replicating it during four-lap qualifications and then in the “Fast Nine” shootout, and he’ll earn a record third
consecutive Indianapolis 500 pole start.
“That’s all?” Castroneves joked following the six-hour session in which 39 drivers prepared for Pole Day by
recording 2,254 laps on the 2.5-mile oval. Eight different teams were represented in the top 10 of the speed chart,
and the field was separated by 1.0729 seconds.
“Anything is possible,” said Castroneves, a three-time winner of the 500 Mile Race. “There is something more in the
car, but I think a lot of others have something more, as well. Qualifying will be very tight. I can see that my
teammates will be strong and there are other guys doing fast times out there, too.
“I think we will see speeds in the 228 range. It’s difficult to have a clean lap because we have 40 cars, which is very
impressive. All my experience here, I never had this type of a scenario that we have so many cars around the track,
which shows the series is getting stronger every year. It's going to be fun and can't wait to go out there … and
hopefully good numbers will be good enough for tomorrow.”
The top 24 spots in the 33-car field will be available through traditional four-lap attempts from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Each
car will have up to three attempts, and bumping begins when the 24 spots are filled. The times of the top nine drivers
from this first segment of qualifying will be erased at 4 p.m., with all of those competitors guaranteed to start no
worse than ninth.
From 4:30-6 p.m. the “Fast Nine” will be required to make at least one four-lap qualifying attempt and
additional/optional attempts are available if time permits. Each driver’s best run will set their position on the starting
grid.
Indy qualifications also have an impact on the championship, with 15 points awarded to the pole sitter through three
points for starting 25th-33rd. Only the PEAK Performance Pole Award winner in the other 16 IZOD IndyCar Series
races receives the bonus (one point).
Castroneves won the PEAK Performance Pole Award presented by AutoZone in 2010 with a four-lap average speed
of 227.970 mph. Sebastian Saavedra (223.634) was the slowest of the 33 starters, and the field average was 224.974.
Alex Tagliani (228.327) remained strong in the No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins car for Sam Schmidt Motorsports, while
Scott Dixon in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing car was third (228.181) on the speed chart. Ryan Briscoe,
driving the No. 6 IZOD Team Penske car, was fourth (228.029), and Bertrand Baguette cracked the top five
(228.028) in the No. 30 RACB/Aspria Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing Special.
“We worked a lot on our qualifying setup, and we found many good things in the car,” said Baguette, who seeks to
qualify for his second 500 Mile Race. “At the end of the day, the car was really quick and consistent, and that’s what
we were looking for. Now we just have to do it again tomorrow.”
Positions 25-33 are available on Armed Forces Day/Bump Day (May 22). Bumping begins once 33 cars have
qualified.

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

Indianapolis 500 Pole Day First Segment Qualifying Quotes
Saturday, May 21, 2011
TAKUMA SATO (No. 5 Monavie-Panasonic-KV Racing Technology – Lotus): “It’s a great feeling for me to be
standing here today already qualified. Last year, we had a moment on qualifying day. This is a terrific day for us. I
appreciated the effort the team as given. They have done a terrific job. We are working very closely with the other
KV teams. We debriefed last night past 9 p.m. to get ready for today. (Teammate) Tony Kanaan helped a lot. He has
tons of ideas. We have all been really good in sharing."
ALEX TAGLIANI (No. 77 Bowers &Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports): "It was the worst conditions that we've
had this week, so it was not easy. There's 11- or 12-mph hour wind in Turn 2 and before (Turns) 3 and 4. The car
requires a lot of changes, so it’s tough to be consistent and probably very difficult to be on the edge. So I would have
loved to come out with a 227 average because I would have had a free dinner from my engineer. We're .05 from it,
so it’s OK. I think the boys and all the members of the crew did a fantastic job. My wife has taught me not to take
anything for granted, and I'm definitely not going to start this month at the Indianapolis 500. I mean, we just
witnessed a spin and a wreck, so the conditions are not easy. So to be safe and sound in the garage takes a big
weight off our shoulders.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 98 William Rast-Curb/Big Machine): “I’m reasonably happy with those numbers. I would
have liked to have gone a little bit quicker and pushed Tag (Alex Tagliani) a little bit more. It was a lot more gusty
than what it has been, and there was a difference in the wind direction. That means you have to be more on top of
the controls in the car, and I think I handled that reasonably well. I made a little bit of a mistake on the exit of Turn 4
on the final lap when I just let the wind get underneath the car. To be honest, the speed is a testimony to this team.
It’s not me; the guys have done a fantastic job. I know what I want from the race car, and we’re making it work.
Being in a race car is what I love to do. My time off made me realize how much I love motor racing. I’m having a
blast. We will be a force to be reckoned with.”
JR HILDEBRAND (No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing): “The wind just slowed us down a little bit. I didn’t have
any real drama with the car on the racetrack. It’s a little bit gusty. You get a gust of wind in the wrong place, and it
can create some issues. It’s a little bit nerve wracking. The temperature was a little bit cooler than we were
expecting. Everything is so sensitive. A little change in the gear or a change in the wing can mean one-half mile an
hour around this place. I think we have a little more speed in the car. The Panther guy has done a great job in
preparing this car. This car has been awesome every time we’ve hit the track, and that has really built up my
confidence. I’m new to this qualifying gig. I’ve been to Pole Day the last four years as a spectator, and it’s pretty
neat to be a part of the big show.”
JAMES JAKES (No. 18 Acorn Stairlifts): “We expected to be quite a bit quicker than that. It’s the first time here.
What a great place to be – first time on an oval, as well. Hopefully, we’ll be in the show at the end of the weekend.
The anticipation is amazing. There is nothing like it. We’ve lost three days because of the weather. We tried to stick
to the program as much as we could, but the weather cost us a lot. The wind and the weather is really spinning quite
quickly around here”
SEBASTIAN SAAVEDRA (No. 34 Conquest Racing): “The conditions were pretty tricky. They are a lot different
than what we were expecting. It was very windy out there. It’s changing a lot. We didn’t find the speed that we
wanted. We have to find something else to be able to make it to the show. It all comes from the aero kit we have
right now. We’ve got to be more aggressive and risk some more. We are too conservative, and that’s what’s
happening. We aren’t happy at all.”
PAUL TRACY (No. 23 WIX Filters/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “I think the most frustrating thing is that we went
out with the exact same car as Davey, and he ran 225s, but our car just wouldn’t go. We don’t know the answer to
that. I don’t think anybody in the pit lane knows the answer to that. It’s just the mystique of this track. We’re
frustrated. You just have to get the car right. That’s the bottom line. If you don’t have the car right, then you can’t
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get the speed out of it. Right now, we’re just scratching our heads as to why two cars that are identical aren’t putting
up the same speed. I guess that’s Indianapolis.”
WILL POWER (No. 12 Verizon Team Penske): “My car was solid, honestly. The winds put it on the nose a little bit
in (Turn) 1 but we just weren’t fast enough. I was wide open, but the car wasn’t fast enough. So we need to see what
we can do and see how my teammates do. I thought we had the car pretty spot on. If it rains, we’re stuck with what
we’ve got right here. Hopefully, we get to shoot out. I thought I had a pretty good car, but Tagliani is always fast.
We need to find a bit more speed. Hopefully, my teammates go fast. We’ll study that data and go through it. If we
run again, hopefully it is in a better condition. Roger (Penske) loves this track. He loves this place. He loves to get
the pole. Of course, he loves to win. It’s such a long race. You can most definitely make up a lot of positions in this
race. The pole is great, but I would really rather have a really good race car.”
BERTRAND BAGUETTE (No. 30 The RACB/Aspria RLL Special): “We were hoping for a low 226, but that's the
way it is. But we got those 225s. It’s not too bad, though. I’m still a little disappointed. The car felt good, maybe a
little too easy. We needed to go one step further. I'm very excited to be here for my second race. I'm very happy to
be here. It's a fantastic event, and it's very important for us to be here. Our team did a good job, and we should have
a very good race.”
