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Welcome to the 92nd running of the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race, "The Greatest Spectacle in
Racing." Fred Nation, executive vice president of communications for the Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
John Griffin, vice president of public relations for the Indy Racing League, Ron Green, director of public
relations for the Speedway, Bill York, Media Center manager, and their staffs are here to assist you.
Please direct your questions and requests to any Indianapolis Motor Speedway or Indy Racing League
staff person in the Media Center.
***
This is the 42nd edition of the Indianapolis 500 Daily Trackside Report, which was first
distributed at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 1967. As stated on the first page of the 1967 DTR:
"This press information has been compiled as an added source of your information in your coverage of
the '500.' It is our sincere wish that it will be of assistance in your assignment."
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11 a.m.
Opening Ceremonies
11:20 a.m.
Honorary Lap, Al Unser and Al Unser Jr.
12-5 p.m.
Rookie Orientation Program/Driver Refresher Program
6 p.m.
Track closes
***
Thirteen drivers must complete Rookie Orientation. They are: #5 Oriol Servia (KV Racing
Technology), #8 Will Power (KV Racing Technology), #16 Alex Lloyd (Rahal Letterman Racing), #17
Ryan Hunter-Reay (Rahal Letterman Racing), #19 Mario Moraes (Dale Coyne Racing), #24 Jay Howard
(Roth Racing), #27 Hideki Mutoh (Andretti Green Racing), #33 E.J. Viso (HVM Racing, #34 Jaime
Camara (Conquest Racing), #36 Enrique Bernoldi (Conquest Racing) #96 Mario Dominguez (Pacific
Coast Motorsports), #02 Justin Wilson (Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing) and #06 Graham Rahal
(Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing).
The rookie drivers must complete four phases of ROP in order to be eligible for the Indianapolis
500. At least three of the phases must be completed during ROP. The fourth phase may be completed
during practice later in the month.
The four phases of ROP are:
200-205 mph
205-210 mph
210-215 mph
215+ mph
(More)
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#22 Davey Hamilton (Vision Racing), and #44 Max Papis (Rubicon Race Team/Sam Schmidt
Motorsports) must complete the refresher test, which consists of the final phase of ROP.
Additionally, #18 Bruno Juqueira is being allowed track time today and tomorrow. At the
beginning of the season, the Indy Racing League guaranteed track time to all transitioning teams
regardless of their rookie/refresher status.
***
Entry List update: Davey Hamilton is the driver of the #22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing
entry.
DAVEY HAMILTON: “You know, I love this place. It’s hard to, as a racing driver, get this
particular race out of your system. There’s a handful of races I love. This is one of them, the Oswego
Classic, which I participated in last year and I’ll do again, the Copper Classic, which unfortunately is no
longer there, they always just stood out as the thrills of my career and I love to do. I’m just fortunate that
Hewlett-Packard and Kingdom (Racing) came aboard to allow me to negotiate with Tony (George) to put
together a third entry for Vision Racing. It was down to the last minute, it has worked out, we’ll be in the
car tomorrow and the car looks fantastic. I feel really confident because I think we have a better program,
and Vision has a better program, than last year so hopefully we pick up where we left off and try to make
it better.” (Did last year’s ninth-place finish exceed all your expectations?): “Yeah, it did actually. It’s one
of those things where you go into the month, a top-10 finish at any race is pretty good with the
competition level the way it is, and that was my goal last year. Just a top-10 finish was my goal, if I could
just get in the top 10 I’d be a happy guy. We were very fortunate to be able to go beyond that and get a
ninth and actually run in the top-five at times. Absolutely, I was very happy with the result.”
***
Despite their rookie status, several of the ROP candidates have previously competed at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Lloyd, Howard, Mutoh and Camara competed in Firestone Indy Lights
events on the oval. Camara won the Firestone Freedom 100 in 2005 and finished third the last two
seasons. Lloyd won the Firestone Freedom 100 in 2007. Mutoh finished second in last year’s race, while
Howard was the runner-up in 2006.
Bernoldi and Wilson made Formula One starts on the Speedway’s road course. Bernoldi finished
13th in the 2001 United States Grand Prix. Wilson was eighth in 2003.
Rahal led 21 laps in the Firestone Indy Lights race on the road course in 2006.
***
Stephan Gregoire is one of the drivers who doesn't have a ride for the 92nd running of the
Indianapolis 500, although the seven-time "500" starter will be driving the "two-seater" for guests during
the month of May.
Gregoire remains at the ready. Earlier this season, he competed in the 24 Hours of Daytona, and
in June he will co-pilot a Pescarolo/Judd machine in the 24 Hours of Le Mans for Roll Center Racing of
England, which finished fourth a year ago. He's teamed with the daughter of former Formula One
standout Jacky Ickx as a co-driver for that event.
And, in his 20th year of racing, Gregoire wants to run the Indianapolis 500 for the last time.
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: "No European driver has ever run all three of those races in one
season. It's something, a goal, that I really want to do."
***
ROP PRACTICE REPORT
At noon, the ambient temperature was 60 degrees with a relative humidity of 50 percent and
winds from the south-southwest at 5 mph. Skies were fair. The track temperature was 92 degrees
according to Firestone engineers.
12:04 p.m. – GREEN. #8 Power is the first car on track.
12:26 p.m. - #5 Servia completes Phase 1.
12:47 p.m. - #5 Servia completes Phase 2.
(More)
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Will Power, driver of the #8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia Honda/Dallara/Firestone, took the
honor of being the first driver on track for Opening Day at the 92nd Indianapolis 500, an honor that
sometimes has been hard-fought over the years. The best start by the driver first on track over the last 25
years has been by Raul Boesel, who started second in 1994. The best finish is second, set by Marco
Andretti in 2006.
FIRST ON TRACK, 1983 -2008
Driver
Started
Finished
Jaques Lazier
28th
27th
Marco Andretti
9th
2nd
th
Danica Patrick
4
4th
th
Sarah Fisher
19
24th
Felipe Giaffone
16th
33rd
rd
Billy Boat
23
18th
th
Stephan Gregoire
29
28th
th
Stephan Gregoire
20
7th
Stephan Gregoire
Did Not Qualify
Mike Groff
32nd
15th
th
Dr. Jack Miller
17
20th
Michele Alboreto
12th
30th
th
Eliseo Salazar
24
4th
nd
Raul Boesel
2
21st
th
Jimmy Vasser
19
13th
th
Scott Brayton
7
22nd
th
Scott Brayton
19
17th
Tero Palmroth
16th
12th
th
Arie Luyendyk
15
21st
th
Raul Boesel
7
20th
th
30th
Ludwig Heimrath Jr.
10
th
Chip Ganassi
26
25th
th
Dick Simon
26
14th
Dick Simon
20th
23rd
Bill Tempero
Did Not Qualify
***
12:48 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:59 p.m. – GREEN.
1:04 p.m. - #8 Power completes Phase 2.
1:18 p.m. - #34 Camara completes Phase 2.
1:20 p.m. - #02 Wilson and #06 Rahal complete Phase 1.
1:26 p.m. - #02 Wilson and #06 Rahal complete Phase 2.
At 1:30 p.m., the ambient temperature was 63 degrees with a relative humidity of 41 percent and
winds from the south-southeast at 7 mph. Skies were fair. The track temperature was 103 degrees
according to Firestone engineers.
1:31 p.m. - #36 Bernoldi completes Phase 1.
1:36 p.m. - #27 Mutoh completes Phase 1.
1:45 p.m. - #17 Hunter-Reay completes Phase 3.
1:47 p.m. - #36 Bernoldi completes Phase 2.
1:52 p.m. - #02 Wilson completes Phase 3.

Year
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983

(More)
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1:53 p.m. - #27 Mutoh completes Phase 2.
2:00 p.m. - #16 Lloyd completes Phase 1.
2:08 p.m. - #06 Rahal completes Phase 3.
2:14 p.m. - #06 Rahal completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
2:16 p.m. - #27 Mutoh completes Phase 3.
2:21 p.m. - #16 Lloyd completes Phase 2.
2:23 p.m. - #17 Hunter-Reay completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
2:27 p.m. - #02 Wilson completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
2:31 p.m. - #33 Viso completes Phase 1.
2:32 p.m. - #24 Howard completes Phase 1. #5 Servia completes Phase 3.
2:35 p.m. - #27 Mutoh completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
2:37 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:44 p.m. – GREEN.
2:54 p.m. - #16 Lloyd completes Phase 3.
2:57 p.m. - #8 Power completes Phase 3.
2:58 p.m. - #24 Howard completes Phase 2.
3:01 p.m. - #33 Viso completes Phase 2.
3:05 p.m. - #16 Lloyd turns a lap at 219.964 mph, faster than Michael Andretti’s fastest lap of
219.871 mph on Opening Day in 2007.
3:07 p.m. - #5 Servia completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
3:08 p.m. - #16 Lloyd completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
3:29 p.m. - #33 Viso completes Phase 3.
4:20 p.m. - #34 Camara completes Phase 3.
***
Indianapolis 500 rookie E.J. Viso and Firestone Indy Lights driver J.R. Hildebrand were among
35,000 participants in yesterday’s OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon. Hildebrand completed the
13.1-mile run in 1 hour, 33 minutes and 36 seconds, finishing 834th overall. Viso completed the run in
1:36.16.
E.J. VISO (#33 PDVSA HVM RACING): “My run yesterday was great. It was a great
opportunity and a great way to spend my first time in this track. It was kind of a different way to come to
a new track. I am not tired. I was way off my limit. I just did it for fun. I wasn't pushing, and it was kind
of frustrating because you're running and you know that you can not run quick because you're thinking of
tomorrow. I just took it easy, did it for training and just enjoyed it.
“It was difficult (to judge the banking and configuration) because there were so many people and
we didn't run on the actual track, just the inside part and it was full of people, you couldn't see much.”
J.R. HILDEBRAND (#25 Allied Building Products): “I wasn't really sure what I was getting
myself into because I hadn't trained for it and I haven't run that distance for time before. There were a ton
of people at the start, so it took a little while to get settled in, but once I got a few miles in I felt pretty
good. Running onto the speedway grounds was definitely an experience, and having to run all the way
around the track really gives one an appreciation for how big the place really is and what we'll be up
against in a few weeks. I was still on a good pace after I got through 10 miles. From there it got a little
tougher, but I was able to work through it. I posted a respectable time at the end, although I'm not sure
there's ever been a time that I was happier just to have made it to the end of a race.”
***
(More)
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Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard waved the green flag to officially open practice for the 92nd
Running of the Indianapolis 500.
GREG BALLARD (Mayor of Indianapolis): “It was a lot of fun, I have to tell you. When the
cars come by it's pretty exciting.
“I really never got here until I was a teenager and I saw my first race. It was quite a while back, I
think it was '73. When I was in the Marine Corps, I watched races all around the world in different places
I was at, and to come back home and be the starter at Indy, it's pretty special stuff.
“I tell people, frankly, that this is the best month of any city in the world. It really is a great event
and a great month, and it really celebrates the city and the culture of the city. This is such a symbol
around the world. It truly is. I've been around the world and I know it. People talk about this place
everywhere, and I'm so proud of this place and what it does for the city.”
(About ride in Corvette Pace Car) “That was great. We got up somewhere around 135-140 (mph)
probably, and he was telling me where they look at their marks and how they look at the track, and
coming out of Turn 2, how they look at the wind sock down there, and it was just amazing. And to think
we were going 100 miles an hour less than the race cars are going, so having to react that quickly and
having to concentrate that much for three hours is incredible.”
***
4:23 p.m. - #8 Power completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
4:27 p.m. - #34 Camara completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
4:38 p.m. - #24 Howard completes Phase 3.
4:50 p.m. - #36 Bernoldi completes Phase 3.
4:55 p.m. - #24 Howard completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
4:56 p.m. - #33 Viso completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
5:00 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 champion Arie Luyendyk is working with rookie Alex Lloyd, and
was even seen chauffeuring the 2007 Firestone Indy Lights champion and his wife on a golf cart.
ARIE LUYENDYK: “Chip Ganassi asked me to, like I've done before for him, with Ryan
Briscoe, just to kind of be in the pits, listen to what's going on and give Ryan some advice and the same
with Alex (Lloyd). There are things that a rookie is not aware of, obviously, when he comes here, so I can
help a bit on a lot of things with my experience, not just for practicing, but also for qualifying and race
day. With this place, say the car starts to go away and handle bad, then you get this mental aspect and it's
really important to not get down on yourself. So a lot of those things I can kind of tell the driver, you
know, don't worry about it, it's the car. Change this, do that, or whatever.”
(About how the event relates now to when he was a rookie) “The track is still the same and the
speeds are still high, and that's the one thing that a lot of people forget, with the rookies and the guys that
have never been here, that the first time you walk into this place you have to be impressed and somewhat
humbled, so it does that to you somewhat when you're young. But as far as the things that have changed,
all that has really changed is the infield stuff and the buildings and the Pagoda. Stuff like that is obviously
very cool looking, but from a driver’s perspective, you're not really looking at the buildings, you're
looking at what you're going to do on the racetrack. That really hasn't changed much. The cars are
different now than they were then, but of course, these guys wouldn't know the cars from back then, so
for them it's pretty much the same as it was for us when we started here.”
***
(More)
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FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
1.
8
Will Power
2.
33
E.J. Viso
3.
5
Oriol Servia
4.
16
Alex Lloyd
5.
27
Hideki Mutoh

Speed
220.694 mph
220.445 mph
220.102 mph
219.964 mph
219.824 mph

INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
JAY HOWARD (No. 24 Roth Racing): “It went good. We started off a little bit later than everyone else.
Just wanted to take our time. We've got a full month, so there's no rush for us. We had a couple of issues
just to start off. We got them ironed out and did our steps and went through them as we needed and got
them out of the way. We're happy and ready for tomorrow. We've got five hours of track time tomorrow
to start playing and start getting into the 220s.
“It's so nice to come here and pace yourself, build up to it. If the car doesn't feel quite right, just
come in. It's nice to know that you're not up against time. You don't feel like, ‘I've got to get this in,’ or
‘We've got to get runs in.’ Just take your time, if it doesn't feel right, just pull it in. Check something,
make some changes, go again. OK, that feels better, do your run. There's no point in letting this place bite
you. So for us, it was a good day. We accomplished what we wanted, and hopefully tomorrow we'll get
around the 220s and then after than we're going to start heading more toward the 225s and in that area.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “Today went very well for the Formula Dream team. It
would’ve been a perfect day if I was the fastest driver today, but I am happy with the car. It is very
exciting for me to be racing in the IndyCar Series at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The Indianapolis
500 is such a big race, so I am very excited to be part of it. I have to learn the track and get used to being
in traffic with so many cars, but we will keep practicing and I am confident to be ready by race day.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “This definitely feels like the right way around
the track. This is a completely different place from when I ran in Formula One here. Someone told me it
was like four quick corners on a road course, and that is what I have found. The car goes where you point
it, whereas on some of the other ovals that is not the case. It’s a really cool feeling when the car releases
out of the corner and onto the straight. Looking at Turn 1 is pretty cool. You just head down there and all
you can see is the wall, and just when you start to panic the corner opens up and you turn in and the car
flows so well. It’s a real pleasure; I’m having fun driving the McDonald’s car here. It was a smooth day.
Everything went to plan. The McDonald’s car is working well, and the team is doing a great job. It’s a
good starting point, and hopefully we can start to work on our setups and begin to take some drag out of
the car. You can get to a certain level then you have to start taking downforce out to go quicker. That’s
when the car starts to get more difficult and you have to start driving it.”
(More)
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GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “Surprisingly, I wasn’t nervous at all. I think if
you get yourself worked up about it you get really nervous. Then you make errors and mistakes, which
can lead to a crash. It’s a big weight off our shoulders to finish ROP, and now we can get down to work
and get on with the month, and that’s the biggest thing. Of course it feels good to get a day under our
belts, and it’s pretty cool running here too. We didn’t want to use too many sets of tires today. It’s all
about conserving those right now. We completed ROP then ran another couple of outings and parked it.
We’ll regroup and go back out tomorrow to get a little more track time. Justin (Wilson) and I were both
running pretty well, and we’re both running high downforce right now. I don’t know what everybody else
is running, but we’re going to start peeling it off here and see what happens. It’s a big place. When you
run 220 (mph) here, the speed doesn’t get to you really. We need to gain another nine (mph) or so to get
where everyone was last year. I didn’t expect to go as fast as we did right away. I didn’t know what to
think, but I’m pretty happy with the way it’s gone.”
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “I heard from all these other drivers how difficult and scary
this track is, and I really didn’t think it was too bad. For sure the speeds are higher and it is quite a long
lap, but I only have two ovals to compare it with. It’s great to be here, and it’s nice that we get so much
track time to prepare for the race. I’m looking forward to this month, and I think we will continue to
improve as the days pass.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “It was great taking my first laps around the Speedway in an
IndyCar (Series car). It is a lot quicker than an Indy Lights car that’s for sure. I’m happy that everything
went well today. We made progress and we passed the ROP. Before our last run, we made some
adjustments to the car just to test some things and then it went really well. I am looking forward to the
month. I think as the month continues we are going to make more and more progress everyday, and
hopefully we can do a good job in qualifying and qualify the first week.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “Turning my first laps here in the Dallara
was nice. It’s a great track. It resembles more what I am used to driving, but with really fast corners. The
car was good, but we missed some time at the end to complete our rookie test. But we will be able to go
tomorrow to get that done, and then we can continue working on the car in preparation for qualifying.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol): “I’ve been waiting my
entire life for this. The straights are just long enough to where you can start thinking about what you can
do to the car to make it better, but you can’t think too much because the turns come up quick. And you
have some business to do once you get there.”
ALEX LLOYD (No. 16 Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi): “It was great fun out there. Obviously
the speed is the biggest difference, but once you get a few laps in and get used to it everything seems to
slow down for you and things felt very comfortable. That’s the nice thing about ROP is that it kind of
forces you to take your time and find your way up to speed safely. Now we just have to settle in, learn the
subtle nuances of the track and try and gain more speed. It’s weird because I am used to getting to the
track on the first day and trying to wring every drop of speed out of the car, and that’s not what it is about
here. You really need to take your time, develop the car over the month and you’ll have something you
can race with. That’s what we are here for.”
(More)
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WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “We were first out and last in. It was a good
day. Initially when I went out I thought, ‘How the hell do you go flat here?’ But we crept up through it.
We had a pretty safe car there at the end, it was pretty solid. I was happy to get flat all the way around
because that takes you to the next level, and now we start trimming out. We did plenty of mileage because
we’re a bit wary of what the weather’s going to be like later in the week, so I’m very happy for the Aussie
Vineyards KV Technology team.” (Since you brought it up, how do you go flat around here and how
quickly did you get to that point?): “Well, you run a little downforce to make the car safe. Obviously the
track’s a little dusty, and we’re rookies and a rookie team as well. At the end of the day it makes the car
more settled and plus, when you’re going quicker there’s more downforce, so it makes the car feel nice
and solid and consistent throughout the corner. Now the challenge, you start heading toward 225 mph,
you start trimming out, that’s when the driving really comes in and you’ve got to be smart with the setup.
You don’t want the car to bite you and end up in the wall, it’s going to cost you a lot of time.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “Times goes fast, it was 2002 actually. I did some
laps here with Walker (Racing) and the place is as I remember, it’s always a challenge and a lot of fun.
I’m very happy to be here. I’ve been racing in the U.S. since 1998 and never have got a real shot at doing
Indy, so I’m very happy to be here and with a great team. Today we accomplished all the goals we had,
which was to get used to the car, the track, the speeds. Once we were there, we started getting some miles
and learning the car to give the guys some data so they can make the car faster, and I think we did that.
I’m very happy with how the car felt and it was a great first day at Indy.” (Because this track has four
distinct corners, you have to develop a pace and rhythm to really get around here, and historically guys
with road course experience do well here because they understand that. Do you agree with that?): “I
believe so. The corners are definitely closer to what would be, I don’t know, Turn 1 at Elkhart (Lake,
Wis.), than Homestead, I would say. It’s a combination of both – you have banking and you go in with a
lot of speed, and there’s a lot of things happening right away. At Homestead and other superspeedways,
you’re going really fast but everything happens really slow in the corner. Here, everything comes to you
really quick in Turn 1, you’re breathing, ‘OK, I’m through the turn,’ and you’re in Turn 2 right away, so
it’s definitely a different rhythm.”
***
A total of 18 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirteen
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 661 laps this month. Will Power turned 93 laps
today, most of any driver this month. There were two cautions for a total of 18 minutes.
***
MONDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-5 p.m.
Rookie Orientation Program
6 p.m.
Track Closes
*** END DAY 1 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
12-5 p.m.
Rookie Orientation Program/Driver Refresher Program
6 p.m.
Track closes
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Ten drivers completed Rookie Orientation Sunday and may practice at any speed. #36 Enrique
Bernoldi completed the first three phases of ROP and must complete the final phase. #19 Mario Moraes
and #96 Mario Dominguez must complete all four phases of ROP.
Additionally, #44 Max Papis and #22 Davey Hamilton must pass the refresher test.
***
ROP PRACTICE REPORT
At 12:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with a relative humidity of 35 percent and
winds from the west-southwest at 8 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 106
degrees according to Firestone engineers.
12:00 p.m. – GREEN.
12:05 p.m. - #17 Hunter-Reay is the first car on track.
12:22 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:27 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Ron Hunter, the head men’s basketball coach at Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis (IUPUI), was today’s honorary starter.
RON HUNTER: “This is absolutely incredible. I've never been this close to the cars. I was at the
Masters a few weeks ago, and this gives me more goose bumps than being at the Masters. This is
absolutely incredible. It's a tradition, just like basketball. It's important. This is Indiana, just like it is with
basketball. I'm going to meet with my players afterwards, just to talk about the feeling. I had no idea how
fast these cars go. Riding in the Pace Car was incredible. Hanging out with Johnny Rutherford, it's just
amazing. I don't know a lot about race car driving, but I'll tell you what, I became a huge fan today.”
***
12:59 p.m. – YELLOW. #34 Camara does a quarter spin in Turn 1. The rear of the car makes
moderate contact with the SAFER Barrier and slides to a stop in Turn 2. Camara is assisted from the car
by the Delphi Safety Team.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #34
Camara is being transported to Methodist Hospital for precautionary X-rays. He is awake and alert,
however, he is complaining of soreness in his back.
***
(More)
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1:24 p.m. – GREEN.
1:58 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:07 p.m. – GREEN.
At 2:30 p.m., the ambient temperature was 73 degrees with a relative humidity of 33 percent and
winds from the south-southwest at 11 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 116 degrees
according to Firestone engineers.
2:38 p.m. - #19 Moraes completes Phase 2.
2:47 p.m. - #36 Bernoldi completes Phase 4 and may practice at any speed.
3:04 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:17 p.m. – GREEN.
3:30 p.m. - #19 Moraes completes Phase 3.
3:57 p.m. - #96 Dominguez completes Phase 1.
***
The car driven by Danica Patrick in the 2005 Indianapolis 500, when she became the first woman
to lead laps in the historic race en route to a fourth-place finish, has found a home in the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum. Rahal Letterman Racing co-owner Bobby Rahal officially
presented the car to the museum during a ceremony this morning.
The car was donated to the museum by its present owner Stanley Ross, who owns and maintains a
number of historic race cars, including ones driven by RLR co-owner Bobby Rahal throughout his
legendary career.
The No. 16 Argent Mortgage Honda/GForce/Firestone debuted at the 2005 Indy 500 where
Patrick first made history by qualifying fourth, setting a high-water mark for female drivers at
Indianapolis. She became the first woman to lead a lap when pit-stop cycles gave her the lead on Lap 56,
but she came back to pace 18 of the final 28 laps, battling fiercely with eventual race winner Dan
Wheldon before finishing fourth. The result catapulted Patrick into the forefront of the national
sportscape, and landed her on the cover of Sports Illustrated.
The car made nine starts with Patrick at the wheel in 2005, making more history by earning pole
positions at Kansas, Kentucky and Chicagoland. The car scored six top-10 finishes in its IndyCar Series
history, including a seventh-place run in its final outing with Jeff Simmons at the wheel last season at
Infineon Raceway.
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Team Motorola): “It's flattering to think that a car I drove is going
to be on display at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The 2005 Indianapolis 500 was an amazing race for me
and was a milestone day in the history of the biggest race in the world. I'm glad fans will have a chance to
relive that day and get a closer look at a car that played a significant role in my career and in the legend of
the Indianapolis 500.”
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing): “It is an exciting day. Thanks to the
generosity of Stan Ross, who was involved with us and Danica right from the start in Formula Atlantic
and then he graduated with her to the ‘500’ that year in ’05. This is the right place for the car, for sure,
especially now that she’s won a race, but even prior to that, the fact that she led and it was such a
precedent-setting performance, this is the right place for it.” (What was the chain of custody of the car?):
“Early on, I asked Stanley to (join us) in the Atlantics, and he was involved in us and the car. When I said
I want to take Danica to Indy, at the end of ’04, I said, ‘Will you join with us again,’ and he said, ‘Yeah,’
so basically it’s his car. We suggested to him that he might want to give it to the museum, to think about
that, and it didn’t take long for him to do so. We’ve been trying to hold this affair (car presentation) for
six months, I think its better that we waited until now, not just because of the (Danica’s) win, but more so
because this is Indianapolis and this is the right place for it.”
***
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #34
Camara has been evaluated at Methodist Hospital. X-rays were negative. He will be evaluated at the
Clarian Medical Center Tuesday morning to determine his fitness to drive.
***
Reigning Indianapolis 500 champion Dario Franchitti visited the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
today. Below are select quotes from his availability with the media.
DARIO FRANCHITTI (2007 Indianapolis 500 champion): “It’s really cool to be back. It felt
kind of strange to be back and not driving, but this is a really special place and particularly after last year
a place that has a special place in my heart. We knew the whole month last year that we had a really
strong car. Both Tony (Kanaan) and myself in particular were working closely together, opposite Danica
(Patrick) and Marco (Andretti). We just got in this rhythm where both cars were really feeding off each
other and we knew we had a great car, and going into the race there was something that happened with
one of the dampers in the car, from the very start. It took us most of the race to dial that problem back out
because the car had a lot of understeer and it took us until at least the rain delay to get the car back under
balance, and from that point on we were, I felt, as strong as anybody in the race.”
(About following the IndyCar Series) “I’ve been paying a lot of attention. When I was racing
IndyCar, I watched a lot of NASCAR on TV. Now I’m watching a lot of IndyCar on TV. I watch all types
of motorsport. Obviously keeping a close eye because I have a lot of friends here racing and also working
with the teams. It was great news when the series unified and we got one open-wheel series. It was a
great move and a great first step to the future. I think its going to work really well. Obviously Danica
winning that first race was great. I had a vested interest though, I won 300 bucks. I had a bet with Chip
Ganassi and Felix Sabates, so I won some money there. She did a terrific job and I think it’s going to be a
really interesting month of May for all kinds on reasons.”
(About advice for rookies) “Advice? I remember coming here in 2002 and the biggest advice I
could give is respect this place. It is the most difficulty track I have ever driven. It changes so much with
the weather. You think you’ve got everything right and the next thing it bites you. This is a very difficult
place, and the race is incredibly difficulty too. Like I said, respect, and I think the guys who haven’t raced
here before - I don’t like when they are referred to as the ex-Champ Car drivers or transition, because it’s
one series now, I think it just be referred to as that. I think the rookies, the guys who haven’t been here
before, are going to have their work cut out. The rookie teams as well, they are going to have their work
cut out because there are certain tricks to making these cars go fast and it takes a while to learn those,
both as a driver, an engineer and as a mechanic. It will be tough. And then you look at the drivers at the
top of their game and the teams at the top of their game, it makes it difficult. I think as far as the talent of
the drivers and the teams, it’s definitely up there. They just need some experience.”
***
4:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the front stretch.
4:33 p.m. – GREEN.
4:38 p.m. - #22 Hamilton completes Phase 3.
4:41 p.m. - #96 Dominguez completes Phase 2.
4:56 p.m. - #96 Dominguez completes Phase 3. #22 Hamilton completes Phase 4 and may
practice at any speed.
5:00 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
(More)
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2005 Indianapolis 500 champion Dan Wheldon visited Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital at St.
Vincent this morning to meet with 9-year-old Sophie Banker.
Banker designed the helmet Wheldon will wear in the ABC Supply/A.J. Foyt 225 at The
Milwauke Mile on June 1. Banker designed the helmet using a multi-colored swatch of fabric from her
favorite blanket, gluing pieces to a paper outline of an IndyCar Series driver helmet.
The blanket was never far from Sophie’s reach. Through the initial surgery to remove a brain
tumor to radiation and chemotherapy treatments and rehabilitation programs, it’s been her calling card
with the multi-discipline staff at the Indianapolis hospital.
DIANE BANKER (Mother of Sophie Banker): “The blanket was at a lake cottage where my
husband grew up and it ended up at our house. Sophie just decided that this was what she loved and
wanted to take everywhere. She was about 2 years old when she found in a closet and took ownership.
“(For the contest) I said, ‘You could use your colored pencils. You could use this blanket. This is about
St. Vincent; this blanket has been drug around for six years here. It’s represents your time here.’ She
traced the fabric, cut it out, got out the glue stick and here it is. We’re really at a good point to be five
years out of treatment and six years out of diagnosis. This is a moving forward point for all of us. It’s all
about moving forward for her; you take what you have today and work as hard as you can.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “She’s a very determined young girl.
At one point her mother was talking and she says, ‘Well, listen, Mom, it doesn’t always go your way.’ It
really captured me. To meet her and see how well she’s doing is a thrill for me. When you walk through
St. Vincent Children’s Hospital, it really puts things into perspective. We can be disappointed for not
winning races, but to think what these young children have to go through – and a lot of them do pull
through – it shows their strength of character. To be able to excite somebody who has gone through an
extreme amount is very special for me. By doing this hopefully it can mean an awful lot to some people
and hopefully we can make it bigger so we can do more for the children.”
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
16
Alex Lloyd
223.033 mph
2.
27
Hideki Mutoh
222.600 mph
3.
8
Will Power
222.267 mph
4.
5
Oriol Servia
222.089 mph
5.
06
Graham Rahal
221.155 mph
INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “My day was good. I progressed a lot. It
was actually much nicer than yesterday, speed-wise. Today I could go flat out more and was able to do
more laps, and we started to take out some downforce and worked on the setup of the car. I improved over
3 miles per hour today, so it has been a very positive day for us. I feel sorry for my teammate because he
crashed. I think if he had stayed on the track, we would have improved even more with two cars. But we
still have a long time to go. I think we are on the right track, and hopefully we will improve on today’s
time.”
(More)
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ALEX LLOYD (No. 16 Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi): “It was a good day really. We didn't get
too much running in really, we got one run in early in the morning, then we had a couple of problems that
set us back a couple of hours. But we got a good run in in the end, and I was able to gradually take a little
bit of downforce out of the car, which is the key. I've been doing that nice and gently over the last couple
of days. It's obviously my first time in an IndyCar on an oval, so we're going to be giving the track a lot of
respect and taking our time with it. We're just improving the balance of it and going through it during the
day and getting up to speed and feeling very comfortable with it. We're very happy with it. I think the
guys have given me a good car and it's good for me, having Chip Ganassi and (Bobby) Rahal together
working with me. I've got a lot of experience with both teams that are helping, and I'm finding that to be a
great benefit to me, and so far it's gone very smoothly. We've got everyone out tomorrow, and that's going
to be nice to see what sort of speeds they're doing and see where we are and what we need to improve on
and keep working.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “The team gave me a great car, and I was really confident
to drive it on the track and feel the downforce on the car. We can be faster, even tomorrow, so I'm really
looking forward to driving and qualifying on Saturday. It is more comfortable than yesterday, definitely.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “It was a good day. We definitely had good
balance in the Aussie Vineyards–Team Australia car. We just wanted to go the next step and move into
the next speed bracket. The KV Racing Technology team did a good job getting the car balanced, and we
keep trimming it out so we can get to 225 mph. That is the area we obviously need to be at in order to
have any chance to qualify well on Saturday. I am very happy with how we picked up 2 mph from
yesterday. It’s a step forward.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “Another good day, more miles, not as many as
yesterday, but Will (Power) and I again seem to be the ones clocking the most laps. It’s good. We just
keep improving the KV Racing Technology car, getting used to how a car should feel here, and that’s
down to all the KVRT crew for their hard work.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “We went for our first run and the car was pretty good. I went into
Turn 1 and I turned in a little early. I went below the white line, and that wasn’t such a good idea. That’s
why I lost it and crashed. The accident was totally my fault. We had a pretty good car. I’m sure we were
going to be on the top of the time charts like yesterday. Unfortunately, the accident happened.
Wednesday, everything is going to be all right again. We’re going to the track with the same setup as
today and we’re going to be there.” (Are you OK?): “They checked me here, but they wanted me to go to
the hospital for a CAT scan and make sure that my spine and lower body was all right. Tomorrow, I’m
going to see Dr. (Terry) Trammell to see if I’m OK to drive. I hope by Wednesday every thing will be
OK. I feel fine, just a little sore.”
MARIO MORAES (No. 19 The SONNY Car): “I was very excited when I arrived at the track for the
first time. I didn’t realize how big everything was until I got there. Going down the front straightaway for
the first time was incredible. All I could see was grandstands on either side of me and then at the last
minute you are turning into Turn 1 flat out. For my first time out here, I thought I did a pretty good job.”
(More)
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BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 18 The Z-Line Car): “It’s great to be back at Indy. If we would have gone
out yesterday, we would have been P1 with the time we ran today, so I am very happy with the car’s
performance on its first time out. I have had some great results here at Indy and would like nothing more
than to give Dale Coyne Racing and Z-Line Designs a podium finish.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “I am really, really pleased and I think we are
making great progress. It is nice how I am working with my engineer Tim Neff. We were able to achieve
our goals today as I was driving around wide open. I feel it is a really good first day given that we’ve only
done 22 laps in the car, and I don’t normally drive this type of car. I think within a few days we will be
able to show what we are capable of doing with the Rubicon LifeLock car.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “We almost broke 220 mph. The
car is great actually. A lot has changed from last year, so when we first got out there it was a matter of
getting comfortable and figuring things out again. We took a little downforce out of the car, and I started
to feel it so I think we'll have a good platform to go from in tomorrow's practice with Ed (Carpenter) and
A.J. (Foyt IV). It was a really good start and nice to start off in the top 10.”
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “So far everything is going smooth. I really like it here, but I
think the exciting part begins now. So far we’ve just been taking it easy, as there are plenty of days and
we don’t want to use all of our tires up. We are spending some time developing the car and finding more
speed. Driving here takes a very different approach than I am used to; you have to think different and
drive different from anywhere else. It’s really nothing like the first two ovals I drove on (HomesteadMiami and Kansas) because its four corners are completely separate from the long straights. I’m looking
forward to the rest of the week with the veterans on track, and I think I can learn from them, running
close, and find out the reactions of the car in traffic. The team has done a great job, and I’m enjoying
myself so far.”
JAY HOWARD (No. 24 Roth Racing): “Just not a very good day for us. It’s pretty common knowledge
in the paddock a lot of people left Roth Racing last week, and we had no engineers as of yesterday.
Fortunate for us, Larry Curry has come on board, but he has definitely had his hands full. It’s been a real
struggle for us today. Hanging on for dear life and doing slow times is not what we came here to do.
Hopefully the guys can put everything right over the next couple of days. We may even sit out tomorrow
just to make sure that everything is right. We’re not going to try to be heroes and do anything stupid. So
far this year, we have had an up and down season, but we have always managed to come away with
something good from every day. This is our first day where it’s not gone so great.”
MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/Pacific Coast Motorsports): “I can’t believe that I
ran my first laps around this amazing track today. This is an absolute dream come true for me. I have to
give credit to my crew for getting this together in such a short period of time. Despite some issues, we
still made it out there and we were able to pass three phases of the rookie test today. We had a small issue
with the rear wing and we were very loose, but we did it. We only managed to run two hours and it was
our first two hours ever running this car, but we accomplished a lot and I am relieved. Now we can turn
our focus to making the car better, and I look forward to that.”
(More)
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JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “I think we learned a little bit. We didn’t make
as much progress as I think we were hoping to. But on this track, it’s probably better to take it slower than
to rush through things. We did the right thing and took our time and made sure we made positive steps.
The car feels pretty close to where we started, so we just need to start making a few small changes and get
up there. It’s difficult trying not to rush through things too quickly. Each corner is definitely different.
Usually the speed is a bit higher into Turns 1 and 3. They’re similar but they’re different because the wind
is a factor. The car reacts different in that and you have to adjust for it.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “We’re getting a little bit quicker, but we’ve
still got a ways to go. The car is quicker, but there is still some speed to find. We’ve gone completely flat,
so now it’s a matter of taking wing out of it and going quicker. We need to focus on getting qualified in
the first weekend, so we can take the second weekend off.”
***
A total of 27cars are currently at the Speedway. Sixteen have passed technical inspection. Sixteen
drivers have been on the track to date and turned 655 laps today and 1,316 laps this month. Will Power
turned 61 laps today and has turned 154 laps this month, most of any driver. There were five cautions for
a total of 54 minutes. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed
physicals at the Clarian Medical Center.
***
TUESDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
*** END DAY 2 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
12-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, who is campaigning to be the Democratic nominee for President of
the United States, visited the Indianapolis Motor Speedway today as Indiana voters headed to the polls for
primary elections.
Clinton visited the garage of Sarah Fisher Racing. Fisher returns to the Indianapolis 500 this
season as an owner-driver for the first time in her career.
Clinton spent approximately 30 minutes in the team’s garage, getting an IndyCar Series tutorial
from Fisher. The senator fiddled with Fisher’s steering wheel, learning about the paddle shift system, and
asked Fisher about the car’s aerodynamics. Fisher presented Sen. Clinton with an autographed helmet.
Clinton also greeted Mari Hulman George, the chairman of the board of the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, as well as Brian Barnhart, president of competition and operations for the Indy Racing
League.
SENATOR HILLARY CLINTON: “It’s really exciting. This is the Month of May, it’s when
everything starts to happen. I was thrilled to have a chance to meet Sarah and her team, the first ownerdriver who is a woman is a big deal. She’s a trailblazer, and I hope to be a trailblazer myself. I’m excited
about this incredible event, the largest single sporting event in the world. It’s wonderful to see people
working hard, preparing, doing what you’ve got to do to compete and win.
“I’ve been a watcher (of IndyCar Series racing), but I don’t know enough about it. I’m thrilled to
be here today. I’ve never been to the Speedway before, and to be a part of this historic event even in a
minor way like today is a thrill for me. I admire people who set goals and do their best to achieve them. I
admire people who come together to try and really set their sights high and create the conditions for
something like this great race. There’s a reason it’s the largest single-day sporting event in the world.
People who really value the hard work that goes into putting this together and admire the grit and mental
toughness it takes to do this, we’re fans to.”
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “It’s certainly an honor and
very much a privilege to have Senator Clinton here endorsing our race team and what we’re doing, and
we certainly endorse her and her campaign for president. She’s seen the Indianapolis 500 before, and
she’s a supporter. She really supports initiatives for someone like myself going forward breaking ground
and breaking glass ceilings. It was amazing. Just to talk to her and hear some of the advice she gave me
about being true to myself and believing in who I am and what I do and making sure that’s right at the end
of the day and that being the most important. She’s just a really impressive person.”
***
(More)
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INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT
At noon, the ambient temperature was 77 degrees with a relative humidity of 40 percent and
winds from the south-southwest at 8 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 103
degrees according to Firestone engineers.
12:00 p.m. – GREEN. #3 Castroneves and #6 Briscoe are the first cars on track. They cross the
yard of bricks side by side.
12:03 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 1.
12:04 p.m. – GREEN.
12:42 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in the warm-up lane.
12:44 p.m. – GREEN.
1:32 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 2.
1:36 p.m. – GREEN.
1:49 p.m. – Top five in practice are: #11 Kanaan, 224.591 mph; #3 Castroneves, #7 Patrick, #4T
Meira and #6 Briscoe.
***
Tonight’s Video News Feed has been extended to 30 minutes. The feed will include b-roll and
sound from today’s visit by Senator Hillary Clinton as well as b-roll and sound from the first day of
practice for all drivers.
Coordinates for the Video News Feed:
Time: 8-8:30 p.m. EDT
Coordinates: AMC 16 K22 (Note: AMC 16 was formerly AMC 2)
Downlink Frequency: 12140 MHz Horizontal
Position: 85 Degrees West
Audio: 6.2/6.8
Uplink phone: (404) 638-2000
***
Each IndyCar Series team receives 35 sets of Firestone Firehawk tires for the month of May to
use as they determine for practice, qualifying and the race.
Two tire staggers of approximately 0.35 and 0.44 of an inch are available for Indy. Stagger,
which helps Indy cars turn more smoothly on oval tracks, is created by producing the right-rear tire with a
slightly larger diameter than the left rear.
Following a successful 2007 performance at Indianapolis, Firestone Racing has selected the same
Firehawk tire specification for use at this year's Indy 500. The identical spec also was used at Twin Ring
Motegi in 2007 and '08.
AL SPEYER (Executive Director, Firestone Racing): "The Indianapolis 500 is always highly
anticipated, but with this year's open-wheel unification, the excitement and buzz is even greater. We
finally have all of the top open-wheel teams back competing at Indy; that is tremendous news. The
additional teams place an added burden on Firestone as the exclusive tire supplier to the Indy 500, but it is
a welcome challenge for which we are well prepared with a tire specification already proven to stand up
to the extreme demands of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Qualifying days should become even more
dramatic this year, especially the 'Bump Day' which now includes the $50,000 Firestone Indy 500 Final
Qualifier Award that goes to the last driver to successfully secure a spot in the field. It should be a
sensational and most memorable month of May, and Firestone is proud to be part of this historic year and
event."
***
(More)
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Team Penske, which has two cars entered in this month’s Indianapolis 500 for #3 Helio
Castroneves and #6 Ryan Briscoe, is the winningest team in Indianapolis 500 history. The team has won
14 times, dating back to Mark Donohue’s victory in 1972. The entrant with the next most victories is Lou
Moore, who won five times between 1938-49.
Team Penske also won 14 pole positions at Indianapolis, 10 more than any other entrant.
Overall, the team has made 76 starts in the ‘500’ with 19 drivers. Those drivers have led 1,835
laps.
***
2:41 p.m. – 2005 Indianapolis 500 champion Dan Wheldon completes his first lap of the month.
At 3:15 p.m., the ambient temperature was 82 degrees with a relative humidity of 30 percent and
winds from the west-southwest at 6 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 122
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
3:31 p.m. - #23 Duno is the 27th driver on track today.
4:11 p.m. - #96 Dominguez completes Phase 4 of the Rookie Orientation Program and may
practice at any speed.
4:43 p.m. - #26 Andretti turns a lap at 226.599 mph, fastest of the month so far.
5:10 p.m. - #67 Fisher completes her first lap of the month. She is the 31st driver to complete a lap
today.
***
Last year, 25 drivers completed 1,218 laps in 27 cars on the first day of practice for all drivers.
The last time at least 31 drivers practiced on the first day was in 1999 when 33 drivers (38 car-driver
combinations) turned laps on the first day. In 1999, the month of May schedule was condensed to two
weeks instead of three, with only one qualifying weekend instead of two.
***
Indianapolis Colts second-year defensive backs Melvin Bullitt and Brannon Condren were
today’s honorary starters.
MELVIN BULLITT: “This is probably the craziest thing I’ve ever seen. I’ve never seen a
stadium this big. I’ve never heard anything that loud. It’s crazy.” (Your thoughts on what it would be like
to attend the Indianapolis 500): “I can’t imagine it. I never was a race car fan, now I have to go to a race, I
really have to, because this is just my first impression and it’s amazing.” (On the Pace Car ride with
Johnny Rutherford): “I got out of the car, and I was dizzy. We went 145 (mph), and we were 2 feet from
the wall, and I had to tell him to slow down. That thing was going too fast. The fastest I had ever been
was probably 80 or 90 mph, so this is really crazy.”
BRANNON CONDREN: “This is my first time to the Indy 500 track. I’ve always watched it on
TV, and this has been an awesome experience so far. I could stand out there (trackside) all day and watch
cars go by.” (Thoughts on the Pace Car ride with Johnny Rutherford): “I honestly want to buy a Corvette
now because that thing was flying around the track. We got up to like 145 mph on the backstretch.
Unreal, it was awesome.” (Melvin Bullitt said he told Johnny to slow down): “I was actually telling him
to go faster the whole time. I enjoy going fast, and this was nice.” (Can you imagine being here on Race
Day?): “Oh yeah. It’s one thing to see it on TV. That’s cool, but actually being here is a whole different
world. I have to come now.”
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #34
Jaime Camara has been cleared to drive following a re-evaluation at the Clarian Emergency Medical
Center. Camara’s car made moderate contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 1 during practice Monday.
Camara was transported to Methodist Hospital as a precautionary measure after complaining of soreness
in his back. X-rays were negative.
***
(More)
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A memorial service has been planned to celebrate the life of Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing team
member David “Davey” Evans. The service will take place at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Pavilion at the
Brickyard Crossing Inn. All who knew Evans are invited to attend and share their memories. Another
service will be held at a later date in Chicago.
In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that contributions be made to one of Evans’ favorite
charities: St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital and the Association of Hole in the Wall Camps.
***
6 p.m. – CHECKERED.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
1.
26
Marco Andretti
2.
11
Tony Kanaan
3.
9
Scott Dixon
4.
6
Ryan Briscoe
5.
10
Dan Wheldon

Speed
226.599 mph
225.269 mph
225.011 mph
224.804 mph
224.727 mph

INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “Another day of testing is complete, and I am very happy
with the progress that we are making. We are developing the car each day, and I just try to learn what I
can and give accurate feedback to the engineers. It’s like working on a puzzle; each day is a new piece
and at the end we’ll put all the pieces together. We have specific goals to attain each day, and so far we
are right on track with those. I don’t worry too much about results at this stage; we’re just focusing on our
program and making progress.”
MILKA DUNO (No. 23 CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “Just now after the practice, something
is not right (with the car). I can’t tell you too much about it. Something is not right. We have to go back
into the garage to check everything because I don’t know what happened.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing): “This morning we were struggling
a little bit, but we came back and looked at everything and got the car back to where it’s fairly decent. I
still think we’ve got a little bit to go. We’re just working away, and I’m pretty happy with it.” (About
success with the car in Kansas and how that built the team’s confidence heading into the month of May):
“Certainly it helps a lot. I suppose if we just showed up here, we wouldn’t really know where we are, but
Indy’s a different world; a different place. We performed decently at Kansas but coming to Indy, we’ve
got so much to catch up. But certainly it did give everybody a little more confidence in the speed of the
car.” (About the rest of the week): “Our main thing is to just try to qualify in the top 11. If we can do that,
I’ll be happy.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Team Penske): “We were able to run both cars today, which is good
for our first day of practice. We finished in the in the top six, so I'm happy with our results. All in all,
we're putting the pieces together, and by the end of the week hopefully we'll be where we need to be. It's
like a chess game out here, and today we started playing out our strategy and positioning our pieces. I'll
tell you, it's great to be back here at Indy, and I'm hoping for a successful month.”
(More)

DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2008
Page 5
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “I’ve really been looking forward to coming to Indianapolis as
part of Team Penske. What this organization has been able to do here is truly remarkable. Just turning my
first laps this afternoon really was a special feeling for me. We tried to start with a comfortable setup on
the car today and just turn some laps to see if we could learn anything new. We really haven’t done a lot
in terms of trimming the car out to go for pure speed, but I’m sure that will come as the week goes on.
Today was really about me getting comfortable with my crew and my engineer on this track and learning
how to communicate what I need from the car here. The good news is that we were in pretty good shape
on the speed charts, so we’re pleased with what we accomplished today.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “We continued our progression today. I
didn’t make as big of a jump as I did yesterday speed-wise, but we tested a lot of different things to see
what works and what doesn’t.” (About driving at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “It’s really nice
driving here, and I’m having a lot of fun. I can’t say I enjoyed ovals that much until I came here. I like
this place a lot. You really start understanding what Indianapolis is all about and why people say what
they say about this place. It’s great.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “Not exactly how I envisioned Day 1 going. I'd be
lying if I said I was happy right now, as it's been a bit of a struggle today. Didn't really start out as good as
I have here before, and I think we lost our way throughout the day trying to make things better, so we're
going to take a step back tomorrow and go back to basics maybe and hopefully come back to some good
weather tomorrow."
A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “It was a tough opening day for the Vision team because we
definitely didn't find the speed we wanted to, but the good thing is it's the first day of many, and we have
some time to figure it out. The team has done really well all year long, so we'll figure it out. It was great
to see that many cars out on pit lane today. It wasn't too bad out there because everyone needs a bit of
clean air to work on their qualifying trim. Hopefully we'll get some good weather all week so we can get a
little bit better.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “I didn't run a whole lot of laps
in the No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/Kingdom Racing Vision Honda, but the good news is that the team ran
quite a few laps. Ed (Carpenter), Anthony (Foyt IV) and I all tried different things. It's early in the week,
fortunately, because we're not super-pleased with the cars at the moment. But on the other hand, it's a
complete different setup than what we ran here last year, so we know we can go right back to that if we
need to. But to get better, we had to try some different things. We are able to go flat out and just under the
222-mph mark, so we may be down a bit, but we aren't that far off.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “The Indiana Jones
car is on it so far, but unfortunately it’s still early. But we’ll take it. Obviously I had a very big tow, but I
think you need the mechanical balance to be able to stay flat so you can get a (good) time. I’ve been very
pleased with the guys so far. It was a good start, but this place changes.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “It was a good day considering we started
off with pretty bad balance in the KV Racing Technology Aussie Vineyards – Team Australia car. We
were able to come back at the end of the day with very nice balance, very neutral. The KVRT team has
just got to work on the little bits now … try and find little bits of speed everywhere, because I want to get
up there and try and qualify in that top 11 on Saturday.”
(More)
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ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “We started today extremely happy with the KV
Racing Technology car and made some changes which didn’t really work out. But we are still learning.
We tried something that maybe didn’t work as well as we hoped, but the other KVRT car seems to be
running really well. The two cars are different now, so it’s good to see that one is going well. At least the
team will be able to learn from both setups. It was still a good day. We obviously wanted to end on a
high, but we started the day well, and hopefully tomorrow will be better.”
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “Today was more of a shakedown
than anything else. We didn’t get on track as early as we would have liked, but it’s a start. For me, I
haven’t used the paddle shifters, so that is something I’m going to have to get used to. What they mean.
What it wants. What it doesn’t want. But it was a good start, and we’ll go from there tomorrow.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol): “This team, Rahal
Letterman, has a great history here. Obviously we'll build on that as we go. We're just trying to get some
grip in the car. I'm happy to be at Indy; it's great, I love it. I'd be having a much better time if I was in the
top five, but we are where we are. It's a long month, and we're doing what we can do. It's my first
race with a teammate, sort of a teammate since it's a Chip Ganassi car not a Rahal car. It's a work in
progress. It's my first time out here in many years. I never got to come to the Speedway because of the
split. I always drove by here and thought of it as a place I would love to race but never could for some
reason. We've been waiting to race here forever, or what feels like forever. I don't have much (speed)
right now. We have a lot of work to do before we get to qualifying and everything else. We need to really
get some speed in the car, but I think we will. We've gone to a lot of racetracks this year and haven't been
great in the first couple days of practice, and then during the race we've been right up there somewhere,
top five, top eight (finish).”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing): “We went out to get a
reading on the car’s initial setup. With a couple of laps, I was flat on the throttle, and the car’s handling
was outstanding. We have found a good starting point of the month of May. That is always difficult here
at Indy. The conditions and wind change constantly. So you need to have a solid start with the car.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “We are making progress. Every day we are
running more consistently, with today being in the 219s and 220s (mph), while we are still very much in
the safe margin with the downforce on the car. We are making really good progress, and with a little more
time, the speeds will go up quickly.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “We were able to test many setups today, so it was a very
productive testing day for the Formula Dream team. I wish we were able to set a better time, but we
learned a lot from all the changes we made, so we hope we will be able to set a faster time as we get
closer to the qualifying day.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “It was a very productive day for 7-Eleven team. It seems
like we will get some rain tomorrow, so we tried to run as many laps as possible. There are a few
improvements we need to make on the car, but I am pretty pleased with it. I was glad Marco (Andretti)
did a good job out there. It was a good day for AGR today.”
(More)
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DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): (Has the win at Motegi reduced pressure on you?): "I don't feel
any different. I still get nervous. I feel just as much pressure to do well every time I get on the track. It's
nice to have that win. It's nice to answer new questions now. That's kind of what that does. Really, it's just
good championship points. We, unfortunately, fell out with a mechanical problem at Kansas, so we've got
some ground to make up. I'm excited about this month. I love coming here. It's like a second home to me.
We had a decent day today. We got out with a couple of minutes to go and turned our quickest lap of the
day on our own. We're pleased, and we've got a little bit more work to do. It's Tuesday, the first day of the
entire month. I don't want to read too much into it." (About unification): "The difficulty is going to be
more - there are more cars, and some great drivers who've come over from Champ Car. I'm excited there's
unification for the growth of open-wheel racing in America. That's what I've hoped for and what I'm
excited for. I hope the excitement comes from the fans. Those are the people who fuel everything we do.
When there's fans, there's demand, and where's there's demand, there's sponsors, and there's money and
there's growth. It’s a big chain reaction. Hopefully the fans get more involved." (About the traffic during
the day): "I ran into one car doing a sticker (tire) run on my second flying lap. He was really slow through
(Turns) 3 and 4. If I see a car coming, I try to either speed up or slow down, but he pretty much stayed on
line. I think I slowed down 15 mph on that lap." (About having added weight to the car): "Do I look that
heavy? Shoot, I have been riding the golf cart instead of walking today. As I've said in the past, it's not
that big of a deal. Of course, it's disappointing. They don't do that in other sports. It is what it is. Peak
speed, yeah, there could be a little there, but at the end of the day, when it comes to the race and what
actually makes a difference, is pit stops, it's out laps and in laps and how you get by traffic. It's the
balance of your car. Those things mean a heck of a lot more. On the day that matters, it's not going to be
an issue.” (About going for pole): "I think absolutely (I can make a run for the pole.) I think there's going
to be a lot of us thinking about that. But we came out this morning, and for a while we were one of the
quickest cars on track. We came out in the afternoon, because our lap was done alone this morning, very
alone. I thought that was really good, so we just waited it out and let the track grip come in and try to be
smart. Then we went out, and the balance was all off. The car was very difficult to drive, so thanks to
Marco's (Andretti) good work, we went and stole a few ideas from him and went back out at the very end
and found a car that was much closer to what it needed to be. It wasn't perfect and still had some
tendencies that it did earlier, but it was closer. At this place, you can stumble, well you don’t totally
stumble into things, but you can find things that unlock speed here. I have no doubt that a lot of us will do
that over the next few days. A pole run is not out of the question at all." (About last hour of qualifying):
"With more cars and with a deeper field, we're going to see a lot of cars that think they can go for the
pole. You're going to see some people risking it and going out and trying for pole or another run,
especially if it rains and there's a lot more tires that we can use. Then for sure, you're going to see a lot
more people going again. It's going to be the same as last year, where you had everyone in line waiting to
go at the end. It was the same today, but that's why it's Happy Hour.”
MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/Pacific Coast Motorsports): “Today we really
spent the afternoon building up speed and finding the limits, step by step. Every lap I turn, I learn
something. Yesterday we had to get out there and pass our three phases, so we didn’t have time to really
focus on anything but that. So today was our first day finding limits and seeing what the car needs. We
are fighting a loose condition, but we are working through it. This racetrack is just phenomenal; it is
completely different than any track I have ever run on. I am grateful I have so much oval experience
because it helps considerably, but at the same time, this track is different than any other.”
(More)
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GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “Today started off rough; the car was not very
good. We kept coming back to the pad to try to figure out what it was and were working on several little
issues, and at the end of the day I think we were pretty good. We could run low 222s (mph’s), low 222.3s
by ourselves, and at the end we ran mid 222s on old tires, and that was with a little bit of a tow, so we’re
pretty happy with that actually, because I don’t know what everybody else stacks up. I think we’re
competitive with Justin (Wilson) because his quickest was with a tow also. We still need a couple of
miles an hour, but I think we are getting closer and closer. I think I had the save of the month. I came out
of Turn 1, and the car had understeered there every single lap except for this one and the thing snapped on
me. It was close. They showed it on the screens all over the track. The car snapped, and I had a full lock
on it (steering wheel), and it just came back to me.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “The day was OK to start with. I felt like we
made a little bit of progress on the McDonald’s car early in the session. I felt a little confused by the end
of the day and was thinking we hadn’t actually learned anything. I was hoping for more and hoping to get
the car a bit more stable and more comfortable to drive, but we didn’t manage to fix anything. I guess
we’ll think about it tonight and have another go tomorrow.”
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “Our first day was extremely good. We are
definitely pleased how things started out for the Speedway. Even though the result wasn’t good at Kansas,
we were able to take the handling settings that we had there and move them to here. The car was pretty
good at Kansas, and we can see that momentum shaping up here. It’s always great to come to Indy and
feels good to get the car handling so well so quickly. With the weather changing all of the time, we need a
good point to start.”

