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Welcome to the 90th running of the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race, the “Greatest Spectacle
in Racing.” Fred Nation, executive vice president of communications for the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, Ron Green, director of public relations for the Speedway, Tom Savage, senior director
of media relations for the Indy Racing League, and Bill York, Media Center manager, and their
staffs are here to assist you. Please direct your questions and requests to any Indianapolis Motor
Speedway or Indy Racing League staff person in the Media Center.
***
This is the 40th edition of the Indianapolis 500 Daily Trackside Report, which was first
distributed at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 1967. As stated on the first page of the 1967
DTR, “This press information has been compiled as an added source of your information in your
coverage of the ‘500.’ It is our sincere wish that it will be of assistance in your assignment.”
Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and will also be
available on the Speedway’s official site on the World Wide Web,
www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com and the official Indy Racing League Web site,
www.indycar.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of each day in the Media
Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and Indy Racing League Web sites.
TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11:30 a.m.
Opening Ceremonies
Noon-5 p.m. Rookie Orientation Program/Driver Refresher Program
6 p.m.
Track closes
***
On this date in 1990, Rick Mears led Day 3 of practice for the second consecutive year.
Mears recorded a lap of 224.389 mph in his Team Penske machine.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with the “Greatest Spectacle of Racing” will give their favorite 500 memories. Here’s
today’s memory.
TOM ANDERSON (co-owner and managing director, Fernandez Racing): "I was
there with Team McLaren. We brought three cars. We had two cars and a backup car. The drivers
were going to be Chris Amon and Denny Hulme. The first day the track opened, which back then
was May 1, we brought all three cars out for the morning warm up and Bruce McLaren drove the
third car. All three cars went out on the racetrack together and there were several experienced
Indy-people behind them. They all said, 'Oh my God, they brought three cars and they all run on
the first day.'"
***
Did you know?: If both Michael and Marco Andretti make the field for the 90th
Indianapolis 500, it will mark only the fourth time in Indianapolis 500 history that a father/son
combination has competed against each other. (Mario and Michael Andretti, Mario and Jeff
Andretti and Al Unser Sr. and Al Unser, Jr.)
(More)
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ENTRY UPDATES:
• Thiago Medeiros is now driver of the #18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone.
Medeiros is eligible for JPMorgan Chase Rookie of the Year.
• Jaques Lazier is now driver of the #21 Playa Del Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone.
• Car name for #31 is now A1 Team USA Geico Dreyer & Reinbold
Dallara/Honda/Firestone.
• #36 C & S Motorsports has withdrawn its entry.
• Townsend Bell is driver of #90 Rock & Republic Vision Racing
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Bell is eligible for JPMorgan Chase Rookie of the Year.
• Playa Del Racing has added a second entry. Jon Herb is driver of the #12 Playa Del
Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone.
• Team Leader Motorsports has entered the Indianapolis 500. Stephan Gregoire is the
driver of the #97 Team Leader Special.
***
Ten drivers will participate in Rookie Orientation or Refresher Programs this month.
#26 Marco Andretti (Andretti Green Racing), #91 P.J. Chesson (Carmelo Hemelgarn
Racing) and #18 Thiago Medeiros (PDM Racing) must complete Rookie Orientation.
The rookie drivers must complete four phases of ROP in order to be eligible for the
Indianapolis 500. At least three of the phases must be completed during ROP. The fourth phase
may be completed on the first day of practice.
#1 Michael Andretti (Andretti Green Racing), #12 Jon Herb (Playa Del Racing), #31 Al
Unser Jr., #41 Larry Foyt, #61 Arie Luyendyk Jr., #90 Townsend Bell and #97 Stephan Gregoire
must complete refresher test, which consist of the final two phases of ROP. Luyendyk and Bell
are considered rookies for the Indianapolis 500.
The four phases of ROP are:
195-200 mph
200-205 mph
205-210 mph
210+ mph
ROP PRACTICE REPORT:
12:02 p.m. – Three generations of Andrettis (Mario, Michael and Marco) on track for
ceremonial laps.
12:10 p.m. – GREEN. #26 Marco Andretti is first car on track.
12:18 p.m. – #26 Andretti has passed Phase #1 and moved to Phase #2.
12:44 p.m. – #26 Andretti has passed Phases #2 and 3 and is cleared to run Phase #4.
1 p.m. – #26 Andretti has passed all four phases.
1:22 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 3.
1:27 p.m. – GREEN.
1:33 p.m. – #91 Chesson has passed Phases #1 and #2.
2:01 p.m. – #91 Chesson has passed Phase #3.

(More)
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Marco Andretti, driver of the #26 NYSE Group Dallara/Honda/Firestone, took the honor
of being the first driver on track for Opening Day at the 90th Indianapolis 500, an honor that
sometimes has been hard-fought over the years. The best start by the driver first on track over the
last 25 years has been by Raul Boesel, who started second in 1994. The best finish is shared by
Eliseo Salazar, who finished fourth in 1995 and Danica Patrick, who finished fourth in 2005.
FIRST ON TRACK, 1980-2006
Year Driver
2006
Marco Andretti
2005
Danica Patrick
2004
Sarah Fisher
2003
Felipe Giaffone
2002
Billy Boat
2001
Stephan Gregoire
2000
Stephan Gregoire
1999
Stephan Gregoire
1998
Mike Groff
1997
Dr. Jack Miller
1996
Michele Alboreto
1995
Eliseo Salazar
1994
Raul Boesel
1993
Jimmy Vasser
1992
Scott Brayton
1991
Scott Brayton
1990
Tero Palmroth
1989
Arie Luyendyk
1988
Raul Boesel
1987
Ludwig Heimrath Jr.
1986
Chip Ganassi
1985
Dick Simon
1984
Dick Simon
1983
Bill Tempero
1982
Gary Bettenhausen
1981
Larry “Boom Boom” Cannon
1980
Bill Tempero

Started
Finished
N/A
N/A
4th
4th
th
19
24th
16th
33rd
rd
23
18th
th
29
28th
th
20
7th
Did Not Qualify
32nd
15th
17th
20th
th
12
30th
th
24
4th
nd
2
21st
th
19
13th
th
7
22nd
19th
17th
th
16
12th
th
15
21st
th
20th
7
th
10
30th
th
25th
26
th
26
14th
20th
23rd
Did Not Qualify
30th
12th
Did Not Qualify
Did Not Qualify
***
2:21 p.m. – #91 Chesson has completed the fourth phase of ROP.
2:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Spray reported from #90 Bell. Car comes to a stop at entrance to

pit lane.

(More)
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Scott Sharp may be the biggest beneficiary of Barbaro’s win in the 132nd Kentucky Derby
on May 6. In two of the last three years, the winners of the Indianapolis 500 and Kentucky Derby
have shared the same number. Funny Cide and Gil de Ferran shared the No. 6 in 2003, and
Smarty Jones and Buddy Rice shared 15 in 2005. Barbaro wore No. 8, the same number as
Sharp’s Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Overall, the Derby and Indianapolis 500 winners have shared
the same number eight times:
Year
1915
1940
1970
1976
1978
1997
2003
2004

Derby winner
Regret
Gallahadion
Dust Commander
Bold Forbes
Affirmed
Silver Charm
Funny Cide
Smarty Jones

Indianapolis 500 winner
Number
Ralph De Palma
2
Wilbur Shaw
1
Al Unser
2
Johnny Rutherford
2
Al Unser
2
Arie Luyendyk
5
Gil de Ferran
6
Buddy Rice
15
***
A total 69 IndyCar Series and Indy Pro Series drivers have passed physical examinations
at the Clarian Medical Center.
***
PDM Racing announced that 2004 Indy Pro Series™ champion Thiago Medeiros will
drive the No. 18 PDM Racing Honda-powered Panoz at the Indianapolis 500.
Medeiros, a native of Sao Paulo, Brazil, currently drives for PDM in the USAC Silver
Crown Series. The PDM effort is being supported by STP and Royal Spa, with more sponsorship
announcements coming soon.
PAUL DIATLOVICH (President, PDM Racing): “We have been building a great
relationship with Thiago over the past several months through our Silver Crown program, and we
couldn't be happier to have him drive for PDM this month at Indy. We have been working on
Thiago's program for some time without his knowledge of it, which was very difficult to do
considering the amount of time that he likes to spend in the shop. Needless to say, he was
pleasantly surprised."
THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “This is
unbelievable. I knew that the guys were working on something for the '500,' but never thought it
was for me. I am very thankful to everyone involved in putting this together." (About racing at
Indianapolis): "I plan to work my way up to speed, and not rush into getting fast right away. Even
though we won't be out until the second week of practice, that will still be enough time to get
comfortable."
***
2:40 p.m. – GREEN.

(More)
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Veteran Indianapolis 500 entrants Kent Baker and Greg Beck have formed Team Leader
Motorsports in collaboration with Bob Hillis, Mike Curb, Cary Agajanian and Turner Woodard
and have officially entered the 2006 Indianapolis 500- Mile Race. Team Leader/Curb/AgajanianBeck Motorsports will field the #97 Team Leader Special for Indianpolis 500 veteran Stephan
Gregoire of France. Both Baker and Beck are long-time participants in the Indianapolis 500.
Baker fielded cars in the late 1980s and early 1990s with his own team, R. Kent Baker Racing,
while Beck has fielded cars for more than 20 years.
***
Clarification on entry of #97: The team met the entry deadline but asked that the IRL
hold the release because the team had not acquired a chassis. Since then, the team has formalized
the chassis purchase and secured Stephan Gregoire as its driver.
***
Selected quotes from Mario Andretti following his ceremonial lap with his son, Michael,
and grandson, Marco.
MARIO ANDRETTI (1969 Indianapolis 500 winner): “The car just ran
beautiful, and as you (Tom Carnegie) said, it didn’t stop so we could have just kept right on
going, so that’s a good omen.” (How was it driving around the Speedway with three generations
of your family?): “Very emotional for us in a very positive way. It’s something you can never
plan for but it’s happening, and it just happened that I was able to share this day with both
Michael and Marco, and this is a beginning for something very exciting for them this month.” (Is
it difficult to draw the line between being a coach and a father?): “I’ve never really been a coach,
except that I’m a bouncing board. If there’s a question there that maybe I can answer, I will, like
parents usually will.” (So Michael and Marco are battling on the last lap, who do you pull for?):
“I think whoever has got it is going to go for it. We talked it, even when I was driving with Mike
and Jeff (Mario’s sons), if the situation comes down (to us), there’s no favors. We all go for it.”
(How does it feel to have three generations at the track together?): It’s special because it’s
something you can never plan, but a year ago we could have never even thought about this thing,
and the fact that Indianapolis is honoring us with this opportunity, it’s something that I cherish
very much.” (Is it important for you to see someone in your family continuing the racing
tradition?): “It’s important if they want to do it. That’s the bottom line, the most important part:
that the desire comes from within. Marco wants to do this, he’s happy about doing this, and that
makes me happy, of course. To me, as far as pride, there’s nothing that a father or grandfather can
be more proud of than his own son and grandson following in his so-called family business.” (On
his debut here in 1965): “It was a great beginning for me here at Indianapolis with that Dean Van
Lines team, and to come here actually was pretty cold turkey because the car didn’t arrive until
late, but the car worked immediately, it was all about timing and I was very fortunate of that.
Clint Brawner and Jim McGee really gave me a good car, and here we go, we finished third and
we continued with this car because in present trim we put this thing on pole in 1967, so this car
had a three-year life here at Indianapolis. I had a wonderful time here over the years, I can tell
you that a lot of people think we’ve been unlucky because we didn’t win more than once but I’d
say we’ve been very lucky because I’ve been up front and led this race for many, many times and
that’s what brought satisfaction to me. So I have nothing but positive memories of my driving
here at Indianapolis.”
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4:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on course.
4:27 p.m. – GREEN.
4:36 p.m. – #31 Unser Jr. makes first on-track appearance on month.
4:46 p.m. –YELLOW. Debris
4:49 p.m. – GREEN.
5 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
Andretti Green Racing driver and 2004 IndyCar Series champion Tony Kanaan
participated in the Runner’s High Tri-Miami Triathlon Sunday, May 7. As a member of the
Kanaan Racing team which was entered in the Male Relay category, Kanaan competed in the
cycling portion of the event, completing the 40k (24 mile) course in 1:10:23.

Kanaan Racing won the Relay category, which consisted of a 40K Bicycle leg and
10K Run – 10k and a 1,500-meter Swim with an overall time of 2:22:23.
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was a good
workout. Today is my last day to be at home, so this was a good way to see my friends and
compete at the same time. I would have liked to have done the entire distance, but I have a long
month ahead of me, and I didn’t want to wear myself completely down. Hopefully, my month at
the Speedway will get off to as good as start as the triathlon was for me.”
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
C/E/T
Speed
1
1
Michael Andretti
D/H/F
220.999 mph
2
26
Marco Andretti
D/H/F
220.572 mph
3
91
P.J. Chesson
D/H/F
214.302 mph
4
61
Arie Luyendyk Jr.
P/H/F
206.468 mph
5
31
Al Unser Jr.
D/H/F
206.387 mph
6
90
Townsend Bell
D/H/F
113.065 mph
***
A total of 10 cars are currently at the Speedway. Six have passed technical inspection.
Six drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 239 laps this month. There were four
cautions for a total of 21 minutes.
POST PRACTICE QUOTES:
P.J. CHESSON (No. 91 Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It
went really well today. We nailed our rookie test pretty much right away, incident free. The car
felt really good. We've come in and put the car down to go over some stuff, make some changes
so we can go back out there and hammer it. I never ran a Pro Series car here, so these are my first
laps here, other than that school bus over at the museum, and that old bastard, he knows the line
man. He's doing all right, and you hear the same story. We're going to go out again tomorrow and
just keep doing what we're doing and hopefully we'll get to where we need to be. I'm very
excited. This is a great place.”
(More)
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MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 1 Jim Beam/Vonage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was
really a special day for sure. It started out special as we kicked off the ceremonies. To have my
dad on the right side and my son on the left was neat for sure. I'm happy with the car. We got up
so speed right away. I'm really happy with the way I felt in the car. Marco also got some speed
out of his car, too. It was a good day for both us. So far so good."
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 NYSE Group Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I think it
started out pretty good. It was easier than I thought to get up to speed. At some points, I was
quicker than they wanted. But things definitely went well. I was certainly happy when I found out
I passed my rookie test. I wanted to pass it early so we could spend the day working on the car
and the set up. I was comfortable with different lines all around the track. We stayed pretty
consistent with the downforce on the car and were working on car comfort. I think we ended up
pretty comfortable."

ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone):
“We got out late, like 3:45 p.m., we only had about an hour. It well, I’m a little disappointed in
the speed but we basically are chasing a big push so they did that for me just to get used to the
car. We’ll get there tomorrow, we’ve got a full day of running and we’ve got all the bugs worked
out so we’re pretty happy with everything. At least this month we’ve got more time to practice
before we get down to business.” (Compare your mindset between last year’s last-minute
qualifying attempt to this year): “It feels great, obviously last year was a rush deal and this year
we can prepare more and sit down. Tonight I can think about today, and tomorrow I can think
about things instead of having everything crammed into two days. It’s a lot better this year and
hopefully our results show that.” (Are you just as nervous as last year, or with more time are you
more at ease?): “I’m just as nervous but at least now we have more time to prepare; better crew
and better equipment around me so hopefully we can get this thing going.”
ARIE LUYENDYK (Owner, Luyendyk Racing): “It was like a shakedown, really, we
have a couple of bugs to work out in the car, so he’s not really comfortable in the car yet with his
arms. He’s kind of tight in there and doesn’t have enough space. He’s quite tall for this sport,
actually. They’ve got to work tonight on the seat and the steering column.” (After all your years
here how does it feel to see your son do this?): “Well, I think it’s kind of a nerve-wracking deal
but at the same time I do enjoy the way we’re doing it now over last year. Now I was able to
assemble a team of guys that I worked with in the past like Skip Faul, crew chief of ours at
Treadway Racing in ’97, and past that, and Tim Wardrop, the engineer I worked with at
Treadway and Menards, and Hemelgarn years ago. I’ve worked with Tim for so many years. To
see those guys on our team, it’s a lot of fun to have them around.” (Are you acting as coach for
him, or are you standing back?): “I like him to get more advice from other guys rather than
myself, I don’t like to be in his ear the whole time. Skip’s always been a good motivator for
myself back then and he can do the same for Junior, so I try to let him do as much as he can for
the other guys on the team. If I need to step in and give my two cents then I will, but I’m not
constantly trying to give him advice because you can overdo that too.”
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AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 A1 TEAM USA Geico Dreyer & Reinbold Dallara/Honda/
Firestone): “It was great to get back in the car and run down the strait a ways of Indianapolis. It
felt really good. The guys have really worked super hard to get this car out on the track today.
Three days ago this car was in a million pieces. I’m really proud of all the guys at Dreyer &
Reinbold Racing at putting a great car together for me. What can I say, we’re back.” (About
racing with Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “The team knows an awful lot, it ain’t their first time
here, and it isn’t my first time here. With all the data acquisition equipment on the cars these
days, what normally happens is the teams tell the driver what to do, instead of the driver telling
the team what to do. We’ll take what the car is going to give us and go from there.” (How long do
you think it will take to get back at the top of your game?) “It’s going to dictate on how this car
works. We’re going to do everything we can to get the car working and go from there. We’re
ready. We got out here with 45 minutes to go. Now’s not the time to go out and try to run any lap
times, go wide open on our first day, or try any trick stuff.” (What is the biggest difference in car
feel from when you ran here last?) “Nothing. We did not run enough to get a good feel. The only
thing I can say is that there is definitely a difference in the power of the engine that I’ve had in
the past. Hands down, the Honda engine I ran today is the strongest IRL engine I’ve ever run
around here.”

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Noon-5 p.m.
6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Rookie Orientation Program
Track Closes
*** END DAY 1 NOTES ***

Indianapolis 500 Daily Trackside Report -- May 8

Monday, May 8, 2006

TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m. Public Gates Open
Noon-5 p.m.

Rookie Orientation Program/Driver Refresher Program

6 p.m. Track closes
***
On this date in 1978, Hoosier Coal & Oil announced that the company would sponsor the
award that nobody wanted – The Almost Made It Award (AMI Award). The award, a
trophy and $2,000 prize, was to be presented to the first driver left waiting in line when
qualifications closed on Bump Day. Johnny Rutherford led the day’s rain-shortened
practice with a lap of more than 191 mph.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with the “Greatest Spectacle of Racing” will give their favorite 500 memories.
Here’s today’s memory.
JIM PRESCOTT, RAHAL LETTERMAN RACING (Mechanic for the winning car
driven by Bobby Rahal): “You could write a book about 1986 for me. I can remember
stuff from that race that we did still to this day more than what we did three weeks ago to
our cars now. I remember things we had to do to the car during the race and what the
condition of the car was like after the race. I can remember that almost as clear as day."

***
Did you know?: Andretti Green Racing is the first team since 1997 to enter five cars in
the Indianapolis 500. The last team to do so was Team Scandia, which entered cars for
Fermin Velez (10th), Marco Greco (16th), Vincenzo Sospiri (17th), Eliseo Salazar (24th)
and (Alessandro Zampedri (35th).

There have teams that have entered five or more cars before:
·
Team Scandia started seven cars in the 1996 Indianapolis 500 for Alessandro
Zampedri (4th), Eliseo Salazar (6th), Michel Jourdain Jr. (13th), Fermin Velez (21st), Joe
Gosek (22nd), Racin Gardner (25th) and Michele Alboretto (30th).
·
In 1923, Cliff Durant entered five cars and sponsored three other cars in the race,
including the cars of Harry Hartz, Jimmy Murphy and Eddie Hearne, who finished
second, third and fourth, respectively.
***
1999 JPMorgan Chase Rookie of the Year Robby McGehee, a five-time Indianapolis 500
starter, is walking the Speedway grounds this May. However, this year he is not actively
pursuing a ride.
ROBBY McGEHEE (1999 JPMorgan Chase Rookie of the Year): "Wouldn't you
know it? The first year I'm not out trying to secure a good opportunity for the month of
May, and there seems to be a bunch of rides this year. Oh well, we'll see what happens as
the month goes on."
PRACTICE REPORT:
Noon – GREEN: Bill Spoerle, chief restoration manager for the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway Hall of Fame Museum, waved the green flag.
12:01 p.m. – #1 Andretti is first car on track.
12:25 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 3.
12:30 p.m. – GREEN.
***
At 12:30 p.m., the ambient temperature was 67 degrees with a relative humidity of 44
percents and winds from south-southeast at 10 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track
temperature was 98 degrees.
***
12:44 p.m. – #61 Luyendyk has completed Phase #3.

1:09 p.m. – #18 Medeiros has completed Phase #1 of ROP.
1:49 p.m. – #18 Medeiros has completed Phase #2 of ROP.
***
2006 Mrs. Indiana Justine Kaldahl, a resident of Avon, Ind., took a ride around the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
JUSTINE KALDAHL (2006 Mrs. Indiana): "That was awesome, I loved it, it was
better than Disney World by far. I have always loved racing, but never been down this
close to it, it's a total different experience. Taking the corners was the best."
***
At 2 p.m., the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with a relative humidity of 44
percents and winds from south-southeast at 12 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track
temperature was 106 degrees.
***
2:01 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:05 p.m. – GREEN.
2:30 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch.
2:33 p.m. – GREEN.
***
On May 11, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway will celebrate “Ethanol Day” with a
variety of activities surrounding the day’s practice sessions.
Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman is scheduled to attend “Ethanol Day” at the
Speedway to gain a “close-up” view of the racing machines running on an ethanolblended fuel. Bodman will be a special guest of the Rahal Letterman Racing Team
Ethanol operation, the Indy Racing League and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on
May 11.
Among the activities involving Secretary Bodman on May 11 include his serving as an
honorary pit crew member on the Team Ethanol car driven by Jeff Simmons, receiving a

two-seater IndyCar ride from the Indy Racing Experience, holding a press conference at
the trackside media room to discuss ethanol in racing and the future of renewable fuels in
this country, participating in a tour of the Team Ethanol garage area (led by team owner
Bobby Rahal) as well as the Speedway Museum and a meeting with the EPIC (Ethanol
Promotion and Information Council) executives.
***
The Michael Andretti Foundation began auctioning off a VIP race package on eBay May
8. As an honorary guest of Michael Andretti and Andretti Green Racing, the winning
bidder and a guest will attend a weekend at Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the 90th
running of the Indianapolis 500 on Sunday, May 28.
The winner will get an insider's look at race weekend activities and preparations with
AGR. They'll receive three nights lodging, the opportunity to meet Michael Andretti and
several of the Andretti Green Racing drivers. The winner will participate as an honorary
crew member for Michael Andretti during final practice on Carb Day and be in Michael
Andretti's pits during the running of the Indy 500. The package also includes a private
tour of the race cars and a VIP invite to the invitation-only Andretti Green Racing team
party.
Race day activities include breakfast with the team and sponsors and enjoying all the
excitement of pre-race activities. Once the race starts, the winner can stay in the pits and
see all the behind-the-wall racing action up close and personal. This access is only
available to IndyCar team personnel and to those with special permission – access that
makes this package truly unique and priceless.
All proceeds from the package will benefit the Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation. "I'm
excited about being able to put a package like this together," Michael Andretti said. “We
hope to raise a good amount of money with the auction and are very excited to be able to
pass it along to the Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation. I'm a big supporter of Sam and all
the effort he has put toward this cause over the years."
The VIP Package will be auctioned on eBay until May 15. The package is available by
visiting www.ebay.com or directly at:
http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=8808298025
***
Two drivers entered in the Indianapolis 500 competed at the U.S. Sports Car Invitational
at Laguna Seca Raceway on May 7.

Scott Sharp finished 25th overall and 21st in the Daytona Prototype Class. Sharp co-drove
the entry with his father-in-law Greg Pickett.
Eddie Cheever, who co-drove his team’s car with Christian Fittipaldi, finished 43rd.
***
3:10 p.m. – #18 Medeiros has passed Phase #3 of ROP.
3:11 p.m. – #90 Bell has completed his refresher test.
3:12 p.m. – #61 Luyendyk has completed his refresher test.
3:13 p.m. – #90 Bell records lap of 221.381 mph, fastest of the day and month, so far.
3:18 p.m. -- #18 Medeiros has completed Phase #4 of ROP.
***
IRL officials have announced that all drivers entered in the Indianapolis 500 are eligible
to practice during the Month of May.
***
Each Indianapolis 500 entrant will receive a new Honda Indy V-8 engine for first day of
practice on May 9. Teams must use that engine through practice and qualifying. All
qualified cars will receive a new engine for Carb Day for use in the race. IndyCar Series
regulars must use the same engine for the event at Watkins Glen.
GEORGE KLOTZ (Team manager and race strategist, #7 XM Satellite Radio
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Honda has always given us the very best engines, and we
can count on that the entire month of May. The engines they are providing for practice
can be used for more than 1,000 miles, so the lack of another engine doesn't affect how
many miles we run in practice. You will always have an engine in the car when you need
one, and we will not be limited too much. We will have to be slightly more efficient with
the work we do, but we are confident we'll get in all the practice that's needed."
BARRY WANSER, (Team manager, Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “(It) makes it
more of a challenge, and you’re limited to 1,200 miles on the first motor. We did more
than that last year with Scott (Dixon), especially when you start doing full-tank running
the second week. It will be a challenge to make the most of it. It’s the same for
everybody, but you have to be careful with your track management and time to get the

most out it. The first week is all about getting the pole. You could throw in some fulltank running in the mix of doing qualifying sims. It definitely will be interesting for
everybody.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 starter Willy T. Ribbs visited the Speedway today. Ribbs
became the first African-American to start the Indianapolis 500 in 1991.
WILLY T. RIBBS: “I haven’t been here since 2001. I was down in Lawrenceburg, Ind.,
shooting in a tournament. I shoot shotguns for a living now and Tony George came in (to
the tournament) on Friday. We talked and he said to come on up.” (How does it feel to be
back here?) “What happened here in 1991 was probably the most important career
happening for me, and it’s certainly changed in its growth. It’s a huge complex now, with
Formula One being here, and IndyCar, it’s an unbelievable. And when you look at Turn
1, it brings back all the memories.” (And desire at all to get back in a car?): “Oh, no, no,
I’m having a great career and my new race car is a Perazzi 12 gauge.” (How did you get
involved in tournament shooting?): “I used to shoot guns as a hobby as a kid, and I’d hunt
birds with my grandpa, but I shot skeet and traps for fun in the (racing) off-season. Once
I quit racing I started taking it real serious and traveling all over the country to
tournaments. This is full time, every week all over the U.S., or Russia, England, wherever
a big tournament is happening. I compete with the NSCA – National Sporting Clays
Association.”
***
4:01 p.m. – Marco Andretti now turning laps in the #1 car normally driven by his father,
Michael Andretti.
***
With Indiana’s switch to Eastern Daylight Time and a recent move to the noon start, the
nuances of the racetrack (temperature, shadows) will be altered. Goodbye “Happy Hour,”
that 5-6 p.m. period when drivers played “top that” to be the fastest of the day, and hello
midday binge.
KYLE MOYER (General manager, Andretti Green Racing): “That makes a big
difference. The biggest thing we’re looking at is track change for the race, because now
we’re an hour later for the race too (1 p.m. EDT). The second biggest impact will be on
qualifying. Before, you hated to be an early number. Now all of a sudden you want to
draw in the top 10, especially the way it’s going to be a shootout. I don’t think it’s going
to be a 5 o’clock shootout. Now you’re just going to run all day long, and if you’re not in

the top 11 you go right back in line . If you’re in the top nine you’re going to put yourself
back in line. You’re not going to say to yourself, ‘Hey, we’ll wait until 5 o’clock and be
faster,’ because I don’t think you will. In practice, we try not to run in Happy Hour
anyway. We’ll probably run later in the day because it makes more sense since it’s
similar to race time. For us, we’ll get a full six hours of work. I think the biggest thing is
you’ll see a lot more cars out at noon every day instead of waiting around for 5 o’clock.”
STEVE RAGAN (Chief mechanic, Panther Racing): “Some people like to go out there
and set a good time, to other teams that doesn’t mean anything. You want to get out at the
best time that benefits your running, and that’s important now with the mileage. You
have 1,200 miles on your engine, and I think that will change that “Happy Hour” running
a lot. Really, what does that do? There’s no more Happy Hour. The sun is different.
That’s going to shift everyone’s approach. Wind, shadows and all the changes. You’re
just going to have to look at how everyone approaches it the first couple of days.”
***
5 p.m. – CHECKERED.

FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Car
90
1
1
26
91
31
41
18
61

Name
Townsend Bell
Michael Andretti
Marco Andretti
Marco Andretti
P.J. Chesson
Al Unser Jr.
Larry Foyt
Thiago Medeiros
Arie Luyendyk Jr.

C/E/T
D/H/F
D/H/F
D/H/F
P/H/F
D/H/F
D/H/F
D/H/F
P/H/F
P/H/F

Speed
221.381 mph
221.324 mph
221.267 mph
220.709 mph
219.745 mph
218.820 mph
215.761 mph
214.690 mph
214.562 mph

***
A total of 35 cars are currently at the Speedway. Twenty eight have passed technical
inspection. Eight drivers have been on the track to date and have turned 640 laps this
month. A total of 73 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical
Center. There were three cautions for a total of 12 minutes.
***

POST PRACTICE QUOTES:

THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): "It was very
good. We went out at noon for the first two phases. When we started picking up speed,
we started bumping the ground, so we brought it back in and adjusted the ride-height. We
went back out and completed the next two phases. We also did a few more laps - 214
mph on the last one. We just didn't have any more tires or miles to run, otherwise I think
we could have gone even quicker today. I feel very comfortable, and we have a lot of
time to get up to speed this month. We're pretty much running race setup right now to get
me comfortable. I have a lot of time during the month. It feels great, especially to be here
with PDM, the team that I am doing the Silver Crown series with this year. It's a great
opportunity. It came up a little bit late, kind of a last-minute deal. But, I'm very glad to be
with PDM because we already know each other. We've tested together in the Silver
Crown, and now we'll get to know each other much better. The guys already have
confidence in me. We already did some pit stop simulations. That will be very important
as well in a 500-mile race. It's great to be with Paul (Diatlovich) and PDM."

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 1 Jim Beam/Vonage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (About
Marco driving his No. 1 Andretti Green Racing car this afternoon): “I knew I had a really
good race car and he wasn’t real comfortable in his, so I thought it was a great
opportunity for him to feel exactly what it should feel like, and I think it was a really
good exercise for him.” (With your return, are you getting closer to where you want to be
for the Pole chase?): “We’re not there yet. We’re really just working on the comfort of
the car right now. We haven’t focused too much on speed yet. We’re going to have to
pick up another 3 or 4 mph if we want to be a factor for the pole, so we’ll see.” (There’s a
threat of rain later in the week, so these two days have been very valuable): “It helps me a
lot to get back up to speed, and I really appreciate the IRL doing that for me because it’s
been three years. Just trying to get myself back up to understanding what the cars are like
so it’s been good for me.”

LARRY FOYT (No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): ““I kind of had a
speed in my head of what I wanted to be at, and my dad (A.J. Foyt) kept saying not to
worry about speed. It isn’t about speed it’s about you getting back in the car.” (A.J. Foyt,
in the background, said, “The goal today was to roll it back in the garage in one piece.”)
“Well, I did something right. Today was good, because I feel like I was right back where
I was (last year) so, it’s just good to be back in the car and comfortable. For me, my

rookie year I drove a Panoz, last year I drove a Dallara and now I’m back in a Panoz so
getting that feel again was something too, and we made some setup changes and
everything we did went the right way so I’m glad the communication between my dad
and I was good. There are some guys that have been running here for two days and we’re
not that far off of them, so I know with a little more time we’ll be right with them.” (Are
you surprised with your speed today?): “No, I wanted to be a little bit quicker, I’m not
going to lie. I guess you always do, but I hoped to run about (2)18 or (2)19 mph, but
these cars are awesome, the Honda engines are awesome, and Firestone tires, so I’m just
looking forward to a good month.”

ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It feels
great, I mean yesterday we had a lot of issues with the car. We have those sorted out. We
tried to get the rookie refresher over with and learn some things, and basically we've
learned that we have a car that has a little too much understeer right now. So we just tried
to fix that, but something broke in the gearbox so we didn't get to go out again. I'm happy
with my 214.5 (mph) lap. It's not that quick, but I was flat all the way around and I was
comfortable in the car, so that's the important part. We can always work on the speed.
Hopefully we can run tomorrow. We still have some miles on the engine. So maybe
they'll let us run tomorrow even though we're a second weekend qualifier.”

TOWNSEND BELL (No. 90 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “"Most of the
IRL races I've done have been a lot of high-banked ovals, and so the steering inputs and
all of that are very light and the car kind of arcs itself into the corner. What's really cool
about this place is you really are driving it into the corner, and it's nice as a driver
because you always want to have more control of the situation, and I think here you do.
It's awfully quick still, and it definitely opens your eyes at first. And it takes pretty good
commitment to get it all right, but I like that. It's like a really fast road course in some
ways. I think it's one of the, really the nicest oval I've been to and the fastest.” (About the
performance of his car): “I think you have to measure yourself against the car and not so
much the speed, and in this case because the car started with such a good baseline setup. I
just kind of went into it. If 210 was what the car was going to do, then I'll take it there. If
we could go faster, we did, so I felt really comfortable. We'll try to make the car go
faster. I guess this week really sort of builds toward the qualifying weekend and at the
same you're learning things that apply to the race. I think today we were testing things
that will deliver on both fronts. Again, I've got a lot to learn so, I mean, to talk about the
month, I don't really know what I'm talking about. I've got to go through it first.”

MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 NYSE Group Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “For most of
the day, my car struggled to pick up front grip. Toward the end of the day, it was either
trim my car out on fresh tires, or drive what Dad said was a very comfortable car. That
one run I just did in the No. 1 (Michael’s car) was just huge for me, and the thing, the big
thing that I can stress enough, is that now I know what a good car feels like.”

P.J. CHESSON (No. 91 Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
“The guys on the team have been working 15-hour days. I am tired after 4 p.m.. I don't
know how the hell they do it. I had every driver coach, (Al) Unser (Sr.), (Johnny)
Rutherford, (IRL President Brian) Barnhart, (IRL Vice President for League
Development John) Lewis, everybody coming down talking to me, giving me pointers
and telling me that we were doing a good job. I had tremendous conversations with all of
them, and it's all been very positive. There are reference points and the wind. A lot of
things that change here. Just getting my sights right and getting my marks right, figuring
out the proper line and where I need to be and then getting the car where I can drive it,
it’s all part of the game, and I think that we have done pretty well. It's leaps and bounds
for our team."
(More)
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AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 A1 TEAM USA Geico Dreyer & Reinbold Dallara/Honda/
Firestone): “It's a great team that I am with. I am really looking forward to working with
Buddy Lazier my teammate. Getting in the car yesterday after 18-20 months was just
fantastic. I loved it. I loved the power that Honda was putting out. I feel really good
mentally and physically. I just want to say that it is a different day from when my dad and
Uncle Bobby were winning this thing. The playing field today is much more level than it
was in 1987 when my dad won his last. There were different carmakers, engines and
everything. Today, it's really the engineers that are telling the drivers how to drive the
car, not the other way around, like it used to be. Anything can happen in the Indy 500,
that's why we are here." (About his comeback): “It was the middle of June in 2004 that I
was sitting up here and saying I was retiring from the single seat open-wheel car. I
finished out the season as a spotter for Pat Patrick, so I went to all the races. After that
last race, (that season) I said I wasn't going to a race in '05. I told myself I wasn't going to
go and I didn't. Then the month of May rolled around and I started watching ESPN. I was

watching practice and qualifying, watching the classics replayed. And I just started
missing it. That built into the summer. I found myself watching the IRL races and yelling
at the TV. I was yelling more and more at the TV so, come September, October, Gina,
my wife, said, ‘Get in a car!’ Really that's all it took."

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
9 a.m.
Noon

Noon-6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Ceremonial lap with six former winners competing in the 90th
Indianapolis 500: Helio Castroneves, Eddie Cheever Jr., Buddy
Lazier, Buddy Rice, Al Unser Jr., Dan Wheldon
IndyCar Series Practice
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
Noon
Ceremonial lap with six former winners competing in the 90th
Indianapolis 500: Helio Castroneves, Eddie Cheever Jr., Buddy Lazier,
Buddy Rice, Al Unser Jr., Dan Wheldon
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
***
On this date in 1978, PPG Industries announces that all 33 starters and pace car driver
Chuck Yeager will receive a gold ring with a green stone signifying the starting flag and their
participation in the Indianapolis 500.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with the “Greatest Spectacle of Racing” will give their favorite 500 memories. Here’s
today’s memory.
ED CARPENTER (Driver, Vision Racing): “I don’t remember the years it happened,
but I remember the year when Juan Pablo Montoya won (2000). Buddy (Lazier) was quicker than
him and would run him down, but when he would come into the pits, Juan would beat him big
time. Buddy would run him back down. That was a pretty cool race to watch. I also remember the
year that Emmo (Emerson Fittipaldi) put Little Al (Unser Jr.) in the wall (1989). I was mad about
that.”
***
Did you know?: Sixteen (16) brother combinations have started the Indianapolis 500,
including Buddy and Jaques Lazier, who are entered in this year’s 500. Only two (2) brother
combinations have led the Indianapolis 500, Louis and Gaston Chevrolet and Al and Bobby
Unser.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented on May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $7,500 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 12 and May 19.
***
Firestone produced nearly 5,000 Firehawk racing radials for use throughout the month of
May. All were built at the Firestone Technical Center in Akron, Ohio. At the direction of IRL
officials, each entry competing all month will receive 35 sets of Firehawks (140 total tires), to be
used at the team's discretion throughout the practice, qualifying and race sessions. The tire
selected for Indianapolis in 2006 features a new compound formula to deliver even better grip
and wear. The same specification was successfully utilized in April at the Indy Open Test and the
Indy Japan 300 at Twin Ring Motegi.

(More)
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Helio Castroneves is the hottest driver in the IRL IndyCar® Series, but if past records are
any indication, the Indianapolis 500 may be a struggle for the series points leader.
Castroneves won for the second consecutive time when he claimed the Indy Japan 300 on
April 22, but the series points leader has finished in the top 10 at Indianapolis only three times in
the previous 10 IndyCar Series races at the Brickyard.
Dan Wheldon, who has led the points entering the last two 500s, is one of the two points
leaders to finish in the top 10, finishing third in 2004 and winning in 2005. Still, the average
finishing position for the points leader entering the race at Indianapolis is only 15th.
However, he could take some solace should he fail to win the Greatest Spectacle in
Racing. The IndyCar Series points leader entering Indianapolis has gone on to win the IndyCar
Series championship five times in the last 10 seasons.
Here is a listing of the previous points leaders and their finish at the Indianapolis 500:

Year
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

Points
Leader
Buzz Calkins
Mike Groff
Tony Stewart
Scott Goodyear
Buddy Lazier
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.
Scott Sharp
Dan Wheldon
Dan Wheldon
Helio Castroneves

Indianapolis
500 Finish
17th
12th
33rd
27th
2nd
14th
25th
20th
3rd
1st
??
***

PRACTICE REPORT:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 67 degrees with a relative humidity of 61 percent
and winds from the south-southeast at 13 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 100
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
12:07 p.m. – Four-time Indianapolis 500 winner Rick Mears waved the green flag to start
ceremonial lap involving the six former winners entered in the event, Dan Wheldon, Buddy Rice,
Helio Castroneves, Eddie Cheever, Buddy Lazier and Al Unser Jr.
12:14 p.m. – GREEN. #55 Matsuura and #10 Wheldon are first on track.
12:25 p.m. – YELLOW. #27 Franchitti brushes the wall in the short chute between
Turns 3 and 4. Car continues to the pit lane with light damage to the right side.
12:29 p.m. – GREEN.
12:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
1:01 p.m. – GREEN.
1:21 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
1:23 p.m. – GREEN.
(More)
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1:43 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in the short chute between Turns 3 and 4.
1:47 p.m. – GREEN.
***
At 2 p.m., the ambient temperature was 71 degrees with a relative humidity of 51 percent
and winds from the south-southeast at 12 mph, gusting to 17 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track
temperature was 106 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
New England Patriots linebacker Rosevelt Colvin, a native of Indianapolis, visited the
Speedway today. Colvin, a graduate of Broad Ripple High School and a former Purdue
Boilermaker, rode in an Indy Racing Experience 2-seater this morning after being honored by
Broad Ripple High School as its alumnus of the year.
ROSEVELT COLVIN: “That’s nothing compared to a fullback. I can smash a fullback.
I can’t take too many laps (around the track). It was a great experience. I’m honored they invited
me out. I had a great time at the high school this morning and this caps off the day.” (Do you
think you could drive an IndyCar Series car?): “I do. I used to have a motorcycle that went 130
mph. It had a motorcycle sensation, but these guys really have to take care of themselves so they
can avoid accidents and go as fast as they do. We went 178 mph. I’ve never been that fast. Maybe
in a plane, but not on a vehicle on the ground.”
***
Don’t count out a driver who is coming into the Indianapolis 500 off a poor finish in the
previous event. Three of the previous 10 Indianapolis 500 winners finished 20th or worse in their
last race before Indianapolis, while another three did not race in the event prior to the 500.
Here is a listing of the Indianapolis 500 winners and their finish in the race prior to the
Indianapolis 500:
Year
1996

Winner
Buddy Lazier

Previous race
Did not start and credited with 24th after practice
accident at Phoenix
1997
Arie Luyendyk
Finished 22nd at Phoenix (Mechanical)
1998
Eddie Cheever
Finished 10th at Phoenix
1999
Kenny Brack
Finished 24th at Phoenix (Accident)
2000
Juan Pablo Montoya
Did not race (CART driver)
2001
Helio Castroneves
Did not race (CART driver); Finished 18th at Phoenix in
IndyCar Series season opener.
2002
Helio Castroneves
Finished 5th at Nazareth
2003
Gil de Ferran
Did not race at Motegi; Finished 14th at Phoenix
(Accident)
2004
Buddy Rice
Finished 6th at Motegi
2005
Dan Wheldon
Won at Motegi
***
Marlboro Team Penske is currently moving the engines from #3T Castroneves and #6T
Hornish to the primary cars.
(More)
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Danica Patrick will be available for interviews outside the Rahal Letterman Racing
garage at 6:30 p.m.
***
Selected quotes from today’s opening ceremony:
RICK MEARS (With all you have accomplished here, is it a thrill for you to wave
the green flag today?): “Absolutely, there’s no place like this place and it’s always a thrill to
come back here. It’s exciting to be a part of it and to come out here and help out he guys.” (With
the weather coming in the next few days, what do teams need to do to get prepared for
Saturday?): “I think as far as the weather goes, it’s nothing to get too excited about. We’re better
off not to try to get too excited about it; there’s plenty of time here. The rules are the same as last
year so everybody knows what they have. It’s just a matter of fine-tuning, so I think we keep our
heads screwed on straight. If we get a little weather, we get a little weather, and that’s the way it
is. We work on it the next day.” (Obviously you’re a competitor, and while you don’t want to
race competitively here, does seeing these former winners make you want to just take a few laps
in a car?): “On one hand it does, it gets the blood pumping and you get excited about it, but on the
other hand I know I wouldn’t be able to run a couple laps the way I want to run it, so in that
respect I don’t have the urge to get in. But obviously, if somebody said they don’t miss it, then
they’d be lying.”
TOM CARNEGIE (In 1946, on that first day of practice you were a new guy at the
Speedway, so how does it feel 61 “500s” later to be here when the veterans get on track?): “I
wouldn’t have known what to do 61 years ago, but this year I do. But this is the richest I’ve seen
opening day for veterans in a long time, when you’re able to introduce six former winners, and
I’m very excited about it.”
***
This year marks the 20th anniversary of Bobby Rahal’s Indianapolis 500 victory as a
driver. Rahal has entered cars for 2004 Indianapolis 500 winner Buddy Rice, Danica Patrick and
Jeff Simmons this year.
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing): “It doesn’t seem like it has
been 20-years until I look in the mirror. I remember it like yesterday. The biggest thing I
remember was the joy of helping Jim Trueman realize a lifelong dream. Because of Jim’s illness
and because the race was delayed a week, there was never really time to savor the victory. It was
an incredibly emotional time for everyone at TrueSports and the Trueman family. I didn’t fully
understand at the time how winning the Indianapolis 500 changes your life. Ever since that
victory I have been introduced as an Indy 500 winner. It becomes a defining moment of your
life.”
***
3:30 p.m. – #6 Hornish has returned to the track in his primary car.
***
At 3:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 75 degrees with a relative humidity of 47
percent and winds from the southeast at 10 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was
106 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
(More)
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3:46 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #51 Cheever, who is stopped on course in Turn 3.
3:59 p.m. – GREEN.
***
XM Satellite Radio announced it will carry the IMS Radio Network’s broadcast of
qualifying for the Indianapolis 500 on channel 145, “IndyCar Racing.” The satellite radio
network will air the IMS Radio Network’s qualifying shows on each of the four qualifying days,
May 13-14 and 20-21.
The XM Satellite Radio schedule for the Month of May:
MAY 13
11 a.m. – noon
Noon – 2 p.m.
5-6 p.m.