CHARLIE KIMBALL (No. 83 Levemir and NovoLog FlexPen): “The 83 car’s been good all month. I've had a lot
of confidence in it. The team's just working to get me up to speed as a rookie
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Tagliani Wins PEAK Performance Pole On Wild Day
By Dave Lewandowski
Saturday, May 21, 2011
Simona De Silvestro, who suffered burns to her hands in a crash 48 hours earlier, is in. So are three rookies, led by
JR Hildebrand, and 49-year-old Davey Hamilton.
All four KV Racing Technology-Lotus cars are in, while four of the five Andretti Autosport cars are temporarily
out. Helio Castroneves, who started from the pole the past two years and had the quickest time on "Fast Friday," will
start 16th -- his lowest in 11 starts.
And to cap a wild Pole Day for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500, Alex Tagliani earned the PEAK
Performance Pole Award presented by AutoZone in a winner-take-all "Fast Nine" segment -- in which seven
different IZOD IndyCar Series teams were represented.
Twenty-four starting positions were filled on the first day of qualifications, and the remaining nine will be
determined on Bump Day. That also portends to be another drama-filled six hours as at least 15 drivers are expected
to make qualifying attempts to secure a spot in the May 29 race. Once 33 spots are filled, bumping begins. Each
entrant receives three attempts.
Tagliani, the final driver to go out in the Fast Nine, is the first Canadian to earn the pole for the 500 Mile Race. He
recorded a four-lap average of 227.472 mph to swipe the award from Target Chip Ganassi Racing's Scott Dixon
(227.340). Oriol Servia of Newman/Haas Racing will join them on the front row -- the first time since 1993 that the
team has qualified on the front row.
It's also the first time since ‘05 that cars from three different teams are on the front row.
"I’m probably going to be pinching myself until I go to bed," said Tagliani, whose No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins car for
Sam Schmidt Motorsports topped the speed charts in practice throughout the week. “It’s been an amazing team
effort. We have a great group of people, and the additions with the other cars. I had good input from Townsend
(Bell) and Dan (Wheldon) and it’s been nice to work as a big group this week.
“I wanted this one so bad.”
That’s understandable, especially after being bumped from the field in 2009. He did start the race, however,
replacing Bruno Junqueira in the Conquest Racing car and went on to earn Chase Rookie of the Year (advancing
from 33rd to finish 11th).
“This is a reward for Sam, as well,” Tagliani said about Schmidt, who is celebrating his 10th year as a team owner at
Indianapolis. “He got involved and helped to continue it. He’s an amazing team leader and this is a great result for
him. I hope there’s more to come.”
Bell, IZOD IndyCar Series points leader Will Power, who started from the pole in the first four races, and 2005
Indianapolis 500 winner Wheldon will share Row 2. Buddy Rice, the '04 winner, will be on Row 3 with Ed
Carpenter and reigning 500 Mile Race champion Dario Franchitti.
Franchitti looked to be on pace to grab the provisional pole with an average of 227.043 mph through three laps in
the Fast Nine, but the No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing car ran out of fuel on the final lap. Dixon said his car also
ran out of fuel -- just after completing the 10-mile run. Four Indy 500 winners participated in the Fast Nine.
"We were pretty close on setup with the Target car, but not good enough for the pole today,” said Franchitti, a twotime race winner. “We were definitely good enough for third place. We obviously ran out of fuel at the end of the
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third lap, and that was it. It’s disappointing for us, but I'm happy for Sam Schmidt, Allen McDonald (Franchitti’s
former engineer), Alex Tagliani and their whole team."
A brief shower cut short the first round of qualifying by 23 minutes and limited the scheduled 90 minutes of the Fast
Nine to one attempt by each entrant. After Rice posted a four-lap average of 225.786 in the No. 44 Panther Racing
car, Servia popped in at 227.168 in the No. 2 Telemundo entry.
“I couldn’t believe we were in the top nine and then we decided to go all out at it and the Telemundo car was really
fast,” said Servia, who didn’t compete in the IZOD IndyCar Series in 2010. “I’m just very proud of the whole crew.
The work they put in over the winter, even with the uncertainty, when we didn’t know 100 percent what the program
was going to be. To be on the front row is just unbelievable.”
There were 17 entrants bumped in the first round, with some – such as De Silvestro – re-qualifying. She was cleared
to drive the No. 78T Nuclear Clean Air Energy car for HVM Racing early in the morning by INDYCAR Medical
Director Dr. Michael Olinger.
“My body’s shaking,” said De Silvestro, who is driving the car she used at Indianapolis in 2010 when she earned the
Chase Rookie of the Year Award. “I was pretty nervous out there. A day ago, I wasn’t sure if I wanted to get back in
the car. I was really freaked out about it. After the crash, I was like: ‘I don’t need this. This is too crazy. It’s way too
dangerous.’ After a while, you’re back to being a race car driver and thinking, ‘Nah, I can do this.’ And you suck it
up.”
De Silvestro might have turn more than practice laps May 22. She’s 24th (224.392) and potentially could have to
bump her way back into the field. Also tenuous is Tony Kanaan of KV Racing Technology-Lotus in 23rd (224.417).
“I know there are a lot of people cheering for me to start in the back so I can make some passes to the front,” said
Kanaan, who charged from 33rd on the starting grid last May to 11th. “But that’s not really where I want to be.”
With better footing are Vitor Meira and Junqueira of A.J. Foyt Racing, Bertrand Baguette and rookie Jay Howard of
Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, Takuma Sato, E.J. Viso and Tomas Scheckter of KV Racing Technology-Lotus,
rookie James Hinchcliffe of Newman/Haas Racing, Justin Wilson of Dreyer & Reinbold Racing, and John Andretti
of Andretti Autosport.
Notes
It's the first time since 2004 that a Penske Racing car didn't qualify on the front row. … It’s Sam Schmidt
Motorsports’ first Indianapolis 500 pole and the second in the IZOD IndyCar Series (Jaques Lazier in 2001). …
Wheldon gave Bryan Herta Autosport its best career start at Indianapolis. The team’s previous best was 32nd in
2010 (Sebastian Saavedra). … Carpenter gave Sarah Fisher Racing its best career start Indianapolis. Its previous
best was 21st in 2009 with Sarah Fisher behind the wheel.
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Indianapolis 500 Bump Day Qualifying Quotes
Sunday, May 22, 2011
PIPPA MANN (No. 36 Conquest Racing): “Well, we finally cured the speed problem we had. We’ve cured our
handling issues. We made so many changes overnight. This morning we weren’t happy with the car at all. I went out
there with no idea of what I was going to have going into that run. I went into and, ‘OK, this will work.’ I wish I had
that knowledge going in, and we could’ve been a bit braver. I’ve got all my fingers and all my toes crossed. I know
it’s bad sportsmanship, but I really hope it rains so that I don’t have to do that again. I’m sorry, everyone else. I
know it’s cruel, but does anyone know a good rain dance? I just look at the sky and think, ‘Come on, give me a
break; you haven’t done it all week.’”
CHARLIE KIMBALL (No. 83 Levemir and NovoLog FlexPen): “We knew we missed the speed a little bit
yesterday morning. We got the setup wrong. I had a little bit to learn as a rookie. Having said that, the 83 Levemir
NovoLog FlexPen car was going to be quick. We knew it was going to be fast. The whole Chip Ganassi Racing
crew has given me a good car all month. We just had to go out and do it. Last night, we got caught short by rain
trying to get a practice run in. This morning we had traffic. Then we were in line, and it rained. We finally got to go
out and put up the number I know we're capable of. I was talking to Arie Luyendyk, who has helped me all month.
He said, ‘Man, (Turn) 3 and (Turn) 4 take forever.’ I said, ‘Yeah, absolutely, they do.’ It's a long run long around
those last two corners to the checkered." (About qualifying for this race): "When I got out of the car I thought, ‘I’ve
qualified for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500.’ Now it's a dream come true. And to do that as the first
licensed driver with diabetes to qualify for the Indy 500 is special; not just for me but for the whole diabetes
community out there. I hope I get a chance next Sunday to stop and soak it all in, because it's going to be probably
one of the greatest days of my life so far.”
ALEX LLOYD (No. 19 Boy Scouts of America): “We’re slower again. Since Fast Friday, we were OK. We thought
we would be 15th to 20th on the grid at the end of Pole Day. And then we lost a mile an hour Saturday and other
mile an hour today. I don’t know what’s going on with the car because we’ve been throwing everything at it. We
have an issue somewhere. Unless we figure out something big, we’ll be in trouble. We’re losing so much speed.