***
Townsend Bell debuted the latest livery of the No. 99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing
Dallara/Honda/Firestone Tuesday. The car features a unique green-and-orange paint scheme. Bell devised
the idea for the livery while karting with music superstar Justin Timberlake.
TOWNSEND BELL: “I was karting in Southern California with Justin Timberlake and a few of
his friends for a couple of weeks. We had camouflage hats from William Rast, and everyone thought an
army green look would be cool on an Indy car. So I called Dennis (Reinbold, team co-owner), and he
made it happen. It is definitely a cool look. The people around the Speedway were really into the new
paint scheme. The flat green makes the car look like a fighting vehicle. It’s a much different scheme than
seen on any other car at the track. I think the more people that see the car, the more people will like it.
You can’t miss the car on the track. It really stands out.”
***
CURB/Agajanian/Beck Motorsports is still finalizing plans about its driver for the 92nd
Indianapolis 500, team owner Greg Beck said Tuesday. Beck said he so far has discussed the open seat
with Indianapolis 500 veterans Roger Yasukawa, Jaques Lazier and Alex Barron, with the intent of
announcing a driver by this weekend.
Yasukawa drove the team’s entry in the Japan Indy 300 in April, while Barron drove for the team
in the 2007 Indianapolis 500-Mile Race.
***
A total of 35 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-four
drivers have been on the track to date and turned 1,385 laps today and 2,701 laps this month. Will Power
turned 50 laps today and has turned 204 laps this month, most of any driver. There were three cautions for
a total of seven minutes. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed
physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***

WEDNESDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
*** END DAY 3 NOTES ***

DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2008
Page 1
TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
12-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Tomas Scheckter’s No. 12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing car is sporting some new sponsors
this month. One interesting new sponsor is ibeatYou.com, a Web site that allows people to compete in
about anything. Competition categories include comedy, gaming, music and more.
Team owners Steve Luczo and Jay Penske continue to make charity partnerships a big part of the
team in 2008. Last year, Luzco Dragon Racing raised approximately $500,000 for various charities. This
year the NBA and WNBA have partnered with the team through NBA Cares. All Stars Helping Kids has
also partnered with the team again. It is a charity involving various athletes who will be present at the 92nd
Running of the Indianpolis 500-Mile Race. Prize money from the car and other donations will go toward
different charities.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT
11:30 a.m. – Steady rain began falling.
12 p.m. – The start of practice is being delayed by rain.
At 12:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with a relative humidity of 64 percent and
winds from the south-southwest at 23 mph. Skies were overcast.
***
Helio Castroneves leads the IndyCar Series with four top-five finishes this season. He recorded
another one on May 5, though not for his racing.
Castroneves' quickstep (the banana yellow suit dance with professional dance partner Julianne
Hough) was voted fifth-favorite dance during the “Dancing With The Stars” 100th episode. The show's
judges, Carrie Ann Inaba, Len Goodman and Bruno Tonioli, ranked the 10 best dances from the previous
five seasons.
HELIO CASTRONEVES: "To be in the top-five favorite dances is unbelievable. There were so
many great performances over the past five seasons of ‘Dancing with the Stars,’ and for my dance to be
considered that memorable is just fantastic."
***
(More)
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Chevrolet’s all-new Midget racing engine was unveiled Tuesday at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway by GM representatives and United States Auto Club (USAC) team owner Tony Stewart.
Designed by GM Racing specifically for the USAC National Midget Car Series, the new purpose-built,
four-cylinder Chevrolet racing engine will initially power Tony Stewart Racing (TSR) drivers Tracy
Hines and Levi Jones in upcoming events. The new Chevy Midget engine will be available to all USAC
competitors through independent engine builders.
The new methanol-burning 166ci (2.7-liter) Chevy Midget racing engine produces more than 350
horsepower. The lightweight, inline four-cylinder engine employs an aluminum block and cylinder head
with two valves per cylinder. Per USAC rules, the Chevy Midget engine is equipped with mechanical fuel
injection and utilizes an electronic ignition system.
TONY STEWART: “The Chevy Midget racing engine is definitely going to be an asset to Tony
Stewart Racing. Having the Chevrolet bowtie on the engine and not just on the side of the car as a sponsor
is indicative of how much technical support the brand has given our program. In the past, we’ve competed
with engines that were based on Chevy parts but weren't necessarily a Chevrolet engine. The Chevy
Racing engineering and marketing staffs have really embraced the TSR racing programs, and the debut of
this new engine is the start of another exciting new chapter in our relationship.”
ED PEPER (General manager, Chevrolet): "One year ago, Chevrolet announced its
sponsorship of Tony Stewart Racing in open-wheel competition. Now Chevrolet has taken the next step
by creating an all-new racing engine for this popular grassroots racing series. Chevrolet races to win, and
America's brand is aiming for more victories in this uniquely American form of motorsports."
***
The topic of a possible return to the Indianapolis 500 is never far away when five-time Indy
starter Tony Stewart returns to IMS. Two-time Allstate 400 at the Brickyard winner Stewart visited IMS
today to help Chevrolet unveil the new Midget engine that will power Tony Stewart Racing driers Tracy
Hines and Levi Jones in USAC events, and he also discussed “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.”
TONY STEWART: “There’s part of me that thinks running at Indy and in IndyCar is a chapter
of my life that is closed, and then there is the emotional part of me that says, ‘Never say never.’ I don’t
know if I will ever get in an Indy car again, but if that happens, it’s obviously going to be a long way
down the road because I have a lot of commitments on the NASCAR side. If I was going to come to
Indianapolis again, I don’t want to come and show up and run the month of May. If I am going to do it, I
need to start at Homestead, and I need to run all the races leading up to the month of May to really feel
like I am being fair to the team and being fair to myself, and have enough time in the car to where when
we show up in the month of May, we are ready to go. Where I am comfortable in the car, I’m comfortable
with the people I am working with and feel like I am in tune and up to speed with the technology of the
setups and what is going on. As long as I am driving a stock car, that basically takes that part of it out of
the equation. I’m not going to be one of these guys who just shows up and runs the Indy 500. I’ve ran the
Indy 500; I want to win the Indy 500. I honestly don’t believe in the era of the driver that you can just
come in on a one-off race and do that. It’s virtually impossible. You can’t come in and expect as good as
the guys doing it every week.” (About the unification of open-wheel racing under the IndyCar Series
banner): “I'm really excited to see everybody back. What's the car count this year so far? Thirty nine?
That might actually make it fun and exciting to come here on Bump Day. That's going to be cool. I think
you're going to see one of the most competitive fields ever at Indy this year.”
***
(More)
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GM Racing Director Mark Kent was asked about the possibility of Chevrolet returning to a
unified IndyCar Series in the future during a press conference unveiling the new Chevrolet Midget racing
engine today at IMS.
MARK KENT (Director, GM Racing): “First, I would like to say that the unification is going
to be great for the open-wheel sport. I think the two groups getting back together is only going to be
beneficial for the series. As far as Chevrolet's involvement in open wheel, we were involved for many
years. We currently aren't, as you know, but each year we take a look at all our racing venues and open
wheel, for example, is new to us in the last couple of years. We look across every opportunity out there
and try to make sure that our involvement is justified by a return on our investment to sell cars.
Obviously, that's what we're trying to do. Everything we look at, we look at from a business perspective,
and we will definitely keep our eye on open wheel as it moves forward and continues down this new
path.”
***
Jason Priestley, co-owner of Rubicon Race Team, will visit the Boston Market restaurant at 7554
Shadeland Ave. from noon-2 p.m. Thursday. Priestley and Jim Freudenberg partnered in October 2007 to
form the team. The team partnered with Sam Schmidt Motorsports to field the No. 44 car for Max Papis.
Priestley, a star on “Beverly Hills 90210,” made three starts in Firestone Indy Lights in the series’
inaugural season in 2002.
***
3:15 p.m. – Persistent showers forced the cancellation of all track activity.
***
Today marks the first time since May 13, 2006 that a full day’s activities were canceled due to
rain. May 13, 2006 was Pole Day. Fast Friday activities on May 12, 2006 also were canceled due to rain.
***
INDYCAR SERIES END-OF-DAY QUOTES:
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “Obviously, we hoped that we would be able to get back on
the track today to continue working on the Team Penske car, but unfortunately Mother Nature had other
plans. Tomorrow doesn't look good, either. But we took a good look at the weather forecast earlier this
week, so we knew that there was a possibility that we would miss some track time. Fortunately, we got
some good work in yesterday and are confident that we'll be in pretty good shape for the weekend if we're
able to get back out by Friday.”
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “Obviously the rain today is very
disappointing. We needed the track time today to help the start of our team. We haven’t gotten any track
time yet this month. This really puts us behind for the month and for qualifying. With tomorrow’s
expectations of weather, we just hope that it clears out sooner rather than later.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Team Penske): “It's unfortunate that we weren't able to run today
because of the rain. Hopefully, we'll get a drastic change in the weather and things will clear up for
tomorrow. With only one day of track time under our belts, we're not quite where we want to be with the
Team Penske car. Hopefully we'll get some clear weather before Pole Day, so we can fine tune the
qualifying trim. We had a productive day yesterday, but we certainly still have some work to do before
qualifying.”
(More)
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ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “Actually, having the practice session
canceled due to rain today was not too bad for me. I’ll be able to jump in the new car tomorrow when
practice resumes. Obviously it would have been nice to get in more practice time today, but it gave the
Conquest crew a chance to finish up the cars, and both Jaime and I will be on track tomorrow if the
weather cooperates.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “Usually I’m not happy when it rains because it takes track time
away from the teams and it slows down the development we have planned for the month, but it was good
for me because I didn’t lose another day on track, and tomorrow we are going to start with everyone else.
Because of my crash, we were a step behind, but now we will be caught up. So we’re kind of happy that it
rained today because we needed to do a seat fitting and finish the cars.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “It's unfortunate to lose a day on
track before Pole Day, but we'll sit with the engineers for a while, do a few interviews and then I'll take
advantage of the down time to get in a good workout at the Speedway's gym.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “We were going to try a new setup today, so it is
disappointing that it rained out. It seems like it will rain again tomorrow, but I hope we will have a nice,
clear day on Friday so we can finalize our qualifying setup.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “I’m not too
disappointed that we couldn’t get on the track today. The Indiana Jones/Blockbuster car was obviously
very quick yesterday, so we feel confident. Hopefully we’ll get more time on the track this week before
qualifying.” (About going for the pole): “I know I’m going to be going for (the pole). Last year,
fortunately, we were pretty comfortably in the top 11 – well, ninth isn’t that comfortable. But even if
you’re sitting fifth, there’s going to be so many guys that are going to be capable of going faster. I’m
going to be in the mentality of being ready to go again, for sure. Obviously the last hour is when the track
is at its best. Ideally we’d do just one run, but you definitely want to get it done the first day.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “It’s a very long month, and the Team 7-Eleven car was fast
yesterday, so I don’t think we missed anything by not going on track today. Rain is expected again
tomorrow, so I hope we can get back on the track again by Saturday, but I feel comfortable with where we
are right now.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “The rain forced us to cancel practice, but this is pretty normal
for the first week of May in Indianapolis. Back in 2006, it seemed like it rained every day until Friday of
the first week. I wish we were able to get out today, but this is something that happens.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “All I was really able to do today was put my race
suit on and off a few times. It's disappointing to have it rain after we weren't real thrilled with our runs
yesterday, so I really wanted to get back out on track to see if we made any gains, which I'm confident we
have. Then again, I wasn't really looking forward to running with the wind the way it was blowing out
there. The rain pretty much made the decision for us. I'm going to head home early for my sister's
birthday this evening and enjoy a little extra time with her.”
(More)
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A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “We really could have used the track time today, but instead I did
hang out at my grandfather's (A.J. Foyt) garage during parts of the rain delay because it’s always pretty
entertaining in there. Tomorrow doesn't look too good, either, but we made some improvements from our
first day on track that we're anxious to try out. I think we know the direction we want to go. So long as we
have at least Friday to try it out before qualifying on Saturday, we should be fine.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Delphi National Guard): “It just wouldn't be the month of May at Indy without
a couple rain days. We knew today and tomorrow could be an issue as far as the weather is concerned, so
we'll just have to wait and see how things play out. We learned yesterday that our car is fast, but we'd
really like to work a little more on our qualification setup so we can be prepared for Saturday. This is the
same problem for everybody, so nobody is going to gain an advantage until we get back on the track.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “Just going through ROP was a lot of fun. Just
getting up to speed and getting a feel for the track, and obviously the McDonald's car was working very
well because we progressed through that very quickly and I felt very comfortable. I was just enjoying my
time out on the track and could hear everyone else who told me stuff about the circuit, I could hear their
voices as I was driving around, and it was exactly like what they had been saying. This place is a lot of
fun to drive.” (About his first Indy 500): “We're only a few days into it. I guess I'll find out in a few days
time, whether we're going crazy or not. So far, on track, it's been a lot of fun. I still, each time I go out, I
feel like I get more acclimatized to the track and the environment out there. I know it's going to be
completely different on Race Day when the grandstands fill up. That changes your sight picture
enormously. That's another thing I've been warned about is how overwhelming it can seem on Race Day,
so I'm just trying to take it all in and keep working on the car, and I think yesterday we ended up pretty
quick. Hopefully we can make some more progress and get up there and ideally qualify the first
weekend.” (About how the rain effects preparation): “Obviously, we've had three days running as
compared with the more experienced guys having only one day, but I think if the conditions are not ideal,
the more experienced guys know how to deal with that quicker than we do. They can change their car and
find a setup and go out there and run four laps of qualifying and be really close, whereas we might be a
way off and have to change it, come back for a second attempt, come back for a third attempt, and it just
makes life a little bit harder when you don't have the data to fall back on.” (About perspective of Indy):
“The main thing is when I came in and ran the track in the right direction. I've been here for the Grand
Prix before and that never seemed quite right, to be in a place like this and not really getting to experience
the track. Now I've got to experience going the right direction and have fun out there. It is just enjoyment.
The corners are so fast. The car releases out of the corners onto the straights and you just enjoy sitting on
the straights and looking down on to either Turn 1 or Turn 3 and remembering some of those images I've
seen and just replaying the '93 race. That is the first time I remember seeing the race, when Nigel Mansell
came over and raced. We actually got the ‘500’ televised in the UK, and those are my first memories.
Watching those cars go down the straights and trying to overtake, and it's pretty cool to finally get to
drive on that track. It's not an easy place. We started off in ROP with more downforce and got
comfortable and learned the track, and as we go on, we start to trim the car out, and that's when it gets
difficult. When the car starts to move around, each time you come down the straights, I mentioned how
long they are, but that's a good thing and also a bad thing because you have plenty of time to start to think
about the next corner, and you can psych yourself up or you can psych yourself out. It depends on what
happens. You get there, and your foot is either planted to the floor or it starts to quiver and you lift off, so
there's a lot of time to think.” (More Wilson on next page)
(More)
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JUSTIN WILSON cont. (About qualifying): “I wouldn't say I'm nervous yet. It will be a few more days
before we get to that stage, but the only thing I've learned so far is that usually starts off a little bit on the
oversteer side and it will generally go to an understeer. That's what I've experienced throughout the tire
life. The first few laps, the car is neutral, and after a few laps it starts to understeer. Obviously, for
qualifying, we need to tip the balance and start a little bit on the loose so it's best right in the middle of
your run. We'll tackle that when we get there, I guess. We've had that type of qualifying already this year,
which has been helpful, at Homestead and Kansas. Doing the four laps is quite nerve wracking. You
know you're out there on your own and everybody is watching, and you've got to perform. It's going to be
fun to see how it feels, and I guess the better your car feels, the more comfort you're going to have and the
more you're going to want to go out and improve yourself.” (About Graham Rahal): “I actually like
Graham a lot. When he first came into the Atlantic series, when I was in Champ Car, we sat next to each
other during a couple of autograph sessions, and we got on really well. He's incredibly intelligent and
mature for his age, and it's quite interesting to listen to him because he talks like a 30-year-old would, and
it's quite impressive to know how far in advance he's thinking and how mature he's thinking, whether it's
the car or racing or just any part of his life. I think he's got a lot of potential and obviously he's got a win
already, and I think we're going to see him more often in the winner's circle. I get on well with him as a
teammate. I was actually very pleased and very happy when he won at St. Petersburg. I thought that was
great. I had a difficult race myself. I was running in the front and was hoping to have a chance to have
won, but as soon as I saw it was Graham doing the doughnuts, it cheered me up.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “We obviously would have liked to have had
some more track time today in the Target cars, but it wasn’t meant to be. I guess the forecast isn’t looking
favorable for tomorrow, either, so I can just hope that the rain reaches my house in St. Petersburg, Fla.,
and gives my garden some much-needed attention.”
***
A total of 35 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-four
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 2,701 laps this month. A total of 96 IndyCar Series
and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
THURSDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
*** END DAY 4 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
12-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
11 a.m. - A steady rain has been falling at the Speedway all morning.
***
Roth Racing has hired IndyCar Series veteran Larry Curry as chief engineer. Curry comes to Roth
Racing from Vision Racing, where he was the team manager.
As chief engineer, Curry will not only oversee the setups for the Nos. 24 and 25 race cars driven
by Jay Howard and Marty Roth, respectively, but also will set about restructuring the engineering
department.
MARTY ROTH (Roth Racing, Owner/Driver): “Having a person of Larry’s experience join
our organization, especially as the month of May and the most important race of the season is upon is,
should be a huge boost to us all. Although we realize that changing team personnel at the season’s fifth
race may put us slightly behind the 8-ball as we head into the first weekend of qualifying at Indy, we feel
that the knowledge and leadership that Larry brings to the team will only make us better as we continue to
develop our program and strive to become more competitive at each race. Our team has made huge strides
this year. We’ve added a second car with Jay Howard, who passed his rookie orientation on Sunday, and
at the last race in Kansas we posted the best-ever qualifying effort in team history. We fully expect that as
the season progresses we will continue to develop and run further toward the front.”
LARRY CURRY: “I had a great three-and-a-half years at Vision Racing, and I want to thank
Tony George for his support over the years. I now look forward to a long tenure with Roth Racing and to
the challenges of helping to build the team into a competitive, first-class organization.”
***
Gil de Ferran, the 2003 Indianapolis 500 champion, will return to the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway May 9 for the first time since 2004.
De Ferran, who served as a racing commentator for ABC in 2004, recently formed de Ferran
Motorsports after serving as sporting director for Honda Formula One.
***
(More)
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1:45 p.m. – Persistent rain has forced the cancellation of all on-track activity for the day. The last
time activities were canceled on back-to-back days was May 12-13, 2006.
***
Team Moore Racing announced on May 8 that rookie Pablo Donoso will join the Firestone Indy
Lights team beginning with the Firestone Freedom 100 on May 23 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Donoso will be teammate to veteran driver Jeff Simmons. Donoso, 23, will take his first laps with
TMR at a test session May 9 at The Milwaukee Mile. The Chilean has run the first four races of the
season and sits 19th in points with a best finish of 12th at Kansas Speedway in April.
MARK MOORE (President, Team Moore Racing): “Everyone at TMR is excited to have
Pablo join our team. It’s been our goal to grow to a two-car team, and now we have the opportunity with
two extremely talented drivers behind the wheel.”
***
Team Penske will conduct a press conference at 10:30 a.m. Friday on the fourth floor of the
Media Center. Penske Corporation Founder and Chairman Roger Penske, Penske Racing President Tim
Cindric, Penske Racing advisor Rick Mears, and Penske drivers Helio Castroneves and Ryan Briscoe will
participate.
***
Indiana University men’s basketball coach Tom Crean visited with Panther Racing co-owner
John Barnes today in Gasoline Alley. Crean is married to the sister of Panther co-owner Jim Harbaugh, a
former quarterback with the Indianapolis Colts.
TOM CREAN (Men’s Basketball Head Coach, Indiana University): “There is a lot of
excitement to be here and to see John again. We’ve talked, but it’s the first time I have seen him since I
have been the Indiana coach. We’ve known each other a long time. Our family, the Harbaughs and the
Creans, have incredible respect for him. It’s a lifelong friendship and to know now that we are going to
have a lot more time to be together, and knowing that he is going to be a part of the scene with us at
Indiana, means a lot.” (About seeing new faces in Bloomington): “It’s just like John said, we have to
learn how to do things differently and that it all comes together, while making sure everybody is doing it
for the good of what racing is and for how much people enjoy it. It’s the same at Indiana. There is an
uphill battle, and I think everyone knows that. My kids haven’t even moved to Bloomington yet, and they
know that. You have to have a family atmosphere that transcends everything. I think that is where the
former players come in more than anything else. Recruiting is obviously incredibly important. Establish
who are team is going to be, that is important. I’m telling you, having our former players back, feeling
good about this, and interacting and feeling like they our a part of it, that’s really huge. That’s been one of
the great thrills about being here. I know it’s been just a little over a month, but one of the great things has
been getting to know these guys, getting them on the phone, seeing them in person. I’m looking for a
long-standing relationship with them because they have had such a long-standing relationship with IU.”
(About his first trip to IMS): “This is the first time I have been to the Speedway. What is amazing to me is
how immaculate this place is. I was over in the Penske garage, and it’s spotless. You come in here and see
everything so green, I mean, I know it’s raining, but you can tell this place is well kept. You don’t know
how huge this place is until you come here. It’s impressive.”
JOHN BARNES (Co-owner, Panther Racing): “There is no place I would rather be than the
Indianapolis 500 and here with Tom and all the guys. He is going to do such great things for IU, and we
are so excited.” (About unification of open-wheel racing): “I always say two things happen in the spring
in Indiana: The grass turns from brown to green, and there are talks about reunification. I didn’t put much
credence in it, but Tony (George) put a lot of work into this. There are a lot of good teams coming in, and
we have had good teams here in the past. It’s going to be an uphill battle for those guys to learn how to
run on ovals. It’s all one happy family, and we don’t care who they bring in, we’ll race against them.”
***
(More)
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Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels will visit the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on Friday morning
to help kick off this year’s Vision Racing Wellness Tour.
Daniels will be on hand at 10:45 a.m. at MotoGP Garage 33, adjacent to the Pagoda Plaza, to
assist Robert Huffstodt, president and CEO of Polymer Technology Systems, Inc., makers of the
CardioChek home cholesterol test system, Vision Racing driver Ed Carpenter and team owner Laura
George in launching the Wellness Tour. Since 2005, Governor Daniels has focused on improving the
health of Hoosiers through his INShape Indiana statewide fitness initiative.
The Vision Racing Wellness Tour will allow race fans to receive free cholesterol and glucose
screenings at IMS, courtesy of Vision Racing, CardioChek® home cholesterol test system and Kroger.
Screenings will be conducted in MotoGP Garage 33 and will be available from 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Friday,
May 9; Saturday, May 10; Saturday, May 17; Wednesday, May 21 and Friday, May 23, and from 8 a.m.noon Sunday, May 25.
***
INDYCAR SERIES END-OF-DAY QUOTES:
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): (About the weather): “I don’t think it would be
Indy if you didn’t have weather. I think that’s what makes this place so unique – you never know what
you’re going to get. This track – its layout, the rules, the atmosphere – everything is unique. It wouldn’t
be the month of May if we didn’t have some down time due to weather. The whole thing about this place
is speed. If you can find a couple of tenths of a mile per hour by sitting there and looking at the car and
cleaning it up and doing what you can, you’re going to do that. I don’t think any down time is necessarily
good because I think all of us up here would just as soon be out there running right now and having to
work late with the teams to make our cars faster. But at the same time, it’s just part of the month. This is a
long, long month, but we’re all excited for the weekend and ready to get going.” (About how the team has
run so far): “We rolled off the trailer on Tuesday in the top 10, and basically we were there for most of
the time until we stopped running for a bit in the middle of the heat. We went back and made some
changes and came back in the afternoon and jumped back up in there. For us to be rolling off the trailer
the way we are, we’re in pretty good shape now. It benefits the teams and the personnel and the people
who have been here. But I think it’s definitely different. It’s interesting to have 33 cars starting the month
versus 20 or 22 like we’ve had in the past. To try to get clean laps and try to run open, it’s just not going
to happen. We’ll have to see what happens with qualifying. It’s going to be fast, and the weather’s going
to dictate how fast we run.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “It’s really too bad that it rained again today. Yesterday didn’t
bother me too much, but I was really looking forward to getting back into the car today to continue our
preparation for qualifying this weekend. It sets us back on track time, but it’s the same for everybody. I
think the weather should be better tomorrow, so hopefully we can get out there.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “Obviously we need the track time to
continue our development of the car, and this rain just isn’t helping. It makes for long days just sitting
around waiting. I’m not used to this. I met with my engineer and then played some computer chess.” (Did
you win?) “Of course.”

(More)
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JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “It's definitely a challenge coming here and not
getting to run as much as we'd like before qualifying. I think this couple of days has given us a chance to
catch up on some of the work that we're struggling to fit in just because of the tight schedule. The team is
back there working hard, making everything as close to perfect as we can get it before we go out there.
Hopefully, we'll get a chance to get out there tomorrow, but if not, we'll go after it on Saturday. Right
now, the guys are back working on the McDonald's car, and they're just fine-tuning everything, setting
everything up again, checking all the wing measurements, checking all the suspension components, the
dampers we've changed slightly throughout the week, so everybody is flat out. The engineers are studying
the data to make sure that what we think we've learned is as right as we can get it before we can go back
out on track again and validate that. The teams that are new here are going to be a step behind, but we've
used these two days to catch up on some of the work that we're struggling to fit in. It's not as bad as if we
were sitting around, twiddling our thumbs. We've used the time wisely. You spend the time polishing the
car and cleaning up the edges. Anything you can do to get that tenth of a mile an hour which is going to
make the difference on Saturday and Sunday.” (About trimming the car out): “We started that on
Tuesday. Sunday was pretty much, not full downforce, but higher downforce to get comfortable with the
track and the car and get experience. Throughout Monday and Tuesday, we started trimming it back and
trimming it back, and I think now we're at a similar level to everyone else now. I think the next step for us
is going to be to try to get the car a little more drivable and a little more consistent where we can keep it
going like that during the race with turbulent air.” (About racing heroes): “I don't remember Jim Clark's
racing, but I've seen a little bit of video footage. Obviously he was a great driver and regarded as one of
the best. Actually, my two heroes were Nigel Mansell in Formula 1 when he came across here and more
recently Dario (Franchitti). I first got to know Dario when I first started racing cars at 16 years old. I
followed his career, and he was somebody that I admired. I like the way he drove, and I like the way he
raced. To get to become, not really friends, but we know each other enough to speak to each other on
occasion, and I know his brother very well. He's definitely one of my idols, and he's obviously a great
driver and someone that I've admired for a long time.” (About racing at Indy with past karting rivals):
“Myself and Dan (Wheldon) used to race karts together when we were 8 years old. Darren Manning was
actually my teammate in karts when I was 11, 12 years old, and I've known them for many years. I
competed with Darren in Formula 3000, and we both went on. He was a test driver in Formula 1, and I
did a couple of tests. I think I did one more year and then came across. It's just how it all worked out. Dan
decided early on that he wanted to come across here and race. He started out, I think, in Formula 2000
over here. It's just coincidence that we all ended up here, and I think (E.J. Viso) was saying earlier, I don't
think we all planned for it to work out and race over here, but the merger happened, which I think we're
all pretty happy about, and everybody is getting the chance to come here and race and all racing against
each other again.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “It was good that KVRT Aussie Vineyards–
Team Australia got a lot of miles in during the first three days. It really helped us because the last two
days have been raining, and we haven’t had any track time, which is so important to a new team,
especially one like us that has two rookie drivers. I think the rain has helped us a little bit, because the
established teams have not run as much as we have here, and when we get out on Friday the track is going
to be green and have less grip. At this point, we need all the advantage we can get. The down time has
also allowed the crew to make some changes to the car that we have been discussing. Overall, there are
some advantages to the wet weather and some disadvantages.”

(More)
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ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “We have mixed feelings about the rain we had
yesterday and today. It has been good and bad at the same time. The disadvantage is that we need to get
as many miles as we can here at Indy so we can learn as much as possible about the KV Racing
Technology car before qualifying. But at the same time, we went through a lot of tires our first two days
of practice, and the down time will help us manage the tires we have left. We are looking forward to
tomorrow. The weather is supposed to be good, and we have a few things we want to try which should
give us the speed we need to achieve our goal, which is to qualify the first weekend.”
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “Regarding the team, we are a small team working really
hard. I consider this a puzzle. Each day we are finding a new piece, and at the end it’s all about how many
pieces we have found for the whole puzzle. It’s about putting them all together for qualifying. There are
all new rules. Everything is new for me here in the States, especially in this series. All the rules are
completely different, so I am learning them and choosing the limit of the rules to find that 100 percent
advantage of what we can get for this event.” (About the atmosphere of Indianapolis, including running
the Mini-Marathon): “Everything is different here for me. I just loved running the Mini, and it was a great
opportunity to be my first time inside the track. I was running with so many people who are the people
that are going to watch me race. It was cool, and I’m getting used to the place. My team has raced here, as
well. It’s been a great atmosphere, and I love it so far. I’m looking forward to starting the action.” (About
if fellow Venezuelan Milka Duno’s efforts in the Indy 500 had any influence on him): “Everything
happened in a strange way in the past two months. I was almost signed for the championship in Champ
Car, and IndyCar was not in my plans. I’m sure that Justin (Wilson) and other drivers who are rookies
here probably did not have it in their plans. Everything happened so quick. Milka (Duno) has been here
for a while in the States. I came here by myself, and she is not a part of my plans or anything like that.”
(About the rain delays): “In the first two or three testing days, we were saving tires because tires are one
of the things we were going to run out of quicker. Now we have more tires since we were going to test
yesterday and today, and we cannot do it anymore. Not testing is very productive because we work and
check and study all the data. This time is also important for us. For the new teams, we are in a weaker
position that we need to work a bit harder. We’re trying to trim the cars as much as possible and do
whatever we can do to catch these guys.” (About superstitions): “On a normal day for testing or racing,
yeah, I have some lucky charms. My last helmet is painted with lucky charms from all around the world. I
always have a few in my pocket, some small lucky charm things, like coins and papers from my family
and some different things. They keep changing from year to year.” (About idols growing up): “From
Venezuela, there are not many drivers. I think the only known one was Johnny Cecotto. He is still the
youngest world champion in motorbikes at the age of 16. Being a world champion in bikes, he then went
to cars and was really good. He got into a big accident at Brands Hatch (at the British Grand Prix) back in
1983. His teammate was Ayrton Senna, and at that point he was up in the points, so he was a really good
driver. He’s one of the people I really admire, and he started from zero, no help, nothing, and just got up
there. From the European guys, one of my idols is Alain Prost. He’s one of those drivers that every lap
they run, they are always to the limit in everything. That’s what racing drivers are about - being in the
limit. We need to be there, and he is a great driver.”
***
(More)
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Sarah Fisher Racing announced that Milwaukee-based Direct Supply, Inc., the nation’s leading
supplier of equipment and e-commerce solutions to long-term healthcare communities, will sponsor the
No. 67 Honda-powered Dallara driven by IndyCar Series veteran Sarah Fisher in the Indianapolis 500.
Direct Supply, which returns as a sponsor at the Indianapolis 500 for the third time, is new to SFR
and Fisher, 27, of Commercial Point, Ohio. Fisher, who became the first female to start from the pole
position in an IndyCar Series race, mirrors Direct Supply’s corporate values in commitment, success and
drive.
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “I’m honored to have Direct
Supply’s support of our team. Working with Bob Hillis and the entire group at Direct Supply has been
great thus far, and we look forward to helping grow their business.”
***
The 500 Festival staged a remote Mini-Marathon at Balad Air Base in Iraq. More than 800
runners participated, with another 100 serving as volunteers. The 500 Festival provided the participants
with bibs, medals, start and finish line banners, training gear and Gatorade.
***
A total of 35 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-four
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 2,701 laps this month. A total of 96 IndyCar Series
and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
FRIDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
6:15 p.m.
PEAK Motor Oil Pole Qualifying Draw
(Indy Fan Zone stage at the south end of Legends
Row Suites in front of MotoGP garage 8)
*** END DAY 5 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
12-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
6:15 p.m.
PEAK Motor Oil Pole Qualifying Draw
(Indy Fan Zone stage at the south end of Legends
Row Suites in front of MotoGP garage 8)
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Team Penske representatives conducted a press conference at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
this morning. A transcript is available at www.indycar.com/media and will be distributed in the Media
Center.
***
John Andretti, who made seven consecutive starts in the Indianapolis 500 from 1988-94 and
returned for an eighth start last year, is at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
JOHN ANDRETTI: “I have taken the physical, but I’m too short. I’m working on height. I’m
trying to get something put together. I think with everything good that happens, there’s always something
with a little bit of a flip side. I think with reunification there’s not an engine shortage, there’s not a tire
shortage, there’s a car shortage now. So people are struggling to get extra efforts together. The people that
already have them already have them locked in. The opportunity that I had put together in April kind of
took a change because of some things. So, whatever. It’s frustrating. Today hasn’t been a good morning.
Right now, my enthusiasm is pretty low because I really want to be here, and I should have just went to
Darlington, to be honest with you. Right now, I just feel like a man on an island. It is what it is, and it’s
more than a little bit frustrating because it’s a race you don’t want to miss being in, especially when you
have the desire, like I do, to be in it.” (About opportunities after first week qualifying): “I doubt it. I
mean, we’ll see and that’s one of the things we’ll definitely keep investigating, but honestly, I really
doubt it. I think that’s something that’s probably not going to happen like it does normally because, again,
it comes down to equipment.”
***
2004 Indianapolis 500 pole and race winner Buddy Rice talked about the challenges of qualifying
for the race.
BUDDY RICE: “If it’s not scary in qualifying, you’re not going fast enough.”
***
(More)
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The IndyCar Series has partnered with non-partisan, non-profit youth voting campaign Declare
Yourself to create public service announcements. Drivers Danica Patrick, Marco Andretti, Graham Rahal,
Ed Carpenter and Ryan Hunter-Reay recorded the PSAs, and the drivers have registered to vote at
www.declareyourself.com.
An original copy of the Declaration of Independence will be on display at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway Hall of Fame Museum, offering an opportunity to learn about its historical significance and
contemporary relevance. Belonging to Declare Yourself founder, producer Norman Lear, the document is
one of the 25 remaining original copies of the Declaration of Independence created on the evening of July
4, 1776.
Additionally, visitors will be able to interact with an entertaining and educational multimedia
exhibit. An informative video hosted by actress Reese Witherspoon, a descendant of one of the original
signers of the document, explains the history and contemporary relevance of the Declaration, and a 14minute film produced by Lear and Rob Reiner features a powerful theatrical reading of the Declaration of
Independence by a distinguished group of actors, including Mel Gibson, Morgan Freeman, Whoopi
Goldberg, Kevin Spacey, Michael Douglas, and Renee Zellweger, among others.
MARC MORGENSTERN (Executive Director, Declare Yourself): “The Indianapolis 500 is
one of the great sports traditions in our country. Millions of young people are fans of the IndyCar Series,
and we couldn’t have a bigger platform than this exciting race to get our message out. The recent
presidential primary in Indiana brought out an unprecedented number of young voters, and we believe our
Indy PSAs will keep young fans engaged as we race toward the election.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “I’m registering with Declare Yourself because it’s
something very important. Just register and vote – it’s the only way you can have any part in what you
want out of this country. In the time it takes me to do one lap around this track, you could have already
voted.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “As a race
car driver, I think I have less patience than most people I know. It doesn’t matter who you vote for, just
go to DeclareYourself.com. It’s that easy. Just do it. If I have the patience to do it, I think anybody can.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “I think it’s critical for everybody to
register and vote. A lot of people sit back and think that it’s not going to matter, but if you don’t put your
vote in – yeah, you’re right – it’s not going to matter. So you might as well go out and do your best.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “My family has always been passionate at
election time. I remember being a little kid and staying up late watching the polls. It’s exciting when you
finally get old enough to go have the chance to vote – you really feel like your vote means something. I
always thought voting was a long, drawn-out process but it’s really not.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol): “You’ve been
given the opportunity for your voice to be heard. If you’re not taking advantage of that, you’re only shortchanging yourself and your future. So get out and vote.”
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 56 degrees with a relative humidity of 74 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 1 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 67 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
12:01 p.m. – GREEN. #2 Foyt IV, #5 Servia, #20 Carpenter, #24 Howard and #26 Andretti are
the first cars on track.
12:15 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. Twenty cars have been on track, completing 136 laps.
12:23 p.m. – GREEN.
12:27 p.m. - #11 Kanaan completes a lap at 226.688 mph, fastest of the month so far.
***
(More)
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Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels visited the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to help kick off this year’s
Vision Racing Wellness Tour. The Vision Racing Wellness Tour will allow race fans to receive free
cholesterol and glucose screenings at IMS, courtesy of Vision Racing, CardioChek® home cholesterol test
system and Kroger. Screenings will be conducted in MotoGP Garage 33 and will be available from 11
a.m.- 4 p.m. Friday, May 9; Saturday, May 10; Saturday, May 17; Wednesday, May 21 and Friday, May
23, and from 8 a.m.-noon Sunday, May 25.
ROBERT S. HUFFSTODT (President and CEO of Polymer Technology Systems, makers of
CardioChek and an associate sponsor of Vision Racing): “It’s indicative of the appropriateness of the
name Vision Racing. It’s something we’re very proud to be a part of, and we are very happy to see it
expand across the country this year with the IndyCar Series. We’ve tested about 40 million people around
the world, and this is kind of bringing it home during the Month of May. It is a growing consensus among
healthcare professionals that testing really needs to begin at a younger age, and that is due to diet and
exercise patterns. So things like triglycerides can be an indicator of the onset of diabetes. We have a
consumer model that tests cholesterol and triglycerides, and we have the professional model that
screeners use that you can test many things from one drop of blood. It used to be drawing two tubes of
blood and sending that off to the lab and waiting a week or two. This is two minutes from one drop of
blood, and they’ve perfected the technology that you don’t even feel it. It’s so immediate, which is
important and effective. If you’re in front of your healthcare provider, you can get that advice on the spot
and both parties benefit.”
TONY GEORGE (Founder & CEO of Indy Racing League and co-owner of Vision Racing):
“We’re hoping to raise awareness with CardioChek. We’re very excited about the platform that we started
last year and are growing this year. Growing our partnership with CardioChek and Kroger this season has
allowed us to further embrace a health and wellness platform and create the Vision Racing Wellness
Tour. Starting at Indianapolis, we will utilize the balance of the IndyCar Series season to complete
cholesterol and glucose screenings, free of charge, for our fans. It’s a unique sponsorship that has the
potential to leave quite an impression.”
MITCH DANIELS (Indiana Governor): “We can do all we can individually to encourage
people to get healthier, but we need organizations, companies, schools and communities to bring people
along the wellness trail wholesale. Nobody reaches more people in the Month of May than the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. We’re real excited in the state because recently we’ve seen a decline in
cigarette consumption and some improvement in obesity. We know it will be a long trail, but efforts like
this are central to making real progress. Being screened is the best way to remind yourself to take care of
yourself. Cholesterol screening is one of the most important, simple and quick things to do, but it tells you
a lot. It’s something you can do something about if your number is not so good. You can make a real
impact fairly quickly by modifying what you eat, maybe a little more active and there are some medicines
that can help.”
***
12:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:39 p.m. – GREEN.
12:41 p.m. - #26 Andretti turns a lap at 226.710 mph, fastest of the month so far.
12:51 p.m. - #19 Moraes completes Phase 4 of the Rookie Orientation Program and may practice
at any speed.
12:54 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
1:02 p.m. – GREEN.
1:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the backstretch.
1:14 p.m. – GREEN.
***
(More)
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Mel Kenyon, an eight-time starter in the Indianapolis 500 who finished third in 1968, returned to
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway this morning. Kenyon’s wife, Joy, rode in the Indy Racing Experience
two-seater.
MEL KENYON: (About knowing wife Joy got to experience a trip around the IMS in an
IndyCar): “She has wanted to do this for three years now, and today was her opportunity. Just to give her
a sense of the speed and the narrowness of the racetrack, it will be fun for her.” (About role reversal now
with him watching Joy on the track): “It’s different. They are only going about 175 (miles per hour)
average, and we used to go a lot faster. It’s going to be enjoyable for her to sit in the thing, let alone going
that fast. It’s going to be interesting as heck. She asked me if she needed to wear a diaper.” (About the
two-seat IndyCar Riding Experience): “We have built two-seat midget and sprint cars, but never in
IndyCar. It’s been around for three or four years, and it’s interesting because a lot of people wouldn’t
have the chance to do this otherwise.”
JOY KENYON: (About the experience of riding around on the track): “It was the most awesome
thing I have done in my entire life. I could have gone 10 more laps. I finally got to experience what Mel
experienced on the track years ago.” (About the role reversal): “He’s just so desensitized to racing, it’s
just another day at the track for him. This was something I wanted to do for years.” (About traveling 180
mph around the track): “I had an idea. When I was younger I used to drive fast, and I have a couple of
tickets to show for it. It’s just such an awesome feeling when you get up to full speed and realize you are
going around the Indy 500 track. And Arie (Luyendyk Jr.) was my driver, and I have to say thank you to
him for the ride.” (About having two Kenyons experiencing a trip around the IMS track): “Well, he
doesn’t have anything on me anymore.”
***
1:20 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the front straightaway.
1:23 p.m. – GREEN.
1:27 p.m. – YELLOW. #96 Dominguez does a quarter-spin at the exit of pit lane. The front of
the car makes contact with the inside retaining wall. Dominguez climbs from the car without assistance
from the Delphi Safety Team.
1:38 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Pete Loeffler, a member of the band Chevelle, was today’s honorary starter.
PETE LOEFFLER: “I shouldn't say it, but I probably have done about a buck fifty on the
highway once, maybe a couple of times. It's been a while, but no, nothing like that. I've been an IndyCar
fan ever since my dad brought home a little diecast model of A.J. Foyt's IndyCar, so I've been a fan for a
really long while.” (About changing name of band from Chevelle to IndyCar): “I think we're going to
stick with Chevelle for a while, but I'm actually really bummed that I'm not going to actually see the race.
We have a show in Charlotte coming up on the 25th, otherwise I would love to be here.”
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #96
Dominguez has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to
drive.
***
1:42 p.m. – YELLOW. #16 Lloyd does a quarter-spin in Turn 1. The rear of the car makes heavy
contact with the SAFER Barrier. The car makes light secondary contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn
2 before coming to a rest. Lloyd is assisted from the car by Delphi Safety Team.
2:11 p.m. – GREEN.
***
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #16
Lloyd is awake and alert and is being transported to Methodist Hospital for precautionary X-rays. He is
complaining of neck pain.
***
2:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 1.
2:35 p.m. – Light moisture is reported on the front straightaway.
2:55 p.m. – GREEN.
3:13 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain reported at the north end of the track.
3:57 p.m. – CHECKERED.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
1.
9
Scott Dixon
2.
26
Marco Andretti
3.
11
Tony Kanaan
4.
6
Ryan Briscoe
5.
27
Hideki Mutoh