Indy Live (Delayed from May 11)
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Qualifying (Live)
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Qualifying (Live)

MAY 14
Noon – 1 p.m.
5-6 p.m.

Second Day Qualifying (Live)
Second Day Qualifying (Live)

MAY 20
11 a.m. – noon
Noon – 2 p.m.
5-6 p.m.

Indy Live (Delayed from May 18)
Third Day Qualifying (Live)
Third Day Qualifying (Live)

MAY 21
Noon – 2 p.m.
5-6 p.m.

Bump Day Qualifying (Live)
Bump Day Qualifying (Live)
***
4:48 p.m. – YELLOW. Light rain reported over Speedway.
5:10 p.m. – CHECKERED. Rain has brought an early end to practice.
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
C/E/T
Speed
1
6T
Sam Hornish Jr.
D/H/F
224.881 mph
2
3T
Helio Castroneves
D/H/F
224.106 mph
3
10
Dan Wheldon
D/H/F
223.916 mph
4
9
Scott Dixon
D/H/F
223.797 mph
5
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
D/H/F
223.717 mph
6
3
Helio Castroneves
D/H/F
223.388 mph
7
2
Tomas Scheckter
D/H/F
223.183 mph
8
15
Buddy Rice
P/H/F
222.762 mph
9
8
Scott Sharp
D/H/F
222.752 mph
10
90
Townsend Bell
D/H/F
222.545 mph
(More)

DAY 3 – Tuesday, May 9, 2006
Page 6
A total of 35 cars are at the Speedway. Thirty have passed technical inspection. Twentynine drivers have been on the track to date and turned 989 laps today and 1,643 laps this month.
A total of 74 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical Center. There
were seven cautions today for a total of 52 minutes.
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fastest driver of the day): “It was a pretty good run. We wanted to make sure we got out with
both cars today because we knew that there is a possibility that it might rain later on in the
afternoon. And the forecast doesn't look that good for the rest of the week. We wanted to make
sure we had a good feeling on both of the cars, and that's all it took with the T car to run that fast.
When we got back out with the primary car, we couldn't quite get to that speed, but to have both
the cars in the top five and Helio and I 1-2, that's a pretty good day. It's early yet, so we'll just go
out there and try and keep our patience, move forward in the right direction and hopefully we'll
put Marlboro Team Penske cars on the front row for this year's ‘500.’" (About the expected pole
speed): "I think somewhere in the 228.5 to 229 would probably be pretty good, maybe a little bit
quicker than that. It depends on the weather conditions. If we have a nice 70-degree day and no
wind, it might be quicker than that.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
second-fastest driver): “Everybody is really focused, really working together. Today we showed
that good combination. Both cars were fast. I think a lot of people are going to work to continue
to go fast. We feel really comfortable, not only today, but also three weeks ago when we tested
here. Right now, it's just a matter of getting your rhythm back, getting yourself comfortable,
which so far we are, and continue doing a good job." (About how much more speed to expect):
"We expect obviously to go much faster, but obviously it's all about the weather, the condition of
the track. For example, the T car seemed to be faster than the primary car. Well, why? Obviously,
the track changed, cooled down. A lot of things evolve. That's the thing about Indianapolis, it's
always changing. So far, we've got a good baseline, but we expect to go faster." (About the plan
to use the T car and the primary car): "That was the plan for both groups, myself and Sam. It's
just a matter of making sure we prepare as much as we can. Hopefully, we won't need to use it,
but at least we did a shakedown, the T car is ready, and now we can work on the primary car."
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
third-fastest driver): “Right from the start of the day, the No. 10 Target Honda was really fast.
I’m really happy with the team’s preparations in getting this month going on the right foot.
They’ve given me a fantastic car that’s really balanced and fast. We got everything done today
that we wanted to, and as a result we have a really good baseline to work with. Now it’s going to
be a cat-and-mouse game with the weather leading up to qualifying but given the results today, I
definitely feel pretty confident as we prepare for Pole Day.”
(More)
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SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fourth-fastest driver): “To be honest, it was a little rough going early on, and I felt like there
was a lot of room for improvement even if the No. 9 Target Honda seemed pretty quick. The team
made some big changes this afternoon to the car, and then it started to feel pretty decent. But then
the rain came so we didn’t get to run on it quite as much as I would have liked. I think what today
reinforced was that our main competition will once again be the two Penske cars. That certainly
sets the tone for the next few days.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 2 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, fifth-fastest
driver): “The day was OK. The car went out and was pretty quick, but it got a little bit windy at
the end, so I think like everybody, we set our quickest times early on. We had a bit of a problem
with fuel, and we had to change engines, so the guys did a good job today of getting me back out
there.”
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone, seventh-fastest driver): “It
was a good day for us. We weren’t too worried at all about trying to go fast today. It was all about
trying to work on the basic race car. We ran a decent amount of fuel all day long and just tried to
really work on the basics not knowing what the weather is going to do. JD (John Dick, race
engineer) and the Delphi guys made some really great changes, and I think we learned some
things that made the car better. That is really what you hope for on the first day. This gives us a
great starting point for tomorrow or whenever we end up running (due to the weather forecast).”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 90 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, eighth-fastest
driver): “Today was a good day, and I felt more comfortable than yesterday. It was nice to have a
night to just sleep on everything, and it was nice to have my two teammates out there today to
bounce around some ideas and try different things. We are maximizing the benefit of a three-car
team, and that’s always nice. So overall, I’m very happy, and we are going to keep chipping
away.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 10th-fastest
driver): “The whole team got off to a good start. Outside of the Penske T-cars, the whole team is
in the top 10, so that’s good. I went out on the track and I didn’t really get in quite as many laps
as I would have liked to, but we got off to a good start and the whole team looked strong, so
hopefully we can just keep this going over the next several days.” (About gaining more speed):
“The speeds we ran today were basically representative of how we unloaded them. When we
tested here we developed this car, and this is just a starting point. We definitely have more speed,
and now everyone is going to start pulling out their tricks in preparation for Saturday, Pole Day,
so it is going to be a fight for that top 11 on Saturday.”

(More)
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WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starter: Billiards star Jeanette Lee, the “Black Widow”
IndyCar Series Practice
Track Closes
*** END DAY 3 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starter: Billiards star Jeanette Lee, the “Black Widow”
IndyCar Series Practice

***
On this date in 1975, A.J. Foyt puts his Coyote/Foyt on the pole for the 59th Indianapolis
500 at a speed of 193.976. Bobby Unser broke up the much anticipated all-red front row of A.J.
Foyt, Gordon Johncock, and Wally Dallenbach when he qualified third at 191.073 mph.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with the “Greatest Spectacle of Racing” will give their favorite 500 memories. Here’s
today’s memory.
DENNIS REINBOLD (Co-owner, Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): "My dad took me to
the race in 1970. Al Unser won the race in the Johnny Lightning car and I remember getting my
first glimpse of the car going by in Turn 1 near the snake pit area. At the time, I was too young to
know what was going on there. We walked around the infield and I had a little spot in the fence
where I could sneak my head in and watch them go by. That still sticks out, and I'll never forget
hanging on the fence and looking out there at the track when I was a little kid."
***
Did you know?: The Indianapolis 500 has had winners from 20 states and 9

countries. The state with the most Indianapolis 500 victories is Indiana with seven (7).
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented on May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $7,500 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 12 and May 19.
***
Sam Schmidt Motorsports and four-time Indianapolis 500 competitor Airton Daré are
returning to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to compete together in the 2006 Indianapolis 500Mile Race. Daré, a 28-year-old native of Bauru, Brazil, will drive the No. 88 OCTANE
Motors/Sanitec/SSM Panoz/Honda/Firestone for Sam Schmidt Motorsports.
SAM SCHMIDT (Owner, Sam Schmidt Motorsports): “We’re thrilled to be able to
put this deal together and return to the Indianapolis 500. Sixty days ago, we didn’t think we had a
shot, but once again we’ve been able to pull things together. We feel very fortunate to have a
driver of Airton’s caliber. Not only has he won an IndyCar Series race in the past, but he’s also
had a top-10 finish here at Indianapolis. We’ve got a lot of work ahead of us, but we’re looking
forward to it.”
AIRTON DARE (No. 88 OCTANE Motors/Sanitec/SSM Panoz/Honda/Firestone):
“For me, it’s a dream come true to be back. When I had that accident in 2003 driving A.J. Foyt’s
car and I went back to Brazil to drive stock cars, I thought I’d never come back here. I went to the
Homestead (IndyCar Series) race this year to see some guys, and then we started to try to put
together a deal to come to Indy, and with everybody having the same (Honda) motors that was a
plus for us, it makes it more interesting.”
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At noon, the ambient temperature was 72 degrees with a relative humidity of 75 percent
and calm winds. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 82 degrees, according to Firestone
engineers.
***
Noon – GREEN. Billiards star Jeanette Lee, the “Black Widow,” waved the green flag.
#55 Matsuura was first car on track.
12:03 p.m. – YELLOW. #17 Simmons does a quarter spin to the left then corrects and
makes light contact with the inside retaining wall on the exit of Turn 1. There is light damage to
the nose cone and left front wing of #17 Simmons.
***
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol Panoz/Honda/
Firestone): “I guess I just lost it coming out of Turn 1. I was just getting up to speed and I had
just run a 219 (mph) lap. I was starting to get comfortable in the car and gain more speed. I was
trying to build up speed and go quicker each lap. It was fine until I got in the corner and started to
release the car. Then I felt a twitch and then the rear end started to come around. When it started
to slide, I thought I might get away with it and not hit the wall. Then a rear tire went flat, and as I
tried to straighten the car up, I got the front end into the wall. It clipped the nose and banged it up
pretty well. The crew is getting the car back ready to go. I’m OK physically. Obviously, mentally
I’m pretty upset. I hope we can get out there again before the rain comes today.”
***
12:12 p.m. – GREEN.
12:18 p.m. – YELLOW. Power failure reported in Pagoda area.
12:32 p.m. – GREEN.
12:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 3.
12:50 p.m. – GREEN.
1:15 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture reported in south end of the Speedway.
***
Today is Helio Castroneves’ 31st birthday. Castroneves is one of three drivers celebrating
birthdays in the Month of May. Andretti Green Racing’s Dario Franchitti turns 33 on May 19th.
His teammate Bryan Herta turns 36 on May 23.
***
1:52 p.m. – GREEN. #17 Simmons returns to the track after crew has repaired car
damaged in accident this morning.
***
At 2 p.m., the ambient temperature was 62 degrees with a relative humidity of 83 percent
and winds from the south-southeast at 10 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 82
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Indy Pro Series™ driver Mishael Abbott, who is scheduled to compete in the Freedom
100 on May 26, will pull “double-duty” this Month of May. In addition to her driving duties with
Michael Crawford Motorsports, Abbott also will serve as a spotter for Playa Del Racing driver
Jaques Lazier for the second consecutive Indianapolis 500.
(More)

DAY 4 – Wednesday, May 10, 2006
Page 3
2:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain reported over the Speedway.
2:30 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Jeanette Lee, a professional billiards player known as “The Black Widow,” played a
match against two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Helio Castroneves. Lee, who formerly ranked
No. 1 in the world and has won 17 Women’s Professional Billiards Association titles, is an
Indianapolis resident. She also waved the green flag to start today’s practice.
JEANETTE LEE: (About being the honorary starter): “It was real exciting, having the
aluminum platform underneath me shaking and trembling every time a car went by. It was an
exciting feeling and quite an honor to be asked to do it. I'm loving it, I'm loving being out here
with all of this." (About playing Helio Castroneves): “I loved playing Helio. He has such a
positive way about him. He is very free-spirited and always ready to take on a new challenge, so I
gave him a challenge."
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
(About match with Jeanette Lee): “It was an honor to play pool with one of the best players in the
world this morning. I was way out of my league! On her first shot, she sunk three balls, so I knew
I was in trouble. Jeanette is an amazing player, and I couldn’t believe how easy she made those
tough shots look. I’m not the best pool player in the world, and the pointers she gave me while
playing were most appreciated. I had a lot of fun, and of course, the highlight of our meeting was
that she led everyone in a chorus of “Happy Birthday” for me. She also signed one of her gloves
and a cue ball and gave them to me as a birthday present.”
***
2:55 p.m. – #6 Hornish records lap of 226.056 mph, fastest of the day and the Month of
May.
***
Indy Pro Series drivers Mishael Abbott and Geoff Dodge are providing reports from the
Indianapolis 500 each Wednesday throughout the month of May to newspapers where they have
connections. Abbott, who will drive the No. 8 Michael Crawford Motorsports entry in the
Freedom 100, is reporting back to the Boca Raton (Fla.) News. Abbott is originally from Coral
Springs, Fla. Dodge will be providing firsthand reports to the Des Moines (Iowa) Register. Dodge
hails from Colorado Springs, Colo., but earned his Indy Pro Series ride by being the highestfinishing eligible rookie at last year's Knoxville (Iowa) Nationals. Dodge drives the No. 33 Brian
Stewart Racing entry.
***
3:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain reported over the Speedway.
3:57 p.m. – CHECKERED. Track officially closed due to rain.

(More)
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FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
1
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
2
10
Dan Wheldon
3
55
Kosuke Matsuura
4
11
Tony Kanaan
5
7
Bryan Herta
6
3
Helio Castroneves
7
8
Scott Sharp
8
9
Scott Dixon
9
27
Dario Franchitti
10
26
Marco Andretti

C/E/T
Speed
D/H/F
226.056 mph
D/H/F
225.638 mph
D/H/F
225.140 mph
D/H/F
224.500 mph
D/H/F
224.292 mph
D/H/F
224.258 mph
D/H/F
223.997 mph
D/H/F
223.830 mph
D/H/F
223.422 mph
D/H/F
223.291 mph
***
A total of 35 cars are at the Speedway. Thirty-one have passed technical inspection.
Twenty-nine drivers have been on the track to date and turned 952 laps today and 2,595 laps this
month. A total of 75 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical Center.
There were six cautions today for a total of 1 hour, 53 minutes.
***
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fastest driver of the day): "We got a lot more running in today than we thought we were going
to be able to. We thought that it would probably start raining right about the time we took the
track. And it was kind of nice actually when we went out. It was warmer, a little less overcast, so
we got a little bit of time with it that way. And then, it cooled off quite a bit, became more
overcast, and the wind picked up a little bit, so we got a little bit of testing in two different kind of
conditions today. That's really what you want to do, because when it comes time for Saturday, we
don't know exactly what the temperature will be or the weather conditions. The more times you
get the opportunity to get out in different conditions, the better off you're going to be." (About
whether or not he had a tow) "It's hard to tell. We were trying to go out and do four timed laps
consecutively. A car came out of the pits on the last of the timed laps in front of us. We got a little
bit of a tow down the back straightaway, but I think our second-best lap was still good enough to
put us here anyway. We're real happy about where we're at so far. Most everybody out there, I
tried to watch when I wasn't in the car where people were compared to what their times were, and
it looked like a lot of people got tows today. Yesterday, it seemed like everybody was kind of by
themselves. Today, a lot of people were running together, closer, and getting more tows. It was a
little bit different than yesterday." (About his emotions on being fastest two days in a row) "It's
pretty exciting, but we know that nothing really matters until race day, so we're going to try to
continue to go through the paces and not cross up our feet and fall down on our faces. We'll keep
working on it and hope that Saturday is good for us."

(More)
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DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
second-fastest driver): “Obviously, we were expecting the rain, so we had to utilize the track
time that we had as best as we possibly could. I definitely think that we improved the race car.
The rear end feels much more secure, which is good, and the car is comfortable. We're still just
working for a little bit more speed. I think we'll see how good this team is in a situation like this.
There's a lot of stuff you can do with the data we've got. We should be able to utilize it and make
some changes. I think Penske is perhaps a little better prepared than us right now, which is
because we've got the Dallaras and we're here for the first time, it's taking a little bit of time to
catch them. In qualifying trim, I think they're a little better than us right now, but we'll keep
working to try to catch them.”
KOSUKE MATSUURA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone, thirdfastest driver): “We struggled a little bit yesterday, but found the right direction today.
Yesterday, the car was inconsistent, but I am very confident to drive the car now. The last outing
was really good. I was able to go flat out for 25 laps on very old tires. We found the right
direction, and we will keep building from here and start working on our qualifying simulations.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, fourth-fastest
driver): “We made progress today regarding speed, but we're still looking to make the Team 7Eleven car more comfortable. The car is becoming a bit less stable. I would love to be better than
we are right now, but that's the way it is. We've got to work our way through it as a team and
that's what we'll do.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
sixth-fastest driver): "The run, it was good, we were expecting a little bit more, but this is
Indianapolis. Sometimes you're gonna go fast, sometimes you're gonna go slow, depending on the
wind, the traffic. It's so mixed, so right now we're just trying to make sure we're comfortable.
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone, seventh-fastest driver): “It
was good. We continue to work a way. For our team, being so new to the Dallara chassis, we'll
really take as much practice as we can get to learn the nuances of the car compared to the Panoz
we ran in the past. We really haven't gotten into the qualifying mode yet. We're continuing to just
work on our base package so we're pretty pleased with the results so far, and we'll see what
happens next. Everyone I think is trying to get the cars as good as they can. We just don't have
that much track record with the Dallara. We're in a good progress right now with a really solid
race car right now."

(More)
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SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
eighth-fastest driver): “We had a pretty productive day and definitely made some
improvements. We spent a little too much time on old tires at the start and got a little lost. By the
time we got back out on new tires, the track wasn’t quite as fast. We did a lot of running on our
own so we didn’t get the tow the others had to post their fastest time. I’m reasonably happy with
what we were able to accomplish before the rain came.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 2 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 11th-fastest
driver): “Today was good because we were able to try some different things and share more
information. Each day we keep getting better and learning more about the car, so I expect to keep
improving the rest of the week and be prepared for qualifying on Saturday."
***
Live streaming video of 90th Indianapolis 500 activity now is available on
indianapolismotorspeedway.com and indycar.com.
On-track action from practice will be available May 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 25. Pre-practice
festivities and post-practice driver press conferences also will be streamed live those days. Postqualifying driver press interviews will be streamed live on all four qualifying days, May 13, 14,
20, 21. Activity from American Family Insurance 500 Festival Community Day will be streamed
live on Wednesday, May 24.
Driver interviews also will be streamed after the Freedom 100 on Miller Lite Carb Day,
Friday, May 26. The Public Drivers’ Meeting on Saturday, May 27, also will be streamed live,
setting the stage for “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.” On Race Day, May 28, in-car cameras
from six different drivers will be streamed live throughout the race. Users can select which car’s
camera they wish to view at any time.
Streams will include footage from many angles around the track, the live Public Address
audio from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and many informative, entertaining features that are
displayed on the video boards at the Speedway. Other features included in the live streaming
video are a live chat room, live daily polls about race-related topics and a schedule of daily
events.
The stream will cost $1 per day except for Race Day, which will have a higher fee. But
fans can purchase a May Pass for $1 per day, including Race Day, by clicking on the live video
links at indianapolismotorspeedway.com or indycar.com. To view the live video streams, Internet
Explorer 6.0 or newer or Netscape 7.2 or newer must be used as the Web browser, with Javascript
enabled. Operating systems supported are Windows 98, Windows 2000 and Windows XP.The
live streaming video is the result of a partnership between the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and
WhiteBlox, a leading broadcast-network solutions provider based in Houston.
***
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starter: Dallas Clark, Indianapolis Colts tight end
IndyCar Series Practice
Track Closes
*** END DAY 4 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11:59 a.m.
Honorary Starter: Dallas Clark, Indianapolis Colts tight end
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1996, in the Indy Racing League’s first full season of competition, it is
announced that a minimum qualifying speed of 220 mph has been set for the 80th Indianapolis
500. This is the first year for such a rule since 1963 when the minimum speed was 135 mph.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle of Racing” will give their favorite 500 memories. Here’s
today’s memory.
ROBBIE BUHL (co-owner, Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “(In 1997,) I made the show
with A.J. Foyt. Earlier in the month, I had crashed a Sinden Racing car and the following day we
blew an engine. I got into A.J.'s car on Bump Day and put in four laps, and then I qualified it right
away because we knew the rain was coming. We were the last one's to get in the race that year
and we started 32nd. It was weird, because a day earlier I crashed a car and then I came to the
track Bump Day morning and blew an engine. We knew the rain was coming, and A.J. asked me
if I needed more time in the car before qualifying. I said, 'No, let's put some new stickers on it and
go.' On my last lap, it started to sprinkle between Turns 3-4 and we put it in the show."
***
Did you know?: The 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500 will be the first Indianapolis
500 where the full field will be fueled by ethanol, but this is not the first time that ethanol has
been used at the Speedway. At the 1927 race, a car driven by Leon Duray experimented with
ethyl (grain) alcohols, but it is not known if he used the fuel in the race. Art Sparks claimed in his
book that his team used ethanol in cars in 1937-39.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented on May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $7,500 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 12 and May 19.
Date
May 12

Driver
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
***
Today is “Ethanol Day” at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Secretary of Energy
Samuel Bodman is scheduled to visit the Speedway today as a special guest of the Rahal
Letterman Racing Team Ethanol operation, the Indy Racing League and the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway on May 11. Among the activities involving Secretary Bodman include a press
conference at the trackside media room to discuss ethanol in racing and the future of renewable
fuels in this country, participating in a tour of the Team Ethanol garage area (led by team owner
Bobby Rahal) as well as the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum and a meeting
with the EPIC (Ethanol Promotion and Information Council) executives.
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Rain began falling over the Indianapolis Motor Speedway shortly after 3:30 p.m. on May
10 and continued overnight. The start of practice has been delayed.
***
Dario Franchitti and Bryan Herta each have purchased an Xbox 360 since arriving in
Indianapolis. Both drivers spent the last few nights playing Fight Night Round 3, a boxing game
and a Project Gotham Racing 3, a street racing game against each other.
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club Dallara/Honda/
Firestone: “I bought it three days ago when I got here. It’s great. We play over the Internet from
our buses. I think it will stay on the bus. I’d get in trouble if I brought it into the house.”
***
1:54 p.m. – GREEN. No cars take to the track.
***
At 1:55 p.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with a relative humidity of 61
percent and winds from the west-southwest at 23 mph, gusting to 34 mph. Skies were cloudy. The
track temperature was 82 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
2:01 p.m. – #3T Castroneves is first car on track.
2:08 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
2:12 p.m. – GREEN.
***
2:30 p.m. – Tony Kanaan turning laps in #1 car, usually driven by Michael Andretti.
2:37 p.m. – #6 Hornish records lap of 226.789 mph, fastest of the day and the Month of
May.
2:41 p.m. – YELLOW. U.S. Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman taking a ride in twoseater with Davey Hamilton.
***
Quotes from U.S. Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman following his two-seater ride.
SAMUEL BODMAN (Secretary of Energy): “It was just terrific. The driver did a great
job of keeping me in one piece. It was just terrific. This is my first visit of the to the Speedway,
but I am from Illinois. I’ve been to Indianapolis but never to the Speedway. It’s fun to be here,
particularly on the occasion of Ethanol Day, and working on the ethanol program.” (About
IndyCar Series’ conversion to ethanol): “We’re very proud of that in the Energy Department. We
work on new processing techniques to produce more ethanol. We believe that it’s our near-term
solution to importing too much oil.”
***
2:47 p.m. – GREEN.
2:57 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 4.
2:59 p.m. – GREEN.
***
At 3 p.m., the ambient temperature was 60 degrees with a relative humidity of 45 percent
and winds from the southwest at 30 mph, gusting to 39 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track
temperature was 79 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
(More)
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3:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection
3:19 p.m. – GREEN.
3:20 p.m. – Kanaan now driving the #11 car.
3:22 p.m. – YELLOW. #15 Rice spins to the left and makes heavy contact with the
SAFER Barrier in Turn 2 with the right rear. There is heavy damage to the rear and right side of
the car. Rice climbs from the car without assistance from the Delphi IRL Safety Team.
3:47 p.m. – GREEN. #1 Michael Andretti and #14 Giaffone on track for first time today.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Senior Director of Medical Services: Buddy Rice has been checked and released from the
Clarian Medical Center. He has not been cleared to drive. Rice sustained contusions to both
knees, and his status will be re-evaluated Friday morning.
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent Panoz/Honda/
Firestone): “It's weird. It just took off. We weren't even into the turn yet when I lost it. This is
somewhat like last year, but we'll be OK. We just need to come back tomorrow and get cleared
by Dr. Bock. We'll get the backup out and start going to work. We have some work to do, but this
team is tough, and we'll be back."
***
4:13 p.m. – YELLOW. #25 Roth does a half-spin to the right in Turn 2 and continues on
track. There is no contact.
4:14 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Though rain has limited track time over the last three days, teams do not think it will
affect preparations for WorldPoints Visa Pole Qualifying for the 90th Indianapolis 500. Here are
the thoughts of some drivers and team managers:
STEVE DICKSON (Team manager, Rahal Letterman Racing): “I think obviously for
one it's the same for everybody, and I guess for what we're going to do we look at where we were
yesterday, look at where we need to be, and we're going to take whatever track time we get from
here on out before qualifying. It's going to be very critical to try to say, 'OK, here's the
improvements or here's the gains we need to make.' So, it certainly puts a little more pressure on
the time that becomes available."
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I think after you've been
here a few times you realize that's what May entails and just sometimes when you're anxious to
go out there and make some certain changes or try some new things, the weather doesn't
cooperate, but I think that everyone factors that in. You know you've got a tremendous amount of
time here, and I think we all sit down at the beginning of the month and we say OK, you know
there's going to be two or three days the weather's going to be an issue, and you just deal with it.
It affects everyone equally so you've got to just plan around it.”

(More)
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This is the 11th Indianapolis 500 in the IndyCar Series era. Here’s a look at the 10
previous winners and where they are today:
1996 – Buddy Lazier: Competing with Dreyer & Reinbold Racing in the IndyCar Series
1997 – Arie Luyendyk: Mentoring his son, Arie Jr., in his quest to qualify for his first
Indianapolis 500.
1998 – Eddie Cheever Jr.: Competing with Cheever Racing in the IndyCar Series
1999 – Kenny Brack: Living in Belgium, retired from open-wheel racing. Has no plans to
compete in Indy 500.
2000 – Juan Pablo Montoya: Competing in Formula One with McLaren
2001 – Helio Castroneves: Current IndyCar Series points leader. Competing with
Marlboro Team Penske
2002 – Helio Castroneves: Current IndyCar Series points leader. Competing with
Marlboro Team Penske
2003 – Gil de Ferran: Serving as sporting director for Honda Racing F1 Team.
2004 – Buddy Rice: Competing in IndyCar Series with Rahal Letterman Racing
2005 – Dan Wheldon: Competing in IndyCar Series with Target Chip Ganassi Racing
***
5:03 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture reported on north end of the Speedway.
5:30 p.m. – GREEN.
5:31 p.m. – YELLOW.
5:38 p.m. – CHECKERED. 18 drivers turned 356 laps today.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
1
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
2
10
Dan Wheldon
3
3T
Helio Castroneves
4
9
Scott Dixon
5
27
Dario Franchitti
6
7
Bryan Herta
7
11
Tony Kanaan
8
26
Marco Andretti
9
1
Michael Andretti
10
2
Tomas Scheckter

C/E/T
Speed
D/H/F
226.789 mph
D/H/F
226.088 mph
D/H/F
225.547 mph
D/H/F
225.309 mph
D/H/F
224.742 mph
D/H/F
223.925 mph
D/H/F
223.905 mph
D/H/F
223.606 mph
D/H/F
223.187 mph
D/H/F
222.241 mph
***
A total of 38 cars are at the Speedway. Thirty-one have passed technical inspection.
Twenty-nine drivers have been on the track to date and have turned a total of 2,950 laps this
month. A total of 75 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical Center.
There were seven cautions today for a total of 1 hour, 27 minutes.

(More)
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POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fastest driver of the day): "So far it's been a dream week. Everything is seeming to go right. The
car is spot-on. We make changes to it every day to try to find more and we've been able to do it. I
think the big thing for us is to continue in the direction that we're heading and make sure that we
don't make any mistakes. I would never have imagined this on Monday. We're just going to keep
working real hard at it, and hopefully the whole month will be this way. Today, we went out there
first thing right when it was about as windy as it was all day, felt really comfortable with the car.
When things are going the way they are, you want to make sure that you don't go out there and
make a big mistake. It's not easy driving with the wind out there today. It moves the car around
quite a bit. It can get a bit scary at times. The wind will actually pick the car up a bit and move it
around, but on the other hand we need to know what the car is going to do in all different
conditions so we can adjust for it, because we are a little bit different that we were yesterday."
(About Dan Wheldon being second) "I knew that those guys were going to be quick. We knew
going into the season, everybody was asking me, 'Who's your biggest competition going to be?'
'Outside of Helio, it'll be the Ganassi guys.' Helio's really had a dream beginning of the season
like I've had a dream beginning of the month of May. We've worked so hard over the past two
years. We could also see Ganassi doing the same thing. They've been working hard at it. They
picked up Dan (Wheldon) in the offseason along with my engineer from Panther, Andy Brown,
so I know how good he is. They switched to Dallaras as well. They're out there working just as
hard as we are. Right now we're holding a bit of an advantage. We're making sure the car is good
for four laps, because we know that's the one thing that's really different from what we have at
any other racetrack that we run. This is 10 miles of qualifying. It's quite difficult to keep the car
handling the same way for that run especially when you've got it right on the edge." (About
whether the fast lap came in a four-lap qualifying simulation) "That's what we've really been
doing the past two days is making sure the we've got the car good for more than just one lap. If
we go out there and it's not good, we'll bring it back in and fix it and try and make it better.
Actually with the weather that we had today, it was about the best that the car has handled all
month so far. We were pretty excited about that."
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
third-fastest driver): "It was very windy today, so it was tough to see if the changes we made
were an improvement from yesterday. Fortunately, we were able to put up a good time early on,
so we decided not to run too much in these conditions. We tried to go back out late in the day, but
the rain came and ended practice. Overall, we’re very happy with the Marlboro Team Penske car
right now, but we’re going to continue to work on the small details tomorrow in hopes that we
can make a run for the pole this weekend.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, seventh-fastest
driver): “It was a short day for everybody, but I think we found a little more speed in the Team
7-Eleven car. Then again, so did everyone else; we made progress but so did everyone else.”
(More)
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DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club
Dallara/Honda/Firestone, fifth-fastest driver): “It was definitely a positive day for the Klein
Tools/Canadian Club team. I would say we’ve gained some strides toward the front and we’ve
gained some pace. We’re still not where we need to be, and I think I can speak for all five cars
when I say that. But we’ve got to still keep pushing, working hard and get the car up front.”
BRYAN HERTA (No. 7 XM Satellite Radio Dallara/Honda/Firestone, sixth-fastest
driver): “It's difficult to say if we made any progress today because there were difficult
conditions out there. We still seem to be behind the same four cars but ahead of the rest. We want
to solidify that position, but try to attack and move forward by Saturday. I don't know how much
is going to be possible, but we'll do the best we can. If this (weather) turns out to be how it is on
race day or Saturday (pole day), at least we have a little bit of data to go back to and know what
we've got to deal with. We improved the speed of the XM Satellite Radio car, and really all five
Andretti Green Racing cars are the same speed, and that's a credit to the team.”
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 NYSE Group Dallara/Honda/Firestone, eighth-fastest
driver): “The NYSE car picked up some speed today, but it appears that everyone else improved
as well. It’s hard to tell if it’s the track, the wind, or what, but it’s not easy to drive right now.”
MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 1 Jim Beam/Vonage Dallara/Honda/Firestone, ninthfastest driver): “I was really happy we got to run today in the Jim Beam/Vonage car. We made
some changes overnight. Now, I'm quick enough that I can go play with my teammates out there.
We were about a mile an hour off, and now we're within striking distance of them. Tony (Cicale)
and I are really working well together. Next, we just need to work on our pit stops and get that
part of our program ready for race day, but me and Tony – we're definitely on the same page."
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 2 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 10th-fastest
driver): “We tried a couple of different things on the car today, and we were still pretty quick so
I’m pleased with how things are progressing. Even with the difficult conditions, we still
performed well and learned a lot. This weekend will be fun, and we have our work cut out for us,
but we are up to the challenge and are really looking forward to it. It will be fun to really turn it
loose and see what we can do.”

(More)
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DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, secondfastest driver): “I think we made some improvements again, certainly, for the car’s overall
balance and handling. I think, still, (Sam) Hornish is comfortably the quickest right now, certainly
over a four-lap qualifying average. So we’ve still got some work to do but the good thing is each
day we’ve making some gains and everybody at Target Chip Ganassi Racing’s going to work
hard towards closing that gap and trying to beat it, possibly. The important thing is we’ve
improved our car each day, and that’s important because you want to kind of peak just before
Race Day, that’s what we’d certainly like to do. We’d love to contend for the pole and I think we
will, but we’re a little off that right now.”
***
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starters: Indiana Fever players Tamika Catchings and
Tamika Whitmore.
IndyCar Series Practice
Track Closes
*** END DAY 5 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11:59 a.m.
Honorary Starters: Indiana Fever players Tamika Catchings and Tamika
Whitmore.
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1996, Arie Luyendyk set the one-lap track record at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway of 237.498 mph. Luyendyk’s four-lap average of 236.986 also is a track record.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
A.J. FOYT (four-time Indianapolis 500 winner/owner, A.J. Foyt Racing): “My best
memory of the “500” is the first time I qualified for the race in ’58. When I was driving midgets
and sprints, it was my dream to race at Indy. That was what I was aiming for. The race itself
wasn’t such a good memory, though. I remember they warned me about the race, saying this
could happen and that could happen and to be alert for it. Going down the backstretch on the first
lap, there was a huge accident. Cars were flipping over the wall and spinning everywhere, other
cars were on fire, and I thought to myself, ‘Man, they never told me about this in the rookie
meeting.’ I eventually dropped out when a water line broke on my car, and I spun and hit the
wall. My second-best memory was when I won my first Indy 500 in ‘61. To win it, well that was
another dream come true. Eddie Sachs and I had raced hard all day long. I thought I had it won,
then they told me I was low on fuel and had to pit, and I thought I had lost it. But Eddie Sachs
had to pit with a couple laps to go because he had a tire showing its cords, and I won the race. I
couldn’t believe it. It was a great, great feeling.”
***
Did you know?: The Indianapolis 500’s 33-car starting field was decided upon because
American Automobile Association’s (AAA) felt that a safe distance between each car (equally
separated around the track) would be 400 feet.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented on May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $7,500 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 12 and May 19.
Date
May 10
May 11

Driver
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
***
Transcripts from today’s press conferences featuring Rahal Letterman Racing and
Marlboro Team Penske will be available in the racks at the front of the Media Center.
(More)
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Here’s a look at the qualifying format used for the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race:
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Day: Positions one through 11 in the 33-car field are
available to the fastest 11 qualifiers that day. Once the 11 spots are full, bumping will occur for
the rest of the day to determine the WorldPoints Visa Car Pole Award and the fastest 11 qualifiers
for that day.
Second Day Qualifying: Positions 12 through 22 are available. Once those spots are full,
bumping will occur only in spots 12 through 22 for the rest of the day to determine the fastest 11
qualifiers for that day.
Third Day Qualifying: Positions 22 through 33 are available. Once those spots are full,
bumping will occur only in spots 23-33 for the rest of the day to determine the fastest 11
qualifiers for that day.
Bump Day: Any qualifying attempt on the fourth day that is faster than a qualified entrant
in the 33 positions in the starting field will bump the slowest qualifier from the field, regardless of
the day of qualification. The “bumped” entrant will be removed from the field of 33, and the
remaining field will move ahead one position in the starting field as the newly qualified entrant
will take the 33rd position, or a higher position if faster than other fourth-day qualifiers.
• Each car, primary or backup, will have three attempts per day to qualify for the
Indianapolis 500. If a car is bumped on any day of qualifications, that entrant can
re-enter the qualification line and attempt to re-qualify based on the number of
attempts remaining for that car.
• Entrants also can withdraw qualified cars from the field at their choice, but that
car still will be allowed to make qualifying attempts based on the number of
attempts it has remaining for the day. The car does not have to be removed from
competition, as in previous formats.
The format was used for the first time in 2005. 2004 IRL IndyCar® Series champion
Tony Kanaan, third in the qualifying line, won the Pole for the 89th Indianapolis 500 after
recording a four-lap average of 227.566 mph (2 minutes, 38.1961 seconds).
Sam Hornish Jr., who had the 10th-best speed through the initial round of qualifiers,
withdrew his qualified car per the qualifying rules and made a second run at 4:30 p.m. (EDT).
Hornish improved to second after a four-lap average of 227.273 mph. That bumped Scott Sharp,
who kicked off qualifying with a four-lap average of 227.126 mph, to third.
Hornish’s teammate, Helio Castroneves, also took advantage of the new rules and requalified. Castroneves had posted the fourth-best time earlier in the session, but Marlboro Team
Penske owner Roger Penske withdrew the time at 5:50 p.m. for Castroneves to make a run at the
pole. Driving the No. 3 Toyota-powered Dallara, Castroneves started strong with a lap of 227.330
mph. But he fell off the pace and fell one spot to fifth on the grid.
In all, twenty-two cars qualified under the new procedure, with the No. 51 Red Bull
Cheever Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone driven by Alex Barron checking in at No. 22. Barron's
time had been bumped by Dario Franchitti's time, but he returned for an attempt with 35 minutes
remaining. He posted a four-lap average of 221.053 mph.

(More)
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Noon – Rain fell over the Indianapolis Motor Speedway overnight and intermittent rain
continues to fall over the Speedway, delaying the start of today’s activity.
***
The 181st Fighter Wing located at Hulman Field in Terre Haute, Ind., will share a
“Racer” experience with JPMorgan Chase Rookie of the Year candidate P.J. Chesson at 1 p.m. on
May 15. Chesson will fly in the backseat of the “Racer” F-16D Fighting Falcon.
The ride is part of the ongoing relationship shared between the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and
the 181st Fighter Wing.
Chesson’s visit will include a brief tour of base operations and an insider’s look at how
the approximately 1,000 Wing members combine professionalism and teamwork to keep jets
flying. Prior to takeoff, Chesson will receive extensive safety and emergency procedures training.
***
Those with a penchant for numerology might examine the number four in regards to Scott
Dixon:
• Heading towards the Indianapolis 500 Dixon is fourth in the IndyCar championship
• The Indianapolis 500 will be the fourth race of the 2006 IndyCar season.
• Dixon will line up on the grid at Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the fourth time in his
career.
• For the 2003 Indianapolis 500, on his way to the IndyCar Series title, Dixon qualified
fourth as a rookie.
• In 2002, Dixon drove the No. 44 Target car.
• Fellow New Zealander Denis Hulme won Rookie of the Year at Indianapolis in 1967
with a fourth-place finish. The following year he finished fourth, yet again.
• Only four other New Zealanders have participated in the Indianapolis 500; Hulme,
Graham McRae, Chris Amon and Bruce McLaren, but only the first two raced in the
“500.”
• Dixon has been fourth fastest in practice twice.
***
At 2 p.m., track activity was canceled due to rain. There were no laps turned today.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway
senior director of medical services: Buddy Rice has been cleared to drive following his accident
on May 11.