We’re just so slow, and we are running out of time to figure it out. Last year we had speed; this year, we never had
great speed but better speed than we’re showing now. We’re flat out every single lap and going slower.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6T IZOD Team Penske): “The track was pretty good. The wind changed a little bit for my
run. It actually died down. We’d been setting it up, and I had been getting prepared for my adjustments for the wind.
The conditions were really good. We did a consistent run in the mid 224s, and it felt solid. We made improvements
on the car overnight. I just can’t tell you how good it feels to get those four laps in. Hopefully, we don’t have to be
too stressful the rest of the day. I have a great car. I have a great setup. For some reason this T car hasn’t been
pulling the speeds we’ve been expecting with what we were seeing with the primary car. Unfortunately, with my
crash yesterday, we can’t get that back together. We’re racing with the T car. We ran it on Opening Day, and it felt
great. So I’m just looking forward to the race. We’re going to have a great race car. I’m starting in the back, but
we’ll be able to get to the front. I’ve got a Roger Penske calling my race, and we want to bring one home for IZOD.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 28 Team DHL/Sun Drop Citrus Soda): “We can’t get any speed out of the car. It’s
been like that all month, unfortunately. Our team has great race cars – I’ve been saying that – and if we get in the
race, we’ll be a contender, but we got to get through qualifying. Hopefully the weather will hold off, and we’ll get to
work on it a little bit and get it back in line. The last run was just loose. It was sliding around in the rear, eating up
all the racetrack. I don’t know, we’ll see. Luckily there’s still some time left. How much? We don’t know.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Team GoDaddy): “I don’t think there’s a really great answer for why I was faster in
qualifying today. I was disappointed with how slow I went at the end. That’s Indy. I’ve always said that this place is
its own person. It reads you when you’re nervous. It reads you when you’re not confident. It reads you when you
are. It throws a lot at you, but that’s why this is the greatest racetrack in the world.” (On what was going through her
head before qualifying): “It kind of seemed like everything was just not going the way it needed to go. I just kept
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going up against things, whether it was not explaining the loss in speed yesterday or going through the tech line and
not passing and having to go back through, losing my spot, which was second. It was right where the cutoff was for
this morning for the very first round this morning. I would’ve at least been done and known how fast I was. And
then to get in line again after the rain had cleared and have it come with only me left to go, it just kind of seemed
like maybe it’s just not supposed to happen this year. That’s just the roller coaster you ride here. It makes you value
the good days even more and it makes you want to try like hell to never have these days ever again.” (On how she
feels after her run): “I feel like I need a drink. That’s really how I feel. I might know after about two of those, maybe
even one because I haven’t eaten much this weekend. I’m mad. I’m mad because I really thought we had a fast car. I
really thought when we started out that we had a fast car that was fast enough to be in the top nine, even. Friday
came and that kind of went away a little bit, and then to have it go the way it did, I’m relieved. I’m relieved that I’m
in the race. I’m frustrated with some of the process that’s happened and some of the things that have happened. I’m
excited for everyone that we can go to sleep tonight and know that we’re in the race. It’s a lot going on, but I’d say
I’m between angry and happy. I’m on both ends of the spectrum. I think it’s just a lesson that we need to learn why
we’re fast and why we’re not. We need to figure it out
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Bittersweet Drama For Andretti Autosport On Bump Day
By Dave Lewandowski
Sunday, May 22, 2011
Who would have thought Bump Day for the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 would be the Andretti Autosport
show? Owner Michael Andretti, who’s had his share of drama at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as a 16-time
competitor, would have preferred the spotlight fall elsewhere than his four-driver lineup.
They were among 14 seeking to secure the nine spots available on the 33-car grid in a six-hour session interrupted
twice by rain.
With 75 minutes left, Danica Patrick put the No. 7 Team GoDaddy car solidly in the field with a four-lap average of
224.861 mph. That left teammates Marco Andretti, who qualified earlier at 223.688, on the bubble while Ryan
Hunter-Reay (223.690) sat 32nd.

Eight drivers failed to gather the necessary consistent speed to force Andretti to re-qualify until Alex Lloyd of Dale
Coyne Racing, who finished fourth in the Indy 500 last May, ventured onto the 2.5-mile oval with eight minutes left
in the session and put together an average speed of 223.917 mph. Teammate James Jakes sought to knock HunterReay out, too, but his attempt was waved off after two laps.
That left Andretti as the final contestant. As the gun went off to end the session, so did Andretti on his qualifying
attempt. Three minutes later, and with an average speed of 224.628 mph, he jumped to the inside of Row 10. That
left his teammate and close friend on the outside for the May 29 race.
The fourth Andretti Autosport driver, Mike Conway, who recovered from a season-ending crash in last year's
Indianapolis 500 to win at Long Beach in mid-April, also was among the entrants who failed to find the consistent
speed.
“It was probably my worst day as an owner, for sure,” Michael Andretti said. “Had some real tough times here, and
as a driver that probably would have been worse, but as an owner this probably ranks up there as the worst. I felt so
bad for those guys. For a while I was feeling bad for Danica and GoDaddy, and then it turned to bright for them and
then dark for Ryan and Mike. I just knew somebody wasn't going to be happy in this team at the end of the day. We
were too close together.”
The fifth Andretti Autosport car entered, for John Andretti, will start from the middle of the fourth row (224.981),
but the team had struggled to find speed during the entire week of practice. Six days earlier, Marco Andretti fused
that “if you’re not going to be qualifying in the top 10 you should be worried” because of the depth of the 40-entrant
list.
Marco Andretti, who finished third in the ‘500’ last year and second in his rookie season in 2006, said he feels for
his teammates – Hunter-Reay a two-time IZOD IndyCar Series race winner who was the 2006 Indy 500 Chase
Rookie of the Year and Conway – “two of the best in the business,” but on this roller-coaster day just about anything
could be expected.
“I knew we were going to be hanging it out at the end there,” said Andretti, driving the No. 26 Team Venom car.
“Really, I mean, the way we went out, it was either stick it in the fence or stick it in the show. I was expecting it to
come down to the wire because I knew we didn't have the speed. We came up with it at the end there, but we were
really risking it.
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“To be honest, I was happier that we got bumped because that justifies us going out again. You hate to withdraw
your time and then you have to lift, or you crash the thing and you're out of it. So many things could have gone
wrong. Somebody was looking over me today.”
This is the closest matched field by time in Indianapolis 500 history -- 2.5399 seconds separate fastest qualifier Alex
Tagliani and slowest qualifier Ana Beatriz. The record was 3.0622 seconds set in 2010.
Also not making the show were Raphael Matos, Sebastian Saavedra and Jakes. Dragon Racing's Ho-Pin Tung
crashed during his qualifying attempt on Pole Day, and Scott Speed did not make an attempt.
“It’s so unfortunate, I can’t even describe how disappointed I am,” Hunter-Reay said. “If we had gotten this car in
the race, we were going to be a contender. This week, this month has been a struggle for Andretti Autosport. We
have great race cars; we just wanted to get through this day to fight it out. We’ve been so fast this year; we’ve
qualified in the front row in half the races (second at Long Beach and Sao Paulo). This one, we just needed to get in
the race.”
Lloyd is joined on the last row by rookie Pippa Mann of Conquest Racing and Beatriz of Dreyer & Reinbold Racing.
Andretti will start on Row 10 with rookie Charlie Kimball of Novo Nordisk Chip Ganassi Racing and Graham Rahal
of Service Central Chip Ganassi Racing, while Dreyer & Reinbold Racing’s Paul Tracy will share Row 9 with
Patrick and IZOD Team Penske driver Ryan Briscoe.
“It's been probably one of the most stressful weekends I think I've had in my career,” said Lloyd, the 2010 IZOD
IndyCar Series Rookie of the Year. “We had to qualify on Bump Day last year. I remember that being pretty
stressful, and I didn't want anything to do with it this year. Fortunately, last year we got in comfortably on Bump
Day; we had the speed. This year, since ‘Fast Friday’ we've lost a mile an hour each day. Honestly, I was pretty
worried.