Speed
226.968 mph
226.710 mph
226.688 mph
226.143 mph
225.990 mph
***
The garage area at the Speedway isn’t just a place for teams and their crews to call home during
the month of May. Many racing-related companies are also located there, ready to provide the teams with
whatever products or services they need. From Impact Racing, which manufactures racing gear such as
driver suits, shoes and gloves, to Bell Racing, which manufactures helmets, commerce is always healthy
for racing companies in the IMS garage area.
Even the smaller companies flourish by having direct access to their customer base.
KEN JOHNSON (SWE Race Car Parts): “We try to provide consumable items, electrical
items and hardware for the teams – from fluids and tape to just about anything. We use this space as a
store front and a place for the teams to drop off parts to have them worked on. We have people running
back and forth daily delivering parts to the shop off-site, then back to the teams.”
***
Following an incident on pit road with the No. 7 car, Dale Coyne Racing crew member Charles
Buckman was evaluated at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League:
Buckman is being transported to Methodist Hospital to be treated for a concussion and scalp and facial
lacerations. Buckman is awake and alert.
***
2003 Indianapolis 500 champion Gil de Ferran returned to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
today.
GIL DE FERRAN: “It is very touching to be here today. I guess the last time I was sitting here
in this chair was a very memorable day. Certainly a day that is going to be with me till the end of my
days. It's very emotional to be sitting here today and getting ready for our upcoming race on May 18. I'm
a little short on words today. I'm looking around and thinking, ‘Wow.’ My years at Team Penske were
great years. Helio (Castroneves) and I were together there for four years that I was there. He continues on,
and I believe he's now the second-longest Penske driver in history behind (Rick) Mears. Helio and I, the
friendship you saw from the outside was not only for show. To this day he remains one of my best
friends. Obviously, I have a soft spot for him and for the team in general. Every time I come here I'm like,
‘OK, how are you guys getting on?’ Needless to say, we enjoyed a lot of success here. We raced here
three times and finished first and second twice. (More de Ferran on next page)
(More)
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DE FERRAN (cont.):
“In '02, the year he won, we were both in contention throughout the race. It was good days. It's funny
because it seems like it was yesterday, but if you think about it it's been quite a few years. (About emotion
on winning Indy): “I pride myself on being a rational guy. I try to be rational under every circumstance,
no matter how desperate or elating it may be, but at the end of the day, emotion is what drives you. You
have to have a good steering head, but emotion is the fuel that pushes you forward. The circumstances
that led to the 500 that year and the whole buildup of the month is what I remember the most. If you
recall, I had quite a large accident in Phoenix two races prior to the 500. I broke my neck and my back
and had a very severe concussion. I had to miss one race, and the 500 was my first race back. All the way
from the first day of practice, opening day, where I was, frankly, not feeling well I didn't think I was
driving well at all, and I was thinking that my career was going to end right here and right now. To the
end of the month where, frankly, I was in some pain, to winning that race. It was a long, emotionally
charged journey. It was one of the great tiers of my life. When you come from a hospital bed with
everything aching to winning the biggest race in the world, that feeling is going to stay with me forever.”
(About transition from road racing): “It's a funny thing. Some road racers seem to adapt very well to
ovals, and in fact some road racers end up becoming better oval racers than road racers. I've seen that
happen in the past, so I guess I can only speak from my own experience. In road racing, you tend not to
run any high-speed corners. Most corners, particularly these days, are low-gear corners and low-tomedium speed turns. You come to a place like this, and you're wide open over 220 miles per hour, and it's
a unique experience - something you haven't experienced before. It takes a while to adapt. The other thing
is that in road racing, most guys run with a little more understeer because you need the traction to get out
of the corners. You get used to, what we call, leaning on the front. It's a common road racing driving
technique. In an oval, at the end of the day, as they say here, loose is fast. If you can keep it off the fence,
people say that jokingly, but you have to learn how to run the car very, very neutral. And very, very
neutral is one step below being loose. It's not easy getting comfortable and running with a car that neutral.
If your heart rate starts to go up and you get a little anxious, you tend to jerk the steering wheel a little
more and that makes the car even more difficult to drive, so learning how to run a very neutral car in high
speeds with people around you with a low heart rate is certainly a challenge. (About unification): “I have
several comments about that. I had an experience just outside of here when the guys started running.
There was a guy who came through with driving overalls on and I was like, ‘Who's that?’ Frankly, I didn't
recognize the guy, and I had no idea who he was. Then I said, ‘You know, I shouldn't be prejudiced.’ The
first time I was here, there were probably people who didn't know who the heck I was. You've got to start
somewhere, and that's the way the sport is. New guys come in, and some will become big stars and others
won't. That's the way the story is. Ultimately, we have a whole new generation of drivers who are doing
the 500 this year, and several of them I don't recognize and don't know who they are, but you never know.
One of these guys, a few years down the road, might turn out to be a 500 winner and capture the
imagination of the public and the fans like my friend Helio did. When he showed up here, nobody knew
who he was. That's just the way the sport is. There's a constant renewal of talent and so on and so forth.
As far as the unification is concerned, from my standpoint, having one IndyCar Series, I know they've had
different names, but having one IndyCar Series was always a key step to the success of this sport. Some
teams have experienced some pain going to one series, but I think, in the long run, it's an absolutely
necessary step for the success of the sport. I'm very excited about it. My friend Jay Penske, I went to see
him and he was way down here. I was like, ‘Man, there's a lot of cars here.’ I had to walk all the way,
nearly to Turn 4 to go see him. That's a good thing. There's no two ways about it. That's a good thing. I
think that hopefully the series will be on the up and up in the years to come.” (More de Ferran on next
page)
(More)
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DE FERRAN (cont.): (About rookie year): “My memories were how tough it was. I had very little oval
experience. To the point that I had just run one oval, I think at Phoenix, as well. The month was long, and
we had a lot of time to prepare. Johnny Rutherford was a good guiding hand when I first got here as a
rookie. I think more than the competition, at that time, I just remember how difficult it was for me to feel
comfortable and at one with the track to the point where I could push to my own limits. Eventually, I got
there. It was difficult because one day you are comfortable, and the next day the wind shifts, and you are
going, ‘What's going on here.’ Frankly, as a rookie, to take that all in - the cars are changing, the track's
changing, the wind's changing, it's a big deal to try to put it all together. You put one foot in front of the
other. We had a very strong field that year. I got in the field, and unfortunately we got involved in the first
lap accident with Stan Fox and Eddie Cheever. It was a horrific accident, and I collected one of the tires. I
was actually on the pit exit road, completely out of the accident because I saw it developing on the
horizon. Again, Johnny said, ‘You've got to look forward.’ I was starting the race looking as far ahead as I
could, and I saw the accident developing. I remember looking in my mirrors and thinking, ‘OK, nobody is
going to collect me.’ Downshifting and getting down into the pit road, but unfortunately a wheel came
down and took my front suspension off, and that was it, the end of the race. I guess the other big memory
was walking out of the motor home on Race Day. I'd never been to the Indy 500 before. I got here, as
most guys do, I got to the track very early to beat traffic. Very early in the morning, certainly too early in
my book. It was like 6 o'clock, and we're here already. So I went into the motor home to take a rest before
the race, and at 6 a.m. there's not that many people here. I can't remember, I think it was 9 or 10 o'clock
when I got out and I looked outside, and I couldn't believe the amount of people and the different
atmosphere, and for a young driver to try to bring your emotions in control and get your focus for the race
in this great atmosphere, you can't help it, it grabs you. It's very difficult, but at the end of the day, you
have to strap yourself in the car and try to start the race like you start any other race. One of the biggest
challenges I ever had was to try to bring my emotions in control coming up to the start of the race here as
a rookie.”
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: Alex
Lloyd underwent a CT scan that revealed no fractures. However, due to persistent pain, he will be
observed at Methodist Hospital, possibly overnight.
***
INDYCAR SERIES END-OF-DAY QUOTES:
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Team Penske): “I guess Mother Nature is just not cooperating with us
this week. It's too bad we couldn't run more today. I would have liked to have done a few more things out
there, but I still think we're in good shape for tomorrow. I'm not concerned with the other drivers' speeds
today, because I think a lot of them were getting tows. It'll be interesting to see who has what during
qualifying tomorrow. It is what it is, and it's the same for everyone. We'll use the short practice session in
the morning to our advantage and see what we can do. It would be the best birthday present tomorrow if I
could put the #3 Team Penske car on the front row.” (Castroneves turns 33 tomorrow)
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “It was great to get back out on the track today after a couple
of days off. We went out to continue working on our qualifying setup, and we were really happy with the
balance and speed of the car. As a result, we didn't want to risk anything by running in traffic too much
and called it a day after 24 laps. It will definitely be interesting to see how much everyone gambles
tomorrow given the fact that the weather isn't looking so good for Sunday. Overall, we're cautiously
optimistic about our chances.”
(More)
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JAY HOWARD (No. 24 Roth Racing): “Well, more rain. We were sort of counting on the hours this
afternoon. I think that's important for us, but I think we'll be fine.” (About driving in traffic): “It's always
a little bit harder, especially when you come out on a new run and there's cars circulating. It does make it
difficult to get in a groove without trying to screw anyone else up. Several times I went down to the
apron, just to try to stay out of people's way. There's other drivers out there not doing the same for me,
which isn't very nice, but whatever. That kind of makes it difficult trying to get up to speed, get the tires
up to temperature and all that, but once you're going, it feels pretty good.” (About qualifying tomorrow):
“To be honest, I don't know. I doubt we're going to run any qualifying attempts.”
MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/Pacific Coast Motorsports): “I am really
disappointed. I was returning to the track for our second full run, and I exited too fast coming out of the
pits. I lost the rear of the car and crashed into the inside wall. I got a few laps at speed, and this is so
unfortunate because we were on the way to making our car better. Everyone is telling me to keep my
patience. We are already behind, and I guess I was trying to rush it back out there. We are working hard,
and we have a lot of work to do.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “I am very happy with today’s practice, especially
compared to the last time we were on track. KV Racing Technology made some changes that really
improved the car. We didn’t get too many runs today, but the car felt really, really, really good. We still
have a little bit more to trim, and then I think we are going to have decent speed. However, it is hard to
tell because everyone gets towed, and we did too, but I am happy with how the KVRT car feels, and that
is the most important thing. I think tomorrow the pole position will be mid-225 mph, and I think we may
have a shot at being in the top 15, and if we do it right we could be in the top 11.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “It was not a very productive day for the
KV Racing Technology Aussie Vineyards-Team Australia guys. There were a lot of yellows this
afternoon, and then the rain came, so we didn’t get the track time we needed. That put us back a bit. There
were also a lot of cars running around in tows today, so it is really hard to get a feel for what speeds
people are actually running. It is going to be very interesting tomorrow.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Delphi National Guard): “Man, our car is fast. The only issue we had is in
Turn 1, where the car is pushing, but in the other three turns the car is great. On our fastest lap, I even
lifted a little in 1, so I know we're going to be quick tomorrow. I don't know where we'll end up because
there are a lot of quick cars out here, but we feel like we can get in the show tomorrow. It's always a fun
day.”
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol): “It was a step forward
that we really needed today. We made some big strides and really helped our confidence heading into
tomorrow. We went back to basics and used some of our data from Homestead, and it made a big
difference. It was a pretty impressive time on our own, but we still have some work to do if we want to
challenge for a front-row spot.”
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing): “I’m disappointed for Alex and his team and
crew. He’d been doing such a good job and was going well, but we’ll fix the car and get ready for
tomorrow. I thought Ryan had a particularly strong day today and there’s a lot of confidence growing
there. We’ve been playing it fairly conservatively so far, but I think we’ll have a strong chance to be in
the top 11 tomorrow.”
(More)
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MARTY ROTH (No. 25 Roth Racing): “We had a lousy day. It's not what we expected, but it's Indy.
We're just battling through it. We were really counting on today as far as peeling some downforce off,
and we really haven't been able to do that. We went to the first stage, and we had about four more stages
to go today and we just didn't get there. We'll take another shot at it tomorrow.” (About qualifying
Saturday): “I hope we can go for it tomorrow. It depends on how far we get peeling the downforce off.
We just have to get very aggressive. We're just going to have to make a call on it. See what's happening
and go through the date. The problem is that after the first session today, we went out and we lost our data
and we didn't really have much to go on. We came back and had to fix it and went back out, so that early
morning session was a bit of a waste. We just had to take it from there. We're behind the eight ball. We're
just going to have to suck it up, take a big jump and see where it lands us tomorrow. We've been
qualifying real well. We did well at Kansas and we did well at Homestead, so we were looking forward to
doing it again here and having the luxury of doing some full-tank testing and putting the car in traffic,
rather than trying to qualify for the two weeks. We're still looking forward to next week of building a race
car, not a qualifying car.”
MARIO MORAES (No. 19 The SONNY Car): “Yeah, it’s my first time here, so I am excited. It’s a
different track from all the other tracks I have been on. It’s a superspeedway. I feel like we were
developing the car, but the low points have obviously been losing the past two days. The good point is
that we have been able to work on the car and get better. We were just starting to put the qualifying setup
on the car when it started to rain.” (On practicing enough to be comfortable in the car): “I’ve been able to
get in my zone out there, and we are really proud of what we are doing. We feel like we can qualify this
weekend. Tomorrow? Maybe not, but definitely on Sunday.”
A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “I'm glad we got at least a half of a day running in, and I think we
definitely made some improvements to the car from our first day out. Now that we've got the car right, it's
just a matter of finding more speed. I'm happy with how the day went and happy with the car. We've got a
long way to go, but the Vision team is definitely on the right path.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “Opening Day was a bit of a tough day for us, so
I've been dying to get back on track after two days of rain. We had a ton of things to try, and I'm much
happier with our Menards Vision car, but I still feel like we have a lot left that we need to try. We'll take a
leap of faith with some of the stuff tomorrow in practice and qualifying and see where we end up.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “It's a bit of a disappointment
because I expected to have more speed than we have had, but the good thing is I've been here a lot and I
won't let it get me worried. This is Indy, and things change fast. What has me confident is the times I did
in the car were done on my own without any tow. At this point Ed (Carpenter) and Anthony (Foyt) went a
little faster by trimming out and doing qualifying sims while I worked on trying out more aerodynamic
parts. We want to be in that top 11, and I still really think we can do it. It's going to take a lot of work, but
I'm hoping things will go our way. It's probably just one small adjustment, but these Vision engineers are
smart and they’re looking at everything, and I have faith they'll find it.”
(More)
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MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “Today is only my second day with the car. The
engineers and crew haven’t worked on this car all year long, so I think they have done an awesome job so
far. Everyone would like to see faster numbers on the board, but to put it in the wall here it takes very
little, so we need to find a compromise since we don’t have a backup car here. I think tomorrow’s pole
speed is going to be very fast, especially if the track is fresh. We are definitely going to run tomorrow.
We just need a few extra hours of dry practice. We are right on time with what we want to do. We have a
great race car, but we just need a little more time to find a little more speed for qualifying, and we are
approaching things very methodically.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “It's been a great start for our team, in general.
Two wins, and I think we could have a lot more throughout the season. To be fast on Fast Friday, I've
been in that spot before, and it didn't work out well in the past. Hopefully, we don't carry that tradition on.
Today, as these guys said earlier, was kind of a tow-fest. It was very hard to get clear laps. I maybe had a
couple of clear laps the whole day today, and I think we could see everybody's speed fell off when they
were by themselves. The team seems pretty focused. I think in the morning we need to decide if we have
a legit shot at pole and whether we're going to go for it. I don't think we're going to waste tires and energy
going for it if we don't think we have a clear shot at it. I think last year we worked on it in the morning
session, and we struggled a little bit for qualifying because of the weather conditions. I think we sort of
planned to be a little more safe so far, and that's going to help us tomorrow for the balance and things like
that. We'll just have to see how it goes. Right now, we're happy being in the top three on both days. It's a
shame we haven't had more clear weather so we don't have everyone running on the track." (About
potential of re-qualifying): "Most people are going to throw one in the bag try to put up a good, solid
effort. I know we did that last year. This year is going to be such a mess. The problem isn't going to be us
running for the pole. The problem for our teams and people in our same situation are the 20 or 22 or more
cars running for 11th spot. They're going to clog up the lines, so we're going for a safe one early on. Well,
that's what I want to do. I'll have to check with the team on what we would like to do, and then we'll come
back and gamble later. But that's if we're happy with the first attempt and then feel like we can come back
later. The weather going to be cooler, and the track condition will be nice, so you may see some big time
numbers later.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “There’s not been much track time, so it has
been unfortunate for the fans and certainly people who want to be on track, which I’m one of. This is
obviously a great place to drive around. We’re just working toward qualifying, and I don’t think the tires
are such an issue now with all the rain. We’ve definitely got plenty of tires to throw at it tomorrow, and
that’s what we’ll do. Everybody at Target Chip Ganassi Racing has worked very hard to get good race
cars and fast race cars so we can qualify up front. I think we’d be letting those guys down if we didn’t
really go for it. We definitely feel that we have a car capable of the pole. We just have to see how
everything plays out tomorrow.” (With the rain again today, do you approach tomorrow morning
differently with a completely clean track?): “Nah, it’s just the same for everybody. It doesn’t matter how
green the track is. If your car has a good balance, you’ll be quick anyway.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing): “I very pleased with our car.
I only got in two runs today before the rain hit. Buddy (Rice) and I are on the same page with the setup,
and we like our cars. It is great working with Buddy. His feedback is so good, and we have been able to
exchange information freely. Out of the box today, I ran a 223.5 on older tires. We put on new Firestones,
and I was on a hot lap. But Ryan Hunter-Reay had a problem and slowed right in front of me. So I didn’t
get the flying lap I wanted. I felt like I was at least in the 224-plus range. I think Buddy and I are looking
for a top-11 qualifying spot. It would be great to get in the field on the first day of qualifying.”
(More)
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BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “We were able to get some clean laps late in our
runs. With all of the drafts out there, it’s hard to tell who is fast by themselves. There are some very stout
cars out there. But we were able to run pretty close to them. The Ganassi cars are really strong. They
should be the favorites for the pole. I thought it would take a 225-plus to win the pole. But now I think it
will be a 224.5 to win it. The conditions were good today. So you saw some good speeds. By yourself and
running four laps, I think you’ll see the number drop. Both Townsend (Bell) and I have been working
well together, and we ran speeds very close today. I think we both have a good shot as first-day qualifiers.
That is our goal.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “The Indiana
Jones/Blockbuster car has definitely shown signs of consistency right from the start, which is definitely a
positive. No big changes, just kind of tinkering away at it. We’re really just working on what I’m sure the
majority of the field is working on right now – just taking off downforce and trying to keep the balance to
remain good. And so far so good. Hopefully tomorrow we’ll roll off the same. I think we’re ready to go,
which is definitely good. So bring on tomorrow. The good thing is we’ve remained consistent. We
haven’t changed much since we ran Tuesday. I was a little bit concerned, because we know how Indy can
be rolling off with the same exact car even an hour later can be a pretty big change. But it remained a
good balance.” (About Pole Day strategy): “I’m sure like everybody else, my first attempt I’m going to go
for it, but expecting to have to go again. I just want to get it in on the first day, but obviously the pole
would be huge. I’m not sure if I get bumped to second that I would line up again. But having said that,
I’m not sure that we’ll be exactly safe three-quarters through the day even if we’re fifth. So I’ll definitely
be prepared to go again.” (Toughest competitor for pole): “That’s the beauty of IndyCar racing – you
don’t know. It could be one of 22 guys or girls. It’s going to be really tough. All I can do is maximize
myself in the car, same as everybody else. It’s going to be what it’s going to be. We’re going to be going
for it. If my first run is not good enough, be looking for me again.” (Will you be the next big story of the
series?): “I don’t really always look for the media side of things; I want to win races. And where I happen
to be is a place that I live my whole life around. I don’t want to win for the media; I want to win this for
myself. Same with every race. That’s how I go in to every race. That’s how we look at it. This race to me
means more than words can speak. My family has been trying to win this longer than I’ve been around.
This place means a lot to our family.”
MILKA DUNO (No. 23 CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “We have a better car than Tuesday.
We've made great improvements for today's practice, and my team is working very hard to increase the
car's speed and performance. I think we’ll continue to improve during the weekend.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “Today was OK. The weather conditions were
very different from when we ran earlier in the week so the McDonald’s car was feeling very different. We
slowly worked through it, and I thought we were reasonable at the end. I was happy with the balance at
the end, and the speed was getting better. It just takes time to adapt to these different conditions. We don’t
have the experience to call upon to make the big jump. We’ve got to take one small step after another. I
think the pole will be right at 225 mph, maybe 224.5.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “I think that overall it was a pretty good day.
We got a lot of time on track despite the rain. We’re still trying to find speed, unfortunately. I don’t know
when it’s going to come but I hope we find it. I think the pole speed will be 225-something (mph). I could
be wrong, but I think the people doing 226s (mph) are getting a tow to do that. I would guess it will be a
high 225 like last year.”
(More)
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E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “Well, we were really unlucky. We just went out there a
couple of laps. We came to the garage to do a couple of trimmings just to go out and look for a reasonable
time, and then the water came down.” (Regarding the plan for tomorrow morning): “Trim the car down,
yeah, as much as possible and let’s see what the numbers say. Maybe we qualify tomorrow; maybe not.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “(About pit road incident): “It was really, really unfortunate
what happened today. Thoughts and prayers are with him, with his family, and hopefully he can get back
to the track soon and be able to do what he loves.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “I’m very happy with the Team 7-Eleven car. We would
like to have gotten more time on the track, but you never know what kind of weather you are going to get
in Indianapolis. We’ve had two very productive days this week, and we feel good with the car we have.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing): “I am really happy with today. We
ran into some issues this morning, but everyone worked very well together and got us back on the track.
We’re a little bit off of where we want to be for qualifying, but we’re getting close. We pushed it a little
bit today, and we’ll do a little bit more tomorrow. We just met for 45 minutes, and I am extremely
confident we’ll find some things that will make us even quicker.” (About being called a dark horse): “I
led this race for 80 laps my first year and I led it again for 70 laps, so I have been a dark horse a few
times. What it means is that we have a good team. I am proud of the Symantec crew. They are a great
sponsor. We put this great group together in a short period of time, and we have a very competitive car.
Hopefully that will all add up to a dark horse celebrating in Victory Lane on May 25.”
***
Lifelong racing fan Mark Minzes of Indianapolis, who is blind, took a ride in the Indy Racing
Experience two-seater car today at IMS. Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk drove Minzes
around the 2.5-mile oval at speed.
Indianapolis 500 veteran and current Firestone Indy Lights-Indianapolis 500 team owner Sam
Schmidt, a quadriplegic due to a racing accident, spoke with Minzes before his ride.
MARK MINZES: (On his experience in the IndyCar two-seater): “The two-seater was fabulous!
I’m a little hoarse right now from screaming. Being stuffed down there was a different feeling, and once
you get going and take off, I’ve not experienced anything like that in my life. I’ve been on a lot of roller
coasters and rides in my life, but that definitely takes the cake of any coaster or car ride I have ever had.”
(On if this was one of the greatest things he had ever done): “Most definitely. We are very passionate race
fans, myself, my wife and my kids, and very passionate about this place and the history that is here. We
live nearby, and we’re blessed to have this in our backyard. This was one heck of a ride for me.” (About
how this opportunity to ride came about): “We met Mr. (Mike) King from the (IMS) Radio Network at
the Indiana State Museum. We got the idea going, and he made it happen.” (About entering corners at
speed): “I am a person who is blind, so feeling the car in the turns and tracks is different. I’ve been on the
track before, on the bus tour at the Museum, but up to speed like that, you definitely feel the turns and feel
the g-force. The turns are a little different. It was sensational. I thought the turns would feel the same.
You think of an oval, and think all turns should be the same. But Arie Luyendyk was my driver, and I got
to talk to him after the ride and he told me that he took a different line in Turns 1 and 2 than he did in 3
and 4, and you can definitely feel it. The corners are awesome.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “It’s nice to see his disability is not keeping him from what he loves to do,
and that’s a lot about what we preach with our foundation and our program. If you have any form of
disability, it’s certainly not an ideal situation, but you just have to get out there and do it, stay active, and
you might just have to get a little more creative and figure out how to do things like he is doing right now.
He’s not like anyone else. He’s going to have a fantastic time and have a lot to say about it, I’m sure.”
(More Schmidt on next page)
(More)
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SAM SCHMIDT (cont.): (On the feeling Minzes was going to experience in the car): “Because he
doesn’t have his sight, I would imagine his other senses and other abilities to perceive things are going to
be heightened. It’s going to be a thrill. He’ll probably feel the g-forces more than somebody who has their
sight. You pretty much sit here for 10 minutes and remember why I started racing in the first place. It’s
the excitement of competition and what we love about the speed. Even though it’s not at 220 (miles per
hour), that’s quite a thrill, and you could certainly see that on his expression when he got out of the car.”
***
PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE SPEED PREDICTIONS:
Marco Andretti
225.2 mph
Ryan Briscoe
225.3 mph
Ed Carpenter
224.8 mph – Scott Dixon
Helio Castroneves
225.1 mph
A.J. Foyt IV
Low 225 mph – Tony Kanaan
Davey Hamilton
225.3 mph – Scott Dixon
Darren Manning
225.5 mph
Vitor Meira
225 range
Will Power
225 mph
Graham Rahal
High 225 mph
Oriol Servia
Mid 225 mph
Justin Wilson
224.5-225 mph
***
CHUCK BUCKMAN (Chief Mechanic, No. 19 The SONNY Car): “I really don’t remember
how it happened. All I remember is I was talking with someone on Marco Andretti’s team, and then
everything is blank from that point. I will be OK and hopefully back to work in a day or two.”
DALE COYNE (Owner, Dale Coyne Racing): “Our thoughts and prayers are with Chuck and
his family. Hopefully we can get him back in our pit soon.”
***
A total of 35 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirtythree drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 3,734 laps this month. Will Power turned 32
laps today and has turned 236 laps this month, most of any driver. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and
Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-9:30 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (1st ½ of Qualifying Draw)
9:30-10 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (2nd ½ of Qualifying Draw)
10-11 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (All cars)
Noon-6 p.m.
PEAK Motor Oil Pole Qualifying
6:15 p.m.
Second Day Qualifying Draw
*** END DAY 6 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-9:30 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (1st half of Qualifying Draw)
9:30-10 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (2nd half of Qualifying Draw)
10-11 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (All cars)
Noon-6 p.m.
PEAK Motor Oil Pole Qualifying
6:15 p.m.
Second Day Qualifying Draw
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
The ninth annual Racing to Recovery Gala will take place from 6-10 p.m., Monday, May 12 at
the Ritz Charles in Carmel, Ind. Proceeds benefit the Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation.
Auction items include autographed helmets of Ayrton Senna, Mario Andretti, Marco Andretti and
Dario Franchitti. Danica Patrick will auction an autographed fire suit. You and a friend can “Become a
Fighter Pilot for a Day” in Las Vegas or you can bid on many exotic trips including France and Hawaii,
jewelry, artwork and much more.
Mario Andretti will receive the 2008 Legendary Driver Award. In a career that lasted five
decades, he took the checkered flag 111 times and was named Driver of the Year in three decades - the
’60s, ’70s and ’80s.
The 2008 Partner for a Cure Award will be presented to the Hulman-George family for its tireless
efforts, resources and encouragement provided to the foundation since its inception in 2000. Shortly after
Schmidt’s accident, Mari Hulman George established endowment professorships at both Purdue
University and Indiana University for their paralysis research efforts. Both programs resulted in clinical
trials that strive to improve the quality of life for patients with paralysis. The Mari Hulman George
Lecture Series in Neurobiology unites world-renowned researchers to further research throughout the
world. The Hulman-George family, along with the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the IndyCar Series,
has supported SSPF by helping fund research, grants and the “Day at the Races” program.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
9 a.m. – The start of practice is being delayed while the track is being dried due to overnight rain.
REVISED SCHEDULE
Practice will begin between 9:30 and 9:50 a.m. and will run until 11 a.m. The time will be divided
in half. Each group will get equal time, although there is no guaranteed amount of green flag time.
***
(More)
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Select quotes from Vision Racing drivers regarding Mother’s Day:
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “My mom, Judy, has
traded me in for my son, DJ, now. She used to come to all of my races, and she'll of course be here for the
Indianapolis 500 again, but she's now hanging with her grandson at his races, and that's OK. She does a
good job of taking care of him like she does for me. She has just been such a big supporter throughout my
life and career. She's been through all the good days and the bad days, and I couldn't have done it without
her. She was so supportive of my decision last year to make a comeback, and that was good because it's
hard to get those things by your mother. I love her for that and so much more. It'll be nice to have her here
at Indy with me again.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “My mom (Laura) is what holds my
family together. We're a close family because of her. She's just such a big part of everyday and everything
I do. She tried, when I was 15 or 16, to get me out of racing by buying me whatever passenger car I
wanted instead of running in a midget sprint car, but eventually she realized that this is what I wanted to
do, and she supported me 100 percent. I once gave Mom a two-seater ride in Fontana. We actually put a
heart rate monitor on her, and it was pretty much 180 the whole time. I know she was nervous, and there
was a panic button in the cockpit for her to press just in case. I did warn her not to bother pushing it
because I wasn't going to stop, because I really wanted her to experience it. I don't think she really liked
it. She might be glad she did it to experience it at least once, and in the end it wasn't the speed that
bothered her as much as the helmet that made her feel claustrophobic.”
A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “The thing I appreciate the most about my mom is all the
time she's spent with me. When I first started racing, she was the one always taking me to the track, and it
was always just me and her going racing all the time because my Dad so busy. Looking back on that and
all the things she's done for me, it's a big part of why I'm here today.”
***
One thing that makes the Indy 500 so special is the number of people who have dedicated much
of their lives to it; people like Tom Bose from nearby Brownsburg, Ind. Bose has worked for owner Greg
Beck for 12 years, but his experience in racing goes well beyond that.
As with many people who grow up in the Indianapolis area, Bose became acquainted with the
Speedway at a very early age. After spending some years building his mechanical resume, Bose went to
work for Patrick Racing. One of Bose’s proudest accomplishments was winning the 2001 Clint Brawner
Mechanical Excellence Award while working on a car driven by Billy Boat.
TOM BOSE (Chief Mechanic, No. 98 CURB/Agajanian/Beck Motorsports): “With a big
team, they’ve got everything set in stone; this is the way you do it. With this, I can either do gearbox
(work), uprights, floor cleaning; whatever. I can do anything on the car. It helps him (Beck) out, because
he doesn’t have to pay the big money for other people.” (About his history at Indianapolis): “The first
time I was here, I was 9 months old. It’s just something I enjoyed so much. From there, I built
transmissions for probably 15 years. Then, I got involved with Greg (Beck) and did just about everything;
engines, transmissions, uprights, everything. I’ve been with him ever since. That was a wonderful thing.
At that time, we had three full-time mechanics work on this car, and we finished that year fourth in the
championship against the Penskes and the Kelleys. Everybody else had a hundred guys in their shop. We
had three guys who worked on the car. I think that’s a wonderful accomplishment. I had great people
around me.”
***
At 9:40 a.m., the ambient temperature was 55 degrees with a relative humidity of 89 percent.
Winds were calm. Skies were clear. The track temperature was 64 degrees, according to Firestone
engineers.
9:45 a.m. – GREEN. Group 1. # Castroneves, #5 Servia and #6 Briscoe are the first cars on track.
(More)
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Entry update: John Andretti will drive the No. 24 Roth Racing entry, replacing Jay Howard.
MARGARET ROTH (President, Roth Racing): “As a result of the days lost due to weather,
and losing our chief engineer (David Cripps) days before the start of this month, we found ourselves
behind the 8-ball. John brings with him a wealth of experience, which can help us build two competitive
cars for the ‘500.’ Jay will be back at Milwaukee. He has our full support. He’s a great driver.”
JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 24 Roth Racing): “I want to feel it out a little bit, and see what we can
do.”
***
NHRA Funny Car driver Ron Capps is at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway today. Capps, a
Carlsbad, Calif., resident, is in Indianapolis for the wedding of his assistant crew chief, Ronnie
Thompson. Capps compares NHRA Funny Car qualifying to qualifying for the Indianapolis 500.
RON CAPPS: “Each NHRA race weekend, the final qualifying session is like trying to get into
the Indy 500 on ‘Bump Day.’ We don’t have a ‘Pole Day.’ The fields are so tight and so close, sometimes
you don't know if you're in until that last pair goes down the quarter-mile. I give the IndyCar Series
drivers a lot of credit for enduring all those challenges this month. It should be a terrific Indy 500 on May
25. I'll be watching."
***
10:04 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the backstretch.
10:07 a.m. – GREEN.
10:13 a.m. - #24 J. Andretti takes the track for the first time this month.
10:15 a.m. - #26 M. Andretti turns a lap at 228.318 mph, fastest of the month so far.
10:23 a.m. – CHECKERED.
10:26 a.m. – GREEN. Group 2.
10:41 a.m. – YELLOW.
10:43 a.m. – GREEN.
11:04 a.m. – CHECKERED.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE SESSION:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
26
Marco Andretti
228.318 mph
2.
10
Dan Wheldon
227.223 mph
3.
6
Ryan Briscoe
227.163 mph
4.
12
Tomas Scheckter
227.015 mph
5.
9
Scott Dixon
226.398 mph
(More)
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MARIO ANDRETTI: (About the speed grandson Marco has shown so far): “He’s shown that
right from the beginning of practice this month, so the fact that he was able to keep it up day to day is a
good sign. I think he’s definitely a legitimate contender for pole, so we’ll see how it plays out.” (About
the entire Andretti Green Team): “Well, the team is fantastic. There’s a lot of talent within the team,
engineering and driving, and they all work together. And that’s what bears fruit.” (About nephew John
being named driver of the No. 24 Roth Racing car): “Well, I’m just happy to see him in there. Right now,
he has a bit of a daunting job ahead of him, but there’s always next week for him to get more familiarized
and up to speed properly. I just wish him well, because he deserves to be here.”
ALDO ANDRETTI: (About son John being named driver of the No. 24 Roth Racing car):
“Well, right now I am really, really excited about some of the news I heard this morning. I’m very excited
about John getting into the car and in three laps being competitive. I’m hoping for the best.”
***
Jason Priestley, co-owner of the No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock car, has chosen an
interesting way to wish a friend happy birthday. The side of the car’s mirror sports the words “Happy
Birthday K.C.”
***
The Indy Racing League and Indianapolis Motor Speedway announced today that they have
designated the Association of Hole in the Wall Camps as a “Charitable Partner” of both organizations.
Hole in the Wall Camps (HITWC) is the world's largest family of camps, serving children's
camps as well as camps in development around the world. The first camp was started in 1988 by actor
Paul Newman, co-owner of Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing. Each camp is a separate entity, expanding
Newman's dream of providing a recreational and therapeutic camping experience for children facing
serious illnesses and life-threatening conditions.
Children with cancer, sickle cell anemia, HIV/AIDS, and many other conditions go to various
HITWC camps to experience the simple joys of childhood, without compromising any of their medical
needs thanks to the association’s high-quality medical care. All children attend the camps free of charge
as a result of generous contributions from individuals, corporations, foundations and other organizations.
In 2007, more than 11,100 children with serious medical conditions enjoyed a HITWC experience.
PAUL NEWMAN: "There's a couple of things I have great affection for. One of those, as you all
know, is automobile racing. The other is to care in some ways for kids who have been less fortunate than I
have. And to be able to have this coming together of two organizations working together to that purpose
is a home run for me. An absolute home run. That Tony (George) has chosen to bring his organization is
just stunning to me. Couldn't get better. It's an amalgamation on two fronts now."
TONY GEORGE (Founder & CEO, Indy Racing League): “I have admired Paul Newman’s
commitment to charities for years, especially his dedication to the Hole in the Wall Camps. We are
pleased to partner with the Association of Hole in the Wall Camps and hope to help more children with
serious illnesses get the chance to just be kids.”
(More)
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PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE QUALIFYING PRESENTED BY AUTOZONE REPORT:
PEAK Motor Oil Pole Qualifying presented by AutoZone consists of an out lap and a warm-up
lap, followed by a four-lap qualifying attempt. Cars are ranked in order based on the quickest cumulative
time. Only the fastest 11 cars will earn positions in the starting grid today. Each car is allowed three
attempts.
Track qualifying record: Arie Luyendyk, 2:31.908, 236.986 mph (May 12, 1996). Fastest IndyCar
Series lap today: #26 Marco Andretti, 39.4187 seconds, 228.318 mph.
At noon, the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with a relative humidity of 67 percent and
winds were calm. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 93 degrees, according to Firestone
engineers.
POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
(Cumulative four laps; times and speeds calculated using a traveling distance of 2.5 miles,
which corresponds with data registered by on-board telemetry. The green flag is given on the
second time by the flag stand.)
12:04 p.m.

#6

QA-1

12:08 p.m.

#19

QA-1

12:13 p.m.

#26

RYAN BRISCOE/Sydney, Australia
Team Penske - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.0266 – 224.850
2 – 40.0185 – 224.896
3 – 40.0279 – 224.843
4 – 40.0461 – 224.741
T 2:40.1191 – 224.833
MARIO MORAES/São Paulo, Brazil
The SONNY Car - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.8221 – 220.469
2 – 40.8262 – 220.447
3 – 40.9296 – 219.890
4 – 41.0906 – 219.028
T 2:43.6685 – 219.957

Q–1

Q–2

MARCO ANDRETTI/Nazareth, Pa.
Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

12:17 p.m.

1 – 40.0884 – 224.504
2 – 40.1333 – 224.253
3 – 40.1634 – 224.085
4 – 40.2133 – 223.807
T 2:40.5984 – 224.162
#9

Q–3

SCOTT DIXON/Auckland, New Zealand

Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1

1 – 39.9677 – 225.182
2 – 39.9700 – 225.169
3 – 39.9705 – 225.166
4 – 39.9656 – 225.194
T 2:39.8738 – 225.178

Q–4

(More)
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12:21 p.m.

#06

QA-1

12:25 p.m.

#27

QA-1

12:30 p.m.

#17

GRAHAM RAHAL/New Albany, Ohio
Hole in the Wall Camps - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.2612 – 223.540
2 – 40.2834 – 223.417
3 – 40.3070 – 223.286
4 – 40.3266 – 223.178
T 2:41.1782 – 223.355
HIDEKI MUTOH/Tokyo
Formula Dream - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.1962 – 223.902
2 – 40.2077 – 223.838
3 – 40.2730 – 223.475
4 – 40.2867 – 223.399
T 2:40.9636 – 223.653

Q–5

Q–6

RYAN HUNTER-REAY/Boca Raton, Fla.
Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

12:35 p.m.

1 – 40.2711 – 223.485
2 – 40.2631 – 223.530
3 – 40.3339 – 223.137
4 – 40.4928 – 222.262
T 2:41.3609 – 223.102

Q–7

DANICA PATRICK/Roscoe, Ill.
Motorola - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 39.9366 – 225.357
2 – 39.9547 – 225.255
3 – 39.9912 – 225.050
4 – 39.9776 – 225.126
T 2:39.8601 – 225.197
#7 Patrick takes pole from #9 Dixon.

12:39 p.m.

#7

#14

Q–8

DARREN MANNING/North Yorkshire, England
ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

12:41 p.m.
QA-1

1 – 40.3671 – 222.954
2 – waved off
#5

UA – 1

ORIOL SERVIA/Pals, Spain
KV Racing Technology - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.3854 – 222.853
2 – 40.4362 – 222.573
3 – 40.4325 – 222.593
4 – 40.4684 – 222.396
T 2:41.7225 – 222.604
(More)

Q–9
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#3 Castroneves pulls out of front of qualifying line after Servia’s qualification attempt.
#2 Foyt does quarter-spin between Turns 3 and 4 on final warm-up lap, steering out of spin and
returning to pit road before taking the green flag to start attempt.
***
12:50 p.m.
#4T
VITOR MEIRA/Brasilia, Brazil
Delphi National Guard - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 40.1061 – 224.405
Q – 10
2 – 40.1260 – 224.293
3 – 40.1179 – 224.339
4 – 40.1163 – 224.348
T 2:40.4663 – 224.346
12:55 p.m.

#22

DAVEY HAMILTON/Nampa, Idaho
Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1 p.m.

1 – 40.2683 – 223.501
2 – 40.2709 – 223.486
3 – 40.3177 – 223.227
4 – 40.3075 – 222.935
T 2:41.2274 – 223.287
#8

Q – 11

WILL POWER/Toowoomba, Australia
Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1 – 40.4041 – 222.750
2 – 40.4247 – 222.636
3 – 40.4645 – 222.417
4 – 40.5044 – 222.198
T 2:41.7977 – 222.500
#8 Power bumps #19 Moraes from field.
1:05 p.m.

#18

1:09 p.m.

#10

Q – 12

BRUNO JUNQUEIRA/Belo Horizonte, Brazil
The Z-Line Car - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – Spun in Turn 1
UA – 1
#18 Junqueira does quarter-spin in Turn 1 on first qualifying lap, steering out of spin and
returning to pit road.
DAN WHELDON/Emberton, England
Target Chip Ganassi Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1 – 39.7984 – 226.140
2 – 39.8366 – 225.923
3 – 39.8756 – 225.702
4 – 39.8946 – 225.594
T 2:39.4052 – 225.840
#10 Wheldon takes pole from #7 Patrick.
#10 Wheldon bumps #8 Power from field.
(More)

Q – 13
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1:14 p.m.

#12

TOMAS SCHECKTER/Cape Town, South Africa
Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1 – 40.1949 – 223.909
2 – 40.2190 – 223.775
3 – 40.2309 – 223.709
4 – 40.2279 – 223.725
T 2:40.8727 – 223.779
#12 Scheckter bumps #5 Servia from field.
1:19 p.m.

TONY KANAAN/Salvador, Bahia, Brazil
Team 7-Eleven – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 39.9429 – 225.322
2 – 40.1067 – 224.401
3 – 40.0492 – 224.724
4 – 40.0475 – 224.733
T 2:40.1463 – 224.794
#11 Kanaan bumps #17 Hunter-Reay from field.

1:22 p.m.

Q – 14

#11

#99

Q – 15

TOWNSEND BELL/San Francisco
Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1:27 p.m.

1 – 40.3901 – 222.827
2 – 40.4183 – 222.671
3 – 40.4938 – 222.256
4 – 40.5708 – 221.834
T 2:41.8730 – 222.397

UA – 1

ED CARPENTER/Indianapolis
Menards/Vision Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 40.1978 – 223.893
2 – 40.2238 – 223.748
3 – 40.2229 – 223.753
4 – 40.1879 – 223.948
T 2:40.8324 – 223.835
#20 Carpenter bumps #22 Hamilton from field.

1:31 p.m.

#20

#02

Q – 16

JUSTIN WILSON/Sheffield, England
McDonald’s Racing Team - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 40.3789 – 222.889
UA – 1
2 – 40.3966 – 222.791
3 – 40.4091 – 222.722
4 – 40.4073 – 222.732
T 2:41.5919 – 222.783
***
Scott Dixon recorded the most consistent four-lap qualifying effort in Indianapolis 500 history.
Dixon’s four laps were separated by .0049 of a second. His quickest lap was 39.9656 seconds, while his
slowest lap was 39.9705 seconds. The previous record was .006 of a second by Bobby Rahal in 1992.
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #16
Lloyd has been released from Methodist Hospital. He has not been cleared to drive. He will be reevaluated by Indy Racing League medical staff next week. Lloyd was transported to Methodist for
precautionary X-rays May 9 after his car made heavy contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 1. A CT
scan showed no fractures.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE:
1:50 p.m. – GREEN. #3 Castroneves takes three laps at speed, ranging from 225.040 mph to
225.200 mph.
1:56 p.m. - #15 Rice takes three laps at speed, ranging from 223.161 mph to 223.571 mph.
2:16 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
2:19 p.m. – GREEN.
***
JASON PRIESTLEY (Co-owner Rubicon Race Team): (On missing two days of practice due to rain):
“Missing those two days this week leading into qualifying was tough. We’re a new team and still trying to
set a lot of baselines and figure out where we are at. It set us back a long way. We missed out on two days
of testing, but it’s a 500-mile race and the big thing is to qualify and get into the show. Whether we
qualify today or on day two, or even on Bump Day, you can win this race from anywhere. The key is to
get in the show.” (On team’s partnership with Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “It’s been phenomenal. Sam
(Schmidt) is an incredibly knowledgeable guy, and all of his guys have been fantastic with us. They know
this place, they know these cars, and they know what it takes to go fast here. And Max Papis, too, he’s got
so much experience, not only here, but in all types of motorsports. His experience has been invaluable, as
well.” (On qualifying): “I’m not concerned about getting in the field. It’s just a matter of where we are
going to end up in the field. Obviously you’d like to be as far forward as you can, but it’s just a question
of where we are going to end up.” (On being back at Indianapolis): “I got here on Wednesday just in time
for the rain, but it’s great to back here at Indianapolis. This is the first time I have been back in five years,
but you never forget how amazing this place is. We’ve had our setbacks because of the rain, but we are
thrilled to be here and looking forward to qualifying.”
***
2:40 p.m. - #27 Mutoh failed post-qualifying technical inspection. His time is disallowed. #22
Hamilton is reinstated as the 11th-quickest qualified car.
2:59 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualification attempt.
***
PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE QUALIFYING (cont.):
At 3 p.m., the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with a relative humidity of 48 percent and
winds from the south-southeast at 12 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 94
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
3:03 p.m.

#3

HELIO CASTRONEVES/São Paulo, Brazil
Team Penske – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 39.8610 – 225.785
2 – 39.8453 – 225.874
3 – 39.8874 – 225.635
4 – 39.8869 – 225.638
T 2:39.4806 – 225.733
#3 Castroneves bumps #22 Hamilton from field.
(More)

Q – 17
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INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE (cont.):
3:13 p.m. – GREEN.
3:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualification attempt.
***
PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE QUALIFYING (cont.):
3:34 p.m.

RYAN BRISCOE/Sydney, Australia
Team Penske – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-2
1 – 39.7615 – 226.350
2 – 39.8094 – 226.077
3 – 39.8279 – 225.972
4 – 39.8370 – 225.921
T 2:39.2358 – 226.080
#6 Briscoe takes pole from #10 Wheldon.

3:39 p.m.

#6

#9

Q – 18

SCOTT DIXON/Auckland, New Zealand
Target Chip Ganassi Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

1 – 39.7180 – 226.598
2 – 39.7343 – 226.505
3 – 39.7697 – 226.303
4 – 39.8128 – 226.058
T 2:39.0348 – 226.366
#9 Dixon takes pole from #6 Briscoe.

Q – 19

***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE (cont.):
3:47 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Tero Palmroth, the only Finnish driver to start the Indianapolis 500, made a rare appearance at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Saturday on a shoe-selling visit.
Palmroth, whose 12th-place finish in 1990 was his best in four starts from 1988-91, has a shoe
business in Helsinki, continuing a family tradition started in 1928. Palmroth’s specialty is high-fashion
women’s shoes made in Italy.
Palmroth, who turns 55 on May 28, left his family business in the 1980s to become a race driver.
He married in 1995 and is the father of a son, Remy, 8, and a daughter, Raphaela, 4.
TERO PALMROTH: “I came here to live my dream. I told Tony (George) this place has great
dream memories. It feels like home here.” (About his shoe sales’ efforts today): “I’m interested in talking
to the lady drivers.”
***
NHRA Top Fuel driver Antron Brown visited IMS today for Pole Day. Brown is second in the
NHRA Top Fuel standings this season, with two victories. Brown moved to Top Fuel this season after a
10-year career in NHRA Pro Stock Motorcycle competition.
ANTRON BROWN: (About his day today at IMS): “It's been fantastic. So far the weather is
great. We have seen a lot of fast, productive numbers out there. I have always been a big fan of openwheel motorsports, for sure. It is a pleasure to be out here among all these great drivers and seeing them
race and drive, and relaxing for a weekend.”
(More)
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A sticker that reads “In Memory of Buddy McAtee and Tony Renna” is affixed to the inside of
the rear-wing endplate on the No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock Dallara/Honda/Firestone driven by
Max Papis.
Longtime Indianapolis Motor Speedway executive McAtee died in February 2007, while IndyCar
Series veteran Renna died in a testing crash in October 2003 at IMS.
***
4:30 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualification attempt.
***
PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE QUALIFYING (cont.):
4:34 p.m.

#26

MARCO ANDRETTI/Nazareth, Pa.
Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

1 – 40.0735 – 224.587
2 – 40.1315 – 224.263
3 – 40.1393 – 224.219
4 – 40.0712 – 224.600
T 2:40.4155 – 224.417

Q – 20

***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: Dale
Coyne Racing crew member Charles Buckman will be transferred out of the Intensive Care Unit and into
a standard care room at Methodist Hospital today. Buckman suffered a traumatic subarachnoid
hemorrhage and a skull fracture in an incident on pit lane May 9. His repeat CT scan today was
unchanged.
***
Last year, there were 22 successful qualifying attempts on Pole Day, plus an additional five
attempts that were not successful.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE (cont.):
4:41 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran Jimmy Kite was walking Gasoline Alley today, looking for a ride for the
92nd Indianapolis 500. Kite has made five “500” starts between 1998-2005.
Kite qualified for the 2007 Indianapolis 500 on Third Day Qualifying in a PDM Racing car but
was bumped from the field on Bump Day.
JIMMY KITE: “Walking around like I always do on Pole Day. I won't say anything is opening
up; I will say that there's potential out there. Whether it plays out or not, I guess we'll know by 6 o'clock
next Sunday. It's just a normal pole weekend for me. I never seem to have anything working, but I've got
another three or four days to see if something materializes. We'll see. I don't think you're really going to
see anybody pulling out second cars to run. There's still some teams that don't have stuff totally put
together. There's some of them that are still going to end up being here. You've got some of these teams
that might be struggling a bit and might want to put a veteran in it and see if they can get a little more
speed out of the car. There's several options, and like I said. Next week is Bump Week at Indy, and it's a
fun week. It's my exciting week. It's normally when I clock in and see how it goes, so we'll see how it
plays out. It's always good to be here and being able to say that I've run a couple of ‘500s’ and I've done
this, and as it gets closer to 6 o'clock on Sunday, with as many cars as it seems like they're going to have
trying to make attempts, there's going to be a couple of teams struggling to find speed. And whether they
just bite the bullet and decide not to make the show or whether they put somebody in it, whether it's
myself or Alex Barron or Jaques Lazier, or whoever it is, I've got rides here in the past getting in cars that
weren't up to speed, so maybe it will play out again this year. We'll see.”
(More)
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Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing team co-owner Paul Newman is at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway for the first time in several years.
PAUL NEWMAN: “(Reunification) was absolutely necessary for both groups. It’s tragic that it
didn’t happen sooner, but it’s good that it at least happened when it did. I think it’s going to be a great
boost for both groups. It’s good to be back at Indianapolis. It brings back a lot of fond memories. We’ve
won eight championships and come in second twice at Indianapolis but never won the ‘500.’ It’s
wonderful to be running against Roger (Penske) and Bobby (Rahal) and Michael (Andretti) and all those
guys. It’s comfortable. My favorite tradition was that it took a whole month. Indy started at the first of
May, and you had your reservation at the (Speedway) motel. If you wanted (the room) for two days, you
took it for the whole month or you wouldn’t get it, and we’re going to work hard to get it back to that.”
***
At 5 p.m., the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with a relative humidity of 53 percent and
winds from the southeast at 8 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 97 degrees, according
to Firestone engineers.
5:12 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualification attempt.
***
PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE QUALIFYING (cont.):
5:15 p.m.

HIDEKI MUTOH/Tokyo
Formula Dream – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-2
1 – 40.1803 – 223.990
2 – 40.1890 – 223.942
3 – 40.2065 – 223.844
4 – 40.2194 – 223.773
T 2:40.7952 – 223.887
#27 Mutoh bumps #06 Rahal from field.

5:20 p.m.

#27

#17

Q – 21

RYAN HUNTER-REAY/Boca Raton, Fla.
Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

1 – 40.3555 – 223.018
UA – 1
2 – Accident Turn 3
#17 Hunter-Reay does a quarter-spin to the left in Turn 3, hitting SAFER Barrier with rear of car
and sliding through the short chute between Turns 3 and 4 before stopping on the grass on the inside of
Turn 4. Heavy damage to the rear of car, moderate damage to left side of car. Hunter-Reay climbed from
the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #17
Hunter-Reay has been checked and released at the Clarian Medical Emergency Center. He is cleared to
drive.
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol): “I was just trying
to make a car that wasn’t there go fast. The exits had no grip, and the entrances had too much grip. I was
just hustling something that wasn’t there.”
(More)

DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2008
Page 13
5:34 p.m.

#06

QA-2

5:39 p.m.

#10

GRAHAM RAHAL/New Albany, Ohio
Hole in the Wall Camps – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.2948 – 223.354
2 – 40.3160 – 223.236
3 – 40.3456 – 223.073
4 – waved off

UA – 1

DAN WHELDON/Emberton, England
Target Chip Ganassi Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

5:43 p.m.

1 – 39.7583 – 226.368
2 – 39.7812 – 226.238
3 – 39.8317 – 225.951
4 – 39.8431 – 225.836
T 2:39.2143 – 226.110
#12

Q – 22

TOMAS SCHECKTER/Cape Town, South Africa
Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

1 – 40.2417 – 223.649
2 – 40.2660 – 223.514
3 – 40.2765 – 223.455
4 – 40.2925 – 223.367
T 2:41.0767 – 223.496
#12 Scheckter bumps #06 Rahal from field.
5:48 p.m.

#8

Q – 23

WILL POWER/Toowoomba, Australia
Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

5:52 p.m.
QA-2

1 – 40.5069 – 222.184
2 – 40.5353 – 222.029
3 – waved off

#02

UA – 1

JUSTIN WILSON/Sheffield, England
McDonald’s Racing Team - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.3776 – 222.896
2 – 40.4038 – 222.751
3 – 40.4236 – 222.642
4 – 40.4654 – 222.412
T 2:41.6704 – 222.675
(More)

UA – 2
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PEAK MOTOR OIL POLE AWARD PRESENTED BY AUTOZONE POST-QUALIFYING
NOTES:
• Scott Dixon won the PEAK Motor Oil Pole Award presented by AutoZone and its $100,000
prize.
• Dan Wheldon and Ryan Briscoe qualified on the PEAK Front Row and earned $25,000 and
$10,000, respectively.
• Camping World presented $10,000 to Ricky Davis, chief mechanic on Scott Dixons’s No. 9 polewinning car.
• Toro presented a tractor to Target Chip Ganassi Racing for winning the pole.
• This is Dixon’s 11th career IndyCar Series pole and his third this season. He also won the pole at
at Homestead-Miami Speedway and Kansas Speedway.
• This is Dixon’s first pole at the Indianapolis 500. His previous best was fourth in 2003, 2006 and
2007.
• This is Target Chip Ganassi Racing’s 17th pole in the IndyCar Series and its third in 2008. This is
the team’s third pole at Indianapolis. Bruno Junqueira won the pole for the team in 2002, and
Arie Luyendyk won the pole in 1993.
• Dan Wheldon tied his best qualifying effort at the Indianapolis 500. He also qualified second in
2004.
• This is the first time teammates have qualified 1-2 for the Indianapolis 500 since Team Penske’s
Sam Hornish Jr. and Helio Castroneves in 2006.
• Ryan Briscoe earned his best starting position at the Indianapolis 500. He qualified fifth last year
with Luczo Dragon Racing. Briscoe’s best start this season was third at Homestead-Miami.
• This is the fourth consecutive season that a Team Penske driver has qualified on the front row for
the Indianapolis 500.
• Hideki Mutoh is the highest-qualifying rookie in the field (ninth). Marco Andretti qualified ninth
as a rookie in 2006, the last time a rookie qualified in the top 10 at Indianapolis.
• There were 23 successful qualifying attempts today and eight unsuccessful attempts.
• Helio Castroneves, who is celebrating his 33rd birthday today, qualified in the top five for the
fourth consecutive year. He qualified fourth.
• Danica Patrick has qualified in the top 10 for all four of her Indianapolis 500s. She qualified fifth
today.
• Tony Kanaan qualified sixth, his first time outside of the top five in his seven years at the
Indianapolis 500. He has started on the pole once, started second twice and fifth three times.
• Marco Andretti earned his best Indianapolis 500 starting position, seventh. He has started ninth in
each of the last two seasons.
• Vitor Meira qualified in the top 10 for the fourth time in six Indianapolis 500s. His eighth-place
starting position is his best qualifying effort since starting eighth at Watkins Glen last season.
• Ed Carpenter earned his best starting position for the Indianapolis 500, 10th. In four previous
races, his best start was 12th in 2006. Carpenter has qualified in the top 10 in three consecutive
IndyCar Series races.
• Tomas Scheckter qualified 11th at the Indianapolis 500 for the third time in his career. In six
previous 500s, Scheckter has started 10th three times, 11th twice and 12th once.
• Andretti Green Racing placed its four cars in the top nine starting positions. Last year, the team
also had four cars in the top nine, and five cars in the top 11.
(More)
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A total of 37 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-four
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 5,205 laps this month. Will Power turned 50 laps
today and has turned 286 laps this month, most of any driver. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone
Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (All cars)
Noon-6 p.m.
Second Day Qualifying
6:15 p.m.
Third Day Qualifying Draw
*** END DAY 7 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice (All cars)
Noon-6 p.m.
Second Day Qualifying
6:15 p.m.
Third Day Qualifying Draw
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Scott Dixon and Dan Wheldon put Target Chip Ganassi Racing on the front row for the second
consecutive race on the oval at Indianapolis. Last July, Reed Sorenson and Juan Pablo Montoya started 12 in the Allstate 400 at the Brickyard.
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran Roberto Moreno was walking Gasoline Alley on Pole Day, checking the
prospects for a drive in the 92nd Indianapolis 500. Moreno placed 33rd last year, his first start at
Indianapolis since 1999.
ROBERTO MORENO: “I’m here looking. If there is a situation that I can jump in, I will jump
in, in no time.” (Thoughts on open-wheel unification): “I think it was very important for open-wheel
racing. I think that there is still a lot to do, to get the good, old sponsors back into the game and to make
the series at the level that it was in 1995. But I hope that we get somewhere close to it and the drivers be
as successful as they use to be.”
***
12:07 p.m. – Rain has forced the cancellation of all on-track activity today.
***
KV Racing drivers spent their down time in Gasoline Alley today with practical jokes, which
included an electronic noise maker that Oriol Servia used to embarrass teammate Will Power during an
interview in their garage.
The noise maker, which was operated by a remote control that Servia was carrying, interrupted
Power's interview and sent him into hysterics that concluded the questioning. Power apologized to the
interviewer and explained where the noises were really coming from.
ORIOL SERVIA: "It's just something we have to do to entertain ourselves on days like today."

***
Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, IRL senior director of medical services: Dale
Coyne Racing chief mechanic Charles Buckman has been released from Methodist Hospital.
***
Two Rahal Letterman Racing mechanics en route to team's headquarters in Hilliard, Ohio, to
repair the damaged car of Ryan Hunter-Reay were involved in an accident of their own. Mike Kranz and
Jim Volini were uninjured in the collision with a deer on Interstate 70. Their car, however, needed to be
towed nearly 100 miles to the shop.
(More)
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INDYCAR SERIES RAINOUT QUOTES:
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “It's a little tough. We had rain all week, so we
couldn't test as many things as we wanted. The main thing about raining today, we're going to have to go
qualifying next weekend, which means that this next week, instead of focusing 100 percent on race setup,
we're going to have to think of qualifying setup for the weekend. So it's going to be a matter of having
good planning and hoping for the best. I know we have the speed to qualify, so it's no big deal. It just kind
of screws with the planning. It complicates things. Also, the days that you don't run, they drain you.
You're here working with engineers, and you're in that room all day just talking, and you're here to drive
and try things. So it's a little tough, but again, it's the same for the guys in other garages, so you just have
to make the best of it.” (About how rain days are spent): “I'm actually going to use the day to do a new
seat. I doing a new seat. I need a spare seat. We haven't got time to make it. You've always got things to
do. You work with engineers and stuff. There's always work.” (About team owner Jimmy Vasser racing at
Laguna Seca in a Grand Am Rolex Sports Car Series race with Cristiano da Matta): “I'll be watching very
much. Not only is my team owner and friend racing, but he's also racing with Cristiano, which is another
really close friend of ours. They have a great car, and I think they have a good shot at winning. Maybe
we're asking too much, but it would be really good.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “On the feeling of being able to run with the
top 11 qualifiers): “We were probably missing a mile an hour, but yesterday it was worth giving a couple
of (qualifying) attempts. We knew it was going to rain today, so we tried to learn a little more about the
car.” (On week’s preparation): “I think we’ll spend the majority of the time focusing on the race because
that is the most important thing. You don’t want to miss out on qualifying and screw yourself. I don’t
think we are that far off, and I think we’ll qualify in the top 22. I’m just so proud of my guys. They never
stop working, and I’m almost glad it’s a rain day where they can go home early and take a couple of days
off. I think we are the best of the transition teams, and we’re catching these other guys slowly, but we are
getting there.” (On Indianapolis oval compared to Homestead and Kansas ovals): “This is a lot different.
This is like four really fast corners, and it hasn’t got much banking. It’s almost similar to a road course,
and I’m loving it. It’s made me really enjoy ovals, and it’s helped me to understand the car and I’m
enjoying myself. When you are enjoying yourself, you do well.”
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “We felt we had a good setup for qualifying,
especially after Wednesday’s practice, but we were a little confused on Friday because the car didn’t
continue to improve. Then it happened again on Saturday morning when the conditions were nearly
perfect. So we found out that the clutch was going and it caused the engine to slow. So, we were anxious
to get out today. Now, we’ll work on getting the car set in race trim. I still believe I have a very good
qualifying car, but it is time to work on race setup. We’ll be able to get in the field on Saturday. We just
wanted a shot at the top 11, and we didn’t get that chance on Saturday.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 18 The Z-Line Car): “I would have loved to qualify today. I think we will
qualify the No. 19 Z-Line Designs car next Saturday. Hopefully this week we can get some more practice
in and be ready to go first thing Saturday morning.”
MARIO MORAES (No. 19 The SONNY Car): “I'm dissappointed that we can't make another
qualifying attempt today. The team has done a great job giving me a good car, and hopefully I can reward
them by putting the car into the race next weekend.”

(More)
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MILKA DUNO (No. 23 CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “It is too bad we couldn’t run today.
We were faster on Saturday, and the car is feeling much better for me each day we run. Working with
Buddy (Rice) and Townsend (Bell) has been very good for me. Buddy has won the Indy 500, and he
knows the path around here. Townsend is very fast, too. So talking to them has been great. I feel so
comfortable working with the Dreyer & Reinbold team this year. They have treated me very good. I look
forward to getting back on the track on Wednesday.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): "It's pretty frustrating not to have
gotten into the top 11 yesterday by less than a tenth of a second, and then have Day 2 Qualifying rained
out and not be assured a spot on the grid yet. But you know, we gave it all we had. I can't look back and
say we should have done something different because that was the best we had. With the rain today and
having to wait until next week is not ideal by any stretch of the imagination, but we'll work on race setups
this week and then put the car in the show where we can in the next day of qualifying. We’re probably
just going to start working on race modes for next week, get a race setup on the car and start working on
race modes, then worry just worry about qualifying next week.” (Regarding yesterday’s run and comfort
level with the car right now): “Yeah, you know it was an interesting run. It’s probably the hardest run I’ve
done here in my years, and it didn’t count. That’s the disappointing part of it. I’ll be real honest with you;
I don’t like the system the way it is, personally. I think that it would have been much more exciting for
the fans to see 20 or 22 cars be in this field yesterday and still have the option to be able to withdraw your
car and go for the pole. I think that us guys; that are especially, when we’re running those cars, we’re out
there hangin’ our butts out to try to be as fast as we can. And if we want to keep that time we should be
able to. The risk-reward, I don’t think, is favorable for this system.” (So, next week you focus mainly on
race setup?): “The race is what counts. We need to put race setups on the car and get out there and
hopefully have a good race day. I know I would have been in a great position yesterday if our qualifying
would have just counted. But who knows what happens next week, and we do it all over again and the
risk is back up again. I’ll tell you what: Qualifying here is the toughest thing in motorsports, in any kind
of racing. It’s not easy because you have to be trimmed out; you have to be fast. So, like I say, the race is
what counts.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “This rain is going to change the whole plan for the month, but it
also is sort of helping us because last week it helped us following my crash to get the cars ready, and
today’s it’s helping us rebuild our 34 car that I crashed last week so that we can use it on Wednesday. But
at the same time, we don’t have a lot of track time left before the race, and we still have to work on
qualifying. We are going to sit down with the engineers, but I think that we will focus on our qualifying
all of this week and then focus more on the race during Miller Lite Carb Day. That is the challenge for
everybody that is going to qualify the second week, but it is what it is, and we have to do the best with
what we have and just try to reach our goals now.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “It is going to be the same for everybody, except
for the first 11 guys that actually can sleep soundly next week. For us and the other 22 guys, we are in the
same boat. We will have to dedicate a little time to qualifying setup next week and most of the time to the
race setup. This rain delay, definitely, it hurts a smaller team more than anything else, because a smaller
team needs more time to work and get the car tuned up. You can't make it up in a short time period
without possible disaster.”

(More)
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SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “Well, it's disappointing for
everybody. We don't have many laps, but we've been able to go pretty fast even though we have no
experience as a team together. We're doing a pretty good job, and I think as long as we stick to the plan
we have right now, we're going to be OK. Our focus will be on race trim completely now. Time's up. We
don't have a whole lot of track time to be out there squandering around working on qualifying trim.
There's just not enough time to do that. We have to make as best use of our time as we can, and it looks
like we're going to look pretty good to compete in the race, so we're going to have to refocus our
direction.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing): “We really wanted to get into
the top 11 on Saturday. We knew we would be close. Tried to take a big step with the chassis to get more
speed, and it didn’t work. So we are going to work on several things in practice this week. We know we
can get in the field this weekend. So we’ll concentrate on the race setup in our upcoming practice runs.
We need to keep our heads down and keep focused on the race. That why we came here. I think the
Dreyer & Reinbold organization is growing and developing a good platform. We have added some good
sponsors this year like William Rast, EMU Australia and Herbalife to the program. Now we need to
continue to improve the organization.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “It’s quite frustrating not being able to run
today, but that’s how it is. You can’t change the weather. We (Justin and Graham) both realize how close
we came to getting in the top 11, and that’s quite an achievement considering where we started out. We
are slowly making progress. We didn’t expect to be able to get in the race on the first day, and we were
both really close, so that is encouraging. As far as our agenda this week, I presume we will validate a
couple of little things we have changed on the car for qualifying and then switch over to race setup and
make sure the McDonald’s car works well in traffic and is consistent over the longer runs. We need to
split time; then we will switch it back for qualifying later in the week and get ready for Saturday
qualifying. Now I have experienced qualifying. You know what happens you know how the car works.
It’s good to get that experience, especially seeing as I wasn’t expecting to qualify yesterday so I didn’t put
too much pressure on myself It was nice to go out there and run four laps flat out and not feel like I was
going to crash. Hopefully we can repeat that come Saturday and be the best of the second qualifying
group. Due to the rain, I will have two nights at home instead of one. I’m looking forward to seeing (my
wife) Julia and (newborn daughter) Jane again.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “Obviously, it's really no different for us. We're
going to focus this week, I would imagine, on race setup. And come next Saturday. I feel, after yesterday,
we feel pretty comfortable that we can solidly be in the field, so we'll take a little wing out Saturday
morning and go for it. I think we really need to focus on having a good race car here. Of course,
qualifying is important, but the race is what it really comes down to. I feel pretty comfortable out there.
Yesterday, in qualifying especially, the car was really good, and I was really happy with it. Obviously, we
need to find a little more speed, but yeah, I'm perfectly fine with it. I'm looking forward to the race. If
there's one thing in the IndyCar Series that I'm still getting used to, it's the traffic on the ovals. It's
certainly taking awhile, but I'm looking forward to taking it out there in the race and seeing how it is.”
(About plans for Mother’s Day): “My mom keeps calling me, so I'd better go find her. She's here
somewhere, I would imagine.” (What will you do with a day off?): "Now that we have the day off, I’m
going to go shopping for some golf equipment for a golf tournament I will be in tomorrow at Brickyard
Crossing.”