(More)

DAY 6 – Friday, May 12, 2006
Page 4
RAINOUT QUOTES:
JOHN BARNES (Co-owner, Panther Racing): (About what the rain this week has
done to Panther Racing’s preparation): “I think if this had not been the third year for this chassis
design, it would have been a problem, but we’ve had these cars long enough (and) Firestone’s
built a little bit different tire for here this year, which changes things a little bit. But with
everybody having the same motor package and the third year on the chassis, we feel very
comfortable with it.” (You’re a student and fan of this place, how does all this bad weather affect
you, personally?): “It’s frustrating for me because the fans can’t come out and have a great
interaction with us. As far as us running or not being able to run, it doesn’t really bother me either
way.” (How do you feel about your chances for getting in the top 11?): “I feel very good. I think
that without a tow yesterday we were eighth overall, so we’re comfortable.”
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “We’re
a second-weekend program. This week for me has been just watching and learning. As far as
track time, we’re not missing any so this could be good, it kind of levels the playing field for me.
I’m still hoping the first 11 get in and then next week I go for 12th and on instead of 22nd and on.
As far as my take on it, I’ll let it rain for a few more days. Our Honda lease requires us only to
run the second week so our track time begins Wednesday. I’m hoping Wednesday and on next
week are nice and clear and I get as many laps as possible.” (Clearly you’re probably one of the
few guys that’s happy it has rained all week): “Yeah, for me there’s an upside and a downside.
The upside is if it rains all weekend then possibly we can improve our starting position, but the
downside is it’s going to be very busy on the racetrack and hard to get some clean laps.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It’s a little
frustrating. That’s one of my favorite parts about the month of May, is that we can go out and run
everyday, and we haven’t been able to do that this May. It kind of reminds me of my first ‘500’
when I was here with Cheever. It rained the two days leading into Pole Day and it kind of feels
like déjà vu. Our cars have been good; I feel pretty comfortable. It seems like some people have
been struggling a little bit, but we’re all pretty confident. I think we need to get a little bit more
speed to feel safe about that top 11. I think it’s going to be a fight between Andretti Green, our
team, Fernandez. Penske and Ganassi look pretty strong so the fight for the rest of the top 11 is
going to be pretty exciting. I think it’s more frustrating not being able to run, but I don’t think it
makes a big difference because I’m confident with what we’ve got.”
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “I'm OK today. The doctors cleared me this morning. The rain is hard
for our team because we wanted to run the backup car after Thursday's crash, but we are in the
same position as everyone else. We hope to get some more laps in for the morning practice and
make a qualifying run. With the new qualifying procedure, we are all in for a new experience
with the waving off of our runs. With the weather being so unpredictable, we don't know if we
will get in any practice or qualifying on the weekend. I think everyone would like to see some
clear weather so we could get an idea how the cars will run in qualifying trim. Now we just have
to wait and see."
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JEFF SIMMONS (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It is no fun sitting around in the rain. I think everyone is anxious to
get out there and run some laps. It has been a tough mentally for a lot of guys this week just
because we haven't had a lot of time on the track. Once we get some more time, I think everyone
will feel better about their cars. I know we aren't the only team that would like more track time,
but we have no control over the weather. The conditions always change so much here at Indy. We
have to be prepared for any kind of weather this weekend."
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-11 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Noon-6 p.m.
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Qualifications
6 p.m.
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Winner Ceremony (Victory Podium)
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

*** END DAY 6 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-11 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Noon-6 p.m.
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Qualifications
6 p.m.
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Winner Ceremony (Victory Podium)
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1998, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway plays host to its inaugural
Champions Day. Champions Day was created to salute the champions of various open-wheel
racing series in the United States. Among the champions who visited the Speedway were: Rebel
Jackson Jr. (Western Super Modified), Jerry Nemire (ARCA), Frankie Kerr (ALLSTARS),
Johnny Saathoff (IMCA), Larry Tyler (Tampa Bay Area Racing Association), Kevin Olson
(Badger Midget Auto Racing), Don Lehmann (MARA), Mel Kenyon (NAMARS), Marty Davis
(UMARA), Joe Roe (IRA), Terry Goff (UMRA), Kevin Chambers (American Mini Sprints),
Russ Wood (International Super Modifed), Russ Stoehr (North East Midget), Dave Darland
(USAC Silver Crown), Jason Leffler (USAC National Midget), Ricky Shelton (USAC Western
States Midget), Michael Lang (USAC Speeddrome Regional), Steve Knepper (USAC 16th Street
Speedway), Zak Morioka (USAC Formula Ford).
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
LARRY CURRY (Team manager, Vision Racing/crew chief for Kevin Cogan in
1986): "We were leading the race with three laps to go when we had a restart and Bobby Rahal
passed Kevin Cogan and won the race. Clearly that day, we had the fastest car, but we got
snookered on the restart. I was talking to Cogan on the radio as they're heading down the
backstretch on the restart. I could see what Rahal and Mears were doing. They were backing up to
get a run on Kevin, and you could see it coming. I said on the radio: 'Kevin, you've got to have a
great restart and a great plan here. This is for the Indy 500.' He said not to worry because he had a
plan. I told him, 'Boy, you better have because the two guys behind you do.' We got beat. Let me
tell you, when you're that close to that race, you never forget it and you have a taste in your
mouth."
***
Did you know?: The revolutionary SAFER Barrier, now used at most major racing
facilities made its debut in May 2002 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $15,000 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
Date
May 10
May 11

Driver
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
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Here’s a look at the qualifying format used for the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race:
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Day: Positions one through 11 in the 33-car field are
available to the fastest 11 qualifiers that day. Once the 11 spots are full, bumping will occur for
the rest of the day to determine the WorldPoints Visa Car Pole Award and the fastest 11 qualifiers
for that day.
Second Day Qualifying: Positions 12 through 22 are available. Once those spots are full,
bumping will occur only in spots 12 through 22 for the rest of the day to determine the fastest 11
qualifiers for that day.
Third Day Qualifying: Positions 22 through 33 are available. Once those spots are full,
bumping will occur only in spots 23-33 for the rest of the day to determine the fastest 11
qualifiers for that day.
Bump Day: Any qualifying attempt on the fourth day that is faster than a qualified entrant
in the 33 positions in the starting field will bump the slowest qualifier from the field, regardless of
the day of qualification. The “bumped” entrant will be removed from the field of 33, and the
remaining field will move ahead one position in the starting field as the newly qualified entrant
will take the 33rd position, or a higher position if faster than other fourth-day qualifiers.
• Each car, primary or backup, will have three attempts per day to qualify for the
Indianapolis 500. If a car is bumped on any day of qualifications, that entrant can
re-enter the qualification line and attempt to re-qualify based on the number of
attempts remaining for that car.
• Entrants also can withdraw qualified cars from the field at their choice, but that
car still will be allowed to make qualifying attempts based on the number of
attempts it has remaining for the day. The car does not have to be removed from
competition, as in previous formats.
The format was used for the first time in 2005. 2004 IRL IndyCar® Series champion
Tony Kanaan, third in the qualifying line, won the pole for the 89th Indianapolis 500 after
recording a four-lap average of 227.566 mph (2 minutes, 38.1961 seconds).
Sam Hornish Jr., who had the 10th-best speed through the initial round of qualifiers,
withdrew his qualified car per the qualifying rules and made a second run at 4:30 p.m. (EDT).
Hornish improved to second after a four-lap average of 227.273 mph. That bumped Scott Sharp,
who kicked off qualifying with a four-lap average of 227.126 mph, to third.
Hornish’s teammate, Helio Castroneves, also took advantage of the new rules and requalified. Castroneves had posted the fourth-best time earlier in the session, but Marlboro Team
Penske owner Roger Penske withdrew the time at 5:50 p.m. for Castroneves to make a run at the
pole. Driving the No. 3 Toyota-powered Dallara, Castroneves started strong with a lap of 227.330
mph. But he fell off the pace and fell one spot to fifth on the grid.
In all, 22 cars qualified under the new procedure, with the No. 51 Red Bull Cheever
Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone driven by Alex Barron checking in at No. 22. Barron's time had
been bumped by Dario Franchitti's time, but he returned for an attempt with 35 minutes
remaining. He posted a four-lap average of 221.053 mph.

(More)
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PRACTICE REPORT:
9 a.m. – Rain fell over the Indianapolis Motor Speedway overnight and rain continues to
fall over the Speedway, delaying the start of today’s activity.
***
Entertainment industry veteran James “Jazzy” Jordan is heading to the Indianapolis 500
to make his mark on “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.” Jordan will join Dreyer & Reinbold
Racing as a co-entrant for 1996 Indianapolis 500 winner Buddy Lazier’s No. 5 Honda-powered
entry. The “500” marks the debut of Jordan Racing Group and Jordan’s entrance into the world of
motorsports.
JAMES “JAZZY” JORDAN (Owner, Jordan Racing Group): “I am both excited and
proud to join forces with both DRR and the IRL. This partnership validates our vision to further
expand the reach of this sport and the IRL’s commitment to diversity. This union is not only a
credit to the entire DRR team but also to the league as a whole. It demonstrates their unyielding
commitment to broadening the face and the spirit of the sport.” (About role late NFL great Reggie
White played): “Reggie is a large part of why I’m here today because he always talked about
owning a racing team. He was extremely committed to broadening the span of motorsports and to
making it accessible to minorities, so he planted that seed for this dream some years ago, and here
I am today. My entrance into this league marks a tremendous moment in history, not just for
African-Americans, not just for motorsports fans, but for anyone who’s ever felt like something
was outside of their reach. I want my presence in motorsports to have the same effect that Tiger
has had on the world of golf--where everyone feels included. I want my face to be a reminder to
all people, young, old, black, white, rich or poor, that you can do anything and that nothing is
beyond your reach.”
ROBBIE BUHL (Co-owner Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “James is a huge race fan
and he’s interested in creating more excitement and involvement in the sport. We’re eager to
provide an introduction to the IRL, and we believe his experience in marketing and the
entertainment industry will bode well for DRR and the IRL.”
***
RAIN DELAY QUOTES:
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The rain delay
is really kind of boring, actually. I just came out to see what was going on and if there is a chance
that we might get to go (on track). I like to be here. I have a hard time being away from the track
anyway. They have a ping-pong table set up over in the Speedway Engines garage, so I stopped
by there to play a little. Things are not looking good for running today, so I'll probably head out
of here pretty soon.”
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The PR guys usually keep me pretty busy. Today, I've been sitting
with the engineering guys quite a bit. Yesterday, the five of us went shopping, so that was fun.
My wife is in town now, so I'm planning on spending time with her, which is my ideal way to
spend a rain delay.” (About his recent purchase of an Xbox 360): "Bryan (Herta) and I have been
playing quite a bit. I've definitely been owning him in our boxing matches. Now both of our
wives are here, so I'm guessing the Xbox playing will get put on the back burner for now."
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SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I
just got here, actually. I’ve been in bed watching TV. The other days, I’ve gone training. It may
be a little too wet to go cycling or running, so I may go swimming today, just to take some the
stress away.” (About the lack of track time): “I think it might be a little harder on the team and
their timetable for things. We still need to do full tanks because we’ve been focusing on
qualifying runs. We’d need to be qualified because we’d like to get the engine into the T-car and
run some laps so we’re ready in case something happens to a qualified car. It’s confusing, and for
me I don’t have to be too concerned with it, but it’s something the team has to deal with, and I’m
sure the team has something worked out. I think that’s why the league will keep pushing
(qualifying) if we don’t run today.”
BRYAN HERTA (No. 7 XM Satellite Radio Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "I spend a lot
of time bugging my engineer. I'll go back to the bus here in a little bit. Dario (Franchitti) and I
have been playing video games a lot lately. I also just try to visit with everyone. There are so
many people you work with all year long, and you don't have much time to talk with them. Today
is a good day to do things like that. I just like to say hi to them, chat for a bit, and find out how
their family is doing. I also do press conferences on days like today, and basically anything you
can do to pass the time until it’s time to go back on track."
MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 1 Jim Beam/Vonage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "We
sit around and twiddle our thumbs really. It's frustrating, boring and pretty nerve wracking
because you just want to get it over with. But this is all up to Mother Nature, and you can't mess
with her."
MARCO ANDRETTI (No. 26 NYSE Group Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "I've just
been hanging out and spending some time with my engineer. We just try to get ready for what
we're about to go do. I look at it as everyone is waiting. I would be going crazy if I was the only
one that had to wait, but it's the same for everyone. Qualifying is going to be the most nervewracking day in motorsports for me. I'm not going to say that I'm not nervous because I am, but I
think I have a pretty good idea of what I need to go out there and do."
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "It's a little
frustrating. I feel bad for the fans and people that have come out here and have to wait around to
see what is going to happen. I'm going to try to sign as many autographs and visit with media as
much as I can. I think that once we get on track, the fans will not be disappointed, and we'll put
on a good show for them."
BUDDY LAZIER (No. 5 Dreyer & Reinbold Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "It's tough
because we are struggling to find some things we need to find, and the rain is really hurting us.
We're working to have all of our ducks in a row."

(More)
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AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 A1 Team USA Geico Dreyer & Reinbold
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "The Dreyer and Reinbold team is doing very well. But, we have our
work cut out for us and definitely need the track time."
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
“I think it's been a strange month with a lot of the rain interrupting. I hope it doesn't dampen fans'
spirits because I think it's certainly going to be a very competitive race. I think we've seen that the
Penskes this year have in practice and qualifying been extremely fast, but they certainly come
back to us in the races. I was asked by Chip, actually, I think it was not yesterday but the day
before, if he needed to panic at all because he thought the Penskes might be a chunk quicker than
us, he wasn't sure how we were going to fare in qualifying. I told him not to panic.”

***
Track activity for today has been officially cancelled. The WorldPoints Visa Card Pole
Qualifying is being moved to Sunday. Public gates will open at 7 a.m. Practice will be from 9:30
to 10 (Group 1), 10-10:30 (Group 2), 10:30 -11a.m (all cars), with qualifying set to begin at noon.
Fans can use today’s ticket as a rain-check for tomorrow.

***
All off-track activities today, including the Cheap Trick concert, will still take place as
scheduled. The Cheap Trick concert is set to begin at 3 p.m. in Turn 3.
***
SUNDAY’S REVISED SCHEDULE:
9:30 – 10 a.m.
IndyCar® Series Practice (Group 1)
10 – 10:30 a.m.
IndyCar® Series Practice (Group 2)
10:30 - 11a.m.
IndyCar® Series Practice (All Cars)
Noon – 6 p.m.
Worlds Points Visa Qualifications
***
This is the fifth-straight year that weather has affected Pole Day for the Indianapolis 500.
Weather has played a role in eight of the last 11 Pole Days.
Weather
Date
May 14, 2005
Morning rain closed track at 12:15 p.m.
May 15, 2004
Morning rain delayed start of practice until 12:25 p.m. Qualifying began at
2:19 p.m. Twenty-two cars qualified.
May 10, 2003
Rain at 10:24 a.m. during practice. Track closed for the day at 12:02 p.m.
May 11, 2002
Two light rain showers during qualifications. Qualifications began at 11
a.m. Twenty-four cars qualified.
May 12, 2001
No rain
May 10, 2000
No rain

(More)
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The last time two consecutive days of activity for the Indianapolis 500 were washed out by
rain was May 10-11, 1981.
***
In celebration of Mother’s Day, several IndyCar Series drivers paid tribute to their mothers
and the role they played in their racing careers.
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I know if my mom had her
druthers, I wouldn't be racing cars right now. I'd have some corporate desk job - nice and safe. She is
not the biggest proponent of my driving. The good part is that my mom was very into scholastics
when I was growing up, and put her fist down when I was a senior in high school and all I wanted to
do was go racing. She made me go to college and carry a full load and graduate in four years if I
wanted to keep driving. I am really grateful for that. I received a great business education from
Babson College because of her insistence. I am very appreciative now when I look back on that. She is
still very supportive of my driving but, I think, still wishes I wasn't doing it."
FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 14 ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The only race she saw me in I was 13 years old and I flipped my go-kart
right in front of her. After that she hasn’t gotten too close. She wouldn’t care watching my dad race,
but she doesn’t like watching me race—at least in person. She watches on TV.”
LARRY FOYT (No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “She was a big help
because Dad was against the kids racing for a living. She helped me persuade him to help me out. She
knew how badly I wanted to race. She probably regrets it now because she gets more nervous
watching the kids race than she did watching Dad race.”
P.J. CHESSON (No. 91 Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “My
mom hasn’t played much of a role in my racing career. In fact, I think she still wants me to join the
Coast Guard. But still I love her."
***
POLE DAY RAINOUT QUOTES: (Cont.)
EDDIE CHEEVER (No. 51 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “When you come
to Indy, you've got to be ready for everything. It's just one of the things that happens. It's Indiana, the
weather can change in two minutes. I think it's tougher on the mechanics than it is on the drivers.
They've got to get the car ready and then change it for the weather. They're always fiddling with the
wings and the springs and the shock absorbers, so it's just part of the deal.
We have not practiced on qualifying. You can't expect a team that's been hibernating for eight months
to turn up at Indy and be fast right away. But, it's a long race. It is 500 miles long, and patience pays
an important part.”
DANICA PATRICK (No. 16 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent Panoz/Honda/
Firestone): “The one factor we can’t control here at the track is the weather. We have lost a lot of
practice time due to the weather and as frustrating as it is, you just have to be ready to drive when the
opportunity presents itself.”
*** END DAY 7 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9:30-11 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Noon-6 p.m.
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Qualifications
6 p.m.
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Winner Ceremony (Victory Podium)
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1992, Alan Mertens of Galmer Engineering was awarded the Louis
Schwitzer Award by the Indiana Section, Society of Automotive Engineers for his design of the
Galmer 9200 Indy Car chassis. The award recognizes excellence and innovation in race car
design and development.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:

JOHNNY RUTHERFORD (Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner (1974, 1976
and 1980): “I have so many moments and memories from the Speedway and running in
24 races and being there for 40 years plus. I could start out and go on forever with
different individuals and events, but there’s no better moment at Indianapolis than
winning. It’s a feeling that’s hard to beat.”
***
Did you know?: There have only been three complete postponements of the Indianapolis
500. Those came in 1915, 1986, and 1997, all because of rain.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $15,000 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
Date
May 10
May 11

Driver
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
***
A.J. Foyt Enterprises is offering an Indy 500 VIP Weekend in the Continental Airlines
Frequent Flyer Program’s Onepass Online Auction.
The winning bidder and a guest will receive two tickets and two Bronze Badges for race
weekend. They will meet A.J. Foyt and drivers Larry Foyt and Felipe Giaffone in the team’s
garage at Indianapolis Motor Speedway on May 27. After the private meet and greet with the
Foyt team, the winner will go to the Public Drivers’ Meeting and will also be able to tour the
garage area as teams make their final preparations.
Bidders can participate by going to www.continental.com and click on the Frequent Flyer
tab, then to the Online auction section. The auction will close at 9:30 a.m. (EDT) on May 22.
(More)
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Here’s a look at the qualifying format used for the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race:
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Day: Positions one through 22 in the 33-car field are
available to the fastest 22 qualifiers. Once the 22 spots are full, bumping will occur for the rest of
the day to determine the WorldPoints Visa Car Pole Award and the fastest 22 qualifiers for that
day.
Second Day Qualifying: Positions 23 through 33 are available. Once those spots are full,
bumping will occur only in spots 23-33 for the rest of the day to determine the fastest 11
qualifiers for that day.
Bump Day: Any qualifying attempt on the fourth day that is faster than a qualified entrant
in the 33 positions in the starting field will bump the slowest qualifier from the field, regardless of
the day of qualification. The “bumped” entrant will be removed from the field of 33, and the
remaining field will move ahead one position in the starting field as the newly qualified entrant
will take the 33rd position, or a higher position if faster than other fourth-day qualifiers.
• Each car, primary or backup, will have three attempts per day to qualify for the
Indianapolis 500. If a car is bumped on any day of qualifications, that entrant can
re-enter the qualification line and attempt to re-qualify based on the number of
attempts remaining for that car.
• Entrants also can withdraw qualified cars from the field at their choice, but that
car still will be allowed to make qualifying attempts based on the number of
attempts it has remaining for the day. The car does not have to be removed from
competition, as in previous formats.
The format was used for the first time in 2005. 2004 IRL IndyCar® Series champion
Tony Kanaan, third in the qualifying line, won the pole for the 89th Indianapolis 500 after
recording a four-lap average of 227.566 mph (2 minutes, 38.1961 seconds).
Sam Hornish Jr., who had the 10th-best speed through the initial round of qualifiers,
withdrew his qualified car per the qualifying rules and made a second run at 4:30 p.m. (EDT).
Hornish improved to second after a four-lap average of 227.273 mph. That bumped Scott Sharp,
who kicked off qualifying with a four-lap average of 227.126 mph, to third.
Hornish’s teammate, Helio Castroneves, also took advantage of the new rules and requalified. Castroneves had posted the fourth-best time earlier in the session, but Marlboro Team
Penske owner Roger Penske withdrew the time at 5:50 p.m. for Castroneves to make a run at the
pole. Driving the No. 3 Toyota-powered Dallara, Castroneves started strong with a lap of 227.330
mph. But he fell off the pace and fell one spot to fifth on the grid.
In all, 22 cars qualified under the new procedure, with the No. 51 Red Bull Cheever
Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone driven by Alex Barron checking in at No. 22. Barron's time had
been bumped by Dario Franchitti's time, but he returned for an attempt with 35 minutes
remaining. He posted a four-lap average of 221.053 mph.
PRACTICE REPORT:
9 a.m. – Rain fell overnight and continues to fall over the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
The start of practice is delayed.
9:15 a.m. – Track drying process underway.
(More)
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UPDATED SCHEDULE:
12:30-1:05 p.m. – Group #1 Practice
1:05 – 1:40 p.m. – Group #2 Practice
1:40 – 2:10 – Break
2:10 p.m. – WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Qualifying
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
12:28 p.m. – Rain resumed over the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
At 12:30 p.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with a relative humidity of 71
percent and calm winds. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 68 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser Jr. met Olympic gold medalist and 100meter world-record holder Justin Gatlin this morning in the Dreyer & Reinbold Racing garage in
Gasoline Alley. Gatlin set the world record Friday in Qatar.
AL UNSER JR.: “The similarities that we talked about were the wind and the air
temperature. I asked him, ‘What kind of winds were there?’ for him when he set the record.
Basically, it was the same as us. A nice little tailwind makes us go faster, and it's the same way
with him. The humidity and cold air (hurts a sprinter). Cold air is pretty heavy, and hot air is
pretty light, so what he basically said for a sprinter is that you want it dry and hot. Today would
be a horrible day for him.”
JUSTIN GATLIN (World Record holder, 100 meters): (About the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway): “It’s amazing. The structure is quite unique. There’s nothing like it in the
world. These cars are fast and I’m addicted to speed. I’m like a kid all over again. I’ve learned a
lot about (the “500”) today. I’m a big fan now. I think these cars are traveling 200 (mph) plus,
especially hitting those curves and taking on those g-forces what is it, probably 4 Gs at a time. I
mean every car out there, and they’re hitting the track more than 500 times so I take my hat off to
them. They’re great athletes. It’s all about a mental and a physical out there and it’s dangerous as
well.” (What is it like to be the world’s fastest human?): “It feels great, as an athlete, I feel like it
was time for me to have the world record. I’ve done everything already; I’ve achieved all the
goals that I could. And me being a competitor, I just want to do it again. I just want to go out
there and redo everything again. But as a person, I think I’m still in shock. I think it really set in
this morning when I woke up and got out of the shower and I wrote 9.76 on the foggy mirror. I
had to really sit back and look at that time and look at how fast it was and I did that. I can’t
believe it, and I’m happy about that.
***
IndyCar Series veteran Sarah Fisher, a five-time Indianapolis 500 starter, visited the
Speedway on Saturday. Fisher said she has no plans to compete in the Indianapolis 500.
SARAH FISHER: “As everybody knows, I’ve been trying to do some driving down
south. It’s just not working the way I want it to work. Just looking at every opportunity and doing
some other things besides racing to keep me busy.” (About running in the Indianapolis 500): “I
love Indy cars. But it has to be the right opportunity. I’ve been in cars that can’t win, and I’m a
winning person. I need to be in a winning car. Everybody deserves that chance. Just depends on
the opportunity.”
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The May 8 Firestone Racing “Evening of Giving” Benefit Concert and Auction netted
$14,000 to benefit three Indianapolis-area charities. Proceeds from the event will be split among
Racing for Corey, Indiana Children’s Wish Fund and IRL Kids.
The “Evening of Giving,” presented by 92.3 WTTS and held at the Music Mill on
Indianapolis’ north side, featured two music sets from the Carl Storie Band, a live and silent
auctions of sports- and entertainment-related items and an autograph session with a dozen Indy
Racing League and United States Auto Club drivers.
MIKE KLINGE (Founder of Racing for Corey): “We are very pleased with our first
‘Evening of Giving’ event and grateful for the support that we received from the public, media
and sponsors. We are honored to have Firestone Racing as a partner, and we look forward to next
year’s event.”
AL SPEYER (Executive Director of Firestone Racing): “The organizers did a
tremendous job putting on this event and Firestone Racing is proud to be associated with it.”
“Attendance was great, the music sensational, and everyone certainly took on the spirit of the
‘Evening of Giving’ to raise so much for the three fine charities the first time out. We believe the
Firestone Racing ‘Evening of Giving’ is well on its way to becoming a must-attend social event
on the busy May calendar in Indianapolis.”
***
PRACTICE REPORT:
1:18 p.m. –Track is open under running caution. #51 Cheever is first on track.
1:21 p.m. – GREEN.
1:24 p.m. – #9 Dixon runs lap of 226.946 mph, fastest of the day and the month, so far.
1:25 p.m. – #9 Dixon runs lap of 227.274 mph, fastest of the day and the month, so far.
1:43 p.m. – YELLOW. Light moisture in Turn 1.
1:52 p.m. – GREEN.
1:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Light moisture in Turn 3.
1:59 p.m. – GREEN.
2:02 p.m. – CHECKERED. Group 1.
2:05 p.m. – GREEN. Group 2.
2:08 p.m. – #10 Wheldon runs lap of 228.544 mph, fastest of the day and the month, so
far.
2:10 p.m. – #10 Wheldon runs lap of 228.663 mph, fastest of the day and the month, so
far.
2:15 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture between Turns 1-2.
***
2005 Indianapolis 500 winner Dan Wheldon is testing the aerodynamics of a new helmet
during this practice session.
***
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The black No. 97 Team Leader Special Panoz/Honda/Firestone driven by Stephan
Gregoire will be sponsored by Effen, an ultra premium vodka distilled in Holland. The company
plans to entertain customers at race. Gregoire, who has a best finish of eighth (2000) in six 500Mile Races, will get on the racetrack May 17 and attempt to qualify on Coca-Cola Throwback
Day Qualifying on May 20.
GREG BECK (Co-owner, Team Leader Motorsports): “For a small team to land a
sponsor like Effen is pretty huge for us. It’s funny because I actually had a message on my
answering machine from Tom Anderson about potentially if I would be available to help run a
third car. I called him back, and I just approached him with the idea of maybe we could maybe
lease the car from him. That would alleviate his problem of trying to run a third car and put us in
a position to put some things together. I had some sponsorship from Mike Curb and told Brian
(Barnhart) just to let him know that I was heading down that path. He told me that Kent Baker
was trying to put an effort together and had some sponsorship and maybe that we should work
together. And as they say, the rest is history. It has been a really good relationship from day one.
Everything has just fallen into place. It has really been good. (About the looks of the new car):
“I’m very excited with the look of our car. The black on white scheme of EFFEN Vodka really
works on a race car. You can’t miss it. The design is simple yet it just plain looks nice. Simple is
always better. We will have a very interesting press release out in the next couple of days about
the guy who did a lot of the graphics work and the design on the car and our Team Leader logo. It
will be an interesting human interest story.”
KENT BAKER (Co-owner, Team Leader Motorsports): “We basically compressed
three months work into three weeks. We’re ready to roll. We think we have a major effort. We’ve
heard some buzz in the garage area calling this the ‘David vs. Goliath story.’ In the beginning we
found some humor in that comparison, but we’re starting to believe in it now. The sponsorship all
fell into place. This is a primary sponsor launch, but we actually have the full car with sponsors.
We have a variety of companies from Indiana. We’ve got Curb Records from Nashville, Tenn.,
also Direct Supply, which is a health supply company out of Wisconsin. I’ve got a really good
feeling about the whole program. It just seems like it was meant to be. I’m excited to be part of it,
and I think the car is awesome. Nothing beats a black race car.”
STEPHAN GREGOIRE (No. 97 Effen Vodka Team Leader Special
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “I am really proud to be a part of this team. I’ve been doing some
sports car racing in-between (since 2001). For me to be back with Greg Beck brings back a lot of
wonderful memories. Thanks to Effen Vodka for helping make a dream come true. Everything
just happened so quickly. I am very excited to be back.” (About returning to racing): “The
motivation to drive again was just too strong to resist. I heard that Kent Baker wanted to do
something, so I got in touch with him (and Ted Warner of Acceleration Marketing, which had ties
to Effen principals).”
JON DEITELBAUM (President and CEO of EFFEN Vodka): “We’re thrilled to be
involved and thrilled to be here. I got a call about two weeks ago asking if I was interested in any
type of motor racing. Because I’ve known Ted Warner and have always been a big fan of the
Indianapolis 500 and just a race fan in general, I had to do this. We had also just come out of
doing consumer research. Our consumers told us to be involved with a sport like this. So we
thought, wow, two opportunities came together pretty quick.”
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Steady rains forced WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Day Qualifications for the 90th
Indianapolis 500 to be moved to Saturday, May 20, Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy
Racing League officials announced. Qualifying for the 33-car field will be held on May 20.
“Bump Day” will take place as scheduled on May 21. The scheduled practice and qualifications
times shall be announced at a later date. Fans can use May 13 and May 14 tickets as a rain-check
for either May 20 or May 21.
***
The last year that 33 cars qualified on one day at the Indianapolis 500 was 1999, when
the field was filled on Pole Day. There were only two scheduled days of qualifying that year.
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
C/E/T
Speed
1
10
Dan Wheldon
D/H/F
228.663 mph
2
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
D/H/F
228.220 mph
3
3T
Helio Castroneves
D/H/F
227.888 mph
4
9
Scott Dixon
D/H/F
227.274 mph
5
27
Dario Franchitti
D/H/F
226.960 mph
6
11
Tony Kanaan
D/H/F
226.389 mph
7
20
Ed Carpenter
D/H/F
225.262 mph
8
7
Bryan Herta
D/H/F
225.190 mph
9
8
Scott Sharp
D/H/F
225.147 mph
10
2
Tomas Scheckter
D/H/F
225.091 mph
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club Dallara/Honda/
Firestone, fifth-fastest driver): “We got one run and I was trying to get a clear lap. We just need
one clear run on the track to know exactly where we are, but I’m a lot happier than I was a couple
of days ago. I think the Klein Tools/Canadian Club guys have worked really, really hard on this
car for these four (qualifying) laps. It doesn’t really matter in the big picture. I think you can win
this race from the last row, but we’d certainly like to get up at the front and stay there. We’re
definitely getting closer, so I’m very optimistic and happy with the job the crew has done. We
had a very difficult month, but we’re getting there.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, sixth-fastest
driver): “We just had a few laps to try and get a feel for the car. The Team 7-Eleven car feels
pretty balanced, although I think we can probably get it a little better still. I don’t think that
anyone can run the big speeds we are seeing without some help, and we’ve been able to run by
ourselves enough that we have a pretty good idea of what we’re capable of running.”
*** MORE DRIVER QUOTES TO FOLLOW ***
(More)
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Selected quotes from the press conference with Brian Barnhart and Joie Chitwood.
BRIAN BARNHART (President and COO, Indy Racing League): "Well, we really
tried to keep all options open and balance all kinds of factors before making a decision. It kind of
goes back to we have four scheduled days of qualifying, and we are going to stick to those four
scheduled days. We've lost the first two to inclement weather. Our original plan under the new
format called for 33 cars to be in the field by the conclusion of the third day, so we are going to
stick to that plan, and we'll do positions one through 33 on Saturday as Joie mentioned. Sunday
will remain as Bump Day, bumping the slowest cars in the field." (About possibly of qualifying
Monday and Tuesday): "There were a number of factors. When I've talked before about trying to
keep options open, it includes trying to do what is best for the fans. They are obviously most
important. It is difficult for fans to be here on Monday and Tuesday when the original schedule
called for the track to be closed. And both from the (Indianapolis Motor) Speedway standpoint
and from a League standpoint, we face staffing issues. You take the competitors into
consideration. You certainly take the weather forecast into consideration, and tomorrow's forecast
isn't much better than what we've been unfortunately experiencing the last three or four days.
There were a number of factors involved in that (decision), but I think as I said earlier, it just kind
of goes down to we we had four original days of qualifying. We've lost the first two, and we'll
stick to the third and fourth and the plan of doing 33 by the end of the day." (About the qualifying
format): "I think the potential of this format is really exciting. I think even more so this year than
last year with the parity we have in competition with Honda as the sole engine supplier and the
leveled playing field of competition that we have as the shortened week of practice even
demonstrated. We had 22 or 23 cars that are really in the hunt going for 11 spots. With three
attempts per day out of those cars, I think we were really setting ourselves up for an exciting day.
Two years in a row we haven't been able to experience that, but that's fine. That's one of those
things you can't be too unhappy about. You don't control it, and you can't control you. You take
the situation as it's dealt to you and make decisions moving forward based on what's in the best
interest for everybody." (How much time do the drivers need on the track?): “We’ll have to deal
with it when it comes about. I think (weather forecasters) are far enough out that I don’t feel real
comfortable that they are able to predict that far in advance. At least I’m hoping not, because the
forecast is not very good. But track time is important. I think the guys running the first week are
in pretty good shape. Some of the second week runners have had time in the ROP. Thiago
Medeiros ran in that session. Some of the guys did refreshers as well. Larry Foyt ran one day as
well. Track time is vital and important to them. It puts a little bit of a burden on them now that
they need to mix and balance full tank runs and race preparation with qualification preparation.
You will be jockeying for all 33 spots, keep an eye on the weather forecast, which adds another
dimension that will make it just that much more challenging for them.”

(More)
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JOIE CHITWOOD (President and COO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway): (About
staffing issues): "Needless to say, there are a lot of people involved. For us to staff up and to do it
properly, I'm not sure that was really a good choice for us. From a technical standpoint and
observers, there are a lot of folks who need to be involved to make this show run properly, and
we certainly didn't want to go into tomorrow unprepared for what could be a good qualifying
show. I think we want to make sure we keep that intact, being prepared for a good event. I'm not
sure we could have done that properly by tomorrow." (About changes to Indy 500 format):
“Some of the changes we made we actually got to see in action last year with Miller Lite
Carburetion Day being moved to Friday and how successful that was in terms of energy. It was
nice to see some things work last year. I think we'd just like to see this (new qualifying format) in
action. We always talk about the run for the pole. I think that's great, but with the format of one
through 11, I think there's two things going on there. It's not just the pole, it's that 11th position.
Looking at time sheets this past week, I thought the competition for the 11th spot was going to be
as competitive as I've ever seen." (About not running on Monday or Tuesday): “To be honest not
running on Monday or Tuesday was only a couple of years old. We’ve traditionally run every day
whether it was qualifying or practice. It’s trying to balance a lot of different needs. Looking at
trying to put on a good show, what it takes for us to do that, and to be honest the forecast for us
tomorrow isn’t very promising. Balancing out the ability to put on a good show, weather forecast
looks the same as today. There is no decision that is ever easy here at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. There are so many things to consider. But I think Brian and I spent a lot of time
talking about options and really agreeing to what is really best for everyone. “
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (Cont.)
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fastest driver of the day): “From a strategic standpoint, the engineers really have to manage the
time we do on track properly because we’re allowed one engine that’s allowed to do 1,200 miles
up until Carb Day. We will be considering how exactly we utilize that time and I think the
weather still going to continue to play a part. That’s unfortunately how Indianapolis is during the
month of May. The good thing is that it’ll be exciting for the pole and the race will be very good.
The thing you’ve got to remember that people remember the race winner for life here. They
remember the pole winner for as long as the guy’s on pole, until the race starts. The biggest thing
is with qualifying being pushed back a whole week, you’ve got to focus on the race car. That’s all
that counts. Maybe Friday afternoon, you can switch and you can run your qualifying car which
will be your race car but you’ve really got to focus on the race, because like I said, that’s what
really counts.” (About extra time being a benefit or disadvantage): “I don’t think it changes
anything for us. It’s the same for everybody at the end of the day. I think we’ve had a very fast
car all month, although the way we’ve gone about qualifying differs from Penske. I think it’ll be
race for the pole.”

(More)
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SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
second-fastest driver of the day): “The Marlboro Team Penske car is handling very well, and
we're happy with our times when we're running by ourselves. Today we just started to get the car
trimmed out, and we feel confident that when we finally do qualify we'll be able to get it done.
We had a bit of a tow on that last lap, but I think the conditions today were the best that we've
had. Very little wind, cool temperatures, the track was actually dry so we could actually go out
and drive on it. I knew there were going to be some big speeds put up today, and we're really
excited about qualifying. Obviously, we're going to have to wait another six days, but we'll see
what happens. (About qualifying moving to next weekend): “I think the extra time is going to
help everyone else catch up to us a little bit, but as far as us, we're going to work on race setup.
The race is what we're here to win, it's not qualifying. So we'll just continue to move forward and
see what happens.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
third-fastest driver of the day): “We were able to get about 10 minutes of track time today,
which allowed us to show a little bit of speed. The weather and track conditions were very
favorable because there wasn’t much wind before the rains came. Overall, I was feeling really
good in the car. Since it’s Mother’s Day, it’s only fitting that Mother Nature came into play.”
MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 1 Jim Beam/Vonage Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 11thfastest driver): “It's a bummer. I actually would have loved to have done it today. The conditions
were so perfect. It would have been one of those days where you didn't have to guess about gears
because of the wind and all that. The Jim Beam/Vonage car was good. I think we could have run
in the 224s for an average. The car was consistent, and I had no real tows out there. I think
everybody else had big tows. I think we could have put it in the top 10, and I would have been
happy with that."
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fourth-fastest driver): The weather conditions were better. You know, it's cool. The engine
definitely picks up more speed, and the car has more downforce with no wind. I think that's the
difference from the other day. The temperature conditions are similar to the other day, but it's
nice to not have the wind out there. (About move of qualifying to next weekend): “I think
everybody's pretty much got the car they've got now, so it's not like the speeds are going to
change between the teams with the split that we already have. It's just a shame that it couldn't play
out through the typical scenario that they've been trying to do for the last couple of years.”
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone, ninth-fastest driver): “We
basically worked on race setup at the beginning of last week and were all ready to start going into
qualifying mode when the rains came Wednesday night. Of course, I haven’t been out since then
so I was anxious to see how comfortable the car was. JD (John Dick, race engineer) and the guys
did a great job. Right away, the car felt really comfortable and we ran some good times. I think
we could take it even another step further but the rains came. At least we got the first step out of
the way, and I feel like we will get faster and faster.”
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KOSUKE MATSUURA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 15thfastest driver): “For the start of the session, we trimmed out a lot on the car for qualifying. The
car had a little bit of push. We made some changes, and the car was getting better and better. At
the end, in the last two to three minutes, we took off everything and – although I wasn’t able to
make a complete lap because of the checkered flag – through Turns One, Two and the back
straight, the car felt a lot different. We gained a lot of speed from our previous outing. I think I
will be able to make over 225 mph in qualifying easy. Hopefully, the weather will let us get some
more practice time in this week before qualifying next Saturday. We want to have a perfect day in
front of a lot of fans for qualifying and maybe that will happen next weekend. I want to be able to
show 100% of my performance.”
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent Panoz/Honda/
Firestone, 18th-fastest): “This kind of thing comes with the territory. I don’t think it is that
frustrating. You can’t predict Mother Nature. I think the stat I saw is that they have had some
kind of rain on Pole Day for the last five years. We don’t have the fastest car, but we do have a
good race setup. Today was good for us to run and learn things. I am pleased with our setup now.
I know we don’t look that good on the speed charts, but I feel that we have found some things
that will help in qualifying and the race. The laps today were quite in encouraging for our Argent
team. I think Danica (Patrick) and Jeff (Simmons) also were pleased with the gains we made. We
know we are behind on the charts but we have won this race before, and this team knows what to
do. I am confident that we can get the car in very shape for the race, and that’s what is
important.”
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol Panoz/Honda/
Firestone, 19th-fastest): “The weather is a little frustrating, but overall we are pleased that we
were able to run today. I think all of us – Buddy (Rice), Danica (Patrick) and myself – are happier
with cars even with the limited time on the track. I think you see there are a lot more smiles
around our garage now than earlier in the week. We learned some things today that will help us
for next week’s qualifying and the race. We had higher expectations coming into the month, and
now we are working more on the race setup than qualifying. We feel that we won’t go for pole.
That is just out of reach. I thought we would have a lot more laps in the car at this time, and I
think all of the teams thought that. Coming into the week, we had a strict plan since we only had
1,200 miles on the engine. That is not an issue. We have stacks of tires and miles to burn on the
engine, so I hope we can get some more laps in this week. For Team Ethanol, we are more
focused on the race, and we’ll see how qualifying goes next weekend. The last two days we
didn’t think we would run at all, and today it was nice to get a few laps in. We learned that our
cars have improved.”