“When we got out for that final run, we had made a couple tire pressure adjustments, trying to get a little bit more
grip in it. On the warm-up lap, we nearly lost it because we didn't have the grip in the tires at that point. I thought
there's no way we can do this now. I saw the time for the first lap and thought ‘You know what? Maybe, maybe.’ At
that point I'm holding it flat or I'm in the wall. There's not going to be a lift. The only lift that I am going to be doing
is when I'm backward flying into the SAFER Barrier. So it was all or nothing, and that's what Indy's about.”
Patrick had bumped Lloyd with her qualifying run.
"It's not a fun position to be in, but I'm just glad I'm going to be in the 100th (anniversary) Indy 500," said Patrick,
who has five top-10 finishes in her six starts. "I couldn't imagine doing anything else. I've always said that this place
is like a person. It reads you when you're nervous and reads you when you're not confident, and it reads you when
you are. It throws a lot at you, but that's why this is the greatest racetrack in the world.
"I am mad because I really felt we had fast car the way we started out, fast enough to be in the top nine even. I'm
frustrated from some of the things that have happened. I'm excited for everyone that we can sleep tonight. Between
angry and happy are the main emotions -- both ends of the spectrum."*
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Crews Feeling Need For Speed, Big Prize In IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge
By Paul Kelly
Thursday, May 26, 2011
The fastest pit crews in the Indianapolis 500 will compete for a $50,000 first prize in the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop
Challenge during Miller Lite Carb Day on Friday, May 27 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Competition among 12 teams starts at 1:30 p.m. on pit lane at IMS. Four rounds of action are scheduled, with the
runner-up team earning $30,000 and the third-place team earning $20,000.
Teams will change four tires and perform a simulated fuel hookup during each round of the competition. The
quickest time wins, with time penalties added for various infractions, such as loose wheel nuts or running over air
hoses.
Nine teams previously qualified based on pit performance between the 2010 Indianapolis 500 and the Itaipava Sao
Paulo Indy 300 presented by Nestle earlier this month. Three teams earned the final spots during time trials last
week at IMS.
VERSUS will televise the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge live as part of its Miller Lite Carb Day coverage from
11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Team Penske and Helio Castroneves are the two-time defending champions of the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop
Challenge. Team Penske has won a record 12 times and Castroneves five times, also a record.
Challenge brackets:
FIRST ROUND
#3 Team Penske (Helio Castroneves) vs. #28 Andretti Autosport* (Ryan Hunter-Reay)
#19 Dale Coyne Racing (Alex Lloyd) vs. #06 Newman/Haas Racing (James Hinchcliffe)
#82 KV Racing Technology-Lotus (Tony Kanaan) vs. #26 Andretti Autosport (Marco Andretti)
#5 KV Racing Technology-Lotus (Takuma Sato) vs. #22 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing (Justin Wilson)
QUARTERFINALS
#3-#28 Winner vs. #12 Team Penske (Will Power)
#19-#06 Winner vs. #10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing (Dario Franchitti)
#82-#26 Winner vs. #9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing (Scott Dixon)
#5-#22 Winner vs. #6 Team Penske (Ryan Briscoe)
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Newgarden Leads 1-2 Schmidt Sweep In Wild Firestone Freedom 100
By Dave Lewandowski
Friday, May 27, 2011
Josef Newgarden says the strong showing by Sam Schmidt Motorsports in the Firestone Freedom 100 is a good
omen for the 100th anniversary Indianapolis 500, which has SSM’s Alex Tagliani on the pole.
That would be another record.
Newgarden’s victory under caution in the 40-lap Firestone Indy Lights race in front of a large and enthusiastic
crowd at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, coupled with the second-place finish by Sam Schmidt Motorsports
teammate Esteban Guerrieri, was the first 1-2 finish by teammates in the race’s history.
"It's an unbelievable achievement for the team," said Newgarden, of Nashville, Tenn., the first American to win the
race since Ed Carpenter prevailed in inaugural race in 2003. "I'm so grateful, and I have to thank Esteban because he
helped me the whole race. It's not really the way I wanted to win it, but I'll take it."
An incident Lap 34 involving the No. 4 Belardi Auto Racing Special of Jorge Goncalvez and the No. 9 Liberty
Engineering Racing Special of teammate Anders Krohn prevented the race to be completed under green.
The cars were running three-wide with the No. 77 Mazda Road to Indy/CURB Records/Sam Schmidt Motorsports
car entering Turn 1 of the 2.5-mile oval when Krohn's car -- running on the bottom of the racetrack -- spun and
made contact with the outside wall. Goncalvez's car, in the middle of the pack, spun almost simultaneously and
made initial right-side contact with the SAFER Barrier. It then darted across the track and made heavy contact with
the inside wall.
Goncalvez was alert and was transported to IU Health Methodist Hospital for evaluation and was released later.
Krohn was checked and cleared at the IU Health Emergency Care Center.
“I’m so disappointed for the guys as Belardi Auto Racing because we really had the fastest car today,” said Krohn,
who led seven laps. “It would have been the easiest thing to at least be on the podium or potentially win the race. We
could run up, down low; it didn’t matter. At the same time I think we’ve shown people where our speed is so
hopefully we can come back next year and dominate this race.”
Newgarden, starting on the front row, overtook pole sitter Bryan Clauson entering Turn 1 at the start and led Victor
Garcia, who started fourth in the No. 22 TMR-Xtreme Coil Drilling car, by .0100 of a second.
By the completion of Lap 5, there were four other passes for the lead (Krohn’s car nosing ahead at the start/finish
line). Newgarden regained the point for good on Lap 15, though Guerrieri was constantly in position to pounce on
an opportunity.
“It was fun for a while and a bit slow the rest of the race,” Guerrieri said. “It was a lot of yellows, we didn’t expect
so many, but I’m happy to win second of course. What we were trying to do was work with my teammate Josef to
try to pull away and make the gap larger toward third. Then we could finish the race like me and him to race against
each other, but unfortunately all the guys crashed.”
Newgarden, who also won the season opener on the streets of St. Petersburg, Fla., took over the championship
points lead with 151. Guerrieri has 125 and Stefan Wilson, who finished fourth in the No. 5 Andretti Autosport car,
has 121.
“The team was able to make me quick and I got up to speed right away,” Newgarden said. “This is the biggest win I
think I have ever had. To win the Firestone Freedom 100 in front of this crowd at this famous racetrack is incredible.
This has been a really fun experience trying to come in and absorb all of the information that my team has to offer.”
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Garcia finished third and Bryan Clauson, the reigning USAC National Drivers Championship title holder, was fifth
in his first Firestone Indy Lights start.
“I’m pretty happy to all my crew and I have to thank all of them because although we haven’t had a normal weekend
it has been really good and we finished third,” said Garcia of the rain that canceled qualifications May 26 and set the
18-car grid by entrant points. “I think we could have won because we had what it takes to win, but we didn’t have
the laps to do it.”
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Briscoe, Crew Continue Penske Dominance Of IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge
By Tom Surber
Friday, May 27, 2011
Team Penske extended its supremacy over the IZOD Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge when Ryan Briscoe won the title
for the first time in his career Friday, May 27 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
The Penske team earned a record 13th victory in the annual contest, and Penske has won the competition in the last
six years it has been contested, as it was rained out in 2008. Helio Castroneves, the winner of the last four Pit Stop
Challenges, was eliminated in the first round Friday by Ryan Hunter-Reay.
“This win means a lot,” said Briscoe’s crew chief, Matt Jonsson. “It adds confidence for Sunday, of course, and
we’re planning on doing the same thing on Sunday and trying to move up through the field. We win as a team and
lose as a team, and that’s our job on Sunday, to try to move up the field.
“Ryan came in on a consistent speed, stopped right on his marks. That’s key for us. We don’t have to adjust; we just
do the same thing every time. If everyone stays calm and collected, that’s the way it turns out to be: consistent.”
Briscoe and his crew were dominant throughout their three rounds of competition, completing each simulated pit
stop in less than eight seconds.
