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87th INDIANAPOLIS 500 
IRL IndyCar Series 

OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST 
 
Car  Driver Car  Name Entrant Chief Mechanic 
   Hometown Chassis/Engine/Tire 
 2  Jaques Lazier Menards/Johns Manville Team Menard David Milby 
   Vail, Colo. D/C/F 
 
2T    Vitor Meira Menards/Johns Manville Team Menard David Milby 
   Brasilia, Brazil D/C/F 
 3 W Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske Rick Rinaman 
   Sao Paulo, Brazil D/T/F  
 3T W Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske Rick Rinaman 
   Sao Paulo, Brazil D/T/F 
 4  Sam Hornish Jr. Pennzoil Panther Panther Racing Kevin Blanch 
   Defiance, Ohio D/C/F 
 4T   Sam Hornish Jr. Pennzoil Panther  Panther Racing Kevin Blanch 
   Defiance, Ohio D/C/F 
 5  Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing A.J. Foyt Enterprises Rich Simon 
   Okayama, Japan D/T/F  
 5T  Airton Dare EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing A.J. Foyt Enterprises Rich Simon 
   Bauru, Brazil D/T/F  
 6  Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske Matt Jonsson

  Sao Paulo, Brazil G/T/F 
 
 6T  Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske Matt Jonsson 
   Sao Paulo, Brazil G/T/F 

 7  Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven Andretti Green Racing John Cummiskey 
     Nazareth, Pa. D/H/F 

 7T  Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven Andretti Green Racing John Cummiskey 
   Nazareth, Pa. D/H/F 
 8  Scott Sharp Delphi Kelley Racing Mark Shambarger 
   Norwalk, Conn. D/T/F 
 8T  Scott Sharp Delphi Kelley Racing Mark Shambarger 
   Norwalk, Conn. D/T/F 
 9 R Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing Target Chip Ganassi  Barry Wanser 
   Auckland, New Zealand G/T/F Racing 
 9T R Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing Target Chip Ganassi Barry Wanser 
   Auckland, New Zealand G/T/F Racing 
 10   Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing Target Chip Ganassi Dave Higuera 
   Cape Town, South Africa G/T/F Racing 
10T   Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing Target Chip Ganassi Dave Higuera 
   Cape Town, South Africa G/T/F Racing 
 11  Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven Andretti Green Racing Jeff Simon 
   Salvador, Bahia, Brazil D/H/F 
11T   Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven Andretti Green Racing Jeff Simon 
   Salvador, Bahia, Brazil D/H/F 



 
 

3

OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST (continued) 
 
Car  Driver Car Name Entrant Chief Mechanic 
   Residence Chassis/Engine/Tire 
 12 R Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Don Lambert 
   Shizuoka, Japan G/T/F 
12T R Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Don Lambert 
   Shizuoka, Japan G/T/F 
13   Greg Ray TrimSpa Special Access Motorsports Jamie Nanny 
   Plano, Texas G/H/F 
13T   Greg Ray TrimSpa Special Access Motorsports Jamie Nanny 
   Plano, Texas G/H/F 
14  R A.J. Foyt  IV Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing A.J. Foyt Enterprises Bill Spencer 
   Hockley, Texas G/T/F 
 
14T R A.J. Foyt  IV Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing A.J. Foyt Enterprises Bill Spencer 
   Hockley, Texas G/T/F 
 15 W Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer Team Rahal Ricardo Nault 
   Arvika, Sweden D/H/F 
15T W Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer Team Rahal Ricardo Nault 
   Arvika, Sweden D/H/F 
18   Jimmy Kite TBA PDM Racing  Paul Murphy 
   Stockbridge, Ga. D/C/F  
18T  Jimmy Kite TBA PDM Racing Paul Murphy 
   Stockbridge, Ga. TBA/TBA/F 
 19  Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing Team Rahal Jim Prescott 
   Las Vegas D/H/F 
19T  Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing Team Rahal Jim Prescott 
   Las Vegas D/H/F 
 20  Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Charles Winkle 
   Menifee, Calif. G/T/F 
 21  Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Hollywood Mo Nunn  Tom Vasi 
   Sao Paulo, Brazil G/T/F Racing 
21T  Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Hollywood Mo Nunn Tom Vasi 
   Sao Paulo, Brazil G/T/F Racing 
22  R Vitor Meira Menards/Johns Manville Team Menard David Milby 
   Brasilia, Brazil D/C/F 
 
22T R Vitor Meira Menards/Johns Manville Team Menard David Milby 
   Brasilia, Brazil D/C/F 
 