(More)
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LARRY CURRY (Team Manager, Vision Racing): (About the team this month):
“Everyone at Vision Racing has been working really hard. From all of the mechanics and the
engineering department headed up by David Cripps, we are very pleased with the results we’ve
had not only today, but from the start of the month as well. All of the drivers went out and were
comfortable straight away. I can’t say enough about their commitment to this team as well as the
mechanics. Coming out of the first two races and a test, then packing up and going to Japan, now
coming here and adding a car, it’s been an outstanding effort on everyone’s part.” (About the
rain): “You come in with a particular game plan. This week, for us, was all about qualifying, and
the idea that this weekend we would be qualified and next week we could work on race setup. Is
it frustrating for us that we can’t qualify? Sure it is. It’s not only frustrating for us, but also for the
fans that come out to watch all of the drama unfold. It’s the same for everybody though. We have
to go back and think about it a little bit tonight and put together a plan for the next few days when
the track reopens on Wednesday, and for when qualifying comes next weekend.” (About the
team’s progress from last year): “When we started this last year it’s not like we didn’t know what
we needed to do. On the same token, I took the job on Jan. 30, and we had to be in Homestead on
Feb. 28 (2005), and we had to be ready with a car for Ed (Carpenter) and a (Indy) Pro Series car
as well. The team never had any Pro Series equipment, so we had to get that and we had to put all
of the people together. Our goal last year was to put a reliable product on the racetrack and make
it as competitive as we thought we could make it. We had our eye on this year as far as where we
needed to make improvements and the people that we needed to put in place in the off-season.
We were able to put that together and have a quick test in Phoenix for Honda. Both Tomas
(Scheckter) and Ed (Carpenter) ran the same car and were very successful. The other part of this
is when you go from a staff of 12 to a staff of 30-plus, the challenge is to gel the different
personalities together. I think all of those things are coming together, and the more we run we’re
starting to draw the best out of everyone.”
ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, seventh-fastest
driver): “(About posting his fastest time of the month, seventh-fast overall) "I had a little help on
that lap. I think I was getting a little tow off of (Tony Kanaan). We had a good day whether we
had a tow or not. The car's been good since we unloaded. We really hadn't trimmed all the way
out until today. We had known all along that our cars have been good. They've been driving
really well. It was just a matter of time, trimming out, we knew the speed was going to be there
when we needed it. I really wish we could have gotten the qualifying in today. I feel like the
longer the month goes on, the longer we wait to qualify, it gives some of the other teams who
may not have hit their setup right yet, it gives them a little more time to catch up. I'm sure we'll
make some more gains by then as well. I'm just really happy with the whole effort, and things are
going really well for the team." (About being more competitive this season) "Having the right
package and getting the right people and everything else. The stars have to be aligned. It doesn't
matter how good you are if you don't have the right package. I've got a lot of confidence in the
team and all the people around me, so I think that's why things are starting to look better. I feel
the same that I've always felt, and not much as changed as far as I'm concerned from my end."
(More)
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TOWNSEND BELL (No. 90 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 13th-fastest
driver): “It's been a good month. Kind of a series of starts and stops, I suppose. I mean ever since
the first day we've had a bit of an issue. We ran on the second day and with the weather, starting
and stopping. It's kind of fun, though. This race, Indianapolis, is all about drama and tension and
unpredictability and weird things happening. As a fan, or just watching from a distance, it seems
like we might be in the middle of some uncertainty and unpredictability. It's kind of cool, I think
it just adds to the flavor. The cars are great, we unloaded really well. We had a good four or five
runs without any help.” (About Rock & Republic sponsorship): “Some friends of mine from L.A.,
we introduced them to the team a few weeks ago and here we are, we've got our new suits on and
everybody's wearing the jeans, and we're having a good time. It's kind of nice to have a partner
like that come in, you know a little more in tune with what it's like to kind of hang out casually
and not be so uptight as a big corporate sponsor, so I like having them on board.” (About practice
time): “I think it helps me get closer to the rest of the experienced guys. I've raced a lot of the
guys in the field before, but they have a lot more experience around here than I do. Getting
around here by yourself is one thing, but getting around in the race is completely different, so
that's the part that I can't really catch up on until I go do it. I still don't feel like I have a lot of
laps. I think it's a lot less than we would have expected at this point. But, yeah, relatively
speaking to the rest of the field, I think we're doing OK.”
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 2 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 13th-fastest
driver): “Things are great. I mean, the team, I really have to take my hat off to them. They've
done a great job and given us three great cars. The team has come a long way, and I think there is
a lot of chemistry between us now in such a short period of time. With me, Ed and definitely
Townsend coming along and I think this team has just gone from one level to the next and
everyday keeps improving. The cars are good and we look forward to qualifying.” (About
frustration with the rain): “For me it's most frustrating being out there ready to qualify, we get
almost two full practices in and it pours down. If it pours down from the beginning, it's one thing,
but as a driver, you get mentally prepared on what you have to do and get really focused, get out
there and do some times, and then get all rained out. But more importantly, it's frustrating for the
fans, but we've got a good car and we want to get it on the track and be ready to go.”(About
differences in Chevy and Honda power): “There are some differences. The Chevy was good in
one area and the Honda is good in a different area. With the powerband, the Honda is very good
when you get up to speed and have been really reliable so far. It's hard to tell though, from one
year to the next and each team and everything. The one thing I do notice is just the power band.
The Chevy sort of liked it when you were right on the limiter all the time and the Honda doesn't
like that too much.”
***
As a reminder, the IRL teleconference will be held at 2 p.m. on Tuesday. Guests will be
announced shortly. Please check the www.indycar.com/media website for more information.
***
***END DAY 8 NOTES***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11:59 a.m.
Honorary Starter: Eddie Gill, Indiana Pacers guard
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1976, Janet Guthrie passed her Indianapolis 500 rookie test. On this day in
1992, 10 former 500 winners qualified for the field for the 76th Running of the Indianapolis 500,
the most in the history of the 500 Mile Race.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
TIM CINDRIC (President, Penske Performance, Inc./native of Indianapolis): “My
father tried to win the race all his life, and after 2001 I felt like I left there a made man. The thing
that made it even more unique was that it was the first time Roger was back since missing the
race in '95. There was the pressure of that, and then to do something at Indianapolis that Roger
had never done before which was finishing 1-2. For me to be part of that was something cool."

***
Did you know?: In 1935, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway became the first track in the
world to install safety warning lights and the 1935 race was the first event to make helmets
mandatory in motor racing.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $15,000 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
Date
May 10
May 11

Driver
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
***
Larry Foyt, who will attempt to make his third start in the Indianapolis 500, will be
testing a Dallara chassis today.
Foyt began his month May 8 when he took his refresher test in the A.J. Foyt Racing
Honda-powered Panoz. Team owner A.J. Foyt said he will determine which car his son will drive
in the 500 by Friday.
LARRY FOYT (No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The Panoz is a
great car and I felt very comfortable in it, but it appears the Dallaras are faster this year.”
***
The following cars will be allowed to take the track for 30 minutes beginning at 11:45
a.m.: #97 Gregoire, #18 Medeiros, #41 Foyt, #88 Dare, #21 J. Lazier, #61 Luyendyk Jr.
(More)
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Cody Unser wants everyone to stand on the gas. The daughter of two-time Indy 500
winner Al Unser Jr. and granddaughter of four-time winner Al Unser gave that message to
approximately 250 people who attended the Salvation Army Women's Auxiliary's first annual
Spring Luncheon Tuesday at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Indianapolis. Cody's father and
grandfather were in attendance at the luncheon, where she received a key to the city from emcee
Bob Jenkins on behalf of Mayor Bart Peterson. Unser, 19, hasn't let being paralyzed since the age
of 12 stop her from living an active and successful life. She suffers from transverse myelitis, a
neurological syndrome caused by spinal cord inflammation. She has not let this get in the way of
her achieving her goals such as scuba diving, attending college, and helping not-for-profit groups
like her own Cody Unser First Step Foundation and the Salvation Army.
CODY UNSER: "Humor is the best medicine. In racing they have a saying that you
should 'Stand on the gas!' We should all stand on the gas in life too and live it to the fullest every
day. Even though my body is paralyzed, my voice is not. Remind yourself that it's all good."
***
Indiana Pacers guard Eddie Gill, who will serve as today’s honorary starter, rode in the
Indy Racing Experience 2-seater today.
EDDIE GILL (Indiana Pacers): “It was amazing, simply amazing. The corners are
what really get you. Going into those corners, as close as you are to the wall, I can't imagine
being out there with 20 other cars, they're all on top of you, it must be crazy." (Do you think
you're going to give up basketball for driving?): “No, not at all. I'll stick to (Interstate) 465.”
***
To celebrate the month of May, Best Buddies Indiana is teaming up with two-time
IndyCar Series champion Panther Racing on May 25 for an exclusive pre-Carb Day event on May
25 that will benefit Best Buddies Indiana. The exclusive event, scheduled from 6-8 p.m., will
include a behind-the-scenes tour of the 35,000 square-foot Panther Racing facility, silent auction
items, door prizes, entertainment, hors d’oeuvres and a dessert buffet. Racing exhibitors, include
Honda, Firestone and Delphi. Panther’s driver, Vitor Meira, who looks to improve upon last
season’s second place finish in the Indianapolis 500, along with the Panther Pack and team
owners will be available for meet and greets. Each guest will also receive an exclusive duffel gift
bag. Adult tickets are $50 and child tickets are $20. Tickets can be purchased by contacting Sarah
Baldini at (317) 920-8683 or sarahbaldini@bestbuddies.org.
***
Rahal Letterman Racing announced May 16 that it has entered into a multi-year
partnership with Roper Whitney of Rockford, Ill. as the team’s Official Supplier of Sheet Metal
Fabricating tools.
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing): “We are pleased to begin this
partnership with Roper Whitney. Roper Whitney has been an industry leader in sheet metal
fabrication for nearly a century. These are the kind of like-minded partners that we seek here at
Rahal Letterman Racing.”

(More)
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PRACTICE REPORT:
At 11:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 72 degrees with a relative humidity of 64
percent and winds from the west at 11 mph. Skies were party cloudy. The track temperature was
96 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
11:45 a.m. – GREEN.
11:46 a.m. – #18 Medeiros is first car on track.
***
Today is the Lance Armstrong Foundation’s LIVESTRONG Day. Thousands of people
are taking part in LIVESTRONG Day events across the country to raise awareness of and bring
attention to an issue that impacts all Americans - cancer. Armstrong will drive the Pace Car for
the 90th running of the Indianapolis 500. Several drivers wear LIVESTRONG bracelets to support
their support of the Lance Armstrong Foundation.
AIRTON DARE (No. 88 OCTANE Motors/Sanitec/SSM Panoz/Honda/Firestone): "I
think it's great that Lance will be driving the Pace Car this year. I wear the yellow LIVESTRONG
bracelet most of the time. I am a big fan of his and hopefully I will get the chance to meet him
while he is here for the race."
P.J. CHESSON (No. 91 Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "Is
Lance going to wear his bike shorts while he drives the pace car? I love Lance. I watch every
single Tour de France and root him on. I used to wear the yellow (Livestrong) wrist band, but
then everyone else started doing it so I quit. My brother James (Chesson) is an even bigger fan
than I am. He has all kinds of Lance Armstrong stuff. Anything you can think of that is Lance
related, he has it. Hopefully when he comes to town I will meet him."
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Panther Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It’s going to be
really good to have him at Indy. I can’t wait to meet him.” (About getting the chance to maybe
ride with him): “Do you think I could? That would be a dream.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
"I think it's great that Lance is going to be out here on race day. I'm really excited to have him. I
just hope he's not as good at driving a car as he is on a bicycle because if he is, we could have
some competition to deal with."
***
Indy Pro Series driver Mishael Abbott is moving up – up to the spotter’s stand. For the
second consecutive season, the 24-year-old will spot for Playa Del Racing’s Jaques Lazier during
the Indianapolis 500. Last year, Abbott was stationed in Turn 3. This year, she’ll be the lead
spotter for Lazier, based in Turn 1. Abbott will drive the No. 8 Michael Crawford Motorsports
entry May 26 in the Freedom 100.
MISHAEL ABBOTT (Indy Pro Series driver/Spotter, Playa Del Racing): “I’m really
excited about spotting for Jaques again this year. It was a thrill last year, and I learned a lot
watching Jaques and past champions. That experience helped me hone my skills and become a
better driver. Being a spotter is pretty easy. I've heard it so much in my ears over the years that it
came pretty naturally to me last year. Jaques likes to hear the same stuff as me. We both don't like
a lot of chatter, just the important stuff.”
(More)
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At 1 p.m., the ambient temperature was 69 degrees with a relative humidity of 63 percent
and winds from the west at 9 mph. Skies were party cloudy. The track temperature was 109
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
1:02 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 2.
1:14 p.m. – GREEN.
2:28 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in warmup lane.
2:38 p.m. – GREEN.
3:18 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:35 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Some potential Indianapolis 500 competitors will meet 2004 Indianapolis 500 champion
Buddy Rice at 10:30 a.m. Thursday in the Rahal Letterman Racing garage at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. Phil Giebler, David Jurca and Jacob Neal from the Snap-on Stars of Karting
presented by the IRL will be guests of the Indy Racing League. The karters will be in the
Indianapolis area for the Snap-on Grand Prix presented by Bridgestone round of the Snap-on
Stars of Karting presented by the IRL. The event will take place May 19-21 at the New Castle
Motorsports Park, owned by Indianapolis 500 veteran Mark Dismore.
***
A special Limited Edition Danica Patrick T-Touch watch from Tissot will be among the
many items that will be up for auction and raffle in this year’s Silver Anniversary CARA
Charities Indy 500 Fashion Show on Thursday, May 25 at the downtown Westin Hotel.
The auction will offer the number 25-issued Tissot Danica Patrick T-Touch Limited
Edition watch, out of a series of 500 watches being produced worldwide, paying homage to the
25th anniversary of CARA Charities.
The Danica Limited Edition Tissot Watch is one of many prizes up for grabs in one of the
biggest social events of the month of May. Other items that will be available in the Indy 500
Fashion Show will include a 50-inch Panasonic Plasma TV and home theater system paired with
a hand-crocheted afghan with 500 black and white squares, made and donated by CARA member
Chris Spannuth. One of Indianapolis’ top restaurants, 14 West, has donated a special lunch for 25
people with CARA founder and this year’s honorary chairperson Betty Rutherford.
Portions of the CARA Indy 500 Fashion Show go to the CARA/Shirley Bettenhausen
Children’s Fund at Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. The 25th annual fashion affair will open
with a social hour at 11 a.m., followed by a noon luncheon. The unique fashion show is scheduled
to begin at 1 p.m.
VICKI FAIVRE (president, CARA Charities): “We are thrilled with the variety of items
that will be available to our attendees for the Silver Anniversary CARA Charities Indy 500
Fashion Show. We want to thank Tissot, Panasonic, 14 West Restaurant, Kirles Jewelers and
many others for their kind contributions for this year’s show. Each year, we have nearly 1,000
attendees who come to view the great fashions displayed by the Indy 500 drivers, their families
and many celebrities. And the prizes always make for exciting bids.”
(More)
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At 3:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 72 degrees with a relative humidity of 51
percent and winds from the west at 15 mph. Skies were party cloudy. The track temperature was
122 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
4:26 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain reported over the Speedway.
4:38 p.m. – CHECKERED. Heavy rain has canceled the rest of today’s activity. Thirtyone drivers turned 1,496 laps today.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
1
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
2
3T
Helio Castroneves
3
8
Scott Sharp
4
15T
Buddy Rice
5
10T
Dan Wheldon
6
90
Townsend Bell
7
11
Tony Kanaan
8
9T
Scott Dixon
9
27
Dario Franchitti
10
2
Tomas Scheckter

C/E/T
Speed
D/H/F
224.381 mph
D/H/F
223.392 mph
D/H/F
223.293 mph
D/H/F
222.895 mph
D/H/F
222.615 mph
D/H/F
222.511 mph
D/H/F
222.488 mph
D/H/F
222.227 mph
D/H/F
222.084 mph
D/H/F
221.815 mph
***
A total of 48 cars are at the Speedway. Thirty-eight have passed technical inspection.
Thirty-two drivers have been on the track to date and have turned a total of 4,723 laps this month.
A total of 77 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical Center. There
were four cautions today for a total of 49 minutes.
***
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
DARIO FRANCHITTI (No. 27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club
Dallara/Honda/Firestone, ninth-fastest driver): “It was time to go to a race setup for the Klein
Tools/Canadian Club boys, and it was probably a good idea since the weather came in pretty
quickly. If we get a couple more hours of this (rain), we’re going to be in trouble. Every chance
we get, we’ve got to focus on the race and work on our setup. I don’t think we’ve got the time to
make any inroads in the qualifying setup.”
BRYAN HERTA (No. 7 XM Satellite Radio Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 16th-fastest
driver): “The XM Satellite Radio team was working on race setup today, and judging by the
speeds, I’d say that almost everybody was doing the same. I’d have to say right now that we’ve
got a little more work to do. We’re going to have to get this part right before we go and think
about the qualifying setup. Hopefully, we learned some things that we can carry over into the
qualifying setup, but the key right now is to get a comfortable car that we feel can do the job for
500 miles.”
(More)
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SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fastest driver of the day): “It's a pretty neat feeling going out there and being quick again today.
I didn't get a whole lot of practice time today, so we're really thankful for what we got. We're
working on the car, making it consistent for the race. We feel pretty comfortable right now, and
hopefully it will continue that way. We were working on race setup today. We're pretty happy
with where we're at as far as that goes. The big thing for us is to continue working on the
consistency a little bit more than speed. Making the car handle well over 30 laps is the next chore
for us."
DANICA PATRICK (No. 16 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone, 20th-fastest driver): “It was a tough day in the Argent Mortgage
Honda. My engineer Ray (Leto) and I looked at all aspects of the car and put it all back together.
With the advances my teammates made, I feel like we are headed in the right direction."
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone, third-fastest driver):
“We've just been carrying on, working on our race setup, pretty much like we've done since we
got here. I think most everybody is doing that. It's nice to get back out on the track. For us, every
amount of laps that we can get is a big advantage just to learn more about the Dallara chassis.
These guys, whether it's Penske or Andretti Green, they've been running Dallara for quite a while.
For us, it's just being able to try new things and find new things. Today was pretty good for us,
finding a few things that worked really well, and it seems like we moved our race setup along, got
to run a little bit in traffic. No real big deal, just continuing along our plan."
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fifth-fastest): “We worked on race setup today. It’s the first time this month that we’ve run our
Target cars on full fuel and with race downforce. It’s not quite where I’d like it yet. The Target
team got enough work in today for a reasonable place to start before we were interrupted by the
rain, but we got enough data that we’ll look through it tonight, and by the time we hit the track
again tomorrow I’m sure we’ll have made significant improvements.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
second-fastest driver of the day): “We worked on our race setup all day, and I think everything
went according to plan. The most challenging part of the afternoon was that the track was really
green because of all of the rain during the past few days, so we really had to make sure that
everything was in order with the car. We were able to get out and run a lot of laps with other
drivers to find out how the Marlboro Team Penske car handles in traffic. I’m happy that we had
good weather for a change, and if it’s like this on race day, I think we’re going to be in good
shape.”

(More)
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BUDDY RICE (No. 16 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone, fourth-fastest driver): “It felt good to get back out on the track. We
learned some things on Sunday afternoon, and we used them today. I think the car feels better
with a little heat on the track, but overall, I believe we have a very good race car. I think we can
make the first three rows and be ready to race up front. There is no doubt that we have been a
little slower than we would like early on this month. But today we showed more speed, and I
think we can do that each day leading up to qualifying. I have been in the pole before, and that is
a great feeling. But I am here to win the race. That is the No. 15 Argent Honda team’s goal.”

JEFF SIMMONS (No. 16 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone, 11th-fastest driver): “It was nice to be back in the car. I think
there were a lot of drivers getting a little anxious to drive on the track. I know that it has
been nearly a week since we had more than 30 minutes in the car. So today we went back
to the team’s plan of setting up the car. It was good to be out there with other cars and
learn how the traffic will set for the race. With a few more days on the track, our Team
Ethanol crew will be able to get more information on the various track conditions. We
want to be as prepared as possible.”
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, seventh-fastest
of the day): “After all the bad weather we’ve had, we got to run until 5 p.m. today, so I’d call it a
‘longer’ day. I think the Team 7-Eleven car is still a little behind, and we have some work yet to
do. But I’m a little happier now than I was at the beginning of the day, and I think we’re moving
in the right direction.”
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
eighth-fastest): “It was a bit of a rough start this morning, but we improved the race setup of the
Target car quite a bit throughout the day. We had a good long run with Dan (Wheldon) at the end
there and things were looking pretty good. We just need to get in more runs tomorrow, because
Friday we’ll be going back to concentrating on getting the pole.”
AIRTON DARE (No. 88 OCTANE Motors/Sanitec/SSM Panoz/Honda/Firestone):
“It feels good. The car is pretty good. It handles pretty good. I wish we could have done more
laps today and all the way through Sunday. I need those laps, since I've been out since 2003. And
in 2003 I only ran Indy, so basically I've been out since the end of 2002. I need some laps to get
my confidence back. We had a really big problem today, it was a little problem, but it actually
caused a big problem. In the beginning of the session, when the IRL allowed the guys who had
never run to run for half an hour, we had a problem with the car, and we couldn't go out on the
track. We fixed it quick and then we got out, but once we got out on the track, everybody was out.
Once, I got out on the track, I was running 180 (mph) and everyone else was running 220. We
wasted 25-30 laps just letting people by because we didn't want to be in anybody's way. We ran
41 laps, which is a lot, but really we ran 15, 20 good laps. Really, if we had those 41 laps, we'd be
in a lot better shape right now.”
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THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It felt pretty
good. We went out twice, the first time we were trying to get comfortable. When I got
comfortable in the car, we made some changes and came back out, and then everything was good.
The car handled well. We brought the car back in, made some changes, and we tried to go back
out but it began to rain. We are comfortable the way it is right now, we know where we're going
and where we can find some speed.”
JEFF BUCKNUM (No. 92 Life Fitness Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Our goal today
was to take this car out. It's brand new. The guys just finished building it over the last week. They
finished it today. Our run was more of an installation run, but it felt so good we just started to
push it a little bit. We found some little imbalances, but that's the only issues. The car's perfect, a
testament to the guys here at Hemelgarn. The car is rock solid, and now we have a base line to go
off of.”
JAQUES LAZIER (No. 21 VIDEOPOKER.COM Panoz/Honda/Firestone):
“Overall, it was a successful practice for the Playa Del Racing team. We were just out there today
to get a baseline on the car and to figure out how close it was to last year’s car. I think we’ve got
a strong package and team for this year’s race. I would have loved to have gone out for one more
session of practice today, but unfortunately the rain came. It was a good first day and a good 21
laps although only 10 were at speed. I’m happy with our progress today. I think we’ll be right
where we need to be. The car had a slight imbalance, but we made some changes in the garage,
and I was looking forward to the next session to see how they affected the car. Overall, though,
the car is balanced and is easily drivable.”
JON HERB (No. 12 Playa Del Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “I only ran 204 (mph)
just trying to be comfortable with the car, but I’m not to the point of comfort yet as the car was
pushing a bit. The way I was driving the track put us right at 202-204 (mph), rather than 206-208,
which is what we were trying for today. The gears were a little off, so we went back into the
garage to change them and only got one lap in before the rain. The car was moving around a bit in
the wind, and had a push off of the corner, so we added some wing to balance it out a bit. I was
trying to be conscious of the other drivers in traffic yet get up to speed myself. We’ll take a fresh
approach to the next practice and hope to get up to speed then.”
STEPHAN GREGOIRE (No. 97 Effen Vodka Team Leader Special
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It was a very special day for me. To be back at the Speedway, I was
very nervous to come back at that level when you haven't been there for five years. But really, I
knew I had a good car because it comes from Fernandez Racing. I have a good person taking care
of it, Greg Beck, but still it's a lot of pressure. It's not easy to go fast. Really the first day went
very well. The car was responsive, and we were able to communicate on the setup. I can say it
was a good day today. We did 215. We still have some speed left. Probably like 218, and I knew
that 218 would have made me extremely happy for the first day. I think we had it in the car, but it
was raining, so we couldn't try. I don't want to be too greedy. It's perfect. I'm really happy for the
first day.”

DAY 9 – Wednesday, May 17, 2006
Page 9
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It was
nice to be in the car after such a long break since the rookie test. It was good to get going, and we
made a lot of improvements on the car. I think the biggest thing for me today was learning how to
cope with the wind out there. At the end there, it got really windy, and that really affects the car,
especially when you've got a lot of downforce. We went over that hurdle, and hopefully
tomorrow, we will be a little bit better as far as the conditions are concerned.” (About last week's
weather helping the team): “If we get track time tomorrow and Friday, then it kind of levels the
playing field more, but as far as the disadvantages, there are a lot of cars on the track, so when
you come out, some guys are leaving the pits. Some guys are coming in so you have to constantly
be checking your mirrors, and that's a little bit distracting, but hopefully, we'll get another couple
of days of running in here and get the car up to speed for Saturday.”

THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starter: Blaine Larsen, country music recording artist
IndyCar Series Practice
Track Closes
*** END DAY 9 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
9 a.m.
Public Gates Open
11:59 a.m.
Honorary Starter: Blaine Larsen, country music recording artist
Noon-6 p.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1968, Joe Leonard, driving the No. 60 STP Turbine established one- and
four-lap track records as he grabbed the pole for the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race with an average
speed of 171.559 mph. Leonard broke the previous record which his teammate Graham Hill set in
car No. 70 earlier in the day.
***
th
In celebration of the 90 Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
MICHAEL ANDRETTI (Co-owner, Andretti Green Racing/No. 1 Jim
Beam/Vonage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Most of my memorable moments of the “500” are
bad. But in 1991, I had my best and worst moment at the Speedway in about one minute. I took
the lead over Rick Mears late, and I thought I had won the race. But the next lap, he took it away
from me. It went from a big high to a big low."

***
Did you know?: Thirty-four (34) different car numbers have won the Indianapolis 500.
The winningest number in the history of the Indianapolis 500 is the No. 3. Helio Castroneves, the
last driver to win with the number, in 2002, will use the number again in this year’s Indianapolis
500.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $15,000 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
Date
May 10
May 11
May 17

Driver
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
224.381 mph
***
ESPN will televise the final hour of qualifying at 5 p.m. (EDT) Saturday and has three
hours of coverage beginning at 7 p.m. (EDT). Complete coverage of The Run for the WorldPoints
Visa Card Pole on Coca-Cola Throwback Day will be carried on www.espn360.com from noon 6 p.m. on Saturday. The IMS Radio Network will broadcast qualifying from noon – 1 p.m. (EDT)
and 5 – 6 p.m. (EDT) on Saturday. The complete radio network broadcast also will be carried on
www.indycar.com.
(More)
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Rain showers have delayed the start of today’s track activity. At 1:58 p.m., track drying
began for the third time today.
***
Buddy Rice says the Snap-on Stars of Karting presented by the Indy Racing League is the
perfect vehicle for youngsters aspiring to reach the IndyCar Series and compete in the
Indianapolis 500. The 2004 Indianapolis 500 champion gave several top drivers, representing
various divisions, a tour of his No. 15 Argent Mortgage Panoz/Honda/Firestone in the Rahal
Letterman Racing garage at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Also visiting with Spencer Pigot
(Cadet class), Kyle Wiegand (Cytomax ICC), Wesley Boswell (Cytomax ICC), David Jurca
(Cytomax ICC shifter), Jacob Neal (JICA), and Brett Smrz (JICA) was 1986 Indianapolis 500
champion and Rahal Letterman Racing co-owner Bobby Rahal, and Andretti Green Racing driver
Bryan Herta.
The Snap-on Stars of Karting series opens the East division schedule May 19-21 at New
Castle (Ind.) Motorsports Park, owned by former IndyCar Series driver Mark Dismore. A total of
185 drivers are entered in the Snap-on Grand Prix, which will be broadcast on Speed Channel at a
later date.
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “The Stars of Karting program is really important to me. I think it
does a good job of keeping racing here in the United States and allows these kids to have a place
to run. I own a go-kart shop at home so that kids from Phoenix and the West Coast have a shop to
come to. Many of them need a place to hone their skills and hopefully make it to the IRL
someday.”
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing; Co-owner Stars of Karting):
“It’s important to remember two things as you progress in your racing careers. You must always
be professional and always work hard no matter what it is that you’re doing.”
BRYAN HERTA (No. 7 XM Satellite Radio Dallara/Honda/Firestone; Co-founder,
Stars of Karting): “Stars of Karting began with a four-race schedule. The sponsorship help of
Snap-on and the Indy Racing League have grown this series into a huge success. I look forward to
watching it continue to grow as it has been every year since it was started. Looking forward, I
hope to get the communities more involved in the areas where we run our races and hopefully
schedule some kind of year end celebration for these kids.”
***
NHRA Funny Car drivers Jim Head and Gary Scelzi visited the track today. The drivers
spent time visiting with IRL officials, including Head’s son, Chad, who serves as director of
operations for the IRL, and in the Target Chip Ganassi garage.

(More)
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Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Unser is at the track today.
BOBBY UNSER (Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner): “Obviously, my number-one
favorite has to be winning it in ’68, and of course, winning it three times, that would be my
second. But there's never one to equal your first, that's for sure. That being said, you have to
know that I've got thousands of memories from around here, I mean thousands. I don't know how
you'd say which one's the best. I used to live back here all summer even, keeping a house. I used
to keep a house back here year round, even though I live in Albuquerque (N.M.). Indianapolis
was a home to me. That's the best way to word it. And it was because of the racetrack. I did
practically all of my racing right out of here during the years.” (What will this year's rain do to
qualification attempts and the race?): “There’s been a little bit of practice, but not enough. The
track has been clean all of the time because of the rain, and ironically that's a good thing. It has
been cool because of the rain, so I think the track is going to be real fast. If we get a qualification
day in without rain, I think you're going to see a real fast track. You may not see all the cars go
screaming fast, but you're going to see the top ones, the ones that are ready anyway, they're going
to be really fast.” (Have you ever seen anything like this with the rain?): “Not during the month.
This is the worst that I can remember during the month. We've had rain or big problems when it
comes up to the Race Day, and the race has been postponed. That's terrible for a driver to go
through. And the mechanics, the whole team. But right now, it's early in the month. Just imagine
if you're a team right now and you've got changes in the car you'd like to go try it out. Even if
you've only got five laps, they have things they'd like to try so they can say yes or no to that
particular item and go on to another item to try, and they just can't do that now because of the
rain. And that really hurts them bad. When you get too much rain like this, it starts tapping into
their heads. And the drivers start getting nervous because they can't get out and try what they're
supposed to be doing. And again the mechanics can't try the things they want. So it's a mess, it's
generally a mess on everybody.” (If you could offer one tip for this year's drivers, what would it
be?) “Well, there wouldn't be one tip. That would be unfair. There isn't one thing that will ever
make this race. It's the biggest, hardest race on earth. There's not any one tip that could help
anyone."

(More)

DAY 10 – Thursday, May 18, 2006
Page 4
At 3:45 p.m. the ambient temperature was 59 degrees with a relative humidity of 60
percent and winds from the north at 15 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature
was 85 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
3:45 p.m. – GREEN. Practice begins after a delay of 3 hours and 45 minutes. #3T
Castroneves is first on track.
3:55 p.m. – YELLOW. #61 Luyendyk does a quarter-spin to the left and makes
moderate contact with the outside retaining wall in the short chute between Turns 1 and 2. Car
then does a full spin to the right and makes secondary contact with the outside retaining wall with
the left rear. There is heavy damage to the left rear of the car. Luyendyk climbs from the car
without assistance from the Delphi IRL Safety Team.
4:12 p.m. – GREEN.
4:16 p.m. – #52 Papis on track for the first time this month.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway senior
director of medical services: Arie Luyendyk Jr., has been checked and released from Clarian
Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It was
our first lap out. We came out of the pits, went through Turn 3 and 4, everything felt great. By the
time I got to Turn 1, I wasn't even up to speed yet. I don't feel like I drove it into (Turn) 1 very
hard. I couldn't have been going faster than 180. I tried to save it and stay out of the wall, but we
made contact. It's a shame. We need the laps more than anyone else out there."
***
4:31 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #21 J. Lazier, who has stopped at the entrance to pit
road.
4:35 p.m. – GREEN.
***
At 4:30 p.m. the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with a relative humidity of 52
percent and winds from the northwest at 24 mph, gusting to 31 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy.
The track temperature was 90 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
5:02 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #20 Carpenter, who is stopped on course in Turn 2.
Crew reports car is out of fuel.
5:08 p.m. – GREEN.
5:23 p.m. – YELLOW. #18 Medeiros does a quarter spin and makes heavy contact with
the SAFER Barrier in Turn 1 with the left rear. Car comes to rest in the short chute between
Turns 1 and 2. There is heavy damage to the rear of the car. Medeiros climbs from the car without
assistance from the Delphi IRL Safety Team.
5:36 p.m. – GREEN.
5:38 p.m. – YELLOW. Heavy rain in Turn 4.

(More)
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The winner of the Louis Schwitzer Award will be announced at 10 a.m. Friday during a
press conference in the Trackside Conference Room.
The Louis Schwitzer Award, named after the dynamic automotive pioneer, has been
presented annually in conjunction with the Indianapolis 500 since 1967. It recognizes individuals
with the courage and conviction to explore and develop new concepts in auto racing technology.
This award is presented by the Indiana Section of Society of Automotive Engineers
(SAE). Past award recipients include Colin Chapman, Bruce McLaren, Dan Gurney, A.J. Foyt,
and Mario Illien.
Delphi received the 39th annual BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award last year for the
Delphi Earpiece Sensor System.
***
5:42 p.m. – CHECKERED. Rain has forced the cancellation the rest of today’s on-track
activity. Thirty-one drivers turned 1,050 laps today.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway senior
director of medical services: Thiago Medeiros has been checked and released from Clarian
Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “I saw Kosuke
(Matsuura) behind me, and I was waiting for him to overtake me. I thought there was enough
room below me, but I guess there wasn’t, so I moved up a little bit and lost it. I’m just
disappointed. It’s over.”
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
C/E/T
Speed
1
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
D/H/F
224.951 mph
2
3T
Helio Castroneves
D/H/F
224.437 mph
3
10T
Dan Wheldon
D/H/F
222.616 mph
4
9T
Scott Dixon
D/H/F
222.461 mph
5
8
Scott Sharp
D/H/F
222.425 mph
6
17
Jeff Simmons
P/H/F
221.716 mph
7
11
Tony Kanaan
D/H/F
221.707 mph
8
90
Townsend Bell
D/H/F
221.329 mph
9
2
Tomas Scheckter
D/H/F
221.299 mph
10
4T
Vitor Meira
D/H/F
221.180 mph
***
A total of 47 cars are at the Speedway. Forty-two have passed technical inspection.
Thirty-three drivers have been on the track to date and have turned a total of 5,773 laps this
month. A total of 77 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical Center.
There were five cautions today for a total of 40 minutes.

(More)
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POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
SAM HORNISH (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone, fastest
driver of the day): “We worked on the race setup of the Marlboro Team Penske car today, and I
think things went well. We wanted the chance to run in traffic this afternoon, which we were able
to do, and I'm happy with the way the car is handling in the pack. I was hoping to get a little more
time on the track, but the rain cut our day short. Tomorrow we'll work on the race setup, and we'll
spend the last part of the day preparing for qualifying on Saturday.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
second-fastest driver of the day): “Today was kind of a roller coaster with all of the changes in
the weather. I had my fire suit on ready to go at noon, so I was itching to get out and run when the
track finally dried out. Once we got out there, we were able to get in a lot of good laps in traffic.
Early in the session, we struggled a bit because the track was so green. By the end of the day, the
track conditions improved, and we were able to post a solid time. It’s always nice to be near the
top of the speed charts, but we were really concentrating on the race setup of the Marlboro Team
Penske car today. All in all, we were pleased with how today went, and we’re looking forward to
getting back out tomorrow.”
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone, fifth-fastest driver): “It was
good for us to get out today. Like everyone, we just carried on with working on race setup. We
made some more moves and continued on with our plan. I think we learned some more things,
and were just carrying along. That’s really what you need to do – just run laps, make changes and
get the car perfected as much as possible. The wind blew around a lot. Everyone had to deal with
it but it was pretty consistent, which was good. It is worse when it’s gusty. Certainly, you felt it
the most going down the back straightaway. It would just move the car side to side.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Panther Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 10th-fastest
driver): “Honestly, the month started for us yesterday. We had very few laps before then. I was
actually amazed by the car today. There was tons of grip, and we were still working on race setup
and trying to improve the car a little bit in traffic. I was pretty happy with it. That’s why we went
back to the garage early. It’s been a good month, so far. The rain sucks a little bit, but it’s the
same for everybody.” (About his month): “Last year, everyone asked me about being the dark
horse and how nobody mentioned me. This year, it has been the same. That’s how we approach
the 500. We do our thing and don’t try to put up any big numbers. We just do our job and know
what’s best for us. The outcome is going to be good because you know what you have. It’s not
about the numbers.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 90 Rock & Republic Dallara/Honda/Firestone, eighthfastest driver): “I think it went pretty good. The conditions were a little touch-and-go there with
the gusting wind, but it's good to run and figure out what the car's going to do in those conditions
in case that's what we race with. I think we ended up pretty decent. I was pretty happy with
everything today.”
(More)
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MAX PAPIS (No. 52 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 19th-fastest driver):
“The best thing today was getting the Sport Clip car up to speed, going fast early, getting
acquainted again with open-wheel and Indianapolis. I was pretty pleased because I worked my
speed slowly but not too slowly. Everything went according to plan. I did an installation lap the
first run just to see if I had to turn right and left, and I found out I have to turn left only. In my
head, I said I was going to go flat out on Lap 15, and I found out that I did it on Lap 12. So I was
three laps ahead of schedule in my brain. I feel confident that we are on the right track. Everyone
at Cheever Racing has been giving me the opportunity to show that I can drive fast in an openwheel car. I have a steep learning curve, of course. Nineteenth is not where you want to be, but I
think it's not a bad start. At Indianapolis, you should never say that you are comfortable, because
it's a track that can bite every second. I felt confident about what I was doing, but I'm still 80
percent of what I can do and just taking it easy. I told my engineer, Iain Watt, 'I am controlling
my emotion at the moment.' I need to do it slowly, because it takes less than a second to make a
massive mistake. My goal is first to qualify the car and being realistic with what you can do."
(About how the deal with Cheever Racing came together): "It's pretty simple. Me and Eddie
(Cheever Jr.) have a long-standing relationship. He's Italian like I am - of course an American
born in Italy, and I'm an Italian born in America. We always kept in contact. We talk about the
Grand Am car this year. He told me that he really wanted to give me an opportunity to sit in his
second car in the Indy 500 because we both felt that the only time I was here in Indy, it was not
what we wanted. We had mechanical problems. When Sport Clips came on board, everything was
a lot easier, and here we are."
JAQUES LAZIER (No. 21 VIDEOPOKER.COM Panoz/Honda/Firestone, 21stfastest driver): “I try to be frustrated, but at the same time I also smile too darn much. It's fun
being here; it's fun to watch the conditions change and fight with the track, not to mention there
were about 30 other people out there at the same time. It was pretty chaotic out there. It was fun
to go around and kind of get into some traffic. We are still pretty much in our race trim. We
haven't really had a chance to go out and really see what the car has. We're still in our infant stage
just trying to get some laps and get the car to balance where we want it. We had an electrical
gremlin. We had something between the throttle pedal and the cable, somewhere in-between there
there was some slack, or something just wasn't quite right. The throttle sensor on the engine and
the throttle pedal didn't quite equal up, and it went into fail-safe mode so I had to shut it down. It
started to go a little lean, so I just shut it down. But I still think we had a pretty good day. We
never quite got a good, clean lap. We were just kind of playing around and seeing how it felt in
traffic. We ran with Michael (Andretti) for a couple of laps, and the car felt good. I could move
around a little bit. When I got too close, the car had a tendency to want to wash out a little bit. So
that was something we needed to learn. We'll take the knowledge that we gained today, apply it
tomorrow and keep moving."

(More)
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BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone, 13th-fastest): “We had two full tanks, and I think we're fairly happy.
We just need to do a little bit more massaging, and I think we're going to be OK. I'm a little
optimistic right now. We're going to have to wait and see. Obviously, we won't know until the
end of the month, but right now we're definitely making some headway and getting close. Every
time it rains it washes everything off, but at least you've got one thing happening. Every morning
you come and run here, it's a green track, so you know what to expect and kind of how to handle
it. Hopefully we can get the No. 15 Argent car a good finish at the end of the month. I think all
that's left is qualifying and the race right now.
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol
Panoz/Honda/Firestone, sixth-fastest): “I think we're on a little different program than the rest
of the team. Buddy's car looked real good, and I know he's fairly happy with it. I'm fairly happy
with where we are, as well. We still have work to do. Once again, we just need some time on the
track. We got some of that and we learned some more today. My quick lap was a tow. For the
most part, I was trying to avoid tows, but sometimes when they're there and you're on a run, you
don't want to waste the whole run because you have to back off and then you waste the tires some
more. But we were looking decent even without tows out there. I'm fairly happy with the car.
We've got some more work to do, but we made some small gains.”
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-5 p.m.
Noon-6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starters: Greg Oden (2006 Indiana Mr. Basketball),
Mike Conley, Jack Keefer, Lawrence North High School
Pace Car Reunion (Former Official Pace Cars staged adjacent to
Hulman Boulevard, IMS infield)
IndyCar Series Practice
*** END DAY 10 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):

9 a.m.
11:59 a.m.
Noon-5 p.m.
Noon-6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Honorary Starters: Greg Oden (2006 Indiana Mr. Basketball),
Mike Conley, Jack Keefer, Lawrence North High School
Pace Car Reunion (Former Official Pace Cars staged adjacent to
Hulman Boulevard, IMS infield)
IndyCar Series Practice

Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 2002, the field for the 86th Running of the Indianapolis 500 was the fastest
in the history of the Indianapolis 500. The field average of 228.648 was faster than the previous
record set of 227.807 in 1996.
***
th
In celebration of the 90 Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
DR. JERRY PUNCH (ESPN/ABC broadcaster): “It was my first 500 as a broadcaster
on the network, and I'll never forget how much class Al Unser Jr. had coming out of the care
center after he and Emerson (Fittapaldi) touched and sent Al into the wall. He had so much
pressure on him to win the 500 because his father and uncle had won so many times there. When
I interviewed him after the crash, he said that he knew his day would come and that Emerson
would never do something like that on purpose. Under the circumstances, I thought he handled
himself with incredible class, and it was a great way for me to start my 500 career."