(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, IRL senior director of medical services: After further
evaluation, Dale Coyne Racing crew member Charles Buckman will be kept at Methodist Hospital for
observation.
***
A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “Unfortunately we didn't get to run today and get our car in the
show. Obviously we could relax a little more this week if we were in there solidly, but now we'll just have
to wait until next weekend to get the car in. I would have loved to have qualified yesterday, today, or even
tomorrow, but we just have to deal with the rules and the schedule like everyone else and take care of it
next weekend. For now, I just hope the weather clears up for Wednesday so we can get back on track and
then again for next weekend when it's time to qualify.” (About plans this week): “This week we'll just
focus on getting our race setup nailed down and then worry about going back to our qualifying setup once
we get closer to qualifying again. We're confident that we can get in the race and while we want to get the
best starting spot possible, we also know that this race is 500 miles long and having a good car for each
one of those miles is what really matters." (About spin during qualifying run Saturday): “We went into
our qualifying run, and the car was a lot more loose than I expected it to be. When I got it up to speed, it
just wasn't coming off the corner like I wanted in Turn 3, and I spun sideways. Luckily, I spun late in the
corner so I didn't hit anything, but it was unfortunate because we ended up not getting the car in the field
yesterday. You just do the best you can in that situation and try and hold it straight for as long as you can.
You just do your best to try and keep the car off the wall, but really 90 percent of it is luck, so I can't take
too much credit for the save.”
BRIAN BARNHART: (President, Competition and Operations, Indy Racing League): “We were
scheduled to do second day of qualifying today and do positions 12-22 on the grid. Those 11 positions
will be added to the 11 that were scheduled for next Saturday. So next Saturday, the third day of
qualifications we will do positions 12-33 and move to 22 cars next Saturday and then bump the slowest
car in the field beginning on Sunday, the fourth day of qualifications. It’s really unfortunate. We didn’t
have to have this conversation last year. It’s a shame because it certainly alters everyone’s plans for the
week. It’s been a bit of a challenge losing both Wednesday and Thursday and a half day Friday and now
Sunday. The teams are going to be really anxious to get some quality track time Wednesday through
Friday and even in between qualification runs next weekend. I anticipate a lot of track activity as teams
are working on full tanks in preparation for the 92nd Running (of the Indianapolis 500).” (About the
qualifying format): “I think the format the last couple of years has played out very well. I think it’s
created a lot of excitement, drama, and I think it places a premium on strategic decisions and thoughts of
the team manager, the drivers. Qualifying around here, the lowest downforce configuration, on the edge
as much as possible, is not the easiest situation to put drivers in. And to put them in that situation to do it
multiple times – a guy felt like he did a good job, gets a good run, could be sitting third or fourth on the
grid, and then they make a decision, ‘OK, we’re going to pull this out, and you’re going to do it again,’ it
puts a lot of pressure on that driver. I thought they all responded very well. It’s good excitement, and I
think it plays out well.” (About additional cars next week): “I think with the 33 that have run so far, I
think there are at least three or four that are scheduled short programs that begin next Wednesday. I think
you’ll probably see a second Foyt car come out. Greg Beck is scheduled to start running; he hasn’t named
a driver yet. Hemelgarn will come back with 1996 Indy 500 winner Buddy Lazier. American Dream
Racing has talked about doing a program, as well. So, I think you might see us up around 37
combinations by the end of next weekend.” (Has there been any thought about incorporating some veteran
time in those first two days and not taking away track time from the rookies?): "We certainly do give a lot
of thought to it, and the reason we do it the way we do it is not based around Indianapolis as much as it is
based around the events leading into Indianapolis. (More Barnhart on next page)
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BRIAN BARNHART (cont.): "With the IndyCar Series schedule, we open the season at Homestead on a
Saturday night and the following weekend, you are at St. Petersburg with a road street race and the
following weekend you are loading the equipment for Motegi on the airplanes. The following weekend
you are racing Motegi and the next weekend you are racing at Kansas. The next weekend is the weekend
you are talking about which is ROP. To make it six weeks in a row, we want to try and give the majority
of teams as much preparation time for the Indianapolis 500 month as possible. So the lowest is the
number of rookie teams so you make them start running on Sunday and Monday and give everyone else
as much time for preparations as possible. If we would start on Sunday with all cars just coming off of
that schedule leading into it, it gives less preparation time for all teams leading in to the Month of May.
So that is why do it that way, and unfortunately, the weather came and you look at all that, the stability,
the rules package that we run. We ran 1,300 laps on Tuesday with all cars when they ran. I think Tony
Kanaan's third lap by was 224.9. I mean, he has a pretty good feel for the place. The stability of the
package, and they come out prepared and have a pretty good understanding of what to expect. There are
so few variables from one year to the next with what we have on it right now. When you look at it, they
are focused, and the first week is qualifying. They are going to come into it now and even though we
didn't get 12-22 filled today, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, you are going to see a lot of runs. They
have a lot of tires, they get 35 sets for the month of May. That is going to make for a lot of activity. You
are going to see so many laps around here on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday with focus on Race Day
and preparations for that, it's to going to be a very busy second weekend." (How much of a hardship will
be on the teams that are worrying about qualifying and preparing for the race?): "I don't think it is going
to be that bad, because there are six hours a day of practice each of those three days. You have 18 hours
of practice, plus the practice time that will be available over the weekend, as well. They will have to
manage it wisely and consider who they are running. I anticipate that you will see some scenarios, maybe
not on Wednesday, but on Thursday, you will have some pretty big groups of cars running, maybe eight
or 10 cars running together, which is going to be cooperation between multiple teams going out there. If
you are a team that is working on your qualifying setup and you see that going, you are not going to go
out there and interact with that. You are going to have low downforce, and you are not going to mess with
that kind of turbulence. It is just a matter of being smart of when you are doing what you are doing. You
are going to work on both. If you want to focus on the full race stuff, you are going to load it up with
downforce and have a run with them, but if not you are going to wait and try to find your own space on
the 2.5-mile track. It certainly provides that opportunity for a guy like Greg Beck as he puts a driver in his
car and gets a second week program going or even Sarah Fisher, who has done a real nice job. Even
though she is in a full-month program, she has kind of had limited track time in addition to the weather
delays, as well, and yet she ran 224 or 224.5 yesterday morning and if she gets that thing dialed in she
might find herself somewhere in the fourth or fifth row, maybe. It certainly provided that as an
opportunity. Due to the rain delays, with the mileage situation and 35 sets of tires, you are going to see
plenty of running next week. If things stay dry the whole month, tires are your main restrictor on the
things you do with 35 sets."
JOIE CHITWOOD: (President & COO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “At this point, after much
consultation with Brian (Barnhart) and after looking at the requirements he would need to have qualifying
today as well practice and what it would take to dry the track in these types of conditions- with 50
degrees, high winds and what seems like a swirling rain storm that's not leaving us, we've canceled all
activities for today. And so as of this point, we won't have qualifications or practice." (About Pole Day):
"I was very pleased. I think two years ago we got to see a great show, as well, and I think the format is
still in its infancy, and there's a lot more to do but to see not only the drama of pulling out really when
you're already in a good spot to go for it again just shows you the gamesmanship of some of those teams.
Some of us would rather be seeing a team like (Tomas) Scheckter's car 12 try to strengthen their position
in the 11 slots. I think it was a great show, and I was really pleased with the attendance yesterday. (More
Chitwood on next page)
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JOIE CHITWOOD (cont.): I think that the fans here and the community were dying to come out to see
some track activity, and it was really nice that we could finally give them a good day yesterday." (About
combining qualifying days): "We thought long and hard this weekend when we came up with our plan but
having four days of qualifications on the schedule, we have the opportunity then to push these 11 slots
back to next Saturday. I think when you deal with something like that you go with your last resort. As for
team schedules, this Month of May calendar has been published for I don't know how long, but some of
our teams are going to go back to probably North Carolina, Chicago, but with having two additional
qualification days on the calendar, it makes no sense just to push these 11 slots back to next Saturday."
(What was attendance?): "As much as I know you would love for me to tell you numbers and talk
about actual attendance, we don't really do that here at the Speedway. I will tell you that I was ecstatic
with the crowd yesterday. I was a little bit nervous early in the morning. About 8:30 a.m., I was in Pagoda
Command and looking at the cameras that we actually have stationed to look at the traffic out on 16th and
Crawfordsville and I thought to myself, 'maybe people think it's still going to rain today or something.'
But by 11 a.m., we had some great traffic, as much as you can call traffic great. I was pleased because
there were a lot of people lined up to come in. I thought there was great energy yesterday. I think they
were ready for a show because we've had so many positive story lines leading into this event. I'm not
surprised we've had interest and people showing up. When you think back to a great list of Helio
(Castroneves) winning 'Dancing with the Stars,' unification, Graham Rahal winning a race, Danica
(Patrick) winning, it's such positive story lines, great young talent, competitive field. The crowd met my
expectations based on what I thought we would do because we've got such great story lines going into the
month."
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing): “It’s not just Pole Day, rather the whole
week. The weather was good then turned very bad for a couple of days, putting a lot of pressure on us
Friday. I don’t care what anybody says, first day of qualifying at Indianapolis is the most pressure-packed
day in motorsports. It was probably more nerve-wracking for me than it was for Graham (Rahal). He’s
pretty much seen a lot of it his first year. We’ll see what happens this next week and what we really came
for, which is the race.” (About Ryan Hunter-Reay’s accident): “I felt bad for Ryan because we relatively
have had a good week. First Friday Alex (Lloyd) crashed. Thankfully he is OK. That is never needed,
especially come Friday, the day before qualifying. But now the way that qualifying is now … in the old
days, you had one shot at it. But they did not limit it to the top 11. Now with the qualifying, the situation
exists to where you get multiple tries. Sometimes I am not sure if that is good. But it is good for the
spectators, no question for the viewing audience. But for the teams, I’m not sure. It really makes you take
a little different approach. For Ryan, we want to do everything we could to get him in that top 11, and we
were close. We went out and made some changes in practice. I thought we had a chance. On the first lap,
I saw that he only did a 223.0 mph. I had my guys wave him off on the next time by. But of course, we
didn’t get to that point. I am pleased that Ryan is OK. No injuries to him. We have the spare and are ready
to go. It will not really create any hiccups. But would have loved to have gotten in yesterday and focused
totally this next week on race setups. But that is the way it goes.”
ERIC BACHELART (Owner, Conquest Racing): “We have been using the rain to catch up after the
accident we had last Monday, so today we are continuing to rebuild (Jaime) Camara’s damaged car. We
are just taking this time to recover from the accident and improve our cars.” (About splitting staff to
rebuild one car while preparing the other for qualifying): “We have two situations here, so we are trying
to improve some detail in the qualifying car and as far as Camara’s car, we are rebuilding his primary car
that he will use on Wednesday.” (About experience): “This is the second time for us that we have come to
Indy as a team, but it’s a different situation for us than when we came here in 2002. In 2002, the car was
fast right away on the first day, and all we had to do what keep those speeds from day to day. Now we
have not been fast out of the box, but of course, the accident from Camara has been a big penalty for us."
(More Bachelart on next page)
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ERIC BACHELART (cont.): "We had so little time to prepare before the season, so we come to Indy,
and the accident has now put us back in our preparation and focus. I think we’re going to be fine next
week, but the weather is actually helping us be where we want to be. We’re still working hard today to
put two good cars out on the track.”
***
CURB/Agajanian/Beck Motorsports will decide between Alex Barron and Roger Yasukawa as its
driver this month, team owner Greg Beck said Sunday.
***
A total of 37 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-four
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 5,205 laps this month. A total of 96 IndyCar Series
and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
*** END DAY 8 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Entry update: The No. 21 Playa Del Racing entry has been withdrawn. The No. 88 Gardner
Trucking American Dream Motorsports entry has been added with Phil Giebler as the driver of the Panoz
chassis.
Giebler finished 29th in last year’s Indianapolis 500 start, earning Chase Rookie of the Year
honors in his only IndyCar Series start. The California native is a veteran of 19 Firestone Indy Lights
starts, recording seven top-five finishes, including a victory at Homestead-Miami Speedway in 2004.
Former Indiana Boxing Commissioner William Kelsey and Arizona businessman Eric
Zimmerman purchased majority ownership of Playa Del Racing and have changed the team’s name to
American Dream Motorsports.
The two have entered cars in the IndyCar Series, Champ Car World Series and NASCAR
intermittently since 1997. This will be their first full-time racing endeavor.
PHIL GIEBLER: “It’s hard to put into words what it means to return to the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway for the Indy 500. I had a huge learning curve in my rookie run last year, but I plan on this being
a much better year. To say Indy is all I’ve thought about for the last 12 months would be an
understatement.”
***
Entry update: Roger Yasukawa will drive the No. 98 CURB Records/hhgregg/Real Power
Dallara/Honda/Firestone for CURB/Agajanian/Beck Motorsports.
Yasukawa, 30, is a veteran of five Indianapolis 500s from 2003-07 and has posted two top-10
finishes. Overall, he has 38 IndyCar Series starts with a eight top-10 finishes.
Beck Motorsports has competed in the Indianapolis 500 since 1995, posting four top-10 finishes
despite often arriving at the Speedway well after Opening Day.
ROGER YASUKAWA: “Hopefully we have the hardest part of the job done now, and we can
concentrate on being on track and going fast. The good thing is Greg (Beck) has such huge experience
here at the track, and I’ve been here five years so I feel comfortable just going into it. I’ve done the
second-week deal last year, so this is nothing new to me. At this point, I really want to focus on the race
setup. I have no question about getting into the field.”
GREG BECK: “It’s a great opportunity to have a driver the caliber of Roger in our car. Being an
Indy 500 veteran, he has the depth of experience a team looks for, plus it’s great to build on the
relationship we started at Japan.”
***
(More)
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Legendary motorcycle daredevil Robbie Knievel will attempt to jump over 20 Hummer vehicles
during the pre-race activities for the June 7 Bombardier Learjet 550k IndyCar Series event at Texas Motor
Speedway.
Knievel, son of daredevil icon Evel Knievel, successfully jumped the entire IndyCar Series
starting field on Oct. 6, 2001 at Texas Motor Speedway.
Knievel, 46, has successfully completed 250 jumps, 20 of which resulted in world records. His
career has been highlighted by the Caesars Palace fountain jump in 1989, the building-to-building jump in
1999 and the Grand Canyon jump in 2000. He performed in his first show with his father, Evel, at
Madison Square Garden at the age of 8 and by 12 he was on tour.
***
John Andretti, Phil Giebler and Jeff Simmons participated in a press conference at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. A transcript is available at www.indycar.com/media.
***
Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League:
#16 Alex Lloyd is cleared to drive. Lloyd was transported to Methodist Hospital for precautionary X-rays
May 9 after his car made heavy contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 1. A CT scan showed no
fractures.
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran PJ Jones scored his first hole-in-one Monday at Brickyard Crossing Golf
Course. Jones aced the 298-yard, par-4 14th hole, using a Taylor Made R5 driver.
Jones’ drive hit just short of the green and rolled into the hole.
***
Pacific Coast Motorsports, which fields an Indianapolis 500 entry driven by rookie Mario
Dominguez, has launched a revamped Web site at www.pcmracing.com.
***
Team owner Dale Coyne spoke about changes to the team’s personnel following the injury
suffered Friday by crew chief Chuck Buckman in a pit road accident.
DALE COYNE: “We had just picked up Gilbert Lage, who has been here a long time with Dick
Simon and lots of teams in the past. He’s an experienced guy, so we were able to grab him and get him on
that car. You know, we’ve got some depth. We’ve picked up some guys for the month here. It was an
unfortunate situation with Chuck the other day, to lose a quality guy like that. But we’re working at it;
we’re getting through it. On the one hand, the rain is bad. On the other hand, it’s enabled us to do a lot of
things we weren’t sure we were going to have time to do on the cars. But at the end of the day, we need to
be out on the track running.”
***
Veteran crew chief/engineer Larry Curry spoke about his new role as chief engineer for Roth
Racing, which he joined this month. Roth Racing is fielding cars at Indianapolis for owner-driver Marty
Roth and veteran John Andretti.
LARRY CURRY: “Well, for sure, we’ve got some challenges here. You know, the track time is
important, I think, to everybody who’s not in the field, yet. This will limit it. But the good news is, it’s the
same for everybody. So we need to find a little bit more speed out of our cars, but I think next weekend
we’ll be fine.” (Strategy for this week): “I think what we’ll have to do is we’ll have one guy working on a
little bit of race stuff; the other guy working on qualifying and flip-flop it, and hopefully try to arrive at a
reasonable package for both.”
***
(More)
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After pulling out of this year's shuttle services, IndyGo announced May 2 that a waiver now
permits Park and Ride service to the Indianapolis 500 on May 25.
In February, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) unveiled new guidelines detailing how
public transportation agencies can support local events. The guidelines are designed to limit public
subsidized services from unfairly competing with private sector charter services. Public transportation
agencies could face federal penalties and loss of revenue for noncompliance.
Roundtrip shuttle tickets for the Indianapolis 500 cost $15. Children age 2 and under ride free.
Tickets will be available at all boarding locations the day of the Indianapolis 500. Advance ticket
purchases may be made in person at the IndyGo Customer Service Center located in the Indianapolis City
Market.
The express shuttle service will transport passengers to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
beginning at 9 a.m., four hours before the official start of the race. Boarding locations include two
locations in downtown Indianapolis and the airport.
Passengers can board the buses at the following locations:
Downtown
•Illinois and Market - near Monument Circle
•IUPUI Lot 73 - off of Michigan and Blackford Streets
Indianapolis International Airport
•Main Terminal - lower level, Terminal Drive
•International Arrival Parking - located on Banner Avenue and Pierson Drive
Passengers will be dropped off on Main Street near Gilman Street, which will also serve as the
pick-up location after the race. Shuttle service will continue for three hours after the official end of the
race.
Some of the shuttle locations charge individual parking fees. For information about parking fees,
please visit www.indydt.com (downtown locations) or www.indianapolisairport.com (airport location).
For more information about IndyGo's routes and services, contact the Customer Service Center at
(317) 635-3344 or stop by the center in the Indianapolis City Market. Details are also available online at
www.IndyGo.net.
***
Sarah Fisher Racing (SFR) today announced a partnership with Indiana University Purdue
University Indianapolis (IUPUI), an urban research and academic health sciences campus with 21 schools
and academic units, that includes sponsorship of Sarah Fisher’s No. 67 Honda-powered Dallara for the
upcoming Indianapolis 500.
The sponsorship of Sarah Fisher Racing is a collaborative effort between the IU School of Liberal
Arts, the Purdue School of Engineering and Technology and the IUPUI campus administration.
Fisher was one of the first students in the Engineering Dual Degree Program, a joint effort
between Purdue School of Engineering and Technology, IUPUI and Butler University. Fisher has been a
helping hand with the School of Engineering and Technology, as well as several units on campus, and has
made personal appearances to meet and talk with undergraduate students.
SARAH FISHER: “The group at IUPUI has become great friends of mine over the years. I have
talked with students many times, and at one time, I, too, was a student at IUPUI. I’m honored to be
associated with a university that has such prestige. Education has always played an important role in my
life, and I hope through our association others can share in that importance.”
***
(More)
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Roger Yasukawa, announced today as driver for CURB/Agajanian/Beck Motorsports, used the
rain delay today to complete a photo shoot with new sponsor hhgregg. Yasukawa posed in his No. 98
CURB Records/hhgregg/Real Power Dallara/Honda/Firestone outside of his garage while dozens of fans
looked on, taking shots of their own.
ROGER YASUKAWA: "Actually, since we were able to get the deal finalized yesterday, we
just wanted to get a quick photo shoot done for the sponsors, hhgregg, CURB Records and RealPower, so
at least we could get that sorted out. Hopefully we'll be on track so we can get some better ones - some
actual running photos. It's just a bummer, not only for us, but for the fans that are out here. I really hope
it's going to clear. It's definitely looking better for Friday, hopefully. Who knows what's going to happen
tomorrow. I'm very happy that the hard part is over and we get to have fun now."
***
Jaques Lazier, who made six starts in the Indianapolis 500 from 2000-07, was in the garage area
looking for a drive.
JAQUES LAZIER: “If it pays off, great, if it doesn't, that's the way it works, but we've been
working pretty hard on it this past week and a couple of months before that, working sponsorship. It's
tough right now, and we've definitely got a lot more interest. When the unification occurred, there was a
lot more interest from corporate America, but it's still awfully tough right now. Everybody’s wallets are
pretty thin, and it's tough to allocate funds right now. But there's a few opportunities that still exist out
here. Obviously, weather is playing a big part out here. There's some teams out here that are struggling
that may be saying on Saturday, ‘Hey, we need to get our car in the field,’ and may be looking for
someone with a little more experience. If that's the case, there's not a whole bunch of people here that
don't have a ride who have much more experience than me. You’ve got to stay optimistic and keep
beating the path, and hopefully after two pairs of shoes, it will work out. It's always great to be here
during the Month of May, no matter how you look at it. It's always fun to talk to old friends and to joke
around about whether we're going to be able to make it out today, and if you do, do you really want to
make it out anyway. The track is going to be cold, and if you can go out a lot of people are going to go
out at the same time, so it's going to be chaotic out there. I don't think you can learn that much, but at the
same time you have to look at the big picture, and the big picture is that the 25th might be the identical
conditions as you run today. Even if you only go out there for 20 laps or something and just kind of get an
idea of the kind of car you have and the setup you have, the engineers today are so darn good that they
can come back over here and look at what they did and say, ‘You know, next time the conditions are like
this, I would do this to the car to make it a little bit better and more comfortable for the driver.’ So, yeah,
there's benefit to going out in these kinds of conditions, but you can go from hero to zero and it not be
anybody’s fault. You're just fighting a very cold track.”
***
Alex Barron, who was a finalist to drive the No. 98 car, is still searching for opportunities with
other teams. Barron has made five Indianapolis 500 starts, recording a best finish of fourth in 2002.
ALEX BARRON: “I'm still just talking to everybody. With the rain coming in, I'm sure that
there will be a lot of guys trying to get the thing in the show quick. You never know. Every year,
something happens. It's unpredictable. I just need to make sure I'm around, and hopefully I'll get a chance.
I think later on in the week (the poor weather) might help my chances. It's hard to say how many cars are
going to try to qualify, but at the same time, everyone wants to get in as early as possible because of the
conditions, and sometimes teams and drivers try harder than they should at a particular moment, and
being here racing the race quite a few times has a bit of pull. I just have to wait and see. I made the
commitment to do everything I can to get in, and I'll be here ‘till’ at least Sunday and hopefully I'm
racing.”
***
(More)
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Wii Fit, Nintendo’s newest video game, is the primary sponsor on the No. 16 entry driven by
Alex Lloyd. The sponsorship comes from a partnership with Nintendo and Target. Lloyd is under contract
to Target Chip Ganassi Racing and is driving a combined effort between the Ganassi team and Rahal
Letterman Racing.
ALEX LLOYD (No. 16 Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi): “This is very exciting for me as
the fact that I will be in the No. 16 Wii Fit Honda is pretty cool. I love playing video games and working
out. This is a great combination of the two. As far as the race goes, to drive for two racing legends like
Chip (Ganassi) and Bobby Rahal is a thrill for me. Any race car driver dreams of winning this race, and I
am going to relish every moment of the month.”
***
A media panel will select the recipient of the Scott Brayton Award for the first time this May.
Past recipients were selected by Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials from the award’s inception in
1997 through 2007.
The Scott Brayton Driver’s Trophy is awarded to the driver best exemplifying the character and
racing spirit of late driver Scott Brayton, who suffered fatal injuries in a practice crash during the 1996
Indianapolis 500 after winning his second consecutive pole for the event. The award will be presented
during the Indianapolis 500 Victory Celebration on Monday, May 26 at the IMS Plaza Pavilion.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
The start of practice has been delayed due to light rain.
At 4:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 81 percent and
winds from the west at 12 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 71 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
4:56 p.m. – RUNNING YELLOW. #8 Power, #34 Camara, #15 Rice, #17 Hunter-Reay, #44
Papis and #16 Lloyd are the first cars on track. Light mist reported in Turn 3.
4:58 p.m. - #41 Simmons turns his first lap of the month.
5:02 p.m. – RED. Heavy mist reported in Turn 3. Eleven cars combined to turn 12 laps.
5:10 p.m. – RUNNING YELLOW.
5:13 p.m. - #98 Yasukawa turns his first lap of the month.
5:19 p.m. – GREEN.
5:49 p.m. – YELLOW and CHECKERED. Rain reported in Turns 3 and 4.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
1.
9
Scott Dixon
2.
10
Dan Wheldon
3.
26
Marco Andretti
4.
27
Hideki Mutoh
5.
7
Danica Patrick

Speed
222.834 mph
222.810 mph
222.801 mph
221.868 mph
221.683 mph

FASTEST SPEEDS BY NON-QUALIFIED DRIVERS:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
24
John Andretti
221.386 mph
2.
15
Buddy Rice
220.277 mph
3.
36
Enrique Bernoldi
220.105 mph
4.
99
Townsend Bell
220.020 mph
5.
18
Bruno Junqueira
219.981 mph
(More)
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Fifteen Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy Racing League safety vehicles combined to drive
more than 6,750 miles today in their track-drying efforts. That equates roughly to a roundtrip between San
Diego and the Maine/Quebec border. Each of the 15 vehicles logged approximately 450 miles.
***
INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “Obviously, the
weather is the same for everyone, but it's still disappointing to get so little time on track in the Indiana
Jones/Blockbuster car. We still need a couple of days of full-tank runs to get a good handle on the race
setup. It has been good, though, because the rain has given us some extra time to sign autographs and talk
to the fans who paid to come out and didn't get to see any action.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “We know that the 7-Eleven car will be ready for Race
Day, but it would still be nice to get as many full-tank runs in as possible. Hopefully the weather will
cooperate tomorrow.”
ALEX LLOYD (No. 16 Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi): “It was nice to get in the car and get in
at least a few laps today with the way the weather was looking. We were basically just doing leak-checks,
having had the accident and put the car back together again. We wanted to make sure everything was OK.
We got what we needed to accomplish today. The car is OK, and we know what we need to do. Hopefully
if we get some running in tomorrow, we can get a couple more laps at speed and see what we can do.”
(How are you feeling after your accident last week?): “I feel fine, absolutely perfect. One-hundred
percent.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “Even though we had a short day, it was still
great to be out there on the racetrack. We went out in our race configuration, and I was really pleased
since every time we go back to our known quantity, the car is good. We just hope we can get it to work
with a bit more consistency so that we will be able to get a bit more of the speed that we think the car is
capable of. Considering we just did short runs, I am pretty happy. With the track conditions as they are, it
is crazy for us to try any qualifying runs today. Over Turns 3 and 4 there were huge dark clouds, and I
was just waiting for it to pour down. We will have plenty of time Friday to get the car up to speed and
where we want it for qualifying, so I am not concerned as they pay you the big bucks to race, not qualify.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “I wish the weather would have allowed the Motorola team
some more practice time today, but I am happy with the time that we did get. My crew was able to make a
couple of changes that made the car feel real balanced. Hopefully we can get a full day of practice in
tomorrow.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “I'm going to guess that the trucks out there have
done more laps than any Indy cars this month. I think we'll get some running in this week, and all three
cars will be focusing on the race. We'll certainly have plenty of tires. We've missed so much track time
that we'll be using Saturday and Sunday to run, as well, when there are breaks in the qualifying line. I
think you are going to see a lot of people taking advantage of as much track time as possible. You want to
get out there when there are a bunch of other cars out there to run race setups, but when that track does
goes green, with the limited amount of time we have had, I'm going to bet that everyone will be out there
at the same time.”
(More)
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A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “I'm not going to get too worried or get too frustrated because the
way we unloaded the car on Opening Day, we had a basic race setup, and we know what that felt like. We
haven't been able to do full-tank and long runs, but I think we still know what direction to go to. The one
thing we can't control is Mother Nature, so you might as well not get too upset or frustrated about it.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “This has been a very different
week than I have ever had at Indy with all this rain and such short amount of track time. I guess the good
thing is that it gives us plenty of time to do a lot of strategizing, and we know where we want to be and
what we're going to do when we go out there. It's just a little frustrating, to be honest with you, especially
in my situation where I haven't had a lot of track time. Thank God I'm with this Vision team with guys
that run full time, engineers that do this full time, so I'm ahead of the game a little bit. Hopefully the rest
of the week will be clear, but we won't hold our breath just yet.”
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “(About weather): “Yeah, it is
disappointing. Our team, being a fresh team to the league and the series, it's disappointing, but what can
you really do about the weather? You just have to try to plan around it as best you can, and the Indy 500
is certainly about people who can alter their plans and change for the adverse conditions. I think, if
anything, it's only educating us for Race Day. I come from sprint cars, so if you don't get it done in four
laps, you won't. It gives us some time to work on the car a little bit more and perfect things that we may
or may not have had time to do coming into the month of May. So whether or not it's raining, we're still
taking advantage of time, and we're still working toward making the car faster and faster every day,
whether it's on the track or in the shop.” (About struggle with sponsorship): “Any publicity is good
publicity, and certainly the publicity that we've received out of the folks that are supporting our team is
tremendous in the fact that it has attracted IUPUI and it's attracted Hartman Oil out of Kansas. Both of
those associates would have not been on board, probably, if they hadn't known that we were having
trouble. So all the press is great, and the more exposure that we get, the more we're able to tell our story.
Say, ‘Hey, here's where we were and here's what we thought was going to happen, and then it didn't.’ It's
a lot more work for the month of May than I thought it was going to be for myself. I thought once I got
here and I cleared the check, the wires deposited, all is good. All I have to do is focus 110 percent on race
car driving, and I've had to spend some time on team ownership. The rain really hasn't bothered me from
being a team owner, but it has from a driver, so it's the devil on one and the angel on the other.”
ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 98 CURB Records/hhgregg/Real Power): “For a shakedown today, it was
pretty good. We got a couple of runs out of it, but we still need to sort out the aero balance, and we can do
that tomorrow. It’s nice to get the shakedown out of the way so we can focus on going faster tomorrow. I
would have certainly loved to have had more track time, but it is what it is.” (On being back at
Indianapolis): “It’s great to be here, and every lap you go around here, you have to really appreciate it
because you don’t get to do that every day. I’m smiling in the car every turn I go through.” (On racing
once again with Beck Motorsports): “We’ve got the same crew (we had in Motegi) and (team owner)
Greg (Beck) is doing the engineering part, and I think the most important thing is he knows my
vocabulary and how I explain how the car is doing. Once we get a little more track time, we will be
moving up the chart.” (On focus during Thursday’s practice): “We’ll probably focus a lot more on the
race setup. It’s very important to have a good platform to work with, and there is no need to keep
trimming the car out without having a good platform. We’re probably risking a lot at that point, so we’re
just going to have to play it by ear with the weather. I would say once we get the fundamental stuff sorted
out, we’ll be up there.”
(More)
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JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 24 Roth Racing): “The direction we were going in was a big battle. I think the
car is pretty good. I mean, a little bit of nerves going out on cold tires and making sure that I got
everything underneath me. But then by Lap 3, then I could run, and my cousin Marco (Andretti) passed
me, and the car in the back of him just got the tires going then. We're basically in a race for downforce. I
felt pretty good about it at that point, and I think that we have a pretty good, solid car that we can start
coming and we can get some more speed out of it now. I'm not worried about the race; I'm worried about
qualifying. I don't have a lot of experience with these cars right now, but I have a lot of experience around
the Speedway, and I think working last year with Panther Racing really helped me a lot. Vitor and I got to
talk to them a lot, so that really accelerated what I had for this year. Last year, I didn't even start until
tomorrow, so I think that I'm way ahead of my game now, and I feel like we've got a good solid baseline.
We'll work from there. I know there's more speed in it, and how much more we need I think is going to be
pretty small compared to where we are right now. I was pretty surprised we even got any track time. I
think there is a little bit of age in me, because when I start seeing raindrops on my visor, I said, 'OK, I'm
done,' and then they threw the yellow, and now the track is all wet. So I guess maybe I'm not as brave as I
used to be or maybe just not as dumb as I used to be. But I think that today we learned a lot. We took a
big jump at the setup. We learned some things on Saturday, and we really feel really good that we're
getting closer to where we need to be. We were in race trim configuration downforce-wise, so I think that
a lot more speed can get built in the car.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “We weren’t able to accomplish a lot today.
We wanted to put a few miles on some parts on the McDonald’s car, and that’s about all we did. We went
out at the end with some new tires after having run old tires before that and were trying to put down a
baseline just to quantify a few changes we’ve made since Saturday, and I got halfway around on my first
timed lap and it rained. As I was finishing my out lap, the guys came on the radio and said it was raining
in Turn 3. Just when I was thinking we would get a chance to baseline it and learn something, we had to
stop. We did a few laps on old tires, and that was about it today. We have a lot of work to do on Friday
and Saturday in terms of race setup.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “We didn’t get much done in terms of setup
today, but we had some parts we needed to get broken in, so I guess we accomplished something. It’s
better to do it today than to waste time on another day, but it’s tough to not be on track more. I’m one of
those guys that over-thinks things a little too much, and any time you are going over 200 mph and you see
rain drops on your visor … I don’t like that too much. Overall, we got those parts broken in and also
know that the car has too much understeer in traffic. Based on the forecast, we consider tomorrow gone.
The forecast is good for Friday, and I think we’ll just work on race setup and even again on Saturday
morning. We had a good qualifying car so we’ll just throw that setup on, and I think we can get in the
field comfortably and go from there.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “Assuming it will rain again tomorrow, it was good that
we got some track time today. We were able to try some of the setup changes on Formula Dream car, and
we were able to get a pretty balanced car. So we are happy with what we were able to accomplish in such
a short time.”
(More)

DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2008
Page 9
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “I was able to get a longer run at the end
and get a better feel for what the KV Racing Technology Aussie Vineyards – Team Australia car does
over a number of laps. The conditions were pretty cool conditions, and the track was green, so I wasn’t
able to get up to speed. These rain days have been frustrating, but we only have a certain number of tires
and a certain number of miles we can do on the engine anyway. But it has definitely been more rain than
we need.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “The rain is a little bit frustrating. It’s like going to
the office, seeing all the work you need to get done and not being allowed to do it. It is the same for
everyone; it just makes things tougher for the guys like us that need to qualify this weekend. We only
have two days, and it looks like it will rain tomorrow, so just Friday, to work on the race setup and feel
confident about the qualifying run on Saturday. It is going to be very interesting. For the KV Racing
Technology team, we had hoped to test a lot this month and catch up to the established teams. We have
caught up some, but these rain days are not helping us that much. I really don’t think it makes much
difference if you start 12th or 20th at this point; I would just like is to have a good race car. Our focus on
Friday will be to make the show and make sure we have a good race car.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “The track was green, and a lot of people didn’t
think we were going to run because there was quite a bit of mist. We got maybe 15 or 20 laps. We just
wanted to see how the car handled in traffic. Because there was so little laps, everybody was out there, so
we got to run in traffic a little bit and see how the balance was. We have a little bit of understeer,
especially in traffic, It was pretty decent, but it was basically about who got the biggest tow. I think Dan
(Wheldon) and I had a few decent tows when we were trying to pass cars, and so did Marco (Andretti). It
was a good day for Team Target because you learn something every time you are on track.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “We were working on race stuff, and we
didn’t get a lot of time, but I think we have an idea of where our car is at. What we’re going to do now is
try an improve it.” (About the conditions): “You take (the conditions) into consideration with downforce
levels and stuff like that. We’re just trying to simulate what race conditions may be like.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “It was good to finally be back on track. I was back in the 34 car,
after driving the 36T car last week, and it’s still there. Our setup today was a race setup; we were trying to
see where we are. Tomorrow if we have track time, we will focus on qualifying, but I think we’re good. It
was just 35 minutes, but I am happy with the car. We were going to improve, but the rain came back, so
we couldn’t do anything. As soon as we have track time, we are going to be there, adjust some things, and
we’re going to be good.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “It was good because it had been three
days that I wasn’t in the car. It’s always good to get mileage, and you always learn on a track like this
one. Today went well. It was good preparation in case we have a day like this on Saturday for qualifying.
You have to be ready to go out there no matter what time the session starts, and you also have to be able
to get the best out of the car in any condition. Now we will keep our fingers crossed that we can have
more track time tomorrow and Friday before qualifying this weekend.”
(More)
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MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/Pacific Coast Motorsports): “Wow … this is crazy
weather. I am grateful for the 22 laps we ran because for us every lap is like gold. We ran just enough to
get an idea of how the changes we’ve made over the last few days feel. We are still fighting too much
understeer, but at least we know that and the engineers have something to work with tonight. I just
returned today from Mexico City, where I received a very nice honor yesterday when the city named me
their Official Ambassador of Sport and Tourism. I’ve received such incredible support from my home
city, and it makes me very proud. Hopefully the sunshine will return, and we’ll be back on track making
more progress tomorrow.”
***
A total of 40 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-five
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 5,595 laps this month. Will Power turned 25 laps
today and has turned 311 this month, most of any driver. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy
Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
THURSDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
*** END DAY 9 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Scott Dixon and Dan Wheldon participated in a press conference at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. A transcript is available at www.indycar.com/media and in the racks on the fourth floor of the
Media Center.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
At 11:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 60 degrees with a relative humidity of 68 percent and
winds from the east at 14 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 67 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. #6T Briscoe leads a group of 10 cars on track.
12:04 p.m. – Eighteen cars have been on track, completing 59 laps.
12:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch. Twenty-six cars have been on track,
completing 183 laps.
12:13 p.m. – GREEN.
12:34 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:43 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Indiana Pacers forward-guard Danny Granger was the honorary starter of today’s practice.
DANNY GRANGER: “It's unbelievable how fast they drive those cars. I've never experienced
anything like that. I got kind of dizzy when the first one was coming at me so fast. I kind of flinched
because I wanted to make sure I didn't fall onto the track. It's amazing, it really is. You have to respect
them. When I went around in the Pace Car, it's very hard to control that car when it's going that fast. I
couldn't do it. I have a lot of respect for race car drivers and their abilities. There's no possible way I could
fit in one of those cars. I barely fit in the Corvette, and that was a Pace Car. It was an exciting, scary
experience. It's just amazing to be that close to the Indy 500 cars. I've never been that close before. You
just don't get to do that every day. When I was in the Pace Car, I was getting sick to my stomach, and we
were only going 100 miles an hour.” (Do you follow any IndyCar Series drivers?): “I know Tomas
Scheckter. I'm pretty good friends with him, so every time I watch a race, I watch him.”
(More)
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XM Satellite Radio will air extensive live coverage of the 92nd Indianapolis 500.
The 500-Mile Race can be heard on the IndyCar Series Racing channel (XM channel 145) starting
with a pre-race show at noon (ET) May 25. Qualifying May 17-18 will be carried on Ch. 145, along with
May 23 Carb Day events -- including the Firestone Freedom 100 and the IMS Radio Network show “Indy
Live.” A full list of dates and times are online at www.xmradio.com/irl.
Andretti Green Racing drivers Danica Patrick, Tony Kanaan, Marco Andretti and Hideki Mutoh will
join team co-owner Michael Andretti live from the Speedway for a special edition of their weekly XM radio
show “Andretti Green Racing Hour” on May 21 (7-8 p.m. ET on XM Sports Nation, XM Channel 144).
XM Sports Nation has daily coverage of the Indy 500, led by “Powershift” hosted by Joe Castello
(8-10 p.m. ET weeknights on XM 144). Castello will host the show live from the Speedway on May 22 and
23, and he will host special editions of the show at noon May 24 and 11 a.m. May 25.
***
The No. 98 CURB Records/hh gregg/Real Power Beck Motorsports car driven by Roger
Yasukawa carried the logo of the National MPS Society on its sidepods during practice in recognition of
International MPS Awareness Day.
It is a day for families and medical professionals to celebrate and remember people with
mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS) diseases -- a family of rare diseases that occur because of the body’s
inability to produce specific enzymes.
Founded in 1974, the National MPS Society seeks to find cures for MPS and related diseases, and
provide support for affected individuals and their families through research, advocacy and awareness.
***
1:35 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch.
1:38 p.m. – GREEN.
At 2 p.m., the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 63 percent and
winds from the east-northeast at 13 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 78 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
2:03 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris between Turns 1 and 2.
2:07 p.m. – GREEN.
***
The Indiana Section of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) will present the 42nd annual
BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award at 10 a.m. Friday, May 16 in the Economaki Press Conference
Room at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Media Center.
The award honors early racing pioneer Louis Schwitzer and acknowledges individuals with the
courage and passion to explore and develop new concepts in racing technology. The winner earns
$10,000, with an additional $1,000 scholarship to the engineering school of the winner’s choice, doubling
that amount if the winner was a past Formula SAE participant.
This year’s BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award candidates:
•Variable Ratio Rack and Pinion Steering Technology – Bishop Steering Technology
•Paddle Shift System – Xtrac/Magaline/Honda
•Micro-Channel Heat Exchanger – Mezzo Technologies
BorgWarner sponsors this prestigious $10,000 award.
***
The fourth annual Latino Swing Golf Classic is scheduled for May 16 at the Brickyard Crossing
Golf Course. Presented by Latino Community Development, the event raises funds for Latino families that
are in need throughout the state of Indiana. IndyCar Series drivers Mario Dominguez and Milka Duno will
participate in the morning.
(More)
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Indianapolis 500 veteran Sarah Fisher spoke this morning on behalf of the Indiana Click It or
Ticket seat-belt law enforcement program.
SARAH FISHER: “The month of May is a month that is synonymous with racing. A longtime
tradition that evokes pride and the spirit of sportsmanship, the Indianapolis 500 is more than an event for
me. It's my life. That's why, as a professional driver, when I'm driving in my personal vehicle, I make
buckling up my first defense against injury, both on the track and on Indiana's roadways. Since safety
behind the wheel is paramount for both myself and my team, I urge you to put the same amount of
importance in your own safety whether you're on the road, particularly during this time of year, as many
of you will travel to and from the race, to celebrate with family and friends on this great Memorial Day
holiday. What better way to continue Indiana's great racing tradition than to put safety first whether we're
in a race vehicle or on the streets. By buckling up when we hit the road, it greatly increases our chances of
crossing the finish line first and arriving alive. So remember, unless you want to risk a ticket, or even
worse, your life, buckle up Indiana, every time. Click it or Ticket.”
***
2:47 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection and corner sweep. Thirty-five drivers have turned 1,687
laps today.
At 3 p.m., the ambient temperature was 63 degrees with a relative humidity of 69 percent and
winds from the east-northeast at 14 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 74 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
3:05 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Twenty-seven people camped out overnight on the grounds of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
May 14, and another 30 are expected tonight as part of Wheeler Mission’s Operation Restoration, a
program to raise funds for rehabilitative programming at the homeless shelter in downtown Indianapolis.
Among the campers May 14 were Tony George, CEO of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and
his wife, Laura; Indiana Pacers coach Jim O’Brien; Indianapolis Indians general manager Cal Burleson;
and Jerry Throgmartin, president of H.H. Gregg.
High-profile individuals will camp at the Speedway every night from May 14-18. Each night is
sponsored at a minimum of $50,000.
***
5:23 p.m. – Reports of light mist on the frontstretch and in Turn 2.
5:25 p.m. – Reports of light mist in Turn 4.
5:42 p.m. – YELLOW. Reports of light rain around the track.
5:54 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
Thirty-five cars were on track today, turning 2,628 laps, most of any day this month and 31 percent
of the month’s total. Previously, the most laps on a single day was 1,471 by 32 cars on Saturday, May 10.
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
6T
Ryan Briscoe
223.708 mph
2.
3T
Helio Castroneves
223.284 mph
3.
9
Scott Dixon
223.192 mph
4.
11
Tony Kanaan
222.880 mph
5.
12
Tomas Scheckter
222.804 mph
(More)

DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2008
Page 4
FASTEST SPEEDS BY NON-QUALIFIED DRIVERS:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
8
Will Power
222.657 mph
2.
24
John Andretti
222.474 mph
3.
18
Bruno Junqueira
222.303 mph
4.
15
Buddy Rice
222.252 mph
5.
33
E.J. Viso
222.108 mph
INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “I think we had a
tough day today, but you have those kinds of days at the Speedway. We had the same balance problem all
day today that we had during our run yesterday, no matter what we seemed to throw at it. We have to hit
the books tonight and work as a team and see what we can do to make the Indiana Jones/Blockbuster car
handle a bit better.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “It was a good day for the 7-Eleven team since we got a lot
of good running time today. We are finally at the point where we want to be. We have enough
information today, so we need to gather all of it together and make the car better tomorrow.”
ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 98 CURB Records/hh gregg/Real Power): “If feels great to be on track.
We were obviously searching for a little bit of speed and were going through the fundamental stuff. But
I’m sure we’ll pick up a bunch of speed tomorrow. It’s just our second day on track, and we’re just trying
to adapt to the conditions this year. It’s not where we want to be at this point, but we’ll think about it
overnight, and I’m sure we should be up there tomorrow.” (About feelings going into qualifying): “I’ll
definitely need another day to make the car a little more comfortable to drive, but I think we made a huge
improvement. We’ve got 75 percent of the problem sorted, so I think we’re just searching for the last 25
percent. But we’ll be there.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “Today was productive for the Motorola team. We had some
ups and downs, but this is what we needed. We were able to do some long runs and figure out the
duration of the Firestone tires, rather than putting the stickers on. We are definitely getting there.”
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “We started in our race setup today,
and we learned we need to go in a different direction from where we were headed. It’s good that we
figured that out today, and it looks like it’s going to be a good day tomorrow. We’ll head in a different
direction and make a better go at it tomorrow.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing): “Today, unfortunately, the
weather, we thought it was going to rain the whole time, and it was extremely windy and cold. I am not
sure we got everything that we needed, but we certainly went through a lot of tests. We got some laps in
there, and we will look over it tonight and see, and maybe come out with a better car tomorrow. Our main
focus today was just race stuff and testing some stuff. It’s a new team, so we are just going through stuff
that we may have had questions on. Maybe some little changes, but at least we got a better idea of where
we are at.”
(More)
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HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “The Formula Dream car was great at the beginning of
the practice session, but as the weather changed, it became loose and I started to have hard time
controlling the car. The weather affects the car so much, and I realized how hard it is to have a consistent
car on the track. Luckily, we were able to try most of the setups we wanted to try today, so we will look at
the data tonight and hopefully we will have another productive day tomorrow.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “We worked really hard today. We spent most of
the day working on our race trim. I was not as fast as the top cars; we were maybe a mile (per hour) off
the pace. We tried to take off a little downforce, not qualifying trim but in that direction, and for whatever
reason we didn’t get all we wanted in speed from the car. As happy as I am for a race car, we still need to
figure out a little more for qualifying to get where we want to be for Saturday. It was great to get a full
day to run. We got the chance to make quite a few changes and really get some work done for Race Day.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “We did quite a bit of running today and
worked on race sets for the McDonald’s car. We worked on getting a good balance and tried to get a feel
for how much downforce to run. I think we learned some things, and we just have to analyze the data and
work out exactly how we stand compared to everybody else. We don’t think everyone’s been on the same
page. I know some people have put in some quick times, but I don’t think they were in full race trim. I ran
in traffic for a while. I just sat behind Tony (Kanaan) and was not too bothered by the turbulent air, so I
was quite pleased with that. I was able to hang on and run around, so generally the McDonald’s car is
feeling pretty good in traffic so far. We ran new tires and old tires and did a lot of full-tank running. We
were trying to figure out what to expect come Race Day and how to balance the car in difficult conditions
out there, as well, because the wind was such a factor. The 20-mph wind sock was completely horizontal;
it was pretty windy out there, and you could definitely feel it in the car. I was getting blown around.
Sometimes I would turn into the corner and the car would shoot down to the apex and hug the road, and
other times you would turn in and the car would just shift around and you would slide up to the wall. It
was hard to know what to expect lap after lap. I think the wind is more of a factor here because of the
speeds we are doing and the lack of downforce we have in the car. If the weather cooperates tomorrow,
we will keep working on race setup, because that is more important in order to get it as close to perfect as
possible come Race Day.”
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “We are happy to run a lot of laps today. We just
ran race setup and put the car in the top 10 for most of the day. Plus we got to work on pit stop practice
with the crew. Pit stops are very important here at Indy. I think that helped win the race for me in 2004.
We’ll keep working on the race trim for another day on Friday. Then we’ll throw the qualifying setup on
it for Saturday and put the car in the show. We definitely want the best race setup we can get.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing): “It was very good to run in
these conditions today. The wind moved the car around and running with other cars wasn’t real easy. It
was especially tougher in the later stages of the tire wear. The William Rast car wanted to move around a
little more. But overall it was a good day for all of the Dreyer & Reinbold team. We were able to run deep
into the tire life. So as we get ready for the race, it was great to get a lot of laps. We’re in the window with
the other teams with race setup. Buddy (Rice) had a good day, too. We feel confident since we have had
very little running this month with all of the rain. We have a good car.”
(More)
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MILKA DUNO (No. 23 CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “It was a very busy day for me. But I
am happy that we were on the track more today. It has been frustrating to sit around the garage and wait
for the rain to go away. I feel that we are getting the car better each day that we run. It was pretty windy
out there today, but we were able to do a lot of work with the car. I am looking forward to getting in more
laps on Friday.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 18 The Z-Line Car): “Today was good. It was the first time we ran the
whole day without raining or whatever, and it was good to put up some laps. I ran race setup, and the car
seems to do pretty good, even better than qualifying setup. I think we can start to take some downforce
off tomorrow to qualify Saturday. The car is much better today, better than last week. We are getting
better.”
MARIO MORAES (No. 19 The SONNY Car): “Today we improved a little bit on the car. We found
some more speed in the car, and we tried some setups for the race. I hope it doesn't rain on Saturday and
that we can qualify.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “We had a great day today. Our focus
remained race preparation and runs on full loads of fuel. We used both stickers and scuffed tires and tried
everything to get the balance of the car right. It was also beneficial to run in traffic and log some solid
track time this afternoon. I was very happy with the car today overall and think we are in a solid position
in terms of race preparation.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “I think the car was good for the most part, and
we executed our plan like we hoped we'd do today. Part of the day was dedicated to developing
mechanical grip and getting the balance of the car right. Today was based upon yesterday and the list of
things we were able to go through.”
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “It was definitely good to be back in the car. We got lucky
today with the weather I think. It was looking like it was going to rain all day, but it never did. The wind
was a factor, but I still think we made some progress with the car. Hopefully tomorrow we’ll have another
productive day and continue to work on our qualifying and race setups. It’s nice to be back at work, and I
look forward to every day that we are here at the Speedway. Even though it’s a long month, I’m really
enjoying it.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Team Penske): “Mother Nature definitely helped us out today with
the weather. We had a great opportunity during the session to run a lot of laps and try several different
things. I'm happy with the progress we made on the Team Penske car, and I think we're definitely moving
in the right direction. This afternoon was certainly needed after all the rain we've been getting, and a day
like today really helps to build our confidence on the track.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “The good part of the day was that I had a lot of seat time today,
and it was my first full session since my crash last week. But it was kind of a frustrating day because of
the weather, which I think was a major factor today. We tried different setups, but we didn’t really want
to chase the track because I don’t think it will be like this for qualifying or the race. Right now we will
look things over with the engineers and get ready for tomorrow.”
(More)
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ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “It was good to get a whole practice
session in today even if the weather wasn’t ideal, but like I said yesterday, you have to be ready to face
whatever Mother Nature sends our way. We were able to try different things in preparation for qualifying
this weekend. There is still some speed to find, but we will look over the data we collected today and take
advantage of our last full practice session tomorrow before qualifying on Saturday.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “Tomorrow might be different, and we may run just as much
(downforce), so we might have to change the car. We’ll see what it looks like on Race Day and try to put
to use what we have learned over these couple of days.” (On dealing with traffic today): “As Will (Power)
mentioned, a lot of those guys are probably already doing race preparation and not running all the time in
qualifying setup in short runs. We also want to be careful around the guys that aren’t qualified because
you never know, and they might be doing a low-fuel run and could run out of fuel in a corner. I think
when we started really running close, I was probably looking more for the guys who were already
qualified, but still we were able to run pretty confidently with the guys who weren’t qualified.”
MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/Pacific Coast Motorsports): “Today was a great
day for us. The rain stayed away, and we turned a lot of laps. We had the opportunity to really work with
the car - almost like a test in that we tried so many different combinations. Now that we have some
knowledge about the car under our belts, we will develop our qualifying setup tomorrow. It’s tough to get
the car stable, but I’ve got great engineers who are doing a very good job. I am really looking forward to
another big day of running tomorrow. It should be sunny and warmer, so I look forward to seeing how the
characteristic of the car changes in that weather. There are so many factors here. It is really quite
challenging, but I am excited about our progress today.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “It was pretty nice to be able to get some work
done today. I think everybody woke up expecting to be drenched today, so it was nice to get some laps in
and run a race setup on the car, which is something we hadn’t done here. We ran around 90 laps and made
pretty big strides. It was tough because it was extremely windy, and that hurts you pretty bad. For the race
setup, you really want to run with a whole bunch of guys, so from that standpoint it was good to run. But
once the wind started to pick up and it started to get a lot cooler, it wasn’t all that fun. I feel fine in traffic
now. I was having a lot of fun with Tony (Kanaan). Obviously, the more laps we get, the better we’re
going to be.”
DARREN MANNING (No. 14 ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing): “It was nice to get some laps in. We
had a lot of time with the rain to sort out what we needed. We made some good changes, and it's the most
comfortable I've been in the car, balance-wise. We stopped early to work through what we've done so far.
We have a lot of data to go through with both cars.”
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 41 AJ Foyt Racing): “We've been making progress all day. The car is much
better from yesterday, but it was great to get out then so we could figure out what needed to be changed.
We made adjustments all day. The car is more consistent, and I'm confident we'll find more speed.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “It was a strange day. Everybody thought it was
going to rain any second, and it ended up not raining at all. It was very humid and cold and windy, so the
conditions were very interesting. The KV Racing Technology team worked a little today on the race
setup, but we never really trimmed out the car. We are just trying to find a good, solid car for the race. I
am still not completely satisfied, but hopefully tomorrow we will have a full day of practice to continue
our work and improve the car.”
(More)
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JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 24 Roth Racing): “I think it was a good day. The wind is obviously strong.
We’ve got a program where we just need to get in the race and I think we've been good the last couple of
days, so we're going to try and stay on that plan and hopefully we continue to improve. We made some
big improvements today and we have to be good tomorrow.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Delphi National Guard): “Since the end of last year, we’ve struggled a little
bit. We struggled at the first race and Japan, too. It’s good to get back there. We hired a new engineer,
which is Dave Cripps, who comes with a lot of information and experience. Things have settled down,
and it’s made a big difference. It is good to be there. We had two Ganassis, then right afterward, two
Penskes, then right afterward three AGRs. That shows that what’s going on with our team is pretty good.
We’re right there. That’s the beginning of the work for the Delphi National Guard car. I think during the
race it’s going to be even closer. The car was pretty good today, and I feel pretty happy.” (About running
around non-qualified drivers in traffic): “I would say 95 percent of the runs, from what I saw, were race
runs. You can see by the times. 223 (mph), I don’t think many people tried qualifying simulations today.
Again, everybody is pretty experienced. Even though it’s the first time for some of them at Indianapolis,
the group is pretty experienced and in fast cars. You have to be careful, but more to protect yourself and
your car, which in our case is the car that we qualified.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “I guess we made a little bit of progress
from Saturday. Now our focus has gone more toward the race because I'm pretty confident that we'll get
in that 22 somewhere, that we'll qualify. Now we're focusing on long runs and figuring out what kind of
downforce we can run and how close behind people. I haven't had much experience running in traffic. So
that's where the focus is, and hopefully we can make some headway over the next couple of days. It was
very blustery today. You definitely felt that. It was very inconsistent lap to lap, but who knows, maybe
Race Day might be like this or qualifying Saturday might be like this, so it's always important to run and
get good ideas of wind directions and get a good idea about how the car operates.” (Impressions of Indy):
“It's been interesting. It's good for us because we get so much running time, and we need that on the
ovals. It gives the team a chance to develop the car a little bit more. Especially during the race. To finish
the race would be great for me because I'd get a lot of experience running in traffic. As far as an event
goes, it's second to none. It's huge. I was really surprised the first day how many people turned out and
also on qualifying days. For me, I'm really impressed, and it's a very unique track and I've enjoyed every
moment of it so far.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “I think we ran more laps today
than we have all month, which is really nice. The car had decent speed for race sims, and while the car
wasn't quite as comfortable as I would have liked, fortunately Ed (Carpenter) and Anthony (Foyt) were on
a completely different setup where they really liked the balance. We had just switched to that setup to try
it out at the end of the day when it started to rain. I'm feeling pretty confident because with the speeds
we're running with the car, not as I really wanted, it was still decent for race speeds. I think it was a good
day.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “It was a full day of track time today. We could
have gotten in more laps, but we started the day in the T-car and did 40-some laps before we decided to
go back to the primary car. We were trying different things with each car. We had a productive day as a
team. We got through some test runs that we needed to do, and I don't think we're too far from where we
need to be for a race pace and speed. We have a little more work to do, but we're feeling pretty positive
about it.”
(More)
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A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “This is the most we've run in a day, and it was pretty productive.
We definitely found some stuff with the car that we can move forward with tomorrow to get ready for the
race. We have definitely made progress from start to finish of the day. We’re very, very happy to have a
full day of running.”
***
A total of 40 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirty-five
drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 8,223 laps this month. Will Power turned 73 laps
today and has turned 384 this month, most of any driver. There were five yellow flags for 45 minutes. A
total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian
Emergency Medical Center.
***
FRIDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
*** END DAY 10 NOTES ***

DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2008
Page 1
TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series practice
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Jim Beam has awarded Ryan Cooledge of Surprise, Ariz., and three guests the exciting
opportunity to do “double-duty” by winning the Jim Beam 1100. The promotion allowed consumers and
race fans alike to carry out something that a professional driver has not attempted since 2003: participate
in the Indianapolis 500 and the 600-mile NASCAR race in Charlotte, N.C., thus experiencing 1,100 miles
of racing in the one day.
Cooledge and his guests will receive VIP treatment from the moment they arrive in Indianapolis.
Before Race Day, Cooledge will go for a high-speed ride around the historic 2.5-mile oval, and then on
Sunday he will go for a ride in the Pace Car and meet two-time Indy 500 champion, Helio Castroneves,
and rookie sensation Ryan Briscoe.
Upon the conclusion of the Indianapolis 500, Cooledge and his guests will fly via helicopter to
Indianapolis International Airport where they will board a private plane for Charlotte. Once they arrive in
Charlotte, they will be driven to the NASCAR race in the Jim Beam NASCAR street-legal two-seater.
BRIAN GALLAGHER (Manager of Motorsports, Jim Beam): “Experiencing the greatest day
in racing is a once-in-a-lifetime event for a consumer. By offering the winner and their guests the chance
to see these two races, we are able to connect our Indy Racing League and NASCAR sponsorships and
reinforce our commitment to racing.”
***
Six of Indiana’s traditional open-wheel races are scheduled for next week, culminating with the
92nd Running of the Indianapolis 500 on May 25.
The action begins Wednesday, May 21 with the ninth annual Banjo Glen Niebel Classic USAC
Sprint race at Anderson Speedway.
Thursday night features the 38th annual Tony Hulman Classic Sprint car race at the Terre Haute
Action Track. On Friday, USAC Silver Crown cars compete in the 56th Hoosier Hundred at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds.
Saturday’s action includes the 63rd Night Before the 500 USAC Midget car race at O’Reilly
Raceway Park in Clermont and the 60th Little 500 Sprint car race at Anderson Speedway.
***
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Luczo Dragon Racing, which qualified 11th with driver Tomas Scheckter for the 92nd Running of
the Indianapolis 500, is partnering with 12 champion athletes to raise money and awareness for charity.
This year’s team of champions is boxer Laila Ali, swimmer Natalie Coughlin, Hall of Fame boxer
Sugar Ray Leonard, five-time Pro Bowl quarterback Donovan McNabb, four-time Indy 500 winner Rick
Mears, World Champion skier Bode Miller, four-time Super Bowl winner Joe Montana, two-time NBA
MVP Steve Nash, NHL MVP Joe Thornton, four-time World Series champion Joe Torre, and tennis
greats Serena Williams and Venus Williams.
The LDR community development program was designed to raise money, increase exposure to
the sport of auto racing and encourage a philanthropic spirit that inspires others to make an impact in their
communities. Each year, Luczo Dragon Racing partners with 12 champion athletes, to match their No. 12
Symantec car, and donates approximately half of its racing profits to the charities supported by the
athletes. Last year, the team generated $500,000 for the charities.
Marcus Allen and Baron Davis, who were celebrity team members last year, are expected to
attend this year’s Indianapolis 500 as guests of the team.
STEVE LUCZO (Co-owner, Luczo Dragon Racing): “There are just not enough rich people in
the world to write checks big enough that will solve the problems we are all facing with respect to hunger,
at-risk children and the environment. It's just not sustainable. We wanted to build an economic engine in
sports that is sustainable, gets more people involved and can make a significant impact on our
communities.”
***
On most race weekends, Ray Leto can be found in the Firestone Indy Lights paddock, working
with the rest of Sam Schmidt Motorsports team on the race car of James Davison.
But the last few weeks have been tough for Leto because he's taken on a second job.
Leto is the race engineer for Luczo Dragon Racing, which is fielding an Indianapolis 500 entry
for Tomas Scheckter. Most of the Sam Schmidt Racing crew - including his longtime friend and fellow
engineer Tim Neff and team manager Chris Griffis – is working on the Indianapolis 500 entry of Rubicon
Racing and driver Max Papis.
Leto returns to SSM for the Firestone Freedom 100 beginning May 22 when the teams begin
practice and qualifications at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. He said the job will be easier than it was
when he last performed double-duty at Kansas.
RAY LETO: "We did a pretty good job the last few weeks sitting in the truck working on the
(Firestone Indy Lights) cars. We've been able to not talk about the big cars and keep those jobs separate.
It's good competition. Tim and Chris and those guys are great competitors. Sam (Schmidt) was good
enough to let me do what I wanted to do for the ‘500.’ It's been fun going up against those guys. We have
a whole day on Thursday to concentrate on James. Hopefully, we have the big car we have sorted out by
(Friday). If we don't have the Lights car sorted out by the end of qualifying, there's not much we can do
because the race just goes."
***
Firestone Indy Lights team owner Brian Stewart usually can be found on the golf course if he's
not at the racetrack.
Stewart spent May 15 at Quicksilver Golf Club near Pittsburgh, but not as a player. Stewart was
caddying for Canadian golf pro Dan Payton during U.S. Open local qualifying. Payton shot 74 and earned
a trip to the sectional in Columbus, Ohio, on June 2 in a two-hole playoff.
BRIAN STEWART: "I've done this before with Dan but walking these 7,000-yard courses that
go up and down wears you out. Dan was the leader in the clubhouse after the round was over, and I joked,
'If this goes to a playoff, you’re on your own.'”
***

DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2008
Page 3
Danica Patrick formally renewed a partnership with Swiss watch brand Tissot, signing a two-year
contract extension during a press conference today at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Patrick became
Tissot’s first female “U.S. Ambassador” in 2005.
Francois Thiebaud, president of Tissot Worldwide, presented Patrick with a Tissot PRC 100
Limited Edition watch that bears her name. The watch includes 27 glittering diamonds on a mother-ofpearl dial.
FRANCOIS THIEBAUD: "Danica is an exceptional race car driver, athlete and a fantastic role
model for both men and women around the globe. We are happy and proud to have her represent our
brand in addition to being an integral part of the Tissot family. Danica's determination led to her historic
first win, and she fits perfectly with the brand's values of innovation, quest for performance and stretching
oneself to the limits. It is these common features that produce a truly successful collaboration between
Danica and Tissot."
DANICA PATRICK: "I love what I do. I'm happy and grateful to be where I am, but hard work
continues. Hard work to be the best at what I do, and I'm sure you understand that. To be good at anything
takes a lot of hard work. This relationship with Tissot is one that I value very much. I have a lot of fun
with it, I really enjoy it, and I love the products. Tissot was the first watch that I ever had. I think I was
going through Heathrow Airport when I was around 13 or something, and I needed a watch. I saw this
watch, it was two-tone and it was small, very feminine, and it was the first watch I ever had. I thought it
was called Tiss-aht, so, my, how far we've come. The products are amazing, and there are just so many
for so many occasions. I'm not going to tell you how many I have. That would be rude. Again, I've had a
lot of fun with it. I'm so glad to be continuing this relationship, and I hope that you're excited about it, as
well."
***
The winner of the Indianapolis 500 will travel in style to the IndyCar Series event at Texas Motor
Speedway, courtesy of Bombardier Learjet, the official business aircraft solutions provider of the Indy
Racing League and the title sponsor of the Bombardier Learjet 550k.
Bombardier, which also sponsors the Pagoda at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, will fly the
winner of the Indianapolis 500 to the June 7 race at Texas and back home again in a Learjet 45xr, an
eight-passenger jet with a range of more than 2,000 miles.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 62 degrees with a relative humidity of 56 percent and
winds from the north-northwest at 14 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 94
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. #3 Castroneves is the first car on track, followed by #6 Briscoe and #2 Foyt.
12:11 p.m. – YELLOW. #33 Viso does a quarter-spin to the left and makes moderate contact
with the wall in Turn 3 with the rear of the car. Car slides to a stop on the grass at the entrance of Turn 4.
Viso is assisted from the car by the Delphi Safety Team.
12:24 p.m. – GREEN. #91 Lazier turns his first lap of the month.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #33
Viso has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He has a minor abrasion
on his left knee. He is cleared to drive.
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “It just got loose in the middle of the corner.”
***
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12:47 p.m. – YELLOW. #8 Power does a half-spin in Turn 1 and makes contact with the left side
of the car with the wall. The car slides to Turn 2 and makes light secondary contact with the SAFER
Barrier before coming to a rest. Power climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety
Team.
12:57 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #8
Power has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia): “There was a lot of blustery wind
out there, and I just got caught out. I wasn’t even up to speed yet, and the car came around on me, sending
me into the wall. I am OK; I just have a few bumps and bruises on my knees and an ankle. Other than
that, I feel fine. This is obviously a setback for KV Racing Technology Aussie Vineyards – Team
Australia because of the track time we are going to lose, but I know the team will do what needs to be
done and we will be ready to qualify tomorrow.”
***
Fred Redmer, from Terre Haute, Ind., was the honorary starter today. Redmer, a native of
Rockford, Ill., took the picture of 2007 Indianapolis 500 winner Dario Franchitti’s car that appears on the
2008 Indianapolis 500 ticket.
Redmer served as the flagman at Rockford Speedway in the early 1980s. This will be the 31st
consecutive Indianapolis 500 that he has attended as a fan.
FRED REDMER: (About serving as honorary starter): "That's an unbelievable thrill. As many
years as I have been involved in racing, to have the Indy 500 participants come zooming by you at over
200 mph, (pause), hey, I don't think I'll ever forget this moment." (Nine days from now you'll be sitting in
your seats watching the race. How will today's experience change your perspective on that?): "I haven't
really started thinking toward the race. I'll still be thinking, at the start of the race, 'Wow, a week ago I
was there on the track with these guys.' I'm like a 5-year-old on Christmas morning. This is unbelievable."
(Walking in here on Race Day, you'll hold a ticket with your photograph on it. Your thoughts on that.): "I
hope my head fits through the gates. It's something that I never dreamed of, and I'll want to walk down (to
my seats) and say, 'This is my shot.' If I ever had a child, it's the only thing that could rival this event."
***
2007 Indianapolis 500 Chase Rookie of the Year Phil Giebler talked today about the intense work
that the American Dream Motorsports crew has performed in the last day to prepare his No. 88 Gardner
Trucking Panoz/Honda/Firestone to turn practice laps today and attempt to qualify this weekend.
PHIL GIEBLER: “It's been a long week and a pretty stressful day yesterday trying to get things
going. It was kind of a do-or-die situation if we were going to get out there for qualifying and get this
done, so we're just glad to get the American Dream Motorsports car put together, and we'll get the No. 88
car on the track today. I'm just glad we had the support from J.J. Albedie’s Concrete Construction that
helped us put this together.” (About the work it took to get the car done): “Basically, at about 5 o'clock
last night, we finalized a deal to get us the engine and the stuff that we needed. Everybody stayed late last
night, worked hard. I made sure the boys were fed. I got them dinner and energy drinks and some coffee,
just to keep them going, and I went and got some rest because I knew today was going to be a big day and
tomorrow is going to be huge for us.” (About help from other teams): “Really, there wasn't too much
help. I know we had to do a lot of things to get ready, and the owner here, Eric Zimmerman, has done a
great job. He's had a lot of hurdles to get over to get us here, and he's put in a lot of work. Everybody just
has faith, and we're all pushing hard. We're looking forward to getting the car out there and seeing what
we have to do.”
***
(More)
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Indianapolis 500 veteran Stephan Gregoire was in Gasoline Alley today, checking the prospects
for a ride in the 92nd Indianapolis 500.
Gregoire wants to race in the Rolex 24 at Daytona, Indianapolis 500 and 24 Hours of Le Mans in
the same year. He was on a team that finished 28th overall in the Rolex 24 in January at Daytona and will
drive a Pescarolo LMP1 prototype in the 24 Hours of Le Mans on June 14-15.
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “It’s good to be back at Indianapolis, but it would be better with a
ride. I’m here, everyone knows I’m here, and you never know at Indy. If someone has a problem and
needs a driver, I want to make sure they know I’m around and available if need be. Today’s Friday,
though, and it’s getting really late.” (On possibility of taking over a current driver’s ride): “These teams
have their drivers for the whole year, so it’s very hard for them not to commit to them. All those guys are
rookie drivers, but they are good drivers. They haven’t had much time to get used to the track, so you
never know. I just want to be available.”
***
Today is the 14th annual Bike to Work Day. Earlier this week, E.J. Viso entertained spectators and
himself by riding a unicycle in the garage area.
E.J. VISO: “I was bored with the bad weather and bought a unicycle. That’s what I did to pass
the time on the wet days. I tried it a couple of times before, but I really learned how to ride it here. It’s
very cool. I think it’s really good for your balance because in the car it gets like a unicycle.”
***
Bishop Steering Technology’s variable ratio rack-and-pinion steering, new to the 92nd
Indianapolis 500, received the 42nd annual BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award today at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.
The variable ratio rack-and-pinion steering technology developed by Bishop offers a number of
driver performance benefits, including reduced fatigue through improved ease in steering, more efficient
pit entry and exit, and improved maneuverability for hazard avoidance.
Engineers Andrew Heathershaw, Soungjin Wou and Nick Belonogoff of Bishop Steering
Technology and Andrea Toso from Dallara Automobili were honored for their work in the development
and implementation of this technology for the IndyCar Series. Bishop’s North American facility is based
in Indianapolis, while vehicle dynamics work on the system was performed in Sydney, Australia.
The award, presented to engineers by engineers, honors early racing pioneer Louis Schwitzer, and
acknowledges individuals with the courage and passion to explore and develop new concepts in racing
technology. BorgWarner sponsors this prestigious $10,000 award, which is presented by the Indiana
Section of the Society of Automotive Engineers.
SAE International also supports the Louis Schwitzer Award by providing a $2,000 scholarship to
the engineering school of the winner’s choice, which this year is Purdue University in W. Lafayette, Ind.
The winner’s names will be added to a permanent trophy on display at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Hall of Fame Museum.
The variable ratio rack-and-pinion steering system combines a range of steering rack teeth into
one compact, efficient system that is manufactured with a high-tech machining process that creates gear
tolerances of 1 to 2 microns. In the past, teams had to select one steering-rack tooth size for an event.
Development of the variable ratio rack-and-pinion steering system for the IndyCar Series started
in 2007 with Panther Racing, and Andretti Green Racing also joined in development with Panther and the
Indy Racing League last year. The technology became available to all IndyCar Series teams this season.
SOUNGJIN WOU (Engineer, Bishop Steering Technology): “This is another great tool to tune
the cars. It’s very exciting.”
KYLE MOYER (General manager, Andretti Green Racing): “With a variable rack, when
drivers go into a high-speed corner, it’s a six-tooth rack. When they go through a chicane, it’s a 10-tooth
rack. This system covers all of our bases.”
***
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Four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt will join President George H.W. Bush and 23 others
in Houston’s first global image campaign. The “My Houston” campaign is a project of the Greater
Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau.
The ad featuring Houston’s most famous race driver offers his unique perspective on his beloved
city, including his favorite restaurants and a recounting of his 200-mph drive on the 610 Freeway. It is
appearing in this month’s Continental In-Flight magazine as well as the May 19 edition of the Wall Street
Journal and the May 23 edition of USA Today.
Other participants in the campaign include singer Beyonce Knowles, CBS commentator Jim
Nantz, “Grey’s Anatomy” actor Chandra Wilson, PBS TV host Bill Stubbs, rock band Blue October,
Houston Dynamo soccer star Brian Ching, Olympic gold medalist Carl Lewis, “Project Runway” winner
Chloe Dao, country music stars Clay Walker, Clint Black and Lisa Hartman Black, Houston Rockets
center Yao Ming, Houston Texans coach Gary Kubiak, heavyweight champ George Foreman, entertainers
Hilary and Haylie Duff, PGA golfer K.J. Choi, “All My Children” actor Leven Rambin, Latin Grammy
winner Oscar de la Rosa and Grammy-winning gospel star Yolanda Adams.
A.J. FOYT: “Houston is where I was born and raised. It’s where my kids were born and raised it’s home. I have traveled all over the country, to Europe, Australia and Asia, but I love coming home to
Houston. It’s where I belong - it’s where my heart is.”
***
2:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 2.
3:01 p.m. – GREEN.
3:30 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection and corner sweep.
3:46 p.m. – GREEN.
4:15 p.m. – YELLOW. #6T Briscoe does a quarter-spin in Turn 1 and makes heavy contact with
the SAFER Barrier with the rear of the car. The car spins and slides to a rest in Turn 2. Briscoe climbs
from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
4:32 p.m. – GREEN.
5:26 p.m. - #06 Rahal whitewalls against the SAFER Barrier in Turn 1.
5:39 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch.
5:41 p.m. – GREEN.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #6T
Briscoe has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “I think the tires were getting a bit old, and I lost the
rear going down into (Turn) 1. I was a bit surprised because I wasn’t at full speed. I was coming up to
speed. I must have caught some dirty air from Marco’s (Andretti) car in front of me and just lost the rear.”
***
An authentic six-piece mariachi band performed for fans in the Dreyer & Reinbold suite before
spilling out to entertain fans below in Gasoline Alley during practice Friday afternoon.
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE DAY:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
9
Scott Dixon
223.713 mph
2.
3T
Helio Castroneves
223.411 mph
3.
6T
Ryan Briscoe
223.372 mph
4.
8
Will Power
223.039 mph
5.
06
Graham Rahal
222.959 mph
(More)
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FASTEST SPEEDS BY NON-QUALIFIED DRIVERS:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
8
Will Power
223.039 mph
2.
06
Graham Rahal
222.959 mph
3.
24
John Andretti
222.860 mph
4.
5
Oriol Servia
222.456 mph
5.
18
Bruno Junqueira
222.102 mph
***
INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Team Penske): “We had a good day today. We continued to work on
the race setup by doing long runs, and I'm happy with where we're at so far. Tomorrow we'll look to dial
in the Team Penske car, and hopefully we'll be ready to race.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “Today was not a good day. We have to get a better handle
on the Team 7-Eleven car.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “It was really nice to
get out there today and run a lot of laps in the Indiana Jones/Blockbuster car. We were able to use the
time today to make a lot of changes to the car. We’ve still got a lot of work to do this weekend to make
the race car better, though. Hopefully we’ll get a lot of time the next two days.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 18 The Z-Line Car): “Today went well with the car. We had some pretty
good lap times. I am happy. I think we have a chance to qualify, so I am not going to push the limit today.
I guess I just want to have a good balance. I am ready for tomorrow. I think that we can put the car in the
field and get a good position.”
MARIO MORAES (No. 19 The SONNY Car): “We had a good day, and we can improve more on the
car by getting some speed. I think we finished in eighth or ninth when I stopped practicing. I think it was
good. We improved a lot on the car for qualifying, and we hope tomorrow we can have a good day, too. I
am excited for tomorrow. It is going to be my second time out to try and qualify, and I think we are going
to do good.”
ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 KV Racing Technology): “It was finally a productive day for the KV Racing
Technology No. 5 car. We had no rain, normal temperatures, so we were able to do a lot of miles and try
as many ideas as we had in our heads. I am quite happy with the last two or three things we tried with the
car. They made it a lot more consistent. Today has made me very hopeful that we will have a very decent
car for the race.”
ALEX LLOYD (No. 16 Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi): “We struggled a little bit this morning.
With the conditions changing so much from yesterday to today, it made our car not work at all. So we
went back on a few things that we’ve learned, and I suppose we had a productively bad day in a way. We
learned what was not working, and I think we went back at the end and put a few things right. We’ve still
got a little bit of improving to go, but I think all being well, we should have a good day tomorrow.” (On
qualifying): “We know we’ve got a quick enough car to be solidly in the field. Obviously we want to get
close to that 12th spot, if not on the 12th spot. We know that if we can get to the wing level that we want to
get to, we’ve got a time that will be competitive enough to be 12th. We just have to make sure that we get
the car to work in the conditions tomorrow so we can run the wing that we need to run to get the time that
we need. If we can do that, we should have a good day.”
(More)
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RYAN HUNTER-REAY (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol): “We were chasing our
rear end on setup all day. Finally at the end, we ran on our own at almost 219, and that’s as quick as the
front guys are. We didn’t run in traffic. The way the car was, I think it’s kind of good we’re in the back
right now where no one thinks we’re there.” (On qualifying): “Qualifying’s really not important here. I’d
like to qualify high up there. I feel good about it. I have no doubts we’ll be in the teens somewhere.”
MARTY ROTH (No. 25 Roth Racing): “Tough day. We’re just battling Indy right now. It’s just been
one of those months for us. Hopefully we’ll have a car that we can get into the show.”
JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 24 Roth Racing): “It’s pretty hard to figure out what the right thing to do is
because of the weather. Obviously, we’re expecting some inclement weather over the weekend. We’ll just
have to wait and see. If we were running today, we could have learned some things, but I don’t know
what we would have figured out for qualifying. We know we’ve had a pretty good car the last three days
speed-wise. Hopefully tomorrow, if the weather and everything holds out right, we can get a good time
and worry about race setup.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “Today we were finally able to get the Motorola car in some
traffic, which is what we needed. When you are able to run close together, you are able to get a better idea
of what it is going to be like on Race Day. My crew was able to make some adjustments. We are not 100
percent where we need to be, but we are getting closer.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “We were working on the race setup earlier in
the day, and the McDonald’s car was pretty good when we started, so I was pleased with that. We tried to
change to qualifying trim toward the end and went out, and the balance wasn’t too good. I had a big
moment in Turn 1. I think it was more luck than judgment that the back came back in line. I basically
crashed but didn’t hit anything. It was the crash that never happened but should have. We thought that
was enough luck for today, so we put the car away. We’re going to try to sort out the qualifying setup in
the pre-qualifying practice session tomorrow. We’ll just take a big breath and try to sort it out. The car
has been good, but the track conditions have changed so much since we last ran the setup, and that has
made an impact on the handling.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “The car was pretty quick, and we were trying
to do a qualifying run simulation when I white-walled the tires. It was due to wind. I had lifted already,
and at that point there is not much you can do. You turn the wheel and you’re off the throttle, and it’s
tough to get the front end back. Unfortunately I went a little wide and just touched the wall. We have a
pretty good qualifying car, and we’re ready for tomorrow. Obviously, we hope the wind dies down. I
think we can be pretty quick.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “I am glad we got some track time today, but we
struggled a lot to fix the problems on Formula Dream car. It is very frustrating that we couldn’t figure out
what was wrong with the car. We will look into all the data from today and try to sort out what we can to
do to fix the problem. Hopefully we will have a better day tomorrow.”
MILKA DUNO (No. 23 CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “We were working on both Race Day
and qualifying trim. We did a lot of work today. We thought we were losing the balance on the car, but
we got it back. We again have the car we like. We need a few more things for qualifying, but we’ll see
what happens tomorrow in the first practice before qualifying.”
(More)
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BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “Most of the morning, we worked on race trim.
We were just trying to get it a little better. I think we’re pretty close, and we’re pretty happy. We’d like to
do some more runs. I’d like to get in at least two or three more full tank runs before the race if I can. Tire
(allotment) won’t be an issue. We’ll be OK. We did a qualifying run right there at the end. We did an OK
time. We’ll be OK. We just need to put it in the show tomorrow, get it over with, and call it a day. We’re
pretty happy with right all the way around with the Dreyer and Reinbold car.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing): “Obviously, I’d like to
qualify 12th. That’d be a good goal. We’re one of the stronger cars out there that hasn’t qualified yet. We
just need to be smart about it. It doesn’t matter if you’re 12th or 15th. As a racer, I’d like to be as high as I
can. That’s one less car I’d have to pass on the start.”
BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Hemelgarn Johnson): “Really, we didn't have the speed, but actually it was a
very positive day. First of all, I would like to thank Ron (Hemelgarn) because this is a great
opportunity even though it doesn't seem like it at the moment, because it was a last-minute, last-day
(program), but it's not from a lack of trying. I was over with my guys, Dennis and Brandon, and it was
3:30 in the morning and we had just finished car setup. I left in the rain and came back at 10 a.m. the next
day, and they had never left. They did real all-nighters. The fact that it's our first day on the racetrack, you
can't get mad when everyone is giving it everything they have. The deal just came together a little bit late.
It was actually a very positive day. We were working our platform, and we were just one step away, and
we just ran out of time. I actually think we're quite a bit better than we showed, but improvement is in
tomorrow's speed. It's not like it was an empty racetrack today. There was a lot of traffic. We were having
some radio trouble, you know, all of the first day things. The team hasn't been back this year, so it's
everything. I ran Craftsman Trucks all the way back to Las Vegas, which was only a few months ago. I
race every week. This is the Indianapolis 500. It's so critical and so weather-sensitive, and there are so
many elements. We did everything. There are no shortcuts. You can do shortcuts, but then you're going
to pay the price in the race with not a good race car, not a good platform. We are very quickly, very
rapidly going through the proper steps to be really good. I'm actually pleased. I'm disappointed with the
speed, but I think we're going to accept this one. He (Manning) probably could have qualified last Sunday
with 11 spots open, but for someone who came into it late, the weather played into our hands. You could
be up as far as 12th if you have a good run. We were going to be battling for 22nd to 33rd tomorrow, but
now it's all the way open to 12th. It's actually fallen into our hands. Give us a little more time, and we'll
see what we got. I think we're going to be pretty good in the morning and lay down some quick ones.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “We seem like we lost a little bit today, but then
we got it back later on in the last few runs. The wind impacted our performance a lot today. It made it
really difficult to judge what the car was doing because the wind was blowing a lot. We’ll look forward to
going out tomorrow for practice and getting our qualifying car ready to go.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Delphi National Guard): “It was nice to see the sun again. Overall, it was
another good day in the Delphi National Guard car. We kept working on what we started yesterday and
really focused on running in traffic today. We experimented a lot. I felt comfortable, and the car was
really strong when we ran with other cars. Today was the first day I got a real feel for what the race will
be like, and I’m happy. We’ll probably still run again tomorrow, but I already feel like we’re going to
have a great race car for the ‘500.’”
(More)
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DARREN MANNING (No. 14 ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing): (About being ready for Saturday):
“It's not like it was on Pole Day when you're trying to get in the top 11, so your approach is slightly
different, or our approach is ever so slightly different. I'm not so aggressive for trying to get in the show.
We're pretty comfortable that we're going to be in the show; it's just going to be a matter of where it's
going to be between 12th and, probably, about 18th. There's quite a lot of us who are going to see who is
going to risk the most. So this week, fortunately, we got some running yesterday and like four laps the
day before that on Wednesday, or whatever day it was. Today we did just as much running as we wanted
to do. Maybe we could have done a bit more, because the problem is now, we're in limbo-land. We're
doing half qualifying stuff and half race trim. We're trying to do full race stuff and go a little bit faster and
seeing what the car is doing. It's actually been a difficult week, all in all. It's been good to have Jeff
(Simmons) with us and have two sets of info to work with. That helped a lot today with the afternoon. We
kind of put both heads together and came up with a setup, and it came out pretty good.” (About an early
run on Saturday): “I think we're going to go. You know A.J. (Foyt) wants to, at least, put a four-lap run
together for us. I think everybody is going to be thinking the same. I think we line up sixth in line, and it
will actually quite good. Practice finishes up at 11:15, and we go out, be ready to go at 12:15, so it will be
actually quite good for us to get out there early because the track will be very similar to that morning
session.” (About pulling a qualified car to make another attempt): “If we're maybe in 30th spot or
something because I had a big lift or a massive moment, but I don't see us taking that much of a risk
where I'm going to have to get out of it and spoil a four-lap run. We'll put a four-lap run in cautious mode
to begin with, and hopefully it's going to be enough to be in that 12th to 18th place or bracket, I should say.
But if we think we've got a lot more and it's comfortable and I'm happy, we might go for a bit more, but
hopefully we're going to be fastest of everybody else, and we'll be fine.” (About second year with A.J.
Foyt): “The trust thing and the confidence thing, from his side, in me has grown. That has made the
communications a lot easier. He's never easy. Even in the best of times with someone who speaks the
same language as you, it's always going to be tough. We're both very competitive people. He's supercompetitive because he's been doing it a lot longer than me, and I'm nearly getting sick of it now, so God
knows what he must feel like after 50 years. But it's good, and it's nice to be coming back to these tracks
with, at least, some setup information from last year. I think that's one of the big helps for us both.”
(About adding Jeff Simmons): “It's difficult to quantify, really, because of the limited track time that
we've had and Jeff's had. Today was an example of that. We were both kind of going our different ways. I
had Mike, my engineer, and A.J. was on Jeff's car, getting him up to speed. We were both trying different
things, and then we put the best of both worlds on my car and on his, and we both did pretty good times
out there by ourselves with the amount of downforce that we were running. Like I was saying, it was kind
of a semi-race, semi-qualifying setup. I'm pretty happy with where we are, and hopefully tomorrow we
can get some more running in once we're qualified. Once we get that thing filled up with fuel and go race
running, that's where I think Jeff will really help.”
MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/Pacific Coast Motorsports): “We got some
practice in today, and we changed the car in many different ways. Once again, we learned a lot, but we
are still not where we want to be in terms of speed. We are working on it. Obviously, tomorrow is a very
important day, and we will maximize our options to get it in the show.”
ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 98 CURB Records/hh gregg/Real Power): “It was great to finally get a
decent day to run and a chance to put a serious number of laps on the car. The car is definitely improving
and is much more comfortable to drive, so our speed gain is no real surprise. We're prepared to do more
practice tomorrow, though, as we expect track conditions to change again due to another downturn in the
weather, so not all of what we learned today will be useful information. We'll just have to see what
develops, and if we make some big gains, we may just put it in line for a qualifying run.”
(More)
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ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Menards/Vision Racing): “The conditions were a little tricky today.
Obviously, three guys had a problem today, which is the most in one day all month. We found ourselves
chasing the car a little bit and the conditions somewhat, but I think we learned some good things. I was
much happier at the end of the day than I was at the beginning. I think we're headed in the right direction,
and we have some ideas of what to do to see some improvement. I'm confident we'll get it right when it
needs to be right. We'll try to get in some more practice this weekend since we have plenty of Firestone
tires. We'll run until we don't have any more tires to run. We're getting closer to where we want to be.”
A.J. FOYT IV (No. 2 Vision Racing): “At least we got a lot of track time to try different things. Nothing
that great really happened by the end of the day, but it wasn't half-bad. We have a pretty average car right
now that we are working on getting just a little better. First, we have to get qualified to get in the field
solidly. We want to be up front as much as we can be. There's a spot on the fourth row I'd like to be in,
but I think a starting spot in the fifth row is reasonable. I think we'll be all right for the race. We just have
to figure out a few more things.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (No. 22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing): “Today was another productive
day for the Vision team because we got to run all day, all three cars, and we got a lot of track time in. We
tried a lot of different things, but I'll be honest, through the middle of the afternoon, my progress was a bit
questionable even if we were running decent speeds, but the last run of the day felt really good. We ran
race setup, race aero, race wings and everything for the race and pounded around in the 219-mph range.
I'm still wishing for one more day of practice, and I'm not saying that we won't have that, but now we're
switching gears. I want to get qualified and then go back to race mode again and make sure to fill it
completely up and do a long run. That's the one thing we haven't yet been able to do. I feel like we do
have a really good car, so I'm pretty happy right now.” (About expectations for qualifying): “We were
13th last week in qualifying, so I'd like to at least back that up. It's all going to be about conditions. Fast
time tomorrow might just be a 221 mph or a 224 mph. Until we see what the weather is going to do, it'll
be hard to tell. We'll see what the wind and temperature will be like. We're late in the draw, so I hope it's
really windy for everyone else and it calms down by the time it's my time to go. We could end up
anywhere from 12th to 20th. I think that's a fair expectation of the range we'll qualify, but I sure would like
to be in the top spot for a 12th-place starting position.”
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Team ResQ/Gravity Entertainment): “We are definitely better than we
were yesterday, consistency-wise. The car is predictable, but I don’t like everything right now, so we
definitely need to get some more laps in traffic. We should have a good, solid run tomorrow, keeping the
race car in focus.”
***
A total of 40 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirtyseven drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 10,387 laps this month. Oriol Servia turned
94 laps today and has turned 439 this month, most of any driver. There were six yellow flags for 1 hour, 6
minutes. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the
Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
SATURDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice
Noon-6 p.m.
Third Day Qualifying
*** END DAY 11 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice
Noon-6 p.m.
Third Day Qualifying
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with a relative humidity of 60 percent and
winds from the west-southwest at 16 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 74
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
10:15 a.m. – GREEN. #8 Power and #33 Viso are the first cars on track.
10:50 a.m. - #88 Giebler turns a slow-speed lap on the warm-up lane, his first lap of the month.
Twenty-six cars have been on track in this practice session.
10:57 a.m. – YELLOW. #96 Dominguez goes below the white line entering Turn 1, does a
quarter-spin to the left and a quarter-spin back to the right, making light contact with the right side of the
car with the SAFER Barrier. The car slides to a rest on the inside of Turn 2. Dominguez climbs from the
car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
11:10 a.m. – GREEN.
11:15 a.m. – CHECKERED. #44 Papis does a quarter-spin in Turn 3 before taking the checkered
flag. The car makes heavy contact with the left rear with the SAFER Barrier and then slides to a rest in
the grass inside Turn 4. Papis climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE SESSION:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
24
John Andretti
224.027 mph
2.
18
Bruno Junqueira
223.683 mph
3.
22
Davey Hamilton
223.638 mph
4.
15
Buddy Rice
223.577 mph
5.
99
Townsend Bell
223.499 mph
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #96
Dominguez has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to
drive.
MARIO DOMINGUEZ (No. 96 Visit Mexico City/PCM Racing): “I just lost the rearend
going into Turn 1. We’ve been fighting understeer there all week and working hard to stabilize the car.
This is a huge setback for us. Fortunately, I wasn’t going that fast at that point, and I lost it early so I
scrubbed a lot of speed, so it looks like the damage isn’t too bad. The boys think they may be able to get it
fixed in time to qualify today, if they can get the parts. I am keeping my fingers crossed.”
***
Dale Coyne Racing crew member Charles Buckman is recuperating at home following five nights
in Methodist Hospital. Buckman was injured May 9 in an incident on pit lane.
CHARLES BUCKMAN: “The only problem I am having right now is a case of vertigo when I
sit or stand up. Besides that my right arm is bruised all over, I have a fracture in my skull, my face is
scraped, and I have to wear a neck brace for a month. Other than that, I feel fine and want to get back to
work. All I remember at this point was walking down pit lane to get my jacket, and I stopped off to talk
with someone from Marco Andretti’s crew then everything after that is blank. I was just at the wrong
place at the wrong time. It was not Danica’s (Patrick) fault, and I do not hold her to blame for what
happened. In my 35 years in auto racing, this is the first time anything this bad has happened to me. I’m
just thankful that I’m still alive. I would love for both Dale Coyne Racing cars to make the field and be
there to see the race.”

***
Entry updates: The car name for #18 has been changed to Z-Line Designs. The car name for #19
has been changed to Sonny’s Bar-B-Q. The car name for #67 has been changed to Sarah Fisher Racing.
The chief mechanic on car #23 is David Janquart.
***
INDYCAR SERIES QUALIFYING REPORT:
Qualifying consists of an out lap and a warm-up lap, followed by a four-lap qualifying attempt.
Cars are ranked in order based on the quickest cumulative time. Twenty-two cars will earn positions in
the starting grid today, filling positions 12-33. Each car is allowed three attempts.
At noon, the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with a relative humidity of 57 percent and
winds from the west-southwest at 17 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 87
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
(Cumulative four laps; times and speeds calculated using a traveling distance of 2.5 miles,
which corresponds with data registered by on-board telemetry. The green flag is given on the
second time by the flag stand.)
Noon

#8

WILL POWER/Toowoomba, Australia
Aussie Vineyard-Team Australia - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1 (QE-3)

1 – 40.5691 – 221.844
2 – 40.5679 – 221.850
3 – 40.6864 – 221.204
4 – 40.9722 – 219.661
T 2:42.7956 – 221.136

Q – 24

(More)
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12:05 p.m.

#18

QA-1 (QE-2)

12:09 p.m.

#06

QA-1 (QE-3)

12:13 p.m.

BRUNO JUNQUEIRA/Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Z-Line Designs - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.4589 – 222.448
2 – 40.4805 – 222.329
3 – 40.4905 – 222.274
4 – 40.4915 – 222.269
T 2:41.9214 – 222.330
GRAHAM RAHAL/New Albany, Ohio
Hole in the Wall Camps – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.2793 – 223.440
2 – 40.5059 – 222.190
3 – 40.4914 – 222.269
4 – 40.4987 – 222.229
T 2:41.7753 – 222.531

#5

Q – 25

Q – 26

ORIOL SERVIA/Pals, Spain
KV Racing Technology – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.6015 – 221.667
2 – 40.8923 – 220.090
3 – 41.0378 – 219.310
4 – pulled in
12:17 p.m. – YELLOW. Light rain. Light rain reported in Turns 1 and 3 during Servia’s second
and third qualification laps. Servia pulled off track after third lap due to light rain. He was not charged
with a qualifying attempt and will return to the front of the qualifying line when qualifications resume.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #44
Papis has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
MAX PAPIS (No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock): “It was definitely a very unfortunate
moment for the Rubicon Lifelock team. We are trying to understand and analyze what happened, but the
bottom line is we don’t have a car to qualify right now. I drove into Turn 3, and right when I was turning
in, the car just came around. It was a very, very unusual feeling as I had never had this problem before. It
was very, very unexpected. I have a lot of confidence with my guys, they are coming up with a solution,
and we’ll see what happens.”
***
12:33 p.m.
#5
ORIOL SERVIA/Pals, Spain
KV Racing Technology – Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1 (QE-2)
1 – 40.6675 – 221.307
Q – 27
2 – 40.7146 – 221.051
3 – 40.7784 – 220.705
4 – 40.9077 – 220.007
T 2:43.0682 – 220.767
(More)
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12:37 p.m.

#33

QA-1

12:42 p.m.

#19

QA-1 (QE-2)

12:46 p.m.

#23

E.J. VISO/Caracas, Venezuela
PDVSA HVM Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.8425 – 220.359
2 – 40.8477 – 220.331
3 – 40.8347 – 220.401
4 – 40.8471 – 220.334
T 2:43.3720 – 220.356
MARIO MORAES/São Paulo, Brazil
Sonny’s Bar-B-Q - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.7761 – 220.718
2 – 41.3155 – 217.836
3 – 40.8662 – 220.231
4 – 40.8904 – 220.101
T 2:43.8482 – 219.716

Q – 28

Q – 29

MILKA DUNO/Caracas, Venezuela
CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

12:51 p.m.

1 – 40.9069 – 220.012
2 – 40.7516 – 220.850
3 – 40.8375 – 220.386
4 – 40.9135 – 219.976
T 2:43.4095 – 220.305
#99

Q – 30

TOWNSEND BELL/San Francisco
Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1 (QE-2)

12:55 p.m.

#15

QA-1

1 p.m.

#02

QA-1 (QE-3)

1 – 40.3890 – 222.833
2 – 40.4304 – 222.605
3 – 40.4455 – 222.522
4 – 40.5044 – 222.198
T 2:41.7693 – 222.539

Q – 31

BUDDY RICE/Phoenix
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.4360 – 222.574
2 – 40.5025 – 222.209
3 – 40.5408 – 221.999
4 – 40.6092 – 221.625
T 2:42.0885 – 222.101
JUSTIN WILSON/Sheffield, England
McDonald’s Racing Team - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.3302 – 223.158
2 – 40.5086 – 222.175
3 – 40.6307 – 221.507
4 – 40.4981 – 222.233
T 2:41.9676 – 222.267

(More)

Q – 32

Q – 33
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1:04 p.m.

#34

QA-1

1:08 p.m.

#24

QA-1

1:13 p.m.

#16

JAIME CAMARA/Goiania, Brazil
Sangari - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 41.5513 – 216.600
2 – 41.4034 – 217.373
3 – waved off
JOHN ANDRETTI/Indianapolis
Roth Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.5704 – 221.837
2 – 40.5108 – 222.163
3 – 40.5836 – 221.764
4 – 40.8265 – 220.445
T 2:42.4913 – 221.550

UA – 1

Q – 34

ALEX LLOYD/Manchester, England
Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1:17 p.m.

1 – 40.6914 – 221.177
2 – 40.5956 – 221.699
3 – 40.5478 – 221.960
4 – 40.4823 – 222.319
T 2:42.3171 – 221.788
#25

QA-1

1:21 p.m.

#17T

MARTY ROTH/Toronto
Roth Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 41.1103 – 218.923
2 – 41.1953 – 218.472
3 – waved off

Q – 35

UA – 1

RYAN HUNTER-REAY/Boca Raton, Fla.
Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1 (QE-3)

1:25 p.m.

#36

QA-1

1:30 p.m.

#2

1 – 40.6522 – 221.390
2 – 40.5762 – 221.805
3 – 40.6104 – 221.618
4 – 40.6313 – 221.504
T 2:42.4701 – 221.579
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI/Curitiba, Brazil
Sangari Conquest Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.9894 – 219.569
2 – 41.0110 – 219.453
3 – 41.0148 – 219.433
4 – 41.0524 – 219.232
T 2:44.0676 – 219.422

Q – 36

Q – 37

A.J. FOYT IV/Hockley, Texas
Vision Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 40.7291 – 220.972
UA – 1
2 – waved off
#2 Foyt encountered loose handling condition exiting Turn 2 on second qualifying lap.
(More)
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1:34 p.m.

#22

DAVEY HAMILTON/Nampa, Idaho
Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1 (QE-2)

1:39 p.m.

#91

QA-1

1:43 p.m.

#67

QA-1

1:48 p.m.

#98

1 – 40.5207 – 222.109
2 – 40.5391 – 222.008
3 – 40.5459 – 221.971
4 – 40.5441 – 221.981
T 2:42.1498 – 222.017

Q – 38

BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
Hemelgarn Johnson - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 41.2211 – 218.335
2 – 41.2896 – 217.973
3 – 41.3317 – 217.751
4 – 41.3416 – 217.698
T 2:45.1840 – 217.939
SARAH FISHER/Commercial Point, Ohio
Sarah Fisher Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 40.5909 – 221.725
2 – 40.7425 – 220.900
3 – 40.6805 – 221.236
4 – 40.7007 – 221.126
T 2:42.7146 – 221.246

Q – 39

Q – 40

ROGER YASUKAWA/Los Angeles
CURB Records/hh gregg/Real Power - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1:52 p.m.

1 – 41.2705 – 218.073
2 – 41.2756 – 218.046
3 – 41.2823 – 218.011
4 – 41.3014 – 217.910
T 2:45.1298 – 218.010
#14

Q – 41

DARREN MANNING/North Yorkshire, England
ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing – Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1 (QE-2)

1:57 p.m.

1 – 40.4594 – 222.445
2 – 40.4087 – 222.724
3 – 40.4405 – 222.549
4 – 40.5400 – 222.003
T 2:41.8486 – 222.430

Q – 42

#41

JEFF SIMMONS/Hartford, Conn.
AJ Foyt Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
An A.J. Foyt Enterprises representative did not display the green flag at the end of Simmons’
warm-up lap. According to IndyCar Series Appendix E, Rule 6.5(C), The Entrant must display the green
flag to start the qualifications attempt prior to the completion of the last warm-up lap.
(More)
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1:59 p.m.

#34

QA-2

2:15 p.m.

JAIME CAMARA/Goiania, Brazil
Sangari - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 41.0304 – 219.350
2 – 41.0021 – 219.501
3 – 41.0147 – 219.434
4 – 41.0776 – 219.098
T 2:44.1248 – 219.345

JEFF SIMMONS/Hartford, Conn.
AJ Foyt Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1
1 – 40.6472 – 221.417
2 – 40.6139 – 221.599
3 – 40.7571 – 220.820
4 – 40.8022 – 220.576
T 2:42.8204 – 221.103
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE:

Q – 43

#41

Q – 44

2:30 p.m. – GREEN.
2:33 p.m. - #88 Giebler shown the black flag for having no spotter.
***
1-800-Las-Vegas, a travel service introduced recently by TravelWorm, Inc., is the new primary
sponsor of the No. 24 Roth Racing entry driven by John Andretti.
MARGARET ROTH (President, Roth Racing): “We are really pleased to welcome 1-800-LasVegas to Roth Racing and the No. 24 car for the 92nd Indianapolis 500. Along with Steve Gonzalez of
Simmons Abrahamson, we have been in discussions with them for a while, and we hope our new
association turns into a long-term relationship.”
JAY REIN (President & CEO, TravelWorm, Inc.): “We are extremely excited about
launching 1-800-Las-Vegas, the Official Number for Everything Vegas, at the Indy 500, and we are
thrilled to sponsor John Andretti of the Roth Racing team in car No. 24. Having a brand dedicated to the
most exciting travel destination in the world riding on a car traveling over 200 mph in the Indy 500 is
about as good as it gets.”
***
A silent auction Friday night at Kirles Jewelers in Indianapolis raised $2,100 for the Indiana
Special Olympics. More than 150 guests attended the special Tissot Watch gala, including 2005 Chase
Rookie of the Year and Tissot ambassador Danica Patrick.
***
Indiana Pacers legends Mel Daniels, Darnell Hillman and Bob Netolicky presented longtime
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Public Address Announcer Tom Carnegie with a leather jacket
autographed by legendary Pacers’ players from the franchise’s American Basketball Association and
National Basketball Association eras. Daniels, Hillman and Netolicky were members of the Pacers’ ABA
championship teams in the 1971-72 and 1972-73 seasons.
Longtime Pacers official timer Paul Furimsky and former Pacers public relations director Bill
Marvel also participated in the presentation this morning on the Yard of Bricks.
(More)
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Karle Schaefer, from Franklin, Ind., was selected today as the 2008 500 Festival Queen at the
annual Breakfast at the Brickyard, presented by ProLiance Energy, at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Schaefer, 21, a senior at Franklin College majoring in elementary education, is one of 33 young
ladies selected for the 2008 500 Festival Princess Program, serving as ambassadors for the 500 Festival
and Indianapolis 500. She is a 2005 graduate of Franklin Community High School. Schaefer is the
daughter of Chris and Darla Schaefer.
As 500 Festival Queen, Schaefer, is a recipient of a $2,500 educational scholarship from the 500
Festival and WTHR Channel 13. In addition, Schaefer will wear a jeweled crown provided by G. Thrapp
Jewelers at 500 Festival events and the Indianapolis 500. She will participate in a variety of appearances
throughout the week and participate in the Indianapolis 500 pre-race and Victory Circle celebrations. She
will continue to represent the 500 Festival at various functions throughout the year.
Princess Corianne Warrick of Linton, Ind., a senior at the University of St. Francis majoring in
biology and chemistry, and Princess Savannah Lien of Greencastle, Ind., a 2008 graduate of IUPUI with a
degree in psychology and American history, were chosen as 2008 Princess Court members. Warrick is the
daughter of Col. Timothy and Joan Warrick. Lien is the daughter of Steve and Jenny Lien.
The 500 Festival Queen and Princesses attend 500 Festival events and volunteer throughout the
month of May. In addition, the 33 princesses are involved with statewide outreach programs of their
choosing. Princesses are also present at various Indianapolis Motor Speedway functions and participate in
the Indianapolis 500 Victory Circle celebration.
***
2:59 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch.
3:02 p.m. – GREEN.
3:42 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris at exit of pit lane.
3:47 p.m. – GREEN.
3:58 p.m. – YELLOW. #27 Mutoh gets high in Turn 2 and makes contact with the right side of
the car with the SAFER Barrier at the exit of the turn. The car comes to a rest halfway down the
backstretch. Mutoh climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
4:08 p.m. – GREEN.
4:20 p.m. – YELLOW. #88 Giebler goes below the white line in Turn 1, does a quarter-spin to
the left and makes heavy contact with the left rear with the SAFER Barrier. The car slides to a rest in the
grass at the exit of Turn 2. Giebler is assisted from the car by the Delphi Safety Team.
***
Rubicon Race Team/Sam Schmidt Motorsports is working feverishly to repair the No. 44 car
driven by Max Papis that was damaged earlier in the day. The team has secured replacement parts from
several sources in the garage area, including Dallara and Vision Racing.
JIM FREUDENBERG (Co-owner, Rubicon Race Team): (Will you be back on track today?)
“(The car) will be back together today, but that wouldn't be the safest thing for Max (Papis) or anybody.
We'll work until it is done tonight, and we'll be back on the track tomorrow." (About getting parts to
rebuild the car): "Sam Schmidt Motorsports had a lot of spare parts. Chris (Griffis), the team manager,
was scrambling through the garage to get parts. Dallara and the League have helped us out, so we're just
trying to get it back together." (About getting help from other teams): "This is the good thing that comes
from the bad part of racing. Even people you are trying to beat are trying to give you a fair shot. To me,
that doesn't happen in many places. It is the positive thing about this sport." (About the racing
community): "Most of us have known each other for many years, so when you don't burn bridges and you
make friends, you'll be able to count on each other. We'd do the same for other teams if they were in this
position."
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #27
Mutoh has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “I lost control. That was my in-lap, and I wasn’t
pushing very hard. I don’t know why, but suddenly I lost it.”
***
4:43 p.m. – GREEN.
4:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the backstretch.
4:56 p.m. – GREEN.
5:12 p.m. – Briscoe takes the track driving the #3T.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #88
Giebler is being transported to Methodist Hospital for precautionary reasons. He is awake and alert.
***
1985 Indianapolis 500 winner Danny Sullivan was at the Speedway Saturday.
DANNY SULLIVAN: “It’s always good to be here. I came back last night. The Old Timer’s
Club honored Penske Racing. I went to the dinner downtown last night, and I just came in to see some
people and say hello. It’s been a while since I’ve been here. It’s just kind of good to be back and hang
out.” (On the unification of open-wheel racing): “I think it’s great that they’re back together, but I don’t
think it will be an overnight fix. It will take time, and hopefully the sponsors will come back in.
Obviously, the racing’s competitive, but it’s just going to take time. They’ve been apart for 12 years. I
think the way the field looks and the group of drivers and the teams and the competitiveness of it, I think
you’re going to have a good race Memorial Day weekend. When they do that, it will draw a lot of people
to it, as well.”
***
The U.S. Army had a strong presence Saturday at the Speedway. It was a chance for some
soldiers to relax a little and take in the sights and sounds of the Speedway.
Fans had an opportunity to get an up-close look at some of the more popular equipment used by
the Army National Guard.
BRANDON PATTON (Charlie Battery 2nd, 150th Field Artillery, Lebanon, Ind.): “We came
out to see the cars and support the National Guard and the Armed Forces of America.”
JEFFREY STOKES (Army National Guard): “We have exhibits out here with trucks and
tanks and all kinds of things for people to see. It’s my first year being out here, and I’m enjoying it very
much.”
***
After Buddy Rice’s qualification attempt today, his wife, Michelle, brought their newborn baby
girl, Mina, to pit road for the traditional post-qualifying photo session. Mina, born April 9, was wearing
pink headphones and an Indianapolis 500 hat during the photo shoot.
While on pit lane, IMS Public Address announcer Michael Young joked with Michelle Rice
about Buddy changing diapers. Michelle responded with a laugh, “I wouldn’t use the plural form.”
***
5:38 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection for qualifying attempt.
(More)
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INDYCAR SERIES QUALIFYING REPORT:
At 5:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 79 degrees with a relative humidity of 26 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 16 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 102
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
5:46 p.m.

#2

A.J. FOYT IV/Hockley, Texas
Vision Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
#2 Foyt returned to pits before completing his out-lap.

5:51 p.m.