After a bye in the first round, Briscoe won his quarterfinal match against Justin Wilson and Dreyer & Reinbold
Racing in 7.788 seconds, and defeated Tony Kanaan and KV Racing Technology - Lotus in the semifinals with a
stop of 7.568 seconds. In the final, Briscoe and Team Penske dominated Dario Franchitti and Target Chip Ganassi
Racing by changing four tires and simulating a fuel stop in 7.882 seconds to Franchitti’s time of 8.481 seconds.
Team Penske and Briscoe earned $50,000. Franchitti and Target Chip Ganassi Racing earned $15,000.
“I think what you saw now is a taste of what these guys are going to be doing for me in the race, and it’s so
important,” Briscoe said. “I put so much pride in their pit stops, and I’m just lucky to have the best guys in pit lane.
Helio (Castroneves) has definitely been the favorite over the past few years, but I’ve got this guy (crew chief Matt
Jonsson) and I was never looking at who was beside me.
“We were really consistent, and after the first one we just wanted to keep repeating. They did it all. The Penske
pride in the competition goes back a ways, so we don’t want to show up here and not be in the competition.”
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Indianapolis 500 Race Countdown Begins With Public Drivers' Meeting
By Paul Kelly
Saturday, May 28, 2011
Drivers participating in the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 received final instructions and awards Saturday,
May 28 in the Public Drivers’ Meeting during A.J. Foyt Day at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
“The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” is scheduled to start at noon (ET) Sunday, May 29. The race will be broadcast
live on ABC and the IMS Radio Network/XM 94-Sirius Premier 212 beginning at 11 a.m.
2010 Indianapolis 500 winner Dario Franchitti and Target Chip Ganassi Racing owner Chip Ganassi accepted a
“Baby Borg” trophy from James Verrier, vice president of BorgWarner.
The Baby Borg is a miniature replica of the famed Borg-Warner Trophy, which bears the bas-relief likeness, name
and average speed of every Indianapolis 500 winner.
Gary Garfield, chief executive officer of Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, presented the 2010 Indianapolis
500 winning car owner’s ring, made by Herff Jones, to Ganassi. Garfield also presented the 2010 IZOD IndyCar
Series champion’s ring to Franchitti.
In addition, Franchitti was presented with the Louis Meyer Award commemorating his 2010 victory, sponsored by
the American Dairy Association. Louis Meyer began the tradition of drinking milk in victory lane in 1936 when he
drank buttermilk after his victory. Deb Osza, general manager of Milk Promotion Services of Indiana, presented
Franchitti with the award.
Continuing its longstanding tradition with the Indianapolis 500, Ken Keltner of Herff Jones presented each of the 33
starters of this year’s race with their starter rings. Keltner also presented four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt
with a Herff Jones ring for serving as the driver of the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Chevrolet Camaro
Convertible Pace Car.
Making his 66th Indianapolis 500 appearance, Indianapolis 500-winning car owner Andy Granatelli presented Dan
Gurney with the STP Unsung Hero Award.
Gurney made nine Indianapolis 500 starts between 1962-70, finishing second in 1968 and 1969. His Eagle chassis
won the race in 1968 and 1975 with Bobby Unser and 1973 with Gordon Johncock.
“I’m here for one good reason: love,” Gurney said. “Love of giving to others, love of my country, love of my family
and friends, and love of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the greatest track in the world.”
Jim Campbell, the U.S. vice president of performance vehicles and motorsports for General Motors, saluted the
Hulman-George family by presenting a plaque featuring two Chevrolet vehicle steering wheels to IMS Chairman of
the Board Mari Hulman George. Campbell also presented a plaque featuring the steering wheel from the 2011
Chevrolet Camaro Convertible Pace Car to Foyt.
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser Jr., INDYCAR driver coach and consultant, concluded the drivers’
meeting by discussing race rules and guidelines with the drivers.
Unser instructed the starting field that the restart zone for the double-file restarts was moved from the front
straightaway to the entrance of Turn 4. Cars will line up two-by-two on the backstretch and will begin racing as soon
as the green flag flies as they approach the restart zone at the entrance to Turn 4.
“As it will be double-file, you have to make sure to take care of each other as you enter and go through Turn 4 and
head down the front straightaway into Turn 1,” Unser said. “There will be a great deal of congestion in that corner.
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This race is won by survivors and smart thinkers, not just the fastest race cars. Control your own destiny, make good
decisions and respect this racetrack.”
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Indianapolis 500 Post-Race Quotes
Sunday, May 29, 2011
TAKUMA SATO (No. 5 Monavie-KVRT – Lotus, 33rd): “I couldn’t see that the car was inside of me, and by the
time I got into Turn 1, it was full speed and the car was there and I had to lift. I am very disappointed, and it is quite
unfortunate that I am not a part of the race. I wasn’t supposed to be hanging on that way, and it is very
disappointing. I really wanted to finish the race.”
JAMES HINCHCLIFFE (No. 06 Sprott Newman/Haas Racing, 29th): “It was a disappointing day. A disappointing
end for the Sprott car because we rebounded pretty well. At that point, we were driving on borrowed time after what
happened with Viso and I forget who else it was on that restart. He got into us, we got hit and had to come in and
save the car from going into the wall on that one. I'm not quite sure how we managed that, so we were sort of
driving on borrowed time. We were just trying to be a bit conservative. We got lucky on a yellow and got in around
the top 10. We were just about to pit; the tires were just starting to go off. Bertrand got a good run on me, and I was
really just trying to let him go. I backed off early and was giving him the corner but unfortunately got a little bit in
the grey. With how worn the tires were, at that stage of the stint I was just a passenger.”
E.J. VISO (No. 59 PDVSA-KV Racing Technology-Lotus, 32nd): “I was running with Graham Rahal and James
Hinchcliffe, and I believe that James Hinchcliffe missed a gear and he lost his momentum out of Turn 4. Graham
Rahal went on the inside, and I went on the outside. Then when we were approaching Turn 1, I got hit on my rear
left tire and it spun me.”
JAY HOWARD (No. 88 Service Central Schmidt-RLL Racing, 30th): “I was having a great race. I've got to thank
my Service Central guys, Sam Schmidt and Rahal Letterman Lanigan for giving me an opportunity here. Everyone
worked really hard. I had a great car. I was loving every minute of it. We were making our way through the field. I
think I got as high as 12th or 13th. The car felt really good. I'm not sure exactly what was wrong, but I lost the right
rear wheel. I don't know if it was an issue with the nut gun. I'm not sure what happened.”
SIMONA DE SILVESTRO (No. 78 Nuclear Clean Air Energy HVM Racing, 31st): “I made contact with the wall in
Turn 1, and it bent the upright and the rear suspension. It didn’t feel real good, and we realized that the upright was
bent. A big thanks to HVM Racing for all they have done for me this week and to Nuclear Clean Energy. The car
felt really good until I made that little mistake in Turn 1.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Herbalife Schmidt Pelfrey Racing, 26th): “It’s a shame. The Herbalife 24 car was
competitive here, running up front. I've got to see the replay, but it seems like somebody hit me in my left rear, I
think it was Ryan. I saved it in Turn 1 and whammo, it got me again and pinned me in the wall.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 IZOD Team Penske, 27th): “I saw Townsend brush the wall in Turn 4. Everyone was
going down the inside. I was just following through on the inside into Turn 1. I just think he didn't know I was there,
and he just came down and pinched me. As soon as we made contact, the wheels interlocked. And that was it.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 07 Team REDLINE Xtreme – Circle K, eighth): “I had to work hard for what I had
today. I pushed hard on the restarts, and that’s how I gained positions. A big thanks to REDLINE and all the people
who put their effort in this, Circle K. We struggled a bit on straight-line speed, but we made up for it in other places.