***
Did you know?: The most Indianapolis 500 pole positions by a single car number are 13
(Car #1). Michael Andretti will carry the number in this year’s Indianapolis 500.
***
Ethanol will present $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice days
during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” will be presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce will award $15,000 to the driver who
completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
ETHANOL FASTEST LAP WINNERS:
Date
Driver
May 10
Sam Hornish Jr.
May 11
Sam Hornish Jr.
May 17
Sam Hornish Jr.
May 18
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
224.381 mph
224.951 mph

(More)
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Penske Racing Inc. engineers Thomas German, Justin Horning and Tom Janiczek
received the 40th annual BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award this morning in a press conference
in the Trackside Conference Room for their design of a tool to quickly adjust the rear-wing angle
on an IndyCar Series car during a pit stop.
A mechanism to permit movement of the wing was designed, as well as a novel, battery
operated power tool that allows the left-rear tire changer to make the adjustment within two
seconds during a pit stop.
The tool functions much like a cordless nut driver. The device is a straight power tool,
about 15.7 inches (400 mm) long, and includes commercially available components housed in a
billet aluminum body with a carbon-fiber battery case. The device is self-contained, and the
prescribed rotation is activated upon engagement with the wing adjustor screw. The motor and
clutch are sized to deliver sufficient torque to move the wing in actual race conditions.
The Indianapolis 500 is the only event in which rear-wing angle changes are allowed by
Indy Racing League rules.
It’s the fourth time that Penske engineers or designers have won the prestigious annual
award, as the company won in 1980, 1982 and 1993 for chassis designs.
This prestigious award is sponsored by BorgWarner and presented by the Indiana Section
of SAE International in honor of early racing pioneer and past Indiana Section Chairman Louis
Schwitzer. This year, BorgWarner has doubled the winner's cash prize to $10,000.
German announced that Rose-Hulman Institute in Terre Haute, Ind., will receive a $2,000
scholarship from SAE International. The $1,000 scholarship was doubled because German is a
past participant in the Formula SAE program.
TOM GERMAN (Engineer, Penske Racing): “Penske Racing is honored to accept the
2006 Louis Schwitzer Award. This award has a long history at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
and we’re honored to accept it for the fourth time.” (About tool’s use): “We’re always looking to
make changes to the car to compensate for changes during the race. In the past, we had the same
amount of downforce at the start and finish of the race. Now we can adjust the downforce during
the race and hopefully extend our lead. This is the first race this tool will be used. Rear-wing
angle can only be changed at this race, so this tool was designed for this race.” (About legality of
tool): “We have looked at the parameters allowed by the IRL. I don’t foresee any issues there.”
(About level of adjustability provided by tool): “We can change one-half degree if we like. We
can change up to 3 degrees.” (About advantages gained by tool): “The key difference is that in the
past you would not make wing adjustments because you’d lose too much time.”
SAM HORNISH JR. (Driver, Penske Racing): “When I came to Penske Racing, you
see all of the things they do above and beyond the other teams. That’s Penske Racing. Roger
(Penske) gives you all the tools you need. And when he doesn’t give you the tools, he gives you
the people who can make the tools. It’s unbelievable to see what Penske Racing is going to come
up with next.” (Can you feel a downforce change from the rear wing?): “You can feel that
change, even coming out of the pits.”
STEVE HOLMAN (Chairman, BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award committee):
“This year’s winner may be the holy grail of downforce adjustments.”
(More)
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As part of Coca-Cola Throwback Day, three 90th Running “Shacks” will offer classic
concession items at vintage prices from 11 a.m. -2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Classic items,
such as ham sandwiches, peanuts, apples, fountain drinks and an ice cream sundae cups will be
offered for 25 cents each while supplies last.
***
The No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone driven by Arie Luyendyk Jr.,
damaged in an accident Thursday afternoon, May 18, may return to the track this afternoon.
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone):
“Basically it was cold tires warming up. I made a mistake, cold tires and a cold track. Hopefully I
don’t make that mistake again.” (About the accident): “It was a pretty soft impact. Wasn’t too
bad, but there was a lot of damage to the rear of the car and gearbox. It was enough to cause a lot
of headaches for the team. They seem to be working pretty fast and should get the gearbox back
very shortly. I expect us to be back on track around 2 p.m. today.” (What are your goals for
today?): “I want to get up to speed and see where we are at. We have not had a chance to run
much this month due to the rain. The goal for us today will probably be around 218 mph. If we
can 218 mph laps consistently, I think we’ll be OK for qualifying. I’m sure we can run a 214 mph
and 215 mph without a problem. But need to improve that a little bit. We’ll be working today on
getting that sorted out.” (Are you concerned about lack of laps under your belt here this month?):
“I don’t think qualifying will be an issue. Qualifying is four laps with your head down. I think the
biggest thing is to get some laps in traffic before the race is the big thing. It’s just not making the
race, but performing well during the race. That’s what we are a little concerned about is the track
time. But hopefully we can get in the show tomorrow safely, then work on that on Sunday.”
***
The No. 18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone driven by Thiago Medeiros was
damaged beyond repair during an accident Thursday afternoon, May 18, team owner Paul
Diatlovich said. A decision on the team’s status will come later today, Diatlovich said.
THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): "The tub is not
fixable. The pick-up points broke, and we are trying to get a T-car to run. What happened was I
was going to run, and I saw the guy behind me, Matsuura, and I thought he was going low
because my spotter mentioned that on the radio. I tried to move up a little bit, but then the car was
not around me. I had a little wiggle, and it snapped around. It's hard to hold the car at over 220
mph going into the corner. Hopefully we'll be qualifying tomorrow.”
PAUL DIATLOVICH (Owner, PDM Racing): “We're waiting on decisions from our
sponsors and some of the people we've been working with. Yesterday was definitely a major
setback. We had a good car and a good situation going, but it all went in a puff of smoke in Turn
1. To recover from that is going to require a fantastic influx of capital, which we don't have right
now.”
PRACTICE REPORT:
At 11:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 63 degrees with a relative humidity of 37
percent and winds from the west-northwest at 11 mph. Skies were clear. The track temperature
was 90 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
(More)
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Noon – GREEN. Greg Oden (2006 Indiana Mr. Basketball), Mike Conley, Jack Keefer
from Lawrence North High School waved the green flag to open today’s practice. #4T Meira is
first on track.
***
GREG ODEN (Center, Lawrence North High School/2006 Indiana Mr. Basketball):
“It's a lot of fun being out here. I have never seen the cars out here. I wish I could come on Race
Day someday to see all the fans, but it is pretty fun seeing the practice. I have watched a couple
races on TV, but I would really love to see the race here (at the track.)"
MIKE CONLEY JR. (Guard, Lawrence North High School): “It has been a lot of
fun, and I have seen a lot of things that a lot of pepole don't get to see, especially waving the flag
and being in the pits. It was a rush to wave that flag. I wasn't expecting them to be that loud and
go that fast that quick. Seeing them in real life is a lot different than seeing them on TV."
JACK KEEFER (Coach, Lawrence North High School): “For a guy who has been to
several races out here, you don't realize how loud those cars are that close. And they just go by in
such a rush. It's the intensity of it. That intensity is why people get so wrapped up in it. To be race
car drivers and fans and so forth, you get that athletic, competitive feel."
***
At 1 p.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with a relative humidity of 36 percent
and winds from the west-northwest at 14 mph, gusting to 21 mph. Skies were clear. The track
temperature was 109 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
1:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
1:20 p.m. – GREEN.
1:25 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris in Turn 3.
1:30 p.m. – GREEN.
1:50 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the frontstretch.
1:53 p.m. – GREEN.
***
At 2 p.m., the ambient temperature was 67 degrees with a relative humidity of 37 percent
and winds from the west-northwest at 13 mph, gusting to 18 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The
track temperature was 116 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
2:02 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:13 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Dave Fisher, father of five-time Indianapolis 500 starter Sarah Fisher, is serving on the
crew of the Dreyer & Reinbold Racing team.
***
2:37 p.m. – YELLOW. #25 Roth wiggles at the exit of Turn 3 and does a half spin in the
short chute between Turns 3 and 4 before it corrects on the warmup lane. There is no contact. Car
continues to the pit lane.
2:41 p.m. – GREEN.
3:05 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
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IndyCar Series and Indianapolis 500 veteran Roger Yasukawa will drive the #12 entry for
Playa Del Racing as a “shakedown” run for the team.
***
3:21 p.m. – GREEN. #12 Yasukawa on track for first time this month.
4:01 p.m. – #51 Cheever assessed a 10-minute penalty for pit speed violation.
4:30 p.m. – #61 Luyendyk assessed a 10-minute penalty for pit speed violation.
***
Several drivers entered in this year’s Indianapolis 500 gave their prediction for the speed
necessary to win the WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Award.
BUDDY RICE (No. 15 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “Probably 226s (mph) or something. It depends on the weather, but I
think 226 (mph). (Marlboro Team Penske) might have 227 (mph) in their cars. We’ll find out.
But they definitely have 226’s (mph) over there.”
AIRTON DARE (No. 88 OCTANE Motors/Sanitec/SSM Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “I
think 227 (mph) will be a good speed.”
P.J. CHESSON (No. 91 Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “228
(mph)”
LARRY FOYT (No. 41 A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I don’t know.
We saw some guys around 228 (mph). The weather has been so crazy here, it all depends on the
wind and temperature. But I think you’ll see 228 (mph) or 229 (mph).”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
“High 228 (mph).”
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboto Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It
will depend on conditions. But we're looking at between 228 (mph) and 229 (mph), for sure.”
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 Luyendyk Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “I think
a high 227 mph.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 52 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I don't really guess.
It's super-difficult to really think. You will be surprised from the speed that is going to be posted
tomorrow. It will be a lot faster than you think. Closer to 230 (mph) than 225 (mph).
***
The IMS Radio Network will provide live coverage of The Run for the WorldPoints Visa
Card Pole on Coca-Cola Throwback Day from noon-6 p.m. (ET) Saturday, May 20 on
www.indycar.com.
IMS Radio Network affiliates and XM Satellite Radio channel 145 (IndyCar Racing) will
provide live coverage from noon-1 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. Saturday.
ESPN will provide TV coverage from 5-6 p.m. (ET) and 7-10 p.m. Saturday, while
ESPN360 will provide live coverage online from noon-5 p.m.

(More)
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Checkers/Rally’s, the Official Burger of the Indianapolis 500, has partnered with the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway to raise money and awareness for Operation Gratitude, a non-profit
organization dedicated to sending care packages to U.S. troops deployed overseas.
Operation Gratitude pins will be on sale at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway during the
90th Indianapolis 500 on Armed Forces Day, Sunday, May 21; Miller Lite Carb Day, Friday,
May 26; and Race Day, Sunday, May 28 (if available) in the Pagoda Plaza with all proceeds
benefiting Operation Gratitude.
There also will be “Support Our Troops” T-shirts sold at the Official Trackside Gift
Shops located in the Hall of Fame Museum, the Official Trackside Gift Shop merchandise tent
located in the Museum parking lot and the Official Trackside Gift Shop located in the Plaza. The
T-shirts are $10. Proceeds from the sale of these shirts will also be donated to Operation
Gratitude.
Race fans can write a personal message of support to be included in the care packages on
postcards distributed at Checkers/Rally’s restaurants throughout the Speedway on Carb Day and
Race Day. In addition, the double drive-thru chain will host members of the military at the
Checkers/Rally’s hospitality events on race weekend.
***
Seven-time Tour de France champion Lance Armstrong and superstar celebrity chef
Rachael Ray will lead the IPL 500 Festival Parade, scheduled for noon, Saturday, May 27 in
downtown Indianapolis.
Armstrong will drive the Chevrolet Corvette Z06 Pace Car at the 90th Indianapolis 500 on
Sunday, May 28.
Ray, who will serve as the Parade’s grand marshal, is an Emmy Award-winning
television chef best known for her Food Network shows, including “30-Minute Meals” and “$40
a Day.” Last fall she launched her own magazine, “Everyday with Rachael Ray,” and recently
signed a deal with Oprah Winfrey and King World to host a syndicated daytime talk show that
will begin airing this fall.
The 33 starting drivers of the Indianapolis 500 will again serve as honorary grand
marshals.
More than 300,000 spectators are expected to line the 2-mile parade route to catch a
glimpse of the 33 starting drivers of the 90th Indianapolis 500, more than 80 units, spectacular
floats, marching bands and entertainment groups, giant inflatable balloons and costumed
characters.
Among celebrities and VIPs joining Armstrong and Ray in the IPL 500 Festival Parade
lineup include: actor Jorge Garcia, television host Pat O’Brien, musician Harry Wayne Casey of
KC & the Sunshine Band, musician Richard Marx, actor Luke Perry, actor Don Diamont and six
ABC soap opera stars, and other celebrities to be announced. Celebrity guests are subject to
change. In addition, a very special featured guest, Lt. General Russel L. Honoré, will be part of a
special tribute to the military. Honoré is coordinating military relief efforts for Hurricane Katrinaaffected areas across the Gulf Coast.

(More)
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5:03 p.m. – #6 Hornish assessed a 10-minute penalty for pit speed violation.
5:16 p.m. – YELLOW. #17 Simmons did a half-spin and made contact with the SAFER
Barrier in Turn 1. Car slid along the wall in the short chute between Turns 1 and 2. Did a halfspin forward sliding across track and coming to rest in the infield grass in Turn 2. There is heavy
damage to the left side of the car. Simmons climbed from the car without assistance from the
Delphi IRL Safety Team.
5:30 p.m. – Light rain reported in Turn 1.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway senior
director of medical services: Jeff Simmons has been checked and released from Clarian Medical
Center. He is cleared to drive.
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “It was just a pretty stupid place to even be. We were trying to do a
qualifying run, and got stuck in the draft and probably should have just aborted it, because we
were getting a lot of draft. It was just a stupid thing to do. I had a lot more speed going in that
time because of that draft, and the car just couldn't handle it."
***
5:45 p.m. – GREEN.
5:48 p.m. – #98 Jones on track for first time this month. All entered cars have now been
on track.
5:53 p.m. – #61 Luyendyk assessed a 7-minute penalty for pit speed violation.
***
IRL Officials will allow #98 Jones on track for approximately five minutes of track time
at the conclusion of today’s activity.
***
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. Thirty-four drivers turned 2,331 laps today.
***
6:04 p.m. – GREEN. Extended session for #98 Jones begins.
6:14 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
FASTEST SPEEDS OF DAY
Pos. Car
Name
C/E/T
Speed
1
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
D/H/F
227.925 mph
2
9
Scott Dixon
D/H/F
227.322 mph
3
10
Dan Wheldon
D/H/F
227.040 mph
4
3T
Helio Castroneves
D/H/F
226.654 mph
5
11
Tony Kanaan
D/H/F
226.104 mph
6
8
Scott Sharp
D/H/F
225.560 mph
7
55
Kosuke Matsuura
D/H/F
225.477 mph
8
4T
Vitor Meira
D/H/F
225.336 mph
9
17
Jeff Simmons
P/H/F
225.287 mph
10
90
Townsend Bell
D/H/F
225.087 mph
(More)
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A total of 49 cars are at the Speedway. Forty-five have passed technical inspection.
Thirty-five drivers have been on the track to date and have turned a total of 8,094 laps this month.
A total of 77 drivers have passed physical examinations at the Clarian Medical Center. There
were seven cautions today for a total of 1 hour, 21 minutes.
***
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES:
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
third-fastest driver): “It was a busy day, to tell you the truth. We had to work very hard on the
race car. With Pole Day being pushed back a week, you come up against how many sets of tires
do you save for Pole Day and how many runs do you allow yourself in race trim with full fuel. I
think we balanced that out pretty well. The car definitely improved a lot today in the race trim.
Qualifying trim, I think the car definitely has the potential to be on the pole, but I can't quite make
it last as long as Hornish's. I watched him do a run of I think 227.1, 227.2, 227.1, 227.2, so his
average is right there in the 227s, and I can't do that right now, so that's what we're just working
toward. We understand why we can't do that, and we're going to try and fix it. I'm sure he's got
more. He's been very quick the whole month. I'm pretty happy with where we're at, but we seem
to be one step behind. We're going to give it everything we've got to get pole tomorrow, and
obviously when you do that, you can put yourself in a position to gain that step back. So that's
what we're going to do." (About his guess at pole speed): "I think looking at today, I would
hazard a guess, depending on weather conditions if they were similar to today, I think an average
around 227.5 would be pretty good. Maybe a bit more than that." (About tomorrow): "I don't
think you'll see many people go out when they're supposed to, or they won't follow the line. I
think you'll see the line's going to go so quick, you can get through it now pretty much in 2 1/2
hours because nobody has T cars and stuff like that. I think you'll see people let the line go
through, and then people will start testing. I'm pretty sure that the pole speed won't be laid down
until later in the day."
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol
Panoz/Honda/Firestone, ninth-fastest driver): “I’m OK, just upset. It is unfortunate because
we did a lot of good work with the race setup. I was able to run some consistent times in the race
setup and it felt good. We ran in some traffic, and the car handled well. We have a backup car,
but I have to check and see if we can bring it out for qualifying. This was the same car that I
clipped the inside wall with last week. Right now I’m just upset. We’ll have to see what the
weekend holds now for Team Ethanol.”
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 90 Rock & Republic Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 10th-fastest
driver): “It's really nice to be in the top 10 again, and it's apparent the team has given me a great
car heading into tomorrow's qualifying. I felt a lot more comfortable in the car today when I
worked on the race setup, which is really the most important thing. Tomorrow's qualifying should
be a great day for Vision Racing."

(More)
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SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
second-fastest driver): "It's been kind of long. Obviously with the weather being so bad, it's
been hard for the teams to try and work out what to do with the cars. I think a lot of us focused on
full tanks this morning, and then there's a bit of a layover to transfer the cars into qualifying
setup. I was pretty happy. The race car was pretty good right out of the box this morning. I think
we were a little light on downforce, and Dan proved a bit later when you put some in the car it
was a lot better to drive. That's always nice. The car's pretty consistent. We've still got a bit of
work to do to try to beat the Penskes." (About seeing someone else consistently be a bit faster):
"Sam did a lot of qualifying sims today, and we sort of realized that tomorrow's going to be a bit
different, so we wanted to save the tires. We trimmed out, but didn't really get to run. Our first
run was pretty conservative, and Dan's was pretty conservative as well, so I think everybody's
probably got a little bit left on the table."
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, fifth-fastest
driver): “I would be happy to be in the first three rows. It's hard to say where we'll be because
there were so many cars out there today that even if you tried to do a qualifying simulation on
your own, you might be getting a draft from someone, so you're only fooling yourself. We'll see.
We'll shoot for the first three rows. I've never started worse than fifth since I've been coming
here, and I'd like to keep that tradition. But if we can't, we'll just make it up in the race."
KOSUKE MATSUURA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
seventh-fastest driver): “I think the engineers and mechanics did a really good job. Early this
afternoon, we worked a little bit more on our race setup. After 4:30, we trimmed out to do some
qualifying simulations. The car felt very, very comfortable and that gave me a lot of confidence. I
don’t think qualifying will be a problem for us. I think we will be able to finish in the top 10
pretty easily. Penske and Ganassi are definitely ahead of everybody, but we finished the day sixth
and seventh and were the third quickest team up until the final minutes of practice when Tony
(Kanaan) got a good lap in.”
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Honda/Firestone, sixth-fastest driver): “We
had a good day. We continued to work on the race setup, and I think that went pretty well. We got
into qualifying mode and ran some pretty good speeds right out of the box. I think we still have
some more in it. Tomorrow morning should be fun.”
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fourth-fastest driver): “Pretty much the same as everyone else: working on race setup at the
beginning, and then towards the end, putting the qualifying setup on. There were scary moments
out there, sometimes, but we were able to do a good lap. I don’t think we’re right there, a lot of
up and down, so we decided to just wait for the right time tomorrow and continue working.” (Any
dark horses from other teams that we should be looking for?): “Looking at the other cars, you see
people getting close. Vitor (Meira), he was running good laps, and Tony (Kanaan) put up some
good laps at the end as well. You never know. Let me tell you, this place here, you never know.”
(More)
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SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
fastest driver of the day): “Really looking forward to tomorrow’s qualifying runs, hopefully we
can get everything in and get an opportunity to get qualifying over with. It’s a week overdue, and
we’re really looking forward to seeing what can happen. I think it’s going to be a great battle
between the four guys up here, and you never know who might also jump up there and give us a
good run for the pole.” (Do you feel your teammate or the Target teammates have shown their
hand yet?): “Definitely not. I don’t think anybody has shown his complete hand yet. Yeah, I was
out there just trying to find a draft and get as big of a lap as I could out there. (Laughter)
Everybody’s trying to get as close as they can right now because when you get down to it,
tomorrow you’re only going to have a little bit of time to make those adjustments. You’re not
going to have all the time in the world like we did today where you could go out there and
continue to make adjustments and tweak on the car. Tomorrow’s going to be a little more quick
pace (in practice), at least the first time around. You have to have an idea of what you’re going to
do, and what kind of affects it’s going to have on the car. And whether these guys have shown
everything: No, I guarantee you they haven’t.”
VITOR MEIRA (No. 4 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone, eighth-fastest
driver): “We made a lot of improvements, and we still have a little bit to go. We still have to
optimize a little bit with what we have. We put everything we have together for qualifying, and
overall it was a good day. Our goal is the first two rows, and I think we can definitely do this. I
think we just have to make the proper work and optimize what we have, and we'll be there. We're
going to have an early go tomorrow, which is good. The temperature is going to be down a little
bit, and the line is real long. The only thing we have to worry about tomorrow is once we make
our first attempt, it's just one. We're not going to have may chances up there. There's too many
cars, so we've got to make sure that the first run is good.”
ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 12 Playa Del Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone, 29thfastest-driver): “I didn't have a ride coming into the month and we don't know yet, but
fortunately I did get to drive at least, and it feels great to be back on the track. I haven’t been
racing all year, actually since last year, so I'm having a lot of fun, and you actually see me smiling
now. So, it's good. Hopefully I'll get to race. I think we were certainly being conservative. The
whole key was to make sure that the car could get up to speed. It's capable. There's more to it. I
was being conservative, so we'll see how it goes. The team is going to have a meeting, and I'm
ready to go racing anytime.”
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):

7 a.m.
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
9:30-11 a.m.
Noon-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Pace Car Reunion (Former Official Cars staged adjacent to
Hulman Boulevard, IMS infield)
IndyCar Series Practice
Qualifications (all 33 starting spots)
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Award Presentation, Victory Circle
*** END DAY 11 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Pace Car Reunion (Former Official Cars staged adjacent to Hulman
Boulevard, IMS infield)
9:30-10 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice (Group #1)
10-10:30 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice (Group #2)
10:30-11 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice (All cars)
Noon-6 p.m.
Qualifications (all 33 starting spots)
Note: Subject to change due to weather.

***
On this date in 1969, MCA-TV, which televised the Closed-Circuit broadcast, announced
that it would award $100 to the driver who posted the fastest recorded speed on May 21, 22, and
23. The award was determined based on speeds recorded between 4-6 p.m.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
STEPHAN GREGOIRE (No. 97 Effen Vodka Team Leader Special
Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “My best memory of Indy came in 1993. We had struggled all month
long for different reasons. On the second day of qualifying, we were able to find enough speed
and put it in the race just before the track closed. I believe I ended up being the fastest of the day
after my qualifying run.”

***
Did you know?: Per his request, 1983 Indianapolis 500 winner Tom Sneva is the only
champion who appears on the Borg-Warner Trophy wearing his eyeglasses.
***
Ethanol is presenting $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice
days during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” is presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce awarded $15,000 to Sam Hornish Jr.,
who completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
ETHANOL FASTEST LAP WINNERS:
Date
Driver
May 10
Sam Hornish Jr.
May 11
Sam Hornish Jr.
May 17
Sam Hornish Jr.
May 18
Sam Hornish Jr.

Speed
226.056 mph
226.789 mph
224.381 mph
224.951 mph

CHOLULA HOT LAP OF THE DAY WINNER:
Date
Driver
Speed
May 19
Sam Hornish Jr.
227.925 mph
(More)
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Playa Del Racing has named Roger Yasukawa as driver of the #12 Playa Del Racing
entry.
ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 12 Playa Del Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone): “The
team has a good platform, and the car feels good. Everyone is pushing for more track time, but
that’s not the case. We’re just going to put the car in the show today and worry about the race setup Sunday. I think everything is going to be good. I’m really excited to be joining the team and
have Jaques (Lazier) as a teammate. I think it’s going to be good.”
SUSAN SCHAFER (co-owner, Playa Del Racing): “Unfortunately, Mother Nature had
a hand in it, and us being a second weekend team had a hand in it. Jon (Herb) is a fantastic driver
who will now concentrate on his ownership duties. We’re very excited about Roger and his
performance and Jaques heading into the race.”
***
PRACTICE REPORT:
At 9:30 a.m., the ambient temperature was 56 degrees with a relative humidity of 55
percent and winds from the north-northeast at 4 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track
temperature was 68 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
9:30 a.m. – GREEN. #90 Bell is first on track.
10 a.m. – CHECKERED. Group 1.
At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with a relative humidity of 55
percent and winds from the north-northeast at 3 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. The track
temperature was 72 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
10:01 a.m. – GREEN. Group 2.
10:04 a,m. – #6 Hornish turns lap of 229.244 mph, fastest of the month, so far
10:19 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris on track.
***
Michigan football coach Lloyd Carr and two of his assistants are at the Speedway today
as guests of Dreyer & Reinbold Racing.
LLOYD CARR (Michigan football coach): “I was here at a race, probably 15 years ago
and I was at another race here probably two years ago. I think (the Indianapolis 500) is one of the
greatest sporting events in the country. To be able to come down here, close to the action and
watch these people.I think that is the most interesting part of it for me, is the fact that it takes a
complete team effort to have success. Of course, with the speed and danger, nothing gets much
more exciting than this.”
***
10:28 a.m. – GREEN.
10:34 a.m. – #6 Hornish turns lap of 229.996 mph, fastest of the month, so far
10:40 a.m. – Track is open to all cars.
11 a.m. – CHECKERED.
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Music executive James “Jazzy” Jordan, the co-entrant of Dreyer & Reinbold’s No. 5
entry is at the track today.
JAZZY JORDAN (Co-entrant, Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): (About his decision to
join Dreyer & Reinbold as a co-entrant): "First of all, I love motorsports. That is number one.
Number two, this opportunity was presented to me by my business manager, and obviously I
jumped on it. Once I did some research and really got to know Dennis (Reinbold) and Robbie
(Buhl) and really realized they are quality racers and have drivers like Buddy (Lazier) and Al
(Unser Jr.), it was a no-brainer." (About diversity in racing): "I look at what Tiger Woods was
able to do for golf. Tiger Woods has made golf more appealing to everyone, and that's what I
would love to be able to do for racing. What I love about the IndyCar Series is diversity is here
already with Carmelo Anthony being involved, with Danica Patrick being involved and with
myself being allowed to be involved. This is perfect, because they are setting the pace for what
diversity should be about. It shouldn't be about talking about it. It should be about doing
something about it." (About music and racing): "If you look at America as a whole right now, it is
working from the urban areas out as opposed to how it has been in the past. I think that my
influence and my connection with the urban connection will help more people get involved with
the IndyCar Series. I just think that enough people don't really appreciate it and know about it.
That will bring about more diversity, and if you get the right groups involved and you bring the
right elements to this. It is already a giant paper, but we now have to be more inclusive with
everyone." (About where he sees himself five years from now): "That's an excellent question
standing here today, because I was standing here feeling like I was giving birth to a baby, and
obviously I can't get pregnant. I was saying, 'Do I really want to do this every week?' and the
answer is, 'Yes, I do.' Standing here, I have a million questions for Robbie. 'Why did you guys do
this and why did you do that?' It is so much to learn and so much to do, but it is fascinating. So,
yes, five years from now I want to be standing here as a full-fledged owner." (About his current
stake with the team): "My status is a co-entrant for this race, and we are going to talk about more
after that. That really depends on what my level of comfort is." (About treating the Indianapolis
500 as a test run for the season): "Yes, for the remainder of the season and then to move on from
there. To me, when you look at someone that's been able to bridge the gap, because to me, IRL
and NASCAR, the gap needs to be bridged with both of them. I would like to do that. I would
love to in the future own a motorsports team that runs in both circuits."
***
WORLDPOINTS VISA CARD QUALIFYING REPORT:
At 12:15, the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with an relative humidity of 37 percent
and calm winds. Skies were fair. The track temperature was 105 degrees, according to Firestone
engineers.
***
Qualifying will be the average of four laps. Green flag will be given the second time past
the flag stand.
(More)
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
12:03 p.m.

#92

QA-1

12:07 p.m.

#90

QA-2

12:12 p.m.

#4T

QA-3

12:16 p.m.

#31

QA-4

12:21 p.m.
QA-5

#7

JEFF BUCKNUM/Glendale, Calif.
Life Fitness - D/H/F
1 – 40.5666 – 221.857
2 – 40.6454 – 221.427
3 – 40.6765 – 221.258
4 – 40.6681 – 221.304
T 2:42.5566 – 221.461
TOWNSEND BELL/San Francisco
Rock & Republic - D/H/F
1 – 40.2128 – 223.809
2 – 40.2521 – 223.591
3 – 40.2436 – 223.638
4 – 40.2505 – 223.600
T 2:40.9590 – 223.659
VITOR MEIRA/Brasilia, Brazil
Panther - D/H/F
1 – 39.7588 – 226.365
2 – 39.8150 – 226.045
3 – 39.8089 – 226.080
4 – 39.7996 – 226.133
T 2:39.1823 – 226.156
AL UNSER JR./Albuquerque, N.M.
A1 Team USA Geico Dreyer & Reinbold - D/H/F
1 – 40.9979 – 219.523
2 – 41.0281 – 219.362
3 – 41.0346 – 219.327
4 – 41.0319 – 219.342
T 2:44.0925 – 219.388
BRYAN HERTA/Valencia, Calif.
XM Satellite Radio - D/H/F
1 – 40.0851 – 224.522
2 – 40.1206 – 224.324
3 – 40.1772 – 224.008
4 – 40.2030 – 223.864
T 2:40.5859 – 224.179
(More)

Q–1

Q–2

Q–3

Q–4

Q–5
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
12:25 p.m.

#41

QA-6

12:30 p.m.

#88

QA-7

12:34 p.m.

#55

QA-8

12:39 p.m.

#2

QA-9

12:43 p.m.
QA-10

#51

LARRY FOYT/Houston
AJ Foyt Racing – D/H/F
1 – 40.6858 – 221.207
2 – 40.7248 – 220.996
3 – 40.5345 – 222.033
4 – 40.7068 – 221.093
T 2:42.6519 – 221.332
AIRTON DARE/Bauru, Brazil
OCTANE Motors/Sanitec/SSM - P/H/F
1 – 41.3135 – 217.846
2 – 41.1757 – 218.576
3 – 41.1936 – 218.481
4 – 41.3263 – 217.779
T 2:45.0091 – 218.170
KOSUKE MATSUURA/Aichi, Japan
Panasonic ARTA - D/H/F
1 – 39.8724 – 225.720
2 – 39.9027 – 225.549
3 – 39.9286 – 225.402
4 – 39.9394 – 225.341
T 2:39.6431 – 225.503
TOMAS SCHECKTER/Cape Town, South Africa
Vision Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.0861 – 224.517
2 – 40.0806 – 224.548
3 – 40.0482 – 224.729
4 – 40.0282 – 224.841
T 2:40.2431 – 224.659
EDDIE CHEEVER JR./Phoenix
Cheever Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.7395 – 220.916
2 – 40.4850 – 222.305
3 – 40.4479 – 222.508
4 – 40.4696 – 222.389
T 2:42.1420 – 222.028
(More)

Q–6

Q–7

Q–8

Q–9

Q – 10
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
12:48 p.m.

#52

QA-11

12:52 p.m.

#1

QA-12

12:57 p.m.

#9

QA-13

1:01 p.m.

#21

QA-14

1:06 p.m.
QA-15

#11

MAX PAPIS/Como, Italy
Cheever Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.5427 – 221.988
2 – 40.5451 – 221.975
3 – 40.5184 – 222.121
4 – 40.5136 – 222.148
T 2:42.1198 – 222.058
MICHAEL ANDRETTI/Nazareth, Pa.
Jim Beam/Vonage - D/H/F
1 – 40.0749 – 224.579
2 – 40.0884 – 224.504
3 – 40.0926 – 224.480
4 – 40.0946 – 224.469
T 2:40.3505 – 224.508
SCOTT DIXON/Auckland, New Zealand
Target Chip Ganassi Racing - D/H/F
1 – 39.6537 – 226.965
2 – 39.6652 – 226.899
3 – 39.6622 – 226.916
4 – 39.6646 – 226.903
T 2:38.6457 – 226.921
JAQUES LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
VIDEOPOKER.COM - P/H/F
1 – 40.6496 – 221.404
2 – 40.6600 – 221.348
3 – 40.7081 – 221.086
4 – 40.7670 – 220.767
T 2:42.7847 – 221.151
TONY KANAAN/Salvador, Bahia, Brazil
Team 7-Eleven - D/H/F
1 – 39.6928 – 226.741
2 – 39.6868 – 226.776
3 – 39.6913 – 226.750
4 – 39.6762 – 226.836
T 2:38.7471 – 226.776
(More)

Q – 11

Q – 12

Q – 13

Q – 14

Q – 15
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SCOTT DIXON (About team’s decision to requalify after initial run): “My reaction to that is
there’s a lot more people to go. It’s going to be an interesting day, and conditions are pretty good
at the moment. We were pretty conservative on the first run, so we’ll see how it plays out. I think
it’s going to be good for everybody because the weather’s going to be consistent, and you’re
going to see a lot of people practicing and trying to pick up some speed.” (Does it make you a
little nervous, personally, that you’re on the pole but you’re run is about to be null and void?):
“No, not really. We knew coming into our run that we were of the understanding that we just
wanted to get something solid and consistent, at least keep us in the top five most of the day, then
come out and try to push it a bit more. Of course, we’ll get a bit more nervous toward the end of
the day.” (What else do you think you have in the car? Do you want to make another run now or
is the next attempt definitely end of day?): “Probably wait. I think a lot of the guys will probably
put their first run in. It will be interesting to see where the Penskes are, especially Hornish. I think
he’s a step above the rest, but we’ll wait until later in the day to put in another run, probably.”
1:11 p.m.

#20

QA-16

1:15 p.m.

#8

QA-17

1:20 p.m.
QA-18

#15T

ED CARPENTER/Indianapolis
Vision Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.1375 – 224.229
2 – 40.0640 – 224.641
3 – 40.0758 – 224.574
4 – 40.0451 – 224.747
T 2:40.3224 – 224.548
SCOTT SHARP/Norwalk, Conn.
Delphi - D/H/F
1 – 39.9276 – 225.408
2 – 39.9588 – 225.232
3 – 39.9466 – 225.301
4 – 39.9390 – 225.344
T 2:39.7720 – 225.321
BUDDY RICE/Phoenix
Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent - P/H/F
1 – 40.0904 – 224.493
2 – 40.0971 – 224.455
3 – 40.1523 – 224.147
4 – 40.0928 – 224.479
T 2:40.4326 – 224.393

(More)

Q – 16

Q – 17

Q – 18
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
1:24 p.m.

#26

QA-19

1:29 p.m.

#91

QA-20

1:33 p.m.

#6

QA-21

1:38 p.m.

#12

QA-22

1:42 p.m.
QA-23

#10

MARCO ANDRETTI/Nazareth, Pa.
NYSE Group - D/H/F
1 – 40.0081 – 224.954
2 – 40.0061 – 224.966
3 – 40.0194 – 224.891
4 – 40.0250 – 224.859
T 2:40.0586 – 224.918
P.J. CHESSON/Far Hills, NJ
Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.6212 – 221.559
2 – 40.6356 – 221.481
3 – 40.6440 – 221.435
4 – 40.5716 – 221.830
T 2:42.4724 – 221.576
SAM HORNISH JR./Defiance, Ohio
Marlboro Team Penske - D/H/F
1 – 39.2706 – 229.179
2 – 39.2645 – 229.215
3 – 39.3300 – 228.833
4 – 39.3504 – 228.714
T 2:37.2155 – 228.985
ROGER YASUKAWA/Los Angeles
Playa Del Racing - P/H/F
1 – 41.1754 – 218.577
2 – 41.1221 – 218.860
3 – 41.1237 – 218.852
4 – 41.1181 – 218.882
T 2:44.5393 – 218.793
DAN WHELDON/Emberton, England
Target Chip Ganassi Racing - D/H/F
1 – 39.5885 – 227.339
2 – 39.6045 – 227.247
3 – 39.5677 – 227.458
4 – 39.5936 – 227.309
T 2:38.3543 – 227.338
(More)

Q – 19

Q – 20

Q – 21

Q – 22

Q – 23
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
1:47 p.m.

#16T

QA-24

1:51 p.m.

#5

QA-25

1:56 p.m.

#17T

QA-26

2 p.m.

#97
QA-27

2:05 p.m.
QA-28

#3T

DANICA PATRICK/Roscoe, Ill.
Rahal Letterman Racing Team Argent - P/H/F
1 – 40.0895 – 224.498
2 – 40.0626 – 224.648
3 – 40.0408 – 224.771
4 – 40.0390 – 224.781
T 2:40.2319 – 224.674
BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.7230 – 221.005
2 – 40.7275 – 220.981
3 – 40.7713 – 220.744
4 – 40.7316 – 220.959
T 2:42.9534 – 220.922
JEFF SIMMONS/Hartford, Conn.
Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol - P/H/F
1 – 40.8219 – 220.470
2 – 40.8637 – 220.244
3 – 40.8490 – 220.324
4 – 40.8439 – 220.351
T 2:43.3785 – 220.347
STEPHAN GREGOIRE/Neufchateau, France
Effen Vodka Team Leader Special - P/H/F
1 – 41.3611 – 217.596
2 – 41.4134 – 217.321
3 – 41.3768 – 217.513
4 – 41.4210 – 217.281
T 2:45.5723 – 217.428
HELIO CASTRONEVES/São Paulo, Brazil
Marlboro Team Penske - D/H/F
1 – 39.5186 – 227.741
2 – 39.4509 – 228.132
3 – 39.4479 – 228.149
4 – 39.4719 – 228.010
T 2:37.8893 – 228.008
(More)

Q – 24

Q – 25

Q – 26

Q – 27

Q – 28
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
2:10 p.m.

#14

QA-29

2:14 p.m.

#27

FELIPE GIAFFONE/São Paulo, Brazil
ABC Supply Co./AJ Foyt Racing - D/H/F
1 – 40.7599 – 220.805
2 – 40.5623 – 221.881
3 – 40.5712 – 221.832
4 – 40.6039 – 221.654
T 2:42.4973 – 221.542

Q – 29

DARIO FRANCHITTI/Edinburgh, Scotland
Klein Tools/Canadian Club - D/H/F
QA-30
1 – 40.1391 – 224.220
UA – 1
2 – 40.2266 – 223.733
3 – 41.7698 – 215.467
4 – waved off
#27 Franchitti slowed immediately after crossing the line to start his final lap. The team reported
a rev-limiter problem.
***
PRACTICE REPORT:
2:41 p.m. – GREEN. Track open for practice #25 Roth and #61 Luyendyk are on track.
3:21 p.m. – Vitor Meira is signing autographs for fans in the Turn 3 infield.
3:56 p.m. – YELLOW. #25 Roth does a quarter-spin to the left in Turn 1. Car slides
through the turn and makes an additional quarter-spin to the left. Car does not make contact and
rolls to a stop on the warm-up lane between Turns 1 and 2. Car is towed to the pit lane by the
Delphi IRL Safety Team.
4:03 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Tracey Todd of Kokomo, Ind., was crowned the 2006 500 Festival Queen at the 500
Festival Breakfast at the Brickyard today at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
A student at Purdue University majoring in public relations and rhetorical advocacy,
Todd, 19, is a 2005 graduate of Western High School and is the daughter of Richard and Lisa
Todd. She was one of 33 young women selected for the 500 Festival Princess Program.
Princess Stacy Dixon of Franklin, Ind., and Roseanne Young of Francisco, Ind., were
chosen as 2006 Princess court members. Dixon, the daughter of Stephen and Rebecca Dixon, is a
student at Ball State University majoring in interior design. Young is a 2006 graduate of Indiana
State University, with a degree in broadcasting. She is the daughter of Brenda Young and the late
Mike Young.
As 500 Festival Queen, Todd receives a $2,500 educational scholarship from WTHR-TV
and the 500 Festival. In addition, she will wear a jeweled crown provided by G. Thrapp Jewelers
at 500 Festival events and the Indianapolis 500. She will participate in a variety of events
throughout the week, including the Indianapolis 500 pre-race and Victory Circle celebrations.
(More)
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4:41 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
4:51 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Jimmy Kite, a five-time Indianapolis 500 starter, and Tyce Carlson, a two-time
Indianapolis 500 starter, are both at the Speedway today in hopes of landing a ride for the “500.”
JIMMY KITE: “I'm not real comfortable on Pole Day here. Bump Day is more my
speed. I kind of got screwed this week with both of them being on the same weekend. Normally, I
have pole weekend, and then I have that whole week to find me a job. They've shortened it from a
week to 24 hours. Still, when you come out here, stuff happens. You know, I'd love to be in a car
tomorrow. Hopefully, by 6 o'clock (Sunday), I am. If I'm not, you know, it wouldn't be the first
time. If you'd have asked about four hours ago, I'd have said there's no interest whatsoever, but I
think everyone is realizing that tomorrow is getting here, and there's some interest. Whether it
happens, I don't know. I'm still here. I'm a little more excited now than I was, but we'll just wait
and see.”
TYCE CARLSON: “I'm just pounding the pavement right now. There's a couple of
people talking about opening up another car later tonight or tomorrow, but it's all about money.
But weird things happen. You know it's been 10 years ago from this weekend that I made my first
IndyCar attempt here at the speedway, and it was a last-day, last-second deal. I was on pit road
and somebody said, ‘Hey, go get your stuff and get down here and get in a car,’ so I know it can
happen that way, and I'm going to be here until that gun sounds. You can't put the foot in front of
the horse, or whatever the saying is, but you know, everybody knows, up and down the garage
area, what cars might be available, so those are the people that I'm talking to. Obviously, the 33
car (Ganassi) is going to be open, but that's going to be a lot of money to get into. Dreyer &
Reinbold might have another car, Foyt might have another car. Look what A.J. did with Felipe
last year. I wasn't at a Babies ‘R Us today, but I was at my kid's baseball game today and I sold a
house today, so it's kind of the same thing. I was out working today, doing other stuff, so you
never know.”
***
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.):
At 4:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 67 degrees with a relative humidity of 35
percent and calm winds. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 98 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
5:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. #27 Franchitti presented for his second
qualification attempt.
***
QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
5:27 p.m.
#27
DARIO FRANCHITTI/Edinburgh, Scotland
Klein Tools/Canadian Club - D/H/F
QA-31
1 – 40.2437 – 223.637
Q – 30
2 – 40.2961 – 223.347
3 – 40.3098 – 223.271
4 – 40.3361 – 223.125
T 2:41.1857 – 223.345
(More)
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QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.):
5:33 p.m.

#90

QA-32

5:38 p.m.

#98

QA-33

5:51 p.m.