23   Sarah Fisher TBA Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dan Miller 
   Commercial Point, Ohio D/C/F 
23T   Sarah Fisher TBA Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dan Miller 
   Commercial Point, Ohio D/C/F 
 24  Robbie Buhl Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Brian Franzosi 
   Cleveland D/C/F 
 
24T  Robbie Buhl Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Brian Franzosi 
   Cleveland D/C/F 
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OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST (continued) 
Car  Driver Car Name Entrant Chief Mechanic 
   Residence Chassis/Engine/Tire 
 
26  R Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam Andretti Green Racing Keith Badger 
   Emberton, England D/H/F 
 
26T R Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam Andretti Green Racing Keith Badger 
   Emberton, England  D/H/F 
 
27   Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Andretti Green Racing George Klotz 
   Orange, Calif. D/H/F  
 
27T  Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Andretti Green Racing George Klotz 
   Orange, Calif. D/H/F 
 
31  W Al Unser Jr. Corteco Kelley Racing John Worth 
   Albuquerque, N.M. D/T/F 
31T W Al Unser Jr. Corteco Kelley Racing John Worth 
   Albuquerque, N.M. D/T/F 
32   R Tony Renna Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Kelley Racing Steve Ritenour 
   Deland, Fla. D/T/F 
32T R Tony Renna Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Kelley Racing Steve Ritenour 
   Deland, Fla. D/T/F 
33   TBA Target Chip Ganassi Racing Target Chip Ganassi  Ricky Davis 
   TBA G/T/F Racing 
33T  TBA Target Chip Ganassi Racing Target Chip Ganassi Ricky Davis 
   TBA G/T/F Racing 
41   TBA A.J. Foyt Racing A.J. Foyt Enterprises Craig Baranouski 
   TBA D/T/F  
41T  TBA A.J. Foyt Racing A.J. Foyt Enterprises Craig Baranouski 
   TBA G/T/F  
44   Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Panther Racing Simon Morley 
   St. Louis D/C/F 
51   TBA Red Bull Cheever Racing Red Bull Cheever Racing TBA 
   TBA D/C/F 
51T  TBA Red Bull Cheever Racing Red Bull Cheever Racing TBA 
   TBA D/C/F 
52  R Buddy Rice Red Bull Cheever Racing Red Bull Cheever Racing David Meehan 
   Phoenix D/C/F 
52T R Buddy Rice Red Bull Cheever Racing Red Bull Cheever Racing David Meehan 
   Phoenix D/C/F 
54   Shinji Nakano Beard Papa’s Beck Motorsports Tom Bose 
   Osaka, Japan D/H/F 
54T  Shinji Nakano Beard Papa’s Beck Motorsports Tom Bose 
   Osaka, Japan D/H/F 
55  R Roger Yasukawa Panasonic ARTA Super Aguri Fernandez Steve Ragan 
   Los Angeles D/H/F Racing 
55T R Roger Yasukawa Panasonic ARTA Super Aguri Fernandez Steve Ragan 
   Los Angeles D/H/F Racing 
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OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST (continued) 
 

Car  Driver Car Name Entrant Chief Mechanic 
   Residence Chassis/Engine/Tire 
 
66   TBA Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske TBA 
   TBA G/T/F  
 
68   TBA Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske TBA 
   TBA D/T/F   
 
68T  TBA Marlboro Team Penske Marlboro Team Penske TBA 
   TBA D/T/F    
 
91  W Buddy Lazier Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Hemelgarn Racing Dennis LaCava 
   Vail, Colo. Fitness – D/C/F 
91T W Buddy Lazier Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Hemelgarn Racing Dennis LaCava 
   Vail, Colo. Fitness – D/C/F 
98   Billy Boat Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Panther Racing Simon Morley 
   Phoenix D/C/F 
99   Richie Hearn Contour Hardening Special Sam Schmidt Motorsports TBA 
   Las Vegas G/T/F 
 
 
Legend:  
R = Indy 500 Rookie 
W = Past Indy 500 Winner 
Chassis: D = Dallara; G = Panoz G Force 
Engine: C = Chevrolet; H = Honda; T = Toyota 
Tire: F = Firestone 
Issued 5/18/03 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY 

 
  Welcome to the 87th running of the “Greatest Spectacle in Racing,” the 
Indianapolis 500. Fred Nation, executive vice president of communications for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Ron Green, director of public relations for the Speedway, 
John Griffin, vice president of public relations for the Indy Racing League and Bill York, 
MCI Media Center manager, and their staffs are here to assist you. Please direct your 
questions and requests to any Indianapolis Motor Speedway or Indy Racing League staff 
person in the MCI Media Center. 