#25

MARTY ROTH/Toronto
Roth Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-2
1 – 41.6555 – 216.058
Q – 45
2 – 41.6886 – 215.886
3 – 41.7039 – 215.807
4 – 42.0006 – 214.283
T 2:47.0486 – 215.506
***
Davey Hamilton and John Andretti talked about the late-day qualification attempts by their
respective teammates, A.J. Foyt IV and Marty Roth.
DAVEY HAMILTON (On teammate A.J. Foyt IV’s attempt to qualify): “I think I know what
happened. For whatever reason, we ran into some glitches today in my car with the gearbox, and I heard
him leave and he was going to get in solid right then. It’s just disappointing because he had some speed
right there from mid-220 to 221, and I’m confident he would have ran. I heard him: The thing wouldn’t
go into gear, and it ended the day for him real quick.”
JOHN ANDRETTI (About teammate Marty Roth qualifying 33rd): “He’s just trying to figure
things out and what makes it all work. There are things I like that maybe Marty doesn’t like, but he’s done
a really good job. We found things in the car, and you know with Indianapolis it’s all about little things,
and there were a couple that became apparent and we fixed them. Today was day one for them, basically,
and I know they are going to work through that and be a lot quicker, for sure, tomorrow. They did the
right thing and got into the field, because if something happens tomorrow or it rains, at least he is in the
field.”
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #88
Giebler has been admitted to Methodist Hospital with pulmonary contusions.
***
A.J. Foyt IV said he abandoned his late qualification attempt today on his out-lap due to a
gearbox problem.
A.J. FOYT IV: “The gearbox went to crap out there. When I tried to shift, it just wouldn’t go
into second. It jumped into third. Then, when I finally got up to speed, it jumped back into second. It’s a
bad day here today, but hopefully we’ll come back out here tomorrow and get in the race.”
(More)
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Mario Dominguez talked about Pacific Coast Motorsports’ plans for Bump Day qualifying after
his crash this morning in practice.
MARIO DOMINGUEZ: “It’s looking good. The car is ready to go. We have a practice
tomorrow. It will be great to set up the car and have it working properly and make it go a bit faster than
it’s been so far. With a little help from the gods, we should be able to make it in the field. The team is
amazing. The team has been doing some serious work ever since they got this car. If you can believe it,
they put it together just 2 ½ weeks ago. It’s just incredible what they’ve done. What they’ve done today,
again, shows how professional this team is. The fact that most of us are new to Indy doesn’t mean we
can’t get the job done. Obviously, Indy is a tough place. We knew it was going to be difficult coming in,
and we were ready for things like that, so that helps us out.” (How confident are you about making the
field tomorrow?): “I’m confident, but I’m certainly not sitting down and relaxing. I’m not relaxed, and
neither is the team, by any means. We knew coming in it was not going to be easy to make the field, but
we all believe we can do it, and we’re going to do out tomorrow and do it.” (Strategy for tomorrow):
“We’ll go out as soon as the track opens. It’s great that we have a practice so we can set up the car a little
bit better and get some speed from it. As soon as the track opens, we’ll go out and qualify.” (Are you
prepared mentally for maybe making more than one qualifying attempt?): “Yeah, we might have to go out
again and again and again because other people can be bumping each other out. We’re ready for that,
too.”
***
A total of 42 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirtyeight drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 11,812 laps this month. Oriol Servia turned
59 laps today and has turned 498 this month, most of any driver. There were eight yellow flags for 1 hour,
21 minutes. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the
Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
SUNDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice
Noon-6 p.m.
Bump Day Qualifying
*** END DAY 12 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series practice
Noon-6 p.m.
Bump Day Qualifying
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Entry update: Team Penske has withdrawn car #77.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 58 degrees with a relative humidity of 53 percent and
winds from the northwest at 21 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 78 degrees, according
to Firestone engineers.
10:15 a.m. – GREEN. #2 Foyt IV and #20 Carpenter are the first cars on track.
10:49 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 3.
10:52 a.m. – GREEN.
10:56 a.m. – YELLOW. Smoke trailing out of #22 Hamilton on the backstretch.
11:06 a.m. – CHECKERED.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE SESSION:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
2
A.J. Foyt IV
219.379 mph
2.
22
Davey Hamilton
218.219 mph
3.
02
Justin Wilson
218.173 mph
4.
91
Buddy Lazier
218.078 mph
5.
06
Graham Rahal
218.005 mph
***
At 11:20 a.m., new enlistees were inducted into the Armed Forces in a ceremony held in front of
the Bombardier Learjet Pagoda as part of Armed Forces Day activities. The new enlistees were sworn in
by Sen. Richard Lugar of Indiana.
***
(More)
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American Dream Motorsports owner Eric Zimmerman confirmed this morning that the team
will not participate further in the 92nd Indianapolis 500. Driver Phil Giebler crashed during practice
Saturday afternoon, suffering pulmonary contusions. The team’s Panoz chassis was heavily damaged.
The team considered Saturday evening investigating ways to participate today with driver Jaques
Lazier but instead decided to focus on future IndyCar Series events, Zimmerman said.
ERIC ZIMMERMAN (Owner, American Dream Motorsports): “We’re going to make an
entry to the Texas race tomorrow with Jaques Lazier. We’re going to acquire a new car and take the team
to Texas. We’re also doing the (Firestone) Indy Lights program here on Friday, and we’ll take that team
to Milwaukee, as well. We’re going to prepare for Texas and three or four more races in the IndyCar
Series this year. We’ll have our sponsor Gardner Trucking for the rest of the year and throughout the
2009 season. We’re going to do a full season in 2009.” (About team’s schedule in 2008): “Texas and
Chicago, for sure, and we’re only going to do ovals.” (About Saturday’s accident): “Phil is doing better.
That’s just the way this game is played, but we are proud of our team. We have a great team and a great
bunch of guys. Once we hit 218 mph, we were going to take it to the line and put it in the show.” (On
operating with former Playa Del Racing crew members): “We brought in some new guys and we let some
of the other guys go, but the American Dream Motorsports team is a fantastic team, and I think we are
going to show what we can do in the future.” (About difficulty moving from the Panoz to Dallara
chassis): “Everyone on our team now has worked on a Dallara, so the transition isn’t going to be anything
to even think about.” (Will the team will re-evaluate drivers after Texas?): “Phil is still our driver, and we
back him 100 percent. Until he gets better, Jaques will be in the car, but Phil is our driver.”
***
INDYCAR SERIES QUALIFYING REPORT:
Qualifying consists of an out lap and a warm-up lap, followed by a four-lap qualifying attempt.
Cars faster than the 33 qualified cars will bump their way into the rear of the field, bumping the slowest
remaining car out of the field. Each car is allowed three attempts.
At noon, the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 41 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 24 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 100
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
(Cumulative four laps; times and speeds calculated using a traveling distance of 2.5 miles,
which corresponds with data registered by on-board telemetry. The green flag is given on the
second time by the flag stand.)
12:05 p.m.

#2

A.J. FOYT IV/Hockley, Texas
Vision Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1 (QE-2)
1 – 41.0624 – 219.179
2 – 41.0188 – 219.412
3 – 41.0828 – 219.070
4 – 41.0818 – 219.075
T 2:44.2458 – 219.184
#2 Foyt bumps #25 Roth from field.
***
(More)
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INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE:
12:23 p.m. – GREEN.
12:34 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in. #6 Briscoe runs out of fuel on the backstretch.
12:40 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Davey Hamilton talked this morning about his incident in practice, when smoked trailed from the
rear of his car.
DAVEY HAMILTON: “Well, we were just starting to get into our full long run. Unfortunately,
we had an engine failure. First, I have to say that Honda gives us great engines. This engine has been
flawless all month. I have not seen anybody that has had any problems. Stuff like that happens
sometimes. We’ll go investigate, and the Honda guys will come down and tell us what it was. Thank God
that nothing big happened and we didn’t get into the wall or anything.” (How long were you out there
before the failure?): “It was my second lap out. My out lap was a low 200 mph then a 217 mph. Then it
went. We were just doing race-pace stuff. We were on new tires and a full tank of fuel, we were just
getting going.” (You were running second fastest. How did the car feel?): “Our car is pretty good. We
were doing race sims all morning with full tanks. We need to work a bit more in traffic. I haven’t been in
dirty air as much as I need to this month. We’re not quite where we need to be just yet. But we’re getting
closer. Hopefully we can get back out on track later this afternoon with a new Honda engine.”
***
Mario Dominguez returned to the track this morning after crashing in practice Saturday morning.
He turned 19 laps this morning in the No. 96 Visit Mexico City/PCM Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
with a top speed of 216.755 mph.
MARIO DOMINGUEZ: “It’s very difficult to find the balance of the car with this wind because
it really changes corner to corner. Some corners I have understeer, some oversteer, so it’s going to be a
tough qualifying day for everybody. There’s a lot more wind today than yesterday.” (On the Pacific Coast
Motorsports’ efforts to rebuild the car): “They’ve been fantastic, incredible since they first got the car
three weeks ago. Yesterday, just in a few hours after the crash, they got the car ready to go out later in the
afternoon, and the car was ready to go today. I’m just very impressed. Honestly, I think it’s the best team
out there.” (On how the car feels today compared to before the accident): “The car feels OK. It’s the track
conditions that are not helping out. All this wind, it really makes it unstable.”
TYLER TADEVIC (Owner, Pacific Coast Motorsports): “The crew did an unbelievable job.
We were fortunate. The motor was OK; the gearbox was OK. Really, it ended up only being suspension
and bodywork damage. The guys were able to get the car put back together yesterday afternoon, and we
nearly made it out to shake it down. Right now, we’re just trying to determine whether or not it makes the
most since to go line up and get ready to go right now or wait a little bit for this wind to die down. Our
session today was a decent session. Our car feels fairly stable, but I’ll tell you, the wind is playing havoc
with us a little bit. We’re really trying to play it smart here and pick the best time to go out and throw
down a qualifying run.” (On the external assistance the team received putting the car back together):
“Obviously, the IndyCar Series has been just unbelievable with helping us out, giving us what we need
when we need it. We are a small team and do only have one car. I’ll be honest with you: I think we have
some brake rotors on there from Dale Coyne Racing. I think we’ve got some parts on there from a couple
of other teams, including a radiator from Andretti Green. Everything else came from Dallara. They were
able to help us get what we need to put it all back together, but certainly it’s not all brand-new stuff and it
didn’t all come from one place, that’s for sure.”
***
(More)
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A chronology of the rebuilding process of the No. 44 Rubicon Race Team/Lifelock
Dallara/Honda/Firestone car driven by Max Papis, which was damaged in a crash during practice
Saturday:
•Noon-4 p.m. Saturday: Team received parts from several groups, including Dallara and Vision
Racing.
•Approximately 5 p.m. Saturday: Changed engine.
•5-10 p.m. Saturday: Took several parts to Sam Schmidt Motorsports shop in Indianapolis for
continued work.
•1 a.m. today: Several team members left IMS for the night. Some team members continued to
work through the night.
•10 a.m. today: Rebuilt car goes through IndyCar Series technical inspection.
•10:30 a.m. today: Team continues to prepare car in Gasoline Alley.
Rubicon Racing crew chief Chris Griffis has not left the Indianapolis Motor Speedway since
arriving at the track Saturday morning.
***
1:14 p.m. - #44 Papis on track for the first time today.
1:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualifying attempt.
***
Team Penske’s Ryan Briscoe was happy with his race car after running just eight laps in practice.
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “We went out today with the goal of just running a
few laps in our race car to make sure everything was functioning properly. The Team Penske car felt
really good, so we called it a day after one run. It's was pretty windy out there, so we didn't want to take
any risks by trying to do too much.”
***
INDYCAR SERIES QUALIFYING:
At 1:15 p.m., the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 39 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 23 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 98
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
1:30 p.m.

#25

MARTY ROTH/Toronto
Roth Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-1 (QE-3)
1 – 41.0584 – 219.200
2 – 41.0855 – 219.055
3 – 41.2168 – 218.358
4 – 41.0489 – 219.251
T 2:44.4096 – 218.965
#25 Roth bumps #91 Lazier from field.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE:

Q – 47

1:39 p.m. – GREEN.
2:09 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris between Turns 1 and 2.
2:12 p.m. – GREEN.
2:20 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in. #98 Yasukawa runs out of fuel between Turns 3 and 4.
2:26 p.m. – GREEN.
***
(More)
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Indianapolis 500 veteran and IndyCar Series race winner Jaques Lazier is serving as a spotter for
rookie Mario Dominguez.
JAQUES LAZIER: “My duties this month actually started up on Thursday to help Mario out
and spot for the team over in Turn 1. We tried a couple of things and got close on a couple of deals (to
drive), but nothing came to fruition this year. I’m just here now to help out Pacific Coast. I’ve known
these guys for a long time. I talked with Tyler (Tadevic), the team owner, at the beginning of the year, and
we were trying to work a couple of deals. It’s just been my luck this year. I get close to something, and
then it falls apart. We had a sponsor that was really close and we were going to bring them over to Pacific
Coast, and then unfortunately it fell apart. I have a good relationship with the guys, and now I’m just
doing whatever I can to help out Mario with the lines and try to get him comfortable.” (About Friday’s
discussions with American Dream Motorsports): “We definitely had some productive talks, and I know
(team owner) Eric (Zimmerman) and all the guys over there. It’s kind of a fraction of the (Playa Del
Racing) team it was last year, but the reality is at some point you have to step back and ask yourself if it’s
worth trying to go forward and trying to do a banzai-type of run, and the reality of that is no. It’s just too
far down and too late in the month. Although we were talking about it, I don’t think the conversations
were all that serious, due to the fact that I knew there’s really nothing available right now. There really
are no Dallaras, and Rubicon had a very difficult time yesterday trying to find something. Sam Schmidt’s
ties in automobile racing and especially at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway is very, very deep, and if he
struggled to find something, I knew we were going to struggle, as well. But we were also talking about
long-term for that team. Like I said, I’m friends with that team and would love to help them out in the
future.” (About driving the American Dream Motorsports entry at Texas): “That is something that we will
have to negotiate further, but we did discuss it a little bit. It’s tough for a brand-new team to come to
Indianapolis and try to throw something together last minute. It would be very smart for them, if they
want to run full-time in the series next year, to do what they are planning on doing and that’s run Texas,
Chicago and even at Kentucky. They need to get some momentum and keep building the team, as well as
start to understand the chassis. I have run many miles in the Dallara; I ran them for Menard, Foyt, Patrick
and Robby Gordon Motorsports, so I do have a lot of miles in that car. The best thing they can do is hire
me. We’ll run a couple of races, and build it into a strong team for next year.” (About his struggles
obtaining sponsorship): “We have a lot of people interested in trying to go forward, but we just weren’t
able to find anyone in corporate America right now to open their pocket book.” (Sponsoring a car in the
Indy 500) is dollar-for-dollar the biggest bang for their buck that you could ever get in the marketing
world, especially right now with the two series coming together, and obviously there is huge interest in
the league with a lot of followers we have not had before. The future is very optimistic for the league, for
a couple of new teams coming in, and for established drivers.”
***
2:47 p.m. – YELLOW. Fuel buckeye cover flies off #2 Foyt IV at the exit of the warm-up lane
on the backstretch. Flames shoot out of the rear of the car entering Turn 3. The car does a quarter-spin to
the left and makes contact with the SAFER Barrier with the left rear. The car slides to a rest between
Turns 3 and 4. Foyt climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
3 p.m. – GREEN.
3:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 2.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #88
Giebler has been released from Methodist Hospital. He has a cervical sprain and is not cleared to drive.
***
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #2
Foyt IV has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He suffered a firstdegree burn to the back of his neck and singed hair. He is cleared to drive.
***
Vision Racing will repair the No. 2 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone in which A.J. Foyt IV
crashed this afternoon, team manager Keven Kukulewicz said today.
KEVEN KUKULEWICZ: “We won’t have any problem getting the primary car repaired for
Race Day. Everything is repairable, and we’re going to try to make an effort to get Anthony in his T-car
today to give him some laps. Other than that, we’re just going to take it easy.” (About Foyt physically and
mentally, and if the team would have teammates Carpenter or Hamilton shake down the backup car): “I
have every bit of confidence in Anthony. This was a failure on a crew member’s part. Anthony is a
professional guy, and he processes this stuff well. He’s got a bit of a burn on the back of his neck, but
he’s a good ‘ol boy and he’s ready to go back at this.”
A.J. FOYT IV: “I’m fine, just have a little burn on my neck, that’s all. It wasn’t until I turned
into the corner did I know stuff was going bad. It was just a mistake; we left something off the car that
was supposed to be on it, and it broke loose going into the corner and that’s what caused the flames. To
feel completely out of control is the worst feeling in the world to me, and that’s what happened.” (About
his mindset after a frustrating weekend): “I’m fine mentally, and crashes like this where you know what
happened and what caused it, you can brush those off pretty quick. It’s when you snap loose and crash
and don’t really know what happened, that’s what gets to your head. It’s just unfortunate. It was a brandnew car we brought to Indy, and it’s destroyed right now.” (About what is next for the team): “We’re
going to get the backup car out. It hasn’t been on the track this month, so they are going to go through it
and see what we have to do. We just need to go through the crashed car and see what is going on. We
definitely don’t need to rush to get something out there; we need to make sure it’s right.” (About his
ability to return to track to shake down the T-car): “I can go out there. After a hit like that, you’re not
exactly great, but it’s nothing serious, and I wouldn’t mind going out there and shaking it down.”
***
3:16 p.m. – GREEN.
3:44 p.m. - #91 Lazier enters clear track for a qualifying simulation. After laps of 218.071 mph,
211.559 mph and 216.408 mph, he returns to pit lane.
3:46 p.m. - #96 Dominguez goes out, does a warm-up lap at 209 mph followed by a lap at
205.427 mph before returning to pit lane.
3:52 p.m. - #91 Lazier turns three laps at 217.265 mph, 216.859 mph and 216.812 mph.
3:56 p.m. - #96 Dominguez turns three laps at 217.351 mph, 217.498 mph and 217.427 mph.
4 p.m. - #44 Papis on track for a qualifying simulation. After an out lap and a warm-up lap, he
turns three laps at 215.123 mph, 209.592 mph and 215.076 mph.
4:13 p.m. - #44 Papis turns two laps at 214.172 mph and 214.836 mph before returning to pit
lane.
4:17 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualifying attempt.
(More)
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INDYCAR SERIES QUALIFYING:
At 4:15 p.m., the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 34 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 21 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 102
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
4:23 p.m.

#96

MARIO DOMINGUEZ/Mexico City
Visit Mexico City/PCM Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1

1 – 41.3169 – 217.829
2 – 41.3406 – 217.704
3 – 41.3143 – 217.842
4 – 41.3365 – 217.725
T 2:45.3083 – 217.775

UA – 1

***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE:
4:30 p.m. – GREEN.
4:47 p.m. - #96 Dominguez on track for a qualifying simulation. He turns two laps at 218.325
mph and 218.773 mph before returning to pit lane.
5:05 p.m. - #96 Dominguez enters a clear track for a qualifying simulation. He turns five laps at
218.258 mph, 219.086 mph, 218.930 mph, 219.093 mph and 218.628 mph.
5:13 p.m. - #98 Yasukawa enters a clear track for a qualifying simulation. He turns four laps at
219.305 mph, 219.449 mph, 219.445 mph and 219.360 mph.
5:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Qualifying attempt.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE QUOTES:
SARAH FISHER (No. 67 Sarah Fisher Racing): “It was definitely too windy out there for us.
The car was moving around all over the place, and I just couldn’t trust it. We have a good race car, and
running around the track in these conditions isn’t accomplishing much for us. So as an owner, I had to
make that decision to park it for the day. The risk to continue running out there for us was way too high.
We’ll be back out on Friday.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “We used today to fine-tune our race
setup. We ran in some traffic again, and the McDonald’s car feels pretty good. I’m hopeful that we’ve
done all our preparation the right way and have quite a good race car. We’ll just have to sit and ponder it
for the next week. We ran in traffic, we ran on our own, and the car felt pretty good both ways. I think
we’re in good shape.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “I think our day went pretty well,
especially the afternoon session because the car was really good. I think we can have a really good race
and be really competitive here. We have been going back and forth on the setup, and at the end I think we
really did find a pretty good race car. That was the goal for today, and that’s what we did. I ran with
(Dan) Wheldon and (Ed) Carpenter pretty much the whole last run, and the car felt good in traffic. We’ll
just have to see what happens with the weather because I think that’s going to be our biggest curve ball.”
(More)
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INDYCAR SERIES QUALIFYING:
At 5:15 p.m., the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 37 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 20 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 95
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
5:30 p.m.

#91

QA-1 (QE-2)

5:34 p.m.

#96

BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
Hemelgarn Johnson - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
1 – 41.4227 – 217.272
2 – 41.4357 – 217.204
3 – 41.4562 – 217.097
4 – waved off

UA – 1

MARIO DOMINGUEZ/Mexico City
Visit Mexico City/PCM Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2

1 – 41.1127 – 218.910
2 – 41.1812 – 218.546
3 – 41.1843 – 218.530
4 – 41.1910 – 218.494
T 2:44.6692 – 218.620
#96 Dominguez bumps #98 Yasukawa from field.
5:38 p.m.

#98

Q – 48

ROGER YASUKAWA/Los Angeles
CURB Records/hh gregg/Real Power - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-1 (QE-2)

1 – 41.1157 – 218.894
UA – 1
2 – 41.1626 – 218.645
3 – 41.2236 – 218.322
4 – 41.2136 – 218.375
T 2:44.7155 – 218.559
#98 Yasukawa’s three-lap average speed was 218.620 mph – identical to the four-lap average of
the driver on the bubble, #96 Dominguez.
#44 Papis encountered clutch problem while trying to exit pits for qualification attempt at 5:43,
Rubicon team removed car from line.
#25 Roth withdraws car from technical inspection line.
5:47 p.m.

#91

BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
Hemelgarn Johnson - Dallara/Honda/Firestone
QA-2 (QE-3)
1 – 41.0534 – 219.227
2 – 41.0264 – 219.371
3 – 41.0923 – 219.019
4 – 41.1999 – 218.447
T 2:44.3720 – 219.015
#91 Lazier bumps #96 Dominguez from field.
(More)

Q – 49
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5:52 p.m.

#98

ROGER YASUKAWA/Los Angeles
CURB Records/hh gregg/Real Power - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-2 (QE-3)

5:58 p.m.

#96

1 – 41.0991 – 218.983
2 – 41.2285 – 218.296
3 – 41.2436 – 218.216
4 – 41.2070 – 218.409
T 2:44.7782 – 218.476

UA – 2

MARIO DOMINGUEZ/Mexico City
Visit Mexico City/PCM Racing - Dallara/Honda/Firestone

QA-3

1 – 40.9501 – 219.780
UA – 2
2 – Accident Turn 1
#96 Dominguez does a half-spin in the middle of Turn 1 almost simultaneously with the firing of
the gun to close the track. The car makes moderate contact with the SAFER Barrier with the left rear and
comes to a rest along the SAFER Barrier in Turn 2. Dominguez climbs from the car without assistance
from the Delphi Safety Team.
***
Buddy Lazier claims the Firestone Final Qualifier Award and its $50,000 prize. A.J. Foyt IV
claims the Red Gold Red Zone Award and its $10,000 prize for the fastest single lap during a qualifying
effort today. Foyt’s second lap was 219.412 mph.
***
The Grand Finale event of Operation Restoration, in which local celebrities have taken up the
challenge to spend a night in the IMS infield and forego the comforts of home to raise awareness and
funds for Wheeler Mission, will take place at 6 a.m. Monday, May 19. Wheeler Mission officials and
local dignitaries will announce Operation Restoration proceeds raised to date and the next phase of the
program. The announcement will take place at the Operation Restoration campsite, located at the south
end of the infield lake along Hulman Boulevard and directly east of the Media Center.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #96
Dominguez has been checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to
drive.
(Note: Dominguez quote is included in the Quote Sheet)
***
INDYCAR SERIES POST-QUALIFYING NOTES:
• There are four former Indianapolis 500 winners in the starting field: Buddy Lazier (1996), Helio
Castroneves (2001, 2002), Buddy Rice (2004) and Dan Wheldon (2005). Between them they have
five victories. The record for most former winners in the field is 10, in 1992. The fewest, other
than the inaugural race in 1911, is zero in 1912.
• Dan Wheldon has led 204 career laps in the Indianapolis 500, more than any other driver in this
year’s field. Tony Kanaan is the only other driver in the field who has led more than 200 career
laps in the Indianapolis 500. Kanaan has led 202 laps.
• There is a combined 104 previous Indianapolis 500 starts among the 33 drivers in this year’s
field. The record is 260 years of experience, set in 1987 and 1992. There were 160 years of
combined experience in last year’s field.
• The oldest driver is Marty Roth, 49. The youngest qualifier is Graham Rahal, 19.
(More)
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•

This is the 10th-closest matched field by time in Indianapolis 500 history. 5.3748 seconds
separate fastest qualifier Scott Dixon and slowest qualifier Marty Roth. The record is 3.2422
seconds set in 2001.
• Troy Ruttman became the youngest Indianapolis 500 winner when he won the 1952 race at age
22. Ruttman started the 1952 race from the seventh position. Marco Andretti will start the 2008
Indianapolis 500 from the seventh position. Marco Andretti is 21.
• Buddy Lazier qualified for his 16th Indianapolis 500. This will be his first start from the Last
Row. Previously, his lowest starting position was 28th in 2004.
• Lazier is the most experienced driver in the field, with 15 previous Indianapolis 500 starts. The
record is 35, set in consecutive years from 1958-1992 by A.J. Foyt.
• Eleven rookies have qualified for the Indianapolis 500, the most since 13 in 1997. This year’s
rookies are Hideki Mutoh, Graham Rahal, Justin Wilson, Alex Lloyd, Ryan Hunter-Reay, Will
Power, Oriol Servia, E.J. Viso, Mario Moraes, Enrique Bernoldi and Jaime Camara. Mutoh is the
fastest rookie at 223.887 mph.
• In addition to the 11 rookies in the race, there are two drivers (Townsend Bell, Bruno Junqueira)
who did not start in last year’s race.
• There are nine graduates of Firestone Indy Lights in the field. They are Marco Andretti, Jaime
Camara, Ed Carpenter, A.J. Foyt IV, Alex Lloyd, Hideki Mutoh, Graham Rahal, Marty Roth and
Jeff Simmons.
• If a driver is going to win the Indianapolis 500, he or she will most likely do it in either their third
or fourth start, based on past results. Thirteen drivers won for the first time in their third start, and
13 drivers won for the first time in their fourth start. The 2008 Indianapolis 500 will be Danica
Patrick's fourth Indianapolis 500.
• The 2008 Indianapolis 500 will be Tomas Scheckter's seventh Indianapolis 500 start and his
seventh start from the fourth row. Scheckter is starting the 2008 race from the 11th position.
• Townsend Bell qualified a career-best 12th for the Indianapolis 500. He qualified 15th in his only
other start in 2006.
• Darren Manning qualified a career-best 14th for the Indianapolis 500. His previous best was 15th
in 2004 and 2007.
• Davey Hamilton qualified 18th, his best start since starting 11th in 1999. Hamilton started 20th, 26th
and 28th in his last three Indianapolis 500s (2007, 2001 and 2000, respectively).
• Milka Duno qualified 27th, bettering her rookie effort of 29th last year.
***
A total of 43 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirtyeight drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 13,262 laps this month. Will Power turned
114 laps today and has turned 559 this month, most of any driver. There were eight yellow flags for 1
hour, 45 minutes. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at
the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
The next on-track activity is Thursday, May 22.
THURSDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-9:45 a.m.
Firestone Indy Lights practice
11-11:45 a.m.
Firestone Indy Lights practice
1:15 p.m.
SWE Pole Qualifying
*** END DAY 13 NOTES ***

DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2008
Page 1
TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-9:45 a.m.
Firestone Indy Lights practice
11-11:45 a.m.
Firestone Indy Lights practice
1:15 p.m.
SWE Pole Qualifying
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS PRACTICE REPORT:
At 8:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 52 degrees with a relative humidity of 60 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 5 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 67 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
9 a.m. – GREEN. #7 Antinucci leads a string of 18 cars on track.
9:18 a.m. – YELLOW. #3 Williams does half-spin on the acceleration lane exiting the pits in
Turn 1. The car comes to a stop in the grass and is towed back to pit lane by the Delphi Safety Team.
9:27 a.m. – GREEN.
9:45 a.m. – CHECKERED.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE SESSION:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
25
J.R. Hildebrand
191.575 mph
2.
11
James Davison
190.950 mph
3.
17
Bobby Wilson
190.355 mph
4.
26
Arie Luyendyk Jr.
190.307 mph
5.
16
Brent Sherman
190.279 mph
***
J.R. Hildebrand gave up baseball to become a race driver, but his baseball skills haven't
diminished in the time away from the diamond.
The Firestone Indy Lights points leader traded his driving gloves for batting gloves May 20 when
he and fellow Firestone Indy Lights driver Logan Gomez visited Victory Field as a guest of the
Indianapolis Indians, the Triple-A affiliate of the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Hildebrand, who played left field and center field for Redwood (Calif.) High School as a
freshman and sophomore, impressed members of the Indians’ staff with his hitting skills and his pitching
arm when he threw out the ceremonial first pitch.
J.R. HILDEBRAND: "That was cool. I always enjoyed playing baseball into high school, but
then I got into racing and that was my passion, so I quit playing ball. It's always cool to go out and throw
the ball around a little bit. I hit the ball pretty well in batting practice. They didn't let me warm up, so I
didn't throw (the pitch) as hard as I thought I would, but I made it to the plate, so that's good."
***
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IndyCar Series driver Ed Carpenter and Firestone Indy Lights driver Logan Gomez took
advantage of the lack of on-track activity on Community Day (May 21) to spend time giving back to the
Greater Indianapolis community.
Carpenter and Gomez helped with the construction of Habitat for Humanity's latest project in
Central Indiana by installing Johns Manville insulation into two homes being built by employees of Eli
Lilly. The materials for the homes were provided by Menards, which sponsors Carpenter and Gomez.
The two drivers were joined by John Menard, president of Menards, Inc., IRL Founder and CEO
Tony George, and Chris Gerd, national account manager for Johns Manville and Menard’s son Paul, who
competes in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.
The group turned their work into a race of their own, as they tried to see who could nail in their
section of wrapping first. Each then autographed the section they worked on.
LOGAN GOMEZ: "Installing insulation and installing Tyvek wrapping isn't what I normally do,
but it was great. Habitat for Humanity of Greater Indianapolis is such a great organization. It's great to see
all these people out here working side-by-side. It's like their racing, which goes along with what we're
doing at the Speedway. Their efforts mean a lot to the people who will live in these houses."
ED CARPENTER: "I've never been involved in Habitat for Humanity, but my wife's (Heather)
grandfather is involved with it in Florida. He goes once a week, so I hear a lot about it from him. To have
the opportunity to come out here with Menards and Johns Manville and see what it is all about, I think it's
something that I want to do with my free time in the future. I like working on my own houses, but to help
another family get back on their feet is a special thing."
***
Helio Castroneves, the reigning "Dancing with the Stars" champion, predicted a week before the
new season of the hit ABC show started March 24 that Olympic figure skating gold medalist Kristi
Yamaguchi would be a favorite to win the mirror ball trophy.
Not necessarily a bold move, but a good eye anyway.
Yamaguchi and professional dance partner Mark Ballas were crowned Season 6 champions on
May 20. Yamaguchi will get a close-up view of Castroneves' pursuit of his third victory in the 92nd
Indianapolis 500 on May 25. Yamaguchi will wave the green flag to send the 33 drivers on their way.
Castroneves' pro partner from the Season 5 championship, Julianne Hough, will sing the national anthem.
Castroneves, who served as a guest reporter for "Entertainment Tonight" during the competition,
said it was "strange" to be sitting in the audience during the results show.
HELIO CASTRONEVES: "That's it: I'm not the reigning champion anymore. Hopefully,
winning the race here I'll still be champion -- Indy 500 champion. She did a great job. The best dancer
definitely won the competition. The nerves definitely came back. I didn't like it. I preferred to be dancing
than watching. It was great to see everyone involved with the show again.”
***
Julianne Hough, a professional ballroom dancer who partnered with Helio Castroneves to win
ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars” last November, will lead the opening production of the 2008 IPL 500
Festival Parade on Saturday, May 24.
Hough will join 400 members of the Indianapolis Children’s Choir as they perform the song “I
Won’t Dance / Shall We Dance.”
The more than 300,000 spectators who are expected to line the 2-mile parade route will get a
glimpse of the 33 starting drivers of the 92nd Indianapolis 500, more than 80 specialty units, floats,
marching bands and entertainment groups, giant inflatable balloons and costumed characters, including
Donnie and Eliza Thornberry, Cosmo and Wanda, the Pink Panther and the Care Bears.
***
(More)
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FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS PRACTICE REPORT:
At 11 a.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with a relative humidity of 39 percent and
winds from the northeast at 1 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 94 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
11 a.m. – GREEN. Group 1.
11:21 a.m. – CHECKERED.
11:23 a.m. – GREEN. Group 2.
11:42 a.m. – YELLOW and CHECKERED. #8 Olson whitewalls with the right rear with the
SAFER Barrier at the exit of Turn 2 and continues to pit lane.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE SESSION:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
15
Dillon Battistini
190.009 mph
2.
5
Andrew Prendeville
189.370 mph
3.
11
James Davison
189.125 mph
4.
33
Wade Cunningham
188.793 mph
5.
25
J.R. Hildebrand
188.604 mph
FASTEST COMBINED PRACTICE SPEEDS:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
25
J.R. Hildebrand
191.575 mph
2.
11
James Davison
190.950 mph
3.
17
Bobby Wilson
190.355 mph
4.
26
Arie Luyendyk Jr.
190.307 mph
5.
16
Brent Sherman
190.279 mph
***
Planet Green, the first and only 24-hour eco-lifestyle television network from Discovery
Communications launching June 4, is coming to Indianapolis over Memorial Day weekend to spread a
little green at the Indianapolis 500, the largest-attended single-day sporting event in the world. Planet
Green is teaming up with the IndyCar Series to offer a greener experience at this year’s Indy 500 and to
educate fans about how they can help the environment.
On Sunday, May 25, Planet Green’s on-air talent will offer race fans tips throughout the day on
little things they can do to make a difference. Via Jumbotron messages at the track, Tom Bergeron of
Planet Green’s new series “Supper Club” talks about the merits of drinking organic beer and eating
locally sourced food; Emeril Lagasse from “Emeril Green” will ask fans to act responsibly when they
tailgate and offer ideas about reusable items; Tommy Lee and Chris “Ludacris” Bridges from
“Battleground Earth” will make fans aware of all of the recycling bins available on the race grounds; and
Steve Thomas from “Renovation Nation” will offer tips on green home improvement.
After the last car has rounded the track and all of the fans have left the Brickyard, the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway’s greening efforts will still be in full swing. On Monday, May 26, Planet
Green will outfit the Indy cleanup and recycling crew in organic cotton Planet Green “Green Team” Tshirts before they get to work on the enormous day-after cleanup. The network will also provide
additional volunteers to help pitch in with the cleanup efforts. The crew will make sure the Speedway and
most of the garbage produced during the race is sorted, and those items that can be recycled are put in
proper containers and taken to recycling centers. The clean-up will be captured on film and featured as a
special part of Planet Green’s new series “The ‘G’ Word” with “Garbologist” Todd Sutton.
***
(More)
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Angie’s List, where thousands of consumers share their ratings and reviews on local service
providers in more than 330 different categories, has signed on as primary sponsor of the No. 5 KV Racing
Technology entry driven by Oriol Servia.
The sponsorship is the Indianapolis-based company's first step into the auto racing world but an
expansion of its national advertising plan first launched in 2007. Angie Hicks established Angie's List 13
years ago, initially going door-to-door to sign up members. The company now employs more than 350
people and provides service to more than 650,000 members across the country.
ANGIE HICKS (Founder, Angie’s List): “Angie's List has been on a pretty fast pace these past
two years. With this partnership, you might say we've stepped on the gas again."
KEVIN KALKHOVEN (Co-owner, KV Racing Technology): “Angie's List knows what it
takes to build a winner, and we're going to be working hard to earn top grades on Sunday. We are very
pleased to have Angie's List on our team."
***
Entry updates: The car name for the No. 16 Firestone Indy Lights entry driven by Brent Sherman
has been changed to National Guard Delphi.
The car name for the No. 9 Firestone Indy Lights entry driven by Jonny Reid has been changed to
Integra.
The car name for the No. 2 Vision Racing entry driven by A.J. Foyt IV has been changed to Lilly
Diabetes/Vision Racing.
The car name for the No. 41 A.J. Foyt Enterprises entry driven by Jeff Simmons has been
changed to ABC Supply/Foyt Racing.
The car name for the No. 5 KV Racing Technology entry driven by Oriol Servia has been
changed to Angie’s List Special.
***
The winner of the 2008 Indianapolis 500 has been offered a car to drive in the fourth annual Old
Spice Prelude to the Dream dirt late model stock car race June 4 at Eldora Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio.
Many NASCAR Sprint Cup Series stars will compete in the event on the famed half-mile clay
oval, including Tony Stewart, Jeff Gordon, Jimmie Johnson, Kasey Kahne, Carl Edwards, Kevin Harvick,
Matt Kenseth, Mark Martin, Denny Hamlin, Bobby Labonte and Kyle Busch.
The dirt late model stock car that will be waiting for the winner of the 92nd Indianapolis 500 will
feature logos from the Indianapolis 500 and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The 2,300-pound dirt cars
feature engines that generate more than 800 horsepower.
Proceeds from the event will be donated to support construction of the Victory Junction Gang
Camp II in Kansas City and the Tony Stewart Foundation. The event will be televised live at 7 p.m. (ET)
on HBO Pay-Per-View.
TONY STEWART (Two-time Allstate 400 at the Brickyard winner): “The winner of the 92nd
Indianapolis 500 has a standing offer to compete in this year’s Old Spice Prelude to the Dream at Eldora
Speedway. We’ll have a car waiting for him or her, and we’d love to have whoever puts their name on the
Borg-Warner Trophy at Indianapolis come about two hours east and compete in a dirt late model to raise
money for charity. There are many talented drivers competing in this year’s Indianapolis 500. We’d love
to have whoever wins come to Eldora. It’d be great to see Helio Castroneves, Tony Kanaan, Dan
Wheldon, Scott Dixon, Marco Andretti, Danica Patrick, Graham Rahal or any of the other 26 talented
IndyCar Series drivers in this year’s Indy 500 try their hand behind the wheel of a dirt late model.”
***
(More)
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Indianapolis 500 veteran Sarah Fisher is continuing her role as TAG Heuer brand ambassador by
promoting the motorsport-inspired TAG Heuer “Avant Garde” Eyewear.
Fisher will start 22nd in the 92nd Indianapolis 500 on Sunday.
SARAH FISHER: “TAG Heuer Eyewear has been a great partner of mine. For them to believe
in what we are trying to accomplish means a lot to our entire team. I’m honored to represent them.”
***
Members of the ABC-ESPN team that is broadcasting the 92nd Indianapolis 500 on Sunday spoke
to members of the media during a teleconference May 20:
JED DRAKE (Senior vice president and executive producer, ESPN): (What is the
significance of the Indianapolis 500?): “This is a spectacle that in a world of events that we are fortunate
enough to cover, sets itself above just about any other event that we do in terms of its grandeur, in terms
of its history, in terms of the sheer speed at which these cars fly around on a track of this size. It is an
event that we look at on our calendar every year. We admire it, and we plan for it. We have a wonderful
confluence of reunification, a next generation of drivers and the inevitable and omnipresent story of
Danica Patrick. When you take all of those factors, throw them into the history and heritage of this race,
and the heritage of the coverage on ABC, I do believe that in a world of hyperbole, this one is not
hyperbolic its going to be a great spectacle, and we are very much looking forward to televising it.”
MARTY REID (Lead announcer): (About effect of unification on open-wheel racing): “The
significance of the first time since 1996 when open-wheel racing will finally race at Indianapolis with the
33 fastest drivers from North America that converged under one banner. It truly is the next step in the
building process. We saw all the things that tore this sport apart, and now all of a sudden since February
were seeing domino after domino fall into place.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR (Race analyst, Indianapolis 500 veteran): (About overreliance on
Danica Patrick storyline): “If she was not worthy of it, I think one would need to be careful. She goes into
Turn 1 at 230 mph and does not take her foot off. There’s a very small amount of population that would
be able to do that with all the training. She’s out there not only competing against but beating the guys, so
I think she deserves all the stuff she gets on the air. I’m sure that knowing drivers as they are, there are
some that realize that this is a great thing for the sport. There are probably some that are a little jealous of
the attention that she gets. I think they all realize that Danica is good for their sport, which is their
business. Any time that we can increase the awareness of our business, I think it’s terrific.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (Race analyst, 1998 Indianapolis 500 winner): (How different is the
overall quality of the cars with the merger?): “With the arrival of the new teams, you have a whole new
DNA into IndyCar racing, and it’s a DNA that was absent for a long time. I don’t think the quality of the
first three teams has changed that much. The Penskes, the Ganassis and the Andretti Greens have always
been bumping up the bar, but over the whole, if you look at the whole grid, it’s a strong grid. It’s got a lot
of international input that wasn’t there before, and I think we’ve achieved a point in time where IndyCar
racing is now ready to propel itself into a level where it has not been for the past 30 years, not the last 10
or the last 20. It’s in a position to really go into places where it has never gone before.”
***
HVM Racing, which fields the Indianapolis 500 entry driven by E.J. Viso, has launched a
redesigned team Web site at www.hvm-racing.com. The team competes full time in the IndyCar Series.
***
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The No. 12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing car driven by Tomas Scheckter will feature the logo
of Eyes on the Road, a campaign to fight blindness, during the 92nd Indianapolis 500.
Eyes on the Road is the brainchild of Indy 500 fan and trucking enthusiast Mark Harter of
Indianapolis, who is legally blind, and consists of a partnership between Schepens Eye Research Institute
in Boston and Truck.Net, the nation's leading trucking industry Internet portal. Its purpose is to increase
awareness of and funding for research to prevent and cure blindness.
For more information on Eyes on the Road, visit www.eyesontheroad.org.
***
Indianapolis 500 veterans Jim Guthrie and Tyce Carlson are enjoying their roles as team owners
in the Firestone Indy Lights and Firestone Freedom 100.
Three-time Indy starter Guthrie owns Guthrie Racing, which fields cars for his son, Sean Guthrie,
and Logan Gomez, Micky Gilbert and Tom Wieringa in the Firestone Freedom 100.
Two-time Indy starter Carlson is co-owner of Alliance Motorsports, which fields the entry driven
by Chris Festa.
JIM GUTHRIE: “It’s pretty special to be here. Indy is Indy. If he (Sean) won here, I'd pretty
much say he'd never have to win again. Of course, he'd want to. He's been racing ovals in karts and things
since he was 8. At least maybe I can get a ring as an owner. Seeing friends every year here … Chucky the
paper guy, others … the only place I get to see these people is Indy. It makes you feel special just to be a
part of it. Sean and I talk racing 24-7, and if we're not doing that, we're working on cars." (About what he
can teach Sean): "Looking for the outside in, you can see that a lot easier than inside out. I'm a great
armchair quarterback. I know how to do it and how not to do it. I know it both ways, but it's cheaper to
work on how to not do it first!"
TYCE CARLSON: "Myself and three partners own Alliance Motorsports. We bought all of
Kenn Hardley's equipment in December and hired Chris Festa as the driver just before Homestead. I love
it. It gets me back to the track where I think I belong, and it keeps me out of the race car where my wife
thinks I don’t belong! Chris knows quite a bit. As a car owner, I try to give him the best equipment and
personnel, everything I would've wanted as a driver." (About starting an IndyCar Series program): "That's
what's in our business plan. My goal and dream is to win the '500.' If I can't do it as a driver, I still want to
do it as an owner."
***
The Indy Racing League, the sanctioning body for the IndyCar Series, and the Grand Prix
Association of Long Beach have agreed to a five-year contract that will have the cars and stars of the
IndyCar Series racing on the streets of Long Beach beginning next year through 2013.
TERRY ANGSTADT (President, commercial division, Indy Racing League): “Long Beach
is an historic, world-class venue, and our entire organization is excited to have the race as an integral part
of our schedule. We can promise the racing fans of Southern California a highly competitive, fan-friendly
experience for many years to come.”
JIM MICHAELIAN (President and CEO, Grand Prix Association of Long Beach): “In
2009, the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach will celebrate our 35th year with a new era. Needless to say,
we’re extremely happy that the IndyCar Series will continue our tradition of being America’s greatest
street race. And we’re delighted that many great drivers will be returning to our streets, like Helio
Castroneves, who won our race in 2001, and Tony Kanaan and Scott Dixon, both of whom competed here
often. They’ll line up with rising stars like Danica Patrick, Graham Rahal, Will Power and Marco
Andretti to again offer our fans the best racing weekend in California.”
***
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SWE POLE QUALIFYING REPORT:
SWE Pole Qualifying consists of one warm-up lap, followed by a two-lap qualifying attempt.
Cars are ranked in order based on the quickest cumulative time. Only one attempt is allowed per car.
Track qualifying record: Jaime Camara, 1 minute, 34.8018 seconds, 189.870 mph (May 2005).
Fastest Firestone Indy Lights lap today: #25 J.R. Hildebrand, 46.9791 seconds, 191.575 mph (Practice 1).
At 1:15 p.m, the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with a relative humidity of 37 percent and
winds from the west-northwest at 8 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 112 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
(Cumulative two laps; times and speeds calculated using a traveling distance of 2.5 miles,
which corresponds with data registered by on-board telemetry. The green flag is given on the
second time by the flag stand.)
Time of
Day
1:17 p.m.
1:20 p.m.
1:24 p.m.
1:27 p.m.
1:31 p.m.
1:35 p.m.
1:39 p.m.
1:43 p.m.
1:46 p.m.
1:50 p.m.
1:53 p.m.
1:57 p.m.
2:01 p.m.
2:05 p.m.
2:09 p.m.
2:12 p.m.
2:16 p.m.
2:19 p.m.
2:23 p.m.
2:27 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2:34 p.m.
2:37 p.m.
2:41 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
2:48 p.m.
2:52 p.m.

Car Driver
24
4
20
92
22
18
21
43
17
11
5
15
7
55
54
2
26
25
9
34
26
8
33
6
16
3
23

Chris Festa
Sean Guthrie
Ana Beatriz
Mike Potekhen
Pablo Donoso
Cyndie Allemann
Al Unser III
Robbie Pecorari
Bobby Wilson
James Davison
Andrew Prendeville
Dillon Battistini
Richard Antinucci
Tom Wieringa
Micky Gilbert
Jeff Simmons
Arie Luyendyk Jr.
J.R. Hildebrand
Jonny Reid
Jon Brownson
Raphael Matos
Mark Olson
Wade Cunningham
Jake Slotten
Brent Sherman
Marc Williams
Logan Gomez

Lap 1
Time
48.6256
48.2516
47.9272
48.7553
48.1930
47.9870
48.3891
48.1662
48.1180
47.7613
48.1014
47.7475
47.9088
48.4465
48.5204
48.1361
48.1109
48.5038
48.8819
48.6683
47.7782
50.3138
47.7462
48.2489
47.8968
48.1596
48.0382
***

Lap 2
Time
48.8681
48.3329
47.8814
49.2879
48.3822
48.1106
48.5057
48.2175
48.2345
47.7853
48.1960
47.7955
48.0651
48.5069
48.6276
48.1600
48.5427
48.6214
48.9773
48.5453
48.0434
50.5285
47.9680
48.3681
48.0863
48.2435
48.1911

Cumulative
Time
1:37.4937
1:36.5845
1:35.8086
1:38.0432
1:36.5752
1:36.0976
1:36.8948
1:36.3837
1:36.3525
1:35.5466
1:36.2974
1:35.5430
1:35.9739
1:36.9534
1:37.1480
1:36.2961
1:36.6536
1:37.1252
1:37.8592
1:37.2136
1:35.8216
1:40.8423
1:35.7142
1:36.6170
1:35.9831
1:36.4031
1:36.2293

Average
Speed
184.627 mph
186.365 mph
187.875 mph
183.593 mph
186.383 mph
187.310 mph
185.768 mph
186.754 mph
186.814 mph
188.390 mph
186.921 mph
188.397 mph
187.551 mph
185.656 mph
185.284 mph
186.923 mph
186.232 mph
185.328 mph
183.938 mph
185.159 mph
187.849 mph
178.497 mph
188.060 mph
186.303 mph
187.533 mph
186.716 mph
187.053 mph