TOWNSEND BELL/San Francisco
Rock & Republic - D/H/F
1 – 40.0855 – 224.520
2 – 40.1054 – 224.409
3 – 40.1307 – 224.267
4 – 40.1250 – 224.299
T 2:40.4466 – 224.374
PJ JONES/Torrance, Calif.
CURB Records Special - P/H/F
1 – 41.6414 – 216.131
2 – 41.6840 – 215.190
3 – 41.7198 – 215.725
4 – 41.7639 – 215.497
T 2:46.8091 – 215.816

ARIE LUYENDYK JR./Scottsdale, Ariz.
Luyendyk Racing - P/H/F
QA-34
1 – 41.5860 – 216.419
2 – 41.5933 – 216.381
3 – 41.5804 – 216.448
4 – 41.6355 – 216.162
T 2:46.3952 – 216.352
***
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. Track closed for on-track activity.

Q – 31

Q – 32

#61

Q – 33

WORLDPOINTS VISA CARD POLE QUALIFYING NOTES:
• This is Sam Hornish Jr’s. second pole position this season and the 10th of his IndyCar
Series career.
• This is Marlboro Team Penske’s third pole position of the season and its 22nd pole in the
IndyCar Series. The team has won the pole for three of the four IndyCar Series events in
2006.
• This is Hornish’s first WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Award. His previous-best
Indianapolis 500 start was second last season.
• It is the sixth time that the #6 car won the pole for the Indianapolis 500. The last time was
in 1985 with Pancho Carter.
• This is car owner Roger Penske’s 13th pole position for the Indianapolis 500 and at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. His last Indianapolis 500 pole was in 2003 with Helio
Castroneves.
(More)
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•

This is car owner Roger Penske’s 13th pole position for the Indianapolis 500 and at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. His last Indianapolis 500 pole was in 2003 with Helio
Castroneves.
• Helio Castroneves qualified second. He will start on the front row for the second time in
six Indianapolis 500 starts.
• Dan Wheldon qualified third. It is his second front-row start in four Indianapolis 500s.
***
WORLDPOINTS VISA CARD POLE WINNER QUICK QUOTE:
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “This is the
best day of my life at the Speedway. Hopefully we can be in this same position next Sunday,
too.” (About promises made by Roger Penske when he joined the team): “The first thing we have
to do is win the Indianapolis 500. I want to win it as bad for (Penske) as I do for myself. He
doesn’t have anything to prove to me. I have everything to prove to him. Hopefully, we can do it
here, but if not, we can always try to come back next year.”
***
SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Pace Car Reunion (Former Official Cars staged adjacent to Hulman
Boulevard, IMS infield)
10:15 a.m.
Honorary Starter: Scott Stapp, rock recording artist
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
11:17 a.m.
Armed Forces Ceremonies: presentation of colors, National Anthem
performed by the Military Band, Flyover, Senator Richard Lugar (RInd.) administers oath of enlistment, “God Bless America” performed by
the Military Band
Noon-6 p.m.
Bump Day Qualifications
*** END DAY 12 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
7 a.m.
Public Gates Open
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Pace Car Reunion (Former Official Cars staged adjacent to Hulman
Boulevard, IMS infield)
10:15 a.m.
Honorary Starter: Scott Stapp, rock recording artist
10:15-11:15 a.m.
IndyCar Series Practice
11:17 a.m.
Armed Forces Ceremonies: presentation of colors, National Anthem
performed by the Military Band, Flyover, Senator Richard Lugar (RInd.) administers oath of enlistment, “God Bless America” performed by
the Military Band
Noon-6 p.m.
Bump Day Qualifications
Note: Subject to change due to weather.
***
On this date in 1983, Josele Garza, driver of the #55 National Health Spas/Machinists
Union Penske/Cosworth, was fined $500 for driving too fast under the yellow light.
***
th
In celebration of the 90 Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (No. 51 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “My
favorite Indy memory is simple – winning the race in 1998. There is nothing like winning the
Indianapolis 500 and fortunately I was able to do so.”
***
Did you know?: No driver has won an Indianapolis 500 from the 18th, 23rd, 24th, 26th,
29th. 30th, 31st, 32nd or 33rd starting positions. The pole sitter has won 17 times, most of any
starting position. Ray Harroun (1911) and Louis Meyer (1936) each won from 28th, the deepest
starting position of any race winner.
***
Ethanol is presenting $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice
days during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” is presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce awarded $15,000 to Sam Hornish Jr.,
who completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
ETHANOL FASTEST LAP WINNERS:
Date
Driver
Speed
May 10
Sam Hornish Jr.
226.056 mph
May 11
Sam Hornish Jr.
226.789 mph
May 17
Sam Hornish Jr.
224.381 mph
May 18
Sam Hornish Jr.
224.951 mph
CHOLULA HOT LAP OF THE DAY WINNER:
Date
Driver
Speed
May 19
Sam Hornish Jr.
227.925 mph
(More)
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PRACTICE REPORT:
10:15 a.m. – GREEN. Recording artist Scott Stapp waved the green flag to open the
session.
***
Selected quotes from today’s availability with the front row:
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
WorldPoints Visa Card Pole Award winner): (About his qualifying run): "It was a pretty good
for us. We just wanted to go out there and put our run in at the beginning and make sure
everything was good with the car. With three runs that they have with the new rules, it makes it
very difficult to be out there on the pole." (About the rivalry between Marlboro Team Penske and
Target Chip Ganassi): "I think everybody kind of looks out there for people that are going to be
the ones that have the best opportunity to beat them. Obviously, right now the Ganassi cars are
very fast." (Can you win): "I don't know. I know that starting on the pole doesn't mean anything
except for a good view of Turn 1. A good view of Turn 1 after 200 laps is what you want. The big
thing for me is finishing all 500 miles. I'm not worrying about who wins the race right now. I
would love to do that if that's what happens."
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
qualifed second): “This was supposed to be over like a week ago, but now we can concentrate on
the race full time, and hopefully, we'll be there this year. (About the rivalry between Marlboro
Team Penske and Target Chip Ganassi): Right now, we're just happy for both cars, you know?
The Marlboro Team Penske cars are on the front row. That's probably the first time since 1990.
So it's been a long time since both cars were on the front row. Both teams have a great
atmosphere. Both teams are extremely strong. Sam was having such a good month that I thought
I'd give him a little hard time yesterday, but there was no way. Now we will have to keep working
on the car obviously and hopefully next Sunday we will be there at the end.”
DAN WHELDON (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone,
qualified third): “Target Chip Ganassi Racing is a very strong organization, and we believe we
have the cars that can compete for race wins, and certainly, I think the first three races proved
that. This is one (race) I'm certainly very passionate about, and obviously, the team are, too. This
is the deal, the end-all, and unfortunately we haven't been able to match Marlboro Team Penske's
pace, and I, obviously, want to congratulate them on a 1-2 because this is an incredibly hard track
to qualify on the pole, and with your teammate on, too. So it's been a great month. We definitely
were a couple of steps back in qualifying, but we do believe we're more competitive with them in
terms of race pace. We're just looking forward to the race. We've just got to do the best that we
can do." (About what he wants to do): "For me, personally, I want to tag along with Sam. He's
been very quick all month, and I'm sure that's what Helio wants to do. It's certainly the first
couple of things I'd like to keep in mind what they do, how they are in traffic, and how quick they
are out on their own. And I want to see how the fuel comes into play, but the racers have been so
fast this year that I think pretty much everyone's been flat out. Just for me to get up here, as well,
that's how good my car is and how well I react in traffic and to see the face of it, to see what
changes we need to make to make it better for the end of the race." (More Wheldon on Page 3)
(More)
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DAN WHELDON (cont.) (About the rivalry between the Marlboro Team Penske and
Target Chip Ganassi Racing): "It just happens to be that the Ganassi cars and the Penske cars are
the ones up front in certainly these four races. I think what's good about having these two teams
as the top two teams is the respect that both our teams have for one another. I think the rivalry is
good, but what makes this one pretty special is it's very respectful and it will remain that way."
(The different feeling compared to this day last year): "It was very frustrating last year because
with Honda we definitely had a dominant engine, and there was no doubt about it. When you look
back and you see and you hear the numbers that we had, I do feel that we really had a chance for
the pole. And for whatever reason it just turned out to be terrible. We were 16th. It was just
frustrating when you know the speed you have in the car but you don't know." (How do you feel
about this year?): "Coming in this year, there's been limited track time, and we have been a
couple of steps behind. I'm not sure we had the speed to beat Sam, but I felt that we had the speed
to be quicker. We need to get better. It's kind of disappointing, but in terms of the race car, I feel
that we've still got little bit of work we need to do. We need to fine-tune it today. It's not too bad.
When you start up front, you're in a little bit of a better position, but this way anything can
happen. You can have the fastest car- I don't think I had the fastest car last year, and I still won
the race. You’ve got to have a combination of everything."
***
10:25 a.m. – #1 Andretti is first car on track.
10:54 a.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #21 J. Lazier, who is stopped at the entrance to pit
road. Crew reports car is out of fuel.
11 a.m. – GREEN.
11:15 a.m. – CHECKERED. #25 Roth was the only non-qualified driver to record a lap,
as 188.143 mph.
***
Recording artist Scott Stapp, the former lead singer of Creed, waved the green flag to
open today’s session.
SCOTT STAPP: “It was exciting. You've got an Andretti out there to get things started.
Michael (Andretti) was getting the car all souped up, and it sounded like a jet plane when he went
by. It was pretty loud. The adrenaline starts pumping, and it was just really cool to be out there."
(About his first trip to the Speedway): "This is my first trip to the Speedway. It's really exciting
because I got to bring my son, and my wife is on her way over, so it's just really cool." (About the
Pace Car ride): "It was cool. It was neat to see how the guys take the car up high and bring it
down low and dive into the corners. It was a great experience."
***

(More)
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Rookie Thiago Medeiros will return to the track today in the No. 18 PDM Racing
Panoz/Honda/Firestone for the first time since Thursday, May 18, when he crashed during
practice. The team’s Panoz chassis was damaged beyond repair. PDM obtained a Panoz chassis
“tub” from Fernandez Racing on Friday and started building the car, with parts and pieces from
many other teams.
THIAGO MEDEIROS: “Those guys deserve it. We never thought that we could be
done by Bump Day. We always know that Bump Day is the drama, and here we are going for the
field. We hope we can get in because those guys deserve it. I mean, those guys worked all night
and pretty much put everything back together. We still have to look at the setup and make sure
everything will be fine. Check the car on the pad, and here we go. But we're definitely happy that
we're able to qualify.” (About help from other teams): “We got a lot of help from other teams. We
have at least 10 different parts from different cars. I mean, we got a big help from everybody. We
really appreciate everybody’s help. So as I mentioned before, PDM deserves to have this car in
the field. We have a very good friendship with everybody. Everybody has tried to help as much
as they can, and we appreciate everybody. It's good to have those people around us, as well.”
(About the team’s hard work): “I left here last night after doing interviews with ESPN around
9:30 p.m. I think the guys were probably here working until midnight. We got the tub the day
before yesterday at 7 p.m., and we kept working until midnight and got here at 6 o'clock in the
day and actually worked all day long. There's a lot of work to do putting everything together from
different parts and from different cars and getting them together to have it completed.” (About
relief to return to track today): “Bump Day is not a very good thing, but I never thought that I
could be in it. I've been here for the past two years, and now here I am. I know this is part of the
‘500.’ Every year is a new drama, so we'll do our best and go for the field. We are the drama this
year.”
***
Among those building the PDM car since Friday for rookie Thiago Medeiros was Rev.
Glenn O’Connor, a Roman Catholic priest who works as a part-time Catholic chaplain with IRL
Ministries. O’Connor said he has worked with the team for approximately the last 10 years. He
celebrated Mass this morning in the Trackside Conference Room and then returned to the PDM
garage to work on the car. O’Connor is the pastor at St. Joseph’s Church in Indianapolis.
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran Tyce Carlson has been in the garages this weekend, looking for a
ride for the Indianapolis 500. While he hasn’t achieved that goal yet, it appears he may have
secured a ride for the Freedom 100 Indy Pro Series race this Friday on Miller Lite Carb Day.
TYCE CARLSON: “Actually, I think we have finalized a (Indy) Pro Series deal for the
Freedom 100 with Steve Eppard and Jim Immke. We are putting together partners on the deal.
We are really concentrating on 2007. Maybe the Pro Series will be a way for me to get back in
the car, get my feel back and get ready for next year." (About his goal for 2007): "We've got a lot
of good people coming in this weekend for the ‘500,’ so we are going to try to court them for
sponsorship for next year for the big car."

(More)
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Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Helio Castroneves and the Marlboro Team Penske
crew helped an Atlanta man propose marriage this morning at the team’s garage.
Stephen Flatt decided Saturday that he was going propose to his girlfriend, Lynnette
Counts, outside of Castroneves’ garage on Bump Day. He suggested to the Marlboro Team
Penske crew the idea of Castroneves helping him propose. Castroneves and the crew agreed to
help, creating a plan in which Flatt and Counts were to wait outside the garage for an autograph
from Castroneves – Counts’ favorite driver – today.
The couple made their way to the garage this morning and waited on Castroneves. Once
Castroneves appeared and signed the autograph, Flatt turned to his girlfriend and asked her to
marry him. Before she could say yes, Castroneves said, “Why don't you say yes?” Counts took
Castroneves’ advice and accepted the proposal.
STEPHEN FLATT: “Helio is definitely her favorite. When I kind of hatched this plan
yesterday, the Penske guys were eager to do it. Adam (Hoover, Penske PR representative) and
Helio were eager to do it. I couldn't think of a better driver to do it. He's got the greatest attitude
out here. I felt he could have some fun with it. With that being her number-one driver, it was
perfect. It is going to make the trip very memorable one. Last year was our first time to Indy. This
isn't bad for a second time around. She's a big fan now, that's for sure."
LYNNETTE COUNTS: (Did you expect the proposal?): “Not at all. I know he can be
kind of sneaky, but this was perfect. I'll be here every year."
***
Arie Luyendyk Jr. is looking forward to his first Indianapolis 500 start after qualifying
31st at 216.352, working on full-tank Race Day setups during practice today. But Luyendyk, as
the second-slowest qualifier in the field, also is keeping an eye on Bump Day qualifying.
ARIE LUYENDYK JR.: "We went out there and ran 217 (mph) on the first run out,
then we went straight into a full tank. We are concentrating on race setup now. If I do have to
qualify later, we are prepared for that. We can get a lot more out of the car. I am pretty confident
in today. I'm sure if we need to rise to the occasion, we will."
***
PRACTICE REPORT:
At noon, the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with a relative humidity of 47 percent
and winds from the north at 16 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was 84
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Noon – GREEN. Track is open for practice.
12:56 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. Crew for #16 Patrick reports oil leak. Car
towed from pit lane to garage area with yellow tarp (diaper) underneath.
1:10 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Helio Castroneves is wearing a plain, white helmet today in practice instead of his usual
red-and-black paint scheme, as he is experimenting with a helmet with different aerodynamic
characteristics than his regular helmet.
HELIO CASTRONEVES: “We look at every detail, and this is a very small detail. I
didn’t want to try it in qualifying, so we’re trying it today.”
(More)
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U.S. Senator Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) presided over the annual Armed Forces induction
ceremony in front of the Bombardier Pagoda this morning on Armed Forces Day at the
Speedway. IMS Chief Executive Officer Tony George also spoke at the ceremony.
RICHARD LUGAR: (Remarks during ceremony): “I come to tell you that the future is
bright for this world. When American patriotism is at the forefront and when it is clear to the
world that we are committed, we are prepared to use foresight and the uses of our energy and our
talent. I thank each one of you for joining once again this great armed services celebration in the
state of Indiana. It exemplifies the very best of America." (About recruits): "I visited with each
one of them. They are solid people who know what they are doing. They've made a commitment
to this country. I am proud of them." (About tradition of today's event at IMS, which started in
1981): "It came about because a far-sighted gentleman, Tony Hulman, knew this was important
for the volunteer effort. He boosted all of our volunteer forces this way." (About the commitment
of the recruits): "We salute them for their service, their courage, (and) their thoughtfulness to all
of us."
TONY GEORGE: (Remarks during ceremony): "We are very proud of you and wish
you all the best. Today's ceremony is one of the proud traditions we have here at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway and the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. A week from today, you'll see the 90th
Running of the Indianapolis 500. It is a very special anniversary for us. Since our first race in
1911, Memorial Day weekend has been the time for the running of this race, and it is with
significance. Our family is proud to be a part of this special tradition honoring the men and
women, past and present, who have defended our country. While we have the largest crowd in all
of sports here next Sunday, we have the very special viewing audience at Camp Victory in
Baghdad, where active-duty soldiers will be watching the race live beginning at 9 p.m. in
Baghdad on American Forces Radio and Television Network linked to them through ABC
television broadcast. This weekend, the enlistment service performed by Senator Lugar is an
important part of what we do and what we are all about. Thank you, Senator. As always, it was a
pleasure spending this morning with you. We look forward being a part of this tradition that was
started 26 years ago. We thank you for your long service to our city, our state and to this country.
To all of you, the new recruits here today, and to all who served for our country: Thank you, and
may God bless each and every one of you."
***
Jimmy Kite, a five-time Indianapolis 500 starter, is still looking for a ride in the 90th
Indianapolis 500.
JIMMY KITE: “Walking around too much today is what I am doing. I wouldn’t say
there’s anything with really good potential. There are some people here that might bring out a car.
I would like to hope I’m one of the drivers on the list for one of those cars. But other than that,
there is nothing I can say I’m really excited about. We’ll see though, it’s not 6 p.m., yet.”
***
2:13 p.m. – #52 Papis assessed a 15-minute penalty for entering pits in Turn 4 instead of
the mandated Turn 3 deceleration lane.
2:43 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
2:46 p.m. – GREEN.
(More)
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Indianapolis-area auto racing writer Dave Argabright recently finished collaborating with
legendary National Speed Sport News editor and publisher emeritus Chris Economaki on
Economaki’s autobiography, “Let ‘Em All Go.”
Economaki is the dean of American motorsports journalism, having served as editor of
National Speed Sport News since 1950 and working as a reporter during televised auto racing
broadcast for many years.
Economaki and Argabright are participating in book signings around the Indianapolis area
leading up to Race Day for the 90th Indianapolis 500. For information on the book and to place an
order, log on to www.daveargabright.com or call (317) 631-0437.
DAVE ARGABRIGHT: “Walking here at Indy with Chris (Economaki) reminds me
really of his presence in this sport. You can’t go 5 feet without somebody stopping to talk to him,
asking him questions, giving him (news) tips, inside information and so on. It was an exciting
process. I always felt like Chris’ stories and memories really needed to be recorded on paper, and
while we were doing it, it was exciting knowing that we were really accomplishing something. I
really do believe this is a book that was 65 years in the making, or I guess, 85 years in the
making. So it was really fun; I learned a whole lot about racing and about Chris that I did not
know. When you listen to him tell what happened in 1955, you understand 2006 a lot better
because he can pinpoint the pivotal events in auto racing that led us to where we are today. To
me, it was like a great eye-opening experience to really, really understand this sport.” (What is it
that you want people to get out of this book – not only about Chris’ life, but racing as a whole?):
“What I hope people gain is a renewed appreciation in auto racing, and how complex and
dynamic and interesting of a sport it really is, with so many fascinating characters down through
the years. Every one of them left a mark, so to speak, and shaped us like a sculpture. This is why
we look why we do today, because of all these people Chris interacted with through the years –
the owners and shakers, and major players – understanding the impact they had on the sport. I just
have a much greater appreciation for what this sport is thanks to Chris’ story.”
***
At 2:45 p.m. the ambient temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity of 42
percent and winds from the north at 11 mph. The track temperature was 109 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
***
The Indianapolis 500 was featured Thursday, May 18 on the television show “Getaway”
on the Nine network in Australia. “Getaway” has been on the air since 1992 and is Australia’s
longest-running and most popular travel program. It is seen weekly by more than 2 million
viewers.
***
3:29 p.m. – YELLOW. #6T Hornish did a quarter-spin to the left in Turn 1, slid and then
did a half-spin to the right, slid along the track and made light contact with the SAFER Barrier
with the left side of the car at the exit of Turn 1. There is light damage to the left side of the car.
Hornish climbed from the car without assistance from the Delphi IRL Safety Team.

(More)
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Galen “Mut” Mutzner, 80, is making his annual trek to Indianapolis this weekend for
qualifications. Mutzner, from Sonora, Calif., has sat in Section 1 of Grandstand E nearly every
time he has come to IMS for the Indianapolis 500 qualifications. He has made the trip for the last
39 consecutive years. Mutzner is easily recognizable due to his western wear, including a cowboy
hat, bandanna around his neck and shiny belt buckle.
GALEN “MUT” MUTZNER: "I first came with some friends that came over and
wanted to go to the track one year, it was about '48, probably. We just lived over in Ohio then, it
wasn't too far to come over. We stayed for the race in '58 and still keep coming back. I've been
coming for 39 straight years. I've been in the same section almost every year I've come here. We
have a group who all just started to sit in the same spot and have a good time. We have some
people who come in from as far as Cincinnati. I always have a cold beer and a hot dog. I stay
downtown and take the bus over to the track. I enjoy going to St. Elmo's and Dunaway's when I'm
here. I always take a carriage ride with my friend Lou. She drives for Yellow Rose, one of the
original carriages." (About his favorite Indy 500 drivers): "Jim Hurtubise and, of course, Parnelli
Jones for a long time, then Lloyd Ruby. I've rooted for both of them. They should have both
crossed the finish line at the same time, that's for sure. That would have been great; something
like that would have shocked everybody.” (Favorite for this year’s race?): "Danica Patrick. You'd
better believe it." (About his favorite memories of Indy): "I think most of it is that I have fun
every year I come, so every year is a good memory. It has been wonderful to meet the people I've
met." (About watching the race): "I go home for the race. I'll be leaving Tuesday. It's the same
thing every year. The only time I stayed was the year after Parnelli Jones had the turbine. The
next year it was all rained out, and I stayed for the parade and the race, but that was the last time I
stayed for the race." (Why qualifications rather than Race Day?): "Well, you can keep an eye on
one guy or one girl at a time. You always get a tear in your eye or your heart feels heavy when
they start the ceremony for Race Day. I watch the race on TV and listen to it on the radio. When
something exciting happens, I can watch it on the television." (About the cowboy hat): "I've worn
a Stetson and long-sleeved shirts always. You'd be surprised. People smile, they turn around and
look at you. Somebody's always looking at you, and you get along just great with them."
***
3:43 p.m. – GREEN.
4:21 p.m.– YELLOW. Tow-in for #1 Andretti, who has stopped on the backstretch.
Crew reports car is out of fuel.
4:27 p.m. – GREEN.
4:52 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
***
Lucie Mays-Sulewski, the 2006 OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon women's
division winner, returned to the Speedway today as a guest of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Mays-Sulewski, a resident of Westfield, Ind., rode in a Pace Car with Davey Hamilton:
LUCIE MAYS-SULEWSKI: "It was fabulous. I got to ride up front with Davey, and it
was just great. It went a lot faster than (running) out here a couple weeks ago. It was great to be
asked to come out and do this.”
(More)
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Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway
senior director of medical services: Sam Hornish Jr. has been checked and released from the
Clarian Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 6T Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
"We were working on the race setup of the Marlboro Team Penske car, and we got stuck behind a
few people who slowed down. I slowed up, too, and when I went back on the gas, the back of the
car came out from under me. You know, things like this are a part of racing. I just feel bad for the
guys on the team, because they now have a lot of extra work to do. The bright side is that we got
this out of the way early, and hopefully, we'll be back on track and in good shape for Race Day. I
found out that I can't do this slide sideways and stuff quite as good as Marty Roth can. He
managed not to hit anything, and I couldn't do that.” (About this accident being his only mistake
all month): "It was the only one that showed up so far. Like I said yesterday, when you are on top,
there is only one direction to go. We are down there today, but hopefully we'll head back up there
before long." (About if he's relieved that it was his backup car and not his primary car): "There's a
certain amount of relief that it was today and not Race Day, and that it was the T-car and all those
other things. I wanted to go this whole month and not have any white marks on my tires.
Unfortunately, that did not happen for us this year. Hopefully we won't have any more problems."
(About how the car handles in traffic): "Definitely when you have a car that gets most of its
downforce from aerodynamics, it is pretty hard to get it working just right all the time even when
you are in traffic and also when you are out of traffic. The main thing for us to do is just to kind
of go back and look at what happened today and try to make the car better and make sure it
doesn't happen again." (About how this will change his aggressiveness): "All that other stuff kind
of goes out the window when you get out there and start racing again. You have to try to think of
the things that went wrong and how to (make them) not happen again. I'm sure that the first
couple of laps I will be a little bit more cautious, but that might be a good thing." (About how the
backup car compared to the primary car): "We did all the racetrack and stuff with the primary car
all week. This is actually the first time we've run the T-car since Opening Day. Everything should
transfer over pretty good because it transferred over from the primary car to the T-car somewhat
well. Everything looked pretty good. We actually put more downforce on when we had the
problem. (We are) trying to figure out where we need to go as far as that goes."
***
The No. 52 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone driven by Max Papis will have
sponsorship from sports-themed hair-cutting franchise Sport Clips for the 90th Indianapolis 500.
MAX PAPIS: “It’s a great effort because Sport Clips is used to NASCAR. They're used
to sponsoring a car in that kind of form, not in open wheel. So this is their first experience in open
wheel, their first experience at the Indy 500, and I'm looking forward to welcoming the president
and CEO here next Saturday.”
GORDON LOGAN (Founder and CEO, Sport Clips): “Sport Clips is excited to be
represented in the Indy 500 by Eddie Cheever Racing and Max Papis. We have always looked for
first-class teams and drivers to represent Sport Clips, and this is a winning combination. Our 200plus franchisees and 3,500 stylists are looking forward to seeing the Sport Clips car in Victory
Circle. Max will look great with a milk mustache.”
(More)
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At 5 p.m., Vision Racing general manager Larry Curry and two members of the crew for
the No. 90 Rock & Republic Dallara/Honda/Firestone fielded by Vision and driven by Townsend
Bell were in the Roth Racing garage, helping driver Marty Roth and his crew make setup changes
to the car before a qualifying attempt.
***
BUMP DAY QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
5:08 p.m.
QA-35

#18

THIAGO MEDEIROS/São Paulo, Brazil
PDM Racing - P/H/F
1 – 41.7133 – 215.759
2 – 41.6636 – 216.016
3 – 41.6858 – 215.901
4 – 41.8136 – 215.241
T 2:46.8763 – 215.729
***

Q – 34

PRACTICE REPORT:
5:19 p.m. – GREEN. Track re-open for practice.
5:37 p.m. – YELLOW. #25 Roth makes hard contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 1.
Car then makes secondary contact with the outside retaining wall in the short chute between
Turns 1 and 2. There is heavy right-side damage to the car. Roth climbs from the car without
assistance from the Delphi IRL Safety Team.
5:48 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway
senior director of medical services: Marty Roth has been checked and released from the Clarian
Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
MARTY ROTH (No. 25 Roth Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The car was
pushing for the whole month. It was still pushing today. We did some changes, and it just didn’t
work out. We’re going to be sitting this one out and hope to be in this next year.” (About the help
he received from Vision Racing and Larry Curry): “(Larry) was great and I really appreciate
everything that everything Vision did. Overall, the car was a lot better. It was definitely better, it
was a matter of getting used to it and dialing it in. All in all I thought it was a better car, it just
wasn’t ready to go qualifying.”
***
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. Track activity has concluded for the day.

(More)
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Marco Andretti will receive the Fastest Rookie of the Year Award on Tuesday, May 23,
from the American Dairy Association. He joins his father, Michael, as the first father-son winners
in the 32-year history of the award presented to the fastest rookie qualifier for the Indianapolis
500. Michael Andretti was the fastest rookie qualifier in 1984.
Mario Andretti, Marco’s grandfather and Michael’s father, was the fastest rookie qualifier
in 1965, before the award was presented.
Marco Andretti qualified ninth at 224.918 mph in the No. 26 NYSE Group
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Andretti, 19, will receive a $5,000 cash award and a plaque, and his
name will be engraved on the American Dairy Association’s Fastest Rookie trophy on permanent
display at the Speedway’s Hall of Fame Museum.
***
BUMP DAY QUALIFYING-90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 FIELD NOTES
•Marco and Michael Andretti will become the 20th father-and-son combination to have
raced in the Indianapolis 500 and the fourth father-son duo to race in the same event.
•There are six former Indianapolis 500 winners in the starting field: Al Unser Jr. (1992
and 1994), Buddy Lazier (1996), Eddie Cheever Jr. (1998), Helio Castroneves (2001-02), Buddy
Rice (2004) and Dan Wheldon (2005). Between them, they have eight victories. The record is 10,
in 1992. The fewest, other than the inaugural race in 1911, is zero in 1912.
•There are five rookies in the field, the fewest since 1999, when there were four rookies.
This year’s rookies: Marco Andretti, Townsend Bell, P.J. Chesson, Arie Luyendyk Jr., and
Thiago Medeiros. There were six rookies in 2005 and 2001, seven in 2000, eight rookies in 2004
and nine each in 2002 and 2003.
•Al Unser Jr. is the most experienced driver in the field, with 17 previous Indianapolis 500
starts. The record is 35, set in consecutive years from 1958-92 by A.J. Foyt.
•Michael Andretti has led 426 career laps in the Indianapolis 500, more than any other
driver in this year’s field.
•There are a combined 138 previous Indianapolis 500 starts among the 33 drivers in this
year’s field. The record is 260 years of experience, set in 1987 and 1992. There were 93 years of
combined experience in last year’s field.
•The oldest qualifier is Eddie Cheever, 48. The youngest qualifier is Marco, who turned
19 on March 13.
•There are 10 Panoz chassis and 23 Dallara chassis in the field
•Andretti Green Racing qualified five cars, most of any team, and the most since Team
Scandia qualified five cars in 1997.
•There are six graduates of the Indy Pro Series in the field, the most graduates in the field
ever. The six graduates are: Marco Andretti, Ed Carpenter, P.J. Chesson, Jeff Simmons, Arie
Luyendyk Jr., and Thiago Medeiros.

(More)
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Four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt decided not to make a qualification attempt
with the No. 48 Panoz/Honda/Firestone and driver Ryan Briscoe today despite preparing the car
for an attempt. Foyt called Briscoe at his Indianapolis home today as Briscoe was watching
television and asked him to come to the Speedway for a possible attempt.
A chronology of events:
4:42 p.m.
Car #48 towed to pit lane.
4:49 p.m.
Ryan Briscoe has passed physical at Clarian Medical Center.
4:55 p.m.
Briscoe in driver’s suit in A.J. Foyt Racing garage.
5:08 p.m.
Briscoe drives golf cart to A.J. Foyt Racing pit.
5:50 p.m.
Briscoe leaves Foyt pit on golf cart.
RYAN BRISCOE: (During final moments of Bump Day qualifying): “Before I go out to
qualify the car, I really need at least two laps to get up to speed and feel comfortable with the car.
I've never driven the car before, and time is ticking away. It's not looking too good.” (About
receiving call from A.J. Foyt): “I wasn't 100 percent sure that the situation was a good one just to
get in the field, and I've been hearing that the car was set up quite well. I don't think it was going
to be too difficult to get up to speed.” (After qualifying ended, about his emotions): “I haven't
even really had time to get excited. But, a little bit of disappointment, yeah. I was home watching
the CART race when I got the call. We were already against the wall, and with the (Marty Roth)
accident coming when we were getting ready to go out, it just took us out of time. It's
disappointing, but when things are put together at this late stage, these things happen. I wasn't
expecting to get this. I was ready to come out and do it. I mean, this is an amazing event, and I
had a good race last year. I was looking forward to doing it again, but there will be another day
for that.”
A.J. FOYT: “We were just working on our main car, more than anything, and the crew
was out there with it. Larry (Foyt) shook down the car earlier this month, right at 216, and we put
a motor in it and was planning on it and we just kind of run out of time right there.” (About Ryan
Briscoe): “He's very good. They'd have had to finally beat him before the day was over with.”
***
The next on-track activity is Thursday, when preparations for the Freedom 100 begin. The next
track activity day is Wednesday, which is American Family Insurance 500 Festival Community
Day.
*** END DAY 13 NOTES ***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):

9 a.m.
9-9:45 a.m.
10:59 a.m.
11-11:45 a.m.
1:15 p.m.
3:40-4 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Indy Pro Series Practice
Honorary Starter: Sam McNew, multi-sport athlete representing
Indiana Special Olympics
Indy Pro Series Practice
Indy Pro Series Freedom 100 Qualifying
Indy Pro Series Practice

Note: Subject to change due to weather.
***
On this date in 1986, Bobby Rahal passed Kevin Cogan on a lap 198 restart and claimed
his only Indianapolis 500 victory as a driver. On this date in 1980, Johnny Rutherford earned his
third Indianapolis 500 victory driving the #4 Pennzoil Chaparral.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
GEOFF DODGE (2005 Knoxville Nationals Fast Track to Indy winner): “In 1988, I
was sitting on my couch in my living room watching Rick Mears drive the Penske car off the
pole. It was the Pennzoil car. I remember he dropped way back in the race and he came back and
won the race. I was 5 years old, and I think that was the point in time that I became really
impressed with Rick and decided that I really wanted to come to Indy.”
***
Did you know?: In just its fifth season, the Indy Pro Series™ has put eight graduates on
the fast track to the Indianapolis 500. Six of the eight Pro Series graduates entered in the 90th
Indianapolis 500 qualified for the race. They are: Marco Andretti, Ed Carpenter, P.J. Chesson,
Arie Luyendyk Jr., Thiago Medeiros and Jeff Simmons.
***
Indianapolis 500 entry update: Car name for #61 is now: #61 CheapCaribbean.com/Blue
Star Jets Panoz/Honda/Firestone.
***
FREEDOM 100 PRACTICE REPORT:
9 a.m. – Rain fell overnight at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The start of practice has
been delayed due to track drying.
At 9:15 a.m., the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with a relative humidity of 82
percent and winds from the south-southeast at 13 mph. The track temperature was 78 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
9:20 a.m. – GREEN. #4 Giebler first on track.
9:25 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
9:35 a.m. – GREEN.
10:05 p.m. – CHECKERED. #1 Cunningham fastest at 187.839 mph.
(More)
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James Chesson, who will attempt to qualify for the Freedom 100 in the No. 76 PSI entry,
is also the spotter for his brother, IndyCar Series driver P.J. Chesson. James Chesson made three
Indy Pro Series starts in 2004, with a win at California Speedway.
JAMES CHESSON (No. 76 PSI Dallara/Firestone): “I love spotting. It was pretty
nerve-wracking at first, but it turned into being something I enjoy. There’s a good group of guys
up there, so you always have a good laugh before and after. Spotting for P.J. and knowing him
gets interesting, because he can turn into a werewolf over that radio. Sometimes you have to tell
him to tone it down. I think it’s good and bad. You know he’s motivated. You know he’s going.”
P.J. CHESSON (IndyCar Series driver, #91 Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I love having him. I couldn’t ask for a better spotter. He’s the best
spotter to have. He’s a great racer and my best friend, and when he talks on the radio, I listen. I
respect him. It gives me a real good feeling and a sense of confidence. It’s great.”
***
FREEDOM 100 PRACTICE REPORT
At 10:55 a.m., the ambient temperature was 73 degrees with a relative humidity of 78
percent and winds from the south-southeast at 10 mph. The track temperature was 100 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
11 a.m. – GREEN. #7 Howard first on track.
11:23 a.m. – #24 Wilson penalized five minutes for pit road speed violation.
11:32 a.m. – #7 Howard penalized five minutes for pit road speed violation.
11:34 a.m. – #9 Wieringa penalized five minutes for pit road speed violation.
11:45 a.m. – CHECKERED. #1 Cunningham fastest at 187.589 mph.
***
Two Indy Pro Series teams have direct ties to teams with cars in the Indianapolis 500.
Cheever Racing, which will field cars for Eddie Cheever and Max Papis in the “500,” also fields
full-time entries for Chris Festa and Nick Bussell in the Indy Pro Series. Andretti Green Racing,
which has five entries in the Indianapolis 500, fields two full-time entries, for Jonathan Klein and
defending Freedom 100 winner Jaime Camara.
***
Sean Guthrie, who is making his Indy Pro Series debut this weekend, is the son of threetime Indianapolis 500 starter Jim Guthrie.
***
Indianapolis Colts defensive tackle Montae Reagor visited the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway on Wednesday during American Family Insurance 500 Festival Community Day.
MONTAE REAGOR: “It’s always good to be out at the Speedway. I really enjoy seeing
all of the excitement that is already building up for the ‘500.’ I get to come out here and meet fans
that I never thought I would meet.” (About the Minnie Indy Charity Race): “It was a fun event for
the kids. I got a kick out of it myself because I was excited to see the characters. It is great to see
the excitement out here even when it is Disney characters. The kids were competing for position
and bumping into cars, acting like the race car drivers.” (Attending the Indianapolis 500): “I’ve
been out here the past two years, and it is an emotional rush that you will never feel anywhere
else in your life. The way those drivers maneuver at those speeds is absolutely amazing. They
handle the pressure of an event like this in an incredible way.”
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Sam McNew, a 21-year-old Special Olympian from Noblesville, Ind., was the honorary
starter for the second Freedom 100 practice session today.
SAM McNEW: “I want to thank everybody for letting me come. I went out there and did
my best, and I thought it was really cool. I just did it. I want to thank the race car drivers for being
here. I admire the race car drivers.”
***
SWE RACE CAR PARTS POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY:
1 p.m. – The air temperature was 79 degrees with a relative humidity of 72 percent and
winds from the south-southwest at 14 mph, gusting to 22 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The
track temperature was 101 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Qualifying specifics:
•The drivers’ qualifying speed is the average of two laps.
•Drivers will take the green flag on the second time past the flag stand.
1:15 p.m.

#76

QA-1

1:18 p.m.

#25

QA-2

JAMES CHESSON/Far Hills, N.J..
PSI
1 – 49.5785 – 181.530
2 – 49.5722 – 181.553
T 1:39.1507 – 181.542

Q–1

TYCE CARLSON/Indianapolis
Automatic Fire Sprinklers, Inc.
1 – 49.2284 – 182.821
2 – 49.2941 – 182.578
T 1:38.5225 – 182.699

Q– 2

SEAN GUTHRIE/Albuquerque, N.M.
Car Crafters
1 – 49.5851 – 181.506
2 – 49.6180 – 181.386
T 1:39.2031 – 181.446

Q–3

CHRIS FESTA/Atlanta
Cheever Racing Formtek
1 – 48.8194 – 184.353
2 – 48.9621 – 183.816
T 1:37.7815 – 184.084

Q–4

#25 Carlson takes pole.
1:21 p.m.

#41

QA-3

1:25 p.m.

#51

QA-4

#51 Festa takes pole.
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SWE RACE CAR PARTS POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY: (Cont.)
1:29 p.m.
#6
JON HERB/Orlando, Fla.
AERCON
QA-5
1 – 50.7508 – 177.337
Q– 5
2 – 50.7408 – 177.372
T 1:41.4916 – 177.355
1:32 p.m.

#9

QA-6

1:36 p.m.

#8

QA-7

1:40 p.m.

#26

QA-8

1:43 p.m.

TOM WIERINGA/Chicago
Racing for Kids-Logistics Management
1 – 52.1468 – 172.590
2 – 52.5994 – 171.105
T 1:44.7462 – 171.844

Q– 6

MISHAEL ABBOTT/Coral Springs, Fla.
SME Motorsports
1 – 50.0523 – 179.812
2 – 50.0143 – 179.949
T 1:40.0666 – 179.880

Q– 7

ALEX LLOYD/Isle of Man, United Kingdom
Automatic Fire Sprinklers, Inc.
1 – 48.8689 – 184.166
2 – 48.9381 – 183.906
T 1:37.8070 – 184.036

Q–8

WADE CUNNINGHAM/Auckland, New Zealand
Brian Stewart Racing
QA-9
1 – 48.2170 – 186.656
2 – 48.3376 – 186.190
T 1:36.5546 – 186.423
#1 Cunningham takes pole.
1:47 p.m.

#1

#52

QA-10

1:50 p.m.
QA-11

#4

Q–9

NICK BUSSELL/Ionia. Mich.
Cheever Racing
1 – 49.1840 – 182.986
2 – 49.2833 – 182.618
T 1:38.4673 – 182.802

Q – 10

PHIL GIEBLER/Oxnard, Calif.
Guthrie Racing Car Crafters Special
1 – 49.9112 – 180.320
2 – 49.9730 – 180.097
T 1:39.8842 – 180.209

Q – 11
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SWE RACE CAR PARTS POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY: (Cont.)
1:54 p.m.
#24
BOBBY WILSON/Oconomowoc, Wis.
Kenn Hardley Racing
QA-12
1 – 49.2720 – 182.660
Q – 12
2 – 49.2865 – 182.606
T 1:38.5585 – 182.633
2 p.m.

#27
QA-13

2:03 p.m.

#2

QA-14

2:07 p.m.

#7

QA-15

2:11 p.m.

#11

QA-16

2:14 p.m.

#3

JONATHAN KLEIN/Long Grove, Ill.
Klein Tools/Turn-Key Forging
1 – 49.2567 – 182.716
2 – 49.2705 – 182.665
T 1:38.5272 – 182.691

Q – 13

MATTHEW HAMILTON/Christchurch, New Zealand
Kiwi American Racing
1 – 49.6157 – 181.394
2 – 49.7554 – 180.885
T 1:39.3711 – 181.139

Q – 14

JAY HOWARD/Basildon, England
Lucas Oil/Isilon/Sam Schmidt Mtrspt
1 – 48.5593 – 185.340
2 – 48.5425 – 185.405
T 1:37.1018 – 185.372

Q – 15

JAIME CAMARA/Goiania, Goias, Brazil
CELG
1 – 48.6975 – 184.814
2 – 48.7678 – 184.548
T 1:37.4653 – 184.681

Q – 16

BRETT VAN BLANKERS/
New Westminster, British Columbia

Inner City Recycling
1 – 49.9776 – 180.081
2 – 50.1220 – 179.562
T 1:40.0996 – 179.821

QA-17

2:18 p.m.