*** 
  This is the 37th edition of the Indianapolis 500 Daily Trackside Report, which 
was first distributed at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 1967. As stated on the first 
page of the 1967 DTR, “This press information has been compiled as an added source 
of information in your coverage of the ‘500.’ It is our sincere wish that it will be of 
assistance in your assignment.” 

Notes and items of interest will appear on these pages during the month and 
will also be available on the Speedway’s official site on the World Wide Web, 
http://www.indy500.com and the official Indy Racing League Web site, 
http://www.indyracing.com. Performance histories will be issued at the end of each day 
in the MCI Media Center and on the Indianapolis 500 and Indy Racing Web sites.  

*** 
Timing and scoring monitors are located throughout the MCI Media Center with 

up-to-the-minute times and speeds. Video monitors providing live on-track television 
feeds are also located throughout the Media Center. 

*** 
TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open 
11 a.m. Mayor’s Breakfast Caravan Track Lap 
11 a.m. Autograph Session (Bombardier Pagoda Plaza) 
12:40 p.m. Opening Ceremonies begin: Crowning of 500 Festival Queen, Past Champions 

Lap 
1:15 p.m. Official 87th Indianapolis 500 practice begins 

*** 
 Rookie Vitor Meira, driver of the No. 22 Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone, already completed a lap on the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway in the month of May – as part of the Indianapolis Life 500 Festival Mini-
Marathon on May 3. The 13.5-mile course includes one lap around the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. Meira finished the event at the one hour, 30 minute mark.  
 VITOR MEIRA: “What a great experience. When I ran past the start/finish line 
at the track I stopped to touch the bricks. I also waved to the Team Menard guys setting 
up in pit lane. The start was wild. There were so many people. I was lucky I was one of 
the first people to start. It was more crowded than the start of the Indy 500 where there 
are only 33 other competitors, not 25,000. I was pleased with my finish, it was much 
better than I calculated. I am very glad I did this. It was fun. The Indy 500 will now be the 
502.5 for me since I already got one lap of racing completed around the track today.” 

 

http://www.indy500.com/
http://www.indyracing.com/
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 

The 87th Indianapolis 500 is scheduled for May 25. A limited number of 
reserved-seat Race Day tickets for the Indianapolis 500 remain available. General 
admission and reserved tickets for practice, qualifications and Race Day can be 
purchased on the World Wide Web via www.imstix.com or by calling the IMS Ticket 
Office at (800) 822-INDY or (317) 492-6700. 

*** 
Eddie Cheever Jr., who elected not to drive in this year’s Indianapolis 500, will 

still have his hands full this month even though he is not driving. Cheever, who owns 
Red Bull Cheever Racing, which fields the No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone for Buddy Rice, will serve as an analyst for the Indianapolis 
ABC affiliate WRTV-6 and its coverage of the Indianapolis 500 this May.  

WRTV-6 was the first television station in the state of Indiana and signed on in 
1949 with the first live broadcast of the Indianapolis 500. Cheever, the 1998 Indianapolis 
500 champion, will join sports director Dave Furst for the station’s ‘500’ coverage. 

*** 
The Indy Racing League will provide a Video News Release on Sunday, May 4 

documenting Indianapolis Star Opening Day activities at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway as practice begins for the 87th running of the Indianapolis 500. The VNR will 
feature: 

•Highlights from the 500 Festival Mayor’s Breakfast. 
•Highlights from Indianapolis Star Opening Day Ceremonies at the Indianapolis 

Motor Speedway. 
•Highlights of the Past Champions Lap featuring the five former ‘500’ winners 

entered in the 2003 race – Helio Castroneves, Kenny Brack, Arie Luyendyk, Buddy 
Lazier and Al Unser Jr. 

•On-track highlights from the IndyCar™ Series practice session. 
The date, time and coordinates: 
 

Sunday, May 4: 
 •Time:   7:30-7:45 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

Note: The AMC 2 satellite formerly was known as the GE 2 satellite. 
*** 

Continuing a tradition started in 2001, the five former winners on the entry list 
for the 87th Indianapolis 500 – Arie Luyendyk (1990, 1997), Al Unser Jr. (1992, 1994), 
Buddy Lazier (1996), Kenny Brack (1999) and Helio Castroneves (2001, 2002) will take 
a ceremonial “Past Champions Lap” around the 2.5-mile oval before the track opens for 
practice today, at approximately 1 p.m.  