We made up for it with a consistent car.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 14 ABC Supply/A.J. Foyt Racing, 15th): “It was a long day. We had great pit stops. We
picked up a lot of positions after every time. It’s hard to predict. As windy as it is and as hot as it is today, we didn’t
have any practice in conditions like this. In hindsight, we may have done too much qualifying work and not enough
race work. That was just how the weekend was with the rain and everything. We couldn’t really plan well. We did
everything we could. It’s hard to guess on these things. I think we got a good result. We brought it home. Let’s go to
the next one. It’s not the first, and it’s not the last. It was just one of those days where you flip the coin and see what
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happens. In the end, it wasn’t the day for us. We are definitely not pleased with this. We were expecting a top 10. It
just wasn’t the day for us.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Team GoDaddy, 10th): “That’s what you have to do here at Indy; you have to take that
chance because it’s win or bust here, for the most part. While it’s great to have top-five finishes every weekend,
Indy is about winning. And I was just saying, ‘Every time I come here and see someone else win, I hate it more
every time.’ So the more times I come here the more I love it, the more I want it. I have to say thanks to the fans for
coming out. It was a packed house today. Everybody was great. The sun was shining. It was a good Memorial Day
weekend.” (On leading the race): “I was thinking, ‘OK, I kind of know that I’m doing this on strategy right now.’
But I did know that there were lots of yellows coming out around pit stops. So I thought, ‘Just keep your head down,
keep running.’ And I picked up a vibration. We tend to pick up a vibration at the end of every tire life, so it was kind
of throwing me off a little bit. But you’re just hoping for that break. Whenever you’re trying something, to make that
jump up to the front, there’s always a downside.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 82 GEICO-KV Racing Technology-Lotus, fourth): “We had a problem on a pit stop because
of somebody else. We had a good car. We drove hard all day. It was a lot of fun. I am surely happy for Dan
(Wheldon). He’s been through a lot. He got thrown out the window. A lot of people said that he wasn’t good
enough. I’ve been through that at the end of last year. I didn’t have the car to win. It was a good race for us. I’m
happy for the KV guys. You have to remember, five days before the race (season opener in St. Petersburg), we
didn’t have a team.”
ANA BEATRIZ (No. 24 Team Ipiranga/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing, 21st): “The conditions were pretty difficult. We
made a mistake on our fuel calculation and had to stop a little bit earlier than everybody. That cost us a lap. We got
left behind and couldn’t really recover. It’s a shame. The car was pretty good. Hopefully we can put it together next
year. I mean, it’s tough. It was very competitive, and we just couldn’t get the yellows where we wanted so that we
could get our lap back. We can’t really accept mistakes anymore. We need to understand how to get it right. If we do
that, maybe we can have a chance at getting a win at the Indy 500.”
ALEX LLOYD (No. 19 Boy Scouts of America, 19th): “It was a difficult race. We didn’t quite have the car we
needed. We tried our best; we had a shot at the top 15 near the end and tried to turn it into a top 10. We took a
gamble on fuel and it didn’t work, so we landed outside the top 15. We didn’t have the speed; we haven’t had it all
month. It was a difficult day, but the big thing was getting this car in the show. We almost missed it. The crew got
us in the show. We ran a clean race, and we did the best we
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Wheldon Edges Hildebrand In Unforgettable Indianapolis 500 Finish
By Dave Lewandowski
Sunday, May 29, 2011
JR Hildebrand stood beside the crumpled car and ran his fingers through his hair, trying to discern just what
transpired on the final lap of the 100th anniversary Indianapolis 500.
The 23-year-old Californian was a few hundred yards from being the first rookie to win the race since Helio
Castroneves in 2001 and creating a storyline that would follow him into the record books. But, as all veterans will
say, nothing is for certain in 200 laps of racing on the 2.5-mile strip of asphalt.
Hildebrand's No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing car drifted up the track exiting Turn 4 and smacked the SAFER
Barrier. Dan Wheldon, the 2005 race and IZOD IndyCar Series champion, was Danny on the spot for the victory.
Wheldon’s No. 98 William Rast-CURB/Big Machine car for Bryan Herta Autosport with Curb/Agajanian overtook
Hildebrand’s sliding car and crossed the start/finish line under yellow. Chief steward Brian Barnhart said there's no
requirement for cars not involved in an accident to stay behind those involved/disabled.
“It’s a fantastic achievement everybody at Bryan Herta Autosport,” said Wheldon, his voice choking with emotion.
“I love everything about Indianapolis – the tradition, the fans, the history.”
A Panther Racing car has been the Indy 500 runner-up the past four years (including 2009 and ’10 driven by
Wheldon).
Wheldon, who started sixth, said his surprise of seeing Hildebrand car make heavy right-side contact with the
SAFER Barrier turned to “relief.” Wheldon was running fifth with 10 laps remaining, but jumped into contention
when race leader Bertrand Baguette pitted for a splash on Lap 197 and he overtook Scott Dixon a lap later.
"I was just trying to go as hard as I could," continued Wheldon, who was competing in his first race of the season. "I
knew it was the last lap, and I knew some of those guys were struggling with fuel (he pitted on Lap 177). I've been
runner-up two years before this, but I never gave up. It's an incredible feeling."
Hildebrand, who inherited the lead when Baguette pitted, said he was trying to conserve fuel (he last pitted on Lap
164) on the white flag lap.
“I knew we were really tight on fuel coming to the end, and the spotters were in my ear saying, ‘The guys are
coming and they’re coming hard,’’’ said Hildebrand, who qualified 12th (the fastest rookie). “We had to conserve a
little fuel, and the tires were coming to the end of their stint. I was hanging a little on to get the thing around.
"I made a judgment call catching up on the 83 (the lapped car driven by fellow rookie Charlie Kimball), and I
thought, ‘I don’t really want to slow down behind him and pull out on the straightaway,’ and I’ve been able to make
this move on the outside before and so I went to the high side, and because it was at the end of the stint I got up in
the marbles and that was it.
"I'm OK, but this is not really about me at this point. You always show up to try to win. My disappointment is for
the team and for National Guard as a sponsor. It's one of those things, as a driver, you never really know what you're
going to expect. We knew we had a fast race car. We knew if the race came to us, we may be in a position to sort of
finish top three, top five."
Added team owner John Barnes: “We came here with a rookie driver and everybody says we’re going to have
trouble and everything, but I can tell you that he (JR) did a great job. He drove to a fuel number I didn’t think was
going to be attainable. We’re so proud of him and the people at Panther and the crew.”
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Graham Rahal, who started 29th, finished third for his second consecutive podium, and Tony Kanaan charged from
22nd to finish fourth. Dixon, who started in the middle of the front row and led a field-high 73 laps, faded to fifth,
and Oriol Servia, who started on the front row, was sixth.
"I think between Dario (Franchitti) and myself we had this race covered," said Dixon, the 2008 race winner. "We
were in similar circumstances. I'm not sure how the No. 4 car was able to get that far on fuel. It’s just frustrating,
and I was frustrated with the restarts overall. The Target car was good to start with but then we started burning the
left front tire off. We made changes to it in the end and that seemed to help. Dario was on a straight different
strategy than us, and it didn't work for either of us today."
Franchitti, the 2010 race winner, led 51 laps and was running second on Lap 195. But he had to pit for a splash of
fuel on Lap 199 and finished 12th.
Tomas Scheckter advanced 13 positions to finish eighth, and Marco Andretti picked up 18 spots to finish ninth.
Andretti Autosport teammate Danica Patrick was 10th.
There were 23 lead changes among 10 drivers and seven cautions for 40 laps. Patrick led 10 laps late in the No. 7
Team GoDaddy car but had to pit with 10 laps left.
“It's the Indy 500; you have to take a chance to win,” said Patrick, who started 25th. “I would much rather leave here
finishing a little bit further down by taking a chance and having the option to win than coming away with a lower
position and not having that chance. Overall, it was a great day for the whole GoDaddy.com team. We have kept our
heads up all month and came out ahead at the end. We will use this as positive momentum going into Texas.”
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Wheldon Earns $2.56 Million For 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Victory
By Tom Surber
Monday, May 30, 2011
Dan Wheldon earned $2,567,255 from an overall purse of $13,509,485 for his victory Sunday, May 29 in the 100th
Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Mile Race.
Wheldon’s No. 98 William Rast-CURB/Big Machine car for Bryan Herta Autosport with Curb/Agajanian passed JR
Hildebrand’s No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing car on the final straightaway of the race after Hildebrand drifted
high to avoid traffic in Turn 4 and hit the SAFER Barrier. It was the only lap of the race that Wheldon led, breaking
the record for the fewest laps led by a winner, two, set by Joe Dawson in 1912.