#42

Q – 17

TOM WOOD/Calgary, Alberta
Kenn Hardley Racing
QA-18
1 – 49.1787 – 183.006
Q – 18
2 – 49.2370 – 182.789
T 1:38.4157 – 182.898
#33 Dodge did not present for qualifying due to engine change after second practice.
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SWE RACE CAR PARTS POLE QUALIFYING NOTES:
• This is Wade Cunningham’s first career SWE Race Car Parts Pole Award of the season
and the second of his Indy Pro Series career. This is Cunningham’s first pole on an oval. His last
pole came at Watkins Glen International last September.
• This is the second pole position for Brian Stewart Racing. The team’s last pole position
was with Cunningham at Watkins Glen International last September.
• The winner of the SWE Race Car Parts Pole Award has gone on to win the Freedom
100 every year since the inaugural race in 2003. Ed Carpenter (2003), Thiago Medeiros (2004)
and Jaime Camara (2005) each won the race from pole.
• Rookie Jay Howard will start second. He has qualified on the front row for each of the
Indy Pro Series races on ovals. Howard is second in series points behind Jeff Simmons, who is
not competing in this event.
• Defending race winner Jaime Camara qualified third, matching his best qualifying
effort of the season. He also qualified third for the season-opening race at Homestead-Miami
Speedway.
• Alex Lloyd, who is making his first start on a oval, will start fifth. Sean Guthrie, who is
making his first start in the series, will start 12th.
• Tom Wood qualified sixth despite missing his turn in line because the team was
changing the engine following the second practice.
***
Jimmy Bowker, a fourth-grade student from Highland, Ind., and his teammate, Indy 500
rookie Arie Luyendyk Jr., won the Minnie Indy Charity Race on May 24 at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. Bowker was awarded an all-expense paid trip to Disneyland in Southern
California to take with his immediate family, and Luyendyk won a $25,000 donation from Disney
to donate to a charity he selected, the Lance Armstrong Foundation. Each of the 35 drivers
competing in the Minnie Indy Charity Race was awarded $1,000 from Disney to donate to the
charity of their choice. The “Minnie” race took place during American Family Insurance
Community Day in honor of the 50th anniversary of Disneyland, “The Happiest Place on Earth,”
and the 90th running of the Indianapolis 500, “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.” Thirty-five
fourth-graders from Johnston Elementary in Highland, Ind., were selected to ride with 31 drivers
competing in the 2006 Indianapolis 500 and four Indy legends, Johnny Rutherford, Lyn St.
James, Tom Sneva and Jim Rathmann, in cars taken from the Disneyland Autopia attraction.
ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 61 CheapCarribean.com/BlueStarJets Panoz/Honda/
Firestone): “It was nice to win something for charity. I’m sure Jimmy will remember it forever.
Jimmy did a great job. I was really happy he won the trip, and it was a lot of fun.”
***
Team Leader Motorsports will welcome former “Survivor” contestant Rupert Boneham
to its garage (E2) at 3:15 p.m. Friday for a special photo event. Boneham will place a "Rupert's
Kids.” sticker on the #98 Curb Records Team Leader Special, and the Care For Kids Foundation
also will place a sticker on the #98 Curb Records Team Leader Special for "Hearts
Remembered," an initiative to recognize 700 children buried in unmarked graves in Crown Hill
Cemetery in Indianapolis.
(More)
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Ethanol industry leaders, politicians and the Indy Racing League will discuss the benefits
of renewable energy and its use in the 90th Indianapolis 500 today at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. Indiana Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman announced a new award in memory of IndyCar
Series driver and biofuel advocate Paul Dana. Dana, who was fatally injured in an accident earlier
this year, was a proponent of ethanol and Indiana’s biofuel industry.
GREG DANA (Brother of the late Paul Dana, about how Ethanol Summit came
together due in large part to his brother’s efforts, and about the award the state of Indiana
created in his brother’s honor): “We’re very, very proud of Paul, and we are very thankful of
Tony (George) and the staff at the Speedway of embracing his vision. We’re really amazed with
the turnout and the support it’s gotten, and very, very honored as a family that Governor (Mitch)
Daniels and Lieutenant Governor (Becky) Skillman have chosen to honor Paul with the Paul
Dana Award for Leadership in Biofuels. I can’t think of a greater honor for Paul, we’re very
happy that the governor has chosen to use his name to encourage people to push this issue, to
break through barriers and improve the use of ethanol and all bio fuels, which is a great benefit
and long-term plan for the state of Indiana and our country.”
BECKY SKILLMAN (Lieutenant Governor of Indiana): “This is an exciting day for
Motorsports; this is an exciting day for Hoosiers and the future of the state of Indiana. The Indy
Racing League, such a partner with us now and helping us raise the awareness of bio fuels, and
more important than that, they are now a role model in our efforts to raise that awareness. This is
a great day for Hoosier farmers, of course, who produce the raw materials to make that ethanol
and soy bio diesel, it’s a good day for the environment. These new ethanol production facilities
create a number of new jobs for Hoosiers, and we’re proud that Indiana can do it’s part to reduce
our dependence on foreign oil.” (I hear you’re going to take a lap around the track today):
“Certainly looking forward to taking a lap around the track. Many of my close friends and family
members know of my need for speed, so I’m just hoping to get behind the wheel, if that would be
possible. What a tradition of our Hoosier state. I’m pleased to here today and see the smiles on
faces and everyone having a great time.”
TOM DORR (Under Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture):
“My gut impression is … I actually got a little emotive when Mr. (Charles) Burns took me up into
the Pagoda. I looked out on the (Speedway) and as I mentioned earlier, my dad was a farmer and
a business guy and he loved Indianapolis Speedway. This is such a family entrepreneurial
tradition, and the Indy Racing League, Mr. George and his grandfather and the family’s
involvement. And then I thought about ethanol. Ethanol is a family emotive tradition, started out
as a bunch of farmers looking out for a better market for their corn in the original energy crisis. It
all happened right here in the Midwest. There are a lot of entrepreneurs, there’s lots of family
business developers in the Midwest, and I think the Indy Racing League, Mr. George and his
family, the people involved around ethanol, it’s a great story that ultimate results in better
security, better availability of energy and ultimately a better life for our kids and our grandkids to
sustain and maintain what’s very precious to us. I just think this exemplifies the best of what this
country is all about.”

(More)
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Playa Del Racing announced a sponsorship agreement with Lena Maid Meats for the #21
Videopoker.com Panoz/Honda/Firestone entry driven by Jaques Lazier, and the #12
Panoz/Honda/Firestone entry to be driven by Roger Yasukawa for the Indianapolis 500.
Lena Maid Meats is a complete meat processing company and retail sales outlet located
in Lena, Ill., hometown of Playa Del Racing co-owner Susan Schafer. Founded more than 52
years ago, it has earned a reputation for high-quality, locally raised fresh meats, maple sugarcured hams and bacon, and a wide selection of specialty sausage products.
KEVIN KONING (General manager, Lena Maid Meats): “We decided to support the
Playa Del Racing Team for a few reasons: Being race fans; and supporting Susan (Schafer), who
is originally from Lena, Ill. We base our business on quality, and everything about Playa Del
Racing is quality. I like their approach and the desire they have to succeed. We make a very
unique beef jerky product that has won many awards at the state and national levels. The Playa
Del Racing Team seems to enjoy our products, and we certainly have loved the opportunity to
send it to them for their enjoyment. Having some recognition at this level doesn’t happen every
day in Lena, Ill. Lena Maid Meats just launched a new Web site (www.lenamaidmeats.com), and
we can now ship product anywhere in the country, so the timing is right for us to expand our
marketing platform. We feel this is a great opportunity for Lena Maid Meats and, of course, for us
to help the teams to eat well.”
SUSAN SCHAFER: (Co-owner, Playa Del Racing): “I’m pleased to work with Kevin
and all of the folks at Lena Maid Meats. Having my hometown support me and the team in this
endeavor has been an enriching experience. Playa Del Racing is hoping to represent Lena Maid
Meats very well in this year’s Indy 500. It’s been special to have Lena Maid Meats be a part of
our team because everyone loves them. Their product nourishes our team, and taking good care of
our crew is really important to us. Kevin and the rest of the Lena Maid Meats people have
stepped up to help us in that way. We are really hoping to give them something to cheer for this
Sunday when our two drivers take the green flag for the 90th running of the Indianapolis 500.”
***
Team Leader Motorsports has added a pair of sponsors for the 90th Indianapolis 500.
Di Lusso Deli Company, a division of Hormel Food Sales, will serve as an associate
sponsor for the #97 Effen Vodka Team Leader Special driven by Stephan Gregoire and the #98
Curb Records Team Leader Special driven by PJ Jones.
XLR8 energy candy will be featured on Jones’ No. 98 car, which will feature a paint
scheme similar to the “Old Calhoun” car made famous by Jones’ father, 1963 Indianapolis 500
winner Parnelli Jones. XLR8 also is a sponsor of the NASCAR entry of Dale Earnhardt Jr.
PJ JONES (No. 98 Curb Records Team Leader Special Panoz/Honda/Firestone):
“We are extremely excited to add XLR8 to the growing list of sponsors on the No. 98 Curb
Records Team Leader Special. The XLR8-98 (car) is solid and poised for a competitive finish.”
***
FREEDOM 100 FINAL PRACTICE REPORT:
3:40 p.m. – GREEN. #1 Cunningham is first on track.
4 p.m. – CHECKERED. #7 Howard was fastest of the session with lap of 186.493 mph.
(More)
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Harrah’s Entertainment Inc., the world’s largest casino entertainment company,
announced it will sponsor the No. 4 Panther Racing Honda-powered Dallara in the 90th
Indianapolis 500.
JOHN BARNES (About the Harrah’s sponsorship for the 90th Indianapolis 500):
“At 2 o’clock in the morning we signed the agreement. And they’re a great company. They have
been here in the IRL before, and they’re a great partner in NASCAR with Robby Gordon. He’s
really turned his program around and a lot of that is because of the support that Harrah’s gives
him.” (Is there a chance this will go full-season?): “They’re going to be here Race Day and, like I
said, it was just finished this morning at 2 o’clock and there are already on-going discussions
about the future. We also have a big announcement for us on Saturday, here, about a program that
we’re starting, and we’re very excited about.” (Is Panther’s financial future secured at this
point?): “Last year we came to Indy, we had Pennzoil, Rockstar, (a) huge General Motors
commitment, the (Jonathan) Byrd program and millions and millions of dollars, and I think we
came to the Speedway 23rd or 24th in points. We’re eighth this year, so we’re very proud of what
we’ve accomplished, what Vitor has accomplished, and he’s a great partner and a great friend.
We look forward to a long future.”
***
St. Petersburg, Fla. Mayor Rick Baker, who was instrumental in working with the Indy
Racing League and Andretti Green Racing to bring the Honda Grand Prix of St. Petersburg to his
city in 2005, will be in Indianapolis throughout the weekend and will attend the Indianapolis 500
and other related activities. Baker spent six years as a child living a short distance from the
Speedway in Indianapolis and attended his first Indy 500 race at the age of 9, and will be
available for interviews this weekend. Contact Eve Cline at (727) 424-4061 if interested.
***
GEOFF DODGE (No. 33 Knoxville Fast Track To Indy): (About his day): "We went
out in the first session today and struggled a bit. I was pretty frustrated with our performance, and
then went out in the second practice session and had some engine problems. It may have dropped
a valve, but in any case we dropped a cylinder, so we had to change motors. Unfortunately, we
didn't get the motor changed in time for qualifying, so that means we'll be starting from the back
tomorrow. That means that the only place to go is up. The guys worked real hard to get us back
out there. We didn't have a chance to even put the car on the setup pad, so this last practice was
all about making sure the motor was running and that there were no major problems. I have to
give my guys credit. They worked really hard to get this car back together and get us back out
there for a little practice this afternoon. It was a tough day for us, but we got through it." (About
his strategy for the race): "Anytime that you start from the back, it's really hard to formulate a
strategy. A lot of it has to do with what kind of race car we have tomorrow. If everyone falls into
line and looks like they're minding their P's and Q's pretty well, then we'll start to try to pick them
off. I know this is the biggest race of the year and there will be some nervous race car drivers out
there. A lot of guys will be looking to go out and prove something, so there could be a lot of
crashes too. I think the best plan for us is to get the start and see where everybody stacks out and
if the opportunity presents itself to move forward quickly then we will, and if not then we'll hang
a little while and let things settle down."
(More)
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Due to tomorrow’s Miller Lite Carb Day concert, the Yellow Media Lot will be closed.
Media credentials will be honored in the Yellow Lot, located just north of the Yellow Media Lot.
We apologize for the inconvenience.
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE: (All times local)

8 a.m.
8 a.m.–5 p.m.
11 a.m.-noon
Noon-12:30 p.m.
12:30-1:30 p.m.
1:30-3 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Public Gates Open
Vintage car display, Hall of Fame Museum lot
IndyCar Series Practice
Freedom 100 Pre-race
Indy Pro Series Freedom 100 Race
Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge
Miller Lite Carb Day Concert, featuring the B-52’s and Third Eye Blind
***END DAY 14 NOTES***
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TODAY AT THE TRACK (all times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Vintage car display, Hall of Fame Museum lot
11 a.m.-noon
IndyCar Series Practice
Noon-12:30 p.m.
Freedom 100 Pre-race
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Indy Pro Series Freedom 100 Race
1:30-3 p.m.
Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge
Note: Subject to change due to weather.
***
On this date in 2002, Helio Castroneves became the fifth driver to win back-to-back
Indianapolis 500s, winning the 86th Running of the Indianapolis 500. On this date in 1996, Buddy
Lazier claimed his first Indianapolis 500 victory, a two months after sustaining a broken back at a
race in Phoenix.
***
In celebration of the 90th Running of the Indianapolis 500, various personalities
associated with “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” will give their favorite “500” memories.
Here’s today’s memory:
JOHN LEWIS (IRL Vice President of League Development): “In 1998, I was the
director of facilities and Al Michaels was broadcasting on ABC from the scoring pylon on the
front straightaway. He was on a 10-foot by 10-foot stage that straddled pit wall. We had to tear it
down in three minutes because he had to get from there to the broadcast booth before the start of
the race. I wasn't in charge of Al Michaels, but was in charge of the facilities. We tore the stage
down, and I had to hustle up to race control because I was also calling the race with Brian
(Barnhart). I was running up the frontstretch and the National Anthem started, so I stopped next
to Eddie Cheever's car and stood for the Anthem. When I was standing on the straightaway with
all the cars and the Anthem started and the fighter planes went overhead, I was almost in tears."
***
Did you know?: Only two drivers have won the pole position, the pit stop competition,
and the Indianapolis 500 all in the same year. Bobby Unser swept the all three events in 1981
Buddy Rice accomplished the feat in 2004.
***
Rahal Letterman Racing announced a partnership with St. Pauli Girl Beer and Barton
Beers, Ltd., the exclusive importer of the German beer May 25. The program will see the brand’s
logo appear on the No. 16 Argent Mortgage Honda/Panoz of Danica Patrick for the 90th running
of the Indianapolis 500.
BOBBY RAHAL (Co-owner, Rahal Letterman Racing): “We are pleased to establish
this partnership with St. Pauli Girl. St. Pauli Girl is just the latest example of an established brand
incorporating Danica’s RLR program and the Indy 500 into their marketing initiatives.”
FRED GRAEFENHAIN (National Brands Marketing Vice President, Barton Beers,
Ltd.): “St. Pauli Girl Beer is thrilled to support Danica Patrick and Rahal Letterman Racing in
their quest to win the Indy 500. Both Danica and the Indy 500 appeal to St. Pauli Girl consumers,
so it’s a great partnership for our brands.”
(More)
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The start of Indianapolis 500 practice will begin under a running yellow today so drives
can locate the caution lights around the facility.
***
Selected quotes from today’s availability with Rahal Letterman Racing:
DANICA PATRICK: (On having fans in her native Illinois): "I know that there's a lot of
friends and family coming, not only from Illinois but from Arizona and all over the place. I think
that in Illinois there's a lot of them. I think that everyone gets to choose their own favorite driver
to cheer for. It's kind of like football or basketball or any of those sports. Cheer for your state,
right? If you're from Chicago, you cheer for the Bears or the Bulls. A lot of fans cheer for drivers
from their own state." (On this year versus last year): "It's not as easy as last year. This year has
been, I suppose, a little bit more rewarding in the sense that we've had to work so hard to make
the car as good as it has been. I would take last year over this year from a standpoint of speed.
There year has been much more difficult I would say just because there's much more work on the
track. As well as the fact that there's still a lot of media. It's still continuous, there's a lot of it."
(On the weather this year): "I'd like to think that from last year to this year one of my biggest
improvements has been on keeping up with the race car and making sure it handles well from the
beginning of the race to the end as well as from full fuel to no fuel and tires from when they're
new to the end. Hopefully that helps in the race, but we'll see about the changing conditions.
Definitely one of the things is that you don't know what happens to the race car when it gets hot."
(What is it like to be a veteran this year?): "Last year I showed that I had speed and that I could
race." (Do you feel more established now that rookies like Marco Andretti are gauging their
rookie performance by you?): "I'm flattered that people compare themselves to me. I think it
shows that everybody is a rookie at some point. These rookies right now are going to be great at
one point."
BUDDY RICE: (Plans for today and Race Day in regards to the weather.): "We'll have to
do a fairly long run this morning just to make sure everything is right. I still don't think the
weather is going to be exactly how it's going to be Sunday. It's going to be at least 10 degrees
hotter. So we are still going to have to see the humidity and see what the motor's going to be
like." (On the expected heat and how that will affect the race): "I think our cars are competitive in
racing. They were not set up for whatever it takes for the pole. I think we've obviously picked up
the pace throughout the month. We're the only team on the Panoz the full time up to this point,
and I think we've done a pretty good job. I think what's going to happen during racing is really
different. One, it's going to be sort of a shock just for the fact that we don't know how the cars are
going to react in and out of traffic, and it's going to be whatever's most efficient to keep up with
the changing weather all day throughout the race. Obviously, it has rained a bunch of times since
the last time we were out on the track, as well, so the track is definitely going to be different
again.”
BOBBY RAHAL: (Which of your drivers do you want to see win?): "I don't care,
specifically, who comes to the podium on Sunday afternoon between the three. I'd like to see one
of our three, and we're going to do everything we can."

(More)
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The Make-A-Wish Foundation has joined PDM Racing as an associate sponsor for the
team's effort for the Indianapolis 500. The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of
children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope,
strength and joy.
JEFF MATTHEWS (Associate Partner, PDM Racing): “We are extremely proud to
have the Make-A-Wish Foundation a part of this journey. It is our goal to promote the foundation
well this weekend, and we will display Make-A-Wish on our car."
***
Ethanol is presenting $2,500 to the driver who records the fastest lap on five practice
days during the Month of May. The “Ethanol Fastest Lap” is presented May 10, 11, 17, 18 and
26. In addition to the ethanol awards, Cholula Hot Sauce awarded $15,000 to Sam Hornish Jr.,
who completes the Fastest Lap of the Day on May 19.
ETHANOL FASTEST LAP WINNERS:
Date
Driver
Speed
May 10
Sam Hornish Jr.
226.056 mph
May 11
Sam Hornish Jr.
226.789 mph
May 17
Sam Hornish Jr.
224.381 mph
May 18
Sam Hornish Jr.
224.951 mph
CHOLULA HOT LAP OF THE DAY WINNER:
Date
Driver
Speed
May 19
Sam Hornish Jr.
227.925 mph
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 FINAL PRACTICE REPORT:
At 10:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 75 degrees with a relative humidity of 67
percent and winds from the west at 18 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature was
92 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
11 a.m. – YELLOW. Track open under a running yellow.
11:04 a.m. – GREEN. Track open for practice.
11:13 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
11:17 a.m. – GREEN.
11:30 a.m. – All 33 starters have been on track for at least one lap.
11:31 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
11:40 a.m. – GREEN.
***
Jim Beam awarded Philip Keeney of Mechanicsburg, Pa., and three guests the unique
opportunity to do “double-duty,” by attending both the Indianapolis 500 and the Coca-Cola 600
on May 28. Keeney and his guests will receive VIP treatment the entire weekend. They will
watch each race from a VIP suite and will travel from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to the
Indianapolis International Airport via helicopter following the race and fly on either Michael
Andretti or Robby Gordon’s private jet to Charlotte for the NASCAR event.
(More)
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Texas Motor Speedway President Eddie Gossage, applauding Michael Andretti and Al
Unser Jr. coming out of retirement to compete in Sunday’s Indianapolis 500, would like the
sport’s legendary names to take it a step further.
Gossage announced today that he is offering a $100,000 sponsorship fee if Andretti and
Unser would “un-retire” one more time and participate with the rest of the talented Indy Racing
League IndyCar Series field in the Bombardier Learjet 500k on Saturday, June 10 at Texas Motor
Speedway.
Should Andretti and Unser both participate in the Bombardier Learjet 500k, the
sponsorship would be activated and each driver’s team would receive a $50,000 check. Both
drivers must compete in “America’s Original Nighttime Indy Car Race” to activate the $100,000
sponsorship. The cars also would be required to carry a “Texas Motor Speedway 10 Years
Strong” decal on each side, but both drivers would be allowed additional sponsorship on their
respective cars.
EDDIE GOSSAGE (President, Texas Motor Speedway): “Michael Jordan ‘unretired,’ championship boxers do it all the time, so why not Michael and Al Jr. one last time for
the great fans at Texas Motor Speedway that have supported and embraced the Indy Racing
League over the past 10 years? Running in the Indy 500 this weekend proves the competitive
juices still flow in both of them, so we thought providing the necessary sponsorship support
would give them sufficient reason to compete in Texas.”
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 FINAL PRACTICE REPORT: (Cont.)
Noon – CHECKERED.
FASTEST SPEEDS OF SESSION
Pos. Car
Name
1
6
Sam Hornish Jr.
2
8
Scott Sharp
3
9
Scott Dixon
4
10
Dan Wheldon
5
11
Tony Kanaan
6
15
Buddy Rice
7
26
Marco Andretti
8
2
Tomas Scheckter
9
3
Helio Castroneves
10
20
Ed Carpenter

C/E/T
Speed
D/H/F
220.698 mph
D/H/F
220.316 mph
D/H/F
219.992 mph
D/H/F
219.847 mph
D/H/F
219.611 mph
P/H/F
219.591 mph
D/H/F
219.519 mph
D/H/F
218.698 mph
D/H/F
218.587 mph
D/H/F
218.417 mph
***
At 10:20 a.m., Indy Pro Series driver Geoff Dodge was applying a Ticket Director logo to
the sidepods of his No. 33 car. Ticket Director is one of the sponsors of the Knoxville Nationals
Fast Track to Indy program, which Dodge won last August. The No. 76 entry driven by James
Chesson has added Part Sourcing International and 360 Brake decals to its car.

(More)
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FREEDOM 100 RACE SPECIFICS:
•The race is 100 miles, 40 laps on the 2.5-mile oval.
•Pit road speed limit is 45 mph.
•The green flag to start the race will be shown on the third time past the flag stand.
•Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford will drive the Chevrolet Corvette Pace
Car.
FREEDOM 100 PRE-RACE:
At 12:10 p.m., the ambient temperature was 75 degrees with a relative humidity of 67
percent and west-northwest winds at 19 mph. Skies were mostly cloudy. The track temperature
was 95 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
12:33 p.m. – Command to start engines by Chris Economaki, editor emeritus of National
Speed Sport News, and grand marshal of the event. All 19 starters on track for pace laps.
On second warmup lap, #24 Wilson spun while warming his tires. Car continues on track.
***
FREEDOM 100 RACE RUNNING:
Lap 1: GREEN. Kevin Doyle, Vice President, Sales, Miller Brewing Company, waved
the green flag. #1 Cunningham leads field into Turn 1.
Lap 2: #4 Giebler accessed drive-through penalty for jumping the start of the event.
Lap 5: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by .4747 of a second. #4 Giebler to pit road to
serve his penalty.
Lap 10: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by .0158 of a second.
Lap 11: #7 Howard passes #1 Cunningham for lead entering Turn 1. #1 Cunningham
makes move for lead off Turn 4. He leads at the line by .0635 of a second.
Lap 15: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by .2741 of a second.
Lap 20: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by 1.2212 seconds.
Lap 25: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by 1.7894 seconds.
Lap 27: #76 Chesson to pit lane for tire pressure and wing adjustment.
Lap 31: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by .8305 of a second.
Lap 35: Working heavy traffic, #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard by .6421 of a secondb.
Lap 38: #7 Howard makes pass for the lead in Turn 1. Cunningham attempts make a pass
coming off of Turn 4.
Lap 39: WHITE: #1 Cunningham leads #7 Howard at the line by .0007 of a second. The
lead pair nearly collide racing for the lead in Turn 2. Cunningham goes to the outside in Turn 3
and the pair run side-by-side. Cunningham completes the pass in the short chute between Turns 3
and 4.
Lap 40: CHECKERED: #1 Cunningham wins the Freedom 100 by .6889 of a second.

(More)
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FREEDOM 100 POST-RACE NOTES:
• This is Wade Cunningham’s first win of the season and the second victory of his Indy Pro
Series career.
• Cunningham is the fourth consecutive pole sitter to win the Freedom 100, joining Ed
Carpenter (2003), Thiago Medeiros (2004) and Jaime Camara (2005).
• This is the second win for Brian Stewart Racing in the Indy Pro Series. It previously won
with Cunningham at California Speedway last October.
• Cunningham has finished second and first in his first two starts at Indianapolis.
• This was the fastest race in Indy Pro Series history, with an average speed of 184.679.
The previous best average speed was 173.112 mph at Michigan Speedway in 2004.
• This is the fifth Indy Pro Series race to run caution-free. The last caution-free race was at
Pikes Peak in August, 2004.
• Jay Howard finished second, his fourth consecutive top-three finish.
• Jaime Camara finished third, his best finish of the season. His previous best finish was
11th at Homestead-Miami Speedway earlier this year.
• Geoff Dodge, who started 19th, finished eighth, the biggest move of any driver in the
field.
***
Former Heisman Trophy winner and NFL standout Eddie George is at the Speedway.
EDDIE GEORGE: “From my days with the Titans, this was like my second home. I feel
welcome here. (About his experience at the Speedway): “It’s been amazing. This is my second
race. I’ve been to NASCAR (races). But this is unlike anything else.”
***
th
RESULTS OF THE 30 CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE:
Qualification Round
1. Marlboro Team Penske (#3 Castroneves), 8.6398 seconds.
2. Andretti Green Racing (#27 Franchitti), 8.7586 seconds.
3. Marlboro Team Penske (#6 Hornish Jr.), 8.9405 seconds.
4. Rahal Letterman Racing (#15 Rice), 9.1060 seconds.
5. Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#9 Dixon), 9.5118 seconds.
6. Andretti Green Racing (#11 Kanaan), 9.551 seconds.
7. Andretti Green Racing (#26 Andretti), 9.8859 seconds.
8. Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#10 Wheldon), 10.2462 seconds.
9. Andretti Green Racing (#7 Herta) 9.9150 seconds
10. Rahal Letterman Racing (#16 Patrick), 17.9074 seconds (3-second penalty for right rear tire
out of the pit box.)
Note: Positions 7-10 are eliminated from the competition.
Quarterfinals
Rahal Letterman Racing (#15 Rice) 9.7450 def. Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#9 Dixon), 12.2402
(Dixon given three-second penalty for equipment outside the box).
Andretti Green Racing (#11 Kanaan) 8.6719 def. Marlboro Team Penske (#6 Hornish), 8.6923
(More)
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Semifinals
Marlboro Team Penske (#3 Castroneves), 7.7365 def. Rahal Letterman Racing (#15 Rice), 9.2871
Andretti Green Racing (#27 Franchitti), 8.4471 def. Andretti Green Racing (#11 Kanaan),
11.7395.
Final
Marlboro Team Penske (#3 Castroneves), 8.0852 def. Andretti Green Racing (#27 Franchitti),
8.4428. Castroneves climbed the fence after winning the pit stop challenge.
CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE NOTES:
•
The winner of the Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge has gone on to win the
Indianapolis 500 five times: Bobby Unser, Penske Racing (1981); Danny Sullivan,
Penske Racing (1985); Jacques Villeneuve, Team Green (1995); Helio Castroneves,
Marlboro Team Penske (2002), Buddy Rice, Rahal Letterman Racing (2004).
•
Marlboro Team Penske won $50,000 of the $100,000 purse for winning the
Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge. Andretti Green Racing earned $15,000.
•
This is Marlboro Team Penske’s ninth win in the Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge. It
is the winningest team in the history of the contest. The last time Marlboro Team Penske
won the contest was 2005 with Sam Hornish Jr. This is Helio Castroneves’ second win.
He also won in 2002, when he went on to win the Indianapolis 500 that year.
•
Castroneves’ team recorded two of the fastest pit stops in the history of the competition.
His semifinal time of 7.7365 was the fastest time recorded, according to IRL Timing &
Scoring, while his final round time of 8.0852 seconds was the fastest final round time
recorded.
***
CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE QUOTES:
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
“It's been interesting this month for the entire organization. Sam (Hornish) capturing almost every
day of speed, number-one spot, even the pole position. Now, we've captured the pit stop
competition. It's big for everyone, and every team out there knows. So hopefully we'll continue in
that direction. These guys, I always feel like they're incredible. When Rick called me and asked
me to come in and get some practice in, now I know what he means by hit the marks.” (About the
final): “What I did, I knew Dario (Franchitti) was waiting be for he left, and before I was like,
right away on the green flag drop, so I saw he was waiting and I thought that I was going to mess
up, as well, so I decided to wait and see if he messed up as well. I knew that I just had to beat
him, and I knew that we'd be able to get the time and I'd be the fastest to come out. I almost
messed up, I went too fast, but I stopped. The brakes worked, and I stopped right there.”
TIMOTHY WHITE (Marlboro Penske left-rear tire changer): "I feel ecstatic. This is
what we work all season for. We get excited because we get just a little window during the year
to get some recognition, so this is what we try really hard for. Helio's the best driver to be a part
of that."
(More)
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CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE QUOTES: (Cont.)
RICK RINAMAN (Chief mechanic, #3 Marlboro Team Penske
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "These guys did a great job. We practice pit stops, and specifically
started practicing the Indy 500 pit stop back at the shop in January. We practiced all this week.
We would have substitute drivers come in when Helio wasn't around, and they would come in
and hit the marks for us. Sometimes they were long, sometimes they were short, and sometimes
they were right on the marks. That's good for us to have that difference because it gives us the
confidence that we can change no matter where we stop. We knew that Helio was coming into to
town, so we got him back in the car, and it gives him an idea of what the brakes feel like and stuff
like that. It was Helio's day off, but he came in to help us, and we appreciate that. He's behind us,
and we're behind him, and boy, did it pay off today. He couldn't have hit his marks any better
today, and these guys behind me, what a job they did. It's unbelievable." (About the fast semifinal
stop): "I think we knew that we needed to step up the first one. We did an 8.6 seconds before that,
and we knew that we could do better, so we stepped up and proved what we could do. Everyone
was on the ball, and we knew that we could do a 7. And when we did that 7.7 in the semifinals,
the object of the final stop was just to be smooth. I told them just do what you need to do, and
hopefully we'll come out on top, and that's what we did today."
TIM CINDRIC (President, Penske Performance, Inc): "The main thing for us is to
just stay focused throughout the year. This is what these guys come to do. We worked hard last
year and weren't quite as successful, but these guys continue to not settle for anything but the
best. These guys continue to be consistent and come in here and do the job. You see the results
we had, and on a day like today it makes all of the practice worthwhile."
DAVE POPIELARZ (Chief mechanic, #27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): "Honestly, for us to come this far is really good. We are down a guy,
and another guy is operating with a broken leg. We are walking wounded right now. The average
age for this team is 40 (years old). We are working hard. We had some bad stops last year, and
we worked hard over the winter. We are proud to be where we are right now."
DARIO FRANCHITTI (#27 Klein Tools/Canadian Club Dallara/Honda/Firestone):
“They did really good. We had a tough time in Japan. It was a very impressive performance.
These guys wanted to win badly, and hopefully we get it done Sunday." (About what the
competition does for the team): "This was good for the guys. They practiced so bloody hard for
this."
***
Clarification: Marlboro Team Penske’s notes contain an inaccurate time for Helio
Castroneves’ pit stop in the semifinal round. Please refer to the IRL times for the correct time.

(More)
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Rick Rinaman, chief mechanic for the #3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Honda/
Firestone driven by Helio Castroneves, was named the winner of the 2006 True Grit Award.
Chris Paulsen, owner of C & R Racing, Inc., announced Rinaman as the 10th winner of the True
Grit Award, which was presented earlier today.Paulsen, an Indy-style chief mechanic for many
years, presented the $5,000 award to Rinaman.
CHRIS PAULSEN (Owner, C & R Racing, Inc.): “Rick Rinaman definitely
exemplifies my meaning of the True Grit Award. He has won six Indianapolis 500s and three of
those victories he was chief mechanic. Rick has worked with Team Penske for over 23 years. He
started as a truck driver and worked to be one of the best in the business.”
RICK RINAMAN (True Grit Award winner): “My teammate (Clive Howell) is a past
winner. I’m one of the elite group of chief mechanics to receive the award. It is an honor for me
and the rest of my team.”
***
Willy T. Ribbs, the first African-American to start the Indianapolis 500, is visiting the
track today.
WILLY T. RIBBS: (How is your shooting these days?): “Shooting is going great. In
fact, I have the U.S. Open coming up next weekend in Columbus, Kan., but coming back to
Indianapolis, is the biggest race on the planet. I don’t care where or what it is; this is the biggest.”
(Here to see any drivers this year?): “Here to see my old friend Mike Andretti, Al Unser Jr., and
some of the guys I use to work with, is like coming home.” (Any predictions?) “Michael
(Andretti) is tough. Michael knows how to run 500 miles. He’s been there. He’s probably got
more laps led than anybody around here. But he’s got to deal with the Penske Panzers. The
Penske Panzers are tough baby. Both (Helio) Castroneves and the ‘Horn’ (Sam Hornish Jr.) are
going to be tough to beat, especially if they hook up. But I think Michael (Andretti) has what it
takes to take them on. But I think this is going to be an awesome show, and I’m going to witness
it.”
***
Brad Brewer, chief mechanic for the #18 PDM Racing Panoz/Honda/Firestone, was
named the winner of the the 20th Clint Brawner Mechanical Excellence Award. Presented
annually since 1987 by the Clint Brawner Foundation and underwritten by Firestone Racing, the
award pays tribute to the memory of the late Clint Brawner, chief mechanic on six national
champion cars in AAA- and USAC-sanctioned series. It rewards a chief mechanic at Indy each
May who “exemplifies the mechanical and scientific creativity, ingenuity, perseverance,
dedication, enthusiasm and expertise” of Brawner.
BRAD BREWER (Chief mechanic, PDM Racing): “Paul (Diatlovich) called and asked
if I was ready for a challenge. We didn’t get the tub until 6 o’clock Friday (the eve of pole
qualifying). We worked until 2 a.m. that night and until 3 a.m. Saturday night to get it all
together. I have no idea how we did it, but everybody pitched in to get it done. And we could not
have done it without the help of everyone in this garage area.”
PAGE MADER (General manager, Race Tire Development, Firestone Racing):
“Firestone commends Brad on the dedication and perseverance necessary to keep the crew
focused on the task of getting Thiago’s car into the race. Brad joins a long list of great mechanics
to win the Brawner award and is a most deserving addition to this prestigious club.”

DAY 15 – Friday, May 26, 2006 – Miller Lite Carb Day
Page 10
Selected quotes from Vision Racing press availability:
TONY GEORGE (Co-owner, Vision Racing): "I am very pleased with the way things
have gone so far. Certainly, it has met my expectations. Over the offseason, we made the decision
to drop our Indy Pro Series program so we could concentrate on the second car for the full season
from a number of onsets and points of view. I think the planning and preparation that we put into
the offseason has proven successful. I think we should really see some results. I said from the
beginning I wouldn't make any predictions on how we would do this year, but we would let the
results speak for themselves. It was always my expectations that come Indy, we would add a third
car to our stable. It would most likely be a second-weekend qualifier. We would be in a position
to fill the field. I had a number of drivers calling me about a third car, and one of them was
Townsend (Bell). He presented an interesting opportunity. For one, he is a very qualified driver
with a variety of experiences under his belt. He had an opportunity to provide us with a really
strong third effort. He also introduced us to the gentleman on my left (Michael Ball) on the way
back from Japan and really made it possible that we were able to turn the second-week effort into
a full run program. I think it has really added a lot to our team from the fact that they he came
right in and worked with a number of people from Panther (Racing). He seemed to fit right in and
allowed us to develop a very cohesive month of May plan. He was certainly a front-runner all
week long. That has really helped the team evolve with a number of issues. Having Michael
(Ball) coming on board has been a blessing. He is engaged as an individual and has been very
hands-on and very creative. He is very much focused on image and doing things right. He has
made it possible for us to do this program right. All credit to Michael and his organization. I just
wanted you all to have the opportunity to meet him because he has created a lot of fun. He has
certainly made it possible for a lot of people to sit up and take notice of Vision Racing this year in
addition to what the drivers have done."
MICHAEL BALL (CEO, chief designer, and founder, Rock & Republic): "I pretty
much grew up with the Indianapolis 500. We had a tradition on my family. It's a pretty big
family, as well. Coming to the hallowed grounds has been spectacular. It's even hard to explain.
It's so cool. I've been around motorsports for a while, there's so many sights and sounds, but
there's something about the fresh-cut grass or that this track wasn't designed on a computer that
makes it very special to be here. From the perspective of what we're doing as being a part of this
team in May, it's not necessarily anything we're looking to do for an advertising issue, it's really
for an image and who we are as a company. Open-wheel motorsports, the IRL and the
Indianapolis 500, in particular, is something that we want to be a part of, and we would like to see
something like this go forward and for us to become stronger and build a team and continue this.
It's been real positive for us.” (Would you like to have future involvement with this racing
team?): "I would love to see this relationship grow and turn into something long term soon. I
definitely want to be in racing." (Are you looking to use this as a marketing test, too?): "We
intend to use this as a bounce if you will ,in the men's market and create a little for the women, as
well. But yes, we'll get something done in regards to what we're doing this weekend." (Do you
have any plans to create your own brand of race wear?): "That's always an option. Nothing on the
drawing board right now, but I'm a huge fan of racing, so that wouldn't be a far stretch."
(More)
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ED CARPENTER (No. 20 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “That was kind
of the whole plan coming into this season. We grew a lot over the winter. We more than doubled
in size, so we had a lot more people around to do some of things I was trying to do last year in
addition to driving. Coming into this season, that was all I really wanted to do was drive. I
worked hard to better myself as a driver so I could be focused on that part of the team. Not that I
didn't care about the other parts, I just needed to do what I needed to do to better myself. I think it
helped me a bunch. We've got great people and put the right people in the right places on this
team."
TOWNSEND BELL (No. 90 Rock & Republic Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (What's
going through your mind two days before the Indianapolis 500?): "The standard stuff. I'm trying
to think about what the race is going to be like and what sort of mentality I want to have on Race
Day. It's a long race. Even this morning on our last little outing, I think I went out with a pack of
about 10 cars, and everybody was racing and trying to get in front to feel what the car felt like in
traffic. It's pretty indicative of what is going to happen; you're going to have make smart moves
all day long, be patient and make sure you maximize what you have. It's been such a trouble-free
month from almost every standpoint that it seems like things just happened pretty seamlessly for
us as a team, trying to add a third car. It just gives you confidence. I feel confident and
comfortable and very excited about the race."
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 2 Vision Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (What have
you learned in your first four starts?): "It's a combination of things. I've learned that it's a 500
mile race, not a 450-mile race, first of all. There's so many different things to this race. It's great
being here and having Rock & Republic on our cars; it's such a great young image. We get so
much positive influence from the fans out there screaming. I enjoy having them on our car and
wearing the jeans and their clothing, and the whole team has grown closer together this month. I
think in this month Vision Racing has put itself in a category that it wasn't in before. We want to
keep this ball rolling and make sure we get a good result when Sunday comes along." (About
team dynamics): "The whole team is doing a great job of getting along. I've been with Ganassi,
which has won championships, and I've been with Panther, and they've won championships. But
how quickly this team has bonded has been great. The chemistry between me and Ed at the
beginning and me and Townsend now. It all helps push the team a lot further."
***
There is no on-track activity scheduled for Saturday. The next on-track day is the
Indianapolis 500 on May 28.
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE (All times local):
8 a.m.
Public Gates Open
9-10 a.m.
Indy 500 Driver Autograph Session, Pagoda Plaza
11 a.m.
Public Drivers Meeting, pit lane in front of Tower Terrace
Noon-2 p.m.
IPL 500 Festival Parade, downtown Indianapolis
6 p.m.
Track closes
*** END DAY 15 NOTES***
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Good morning.
Anton H. (Tony) George, chief executive officer of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Corporation, members of the Hulman-George family and the entire Speedway and Indy Racing
League staff welcome you to the World’s Greatest Race Course and the 90th Indianapolis 500Mile Race.
***
90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 ORDER OF THE DAY (all times local):
6 a.m.
Military bomb signifies opening of track
8 a.m.
Spectacle of Bands
10 a.m.
Celebrity red carpet entrance
10:30 a.m.
Josh Kelley performance on Coca-Cola stage
11 a.m.
500 Festival Princess lap begins
11:30 a.m.
“On the Banks of the Wabash” – Purdue University Band
Cars placed in position
11:33 a.m.
Vintage Plane flyover
11:41 a.m.
Celebrity/VIP Parade Laps
11:50 a.m.
Marion County Sheriff Motorcycle Drill Team
Engine warmup period (10 minutes)
12:05 p.m.
Military Recognition March behind Chevrolet Silverado vehicles
12:12 p.m.
Live Music by Staind on Pagoda stage
12:24 p.m.
“God Bless America” – Florence Henderson, Victory Podium
12:30 p.m.
Driver Introductions
12:55:30 p.m.
National anthem – Members of U.S. Armed Forces, Victory Podium
Military flyover
12:57 p.m.
“Drivers To Your Cars” announcement
12:59 p.m.
Invocation, Archbishop Daniel Buechlein
1 p.m.
“Taps” – Purdue University Band
1:02:20 p.m.
“Back Home Again in Indiana” – Jim Nabors, Victory Podium
Balloon Spectacle
1:03:40 p.m.
“Lady and Gentlemen, Start Your Engines” – Mari Hulman George, Victory
Podium
1:04 p.m.
2006 Chevrolet Corvette Z06 Pace Car leads Parade Lap and Pace Laps –
driven by Lance Armstrong
1:11:40 p.m.
Start of the 90th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race
Note: Subject to change due to weather.
***
The Speedway’s Daily Trackside Report system will provide you with information
throughout and after the 90th Indianapolis-500 Race, including race running, statistical and
scoring information, records and the unofficial and final box scores. Prize money will be
announced at the Victory Celebration on Monday night.