The five drivers will take part in a photo shoot with the Borg-Warner Trophy on 
the “Yard of Bricks” and then take the lap in their cars in a “V” formation with two-time 
defending champion Castroneves leading. Two-time winners Luyendyk and Unser will be 
behind Castroneves while Brack and Lazier will be behind them. The former winners will 
take the lap in the cars they are entered in for this year’s “500.”  

 

http://www.imstix.com/
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 

Drivers entered in the 87th Indianapolis 500 have accounted for 159 IRL or 
CART wins, 12 IRL or CART championships and eight Indianapolis 500 wins. Teams 
that have entered cars for the “500” have tallied 19 Indianapolis 500 wins and 27 IRL or 
CART championships.  

*** 
At 12:43 p.m., Miss Indiana Tangra Riggle performed the National Anthem. 

*** 
Megan McManama was crowned the 2003 500 Festival Queen this afternoon 

during the opening ceremonies. McManama is from Indianapolis and is a junior at 
Indiana State University majoring in Radio, TV and Film.  

MEGAN MCMANAMA: “It truly an honor to be selected as the 2003 500 
Festival Queen. I am looking forward to everything that we’re going to be participating in 
with the other princesses, the parade and the race. I would just like to thank the Hulman-
George family for this princess program and giving 33 lucky ladies the experience that 
the ‘500’ has to offer. May 25th will definitely be something I will remember for the rest of 
my life.  

*** 
At 12:58 p.m., the five former Indianapolis 500 winners on the entry list took the 

ceremonial “Past Champions Lap” around the 2.5-mile oval.  
*** 

PRACTICE REPORT: 
At 1 p.m., the ambient temperature was 55 degrees with southeast winds at 13 

mph and a relative humidity of 55 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 74 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 1:04 p.m. GREEN. City of Indianapolis Mayor Bart Peterson waved the green 
flag to start the first day of practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500. #21 Giaffone was first 
out on track followed by #4 Hornish, #98 Boat and #2 J. Lazier. #4 Hornish completed 
the first lap. #21 Giaffone completed the first official practice lap for a Toyota engine at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  
 1:08 p.m. – Defending champion #3 Castroneves already turning laps faster 
than 225 mph with a lap of 225.901 mph.  
1:14 p.m. -- #6 de Ferran on track for first time since being cleared to drive after suffering 
a concussion in an accident during the Purex Dial Indy 200 on March 23 at Phoenix 
International Raceway.  
 1:19 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke trailing from the car of #23 Fisher as she exited 
Turn 2. Car comes to a stop between Turns 3 and 4. Fisher climbs from car without 
assistance. Crew reports and oil fitting came loose. The car is back in Gasoline Alley 
being repaired, and the crew expects Fisher to return to track within an hour.  

*** 
City of Indianapolis Mayor Bart Peterson waved the green flag to start the first 

official day of practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500.  
 BART PETERSON: “It’s very exciting. I’ll tell you, standing up on that stand is a 
very different feeling from being down trackside. It’s intimidating because you’re right 
over the top of the cars. Also you know that when you start waving that flag, action’s 
going to occur. But it’s a lot of fun, and it’s one of the things I really treasure about this 
place and the job and the opportunity to do that. The exciting thing is that we’re kicking 
off the month of May, which is the best month of the year in Indianapolis, and I think this 
is going to be one of the best ever. We’ve got a very competitive field, and it’s going to 
be a competitive race, and hopefully we’re going to have good weather.” 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
Felipe Giaffone, driver of the No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone, took the honor of being the first driver on track for official 
practice at the 87th Indianapolis 500, an honor that sometimes has been hard-fought 
over the years. The best start by the driver first on track over the last 25 years has been 
by Raul Boesel, who started second in 1994. The best finish is by Eliseo Salazar, who 
finished fourth in 1995.  
 
FIRST ON TRACK, 1978-2003 

  Year Driver Started
 

   
  
 
  
  

 

  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
  

  

Finished
 2003 Felipe Giaffone

 
N/A N/A

2002 Billy Boat 23rd 18th

2001 Stephan Gregoire 29th 28th

2000 Stephan Gregoire 20th  7th  
1999 Stephan Gregoire 

 
Did Not Qualify  

1998 Mike Groff 32nd  15th  
1997 Dr. Jack Miller 17th 20th  
1996 Michele Alboreto

 
12th 30th  

1995 Eliseo Salazar
 

24th  4th  
1994 Raul Boesel 2nd  21st

1993 Jimmy Vasser 19th  13th  
1992 Scott Brayton 7th  22nd  
1991 Scott Brayton 19th  17th  
1990 Tero Palmroth 16th 12th  
1989 Arie Luyendyk