England native Wheldon, who started sixth, became just the 18th driver to win the race at least twice. He also
triumphed in 2005, when he also captured the IZOD IndyCar Series championship. Wheldon has six top-four
finishes in nine career Indianapolis 500 starts, including second, second and first in the last three years, respectively.
Hildebrand, who started 12th, crossed the famous “Yard of Bricks” start-finish line on three wheels to place second,
earning $1,064,895. He also won the prestigious Indianapolis 500 Chase Rookie of the Year Award, which includes
a $25,000 bonus and the Chase Rookie of the Year Trophy.
Graham Rahal climbed from the 29th starting spot to finish third in the No. 38 Service Central car fielded by Service
Central Chip Ganassi Racing, the best position advancement of any driver in this year’s race. He earned $646,945
for his career-best Indianapolis finish.
Tony Kanaan earned $438,745 for charging from 22nd to fourth in his #82 GEICO KV Racing Technology-Lotus. It
was the fourth top-five finish at Indianapolis for 2004 IZOD IndyCar Series champion Kanaan.
2008 Indianapolis 500 winner Scott Dixon, who started in the middle of the front row and led a race-high 73 laps in
his No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing entry, earned $519,345 for finishing fifth. It was the fourth top-five finish at
Indianapolis for two-time IZOD IndyCar Series champion Dixon.
PEAK Performance Pole Award presented by AutoZone winner Alex Tagliani placed 28th after an accident on Lap
148 in his No. 77 Bowers & Wilkins/Sam Schmidt Motorsports entry but still earned $492,245.
The Indianapolis 500 Mile Race purse consists of Indianapolis Motor Speedway and IZOD IndyCar Series awards,
plus other designated and special awards. Purse awards were announced and presented at the Centennial Victory
Awards Celebration presented by Ice Miller LLP on Monday, May 30 at the JW Marriott in downtown Indianapolis.
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A Rookie Stands Tall After Memorable Crash
By Jeff Olson
Friday, June 24, 2011
Mention of it makes JR Hildebrand grin knowingly, with just a trace of confusion. The reaction to his reaction to the
final turn of the Indianapolis 500 was almost as profound as the reaction to what actually happened on the racetrack.
He’s aware of it, and only moderately confused by it.
Crash if you will, fans and media seemed to have said, but at least give us some reaction. Throw your helmet. Cry.
Scream at people. Apologize profusely to you team. Act like it was horrible, at least.
Instead, Hildebrand, in a stoic show of professionalism uncharacteristic of a 23-year-old rookie, faced everyone and
explained himself. Straight up. No blaming, whining or excuses. Just told what happened and the decision he faced
and why it didn’t work.
This wasn’t some inexperienced first-timer who blew his grand opportunity. (Had you checked with most major
media outlets in the hours and days after the race, you may have sniffed that portrayal in the air.) No, this was an
extremely difficult pass that missed by inches after a split-second decision. When it was over and Hildebrand had
finished second behind Dan Wheldon, the rookie explained every detail of it. Calmly, rationally and professionally.
By doing so, he won over some folks, but he also turned curious about that particular aspect of the reaction. What
were people expecting? Did they want him to jump from the car and start kicking its sidepods? Did they expect a
voice-crackling post-race interview? Did they expect him to stand on the track and throw his helmet at the perceived
cause of the crash? Did they want anger or sadness?
He handles it like a pro and we’re impressed? As if he would have done anything else?
“Looking back, maybe people were thinking, ‘He’s a rookie. He didn’t know what he was doing,’” Hildebrand said
as he prepared for this weekend’s Iowa Corn Indy 250 at Iowa Speedway. “If you watch what happened closely,
you’ll know that it’s a more complex situation than just screwing up while making a pass. I think people expected
me to be bewildered or have no idea what just happened after the crash, but I knew exactly what I’d done and why I
tried to do it. There’s a process, even if it’s split-second, to making that decision. Maybe people were expecting that
I wasn’t thinking it through, but I had. It was a risk I had to take.”
This part we do know, and we know it because he carefully explained it to us: Hildebrand didn’t blow the Indy 500.
He had a choice to make, and had to make it quickly, and he knew it was a risk before he attempted it. He was
approaching Charlie Kimball’s car, which was slowing dramatically, as the two cars entered the fourth turn. Kimball
was as low as possible, did everything right. Hildebrand had two choices. Slow and tuck in behind Kimball through
Turn 4, or swing around the outside on a track littered with marbles and attempt to maintain the momentum.
The choice had to be made in less time than it took to read the previous sentence. He chose to maintain momentum.
He chose the greater of two risks, but it was all done rationally. It was thought out. He didn’t just – doh! – slam it
into the wall because he was a rookie or scared or under pressure or foolish. He got into the gray while trying to
make a calculated but risky pass at a crucial moment in the race. Sit there behind Kimball, and Wheldon is bound to
pull a Sam Hornish Jr. on you at the finish line. The only viable option was to maintain momentum.
But then, a day after the race, people started buzzing about more than the crash. They started buzzing about the way
Hildebrand handled himself. Did you see the way the kid dealt with it? Totally calm, without emotion. He just told
us what happened, that’s all. Wow.
Apparently we’ve become conditioned to seeing sports stars come unglued over every missed free throw and
strikeout. Apparently we expect freak-outs when things go awry. Along comes a kid who’s completely in control
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except for that split-second when he lost control, and we oooh and ahhhh over his professionalism in the wake of
catastrophe. Something is oddly out of sequence about that.
Yes, JR Hildebrand’s response to the Indy 500 was refreshing. But it’s something we should come to expect. Not
just from him, but from all of our sports heroes.
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New Rights Agreement Will Keep Indianapolis 500 On ABC Through 2018
Wednesday, August 10, 2011
A Memorial Day weekend television tradition will continue with a new, six-year rights agreement that will keep the
Indianapolis 500 on ABC through 2018, extending one of the longest-running relationships between a sporting event
and a television network past the half-century mark.
ESPN on ABC will broadcast the Indianapolis 500 Mile Race for the 48th consecutive year on May 27, 2012, and,
with the new agreement taking effect in 2013, also will televise the 100th running of “The Greatest Spectacle in
Racing” in 2016.
As part of the new agreement, ABC will be the exclusive broadcast network partner for the IZOD IndyCar Series
from 2013-18 and will continue to televise four races each year in addition to the Indianapolis 500. The worldwide
presence of the Indianapolis 500 and the series on television will continue as ESPN also has international
syndication rights for all IZOD IndyCar Series races.
“The Indianapolis 500 and ABC have been together since 1965, and we are very proud to extend the relationship
with this new agreement,” said George Bodenheimer, president of ESPN and ABC Sports. “The 500 is a uniquely
American event and a Memorial Day tradition, and we especially look forward to televising the 100th edition of the
race in 2016.”
The Indianapolis 500 aired as part of ABC’s “Wide World of Sports” from 1965 until 1971, when it was broadcast
for the first time as a same-day, stand-alone, tape-delayed telecast in prime time. It was shown on a delayed basis
until the first live telecast in 1986. This past May, ESPN’s production of the Indianapolis 500 telecast used 64 high
definition cameras, a satellite-activated effects system and more of the most modern television technology available.
Beginning in 2012, ABC’s coverage of the Indianapolis 500 and the IZOD IndyCar Series will be expanded to
include live streaming of ABC’s onboard cameras on ESPN3.com, ESPN’s signature broadband sports network. The
streaming also will be available to ESPN3 subscribers via www.indycar.com.
“We value our partnership with ABC and ESPN and are pleased that the relationship will continue into the future,”
said Jeff Belskus, Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation president and CEO. “Along with a vast understanding
of the Indianapolis 500 and the sport of INDYCAR racing, ABC’s production team continues to seek out innovative
ways to televise our sport. As broadcast technology advances and opportunities arise to implement new technology,
we can count on ABC and ESPN to bring the best quality production to our viewers.”
ABC has televised IZOD IndyCar Series races every year since the formation of the series in 1996 and has aired five
races each year under the current agreement, which began in 2009 and runs through the 2012 season.
“INDYCAR is very excited about our continued relationship with ABC,” said Randy Bernard, CEO, INDYCAR.
“This allows the series long-term growth on the network. This new contract also helps us expand our presence
around the world with ESPN representing our international rights. I want to thank ABC for their strong confidence
and commitment in our brand and series. This deal will help our series, team owners, sponsors and fans for the long
term with a much more solid foundation.”