Rank
1
1
1
4
2
2
5
3
3
1
4
1
4
12
13
6
12
15
18
17
4
22
3
14
7
13
9
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FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS POST-QUALIFYING NOTES:
• Dillon Battistini earned his first SWE Pole Award. The rookie’s previous best start was second at
Homestead-Miami Speedway.
• This is the seventh pole for Panther Racing in Firestone Indy Lights, and the first this season. The
team earned two poles last season with Hideki Mutoh.
• James Davison qualified a career-best second. His previous best was seventh at HomesteadMiami and St. Petersburg 1.
• Wade Cunningham, the 2006 Firestone Freedom 100 pole sitter and race winner, qualified third.
Cunningham started second in 2005 and fifth in 2007.
• Ana Beatriz qualified fourth, the highest starting position for a woman in the Firestone Freedom
100. Mishael Abbott held the previous mark – 14th in 2005.
• Sam Schmidt Motorsports, which has fielded winning cars for Thiago Medeiros (2004), Jaime
Camara (2005) and Alex Lloyd (2007), placed three cars in the top six. Davison qualified second,
Beatriz fourth and Richard Antinucci sixth.
• Jeff Simmons, who will start 24th in the Indianapolis 500, qualified 10th.
• Sean Guthrie, Arie Luyendyk Jr. and Al Unser III, the sons of past Indianapolis 500 competitors,
qualified 16th, 18th and 19th, respectively.
• The top seven cars are separated by less than half a second, and the top 14 cars are separated by
less than one second.
***
In celebration of his first Indianapolis 500, HVM Racing driver E.J. Viso will sport a new helmet
design for the race and then retire it as a keepsake.
The helmet was designed by Viso’s cousin Juanco from Milan, Italy, and keeps with the motif of
the helmet worn for the first four races of the year that has lucky charms woven into the gold-and-green
design.
The Indy 500 helmet is named after Viso’s perception of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway:
“Square Oval.”
E.J. VISO: “You can once again find the Chinese symbol of power, strength and energy, and as
always, a small cross underneath the visor. I always will have a cross in the design, which is a tradition
that my mother started when she gave me small crosses to carry around in my pocket as a small child. Of
course, there is the row of bricks to illustrate the unique feature of this track.”
***
LIDS, a brand of Indianapolis-based specialty retailer Hat World, Inc., has signed as the primary
sponsor of Marty Roth’s #25 car for the Indianapolis 500. LIDS will also be an associate sponsor of John
Andretti’s 1-800-Las-Vegas #24 car.
MARGARET ROTH (President, Roth Racing): “We are very pleased to have LIDS come on
board as the primary sponsor of the No. 25 car and as an associate sponsor on the No. 24 car for the 92nd
Indianapolis 500. Having them join us is especially gratifying considering our Canadian connections.
LIDS has a number of stores throughout Canada and, being from Canada, we feel honored that they have
chosen to sponsor the only Canadian driver in the IndyCar Series. We look forward to LIDS involvement
with our team and hope to cap off a great month with a strong showing by both cars in the race on
Sunday.”
KEN KOCHER (President, Hat World Inc.) “Racing fans around the world are among the
most loyal sports fans and hat buyers, and we couldn’t be more excited about working with Roth Racing
on the world’s largest motorsports stage this weekend. The LIDS family of employees across North
America will be cheering hard for Marty and John on Sunday.”
***
(More)
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FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS POST-QUALIFYING QUOTES:
DILLON BATTISTINI (No. 15 Panther Racing, qualified first): “The car was great. I just stuck to the
mental plan that I had. The laps were very clean. I’m pleased with the way it went. The balance of the car
has been really good from practice into qualifying.” (About the track): “It’s the most challenging track
that I’ve been on, and you can really feel the speed, which is good.”
JAMES DAVISON (No. 11 Lifelock/Sam Schmidt Motorsports, qualified second): “The car was
spot-on. I was just chipping away with it at the practice sessions, and I just got it great. All in all, it’s a
great result for myself and the team after the really frustrating race results we’ve had earlier on in the
year. It basically just sets you up well for the race. It doesn’t guarantee anything. As they say, ‘Race day
is pay day.’ I had a good car in traffic this morning, and it was fast. That’s two ticks in the boxes, and
there should be no reason to feel unconfident going into the race. I guess I was just applying everything
I've learned at Homestead and Kansas in terms of what to do in qualifying. I was just focusing on what
Rick Mears told me to do. Just make sure you make the straightaways as long as possible and turn in as
late as you can to release the wheel. I was using all the tracking places I could to make sure I was able to
release the wheel. I think it was a pretty strong run. It seems like a lot of cars are having to shift or stay on
the limiter, and these cars aren't the easiest thing in the world to do a clean shift. I did clean shifts, and I
think my time is pretty strong. We'll just have to wait and see what the track conditions do and if it helps
anyone else. I just want to thank my team for doing a great job, and we're always going to feature up
there. We've just had a few unfortunate occurrences in the first couple of weeks that prevented us from
getting a result. The conditions are definitely warmer and we're not running in packs of cars, so that's the
explanation of why we go slower in qualifying. I think at absolute minimum a top five (on race day), and
I think a top three. It would mean so much to win on the oval and become the second ever to do that and
the first Australian to win on the oval. That would be huge. I've got quite an extended family. Cousins
who are very successful racing in Europe or Australia, but it's good to keep my family name at the
forefront in the American scene, which I think I've achieved in the last couple of years.” (About IMS):
“It's unlike any other circuit. If they build a speedway anywhere, it may be a better track to drive on, but it
just doesn't have the history. It's like trying to chance the Monaco street circuit and put it in a new one in
Singapore. It's just not the same. There's just so many famous drivers and team owners, and it's just a
great honor to be driving here in front of all the big names and continuing the tradition.”
WADE CUNNINGHAM (No. 33 Royal Spa, qualified third): “We struggled on the first practice
today. I didn’t do the open test a few weeks ago because I wasn’t confirmed to be driving here. We just
struggled all morning, as the time sheets showed. We got better in the second session and we were able to
get to a qualifying setup, which we thought would work, and it did. We were the quickest car on the first
timed lap, but unfortunately we had a full surge where it ran out of gas or we had a fuel pickup problem
coming out of (Turn) 2 on our second lap. It just killed our run so unfortunately we did not challenge for
the pole. The car didn’t go off at all, so in that respect, it’s disappointing. We could have had two poles at
Indy; it’s a great place to start from.”
ANA BEATRIZ (No. 20 Healthy Choice/Sam Schmidt Motorsports, qualified fourth): “I think it was
pretty good. It’s a big track, and it’s different from all the others that I’ve been to. It’s just amazing here.
The wind has changed a little bit since our first practice run. It’s a lot of wondering what gears to be in.
We’re just trying to be as fast as possible. It’s just really fun to race here, and I hope to continue doing
well in the season.”
(More)
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RAPHAEL MATOS (No. 27 Automatic Fire Sprinklers, Inc., qualified fifth): “We tried to find speed
in the car in the first session, but we ended up finding it in the second session. It was just not enough and
we just needed a bit more speed to have the pole, but that’s racing. We just have to work as hard as we
can to make our car better. You want to start in the front row, but it’s a long race and we have to manage
our tires so we can have a good result.”
RICHARD ANTINUCCI (No. 7 Lucas Oil/Sam Schmidt Motorsports, qualified sixth): “I made a
little mistake between the two laps that probably slowed the momentum going into the last one. That
probably hurt both of them. Being an average, you have to have your best form on both of them and I
think I made a small mistake, but you just have to go with the moment and with the wind. My car is fast,
and my teammates proved it. If we win the race, we know we'll take the points, and that's what the
objective will be. This is such a big event. I just like to go to every event and try to win the race. This is
great, though. I think you get a lot of recognition and get noticed if you do a good job here. This is the
heart of open-wheel racing. This is the back yard, the Brickyard. We always want more practice to
improve things, but for sure, we're pretty happy with how things are going right now, and I think we're
going to have a good weekend. It's very nice here. It's got a great feeling, and it's special. It's a rush.”
(About a four-car team): “It helps to dial in off of. We've got data to share. This year is faster than last
year, so it's key to look at one another and rub off of one another to push each other. It's good to have
teammates. (Sam Schmidt) has some important tips and keys, and I definitely listen to him with both ears
open.”
BRENT SHERMAN (No. 16 National Guard Delphi, qualified seventh): “I think the wind kind of
messed with us a little bit. We were right between fifth and sixth gear, and it was so hard to know what to
do. I was right on the limiter in fifth – do you shift, do you not shift? – so unfortunately I made the wrong
decision. It's bittersweet. I'm glad my team is running well and my teammate is running well. We're just
missing it a little bit somewhere. I don't know where. Maybe I need to lose a couple of pounds.” (About
running at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “It's cool. I've run over at O'Reilly (Raceway Park) several
times, and to be at the big track, the track is cool. I'm just happy that we have a car and that National
Guard and Delphi is on the car this weekend and the rest of the season. Things are going well for us. We
just need to keep the momentum up and run well here tomorrow.”
CYNDIE ALLEMANN (No. 18 Cabo Wabo, qualified eighth): “It was good. I lost two-tenths (of a
second) in the second lap, so I'm a little disappointed because I think we could do a little bit better. We'll
see tomorrow. It's just a great feeling. I didn't realize it before I came here, but there's just so many people
here, and you just feel the atmosphere. It's so great. It's really a big pleasure to be here.”
LOGAN GOMEZ (No. 23 The Guthrie Racing Special, qualified ninth): “The car felt good. I’m
rather surprised that we actually qualified ninth. It was looking like the track was slowing down a little bit
and the wind didn’t help on the backstraight. We’ll see how it shakes out in the race. I’m looking to show
really well in the race this year and make up for our disappointing performance last year.”
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 2 TMR Xtreme Coil Drilling, qualified 10th): “It wasn't far off of what we were
running earlier. We seem to be a little in between gears there, and I was talking about going out slower
there. I think I should've gone out slower than I did. It think our warm-up lap was our fast one, and we got
slower after that. We're not far off and with the way the schedule was today, that's our race car there. It's
not really a qualifying car, so we feel pretty good about the race tomorrow. I thought if we had a top-10
starting spot, that would be pretty good. We're OK, and we'll be fine in the race. We felt really good
running in traffic this morning, so I think we're in good shape.” (More Simmons on next page)
(More)
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(Jeff Simmons cont.) “In a place like this, with the speeds that we run, especially for the guys who are
starting farther back than me, your car gets dragged along, so you have to realize what kind of turbulence
you're going to be running in. I think we've got like 27 cars running here, so you get dragged along from
behind. You have to end up lifting at the start/finish line because you don't have any downforce and
you're getting pulled along with everybody else, so we just got to stay out of trouble and get into a good
position where we can just settle in for a while and see what our car is like for the rest of the race.”
(About how being in the Indy 500 field changes perspective): “It's not a whole lot different, but this is a
sprint race, so we've got to get after it a whole lot quicker. We've still got to go out there and feel out the
car quickly, and then if there's a car in front of you, pass him. Don't look much further than that, just one
car at a time. I don't think it's an advantage. These cars are actually quite different. When I went from the
Lights car to the IndyCar, I didn't notice the difference as much, but now that I've gotten back in this car,
it does feel a lot different. It feels lighter, and it feels like you can let it move around a lot more than you
can an IndyCar. But I also realized that you can fit two of these cars into Turn 1 a lot easier than you can
fit two IndyCars into Turn 1. You'll see a lot more side-by-side racing in this race than you will in the
IndyCars.” (About the significance of a Freedom 100 win): “I think it would be about the biggest race I've
won. I've won a fair amount of Indy Lights races, but this is the biggest one, so it would be great. I love to
do it. I would love to have come into this month not knowing if I was going to be driving and walk out of
it with two wins, to be honest.”
SEAN GUTHRIE (No. 4 Car Crafters Guthrie Racing): “We made a bunch of changes for that second
session, and the car ran much better. We weren't really working on qualifying, just race trim. My guess is
that we'll be good. With the way the Firestone tires have worked this weekend, as well as in the past, it's
always the best car that wins the race. It doesn't matter where you start. Two of my teammates have
improved 20 positions. I've done two races of 10, so it doesn't really matter where you start. It doesn't
really matter who you are or what you race, Indy's always been special. It was special to the F1 guys, it's
special to any IndyCar driver that you've ever met, so racing here is just awesome, just to be able to do it.
It used to be that you could only race here if you were in the ‘500.’ Now I've got to do it three times. At
the Freedom 100, this will be my third start, and every time it's just more and more exciting. Hopefully
we'll have a good run and take home the checkered flag and bring a ring back to Albuquerque.”
ROBBIE PECORARI (No. 43 SWE Racing/SWE Race Car Parts): “Well, the racetrack always stays
the same. Of course, I'm with a new team this year, but it's the same engineer as last year toward the end
of the season. We're just trying to figure everything out, and we’re done with qualifying now. We got
through it, and we're looking on to the race. Qualifying isn't everything as long as you can get to the front.
It's better than the team thought we were going to go. You can't ask more than that. I proved to myself last
race, going from 23rd to second, that qualifying isn't everything as long as you have a good race.”
(About racing at Indy): “As much as I see it, it's every driver's dream. It's just an awesome opportunity.”
PABLO DONOSO (No. 43 SWE Racing/SWE Race Car Parts): “The car feels fine, and we should
have a good car in the race. But we need more speed on the straights. This place is the best in the world,
and I’m so happy to be here. I have raced Silver Crowns with A.J. Foyt before, but nothing compares to
this track.”
AL UNSER III (No. 21 Ethos Fuel Reformulator): “We went out there and hung around. We didn’t get
too much practice time, but it’s just great to be here.” (About the chance for rain tomorrow): “Tomorrow
if it’s a little bit cooler, we’ll get a little bit more downforce. Hopefully we’ll get the race on the way
tomorrow.” (About racing at IMS): “It’s such a special place. The track isn’t like any other, and I’m glad
that I got a chance to jump in the car again.”
(More)
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BOBBY WILSON (No. 17 Patriot Bank Team E): “It was all right. Hats off to our team. It was a lot
better than last year. We have a new team this year, and I think we’re getting shuffled down the board. I
hope we can hang around the top 10 tomorrow. We did a qualifying sim this morning, and we were faster.
I couldn’t get the RPMs that I wanted during the run.”
MICKY GILBERT (No. 54 Guthrie Racing): “The car’s working like we want it to, but we had a fuel
problem and it was kind of unfortunate. Hopefully I’ll be able to run my times all race long. The track is
great right now, and I’m looking forward to the race. There’s nothing like running laps at Indy.”
ANDREW PRENDEVILLE (No. 5 Best Friends Animal Society): “I don’t think it was the best we
could have done. I can’t control the weather tomorrow, and the weather in Indianapolis is going to do
what it wants. It’s been fun; it’s a special experience. This will be my second time, and hopefully we’ll
have a little better result than last year, but it is always good to be here.”
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 26 Automatic Fire Sprinklers, Inc.): “I’m a little disappointed, actually.
We’ve been up front all year, and I thought we had something for the front row. It’s a tough place around
here. We were pretty neutral throughout the run, and there’s not much more in the car. We were flat out
all the way around, and the best we can do is work on tomorrow. We were fourth this morning in traffic,
so I think we have a strong car for the race. (Being in) an Indy Lights car is much less stressful than an
IndyCar, that’s for sure. But two laps around here you have to be consistent, and my second lap wasn’t
really consistent with the first lap because I got loose in Turn 2. It’s a good feeling to qualify here, and
hopefully we’ll have a good race and be back here next year in a big car.”
MARC WILLIAMS (No. 3 Royal Spa): “I gave it all I could, and I don’t know what more the car could
have done. I was flat out all the way around, trying to hit my marks correctly, and we did. It’s not too bad
of a performance being halfway through the field. It would have been nice to be further up, but we’ll see
how it goes in the race tomorrow. My second lap I had more of a push sensation and the tires were
worsening, but it was the best we could do and that’s all you could ask for.”
J.R. HILDEBRAND (No. 25 RLR/Andersen Racing): “We had some trouble getting out of pit lane,
and the car couldn’t turn enough to get out, and the brakes weren’t pumped back. We went out and nicked
the pit wall. From there, the car was pretty good, but it was slow in a straight line because the right side of
the front wing was messed up. We had a fast car through the practice session, and we just have to work on
the race setup and make it happen in the race.”
JAKE SLOTTEN (No. 6 Michael Crawford Motorsports): “It was all right. We didn’t have quite the
run we wanted to. The car felt like it was handling well, and I think we can be a little faster for the race.
This is my first time ever at the track, and I’m pretty thrilled about it. It’s a dream come true, and it’s just
awesome here. We just need to be patient and keep the nose clean tomorrow.”
(More)
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The Firestone Indy Lights fight for the Firehawk Cup takes on more significant meaning today,
with the introduction of a new and more impressive trophy worthy of the name "Firehawk Cup."
The new cup, a Bruce Fox, Inc. design made of fine silver, nickel silver, carbon fiber and
proprietary resin, standing 38½ inches tall and weighing 68 pounds, was created as part of Firestone's
ongoing commitment to support the Indy Racing League's driver development series. In March, Firestone
became title sponsor of the renamed Firestone Indy Lights and announced additional prize incentives
totaling more than $250,000 dollars for 2008.
To underscore the steeped tradition of the series, the names of all Firestone Indy Lights
champions dating to 1991 will be inscribed on the new Firehawk Cup. That includes the years of
Firestone and Dayton Indy Lights competition under the former Championship Auto Racing Teams
umbrella from 1991-2001 and what was previously the IRL's Indy Pro Series from 2002-07.
Among the additional prizes which will be presented by Firestone are a pair of "Legacy" awards
honoring two fondly remembered Firestone Indy Lights alumni. Firestone is pleased to announce the
continuation of the "Greg Moore Legacy Award" and the "Tony Renna Rising Star Award." Each will be
a $5,000 post-season prize honoring the memories of Moore and Renna, drivers whose racing careers
were cut far too short.
The Greg Moore Legacy Award is a continuation of the honor begun in CART/Champ Car
following the Canadian star's death in 1999. Moore was the Firestone Indy Lights champion in 1995
before moving up to CART in '96 and winning five races in four seasons. The award will retain the same
criteria - it's given to a driver who most typifies Moore's distinctive combination of outstanding on-track
talent and dynamic personality - and will be presented to a Firestone Indy Lights driver at the conclusion
of the season.
The Tony Renna Rising Star Award was previously an IndyCar Series honor recalling the driver
killed in a testing crash at Indianapolis in 2003. Renna raced in Firestone Indy Lights in 2001 before
competing in seven IndyCar Series events over the next two seasons. The award will go to the Firestone
Indy Lights driver who embodies the qualities - including teamwork, physical fitness and resourcefulness
- which Renna demonstrated.
AL SPEYER (Executive Director, Firestone Racing): "Firestone Indy Lights has been a great
proving ground for talented young drivers. Just look at the names that have honed their skills there before
moving onto the IndyCar Series. Tony Kanaan, Scott Dixon, Oriol Servia, Townsend Bell, A.J. Foyt IV,
Alex Lloyd - all are past Firestone Indy Lights champions who will drive this weekend in ‘The Greatest
Spectacle in Racing,' the Indianapolis 500. This just shows that Firestone Indy Lights is the right path to
the IndyCar Series. This is a very proud day for Firestone and the Firestone Indy Lights series. Not only
are we able to unveil this striking and extraordinary new Firehawk Cup, but we've also formalized the
'Legacy' awards so that the passion that Greg and Tony had for open-wheel racing will endure. Greg and
Tony were tremendous racers and even better individuals. Firestone is proud to keep their memories alive
in our hearts and to help inspire the next generation of drivers to greater heights."
ROGER BAILEY (Executive Director, Firestone Indy Lights): "Being from Detroit, I'm very
familiar with hockey's Stanley Cup and of course, the Borg-Warner Trophy, which is given here at
Indianapolis. Our goal is to have a trophy that is as recognizable as those iconic trophies."
(More)
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Firestone Indy Lights officials announced an agreement that makes Ethos For Earth’s Fuel
Reformulator the Official Fuel Reformulator of the Firestone Indy Lights, the official developmental
series of the IndyCar Series.
Under direction of Firestone Indy Lights officials, Ethos For Earth’s Fuel Reformulator was
tested by Firestone Indy Lights race cars at Homestead-Miami Speedway in March. The tests proved
positive by reducing friction, lowering emissions and improving fuel economy in the 420-horsepower
race cars.
Ethos For Earth’s Fuel Reformulator uses ester technology to lubricate and clean engines
resulting in a 7 to 10 percent increase in miles per gallon on average. Ethos can also reduce emissions by
30 percent or more, while increasing vehicle performance.
By using Ethos For Earth’s Fuel Reformulator, the Firestone Indy Lights cars will see the same
beneficial properties that consumers see in their daily use vehicles.
ROGER BAILEY (Executive Director, Firestone Indy Lights): “The Indy Racing League has
been the standard bearer in the greening of motorsports. We've been considering our options in how to
follow in the footsteps of the IndyCar Series and make our series greener. Adding Ethos For Earth's
product to our cars was the best way to help us do our part for the environment."
MIGUEL GALLIMORE (President, Ethos For Earth): “We’re so proud to be a part of the
Firestone Indy Lights as both a series and a team sponsor of American Dream Racing. The Indy Racing
League understands the importance of the green initiative, so this partnership is a great fit for us and
them. We have a product that is all natural, reduces emissions, improves gas mileage, and now it’s going
to be in the Firestone Indy Lights race cars. This is a great opportunity for everyone.”
***
Mesco Building Solutions announced today it has entered open-wheel racing with a sponsorship
of two contingency awards for the Firestone Indy Lights, the official developmental series of the IndyCar
Series.
The “Mesco Building Solutions Building for the Future Rookie of the Year Award” will award
$5,000 to the highest-finishing rookie in the Firestone Freedom 100 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
on May 23, while the “Mesco Building Solutions Building for the Future, Firestone Indy Lights New
Team of the Year Award” will award $5,000 to the best finishing new entrant at the end of the season.
ROGER BAILEY (Executive Director, Firestone Indy Lights): “It is fantastic to have a
relationship with a company like Mesco that understands the sport of motor racing and the need to
support the drivers and crew members that will eventually be the face of IndyCar Series racing.”
STEVE OWENS (Senior Vice President of Marketing, Mesco): “We have found that the
business-to-business pool of customers is unprecedented in auto racing. Our programs afford us the
opportunity to work directly with decision makers or those close to the decision makers. We work very
diligently with the teams and sponsors to deliver the best and most practical building solutions to meet
and exceed their needs, whether it’s a new race shop, jet hanger, coach storage or a new storefront.”
(More)
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Sarah Fisher Racing (SFR) announced today that text4cars.com will serve as the team’s primary
sponsor for the 92nd Indianapolis 500. Text4cars.com becomes the primary sponsor after the initial
primary sponsorship dissolved.
Text4cars.com was created for the purpose of giving free advertising to vehicle sellers while
making car shopping convenient and efficient for buyers. Sellers list their cars on the text4cars.com Web
site, and the vehicle remains advertised, free of charge, until removed by the seller. Buyers browse the
Web site, sorting and choosing cars of their choice. When buyers find an interesting car, they enter their
name and contact information. Text4cars.com immediately sends a text message identifying a potential
buyer to the seller.
SARAH FISHER: “I can’t express how emotional I feel at this point and time. I realize this is a
gift with only 72 hours left before the race. My only wish is that my fan base continues to be supportive
with this new partnership and its service to provide car-buying solutions for consumers. As a start-up
company, text4cars.com provides a progressive approach to modern-day car buying. I’m truly honored to
be associated with a company that thinks outside of the box. For a company like text4cars.com to step at
the ninth hour is truly a credit to their belief in what we are trying to accomplish. All the sponsors we
have brought on board in the last few weeks are truly inspiring and are a testament to our commitment to
succeeding as a minority-owned race team.”
***
FRIDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11 a.m.-noon
IndyCar Series practice
Noon
Firestone Indy Lights pre-race
12:30 p.m.
Firestone Freedom 100 (40 laps/100 miles)
1:30-3 p.m.
McDonald’s Pit Stop Competition
*** END DAY 14 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11 a.m.-noon
IndyCar Series practice
Noon
Firestone Indy Lights pre-race
12:30 p.m.
Firestone Freedom 100 (40 laps/100 miles)
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
Target Chip Ganassi Racing driver Scott Dixon, the pole sitter for the 92nd Running of the
Indianapolis 500, was presented a $5,000 check for the Cholula Hot Lap of the Day. The award was
presented to the driver who turned the fastest lap on Fast Friday – May 9. Dixon topped the speed charts
that day with a lap at 226.968 mph.
***
th
Levi Jones won the 38 Tony Hulman Classic at the Terre Haute Action Track last night. Jones
and Jerry Coons Jr. traded the lead three times during the 30-lap race. Jones led the final 13 laps to take
the victory.
***
Entry update: The car name for the No. 8 KV Racing Technology entry driven by Will Power has
been changed to Aussie Vineyards-Team Australia.
***
Conquest Racing announced today that it has formed a partnership with Bidaroo.com, a unique
Indiana-based online charity auction, to become title sponsor of the #34 car driven by Jaime Camara for
the 92nd Indianapolis 500.
Bidaroo.com, whose logo will appear on the sidepods of Camara’s orange-and-white Dallara, is
an auction-type Web site that sells new products such as iPhones, plasma TVs, Nintendo Wii game
systems and many more products for at least 90 percent below retail. Bidaroo donates a portion of net
proceeds to selected charities.
ROB GOUGH (Founder, Bidaroo.com): “We are extremely excited to be partnering with
Conquest Racing and Jaime Camara for the Indianapolis 500. The Indianapolis 500 is such a major event,
and it presents us with a great opportunity to expose Bidaroo.com not only locally but to the world.”
ERIC BACHELART (Owner, Conquest Racing): “We are pleased to have formed this
partnership with bidaroo.com. The concept behind the online charity auction is so unique and such a great
idea, and if at the end of the day we can help them raise even more money for their cause, then it makes
our work that much more meaningful.”
***
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The crew from Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing car #02 was named the winner of the 2008 True
Grit Award presented by C&R Racing, Inc. The crew includes Tim Coffeen, chief mechanic, Tim
Hornburg, tire specialist, John Tzouanakis, team manager and Davey Evans, who passed away earlier this
month.
***
Andy O’Gara, chief mechanic for the #67 Sarah Fisher Racing entry, was named the winner of
the 22nd Clint Brawner Mechanical Excellence Award. Presented annually since 1987 by the Clint
Brawner Foundation and underwritten by Firestone Racing, the award pays tribute to the memory of the
late Clint Brawner, chief mechanic on six national champion cars in AAA- and USAC-sanctioned series.
It rewards a chief mechanic at Indy each May who "exemplifies the mechanical and scientific creativity,
ingenuity, perseverance, dedication, enthusiasm and expertise" of Brawner.
***
Scott Dixon was presented the $5,000 Mi-Jack Top Performance Award for recording the fastest
single qualifying lap. Dixon’s fastest qualifying lap was 226.598 mph.
***
INDYCAR SERIES PRACTICE REPORT:
At 10:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 60 degrees with a relative humidity of 75 percent and
winds from the northeast at 8 mph. Skies were overcast. The track temperature was 75 degrees, according
to Firestone engineers.
11 a.m. – The start of practice is being delayed due to drying efforts following overnight and
early-morning rain.
11:15 a.m. – GREEN. #9 Dixon leads a string of 24 cars on track.
11:21 a.m. – All 33 cars have been on track for installation laps.
11:27 a.m. – YELLOW. Light rain reported in Turn 4.
***
#6 Briscoe was the only car not to complete a lap at speed. The team reports no problems.
***
Officials from the IndyCar Series and Honda Performance Development conducted a press
conference this morning at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to announce a five-year extension in the
relationship of Honda to supply engines to the IndyCar Series and to announce an automotive
manufacturers round table to discuss new specifications and encourage expanded manufacturer
participation.
TONY GEORGE (Founder & CEO, Indy Racing League): “We were able to start 2008 off on
a good, solid footing with the announcement that for the first time in a long time open-wheel racing in the
United States would be unified in one series. It’s been an interesting and challenging year so far, but I will
say that it’s gone very well from my perspective. I continue to hear around the paddock and around the
garage and everywhere we go that everyone’s excited about the tremendous opportunities we have going
forward. We’ve been able to work through all the issues of the month and the year so far because of the
great partnerships that we have. Certainly, one of those partnerships has been Honda. Since 2002, when
we first started talking about them competing in the IndyCar Series, we’ve come to know and appreciate
them and their support of open-wheel racing in North America, and we very much enjoy that support
ourselves to this day. One of the announcements, of course, is focused around Honda and their intentions
of continuing in the IndyCar Series for the foreseeable future. In addition, we also want to talk about the
work that really started last year around this time when we announced the Art Center project out in
Pasadena (Calif.) through, again, Honda’s support and their work with the Art Center.” (More Tony
George on next page)
(More)
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(Tony George cont.) “We were able to kind of really begin thinking about what our future IndyCars that
will compete in the next 100 years at Indianapolis will start looking like and working toward the timing of
introducing that; and, again, working with Honda and the chassis manufactures to help identify that. Now,
to take that to the next level, to begin looking at that critically and how practically we might apply what
we saw, we are going to start getting some feedback from the industry. One of the things we hope to do is
get some feedback from a number of other OEMs and car manufacturers that might be interested in
coming back into the sport of IndyCar racing, which means we’re going to be taking a close look at
competition and hopefully encouraging more involvement from manufacturers in the future. There’ll be
an industry round table that is created and is sort of kicked off in the next few weeks. I hope, too, that we
look at some of the other industry constituents that will weigh in and factor into our thinking of what our
platform’s going to be like.” (On cost containment going forward): “I think that we all have a good sense
for that. We (the IndyCar Series) were really on the leading edge of that. This business is a balance. It’s
technology, it’s sport, it’s entertainment. You have to keep a good balance. Clearly, if we can have
competition and manage it and make sure that we don’t let the costs get out of control or the technology
get in the hands of too few so that everyone can be competitive, we’ll be doing our job.”
ERIK BERKMAN (President, Honda Performance Development): (On extending Honda’s
IndyCar relationship thru 2013): “First, let me say that Honda is very pleased to be in IndyCar racing. I
think you know our history. Fifteen years ago, Honda Performance Development was created to launch
IndyCar racing for us. This was our first professional racing foray. Now with the unification and the
upcoming centennial, we have a great opportunity to launch into this second century of open-wheel racing
with a bang. We’ve been challenged at times going from the multi-manufacturer competition era to now a
single-engine supply era. We like the notion of competition that would include other manufacturers. So
we are delighted with the league’s intention to host this round table. We think working with other
manufacturers and discussing the concepts that we can bring back some competition that will help to
spice up the close racing that we already have. We could not be happier to be announcing today our
intention for five more years. That adds to the stability and what’s needed in going forward, so there is no
doubt where Honda’s position is. Secondly, I’d like to point out that everybody needs to make plans, and
Honda is no different. Our company has grown over these past 15 years. We’re at a point to where we
need the stability, as well, to understand what we will be doing. We’ve branched out to other forms of
racing in recent years. But now with this commitment for the next five years in IndyCar racing, that
allows us to have our own internal measure of stability and security for our workforces. I can’t just say
enough why Honda is racing - how it helps us develop our people and how through this continuing
culture of the racing spirit within Honda which is in fact our DNA. It makes us a better company, and that
is reflected in our products, which satisfy our customers.” (Do you get more benefit as a manufacturer
from being the exclusive supplier or from the ability to beat the competition and advertise that?): “I think
we get benefit if we go either way. There are different kinds of benefits out there. However, I can tell you
that when we started that exclusive supply, we didn’t know everything that we know now. We’ve learned
some things along that way. We’ve become better at our quality control in the reliability. We’ve evolved
the design to a point where we have a good product, and it’s better than where we started. Not that we
didn’t think that it would happen. There were some surprises along the way. They were good surprises
from what we could learn. The benefit of competition for us is something that is somewhat of an internal
reward. It’s a motivation for our company. Our company’s founder raced. He formed the company with
the intention of racing. Not all companies that have existed 50-plus years like us can say that anymore.
We have a strong racing spirit or racing culture in our company, part of our DNA. We get a lot of benefit
from people who learn something about racing through direct application hands on. We have grassroots
motorsports clubs and so on at our factories. Also have drag racing groups and go-karting groups.” (Erik
Berkman continued on next page)
(More)
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(Erik Berkman cont.) “We believe that we can help that through the professional racing series here,
instill in our company, and people of all walks of life in our company. They appreciate, follow and
applaud what we are doing here in racing. So, the spirit is high and we want to keep that going. That is
very important for us. Having competition is something that we want. We really do want that. In the event
that we continue as a sole supplier, we will still benefit from that. But we’ll turn our intentions and move
it in a different direction of work at getting better on what we do.”
TERRY ANGSTADT (President, commercial division, Indy Racing League): (What do you
take from the round table itself, and what are goals and objectives might be coming out of that?): “When
we were kind of brainstorming and developing this, we actually secured RWB, which has quite a bit of
experience in the automotive industry, and one of the representatives is here today, Clayton Triggs. They
will help us in terms of reaching out and really securing what we hope will be almost 100 percent
attendance. It really is to purely update and introduce - to get people thinking about our business. We’ll
talk about a little bit on where we think the (IndyCar) Series is going from a growth and development
standpoint. But then really turn it over to the industry experts. Look for their opinion, their advice and
their view of that next platform that we will be embracing. We could not be more excited about it. We
think that it is very consistent with the technology and innovation platform of not only the IndyCar Series
but the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Again, we think it is a great next step in the development of our
racing business.”
BRIAN BARNHART (President, competition and operations division, Indy Racing
League): “We’re very excited by the news of the extension of Honda’s participation in the IndyCar
Series. We’ve had a great relationship with them beginning on track in 2003. As Erik mentioned, both in
terms of competitive environment, as well as exclusive supply, it’s unparalleled performance in reliability
out of an engine manufacturer. We couldn’t be more pleased to see them continue. They won the
manufacturers championship at Indianapolis in 2004 and 2005, and they stepped to the plate in 2006 as an
exclusive supplier and have done a marvelous job providing outstanding equipment. It’s just an amazing
relationship. We really appreciate their willingness to help us grow the IndyCar Series both on and off the
track. It enables us to tell our participating teams and potential teams another piece of the puzzle longterm. They know engines are going to be provided at least by Honda, and Firestone tires will be on with
them. It’s a couple of pieces of the puzzle done. Now, we’ll do the industry round table and hopefully get
some collective agreement on what the next engine platform and racing platform will be.” (On the
purpose of industry round table related to future technology): “I think we would like to get the seniorlevel management people from the automotive industry to sit down and see if we can find a collective
agreement on what that technology will be. From a league standpoint, we’re open-minded. We want it to
be a fresh approach. When we get that many key players in the room at the same time; if we can find a
consensus amongst several of them that would like to participate in the IndyCar Series in the future under
that platform, we’ll be very open-minded.” (On how close the league is to making a commitment on the
new chassis): “It will be driven a little bit by the industry round table. Form follows function with regard
to that. Depending on what that platform is that’s chosen, will dictate various aspects of that chassis. We
certainly have appreciated what the College of Creative Studies and the Art School design project have
presented, and we like a lot of those concepts and may be able to incorporate some of those. But the next
step is determining what the engine platform’s going to be. At this point, I think we’re more inclined from
a league standpoint to stick with a single supply chassis. I really like the aspects of an exclusive supply on
the tires and an exclusive supply on the chassis. We’d really like to focus on multiple manufacturers on
the engine side. I think that’s the direction the series needs to go that makes the most sense. Exclusive
supply on chassis and tires is the best way of controlling performance, speed, cost, safety; many of those
aspects of it.”
***
(More)
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Pacific Coast Motorsports and the Mexico City Tourism Board announced today that they have
entered into an agreement with KV Racing Technology for the Indianapolis 500. The No. 5 Angie’s List
Special driven by Oriol Servia will carry the Visit Mexico City logo at the 92nd Running of the
Indianapolis 500. Pacific Coast Motorsports and the Mexico City Tourism Board announced their
program just one month ago. However, the team’s driver, Mario Dominguez failed to qualify for the
Indianapolis 500.
***
Westfield Steel, headquartered in Westfield, Ind., signed a $10,000 sponsorship with Sarah Fisher
Racing for the Indianapolis 500.
***
Rain has forced postponement of tonight's 56th "Hoosier Hundred" USAC K & N Silver Crown
Championship race at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. Track and USAC officials are discussing possible
dates for rescheduling.
***
2:57 p.m. – The McDonald’s Pit Stop Competition has been canceled due to persistent rain.
3:30 p.m. – CHECKERED. The remainder of IndyCar Series practice has been canceled due to
persistent rain.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF THE SESSION:
Pos. Car
Name
Speed
1.
10
Dan Wheldon
223.934 mph
2.
9
Scott Dixon
223.028 mph
3.
4
Vitor Meira
222.326 mph
4.
11
Tony Kanaan
222.130 mph
5.
24
John Andretti
221.699 mph
***
INDYCAR SERIES POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “My theory around here is that if you don't
know it by Carb Day, you're never going to have it. You can certainly fine-tune it in the race with all of
the pit stops you have. The balance seemed nice today. Let's just hope it's like that Sunday. It's really just
disappointing for the fans because, I don't know about the traffic you had coming in, but it seems like an
awful lot. I almost missed the drivers meeting and, let me tell you, if I miss the Indianapolis 500 driver's
meeting, Brian Barnhart would kick my butt royally, so I had to weave in and out a little bit.”
MARTY ROTH (No. 25 Roth Racing): “We tried something, and we're changing it, and we're waiting
to get back out there.There's a little bit of practice and the Indy Lights race to watch today, so hopefully
we'll get it all in.” (About Lids sponsorship): “Lids jumped on board just a couple of days ago, and they're
a local hat company. They're doing a big jump in Canada right now. They've got 875 locations around
North America right now. We're really excited to have them on board, and we hope to see them at the
checkered flag.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (No. 18 Z-Line Designs): “I’m confident in my car. We didn’t end up doing any
laps today. We spent most of the time in the pits working on the car, but I’m still confident. We probably
won’t make too many changes from today for Sunday.”
(More)
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SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “You want to go out there and get it done with.
It’s been nice to be here on Carb Day - we’ve been thinking about it a long while. All of us want to get
out there and race. We did maybe two laps with install or something and three laps at speed. It’s hard to
tell. Nobody is really running, nobody is really in traffic. I think the other group that was behind us later
on got a bit of a run in traffic. I know Dan (Wheldon) did. We learned a couple things with our fuel and
things like that but nothing that’s really going to lead to too much of an asset. Can’t wait to get in the car
and race.” (About going into the first turn with your teammate next to you): “Ah, it doesn’t bother me. If
he wants to lead, he can lead. Whatever happens from the start, we’re just going to take it cautious and
make sure we get through it and try and maybe sit back a little bit. We’ll see what our options are. I want
to see what the car is like in traffic early on, as well. We’re just going to see what comes.”
ALEX LLOYD (No. 16 Rahal Letterman with Chip Ganassi): “The car has been good so far. Today
wasn’t ideal, but it’s going to be a long race, so we’ll see. I’m going through this for the first time, and
there’s a lot of new stuff going on. I’m just glad we have had a whole month to get a good idea of how
everything works.”
BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Hemelgarn Johnson): “It has a lot of grip in it as compared to qualifying.
You just do the typical stuff. You want to be cautious, but you have to go hard enough to see how the car
will go. We're just doing the rain thing now." (About whether he's had enough laps in the car): "We have
by far the least amount of laps, so that puts the stress on the engineers. We'd love to have some more
laps.”
JOHN ANDRETTI (No. 24 Roth Racing): “We had a totally different setup on the car. We're trying to
set it up for 85 degrees. I don't know if we have it right. We certainly tried to build as much grip in it
mechanically. It still seems pretty good. The car has plenty of grip. I don't know. Nobody knows. I think
there are a few guys that will run off and leave everybody. I just hope to be a part of that second group of
guys that can hang on." (About making adjustments for race day): "We are going to make a change for the
race. I wish we would have gotten it in today, but I'm used to the weather. In NASCAR, it used to rain all
the time.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing): “(Were you able to get out for the
session?) “No, I didn’t even pass the Start/Finish line.” (So, you weren’t able to learn anything today)
“No, but we’ve had a month, so if you’re trying to learn anything today, you’re a little bit behind the 8ball anyway. Plus, the weather conditions are going to change so much, so today was really just
confirming some things. We did our leak check, we know it’s OK so we’re happy with that. I would have
liked more time, but I’m content with what we’ve done.” (About race day): “I’m feeling good. I’ve got a
good car, good team, good sponsors. I just want to race. I’ve been here a month, I’m ready to go.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Team Penske): “We weren't going for speed out there today, we just
wanted to use the session to get a feel for everything we'll need to consider on Sunday. This was the type
of practice that you want to use to make sure the engine is good, the setup is the way we want it and
things are running smoothly. The final practice session also gives you a chance to make sure you know
where the pits are and to get used to the layout for Race Day. This is the last time we'll be in the car until
the Indianapolis 500, so we want to make sure we've taken all these things into account while we had the
opportunity. We didn't get very many laps out there, but the Team Penske car seems to be running well,
and I think we're ready for Sunday.”
(More)
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TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven): “We were able to get everything done today in the Team 7Eleven car that we had to. We didn't get the track time we would have liked, but we got the car up to
speed and shook it down. We're ready for the race.”
DARREN MANNING (No. 14 ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing): “We did about half of the stuff that
we wanted to do, scuff in some tires and tested our fuel system. We didn’t get to run on full tanks, but the
ABC car felt good, nice and fast. We hit a little bit of traffic, and I found out that the brakes worked well,
so that was good. I’m pretty happy with the car.”
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 41 ABC Supply/Foyt Racing): “I never put a full lap together, but we ran
enough to know that we have a good balance in the car. I feel we’re in good shape for the race.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): “We did an installation lap in the McDonald’s
car, and that was it. We left the pits to try and do our first run, and as soon as I got to the end of pit lane it
was yellow, so we didn’t do anything today. It’s a shame, but I’m sure everything will be fine. Some
people got five laps in, but we did an install check, so that takes a couple of minutes, and by then it started
raining. So literally we did nothing, but we know the car should run. I’m starting the race from the inside
of the row, and its obviously going to be tricky since we’ve had so little time to go three-wide through the
turns due to the weather. It’s going to be fun but difficult. I would be happy to finish on the lead lap and
be in the top 10. It’s a shame we’re not doing the Pit Stop Contest, seeing as it was sponsored by
McDonald’s. On the positive side, we didn’t have a spare car to do it in, so we were going to have to do
the contest in our race car, unlike the others. It’s a bit easier on our race car, and we’ll have a better
chance of our drive shaft and gear box and everything lasting the distance of a 500-mile race.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): “I only had a few laps out there and the
car felt good, but unfortunately I couldn’t really get into traffic and practice under those conditions
because the rain came, but it affects everybody. It was not ideal, but the car felt OK, and we have to take
it from there. I’m quite positive for the race. Let’s hope that Sunday will be good, as well.” (What are
your thoughts heading into the biggest race of the year?): “I am taking this race as a big race and not
saying that it’s just another race because it is a special race. I have been to big races in my life, and I take
this in a special way, as well. I will be more alert because I will be doing things that I have never done
before like start in a row of three, and race in such a long race. I have not done such a distance It’s not just
another race.”
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): “I’m looking forward to the race because even though I did only a
few laps on Carb Day, I felt that the car was there, so I am more confident that we are going the right
direction. Now we just have to focus in the race prep. It’s going to be just one more of those weekends
that we had here already, a lot of pressure, a lot of stress, and you have to deal with it in the race on
Sunday without a lot of practice time.” (Do you feel any differently heading into Sunday’s race because it
is the Indy 500?): “You kind of feel the difference, but I try not to because it will only make the pressure
bigger, and I don’t want to do that. But yeah, it’s a different race: It’s the Indy 500. Everything is different
here, there’s nothing quite like it. I’m just setting my mind right now that it’s another race so that I can
come here on Sunday without any stress or any pressure.”
(More)
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DANICA PATRICK (No. 7 Motorola): “We got a feel for the balance of the Motorola car in traffic, and
we also got a feel for the gear. Would I have liked to have stayed out there and got a little more practice
in? For sure. But I’m not the only one. We’re all in the same boat here, and we all got the same amount of
time.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): “Obviously it’s pretty disappointing that we
didn’t get more practice, but I think overall we have a good race car. It felt pretty similar to the other day
when we were pretty quick. We did an installation lap, and then went out to do our baseline run. We only
did a couple of laps and got stuck behind Milka (Duno) the whole time, so that didn’t help much. That’s
just the way it goes. Unfortunately, right when we got past her was right when it went yellow for the rain.
I think now the focus is on going out and making it through the first turn on the start. Then we will work
on running 150 laps before going for it at the end. I think it’s nice to start from the inside (of the row), but
the biggest thing is to just make it through Turn 1. I’ve told a lot of people that if that means losing a
couple of positions on the start, then so be it. It’s important to get through it. I’ve seen it many, many
times, so I have a good understanding of what it’s going to be like.”
RYAN BRISCOE (No. 6 Team Penske): “We had only run our installation lap today before it started
raining, so we didn't get to run as much as we would have liked. However, the weather forecast for Race
Day is drastically different than today, so I'm not sure how much we could have learned. I'm confident
that Team Penske has the experience here at Indianapolis to give me a good car for Race Day, so I'm
definitely looking forward to it.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): “It is very disappointing that we couldn’t get much track
time today. It would’ve been nice if we were able to check our race setup, but everybody is in the same
situation, so I will just do my best in the race. It seems like weather will be nice on Race Day, so I am
looking forward to Sunday and hope to do well.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 Team Indiana Jones presented by Blockbuster): “It is only fitting that
it rains today when we were getting on track since it's been dry all week. But the Indiana
Jones/Blockbuster team is satisfied enough that we don't need much more on-track time. We got up to
speed today, which is all we needed to do at Carb Day. We were able to shake things down, and there was
no big balance change, so things are good.”
***
The Indiana Pacers logo will appear on the No. 4 National Guard Delphi car driven by Vitor
Meira. The partnership between the Pacers and Panther Racing is a product of the friendship between
Pacers President Jim Morris and Panther Racing co-owner John Barnes.
***
4:11 p.m. – Persistent rain has forced the postponement of the Firestone Freedom 100. The race is
scheduled for 12:15 p.m. Saturday. The race will air live on the IMS Radio Network and will be telecast
by ESPN2 at 1 p.m. (ET) on May 31.
***
The inaugural Firestone Freedom 100 in 2003 was also delayed by rain. The race started on May
17 but was stopped on Lap 13 due to rain. It was restarted and completed the next day.
(More)
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FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS POSTPONEMENT QUOTES:
JAMES DAVISON: "I'm disappointed for all the people who came out today. I don't think there will be
the same atmosphere tomorrow because everyone comes out for Carb Day. You don't know if they'll
come back. It's going to be different, for sure. That's all part of oval racing. You can't run in the rain, but
it's the same for everyone. I guess the best part about a rainout is I live in Indianapolis, so I don't have to
re-book a flight or hotel." (About racing on a green track): "We ran at the Open Test on a very cold track
with rain and wind, so I got the feel for driving the circuit in non-ideal conditions, so I feel confident
about tomorrow."
LOGAN GOMEZ: "Yesterday was such a nice day, and today has been the complete opposite. It's
disappointing to not race because everyone was here to see a show, and all they got to see to concert.
We'll be back tomorrow, and hopefully there will be crowd to see us. There was great showing today, and
it would have been great to put on a great show for them. The people waited in the rain and are still here.
They deserved to see good show."
J.R. HILDEBRAND: "It’s such a tough deal. You can't do anything about the weather. We would have
liked to run today rather than tomorrow, but there's not anything we can do about it. We just need to
regroup and figure what we need to do for tomorrow.” (About racing on a green track): "Everybody is in
the same boat. I don’t think it will be any more of an issue for us than it will be for anybody else. We've
had fast cars no matter what the conditions have been. We had some problems in qualifying, but that's
didn't reflect on the car setup."
SEAN GUTHRIE: "It's really disappointing. There were a lot of people here to see a great schedule of
events, and the race was going to be televised live. All of it was super-exciting. It was a great chance for
all of the drivers to get exposure they probably wouldn’t have gotten, but we understand the conditions
and understand why we can't run today."
ARIE LUYENDYK JR.: “It’s a shame that we didn’t get the race in today. I was confident in the
Targus/AFS/AGR car today and thought we would have challenged for the win. I feel bad for Targus
since their debut with the team would have been televised live around the nation.”
RAPHAEL MATOS: “Of course I am disappointed that we didn’t get to race today. I really felt like the
AFS/AGR car was going to be really fast today, and I was mentally prepared to be racing at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. I am excited for the race tomorrow and think that the AFS/AGR car will
be up front challenging for the win.”
BRENT SHERMAN: "I've done this many times before. The only difference between today and
tomorrow is tomorrow is my birthday, and it would be nice to win on my birthday. Rainouts happen a lot
in NASCAR. It’s a waiting game. You just sit around and wait with the team. My family is in town, and
I'll hang out with them tonight, but tomorrow I'll get back to business."
DILLON BATTISTINI: "It’s a long time to stay focused and mentally prepared for a race. It’s a shame
that we couldn't get it in today. I'll relax tonight and then get focused again in the morning. Tomorrow
will be business as usual. The game plan is going to stay the same, but with all the rain, the track may be a
bit less quicker than I expected it to be."
(More)
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JOIE CHITWOOD (President and COO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “This is not where we
wanted to be today, but Brian (Barnhart) and his team and the staff at the Speedway did everything we
could to get that track to come around. In fact, we were starting to see improvement when the last rain
came.” (About the effects to the weekend schedule): “Today at three o’clock we canceled the
(McDonald’s) Pit Stop Challenge, and that is not going to be rescheduled this weekend. At 3:30, we
decided that there was no longer the ability to run the IndyCars, so that schedule was canceled with no
replacement. The Indy Lights portion has been rescheduled for tomorrow. So tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. we
have the public driver’s meeting, and following that we will have the (Firestone) Indy Lights race at 12:10
p.m.” (About timing of decision to cancel Friday’s events): “I think one of the things Brian and I are
committed to is trying to exhaust every opportunity to run the day that we schedule something. It would
have been easy for us to look at the radar and come in here around noon today and say, ‘Sorry, we’re not
going to run.’ That’s not why we want to do it. There’s a lot of people out here who want to see cars on
track, and that’s why we’re in here today at 4:30 saying we gave it our best shot.” (About the latest the
IMS would allow cars on the track today): “Brian and I said to ourselves that if we could get the
(Firestone Indy Lights) race started by 6:30, we would be comfortable letting it run until 7:30. That is
much later than we would normally do things. We tend to end running at six o’clock, but based on the
number of fans we had out here today and the challenges of moving it to tomorrow, we were prepared to
go that late today.”
BRIAN BARNHART (President, competition and operations division, Indy Racing League): (About
effect of rain-shortened Miller Lite Carb Day on the race for teams): “I don’t think it’s going to be too
bad. We had 11 minutes of activity. Thirty-two of the 33 cars did at least an installation check. Everybody
has fresh motors and is ready is ready for race weekend, so everybody got that installation check in to
check for leaks and the install. Then 27 of them, I believe, ran at some reasonable speed in excess of 202
mph. I believe two or three of them – Ryan Hunter-Reay, Vitor Meira and Buddy Rice, I believe – got 10
or 11 laps in. A lot of guys ran in excess of 215, 216. To be honest with you, I don’t think with the
forecasted weather from Sunday to what we had today, I don’t think there was a lot of planning for a lot
of running anyway. We’ve got 30,000 miles of practice in this month. Even with the challenges we’ve
had weather-wise, we’re in excess of 30,000 practice miles. Most of that has been done in similar
conditions to what we had today. The forecasted weather for Sunday; the last I’ve seen is as high as the
low 80s. So I don’t think guys were going to waste a lot of time because that’s going to be a vastly
different setup. They’re going to rely more on their historical data and their knowledge. If the temperature
here on Sunday at 1 o’clock is in the low 80s, this place is going to get hot and slick and they’re going to
need a lot of downforce, a lot more downforce than they would’ve needed to run in today’s conditions.”
(On Firestone Indy Lights teams): “No problems with the Lights cars. I think it’s just disappointment of
any race that gets rained out and postponed to the following day. We got 27 Lights teams that will be
ready to go when we drop the green tomorrow at 12:15. With Jeff Simmons doing the double;
unfortunately Jeff’s going to be running the race tomorrow afternoon and won’t be able to participate in
the parade, which is a disappointment. Other than that, I think the Lights teams will be ready to go.” (On
the Rick Mears approach): “The one thing that I stressed in this morning’s drivers meeting to them, with
the forecast good and for 500 miles, they really need to focus and use the Rick Mears approach to the
event. Considering we’ve got a third of the field who’s never run this race before, the Rick Mears
approach is use the first half to prepare for the second half of the race. So, use those first 250 miles to
position yourself to improve the car each of the pit stops. Use the tools available to you to improve the car
and get to a point where you’re ready to go for the last 250 miles. After the last pit stop, get yourself
ready for the sprint to the finish.” (More Barnhart on next page)
(More)
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(Barnhart cont.) “It’s the most challenging and difficult racetrack in the world; and if you’ve never been
here before, you really have to understand; Justin Wilson told me the other day, and I really appreciated
his point of view: He said it is the only racetrack he’s ever been to that demands the entire package. It
demands driver focus. It’s mental; it’s physical; it’s concentration. It demands downforce; it demands a
balanced race car. It is the entire package every time you go out onto the racetrack.” (On fresh engines for
the race): “That’s everybody that’s doing the full-month program. I think we only had three short
programs the second week that joined. The majority of the field is all fresh and ready to go.”
***
A total of 43 cars are currently at the Speedway and have passed technical inspection. Thirtyeight drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 13,451 laps this month. Will Power turned
two laps today and has turned 561 this month, most of any driver. A total of 96 IndyCar Series and
Firestone Indy Lights drivers have passed physicals at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
***
SATURDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:30 a.m.
Public Driver’s Meeting
12:15 p.m.
Firestone Freedom 100 (40 laps/100 miles)
*** END DAY 15 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
10:30 a.m.
Public Driver’s Meeting
12:15 p.m.
Firestone Freedom 100 (40 laps/100 miles)
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
***
nd
Nine of the 11 rookies in the 92 Indianapolis 500 field participated in the Chase Rookie of the
Year press conference this morning in the Economaki Press Conference Room. Quotes:
JAIME CAMARA (No. 34 Sangari): It was great. I like this track. I’ve been here in 2005, and I did
three races here before, and I really like the environment, as well. It was kind of different with the Indy
car. A lot faster, more on the edge all the time. The second day showed you can make mistakes here. But
it’s been a good month as far as the issues we had. It’s great to be here. I hope I can come back here and
have a better month.” (About chemistry with teammate Enrique Bernoldi): “It’s great. Dealing with
Enrique is not the hard part. He really helped me to get this ride. Here we are.”
WILL POWER (No. 8 Aussie Vineyards-Team Australia): “My first time on the track was a real eyeopener, to be honest. It’s a really unique track. It’s the fastest I’ve ever been. It’s not like your normal
oval. It’s four fast corners, and there’s not that much banking, so it’s similar to a road course. You take a
traditional line, hit your apex and go out next to the wall. During the month, you’ll go up and down as the
weather changes, as the track changes. You really need to change the car every day to find a good setup.
But I’ve really enjoyed this month. Until you’re a part of it, you don’t realize how big this event actually
is. I was surprised on the first day how many people turned up, and for the whole month. I’m very, very
impressed. It’s a very good learning experience for us, especially being a transition team. Since the
merger, it really helps us to get a little bit more of a handle on the car. And from a driving aspect, learn
how to drive on ovals a little bit better, as well. I’ve really enjoyed it.”
GRAHAM RAHAL (No. 06 Hole in the Wall Camps): (Did you imagine you’d be in the Indianapolis
500 this quickly?): “I don’t think anybody expected it to come together that quickly. Obviously, through
the offseason you hear a lot of rumors, and you just really never know what to believe. You always heard
a lot of stuff about how they’d agreed to merge, and then it falls apart. Obviously, when it came together,
it was a big relief for everybody, and we’re thrilled to be here. As Will said, I’ve been here for many
years watching Dad and his team in the past, but to be here as a driver, I mean, you never realize how big
this event is and the amount of commitment it takes to be here every single day and perform. In the past, I
could come whenever I wanted, so the load wasn’t necessarily as hard as it’s been. The whole
Newman/Haas/Lanigan team has given me a great car, and I think we have a pretty solid race car with
good race pace. I’m excited to go out there tomorrow. Qualifying was pretty good for us. I think
everything this month has gone pretty well.
(More)
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ORIOL SERVIA (No. 5 Angie’s List Special): (Have you ever been in a race with this much buildup):
“I don’t think anybody has ever. I’m sure if you ask Mario Andretti, he’ll tell you other races don’t have
as much buildup as this one. Like Graham was saying, it takes a lot of energy every day to perform on the
track. It’s a very demanding track. And at the same time, there’s so much more things that you are
involved, promotion-wise, with the fans, with your sponsors. Every day there is something. At the same
time, you have to be really focused on your driving because it’s really demanding. It’s a tough month. It’s
a tough month. Even on the rain days, it really wears you out because you spend a lot of time thinking
you’re going to run and planning with the engineers, and after you have really improved your car for
tomorrow five times, your brain starts wandering a little bit. It’s a special race in many areas.”
JUSTIN WILSON (No. 02 McDonald’s Racing Team): (Compare driving on the IMS oval to the IMS
road course when you raced in the United States Grand Prix): There’s very little, apart from being in this
environment, you get to see the grandstands, the pit lane, everything is so big. It didn’t strike me too bad
when I came here for the ‘500,’ but as far as the track is concerned, they’re two at the opposite end of the
scale. The Grand Prix circuit was a long straight, but then some of the infield was very, very slow, first
gear, which is not a lot of fun in a Formula One car. Where now we get to run flat-out at 225 mph, so it’s
a lot of fun. I really enjoy going in the right direction, and it just feels right to come here and experience a
proper track, so I’m really enjoying it. I just want to have a good race. I think my McDonald’s car is
going to be quick, and hopefully we can stay out of trouble.”
HIDEKI MUTOH (No. 27 Formula Dream): (About the Fastest Rookie Award and last year’s Indy
Lights race): “I’m honored to have the Fastest Rookie Award. Last year, I started 25th (in Firestone
Freedom 100), and I came back and finished P5, so I think I had a really strong race last year. I like this
track very much, and hopefully this year I can do well too. Last Sunday, TK (Tony Kanaan) drove my car
for me and set it up for me and after that I feel very good. I’m ready for it.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (No. 36 Sangari Conquest Racing): (About his teammate, Jaime Camara):
“Jaime’s a new driver for the series, but he has a lot of experience, so he actually helped me a bit. He has
been racing Indy Lights for the past three years, and he knows what he is doing. I wasn’t surprised to see
that he was fast out here. It’s good for the team. We needed to improve, especially on the ovals.” (On the
difference between the Formula One circuit and the oval at IMS): “It’s different. I stayed here for the
whole month for the ‘500.’ The Formula One track is similar to the Monaco track. There are a lot of fans
there. It’s different here because we get in contact with the fans. As Oriol said, we stay here for the whole
month, and this makes you tired because you keep waiting. It’s a very demanding track to drive.”
E.J. VISO (No. 33 PDVSA HVM Racing): “The start of the race is going to be difficult. We need to
react to what’s going on. We just need to stay out of trouble and get to the end of the race. We’re going to
have a stable car, and we’ve put in a very conservative setup. I’m very confident, and I have faith in the
team.”
(More)
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MARIO MORAES (No. 19 Sonny’s Bar-B-Q): (About his first time here at Indy and his month so far):
“First of all, it’s my first time here in Indy, and I’ve just watched this race before on television. When I
was approaching in the airplane, I realized just how big the circuit is. It’s amazing. This month, we’ve
been doing well. Unfortunately, we have had some days where it has rained, and we couldn’t improve the
car. We did a great job in qualifying. I had some problems in the second lap, but I improved after that.”
(On his teammate, Bruno Junqueira): “I think highly of Bruno because he was the pole here in 2002, and
he has a lot of experience. I spoke with him about the start because it’s very important. He told me that I
need to be prepared because it can break in the first turn. I’m pretty excited, and I hope to have a good
race.”
***
Renowned auto racing broadcaster and historian Bob Jenkins received the 2008 Bob Russo
Founders Award presented by the American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association during
the organization’s annual breakfast this morning at IMS.
The award, sponsored by Colleen and Gary Campbell, is presented annually to an individual who
has demonstrated profound interest, tireless efforts and undying dedication to auto racing, as exemplified
by Bob Russo throughout his lifelong career in motorsports.
Jenkins, from Fishers, Ind., has more than 30 years experience in auto race broadcasting. He was
one of the first announcers hired by ESPN when the all-sports cable network went on the air in 1979 and
subsequently has served as host and play-by-play announcer for Indy Racing League telecasts, including
the Indianapolis 500, and anchored ESPN and ABC’s coverage of NASCAR telecasts from 1982-2000,
which received 17 Sports Emmy Awards.
BILL MARVEL (Chairman, Founders Award committee): “Bob’s integrity in our sport is
unquestioned. He has served as a model for consistency and has earned the respect of our entire fraternity.
He is a most deserving recipient, and we salute his dedication and commitment to excellence.”
***
Running three Firestone Indy Lights cars wasn’t enough for Jim Guthrie, so he has added a fourth
car to his growing team.
Guthrie announced May 23 that he has merged his three-car effort with Mile High Motorsports
and will run the #54 Mile High Motorsports Dallara under the Guthrie Racing banner. Micky Gilbert,
owner/driver of Mile High Motorsports, remains the driver of the car and will join drivers Logan Gomez,
Sean Guthrie and Tom Wieringa in today's Firestone Freedom 100.
Gilbert is back with the team that give him his first start in the Indy Lights series and will join
full-season drivers Logan Gomez and Sean Guthrie, along with Tom Wieringa driving the number 55 car
for the Firestone Freedom 100, to compete for the championship.
JIM GUTHRIE (Owner, Guthrie Racing): “We are all excited to have Mickey joining the
team for the rest of the season and into the foreseeable future. He has showed amazing driving ability
over the years and presents himself very well off of the track. I am proud to have Mickey representing the
team.”
MICKY GILBERT: “Before joining the team, it was like being on an island with nothing to
compare myself with. Now with teammates, the technical assistance will be 100 percent better. Having
discussions with actual drivers that are out there racing is invaluable. In 2005, I ran against Sean (Guthrie)
in the Star Mazda Series, and for some reason we were always right next to each other on the track.”
***
IZOD has signed on as a clothing sponsor of Guthrie Racing driver Logan Gomez.
The company’s logo appears on the engine cover of the No. 23 Menards/Guthrie Racing car.
(More)
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FIRESTONE FREEDOM 100 RACE SPECIFICS:
• The race is 100 miles, 40 laps on the 2.5-mile oval.
• The pit road speed is 45 mph.
• The green flag to start the race will be shown on the second time past the flag stand.
• Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford will drive the Chevrolet Corvette Pace
Car.
***
FIRESTONE FREEDOM 100 PRE-RACE:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with a relative humidity of 48 percent and
winds from the east at 10 mph. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 98 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
At 12:09 p.m., Al Speyer, executive director, Firestone Motorsports, gave the command,
“Drivers, start your engines.” All 27 cars started and were rolling on the grid.
***
FIRESTONE FREEDOM 100 RACE RUNNING:
Warmup: Smoke trailing from #8 Olson on the backstretch. He comes into pit lane.
Lap 1: GREEN. #15 Battistini leads the field into Turn 1. YELLOW. #34 Brownson does a halfspin entering Turn 4 and makes light contact with the nosecone with the wall. He continues to pit lane.
Leaders under caution are: #15 Battistini, #11 Davison, #33 Cunningham, #27 Matos and #20 Beatriz.
#22 Donoso up to sixth after starting 15th.
Lap 4: GREEN. #11 Davison passes #15 Battistini at the start/finish line. He leads by 0.0014 of a
second.
Lap 5: #15 Battistini passes #11 Davison entering Turn 3. He leads by 0.1067 of a second.
Lap 6: #33 Cunningham passes #11 Davison for second entering Turn 3. #15 Battistini leads by
0.2572 of a second.
Lap 7: #33 Cunningham goes under #15 Battistini entering Turn 3 and passes for the lead. He
leads by 0.449 of a second.
Lap 8: #15 Battistini and #11 Davison pass #33 Cunningham in Turn 1. #15 Battistini leads #11
Davison by 0.3750 of a second.
Lap 10: #15 Battistini leads #11 Davison by 0.1255 of a second. #17 Wilson running fourth after
starting 12th. #25 Hildebrand running 12th after starting 21st.
Lap 11: #33 Cunningham passes #11 Davison for second.
Lap 12: #2 Simmons moves up to fifth after starting 10th.
Lap 13: #17 Wilson passes #11 Davison for third.
Lap 15: #15 Battistini leads #33 Cunningham by 0.0450 of a second.
Lap 16: #33 Cunningham goes side-by-side with #15 Battistini down the front stretch and passes
for the lead in Turn 1. #15 Battistini regains the lead in Turn 3. #15 Battistini leads #33 Cunningham by
0.5220 of a second.
Lap 17: #7 Antinucci passes #33 Cunningham for second. #25 Hildebrand moves into 10th.
Lap 18: #33 Cunningham passes #7 Antinucci for second. #15 Battistini leads by 0.1171 of a
second.
Lap 20: #15 Battistini leads #33 Cunningham by 0.3174 of a second.
Lap 22: #25 Hildebrand passes #2 Simmons for seventh.
Lap 23: #25 Hildebrand passes #17 Wilson for sixth. YELLOW. #24 Festa loses power in Turn
2. He re-fires and continues to pit lane. Leaders under caution are: #15 Battistini, #33 Cunningham, #7
Antinucci, #20 Beatriz, #11 Davison and #25 Hildebrand.
Lap 26: GREEN. #15 Battistini leads #33 Cunningham by 0.1478 of a second at the line. #25
Hildebrand passes #11 Davison, #20 Beatriz and #7 Antinucci for third.
(More)
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Lap 27: #7 Antinucci passes #25 Hildebrand for third.
Lap 30: #7 Antinucci, #11 Davison and #25 Hildebrand are three wide through Turn 1. The right
rear of #11 Davison makes contact with the left front of #25 Hildebrand on the back stretch. YELLOW.
Debris on the backstretch. #11 Davison has a flat right rear. #25 Hildebrand has flat right front. Both cars
head to pit lane. Leaders under caution are: #15 Hildebrand, #33 Battistini, #7 Antinucci, #43 Pecorari
and #17 Wilson.
Lap 32: #15 Hildebrand issued a black flag for pit speed violation and wheel lock pin not
inserted.
Lap 33: GREEN. #15 Battistini leads #33 Cunningham by 0.1222 of a second at the line.
Lap 34: #15 Battstini and #33 Cunningham are side-by-side through Turn 1. #15 Battistini retains
the lead. He leads #7 Antinucci by 0.3351 of a second at the line.
Lap 35: #15 Battistini leads #7 Antinucci by 0.1106 of a second.
Lap 36: #15 Battistini leads #7 Antinucci by 0.1277 of a second.
Lap 37: #15 Battistini leads #7 Antinucci by 0.1011 of a second.
Lap 38: #15 Battistini leads #7 Antinucci by 0.1260 of a second.
Lap 39: WHITE. #15 Battistini leads #7 Antinucci by 0.1852 of a second.
Lap 40: CHECKERED. #15 Battistini wins the Firestone Freedom 100 by 0.2458 of a second
over #7 Antinucci.
***
FIRESTONE FREEDOM 100 POST-RACE NOTES:
• Dillon Battistini records his second career victory. He also won the season-opener at
Homestead-Miami Speedway. He is the fifth pole sitter to win the Firestone Freedom
100.
• This is the 11th victory for Panther Racing in Firestone Indy Lights.
• Richard Antinucci is the new points leader, holding a 179-176 advantage over Battistini.
Antinucci has a victory and three second-place finishes in five starts this season.
• Wade Cunningham finished third, his third top-three finish in the Firestone Freedom 100
in four starts. He finished second in 2005, and he won the event in 2006.
• Robbie Pecorari finished fourth, improving nine positions during the race. He finished
11th in last year’s race, improving 11 positions during the race.
• Ana Beatriz finished fifth, her second top-five finish of the season and the best finish by a
female driver in the Firestone Freedom 100. Mishael Abbott held the previous mark with
an 11th-place finish in 2005.
• Jeff Simmons, who will start 24th in tomorrow’s Indianapolis 500, finished eighth, his
fourth top-eight finish in four starts in the Firestone Freedom 100.
• Mike Potekhen improved the most positions during the race. He finished 13th after
starting 26th in his first race of the season. Last year, Potekhen finished sixth in the
Firestone Freedom 100.
• Al Unser III, Sean Guthrie and Arie Luyendyk Jr., all sons of past Indianapolis 500
competitors, finished 11th, 12th and 14th, respectively. Unser improved eight positions
during the race, Guthrie four and Luyendyk four.
(More)
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SUNDAY'S SCHEDULE (all times local):
6 a.m.
Public Gates Open
1 p.m.
92nd Indianapolis 500 (200 laps/500 miles)
*** END DAY 16 NOTES ***
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Good morning.
Anton H. (Tony) George, chief executive officer of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Joie
Chitwood, president and chief operating officer of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, members of the
Hulman-George family, and the entire Speedway and Indy Racing League staff welcome you to the
World’s Greatest Race Course and the 92nd Indianapolis 500-Mile Race.
***
ORDER OF THE DAY:
6 a.m.
8 a.m.
10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:20 a.m.-12:20
p.m.
11:30 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
12:09 p.m.
12:32 p.m.
12:48 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Spectacle of Bands
Celebrity Red Carpet Walk hosted by “EXTRA!,” Pagoda Plaza
Cars Begin Entering Pit Lane
Demonstration lap by 2006 MotoGP World Champion Nicky Hayden
“On the Banks of the Wabash” – Purdue University All American Marching Band
Pre-race concert featuring Jack’s Mannequin, Coke Zero Stage, Pagoda Plaza