 
15th  21st  

1988 Raul Boesel 7th  20th  
1987 Ludwig Heimrath Jr.  

 
10th  30th  

1986 Chip Ganassi
 

26th  25th  
1985 Dick Simon 26th  14th  
1984 Dick Simon 20th  23rd

1983 Bill Tempero Did Not Qualify  
1982 Gary Bettenhausen 30th 12th  
1981 Larry “Boom Boom” Cannon Did Not Qualify  
1980 Bill Tempero Did Not Qualify  
1979 Larry “Boom Boom” Cannon Did Not Qualify  
1978 Larry Dickson  9th 22nd

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

1:37 p.m. – GREEN.  
 1:45 p.m. – #8T Sharp fastest of the day with a lap of 228.764 mph.  

*** 
 Bruno Junqueira won the 2002 MBNA Pole for the Indianapolis 500 with a four-
lap qualifying average of 231.342 mph. His fastest lap was Lap 1, which he turned at 
231.635. Arie Luyendyk holds the one and four-lap track records, which he set in 1996. 
The one-lap record is 237.498, and the four-lap record is 236.986.  
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

2:03 p.m. – YELLOW. #4 Hornish stopped at the entrance to pit lane. IMS 
Safety crew towed him to pits. Crew reports car ran out of fuel.  

2:08 p.m. – GREEN.  
*** 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 2:10 p.m. 
  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.764 mph 
2 12 Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.464 
3 3 Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 227.304 
4 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.210 
5 26 Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 227.063 

*** 
2:15 p.m. – YELLOW. #98 Boat slow on backstretch. Car towed to pits by IMS 

Safety crew. Crew reports the car ran our of fuel.  
 2:22 p.m. – GREEN.  

2:30 p.m. – Weather update: Ambient temperature was 57 degrees with east-
southeast winds at 11 mph and a relative humidity of 59 percent. Skies were cloudy. The 
track temperature was 72 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
  2:34 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
  2:39 p.m. – GREEN.  

2:42 p.m. – Twenty-two cars have been on track today. All five ‘500’ winners on 
the entry list have turned official practice laps.  

2:54 p.m. – #9 Dixon turning laps for the first time since being cleared to drive. 
Dixon suffered a broken right wrist in a two-car accident at the Indy Japan 300 on April 
13 at Twin Ring Motegi while racing for the lead with Tony Kanaan.  

3 p.m. -- #27 Gordon on track for first time this month. Gordon, who drives full 
time in the NASCAR Winston Cup Series, finished fourth last night in the Winston Cup 
event at Richmond International Raceway.  

3:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke trailed from car of #9 Dixon in Turn 3. Crew 
reports loose oil fitting.  

3:19 p.m. – A.J. Foyt IV, grandson of four-time winner A.J. Foyt, was strapped 
into the No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

3:20 p.m. – GREEN.  
3:22 p.m. – #14 Foyt on track for first official practice laps at the Speedway.  
3:26 p.m. – YELLOW. Light rain began falling. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 3:30 p.m. 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.764 mph 
2 3 Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.088 
3 12 Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.884 
4 26 Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 227.716 
5 7 Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 227.461 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 

At 4:03 p.m., the track was closed for the day due to rain.  
*** 

  There were 29 cars on track today, the most on the scheduled opening day 
since 1999 when 38 cars turned laps. In 1994, the scheduled first day of practice was 
rained out, and on the first day cars were on the track, 39 cars turned laps.  

*** 
Robby Gordon, driver of the No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 

Dallara/Honda/Firestone, finished fourth in last night’s NASCAR Winston Cup Series 
event at Richmond International Raceway after starting 32nd. Gordon will replace injured 
Dario Franchitti for Andretti Green Racing during the 87th Indianapolis 500, team officials 
announced April 25. 

Franchitti suffered a back fracture in a motorcycle accident April 4 in his native 
Edinburgh, Scotland, which forced him to miss the Indianapolis 500. 

Gordon will drive in the Indianapolis 500 on May 25 and then fly to Charlotte, 
N.C., to drive the No. 31 Cingular Wireless entry for Richard Childress Racing that 
evening in the NASCAR Winston Cup Coca-Cola 600. Gordon has eight career 
Indianapolis 500 starts and has attempted the “daily double” between Indy and Charlotte 
three previous times, 1997, 2000 and 2002. Last season, Gordon successfully 
completed the “daily double,” finishing eighth in the Indianapolis 500 and 16th in the 
Coca-Cola 600 at Lowe’s Motor Speedway. 

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of the Day 

  No.   