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Smooth Sailing For Wheldon With 2012 Car At IMS Oval Test
By Dave Lewandowski
Tuesday, September 27, 2011
Dan Wheldon acknowledged briefly allowing his mind to wander to four months earlier at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway when the improbable quickly and stunningly became the story complementing the 100th Anniversary
Indianapolis 500.
Two-time 500 Mile Race winner has a nice ring to it in conversation, and now Wheldon sat on pit lane of the hall of
automotive innovation behind the wheel of the next-generation IZOD IndyCar Series that will be one of the
storylines of “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” on Sunday, May 27, 2012.
“Any time you come to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway is always good, and when you come as the reigning
Indianapolis 500 champ, it’s special,” said Wheldon, who overtook the crumpled car of rookie JR Hildebrand
exiting Turn 4 of the final lap to take the checkered flag last May. “The first time I was back here since winning the
race I was on the road course, so it’s nice to be back on the oval.”
The occasion was a three-day superspeedway validation session of the Dallara Automobili-built chassis before
engine manufacturers begin their testing in earnest Oct. 4-5 at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course with drivers Scott
Dixon (Honda) and Will Power (Chevrolet) in their own chassis. Teams are scheduled to take delivery of their first
chassis in mid-December and commence testing after the first of the year.
“We’ll wait till (Sept. 29) to put the big numbers down,” Wheldon said with a smile. “We have to manage our
expectations. I know everybody wants to see huge speeds, but it’s about doing what’s right for the car. This is our
final test, and it’s important that we learn enough so when the customers get their cars we feel we’ve given them
something they’ll be very happy with.”
Overall, the six weeks of on-track validation with the prototype chassis, working through issues and modifying
appendages, has been fruitful and will be beneficial in the long term. INDYCAR Vice President of Technology Will
Phillips said the sanctioning body next will work with the manufacturers during their test period of 2.2-liter,
turbocharged V-6 engines.
“We’ve gone through all the different types of circuits but one (1.5-mile oval, which will be addressed during the
manufacturer test phase) and validated the aero configuration against the speed that we intend to have for next year,”
Phillips said. “It’s really been a good collaboration from Bryan Herta Autosport, from Dan and his previous
experience and from Dallara.”
Aerodynamic and mechanical information has been collected into a Dallara “megabook” – a spreadsheet – that will
be delivered with base information to teams.
“It’s been very good to be part of the process – to learn about the car, to be at the track and help in the initial testing
and development of the car,” team co-owner Bryan Herta said. “Some things take a bit getting used to, but I would
say this car represents an improvement in almost every area, and that’s what we’ve been doing.
“It’s lighter, safer, faster, and we’ve worked to validate the mechanical reliability of the car and making sure the
way Dallara has designed and engineered the car to perform that the wind tunnel numbers are matching up on
track.”
The program on the 2.5-mile oval also includes a Firestone tire test. Next week, Wheldon will return with three-time
Indy 500 champion Helio Castroneves and Graham Rahal for tire testing in the current Honda-powered Dallara “to
get a good back-to-back comparison,” according to Firestone Racing Senior Project Engineer Dale Harrigle. The
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2012 car is lighter, and its oval and road/street aero packages will produce different tendencies than the current
chassis.
“We’re doing our due diligence to make sure we don’t have any issues,” Harrigle said. “We’ve been working with
Dallara and with INDYCAR to confirm the changes to the car, but still nothing beats track testing to make sure
we’re in good shape for next year’s Indy 500.”
Tire testing will continue on ovals and road courses during the manufacturer test period through mid-December.
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IMS Statement On Passing Of Two-Time Indianapolis 500 Winner Dan Wheldon
Sunday, October 16, 2011
A statement from Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation President and Chief Executive Officer Jeff Belskus on
the death of two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Dan Wheldon from injuries suffered in the Las Vegas Indy 300 on
Sunday, Oct. 16 during the IZOD INDYCAR World Championships Presented By Honda at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway:
“We are incredibly saddened at the passing of Dan Wheldon. He was a great champion of the Indianapolis 500 and a
wonderful ambassador for the race, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and all of motorsports. Most importantly, he
was a fantastic husband, father and man – a good friend to so many in this sport. His memory will live forever at the
Speedway, both through the magnitude of his accomplishments on the track and his magnetism off the track. Our
deepest sympathies are extended to his entire family, team and fans.”
Wheldon, 33, won “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” in 2005 and 2011.
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Well Done: Fans Create Memorial At IMS
By Doug Boles
Tuesday, October 18, 2011
As all fans of INDYCAR and the Indianapolis 500 know, it has been a long couple of days interrupted by two
sleepless nights. The passing of two-time Indianapolis 500 champion Dan Wheldon has left a hole in our sport and
hearts that will not be soon filled.
But shortly after Dan’s passing was announced, something comforting began to happen. Fans, from all over, began
showing up in the parking lot at 16th and Georgetown, emerging from their vehicles into what was a clear, fall
Indiana evening and leaving tributes to Dan at the foot of the Gate 1 entrance to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Dan Wheldon, not just the race car driver but the person, has so moved people over the last decade that hundreds
upon hundreds have been led to front door of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the facility where Dan has achieved
his greatest success. They came here because they wanted to be close to Dan, close to the place that Dan thought
was so special and the place where Dan proved that he was special.
As a facility, we embraced this opportunity to make Gate 1 a gathering place for fans to exchange memories, leave
notes to the family or flowers in Dan’s memory. This is, after all, the gate that millions of Indianapolis 500 fans
have passed through for a century to witness the Indianapolis 500. The gate, complete with the IMS Wing and
Wheel, is the entrance where fans entered in 1911 after hopping off the Big Four Railroad from downtown and
walked to their seats to view the infancy of what would later be known as “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.”
As I boarded the plane from Vegas Sunday night, I was not looking forward to when the cabin door was closed and
the flight attendants reminded the passengers it was time to power off electronic devices. I was also reluctant to
leave Las Vegas, still fully holding on to the thought, like all of us, that I would wake up in my bed to find this had
all been a dream and race morning was just starting to begin.
It was 2 a.m. when I finally landed in Indianapolis and made my way back to IMS. As I pulled in the parking lot, the
glow of candle light outlined what was becoming a substantial display of affection and thanks for what Dan had
done for so many.
By Monday afternoon, media from across the country had come to see the location where over 1,500 fans had felt
compelled to journey as a last opportunity to pay tribute to a fallen hero. Tears and grief-stricken sobs, hugs of
comfort and stares of disbelief are commonplace as fans try to come to grips and find some peace with what
happened. Many stopped by and openly prayed for Dan, his family and the INDYCAR community. Fans, many of
whom never met but share the common bond of passion for the Indianapolis 500 and appreciation for Dan, trade
favorite Wheldon stories. Left behind are pictures of Dan with fans, notes, handmade posters, Wheldon hero cards,
race tickets, credentials, photographs, British and checkered flags, a go-kart trophy won by a racer that was inspired
by Dan, jugs and jugs and jugs of milk, wreaths, flowers upon flowers and many other items.
Late Monday afternoon, IMS placed a 30-foot by 5-foot banner over Gate 1 with an image of Dan with the BorgWarner Trophy from the day after this year’s Indianapolis 500 as a further honor to Dan.
As the rains loomed on the horizon Monday night, we decided to remove the items left behind that would be soaked
by the rain to preserve them so they can be presented to Dan’s family. But the people, not deterred by the rain, kept
coming and are still coming. So we have left the flowers, the flags and the mementos that could withstand the
weather and placed two pop-up tents so fans could still pay their respects.
If you haven’t come by yet, I encourage you to do so. It is a moving display of just how much Dan Wheldon meant
to the many thousands of fans he touched and endeared with his driving talent, his infectious personality and his
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love and passion for the Indianapolis 500. If stopping here is not possible, the photos posted by the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway will give you a glimpse of just how special he was.
If you have a couple of minutes, leave your best Dan Wheldon memory here so that we all can share in the joy and
the blessing of the opportunity to watch Dan Wheldon perform his magic at Indianapolis – with a steering wheel or
with a smile!
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