(More)
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The 91st Indianapolis 500-Mile Race is scheduled for Sunday, May 27, 2007. Ticket
information can be found in a foldout page between pages 16-17 of the 2006 Indianapolis 500
Official Program. Ticket information also can be obtained by calling the Speedway’s ticket
office, (317) 492-6700 or (800) 822-INDY, or by logging on to
www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com.
***
Brian Barnhart, an Indianapolis native, is the president and chief operating officer of the
Indy Racing League. He is the chief official of the 90th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race.
***
Seven-time Tour de France champion Lance Armstrong will drive the Chevrolet Corvette
Z06 Official Pace Car leading the field to the start of the 90th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. During
caution periods in the race, three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford, from Fort
Worth, Texas, will be the driver. Jim Haynes, from Phoenix, will serve as observer from the Pace
Car. Under the caution, cars will close up behind the Pace Car.
***
The 33-car field, aligned in the traditional 11 rows of three, will get the green flag on the
third time past the flag stand. The starters for the Indy Racing League are Bryan Howard of
Lomita, Calif., and Paul Blevin, of Riverside, Calif. Both are in their 10th year.
***
Bobby Santos III won the 61st “Night Before the 500” USAC National Midget Car Series
event Saturday night at Indianapolis Raceway Park.
***
Bryan Tyler led the final 90 laps to win the 58th “Little 500” USAC Sprint Car event
Saturday night at Anderson Speedway.
***
Five members of the United States Armed Forces – one each from the Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy – will sing the National Anthem before the start of the 90th
Indianapolis 500 today at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
The singers are: U.S. Air Force, Staff Sgt. Edward “Justin” Allen; U.S. Army Guard,
Sgt. Jennifer Castle; U.S. Coast Guard, (MU1) Lisa Taylor; U.S. Marine Corps, Gunnery Sgt.
Remayl Shaffer-Hardy, U.S. Navy, Petty Officer (MU3) Landon Crissup.
Allen and Shaffer-Hardy are Indiana natives.
***
PRE-RACE HISTORICAL RACE NOTES:
• The best finish by a woman in the Indianapolis 500 was fourth by Danica Patrick in 2005.
• Since 1949, the warmest ambient temperature recorded in Indianapolis on Race Day was
91 degrees in 1953. There have been three Race Days with a temperature of 90 degrees or
greater.
• Marco Andretti and Michael Andretti will be the fourth father-son combination to race in
the same Indianapolis 500. They join Mario and Michael Andretti and Mario and Jeff
Andretti and Al Unser and Al Unser Jr.
(More)
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On this date in 2000, Juan Pablo Montoya won the Indianapolis 500 for Chip Ganassi’s
second win as a team owner. Ganassi was co-owner of Patrick Racing’s entry in 1989 when
Emerson Fittipaldi won the race. Incidentally, that race also took place May 28.
***
Did you know?: The winner’s wreath debuted at Indy in 1960 when Jim Rathmann
showcased an exotic-looking, dark yellow and brown flower wreath after winning the 44th
Indianapolis 500, while in 1936 Louis Meyer began the tradition of drinking milk in Victory Lane
after he requested a glass of buttermilk. A dairy industry executive happened to see a photograph
of Meyer drinking the buttermilk in Victory Lane. Thinking it was regular milk, he vowed to
make sure that this tradition would be carried on in the coming years.
***
PRE-RACE CELEBRITY RED CARPET QUOTES:
CARMELO ANTHONY (NBA star, co-owner, Carmelo Hemelgarn Racing): “It's going to
be a great day. Everybody is excited about the race, the drivers. I'm looking forward to being part
of a great, safe race. I've never been here. This is my first Indy 500. I've watched it before on TV,
and it's incredible. I don't know what to expect, but I'm ready for it. I'll be in the pits for the start.
I can't wait.”
PATRICK DEMPSEY (Actor, co-owner, Vision Racing): “Coming back is quite an honor.
This is an incredible experience. I'm very excited and optimistic about the race. I really enjoy
being here. I love the people and the organization and the drivers who are here. I really enjoy my
time." (Of all the things you could be doing, why racing and why the Indy 500?): "I guess
because I grew up watching the ‘500.’ To be a part of it now, I really love it." (Did you have a
favorite driver in those years watching the 500?): "There are a lot of drivers I've always followed.
A.J. Foyt is certainly a personality you have to think of when you think of the ‘500.’ And I was
talking to today to Jr. (Al Unser Jr.). To see him back in the car is great. I've always been a big
fan of his. It's hard to say favorite, because the more you get to know them, the more you love
them all." (Predictions on a winner for today?): "I think we (Vision drivers Tomas Scheckter,
Townsend Bell, Ed Carpenter) have a really good shot. I think (Scott) Dixon has a good shot too.
I think he's a sleeper and then, Penske, you never know. I think it's going to depend on how
everything plays itself out. The temperature is going to make it a lot more competitive and make
it a great race. I hope it's a safe race, first and foremost. I hope our team does well. I hope we're
there at the end.”
ANGIE EVERHART (Model): “I'm here for the beer. Go Danica!”
JORGE GARCIA (Actor): “I'm coming to see the race. I got invited to come and be a part of
the whole spectacle. America wants Danica (Patrick) to win, but I'm also pulling for Tony
Kanaan. We ran into him a couple nights ago. He seems pretty cool, and now I have someone to
root for.”
(More)
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SUGAR RAY LEONARD (Former champion boxer): “This has been an incredible experience
for me. It's been just remarkable and exhilarating. Words cannot describe the energy here. This is
my first time here, and it won't be my last. I went around the track with Al Unser in the Pace Car.
Scary! But wonderful." (Have you watched the race before?): "I will now." (Do you have any
drivers you're cheering for today?): "Cheering for Eddie Cheever and Danica Patrick.”
LUDACRIS (Musician, actor): “I wanted to come because Michael Andretti coming out of
retirement means a lot. I think it's a beautiful thing. I have my heart set on him to win. I've been
to the Daytona (500) before – this is my first time at Indy – and seeing that this is bigger than
Daytona, I just wanted to be here. I know this is a competitive sport just like rap is, so I can
relate.”
MICHAEL MADSEN (Actor): “I brought my sons to see the race. My youngest one here, I'd
like him to be a driver some day. I think he has some natural abilities, and I'd like to see him race
some day. What better thing to do than take him to the Indy 500? It's the biggest sporting
spectacle in the world. There's nothing like the Indy 500. This is huge.”
PAT O'BRIEN (Television host): “This is spectacular. It is a place that I have always wanted to
come to. The energy is amazing. I can't wait to hear the engines start.”
LALA VASQUEZ (MTV VJ, fiancée of NBA star and IndyCar Series team co-owner
Carmelo Anthony): “I'm excited about it. This is my first race. I'm just looking forward to P.J.
(Chesson) and his car doing well in the race. This is a really fun time." (About what she thinks
about P.J. Chesson): "I like him. He has a great personality. He has a real, great personality which
works with Carmelo (Anthony). I think it's a great team.”
***
Playa Del Racing announced primary sponsorship agreement with Ethos Environmental
for the #12 Panoz/Honda/Firestone entry to be driven by Roger Yasukawa, and an associate
sponsorship agreement on the #21 Videopoker.com Panoz/Honda/Firestone entry driven by
Jaques Lazier for the Indianapolis 500. Ethos Environmental is a manufacturer and distributor of
a unique line of fuel reformulating products under the name Ethos Fuel Reformulators, or Ethos
FR. Ethos is conceived to work with any fuel in an internal combustion engine. It adds cleaning
and lubricating qualities to any type of fuel or motor oil, allowing engines to perform cooler,
smoother and with more vigor.
ENRIQUE VILMORIN (Ethos Environmental CEO): “We’re very excited to
participate in the development of this type of race team. We are not supporting the big guys, but
we are here at the Indy 500 because of the grassroots racer – we love their spirit. Like the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and this great race, we wanted to pay tribute to their history with
the support of a team that is going about racing the old-fashioned way…through hard work and
determination. Ethos Environmental is very happy to join with one of the Indy Racing League’s
teams, Playa Del Racing, in participating in the development of the renewable energy fuels
markets, like ethanol.”
(More)
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Checkers Drive-In Restaurants announced that it is working with Cheever Racing to
demonstrate support for Operation Gratitude and US Troops.
RICHARD S. TURER, Vice President of Marketing, Checkers Drive-In
Restaurants, Inc.: “This year marks Checkers®/Rally's fourth year as a category-exclusive
sponsor of the Indy 500. Cheever Racing is giving us the opportunity to reinforce our support for
Operation Gratitude and our brave men and women in uniform. The No. 52 will feature the logo
for Operation Gratitude, a nonprofit dedicated to sending care packages to troops deployed
overseas. Our restaurants across the country are collecting gifts for Operation Gratitude¹s
packages, and we are honored to have the opportunity to showcase their mission. Max is back,
and we wish him the best of luck on race day.”
MAX PAPIS (No. 52 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Displaying the
Operation Gratitude logo to bring attention to Checkers/Rally's initiative in support of troops for
the biggest race in the world is a great honor. It is a great program and I'm happy to be a part of it.
I'm from Italy, but America has welcomed me into their country and my wife and I make our
home here. I'm very proud of our troops and what they are sacrificing to give us the opportunity
to go race tomorrow."
***
Max Papis is carrying a Pineapple decal in honor of former open-wheel racing standout
Alex Zanardi, who helmet carried a pineapple decal on his own helmet.
MAX PAPIS (No. 52 Cheever Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I spoke with Alex a
couple of days ago and one of the promises I made to him was to carry the pineapple both on my
helmet and on my car. You know, pineapple, Alex is a hard-headed guy. I'm going to be carrying
the pineapple with me on the car and on my helmet, and he's going to be here in soul with me."
(About his relationship with Zanardi): "He's like my brother. We've known each other since we
were twelve years old. We got to know each other on the go-kart track and we developed a great
relationship after being teammates both in Formula 1 and Formula 3 and other different things.
And he is one of the closest guys to me."
***
10 WARMEST INDIANAPOLIS 500 RACE DAYS (1911-2005)
(Data from National Weather Service, Indianapolis)
Year
1937
1919
1953
1977
1978
1929
1934
1913
1921
1972

Race Date
May 31
May 31
May 30
May 29
May 28
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 27

High Temp (F)
92
91
91
90
90
89
88
87
87
87

Race Winner
Wilbur Shaw
Howdy Wilcox
Bill Vukovich
A.J. Foyt
Al Unser
Ray Keech
Bill Cummings
Jules Goux
Tommy Milton
Mark Donohue
(More)
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Golf legend Jack Nicklaus is at the Speedway today.
JACK NICKLAUS: “It’s a little busier than the last time I was here. We just took a spin
around the track, and you start to look at the people who come to this, and man, there are a lot of
people who come here.” (About this experience): “It’s something you have to do once in your
life.”
***
RACE SPECIFICS FROM SATURDAY’S DRIVER’S MEETING:
• The race becomes official after 101 laps.
• The pit-lane speed is 60 mph
• The pace speed to the green will be approximately 110 mph.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRE-RACE:
At 12:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 86 degrees with a relative humidity of 67
percent. Winds were from the south-southwest at 9 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. Track
temperature was 120 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
1:04 p.m. – Command to fire engines by Mari Hulman George, chairman of the board,
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. All 33 cars started and rolling on the track.
***
INDIANAPOLIS 500 RACE RUNNING:
Lap 1: Boxing great Sugar Ray Leonard throws green flag. #6 Hornish leads field into
Turn 1. #3 Castroneves passes for lead in Turn 3 and brings #10 Wheldon with him. Hornish falls
to third. Castroneves leads Wheldon at the line by .1285 of a second.
Lap 2: YELLOW. Teammates #92 Bucknum and #91 Chesson make contact in Turn 2.
#92 Bucknum does a full-spin and collects #91 Chesson. Both cars make contact with the SAFER
Barrier. There is moderate damage to the front and left-rear of #92 Bucknum. There is moderate
front-end damage to #91 Chesson. Both drivers climb from their car without assistance. Leaders
under caution are: #3 Castroneves, #10 Wheldon, #6 Hornish, #11 Kanaan, #2 Scheckter.
Lap 6 pit stop report: Fuel only -- #97 Gregoire, nine seconds; #61 Luyendyk, six
seconds. Four tires, fuel -- #98 Jones, 16 seconds.
Lap 7: GREEN. #3 Castroneves leads field into Turn 1.
***
#3 Helio Castroneves led at the end of Lap 1. Castroneves also led the opening lap in
2003, which was the year his teammate Gil de Ferran won the race. Castroneves’ teammate for
this year's race is WorldPoints Visa Pole sitter, Sam Hornish Jr.
***
Lap 10: #10 Wheldon passes #3 Castroneves for the lead. He leads at the line by. 4491 of
a second.
Lap 15: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 1.2551 seconds.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: P.J. Chesson and Jeff Bucknum have been checked and released
from the Clarian Medical Center. Both are cleared to drive.
(More)
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Lap 20: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 1.8873 seconds.
Lap 23: #11 Kanaan makes pass of #6 Hornish for second place. Pit report: #18
Medeiros, #98 Jones to pits. Front and rear wing adjustment for Jones, car handling was loose, 39
seconds. Four tires and fuel for #18 Medeiros, 13 seconds.
Lap 25: #18 Medeiros given black flag for pit-speed violation. #6 Hornish passes #11
Kanaan for lead on the backstretch for second. #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by .9669 of a
second. Pit report: #7 Herta to pits, four tires, fuel, tire pressure adjustment, 11 seconds.
Lap 26: #61 Luyendyk to pits, adjustment, 11 seconds.
Lap 27: #41 Foyt to pits, four tires, fuel, 21 seconds.
Lap 28: #14 Giaffone to pits. #18 Medeiros to garage with electrical problem.
Lap 30: Working heavy traffic, #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 5.9697 seconds. Pit
report: #97 Gregoire to pits, four tires, fuel, front and rear wing adjustment, 19 seconds.
Lap 31: #12 Yasukawa to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 32: #55 Yasukawa to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 34: #21 J. Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 35: Leader #10 Wheldon on pit road. New leader is #6 Hornish, who leads #11
Kanaan by 1.1702 seconds. Pit report: Four tires, fuel -- #15 Rice, 10 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 11
seconds; #4 Meira, 12 seconds; #2 Scheckter, 12 seconds.
***
JEFF BUCKNUM: “I’m not really sure. I spun, and I’m not sure why. It snapped
around the back end, and I’m not sure how it happened.”
P.J. CHESSON: “I don’t know. I’d usually like to say that’d be a rookie mistake, but I
don’t know. He looked like he was down below the white line and just lost it on the second lap,
driving without his head. Unfortunately, he took out his teammate.”
***
Lap 36: Pit report: Four tires, fuel -- #16 Patrick, 15 seconds; #52 Papis, 13 seconds; #90
Bell, 13 seconds; #1 Mi. Andretti, 14 seconds; #27 Franchitti, 14 seconds; #27 Franchitti, 11
seconds; #14 Giaffone, 14 seconds; #9 Dixon, 11 seconds.
Lap 37 pit report: Four tires, fuel -- #8 Sharp, 14 seconds; #26 Ma. Andretti, 11 seconds;
Lap 38: Lead three cars #11 Kanaan, #6 Hornish and #9 Dixon on pit road. New leader is
now #10 Wheldon. Pit report: Four tires, fuel -- #11 Kanaan, 11 seconds; #5 B. Lazier, 16
seconds; #6 Hornish, 11 seconds.
***
•#11 Tony Kanaan led the race for the first time today on Lap 38. This is the fifth
consecutive year that Kanaan has led the race, starting with his rookie year in 2002. He is the only
driver in Indianapolis 500 history to lead five consecutive races starting with his rookie year. Rick
Mears, from 1979-84, is the only driver to have led six consecutive races. Mears started his string
with his second Indianapolis 500 start.
***
LARRY FOYT: “We weren’t handling very well out there. We were in the way, and
there was no sense in us doing that. We missed on the setup, and we couldn’t get it back.”
(More)

DAY 16 – Sunday, May 28, 2006 – 90th Indianapolis 500 Race Day
Page 8
Lap 40: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 12.1765 seconds.
Lap 43: #7 Herta to pits. Handling problem. Team changes rear wing, four tires, fuel.
Four minutes, two seconds.
Lap 44: #98 Jones to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 45: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 13.7112 seconds.
Lap 47: #41 Foyt to garage, out of race with handling problem.
Lap 48: #97 Gregoire to pits, four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment.
Lap 50: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 13.6393 seconds. Track temperature is 124
degrees, according to Firestone engineer.
Lap 52: #61 Luyendyk to pits, four tires, fuel, front and rear wing adjustment.
Lap 55: #55 Matsuura to pits, four tires and fuel, 10 seconds.
Lap 56: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 13.0917 seconds. Pit report: #98 Jones to pits,
four tires, fuel, 15 seconds; #97 Gregoire out of race, handling.
Lap 60: #10 Wheldon leads #6 Hornish by 13.9483 seconds. #10 Wheldon has lapped
11th-placed Castroneves. Pit report: #14 Giaffone to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds.
Lap 62: #4 Meira to pits, four tires and fuel, 11 seconds; #7 Herta to pits, four tires, fuel,
front wing adjustment, 20 seconds.
Lap 63: #15 Rice to pits, four tires and fuel, 10 seconds; #12 Yasukawa to pits, four tires,
fuel, stall in pits, 26 seconds.
Lap 65: #9 Dixon makes pass of #6 Hornish for second. #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by
20.6733 seconds.
Lap 66: YELLOW. #2 Scheckter spins off of Turn 4 and makes light contact with the
outside retaining wall on the frontstretch. Car does 1½ spins and makes heavy contact with the pit
attenuator. Scheckter is assisted from the car by the Delphi IRL Safety Team.
Lap 67: #61 Luyendyk to garage, out of race, handling.
Lap 70: Leaders to pit road for four tires and fuel. #10 Wheldon wins race off of pit road
followed by #9 Dixon, #11 Kanaan, #6 Hornish and #27 Franchitti. Pit report: Four tires, fuel –
#11 Kanaan, 10 seconds; #26 Ma. Andretti, 12 seconds; #51 Cheever, 10 seconds; #20 Carpenter,
15 seconds; #52 Papis, 12 seconds; #10 Wheldon, 11 seconds; #6 Hornish, nine seconds; #9
Dixon, 10 seconds; #16 Patrick, 13 seconds; #4 Meira, 14 seconds; #8 Sharp, 14 seconds; #1 Mi.
Andretti, 13 seconds, dashboard readout problems; #5 B. Lazier, 15 seconds; #31 Unser, 19
seconds; #17 Simmons, 16 seconds; #27 Franchitti, 14 seconds; #88 Dare, 27 seconds. Four tires,
fuel, front wing adjustment – #90 Bell, 12 seconds; #3 Castroneves, 11 seconds, short fill on fuel
for track position. Four tires, fuel, front and rear wing adjustments – #55 Matsuura, 12 seconds.
Lap 76: Ambient temperature is 87 degrees. Track temperature is 121 degrees, according
to Firestone engineers. GREEN. #10 Wheldon leads field into Turn 1.
Lap 80: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .3154 of a second.
Lap 85: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .4481 of a second.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: Tomas Scheckter has been checked and released from the Clarian
Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
(More)
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RON HEMELGARN (Co-owner, #91 Chesson, #92 Bucknum): “It’s very
disappointing when you have two cars, teammates, take each other out on the first lap. Ten years
ago we were in Victory Circle; today we’re dead last. That’s just part of racing.”
***
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “The handling was horrible. It was too dangerous for all the
other guys. I think it was wiser to stop so we don’t cause any problems.”
***
ARIE LUYENDYK JR.: “It was pretty good at first. Once the fuel went down, the car
was so loose it wasn’t even funny how hard it was to drive. It was the first time that thing ever
has been like that. Maybe it was the hot conditions. It was just better for me not to be out there.
We didn’t have a gear to run in between third and fourth to get up to speed. I was just a bystander
out there. I was going to crash the thing if I would have been out there the whole day. It was just a
moment waiting to happen every corner.”
***
Lap 90: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by 3.1587 seconds
Lap 91: #21 J. Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds.
***
When #2 Tomas Scheckter crashed in today's race, it marked the third time in his fiveyear Indianapolis 500 career that his race ended with an accident (2002, 2005, 2006). In 2003,
he finished fourth and completed the full 500-mile distance. In 2004, he finished 18th and was
one lap down when the race was cut short at the 180-lap mark due to rain.
***
Lap 95: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by 1.8621 seconds.
Lap 98: #3 Castroneves to pits, four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment, 12 seconds.
Lap 99: #20 Carpenter to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds.
Lap 100: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .6960 of a second.
Lap 101: #17 Simmons to pits, four tires, fuel, 11 seconds.
Lap 102: #15 Rice to pits, four tires, fuel, 11 seconds.
Lap 104: #4 Meira to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 105: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .4623 of a second. Pit report: #55 Matsuura to
pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds; #16 Patrick to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 106: Four tires and fuel – #8 Sharp, 11 seconds; #88 Dare, 15 seconds; #12
Yasukawa, 14 seconds.
Lap 107: pit stop report: Four tires and fuel – #90 Bell, 12 seconds; #51 Cheever, 12
seconds; #98 Jones, 19 seconds.
Lap 108: Leader #10 Wheldon and third-place #6 Hornish to pit road. New leader is now
#9 Dixon, who leads #11 Kanaan by .49168 of a second. Pit report: Four tires and fuel – #10
Wheldon, 12 seconds; #52 Papis, 12 seconds; #27 Franchitti, 13 seconds; #1 Mi. Andretti, 19
seconds, team reports possible fuel pickup problem; Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment -- #6
Hornish, 12 seconds.

(More)
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Lap 109: Leaders, #9 Dixon and #11 Kanaan to pit road. Pit report: Four tires and fuel –
#26 Ma. Andretti, 13 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 11 seconds; #7 Herta, 12 seconds; #31 Unser, 13
seconds; #5 B. Lazier, 14 seconds. Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment -- #9 Dixon, 11
seconds.
Lap 110: #9 Dixon leads #10 Wheldon by .0863 of a second, behind there is a
YELLOW. #3 Castroneves and #15 Rice make light wheel-to-wheel contact in the short chute
between Turns 3 and 4. Both cars make heavy contact with the SAFER Barrier. There is heavy
damage to the right side of both cars. Fire at the back of #15 Rice, which stopped at the exit to
Turn 4. Castroneves’ car comes to stop against the inside wall. Rice climbs from his car without
assistance. Castroneves is assisted from his car by the Delphi IRL Safety Team. Leaders under
caution are: #10 Wheldon, #9 Dixon, #6 Hornish, #11 Kanaan, #27 Franchitti.
***
TOMAS SCHECKTER: “The race and who crosses who is just up to who got caught
behind the back marker … when they’re so much off pace, and I think I was pushing harder even
though I was behind Kanaan. I was trying a little hard, and I just got loose.”
***
Lap 114: Pit report: Four tires and fuel – #20 Carpenter, 10 seconds; #4 Meira, nine
seconds; #55 Matsuura, 10 seconds, #17 Simmons, 10 seconds; #21 J. Lazier, 17 seconds. Right
side tires and fuel: #12 Yasukawa, eight seconds.
Lap 115: The ambient temperature is 89 degrees. The track temperature is 126 degrees.
#5 B. Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 116: #1 Mi. Andretti to pits, four tires and fuel, 12 seconds; #88 Dare to pits, fuel
only, eight seconds.
Lap 117: #14 Giaffone to pits, engine cover off, one minute, 53 seconds.
Lap 120: #8 Sharp to pits, fuel only, eight seconds.
Lap 123: GREEN. #10 Wheldon leads field into Turn 1.
Lap 125: #9 Dixon makes pass for the lead in Turn 1. He leads at the line by .2107 of a
second.
Lap 128: #10 Wheldon makes pass for the lead going into Turn 3.
Lap 130: #6 Hornish makes pass for the lead going into Turn 1. He leads at the line by
.4151 of a second.
***
Two former Indianapolis 500 winners, #3 Helio Castroneves (2001-2002) and #15 Buddy
Rice (2004) crashed together on Lap 110. This was the first time Castroneves did not complete
the full race distance in six Indianapolis 500 career starts. Castroneves’ string of consecutive laps
completed ended at 1,089. The record for most consecutive laps completed is 1,351 by Wilbur
Shaw, whose streak ended with an accident after completing 151 laps in the 1941 Indianapolis
500. Wilbur Shaw’s consecutive lap streak began with the 1935 race.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: Helio Castroneves and Buddy Rice have been checked and release
from the Clarian Medical Center. They are both clear to drive.
(More)
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Lap 135: #6 Hornish leads #10 Wheldon by .2005 of a second.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: Five spectators were slightly injured as a result of the Tomas
Scheckter accident at the pit entrance. All five were checked and released from the Clarian
Medical Center. All injuries were minor bruises or abrasions. Two fans were hit by the piece of
debris that went into the stands. The other fans were either injured by trying to avoid the debris or
were struck by the debris.
***
Lap 140: #6 Hornish leads #10 Wheldon by .2750 of a second.
Lap 145: #9 Wheldon passes #6 Hornish for the lead in Turn 3. He leads #6 Hornish at
the line by .5956 of a second.
Lap 148: YELLOW. #31 Unser does a half-spin and makes heavy contact with the
SAFER Barrier in Turn 3. There is heavy damage to the left side of the car. Unser climbs from
the car without assistance of the Delphi IRL Safety Team. Leaders under yellow are: #10
Wheldon , #6 Hornish, #9 Dixon, #11 Kanaan and #27 Franchitti.
***
THIAGO MEDEIROS: “I got a good start and was just watching everybody from
behind and waiting for the guys to settle down. We had an incident on the first few laps. I passed
two guys on the restart. I was getting more confident with the car and working my way up the
field, and the car was handling quite well. On the last part of the run, the car was getting loose so
we decided to bring it in a little earlier and make some changes to make it better for the next stint.
As soon as we changed tires, I turned off the pit speed limiter. I was shifting from third to fourth,
and the engine would cut out. I hit the reset button, the fuel map button and the Honda rest button.
I reset everything that I could. The engine kept doing that. As a rookie, I was definitely
disappointed not to finish the race. It was our goal to finish, and if we finished, we would end up
very well. We’ll be back next year.”
***
The last time two former Indianapolis 500 winners were involved in the same accident
before today’s incident between Helio Castroneves and Buddy Rice was in 1992, when Rick
Mears and Emerson Fittipaldi were involved in a four-car accident in Turn 2 on Lap 76.
***
HELIO CASTRONEVES: “I need to know what happened. It is frustrating. There is
interesting driving out there. Just want to say, I guess my average (Indy finish) is going to go high
now. Let’s continue to focus; hopefully win the championship and cheer for Sam.”
BUDDY RICE: “We were struggling. We were trying to get a handle on the thing with
the right rear tire. Once we got that sorted, we were trying to survive. By the time Michael went
by me and those guys were a couple wide, checked up, went down into (Turn) 4, and I had no
idea Helio was there. At the last second I heard, ‘Inside,’ but it was already too late. We bumped
once and we still had it, and the way we got collected it was one and done.”

(More)

DAY 16 – Sunday, May 28, 2006 – 90th Indianapolis 500 Race Day
Page 12
Lap 145: #17 Simmons to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds, car leaves early with fuel
probe still connected in car, with hose tearing.
Lap 146: #7 Herta to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds.
Lap 147: #16 Patrick to pits, four tires, fuel, tire pressure adjustment.
Lap 150: Leaders to pit road. Pit report: Four tires and fuel – #5 B. Lazier, 12 seconds;
#27 Franchitti, 14 seconds; #88 Dare, 17 seconds; #98 Jones, 27 seconds; #9 Dixon, nine
seconds; #10 Wheldon, 11 seconds; #6 Hornish, 17 seconds, Hornish leaves pits with fuel nozzle
attached. Hose breaks. Hornish stops at end of pit box, crew removes nozzle from car; #90 Bell
leaves pits with fuel nozzle attached, tearing hose. #8 Sharp, 15 seconds. Fuel only – #17
Simmons, 10 seconds. #10 Wheldon leads off of pit road followed by #9 Dixon, #11 Kanaan and
#27 Franchitti.
Lap 151: Pit stop report: Four tires and fuel -- #1 Mi. Andretti, 14 seconds; #98 Jones, 11
seconds; #12 Yasukawa, 12 seconds; #21 J. Lazier, 17 seconds; #4 Meira, 16 seconds; #51
Cheever, 17 seconds; #26 Ma. Andretti, 14 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 13 seconds; #52 Papis, 15
seconds; #20 Carpenter, 13 seconds.
Lap 155: During caution, #17 Simmons makes contact with the SAFER Barrier at the exit
of Turn 3. with the right side of the car.
Lap 157: #90 Bell and #6 Hornish assessed drive-through penalties for leaving with
equipment attached during pit stops.
Lap 160: Pit report: Four tires and fuel -- #8 Sharp, 13 seconds; #5 B. Lazier, five
seconds; #88 Dare, 11 seconds; #14 Giaffone, 13 seconds. Fuel, suspension adjustment -- #1 Mi.
Andretti, 14 seconds; Fuel only -- #55 Matsuura, five seconds; #6 Hornish, four seconds; #52
Papis, 15 seconds; #90 Bell, nine seconds; #98 Jones, fuel, nine seconds.
Lap 162: #90 Bell towed to garage, driver out of car.
Lap 163: GREEN. #10 Wheldon leads field into Turn 1. #6 Hornish and #90 Bell to pit
lane to heed penalty. Slight contact between #90 Bell and #6 Hornish
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: Al Unser Jr. and Jeff Simmons have been checked and release from
the Clarian Medical Center. They are both clear to drive.
***
Lap 165: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .2552 of a second.
Lap 167: #26 Andretti passes #27 Franchitti for fourth place.
Lap 170: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .2022 of a second. Top-five separated by
1.5752 seconds.
Lap 171: #9 Dixon receives drive-through penalty for blocking.
Lap 175: #9 Dixon to pit road to serve penalty. Track temperature is 126 degrees by
Firestone engineers.
Lap 180: #10 Wheldon leads #9 Dixon by .4121 of a second.
Lap 182: #11 Kanaan makes pass of #10 Wheldon for lead in Turn 1.

(More)
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Lap 183 #10 Wheldon makes pass of #11 Kanaan for the lead in Turn 3, but wiggles and
Kanaan maintains the position. Pit report: #16 Patrick to pits, four tires and fuel, seven seconds.
Lap 184: #10 Wheldon to pits, four tires and fuel, 8.5 seconds.
Lap 185: #11 Kanaan leads #26 Ma. Andretti by 6.6214 seconds.
Lap 190: #26 Andretti, running second, to pit lane. YELLOW. #14 Giaffone makes
contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 2. There is light damage to the right side of the car. Pit
report: #26 Ma. Andretti to pits, four tires and fuel, 10 seconds.
***
AL UNSER JR.: “I hit something coming off of Turn 2. Ran over something. Really hit
it on the right side hard. Went into (Turn) 3, and she just swapped ends on me. I think I punctured
a tire. I don’t know.”
JEFF SIMMONS: “I don’t really know. The officials out there said it looked like there
were parts coming off the car. I don’t know if that’s the case or not. I just went down there, and
the car wouldn’t turn. We weren’t going that quick. It’s just a real shame. I was doing just about
everything I could with the car. I was just trying to survive.”
***
Lap 193: Leader #11 Kanaan, #27 Franchitti to pit road for fuel only. Kanaan, five
seconds, Franchitti beats Kanaan off pit road. #1 Mi. Andretti did not stop and assumes the race
lead. #26 Ma. Andretti is second.
Lap 196: GREEN. #1 Mi. Andretti leads field into Turn 1.
Lap 197: #26 Ma. Andretti passes #1 Mi. Andretti for lead on the outside of Turn 1. #6
Hornish passes #1 Andretti for second going into Turn 3.
Lap 198: #26 Andretti leads #6 Hornish by .5644 of a second. #26 Ma. Andretti blocks
#6 Hornish going into Turn 3.
Lap 199: WHITE: #26 Ma. Andretti leads #6 Hornish by .9454 of a second.
Lap 200: #6 Hornish gets a run off of Turn 4, dives under #26 Ma. Andretti edging
hinmby a car length. CHECKERED. #6 Sam Hornish Jr. wins the 90th Indianapolis 500 by .0635
of a second over #26 Ma. Andretti.
***
UNOFFICIAL INDYCAR SERIES POINT STANDINGS:
Pos. Driver
Points
1.
Helio Castroneves
156
2.
Sam Hornish Jr.
144
3.
Dan Wheldon
139
4.
Scott Dixon
120
5.
Tony Kanaan
119
6.
Kosuke Matsuura
95
7.
Dario Franchitti
89
(tie) Bryan Herta
89
9.
Marco Andretti
88
10. Vitor Meira
84
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Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: Felipe Giaffone has been checked and released from the Clarian
Medical Center. He is cleared to drive.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, IRL and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Senior
Director of Medical Services: Rahal Letterman crew member Dan Bruce, the fueler for #17 Jeff
Simmons, has been transported to Methodist Hospital for evaluation of a shoulder injury. A
further update will be given when available.
***
90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUICK QUOTES:
MARIO ANDRETTI (Father, Michael Andretti; grandfather, Marco Andretti): “I’m just so
proud. I’m so proud. I think this race lasted three days. It was so awesome to watch these guys.
I’m so proud of them.” (About the Andretti family): “We just love to drive. We love race cars.
We just love to do it. We were born to do it, I think.”
MARCO ANDRETTI: “I almost won this thing. I don’t want to wait until next year. I wish it
was today. I think I could have been really bad at blocking, but that might have cost us both.” I
knew I had a shot at it, I really did. I don’t like to go into a race thinking I don’t have a shot at it.
That’s what I wanted, on the last lap. I don’t know where Penske came from, but I guess they
were saving it.” (About Turn 4): “I thought it if I defended my line that I might have had it. I
don’t know where they came from. It’s a bummer. I’ve got to take advantage of every shot I get
out here. I really do, because second is nothing.”
SAM HORNISH JR.: (About drinking milk): “I love it. Nothing better right now. It’s been a
long month, and not everything went our way as we saw today, but we stuck together as a team.
We had a good plan, and we were fast when we needed. I thank God for giving me a lot of talent,
not so much the fact for what I can do driving, but the fact that I didn’t want to give up. And then
He also put me with such a great team and gave me great parents and a great wife to support me
very much.” (About exiting Turn 4. When did you know you had it?): “I didn’t. I thought that it
was over when I didn’t get him going down into 3 there. But we dug down, put her back in there
and took off. And for his first time out there to finish second, he had a heck of a ride. So no
matter what happened, he should be very proud of that.” (How does it feel?): “It’s a great feeling.
I wouldn’t trade it for anything else. I’ve had a lot of friends and family pass away over the last
couple of years, and they rooted us on today, so I’m real happy with that. I want to thank
Marlboro Team Penske. They did a heck of a job. It may not always go the way you want it to,
but it makes it a lot sweeter this way.”

(More)
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90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUICK QUOTES: (cont.)
MICHAEL ANDRETTI: “I thought maybe, you know, but I just didn’t have enough
laps under the caution. If we had two more, I think we may have had enough to get it done. Man,
Marco had a run on me, and I tried not to mess him up because I knew he was quicker than me. I
just wish I could have held off Hornish one more lap, and he (Marco) probably would have won. I
thought he won, anyways. I enjoyed a hell of a race. All day long we were together, and I was so
impressed with him.” (About racing Marco late in the race): “I had to be very careful. I knew I
didn’t have enough speed, so I didn’t want to mess him up. But I wanted to protect my line, just
in case. But he had a run on me, so as soon as he went to the outside, I went to the inside and
gave him the line. That’s the way it goes. We just came up a little short. I had a lot of fun, I really
did. The car wasn’t quite what we wanted it to be, but it wasn’t bad. Our strategy was almost
perfect, but not quite.” (Is this your last Indianapolis 500 start?): “I’ll evaluate it. I want to wait
and see. Getting this close and not getting it, you know, it’s like, grrr. I don’t know. We’ll think
about it in a few months and let you know.”
INDYCAR SERIES POST-RACE NOTES:
• This is Sam Hornish Jr.’s 15th career IndyCar Series victory and his first victory of the
season. His last win came at the Milwaukee Mile in July 2004.
• This is the Marlboro Team Penske’s third consecutive win in the IndyCar Series and its
18th win in the IndyCar Series.
• Marco Andretti finished second, his career-best finish in the IndyCar Series. Andretti’s
previous-best finish this season was 12th at Twin Ring Motegi in April.
90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 POST-RACE NOTES:
•Sam Hornish Jr., a native of Defiance, Ohio, is the 65th driver to win the Indianapolis
500. He is the fifth native of Ohio to win the Indianapolis 500 and the first since Bobby Rahal of
Medina, Ohio, won in 1986.
•Hornish is 26 years old, 10 months and 26 days. He is the second consecutive 26-yearold to win the “500.” Other drivers who were 26 when they won the Indianapolis 500 are George
Souders (1927), A.J. Foyt (1961), Helio Castroneves (2001) and Dan Wheldon (2005).
•The margin of victory was .0635 of a second, the second-closest finish in Indianapolis
500. The closest was the .043 of a second in 1992 when Al Unser Jr. edged Scott Goodyear.
•This is the fifth victory for car No. 6 in Indianapolis 500 history. The last time the
number won was with Gil de Ferran in 2003.
•Hornish is the 18th driver to win the Indianapolis 500 from pole position. The last time
was in 2004 when Buddy Rice won from the pole.
•This is Marlboro Team Penske’s 14th Indianapolis 500 victory, the most of any entrant.
•Marco Andretti became the third-youngest driver to start the Indianapolis 500 at 19
years, two months and 15 days. He is the youngest since A.J. Foyt IV, who turned 19 when he
made his first start in 2003.
*** MORE NOTES TO FOLLOW ***
(More)
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90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 POST-RACE NOTES: (cont.)
•The maximum air temperature during today’s race was 89 degrees Fahrenheit, according
to the National Weather Service in Indianapolis, tying the fourth-hottest Indianapolis 500 on
record. The hottest was in 1937, when the temperature reached 92. In 1919 and 1953, the high
was 91. In 1977 and 1978, the high was 90. The high also was 89 in 1929.
•When #6 Sam Hornish Jr., passed #26 Marco Andretti on the final lap, it marked the first
time in the history of the Indianapolis 500 that the winner took the lead on the final lap. Three
times a driver lost the race on Lap 199. In 1912, Ralph DePalma dropped out with engine trouble
on Lap 199 and lost to Joe Dawson. In 1989, Al Unser Jr. crashed on Lap 199 after colliding with
eventual race winner Emerson Fittipaldi. In 1999, Robby Gordon had to pit on Lap 199 for gas
and lost the lead to race winner, Kenny Brack.
•This was the best finish by a member of the Andretti family in their rookie year at
Indianapolis, as Marco Andretti finished second. Mario Andretti finished third in 1965, Michael
Andretti fifth in 1984, Jeff Andretti 15th in 1991 and John Andretti 21st in 1988.
•Race winner Sam Hornish Jr., led 19 laps. This is the fewest laps led by a race winner
since 1995, when Jacques Villeneuve led 15 laps.
•The top lap leader of the 2006 Indianapolis 500 was fourth-place finisher #10 Dan
Wheldon with 148 laps led. Last year, Wheldon led 30 laps on his way to victory.
•During the last eight laps of the 2006 Indianapolis 500, there were four different lap
leaders: #11 Tony Kanaan (Laps 183-193), #1 Michael Andretti (194-197), #26 Marco Andretti
(198-199) and #6 Sam Hornish Jr. (200). Also, there were three lead changes among the four
drivers in the last seven laps of the race. This is the greatest number of different drivers and most
number of lead changes in the last 10 laps of an Indianapolis 500-Mile Race that went the full
distance.
•This is the sixth time that car owner, Roger Penske, had a car win from the pole position
(1979, 1981, 1988, 1991, 1994 and 2006).
•When #26 Marco Andretti passed his father, #1 Michael Andretti, for the lead on Lap
198, it marked the first time that a father-son combination had traded the lead since 1992, when
Mario Andretti passed his son, Michael, on Lap 7 and Michael re-passed his father subsequently
on Lap 8.
•This is the seventh Indianapolis 500 start for Sam Hornish Jr., and it was the first time he
has completed all 200 laps.
***
BRIAN BARNHART (President and chief operating officer, Indy Racing League):
(About the month): “Well, obviously, we were challenged this month by some weather. Today
had completely different conditions than the rest of the month. I think all of the teams did a great
job responding to track conditions that they had no experience with. The Honda engines were
great with putting 34 cars on track, and they were flawless all month long. The Firestone tires in
the cold conditions and the heat of the day today were flawless, as well. We have two outstanding
partners in Honda and Firestone, the teams did a great job today, and we had a hell of a finish."

(More)
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90th INDIANAPOLIS 500 POST-RACE NOTES: (cont.)
•Marco Andretti became the 55th driver to lead the Indianapolis 500 in his first start.
•Three former winners crashed out of the 2006 Indianapolis 500, Helio
Castroneves, Buddy Rice and Al Unser Jr. This is the most former winners to be eliminated due
to accidents since 1992, when five former winners (Arie Luyendyk, Mario Andretti, Emerson
Fittipaldi, Rick Mears and Tom Sneva) were eliminated in accidents.
•Michael Andretti led four laps of the 2006 event. This raised his career lap leader total to
430 laps, which moved him past Rick Mears (429 laps) for ninth place on the all-time lap leader
list. Michael Andretti's 430 laps led represent the most laps led by a driver who has never won the
Indianapolis 500.
•Today’s race was the eighth Indy 500 that Michael Andretti has led, tying him with Arie
Luyendyk, Tom Sneva, and Al Unser Jr. for seventh on the all-time list for most races led. A.J.
Foyt has the record with laps led in 13 races.
***
The next IndyCar Series event is the Watkins Glen Indy Grand Prix presented by Tissot
at 3:30 p.m. on June 4 at Watkins Glen International. The race will be carried live by ABC Sports
and the IMS Radio Network. A Spanish-language telecast of the race will be carried by ESPN
Deportes. The IMS Radio Network broadcast also is carried on XM Satellite Radio channel 145
“IndyCar Racing” and www.indycar.com.
*** END DAY 16 NOTES ***