Celebrity/VIP Laps
Engine warm-up begins
Military Recognition Lap and March
Driver Introductions, Yard of Bricks
Message from General Victor E. Renuart, Commander of the North American Aerospace
Defense Command and United States Northern Command
12:51 p.m.
“God Bless America” performed by Florence Henderson, Victory Podium
12:54 p.m.
National Anthem performed by Julianne Hough, Victory Podium
Flyover by two F-16 Vipers and two F/A-18 Hornets from the Naval Strike and Air
Warfare Center, home of TOPGUN, based out of Naval Air Station, Fallon, Nev.
12:56 p.m.
“Drivers to Your Cars” Announcement
12:58 p.m.
Invocation given by Rev. Daniel Buechlein, Archbishop of Indianapolis, Victory Podium
1 p.m.
“Taps” performed by Byron Bartosh, Pagoda Stage
1:02 p.m.
“Back Home Again in Indiana” performed by Jim Nabors, Victory Podium
1:03 p.m.
Command to Start Engines – Mari Hulman George, Victory Podium
1:04 p.m.
Pace Laps -- 2008 Chevrolet Corvette Pace Car Driver Emerson Fittipaldi
1:11 p.m.
Green flag for 92nd Indianapolis 500 waved by Kristi Yamaguchi, 1992 Olympic Gold
Medalist
6 p.m.
Track Closes
***
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be available
on the Speedway's official site on the World Wide Web, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the
official IndyCar Series Web site, www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of
each day in the Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Web sites.
Live timing and scoring reports from the Indianapolis 500 will be available on the Internet at
www.indycar.com. The live timing and scoring module provides statistical information, including track
segment speeds, lap information and much more.
Feature stories, reports, driver quotes and notes, and photos will be posted on the site each day.
More detailed information, including media advisories and VNF coordinates, is available at
www.indycar.com/media. The user name is media, and the password is indycar. The username and
password are case-sensitive.
(More)
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Bobby East led all 50 laps to win the 63rd Toyota Challenge “Night Before the 500” presented by
Fatheadz on Saturday night at O’Reilly Raceway Park at Indianapolis.
Chase Scott finished second and Tracy Hines third in the Mopar USAC National Midget Car
Series event.
***
th
Shane Cottle won the 60 Pay Less “Little 500” USAC Sprint Car special event Saturday night at
Anderson Speedway. Cottle led the last 123 laps of the 500-lap feature for the victory.
Tony Elliott finished second, with Johnny Rodriguez third.
***
The 93rd Indianapolis 500-Mile Race is scheduled for Sunday, May 24, 2009. Ticket information
can be found in a foldout page between pages 32-33 of the 2008 Indianapolis 500 Official Program.
Ticket information also can be obtained by calling the Speedway's ticket office, (317) 492-6700 or (800)
822-INDY, or by logging on to www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com.
***
Brian Barnhart, an Indianapolis native, is the president of the competition and operation division
of the Indy Racing League, sanctioning body for the IndyCar Series. He is the chief official of the 92nd
Indianapolis 500-Mile Race.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Emerson Fittipaldi will drive the Chevrolet Corvette
Convertible Official Pace Car leading the field to the start of the 92nd Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. During
caution periods in the race, three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford, from Fort Worth,
Texas, will be the driver. Jim Haynes, from Phoenix, will serve as observer from the Pace Car. Under the
caution, cars will close up behind the Pace Car.
***
The 33-car field, aligned in the traditional 11 rows of three, will get the green flag on the third
time past the flag stand. The starters for the Indy Racing League are Bryan Howard of Lomita, Calif., and
Paul Blevin, of Riverside, Calif. Both are in their 12th year.
***
In the 12 Indianapolis 500-Mile Races since the inception of the IndyCar Series, only two drivers
who led at Lap 100 have won the race (16.7 percent), and only five drivers who led at Lap 190 in the
races that have gone the distance have won the race (50 percent). In the last four seasons, when the same
basic car and formula have been used, there has been at least one lead change in the final 10 laps three
times.
Year
2007

Leader Lap 100
Tony Kanaan

Leader Lap 190
---

2006
2005
2004

Dan Wheldon
Tony Kanaan
Dan Wheldon

Tony Kanaan
Danica Patrick
---

2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996

Jimmy Vasser
Tomas Scheckter
Greg Ray
Juan Pablo Montoya
Arie Luyendyk
John Paul Jr.
Arie Luyendyk
Davy Jones

Winner
Dario Franchitti

Rain shortened race to 166 laps

Sam Hornish Jr.
Dan Wheldon
Buddy Rice

Rain shortened race to 180 laps

Gil de Ferran
Helio Castroneves
Helio Castroneves
Juan Pablo Montoya
Robby Gordon
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Jeff Ward
Davy Jones
(More)

Gil de Ferran
Helio Castroneves
Helio Castroneves
Juan Pablo Montoya
Kenny Brack
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Arie Luyendyk
Buddy Lazier
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Julianne Hough, a professional ballroom dancer who teamed with two-time Indianapolis 500
winner Helio Castroneves to win ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars” and a singer who recently released her
first album, will perform the national anthem.
***
Of the 33 cars starting this year's Indianapolis 500, 10 will have car numbers that have never won
the race. Car numbers 10, 11, 18, 19, 22, 33, 41, 67 and 02 have never been on a winning car in the
Indianapolis 500. This is the first year that car number 06 has been used on a car in the race. Car numbers
10, 11, 18, 19, 22 and 33 have been on cars that have finished second. Car number 3 leads with the most
wins at 10.
***
Leading the field to the green flag today as Pace Car driver is two-time Indianapolis 500 winner
Emerson Fittipaldi. This is the 26th time that a former winner has driven the Pace Car. Fittipaldi is the 13th
former winner to have sat behind the wheel of the Pace Car. The last former winner to drive the Pace Car
was 1963 winner Parnelli Jones for the 1998 Indianapolis 500.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 RACE SPECIFICS:
• The race is 500 miles, 200 laps on the 2.5-mile oval.
• The race becomes official after 101 laps.
• The pit-road speed is 60 mph.
• The green flag to start the race will be shown on the third time past the flag stand.
• The restart zone is located between Turns 3 and 4.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRE-RACE:
At 1 p.m., the ambient temperature was 55 degrees with a relative humidity of 42 percent and
winds from the south at 9 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 102 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
At 1:03 p.m., Mari Hulman George gave the command, “Drivers, start your engines.” All cars
started and rolling except #67 Fisher. Team reports neutral safety switch accidentally turned on.
1:07 p.m. - #67 Fisher started and rolling. She rejoins the field in her original position.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 RACE RUNNING:
Lap 1: GREEN. #9 Dixon leads the field into Turn 1. He leads #10 Wheldon by .2816 of a
second at the line. #12 Scheckter up to seventh after starting 11th. #10 Wheldon scrapes the wall coming
down the frontstretch.
***
#9 Scott Dixon led the first lap of the 2008 Indianapolis 500. The lead car at the end of the first
lap has gone on to win the race only 16 times in the 91 previous runnings of the Indianapolis 500.
***
Lap 3: #10 Wheldon inside #9 Dixon in Turn 1 for the lead. #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by
.5526 of a second. #12 Scheckter running fifth.
Lap 5: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .5225 of a second.
Lap 7: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .4162 of a second.
Lap 8: YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch. #18 Junqueira has lost a mirror. Leaders under
caution are: #10 Wheldon, #9 Dixon, #3 Kanaan, #4 Scheckter and #6 Briscoe.
Lap 10: All cars to pit lane except #18 Junqueira, #15 Rice, #02 Wilson and #67 Fisher. #18
Junqueira leads his first lap at Indianapolis since 2005.
Lap 12: #18 Junqueira to pit lane. Team must replace mirror before he can return to track.
(More)
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Lap 13: #67 Fisher spins entering Turn 3 and comes to rest in the grass. Leaders under caution are
#15 Rice, #02 Wilson, #10 Wheldon, #9 Dixon and #11 Kanaan.
***
#15 Rice leads his first lap at Indianapolis since 2004 when he led 91 laps en route to winning the
race. It marks the first lap led by a Dreyer & Reinbold Racing entry in the Indianapolis 500.
***
When #18 Bruno Junqueira took the lead on Lap 10, it represented the fourth Indianapolis 500
race that he has led in five career starts.
***
Lap 10 pit stop report: All cars to pits except #15 Rice, #02 Wilson.
•Fuel only: #8 Power, 5 seconds; #5 Servia, 7 seconds; #33 Viso, 6 seconds; #23 Duno, 11
seconds; #91 Lazier, 8 seconds; #34 Camara, 13 seconds; #36 Bernoldi, 8 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 12
seconds; #25 Roth, 15 seconds; #14 Manning, 6 seconds; #41 Simmons, 12 seconds; #19 Moraes, 18
seconds; #2 Foyt, 15 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel: #9 Dixon, 11 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 10 seconds; #3 Castroneves, 11 seconds;
#06 Rahal, 11 seconds; #17 Hunter-Reay, 9 seconds; #99 Bell, 12 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 8 seconds.
•Right side tires, fuel: #26 M. Andretti, 8 seconds
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #7 Patrick, 11 seconds; #6 Briscoe, 12 seconds; #99 Bell,
#20 Carpenter, 9 seconds; #16 Lloyd, 10 seconds.
Lap 15: #06 Rahal to pits, fuel only, 3 seconds.
***
Lap 16: #67 Fisher restarted by the Delphi Safety Team.
Lap 17: GREEN. #15 Rice leads #02 Wilson by .2372 of a second at the line.
Lap 18: #15 Rice leads #02 Wilson by .4168 of a second.
Lap 19: #15 Rice leads #10 Wheldon by .0004 of a second.
Lap 20: #10 Wheldon inside #15 Rice in Turn 1 and passes for the lead. #10 Wheldon leads #9
Dixon by .8463 of a second. #15 Rice running third.
Lap 23: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .4482 of a second.
Lap 25: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .4519 of a second.
Lap 27: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .5545 of a second. #18 Junqueira returns to the track.
Lap 30: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .7388 of a second.
Lap 33: #02 Wilson to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds; #15 Rice to pits, four tires, fuel, 11
seconds.
Lap 35: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .6366 of a second.
Lap 36: #9 Dixon passes #10 Wheldon for the lead in Turn 3. #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by
.8521 of a second.
Lap 37: YELLOW. #06 Rahal exits Turn 4 too high and makes moderate contact with the
SAFER Barrier with the right side of the car. Rahal climbs from the car without assistance from the
Delphi Safety Team. Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #10 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #12 Scheckter and
#3 Castroneves.
Lap 39: All cars to pit lane except #15 Rice and #02 Wilson. The right front of #41 Simmons
makes contact with the left rear of #16 Lloyd. #2 Foyt has fire exiting his pit. Crew from #18 Junqueira
and pit fire personnel extinguish the fire.
Lap 41: #33 Viso sent to the back of the field after a tire rolls across pit lane. Leaders under
caution are: #9 Dixon, #10 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #12 Scheckter and #3 Castroneves. # 14 Manning is
running eighth after starting 14th. #17 Hunter-Reay is running 11th after starting 20th.
Lap 45: GREEN. #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .1130 of a second. #26 Andretti, #14 Manning
and #20 Carpenter pass #3 Castroneves.
(More)
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Lap 46: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .8471 of a second.
Lap 49: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .0950 of a second.
Lap 50: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .3208 of a second.
***
Lap 39 pit stop report:
•Fuel, front wing adjustment: #6 Briscoe, 7 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel: #27 Mutoh, 12 seconds; #26 M. Andretti, 9 seconds; #12 Scheckter, 12 seconds;
#3 Castroneves, 12 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 10 seconds; #99 Bell, 15 seconds; #17 Hunter-Reay, 11
seconds; #16 Lloyd, 41 seconds (contact with #41 Simmons in pits), #23 Duno, 15 seconds; #67 Fisher,
44 seconds; #8 Power, 11 seconds; #5 Servia, 12 seconds; #91 Lazier, 36 seconds; #34 Camara, 16
seconds; #25 Roth, 14 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 16 seconds; #14 Manning, 15 seconds; #19 Moraes, 15
seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #7 Patrick, 18 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 9 seconds; #33
Viso, 45 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, tire pressure, front wing adjustment: #9 Dixon, 12 seconds, #4 Meira, 10 seconds
(driver reports broken weight jacker).
•Four tires, fuel, tire pressure, front wing replacement: #36 Bernoldi, 1 minute, 18 seconds.
Lap 41: #36 Bernoldi returns to pits for more repairs, 2 minutes, 17 seconds.
Lap 43: #18 Junqueira to pits, fuel only, 15 seconds, #36 Bernoldi, #33 Viso to pits for
mechanical work.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #06
Graham Rahal was checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
GRAHAM RAHAL: “(Alex Lloyd) was really slow, and I was trying to be patient there because
(Mario) Moraes kept coming down on me. So finally I got the opportunity to get by those few guys, and I
thought our car was pretty good. Lloyd, for some reason, wouldn’t stay right on the bottom and when he
came up just a couple of feet, I reacted slightly and just got in the marbles.”
***
Lap 58: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .7246 of a second. #2 Foyt rejoins the race 20 laps
down.
Lap 60: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by 1.3826 seconds.
Lap 61: YELLOW. #25 Roth gets too high in Turn 4 and makes contact with the SAFER Barrier
with the right side. He comes to rest along the wall on the frontstretch. Roth climbs from the car without
assistance from the Delphi Safety Team. #3 Castroneves runs over debris and has a broken front right
wing. Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #10 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #12 Scheckter and #26 Andretti.
Lap 64: #9 Dixon wins the race off pit lane. #14 Manning leaves pit lane with a damaged front
wing. Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #10 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #26 Andretti and #12 Scheckter.
***
Lap 64: #14 Manning to pits, four tires and fuel, 10 seconds.
Lap 65 pit stop report:
•Four tires, fuel: #27 Mutoh, 8 seconds; #12 Scheckter, 10 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 12 seconds; #9
Dixon, 11 seconds; #6 Briscoe, 11 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 8 seconds; #99 Bell, 11 seconds; #20 Carpenter,
9 seconds; #02 Wilson, 11 seconds; #16 Lloyd, 11 seconds; #17 Hunter-Reay, 12 seconds; #15 Rice, 12
seconds; #34 Camara, 12 seconds; #91 B. Lazier, 14 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 17 seconds; #33 Viso, 12
seconds; #23 Duno, 11 seconds; #5 Servia, 12 seconds; #8 Power, 12 seconds; #67 Fisher, 12 seconds; #2
Foyt, 9 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #26 M. Andretti, 7 seconds; #41 Simmons, 11 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, rear wing adjustment: #7 Patrick, 10 seconds.
(More)
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•Four tires, fuel, front wing replacement: #14 Manning, #3 Castroneves, 17 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, tire pressure, front wing adjustment: #4 Meira, 9 seconds.
***
Lap 69: #14 Manning to pits, four tires and fuel, 11 seconds; #18 Junqueira to pits, four tires and
fuel, 12 seconds; #67 Fisher to pits, fuel only, 20 seconds.
Lap 70: #6 Briscoe to pits, fuel only, 4 seconds; #34 Camara to pits, fuel only, 7 seconds.
Lap 72: GREEN. #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .2030 of a second.
Lap 73: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .3460 of a second.
Lap 75: #10 Wheldon passes #9 Dixon for the lead and leads by .5928 of a second at the line.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #25
Marty Roth was checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
MARTY ROTH: “I just was going around (Buddy) Lazier on the outside of him and just got
caught up in the marbles and just went for a ride.”
***
Lap 79: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .0431 of a second.
Lap 80: #9 Dixon passes #10 Wheldon for the lead in Turn 1. YELLOW. #34 Camara makes
contact with the SAFER Barrier at the exit of Turn 1, continues through the turn and makes heavy
secondary contact with the wall between Turns 1 and 2. The car comes to a rest on the inside of the track
on the backstretch. Camara climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team. Leaders
under caution are: #9 Dixon, #10 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #26 Andretti and #12 Scheckter.
Lap 84: Leaders to pit lane. #9 Dixon wins the race off pit lane.
Lap 85: Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #10 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #26 Andretti and #12
Scheckter. #20 Carpenter is running sixth after starting 10th. #17 Hunter-Reay is running 10th. #33 Viso is
running 11th after starting 26th. #5 Servia is running 15th after starting 25th.
Lap 85 pit report:
•Fuel only: #41 Simmons, 11 seconds; #14 Manning, 10 seconds; #33 Viso, 9 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel: #27 Mutoh, 11 seconds; #26 M. Andretti, 7 seconds; #12 Scheckter, 8 seconds;
#4 Meira, 9 seconds; #9 Dixon, 12 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 12 seconds; #3 Castroneves, 9 seconds; #91
Lazier, 11 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 10 seconds; #23 Duno, 9 seconds; #5 Servia, 9 seconds; #8 Power, 9
seconds; #18 Junqueira, 22 seconds; #2 Foyt, 10 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 7 seconds; #99 Bell, 10 seconds;
#20 Carpenter, 9 seconds; #7 Patrick, 7 seconds; #02 Wilson, 12 seconds; #17 Hunter-Reay, 11 seconds;
#15 Rice, 7 seconds; #16 Lloyd, 14 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #22 Hamilton, 11 seconds.
***
#06 Graham Rahal, the youngest driver in the field (19), was the first car out of the race, while
#25 Marty Roth, the oldest driver in the field (49), was the second car out of the race.
***
Thirty-nine of the first 90 laps have been run under caution.
***
Lap 91: GREEN. #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .0174 of a second at the line.
Lap 92: #10 Wheldon underneath #9 Dixon on the frontstretch entering Turn 1. #10 Wheldon
completes the pass and leads #9 Dixon by .4449 of a second.
Lap 93: #11 Kanaan inside #9 Dixon for second in Turn 1. #10 Wheldon leads #11 Kanaan by
.0994 of a second.
Lap 94: #11 Kanaan passes #10 Wheldon for the lead in Turn 1. #11 Kanaan leads #10 Wheldon
by .7681 of a second.
(More)
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#11 Tony Kanaan became the first driver in history to lead seven consecutive Indianapolis 500Mile Races when he took the lead on Lap 94. Kanaan had shared the previous record of six straight with
Rick Mears (1979-84). Kanaan has led every Indianapolis 500 in which he has competed.
***
Lap 96: #11 Kanaan leads #10 Wheldon by .5585 of a second.
Lap 99: #9 Dixon passes #10 Wheldon for second.
Lap 100: #11 Kanaan leads #9 Dixon by .7737 of a second. #26 Andretti passes #10 Wheldon for
third.
Lap 102: #12 Scheckter passes #11 Wheldon for fourth.
Lap 103: #11 Kanaan leads #9 Dixon by .7259 of a second.
***
#10 Wheldon reports handling problems with the rear of the race car.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #34
Jaime Camara was checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
JAIME CAMARA: “I just had understeer in traffic, and the car wouldn’t turn in. We just tried to
work that with the front wing, and I was losing pace on the track. By myself I was fine, but in traffic it
was tough even to approach someone slower than me, and when I got really close, the front end just gave
out, and I was in the marbles. I crossed my arms trying to turn left and I almost made it, but I didn’t make
it.”
***
Lap 105: #11 Kanaan leads #9 Dixon by .9031 of a second.
Lap 106: #9 Dixon and #26 Andretti pass #11 Kanaan on the backstretch. YELLOW. #11
Kanaan whitewalls at the entrance of Turn 3, does a quarter-spin into the middle of the track and is hit by
#67 Fisher. #11 comes to a stop along the inside wall at the entrance of pit lane. #67 comes to a rest along
the inside wall in Turn 4. Both drivers climb from their cars without assistance from the Delphi Safety
Team. Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #26 Andretti, #12 Scheckter, #10 Wheldon and #20
Carpenter.
***
#11 Tony Kanaan led Lap 100 in both the 2007 and 2008 Indianapolis 500-Mile Races. The
leader at the 100-lap mark has gone on to win the race 38 times in the previous 91 runnings of the
Indianapolis 500, but the Lap 100 leader has only visited victory circle on three occasions (1989, 1997,
2000) in the past 21 Indianapolis 500-Mile Races.
***
Lap 108: Leaders to pit lane. #9 Dixon wins the race off pit lane.
Lap 108 pit report:
•Four tires, fuel: #26 M. Andretti, 7 seconds; #4 Meira, 9 seconds; #12 Scheckter, 8 seconds; #9
Dixon, 12 seconds; #3 Castroneves, 9 seconds; #6 Briscoe, 11 seconds; #7 Patrick, 10 seconds; #99 Bell,
11 seconds; #20 Carpenter, 9 seconds; #16 Lloyd, 11 seconds; #17 Hunter-Reay, 10 seconds; #15 Rice,
10 seconds; #02 Wilson, 10 seconds; #41 Simmons 8 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 10 seconds; #91 Lazier, 16
seconds; #36 Bernoldi, 10 seconds; #23 Duno, 12 seconds; #33 Viso, 11 seconds; #5 Servia, 11 seconds;
#8 Power, 10 seconds; #2 Foyt, 13 seconds; #22 Hamilton, 26 seconds; #18 Junqueira, 12 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, tire pressure adjustment: #10 Wheldon, 12 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #14 Manning, 11 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment, rear wing adjustment: #27 Mutoh, 10 seconds.
Lap 109: Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #26 Andretti, #10 Wheldon, #12 Scheckter and
#20 Carpenter. #17 Hunter-Reay is running sixth. #5 Servia is 11th.
(More)
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Lap 114: The car of #41 Simmons makes a sudden right turn along the frontstretch and makes
contact with the outside wall. The car caroms across the track and makes contact with the inside wall
before coming to a rest. Simmons climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
Lap 115: #6 Briscoe to pits, fuel only, 5 seconds.
Lap 117: GREEN. #9 Dixon leads #26 Andretti by .2337 of a second at the line.
Lap 118: #9 Dixon leads #26 Andretti by 1.0354 seconds.
Lap 121: #9 Dixon leads #26 Andretti by .0611 of a second.
Lap 122: #26 Andretti passes #9 Dixon for the lead in Turn 1. #26 Andretti leads #9 Dixon by
.5015 of a second.
***
When #26 Marco Andretti took the lead on Lap 122, it represented the third consecutive
Indianapolis 500 that Andretti, 21, has led. The only other Andretti to lead three consecutive events is
Marco’s grandfather, Mario, who did not lead his third consecutive Indianapolis 500 until 1993 at the age
of 53. The 2008 race is Marco Andretti’s third career Indianapolis 500 start.
***
Lap 123: #26 Andretti leads #9 Dixon by .4442 of a second.
Lap 125: #26 Andretti leads #9 Dixon by .4985 of a second.
Lap 128: #4 Meira and #20 Carpetner pass #10 Wheldon on the backstretch.
Lap 130: #26 Andretti leads #9 Dixon by .5523 of a second. #10 Wheldon has dropped to
seventh.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #11
Tony Kanaan and #67 Sarah Fisher were checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center.
They are cleared to drive.
TONY KANAAN: (About Marco Andretti’s pass of Kanaan just before Kanaan’s incident): “It
was a stupid move. I think teammates shouldn't do that to teammates. I'm sure he will have a good
explanation for what he did. Halfway through the race with a bunch of traffic, why are you going to dive
into me like that? I will wait to see what he has to say.”
SARAH FISHER: “It was just racing. Tony was racing real hard for the lead, and got high and
just spun right there in front of me. I think I got him in the intrusion panel, so it’s a good thing they
update these cars every year so he can walk away fine. It was just a terrible day. It just wasn’t our day.
The guys worked so hard this month and put together such a good race car. It was great on track; we just
messed up the start, messed up the parade lap. It just wasn’t our day.”
***
Lap 133: YELLOW. #02 Wilson does a three-quarter spin between Turns 1 and 2 and makes
contact with the rear of the car with the Armco barrier on the inside of Turn 2. Wilson climbs from the car
without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team. Leaders under caution are: #26 Andretti, #9 Dixon, #12
Scheckter, #4 Meira and #20 Carpenter.
Lap 135: Leaders to pit lane. #26 Andretti wins the race off pit lane. #20 Carpenter has lengthy
stop after airjack fails.
Lap 136: Leaders under caution are: #19 Moraes, #26 Andretti, #9 Dixon, #12 Scheckter and #4
Meira.
***
#19 Mario Moraes took the lead on Lap 136 to become the 56th driver to the lead the Indianapolis
500 in his first start. He is the 193rd different driver to have led an Indianapolis 500.
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #41
Jeff Simmons was checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
JEFF SIMMONS: “The car was getting pretty loose on those runs. I was trying to get the tires warm for
the restart. I think it just hooked up, and I went into the wall. I’ve seen a lot of guys do it, but I never
thought it would happen to me.”
***
Lap 135 pit report:
•Four tires, fuel: #27 Mutoh, 7 seconds; #12 Scheckter, 8 seconds; #4 Meira, 8 seconds; #3
Castroneves, 11 seconds; #6 Briscoe, 12 seconds; #99 Bell, 12 seconds, #17 Hunter-Reay, 9 seconds; #16
Lloyd, 10 seconds; #15 Rice, 9 seconds; #18 Junqueira, 12 seconds; #14 Manning, 8 seconds; #91 Lazier,
27 seconds; #36 Bernoldi, 14 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 19 seconds; #8 Power, 9 seconds; #23 Duno, 12
seconds; #33 Viso, 11 seconds; #22 Hamilton, 10 seconds; #5 Servia, 9 seconds; #2 Foyt, 10 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #7 Patrick, 9 seconds; #26 M. Andretti, 7 seconds; #10
Wheldon, 11 seconds.
•Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment, rear wing adjustment: #20 Carpenter, 43 seconds. Gear
selection problem for Carpenter in pits.
•Four tires, fuel, tire pressure adjustment: #9 Dixon, 11 seconds.
***
Lap 139: GREEN. #26 Andretti and #9 Dixon pass #19 Moraes as the cars go three-wide past the
start finish line. #26 Andretti leads #9 Dixon at the line.
Lap 140: #9 Dixon passes #26 Andretti for the lead just past the start/finish line. #9 Dixon leads
#26 Andretti by .2503 of a second.
Lap 141: #9 Dixon leads #26 Andretti by .2837 of a second. #19 Moraes whitewalls in Turn 1.
Lap 142: #9 Dixon leads #26 Andretti by .2114 of a second.
Lap 145: #9 Dixon leads #26 Andretti by .3955 of a second.
Lap 149: #19 Moraes whitewalls in Turn 3.
***
Medical update from Dr. Mike Olinger, senior medical director for the Indy Racing League: #02
Justin Wilson was checked and released at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
JUSTIN WILSON: “I was just running in the pack and just trying to experiment with a few
different lines trying to get a run on people because you’d often come down in the corner and wash out on
the exit, and you’d have to lift off and you can’t pass anyone. So I was just experimenting and learning,
and I thought everything was fine. But as you start to come out of the corner, I felt the back lighten up so
I was out of the throttle, and it just slowly came around. And next thing I know, I’m going backward. I
tried to keep the McDonald’s car out of the wall, but just ran out of real estate.”
***
Lap 153: YELLOW. #16 Lloyd makes light contact with the right side of the car with the
SAFER Barrier in Turn 4. Car does a full spin across the track and makes secondary contact with the
inside wall in pit lane. The car slides down pit lane, knocking down the pit entry cones, before coming to
rest in the middle of pit lane. Lloyd climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team.
Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #26 Andretti, #12 Scheckter, #4 Meira and #3 Castroneves.
Lap 156: Leaders to pit lane. #10 Wheldon has an extended stop. #12 Scheckter climbs from the
car. Team reports a broken driveshaft.
Lap 157: #20 Carpenter leads his first lap in the IndyCar Series. He is followed by #9 Dixon, #4
Meira, #3 Castroneves and #26 Andretti.
Lap 159: GREEN. #9 Dixon and #4 Meira pass #20 Carpenter on the frontstretch. #9 Dixon leads
#4 Meira by .0751 of a second.
Lap 160: #4 Meira splits #9 Dixon and #20 Carpenter entering Turn 1 and passes for the lead. #3
Castroneves and #26 Andretti pass #20 Carpenter. #4 Meira leads #9 Dixon by .3604 of a second.
(More)
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At 19 years, 156 days of age, #19 Mario Moraes is the third-youngest driver to lead the
Indianapolis 500. Only Josele Garza (1981), at 19 years 70 days of age, and Marco Andretti (2006), at 19
years 76 days of age, were younger.
***
Lap 166: #4 Meira leads #9 Dixon by .4260 of a second.
Lap 169: YELLOW. #23 Duno gets into the grass entering Turn 3. Car does a full spin to the left
and a half-spin back to the right before coming to rest in the grass at the inside of Turn 4. Duno climbs
from the car without assistance from the Delphi Safety Team. Leaders under caution are: #4 Meira, #9
Dixon, #3 Castroneves, #26 Andretti and #17 Hunter-Reay.
Lap 171: Leaders to pit lane. #9 Dixon wins the race off pit lane. #6 Briscoe and #7 Patrick make
contact at the exit of pit lane. #6 Briscoe pulls out of pit into high speed lane. Right rear of #6 Briscoe
makes contact with left rear of #7 Patrick. Both cars are pushed back to their pits.
Lap 172: Leaders under caution are: #9 Dixon, #4 Meira, #3 Castroneves, #26 Andretti and #17
Hunter-Reay.
***
#33 Viso is out of the race.
E.J. VISO: “Since we started the race, we had a problem with the gearbox. It stayed stuck in any
gear. Most of the time it was third. After revving up the engine, it would go up the gears. But this time it
didn’t happen; it just stayed in third. I would think there’s something inside the gearbox. It’s very
frustrating because I was running 11th or 12th and was very comfortable. The car was good, and we were
going to start trimming the car down. We were going to be in the top 10 easily without any risk.”
***
Lap 171 pit report:
•Four tires, fuel: #27 Mutoh, 8 seconds; #26 M. Andretti, 7 seconds; #4 Meira, 8 seconds; #9
Dixon, 12 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 12 seconds; #6 Briscoe, 11 seconds; #3 Castroneves, 11 seconds; #14
Manning, 8 seconds; #2 Foyt, 13 seconds; #18 Junqueira, 15 seconds; #91 Lazier, 14 seconds; #36
Bernoldi, 13 seconds; #24 J. Andretti, 11 seconds; #22 Hamilton, 10 seconds; #5 Servia, 12 seconds; #8
Power, 8 seconds; #99 Bell, 9 seconds; #20 Carpenter, 10 seconds; #7 Patrick, 9 seconds; #15 Rice, 9
seconds; #17 Hunter-Reay, 8 seconds. #6 Briscoe, #7 Patrick collided exiting pit road.
***
Lap 176: GREEN. #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .4501 of a second at the line.
Lap 177: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .3379 of a second.
Lap 180: #23 Duno returns to the track. #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .2315 of a second.
***
Medical update from Dr. Michael Olinger, IRL senior director of medical services: Alex Lloyd
has been checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
ALEX LLOYD: “I don’t know exactly (what happened). We had an incident early on where we
slightly touched or whitewalled it on the right side. It never felt right since that. We were struggling. We
were playing around with the setup, trying to get it right. We just couldn’t get it. It was hooking midcorner, and I came through Turn 4 and it stopped turning and went straight up to the wall. I don’t know
why. I hit the wall, and that was that. It was long, frustrating day, really. Something wasn’t right, right
from the start. We were trying our best to fix it in the pits, but nothing was working.”
***
#7 Danica Patrick and #6 Ryan Briscoe collided while exiting the pits on Lap 171. Patrick was
eliminated from the race. This is the first time in her four Indianapolis 500 starts that she failed to finish
on the lead lap.
(More)
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Lap 185: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .7160 of a second.
Lap 188: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .9137 of a second.
Lap 190: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .7306 of a second.
Lap 192: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .7010 of a second.
Lap 194: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .7968 of a second.
Lap 195: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .5805 of a second.
Lap 196: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .4092 of a second.
Lap 197: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .6393 of a second.
Lap 198: #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by .9500 of a second.
Lap 199: WHITE. #9 Dixon leads #4 Meira by 2.0755 seconds.
Lap 200: CHECKERED. #9 Dixon wins the 92nd Running of the Indianapolis 500 by 1.7498
seconds over #4 Meira.
INDIANAPOLIS 500 POST-RACE NOTES:
• Scott Dixon wins the Indianapolis 500 for the first time in his sixth start. This is Dixon’s 12th
career victory in the IndyCar Series and his second this season. He also won at Homestead-Miami
Speedway.
• This is the third Indianapolis 500 victory for Chip Ganassi. He is tied with Mike Boyle, Leader
Card (Bob Wilkie) and Pat Patrick for the third-most ‘500’ wins in history. Roger Penske has 14,
and Lou Moore has five. Ganassi won in 2000 with Juan Pablo Montoya and was co-owner with
Pat Patrick of the 1989 winner driven by Emerson Fittipaldi.
• This is the fourth time car #9 has won the Indianapolis 500. The last time was 2000 with Chip
Ganassi driver Juan Pablo Montoya.
• Dixon is the first native of New Zealand to win the Indianapolis 500.
• Dixon led 115 laps, the most laps led by a race winner since Juan Pablo Montoya led 167 laps in
2000. Dan Wheldon led 148 laps in 2006 but finished fourth.
• Vitor Meira finished second in the ‘500’ for the second time in his career. He also finished second
in 2005. Meira has five top-10 finishes in six Indy starts.
• Marco Andretti finished third, his second top-three finish in three starts. He finished second as a
rookie in 2006.
• Helio Castroneves finished fourth, his seventh top-10 finish in eight starts.
• Ed Carpenter finished fifth, his best finish in the Indianapolis 500 and his third career fifth-place
finish. Carpenter’s best ‘500’ finish was 11th in 2005 and 2006. Carpenter has fifth-place finishes
at Homestead-Miami earlier this season and at Chicagoland in 2006.
• Ryan Hunter-Reay finished sixth, tying his career-best finish recorded at Michigan last year. He
is highest-finishing rookie.
• Hideki Mutoh, the American Dairy Association Fastest Rookie, finished seventh, his third top-10
finish of the season.
• 2004 Indianapolis 500 winner Buddy Rice finished eighth. It’s his only top-10 finish other than
his victory. Rice also has finished 11th in 2003 and 25th in 2006 and 2007.
• Darren Manning finished ninth, his best Indianapolis 500 finish in four starts. His previous best
finish was 20th last year.
• Townsend Bell finished 10th in his second start in the Indianapolis 500. He finished 22nd in 2006.
• 1996 Indianapolis 500 winner Buddy Lazier improved 15 positions during the race, the most of
any driver. He finished 17th after starting 32nd.

(More)
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INDIANAPOLIS 500 POST-RACE NOTES (Cont.):
• Dixon won from the pole position. This is the 19th time the winning car has started from the pole
position.
• Dixon takes over the IndyCar Series points lead from Castroneves. Dixon also led the standings
following his season-opening victory at Homestead-Miami. Castroneves had been the leader since
winning at St. Petersburg, the second race of the season.
• Fifteen cars finished on the lead lap. The record for most cars finishing on the lead lap is 16 in
1959. The 1931 and 1962 Indianapolis 500 races also had 15 cars finish on the lead lap.
• Nine drivers led laps during the race. The Indy 500 record is 12 lap leaders in 1993. The 1980,
1995 and 1998 races had 10 lap leaders. The 1981, 2002, 2004 and 2007 races also had nine lap
leaders.
• Marco Andretti recorded the fastest lap of the race (224.037 mph) on Lap 161. His father,
Michael (1992), and his grandfather, Mario (1978), also recorded the fastest lap of an
Indianapolis 500 race.
• Dixon, was the top lap leader with 115 laps led. His teammate, Dan Wheldon, led the second
most laps in the race with 30 laps.
• Buddy Lazier completed 195 laps. It raised his Indianapolis 500 career total to 6,665 miles
completed, which moves him past Michael Andretti for eighth on the all-time mileage leader list.
• Helio Castroneves finished on the lead lap for the seventh time in his eight career starts in the
Indianapolis 500. The only year he did not finish on the lead lap was in 2006 due to an accident.
• Two drivers led the 2008 Indianapolis 500 for the first time. Mario Moraes and Ed Carpenter
each led three laps.
• The 30 laps led by Dan Wheldon raised his Indianapolis 500 career total to 234 laps, the most
among active drivers.
• Tony Kanaan led his record seventh consecutive Indianapolis 500. He led 12 laps, raising his
career total to 214 laps led.
INDIANAPOLIS 500 POST-RACE QUOTES:
HELIO CASTRONEVES (#3 Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Well, fourth place, definitely
not what we expected. We tried everything we could. We had a little issue with the debris. I was trying to
avoid a slow car; I slammed on the brakes instead of hitting him. I pulled away and a piece of the debris
hit my front wing so we had to stop to change that. The team, let me tell you, wow, what a team. I can’t
thank enough, Team Penske. What a great strategy. Tim Cindric and all my guys, led by Rick Rinaman,
they were fantastic. We were patient. Unfortunately, overall, it was very difficult to pass. We were just
trying to keep gaining spots. Wow, what an incredible team. I am extremely honored to be part of it. Now,
let’s think about the championship. Scott did an excellent job. Ganassi seems to be the favorite team right
now, but, hey, the championship is still a long way and we’re going to continue working hard.” (About
racing at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway) “This race is amazing. This place is magic. I remember
Cindric on the radio, saying, ‘Come on, man, we have work to do.’ I’m like: ‘What do you mean, buddy?
Patience! I have to be patient so you have to be patient.’ This place is amazing. I have to thank the fans
for the support and the warm welcome again. To be here again and finish in the top five for me is great, so
thank you everyone.”
RYAN BRISCOE (#6 Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (About incident with Danica Patrick):
"It's a real shame. I just saw the replay, and it confirmed my thoughts. We were both out there trying to
win the Indy 500 today, and when it's time to go, we have to go. But from what I can see, there was still
plenty of room on the right side for her to get around and there are people pointing fingers, but that's not
the way we are. We both have a brake pedal in our cars, and from what I can tell, there was still plenty of

room for her to get around me. I was trying to get around Wheldon, and I was staying in the middle lane. I
got ran up in the back, and it's a shame."
JOHN ANDRETTI (#24 Roth Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): It's like every ‘500.’ You learn
something and when you get done, you wish you'd done something different. I do wish I'd dome some
things different and been better. Our last in was horrible, just horrible. That came from a change because
we didn't know. We just went with it, and it was way overkill. That really hurt us in the end. It would
have been OK in the middle of the race, but at the end of the race, you know, we couldn't hardly keep up.
But the stint before that, it was about the best the car was. We tried to make it a little better, but more
practice makes all the difference in the world. The guys did a great job on pit stops. We seemed like we
got in pretty good. Thank God we didn’t have any green-flag pit stops because I don't know what we
would've done. So many people came off of Turn 4 and never saw pit in, so that worked out pretty good,
but overall, I'm really pleased. It's frustrating because we know we could've done so much better with a
little different circumstances.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (#12 Symantec Luczo Dragon Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "It was just a
driveshaft. It happens. I just have to thank my team and sponsors for giving me the chance to do what I
love to do. It is a pity. These things sometimes happen. It is the worst time. It was the last stop of the Indy
500" (About running well all race): "I was just conserving fuel by driving at 90 percent, waiting for the
last laps. When I wanted to give it a go and see what I could do, it happened. That is racing."
HIDEKI MUTOH (#27 Formula Dream Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "I stalled the engine once during a pit
stop. I feel sorry for the guys. The team did a great job. I hope I could have finished fifth, but we didn't
have enough speed. Two guys passed me, so we finished seventh. For my first Indy 500, that's not too
bad."
RYAN HUNTER-REAY (#17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I just
learned so much through the pace of the race. Like this team always does, they made the Ethanol IndyCar
better through the run. I’m disappointed we didn’t get more results. I really think this was a seventh-place
car, and we finished sixth. I’m happy with it.” (About how he went about learning during the race): “This
place is so difficult. When the tires go off and there’s cars in front of you with the turbulence, it’s
probably been one of the most difficult tracks that I’ve ever been around.”
BUDDY RICE (#15 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "It is good for Dreyer &
Reinbold Racing. We had two cars in the top 10 at the Indianapolis 500. We're a small-time little group,
and we did great. It is good for our sponsors, Jordache and William Rast. I think it was a good day for
us." (About his pit strategy): "I needed all the help I could get. We dug ourselves in a hole at the
beginning. We led there for a little bit because of our pit strategy. We missed getting our strategy by two
laps. For us to get back to where we finished, it was a huge accomplishment for the No. 15 car."
A.J. FOYT IV (#2 Lilly Diabetes/Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Obviously, it was terrible. I
mean, we caught on fire there again, in the pits and it ruined our day. We had to get out of the car and get
the car all sorted out, and it was just miserable. From there on, you're just out there riding around and
trying to stay out of trouble, waiting to screw up. It was a terrible race, a miserable race. One of the worst
of my life. You don't learn nothing trying to stay out of everybody's way, and that's the worst way in the
world to race.”
DAN WHELDON (#10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "My issue all day was
with the right rear steer in the car. It was OK in the first few stints, but it seemed to get worse and worse
as the race went on. It was very difficult." (About his teammate, Scott Dixon, winning the race): "I am
really happy for him. He has been really quick in all of the races leading into this. He perhaps hasn't won
as many as he deserved up to now, but he's on a roll right now, and it is great for him and the team that he
did so well. The team worked so hard for both cars. Only one can win, and he was the deserving one."

WILL POWER (#8 Aussie Vineyards-Team Australia Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was a good month
you know. I kept getting more and more, and it’s just good to finish the race in a good position. Yeah,
whatever.” (About sounding disappointed after the race) No, I’m really happy. I’m really happy for the
guys and finished in a good position for us. We moved 10 places up so, I’m just exhausted.”
DANICA PATRICK (#7 Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "I was going down pit lane, and as people
pull out of their pit boxes if you are in the outside lane, then they have to wait to blend in. From what I
know, it looked like it was pretty obvious what happened. What are you going to do? The guys worked so
hard today. We worked so hard on the car all month. Unfortunately, we didn't get to show for it in the
end. Congrats to (Scott) Dixon. He was strong all month and he deserves it." (About what she would like
to tell Ryan Briscoe): "It is probably best I didn't get down there anyway, isn't it?" (About her day): "The
unfortunate thing is we worked our butts off all month. We were creeping forward slowly, but surely.
After the little mishap in the pits early and struggling with the car, but from what I can tell it seemed like
it was relatively obvious what happened. You just don't come out of your pit box and swing three lanes
out. That's why there is a 'get up to speed' lane and an 'at speed' lane. I was at speed." (About what she
wants to say to Ryan Briscoe): "We will see if he can find me first."
BUDDY LAZIER (#91 Hemelgarn Johnson Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I tried to stay out of trouble.
You know, we had one day of practice. One day of practice all month. Obviously, the rain out for
Carburetion Day killed us, just killed us and it showed. I don't know anybody with one day of practice
that could do any better. This team did as good as anyone could expect. It just would have been nice to
have a teammate, someone to share information with. We just missed. We missed today.” (About running
a clean race): “That was hard. That was really hard today. That's something that people say when they
don't have anything else good to say. You say, ‘Well, the wheels are still on it.’ I'm disappointed, there's
no doubt, but what can you really expect with one day of practice? It's all good.”
ED CARPENTER (#20 Menards/Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was OK. We were kind of
same way in the race as we were throughout the month of May. Just outside the very top guys. But we
were right there. For the most part I had a very clean race. Had a pit stop where there is a neutral button
on this new transmission to get it into neutral. It wouldn’t go to neutral on this one stop and had to go to
the back of the line. Luckily we caught a break with the yellow and got back up front. Otherwise, I think
we could have maybe finished in front of Helio (Castroneves). I was running in front of him at that point.
Either way I am really happy for Menards, Johns Manville, Direct TV, Lilly and everyone else involved
with the team. Eleventh was my best finish before this. To be in the top five at Indianapolis is a great
feeling. Happy for all the people that make it happen for us. My Mom and Tony for giving me the
opportunity to go show everyone that I do belong at this stage, and really think we are going to get Vision
Racing our first win this year. We’ve got good cars, and I think it’s just a matter of time.” (Is this a shot of
confidence for you personally?): “It is, but I mean the whole season, I have been a top-five car all season,
especially on the ovals. I just need to get a little bit better on the road courses. Then we will be a threat all
the way around. I think that is just around the corner.”
DARREN MANNING (#14 ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "The car was
real good. You know, I made a mistake in the pit stop. I didn't listen to Larry (Foyt). He was saying,
'Stop, stop, stop,' and I was thinking ‘Go, go, go.’ I clipped my front wing on another car when he went
into the pits, while we were running in sixth place. I was running comfortably with those guys in the
front. I think I had the car firm. It was actually harder to pass the guys in the back of the pack than it was
to the guys in the front. We were running a very similar car to the guys in the front, but we had some
problems. We dropped back to 24th and came all the way back to ninth. It's a credit to the team. You
know, we worked hard all month and they did a good job, too, in the pits to replace the nose and some
good stops. We just kept working hard, and when it was time to go at the end, I went." (On the racing
conditions overall): "Absolutely perfect. There was a bit of wind in (Turns) 1 and 2, which was making it
tricky. My car was real good at the end of all the long green flag runs, but we never got any. They (the

cars in front) were just starting to come back to me. Was just cruising and picking them off, then the
yellow would come out. I was really annoyed that so many yellow flags kept coming out."
TOWNSEND BELL (#99 Dreyer & Reinbold William Rast Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We
struggled a bit on the restarts. We had a good restart there at the end to get a couple positions. It’s pretty
good. We’re still a small team. Buddy (Rice) got an eighth, so two top-10s for Dreyer and Reinbold.
We’re duking it out with the big guys. It’s one foot in front of the other. It’s another step toward
hopefully to a better end to the season. I really wanted to finish the race. I didn’t finish when I came here
in 2006. I made it three-quarters of the way, was running in the top 10 and it was painful, painful Monday
morning to wake up and know, man, if we just could have had a top 10, we’d be happy. So, now we’ve
got one, and we need to just stay focused, come back and do even better next time. It’s a smaller
organization with big ambitions and you can’t get there overnight. We don’t want to do is swing too hard
and fall over trying to prove too fast. It’s got to happen one step at a time. We keep doing this and keep
working our way up to that next level of teams, and we’re going to be happy.”
ENRIQUE BERNOLDI (#36 Sangari Conquest Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was a very good
race for me. I was quite a bit scary for me in the beginning when a piece of (Graham) Rahal's car came off
and hit me in the beginning. I thought my car would be damaged, but luckily, they could repair it and I
still could get the lap back. I was pushing hard all the time and was like, really racing. Real racing.
Indianapolis is like a track that you can drive the car a little bit around the problems, not like other ovals. I
have to thank the engineer because he gave me a good car. I never had to adjust the car on the pit stops, I
could do everything myself with the bars. The race was very long and very tiring. It was difficult because
it was so long. I'm relieved because I finished my first oval race and it's the Indianapolis 500, so I finished
the best one out of the three I did. I was very happy to bring the car home. I think that's a big plus for the
team for the ovals. Now we can work on it and get even better.”
BRUNO JUNQUEIRA (#18 Z-Line Designs Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (About the frustration with
losing his right mirror early in the race): "It wasn't really good for a few laps. My right mirror flew away,
and the team did not have a mirror to replace. That was it. It's very frustrating to be leading the race and
have to pit, and the team's not ready." (Did anything in particular happen to make the mirror come off or
did it come off on its own?): "It came off on its own. It's very frustrating."
MILKA DUNO (#23 CITGO/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "For my second time
at the Indianapolis 500, I am excited to have finished this classic race. Throughout the race, we were in
good contention and made routine pit stops and tire changes. It was during Lap 168 that the No. 91 car
(Buddy Lazier) essentially forced me to go on the apron. His tire made contact with my front wing and
tires. I was able to control the spin, and no major damage was done to the car. The CITGO car was
brought back to the garage, and I took off running through the pits to meet the team. The guys did a
tremendous job to getting the car back out. Their efforts allowed us to gain two positions back on the
track to finish 19th."
DAVEY HAMILTON (#22 Hewlett-Packard/KR Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We had a
disappointing day today. We had a right front nose wing break, I guess. We really didn’t realize it until
the race was over. But just had big time understeer all day long. Just couldn’t get the car to turn. It was so
much different than what it was on Carb Day and practice. But that is the reason. Well get back, find out
what broke in the right front wing. With that thing flat, there is no way to turn these things.” (Do you
think it failed due to fatigue or from possible contact?): “It seemed to be (bad) right off the bat, because
there is no rubber on it at all. All the rest of the car and the other (front) nose wing has rubber on it. I’m
pretty sure right from the get go that it was flat. We needed it, man. I thought we finally got the car out by
ourselves and picked off some 219’s and 218’s. But as soon as I’d get traffic, I’d only go as fast as they
would go. It was a pretty disappointing day.” (So how was traffic out there today. How did everyone
behave?): “Well, a lot of defense. Lot of defense today.”

ORIOL SERVIA (#5 Angie's List Special Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Yeah, I was so close to a top 10.
I’m just really happy. Eleventh was a good race from where we started. We had a very good balance in
the car, and we were just lacking a little bit of speed but, I’m just really happy. We had great stops, great
restarts and good balance so, you know. We know we have a little bit of a disadvantage on development,
and it is what it is but, we’re happy. We’re happy with the result and my first Indy and the team’s first
Indy.” (About his most crucial moment of the race): “There were many. I mean, many restarts where we
moved forward, and the pit stop that the guys put me seventh was great. We just didn’t have the speed to
stay up there with those guys, but it was good. It was a lot of fun. I really enjoyed my first Indy.”
MARIO MORAES (#19 Sonny's Bar-B-Q Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “When I came driving (down the
frontstretch) first time, it was amazing. I’ve never been to a place like this before. I just watch it on
television sometimes. It's really impressive to be here; it's a pleasure. We made what we were looking for,
finish the race. It doesn't matter what position. We work a little bit on the car. The team is brand new. The
start is amazing, you know. You don't know what to do." (About what the start felt like in the turbulent
air): "It's really impressive. You think it's easy in the qualifying. Then, you come to the first lap, and I
need to reduce two gears, then go again, so it's quite hard. Two times, we have some problems and went
into the marbles; Marco pushed me into the marbles. He was fast, so I was trying to get out of trouble.
Then I need to stop to change the tires again and go. So I think they did a very good job, and we finish the
race."
*** END DAY 17 NOTES ***