  

Driver Car Speed
1 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.764 mph 
2 3 Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.088 
3 12 Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.884 
4 26 Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 227.716 
5 7 Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 227.461 
6 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.210 
7 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.167 
8 20 

 
Arie Luyendyk Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 226.845 

9 5 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 226.051 
10 4 Sam Hornish Jr. Pennzoil Panther D/C/F 225.949 

*** 
A total of 43 cars are now at the Speedway, and 41 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 24 drivers on the track to date. Today there were six 
caution periods for 1 hour and 12 minutes. Drivers completed 697 laps today.  

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTES:  
 
 SCOTT SHARP (No. 8T Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “A great job from 
the Delphi guys. It was a pretty compacted afternoon with the rain. I think everybody got 
some help, some drafting help. Obviously I did. I think we have a really good car. We 
have a strong baseline. I don't know how much we can take from a day like today, but 
this is certainly a start.” 

*** 
HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 

Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We know that nothing is going to be easy, nothing is going 
to fall out of the sky. We have to keep working.” 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
The last time Opening Day was affected by rain was 1997 when the day was 

completely rained out. The last time Opening Day was shortened by rain was April 29, 
1972. The track opened for practice at 8:59 a.m. that day and practice was halted due to 
rain at 9:46 a.m. The track was closed for the day at 4:05 p.m. 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “It was very cool to make my first laps around this place. 
Each corner is a little different depending on which way the wind blows. My hand and 
wrist felt great. I didn’t have any pain, and it didn’t bother me at all. By my third lap, I was 
flat and went around 223 mph. Today was just a day for me to get acclimated to the car 
and to the track. It was a good day, and I’m looking forward to the month.” 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “I 
think it went well. It is all just getting to know the car. I mean, it is my first time running a 
G Force, and the setup is so critical at this racetrack. It’s just the perception of what I’m 
feeling. Today we really only went out twice where we ran 215. It started to rain and 
sprinkle. We never really got to get going, but I am very, very pleased with all the guys 
on the team and the equipment. We are a small, young, growing team. We are going to 
see what we can do out there. I think we are going to really surprise some people.” 

 
BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It went quite well other than this rain which shortened up 
the session. We knew it was coming, so we got in what we wanted to. We are pretty 
happy with the day. The Indy 500 is one whole racing season packed into a month. It’s a 
big race. It’s the place everyone wants to be for racing here in the United States. It’s 
something I have always wanted to do, as well. I am glad I’ve got the opportunity with 
Red Bull Cheever Racing.” 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “It’s as emotional as you can possibly get from my point of view. Last year 
we had an incredible effort going into the ‘500’ and then the accident that occurred, 
which caused me to miss the race. You spend a full year preparing for this race. The 
second you get done with it, you start preparing for next year. This is 700 days in the 
making for me. I missed it last year. To be back here running again for Johns 
Manville/Team Menard is a dream come true for me. I love this track. I love everything 
about it. We are out there with a brand-new chassis, and we are having a little bit of 
difficulty with it. We will make some changes and get the speed back up there soon. This 
is the first day of the Indy 500, and it’s everything I dreamed it would be.” 
 
 ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 
on the first day of practice): “I think it went fairly well, although we’re not very fast 
speed chart-wise. We just wanted to go out there and make sure things are running well 
and also for me to reacclaim myself to the track. Every time I go out I am learning 
something, so we’re just taking everything step by step. Unfortunately, it rained, so we 
didn’t get to go back out and do a couple other things. Even though, we still have a lot 
more days to go, and this is just the first day.” 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Our goals today were to shake the car down and to get 
a baseline setup, and we were able to accomplish the first goal. While we were out for 
our first few laps, an oil fitting came loose and dumped a bunch of oil all over the insides 
of the car, but everyone, including my dad and I, pitched in and cleaned it up so we 
could get back out on the track. As we went out to run again, the track went yellow for 
rain. Sometimes you just have days like that. It’s something we can’t control, but we’re 
hoping we’ll get our share of these little issues out of the way early in the month.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Great job by the 
Delphi guys. It was a slightly compacted afternoon time-wise, and everyone expected 
rain, but there were a lot of on-track activities. I think everyone got some drafting help; I 
mean, obviously I did. But nevertheless, it means we have a real good car, a strong 
baseline, and I don’t know how much you can take from a day like today, but it is 
certainly a start. It is important to be consistent here through the week. You want to be 
fast against your peers every day. It is great to be fast one day, often. I think that 
happened. I saw a lot of top guys busting their times dropping in on people. We did the 
same, so you won’t really know what people can run on their own until much later in the 
week. As it is right now, I think it is going to be hard to top my pole time personally. We 
all came here last week and thought we were really going to be faster. So based on that, 
I think unless two weeks for qualifying, a better engine and that kind of thing, produces a 
lot more than what we are expecting, we might not even get to last year’s pole.” 
 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We’re certainly happy. Obviously, we did a test a couple of 
weeks ago that seems to help for things getting faster and comfortable at the same time. 
So we were able to get up to speed right away. The conditions were pretty much the 
same as what we did a couple of weeks ago. I think the times are going to be much 
faster as we get close to the weekend. It’s very fast for the beginning of the first day, and 
we have two more weeks. I’m very happy but still have to keep working and focusing on 
our job.” (About the pressure of a possible “500” three-peat): “It’s been a lot, which is 
great. I’m really looking forward to this opportunity. I’m enjoying every second. It’s an 
opportunity of a lifetime. I’m just not going to get frustrated or upset if nothing happens. If 
it’s meant to be, it will be. Again, we have to work hard. We’re going to keep focusing on 
our job. If we did it twice, why not another one? 2003, my car is No. 3, going for (win) No. 
3. Oh my God. If you’re superstitious, things are really looking good. It’s the way you 
think about it. I want to talk to everyone. I want to see everyone. That’s what I enjoy most 
in terms of racing and driving. It’s fun. So those ways that I conduct myself, it’s been 
totally great. It’s not been pressure. It’s been nice and smooth. The team is, as well. 
Everybody is pumped up. We know that nothing is going to be easy; nothing is going to 
fall out of the sky. We have to keep working. We have a big challenge. We have two 
cars, two chassis to try. It’s an opportunity, as well; not every team is able to do that. 
Marlboro Team Penske is trying to do everything they can to make sure that we have the 
best equipment, and that’s what we’re working for.” 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m so glad to be here. It’s such a great track, and it’s great 
to be a part of this race. This is the best track in the world. I’m a lot more relaxed this 
year than I was last year. Team Target is a very professional team, and they have a plan 
for the month. We know what we want to get accomplished. We didn’t get many laps in 
today, but we will as we get closer to the race. We know that we have a good car. We 
just need to stick to our plan and take care of the equipment.” 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Not exactly a great way to start the month since we 
didn’t get any laps in at speed. We went out for our warm-up laps and started leaking 
fuel from a faulty seal in the fuel cell. The guys changed the seal, but then the rain 
started, and we didn’t get a chance to get back out there. It means a slight delay in our 
plans, but we’ll be ready tomorrow and go at it again.” 
 

BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Hemelgarn/Life Fitness/Delta Faucet 
Dallara/Chevrolet/ Firestone): “It was a good first day for us, given we haven’t tested 
this year at Indy. Within 15 laps, we were flat out through the four corners with a good 
balance on the racetrack. We trimmed the car out, found a good balance and again ran 
flat. We’re looking forward to the week of practice.” 
 
 AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m just ecstatic 
to be here at the Speedway. It’s sad that it’s been rain-shortened today, but we were 
able to get out in our primary car and accomplish what we wanted with the car. I was just 
moving over to my backup car to check the electronics and make sure everything was 
working OK, and that was going to be it for today. That was what our plan was for today, 
to make sure all the toys were playing properly and then we can get to work first thing 
Monday. The rain came a little bit too soon, and we weren’t able to get out in the second 
car.” 
 
 TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “First time at the Indianapolis oval race. It’s a major difference, long straight, 
90-degree corners, high-speed oval. Overall, everything is good. I cannot complain 
about being third fastest at Indy, no matter what day it is. We had a very good test here 
(April 22) when it was the first time I ever saw this track. I really fell in love with it. I love 
the fast corners very much. I feel very comfortable in the car. There were no dramas 
today. We just needed to sort out some push that we had in the middle of the session, 
and we took care of that at the end, so we are happy. I know the guys ahead of me had 
some help on their fast laps. I ran my fast lap almost all on my own. And when I was 
running all alone, I was running very consistent, fast laps. For my first real practice 
experience at Indy, I’m very happy. We’ll see how things develop.” 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6T Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “My predominant feeling about today is that it’s nice to be 
back in the Marlboro Team Penske car. Although we weren’t able to get many laps in 
because of the weather, it just felt good to drive again. It was my first time at the 
Speedway since last year’s race and my first time in the G Force, so we were just taking 
our time and slowly getting back up to speed. One thing I learned is that the G Force 
certainly feels different than the Dallara. We’ve got a lot of work ahead of us, so 
hopefully the weather will cooperate.” 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“Today went really well. Andretti Green Racing has done a good job preparing me for the 
Indianapolis 500, and the Klein Tools/Jim Beam crew has done a great job getting the 
car ready. We didn’t have any problems with the car, and we were able to run fast right 
away. We have a set program we are working through, and we aren’t going to deviate 
from it. I’m happy we were fast today, but it is still early to get too excited.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz  
G Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Everything went pretty smoothly today, so I am quite 
happy with the car considering I didn’t come here to test with Tora (Takagi) and Arie 
(Luyendyk) a couple of weeks ago. But the team learned a lot from that test that helped 
me out a lot today. The cars seem to be quite different here this year than they were last 
year. Last year, it seemed so much more about handling. Now, the cars are really stuck 
to the track, and it’s more about taking advantage of the draft than before. That means it 
will be good, close racing for the fans, which is what it’s all about. We have a lot of things 
we want to try before this is all over. I mean, this is just the beginning, but so far, so 
good.” (About being the first competitor to take the track during today’s Opening Day): “I 
didn’t realize that until somebody told me. Of course, I was paying attention to a lot of 
other things. Really, you have to credit the crew for having the car and I absolutely 
ready. Because we didn’t test here a couple of weeks ago with my teammates, we 
wanted to maximize our track time as much as possible today. They got the job done. 
Hopefully, the first car on the track today will be the first one to take the checkered flag 
on May 25. How sweet would that be?” 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We didn’t get in as many laps as we would have liked due 
to the weather. We ran a few laps, and the car didn’t feel real good. So we spent a lot of 
time in the afternoon in the garage changing things, and then right when we went back 
out to the pits, the rain came down, and the practice was done for the day. We wanted to 
run both cars since we knew the weather might be bad for the next few days. We didn’t 
get the chance. It felt good to come back to the Speedway for the month. It’s always 
exciting to return for this race. I’m anxious to get our program going for the rest of the 
week.” 
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DAY 1 – SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003 – INDIANAPOLIS STAR OPENING DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 ARIE LUYENDYK (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Today, we shook down a second new car. We did the first 
one on the 22nd of last month. All in all, I like this car a lot better. I think it will be our race 
car. There were no issues whatsoever. The Meijer crew did a really good job of 
preparing the car. I’m happy with what we got done today, which really wasn’t a whole lot 
since we had to stop early because of the rain. But that’s one of the games you play 
here, trying to get in as much work between weather delays. I did have some helmet 
issues that we need to clear up. There was a lot of buffeting that made it difficult to get a 
clear focus on what I wanted to do out there. We made it a little better, but we still have 
to figure out what to do to clear it up. It feels good to be back at the Speedway again.” 
 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We had a good day. Since we tested here before, we had a pretty good feel for the car. 
It is just getting comfortable, finding the right setup. The whole secret to winning here is 
being around at the end of the race. We need to find a comfortable car, stay in the hunt, 
and we have just as good a chance as anyone to win it.” 
 
 TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “For my first day officially at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, there was certainly a lot going on. Not necessarily the on-track stuff but all of 
the autograph sessions and public relations things that go along with the Indianapolis 
500. Quite frankly, getting in the Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Pharmacy car was the first 
chance I had all day to really focus and concentrate on the racing side of Indianapolis, 
and that was nice. Getting out on the track was exciting, and things were a bit more 
intense. There were more people in the stands and more cars on the track than when we 
were testing. It’s so exciting to be a part of it all. All we got done today was shake down 
the backup car. We had some issues with our communications systems, so we were 
down for a while.” 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We had an opportunity to get up to speed, and we were 
consistently quick, so I feel good about the Archipelago/Motorola car. We didn’t have an 
opportunity to take any wing out of the car, so it was heavy on downforce. We are going 
to work on our race setup in the early part of the week, and then trim the car out on 
Thursday and Friday. That is our plan right now.” (About practicing today after finishing 
fourth in the Winston Cup race last night): “I got home (Charlotte) from Richmond about 
2 a.m., and then I woke up at 7 a.m. to fly to Indianapolis. I normally only sleep about 
five hours a night, so today was no problem.” 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was great being back in the race car and especially 
great working with the Panther team. Our initial goal was to get me comfortable with the 
car and not to worry about going fast, just try to run some smooth laps. Right now the car 
is fantastic. We’re not going very fast, but we will get the car solid and stable.” 
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SHARP FASTEST ON RAIN-SHORTENED OPENING DAY AT INDY 
 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Sunday, May 4, 2003 – IRL IndyCar™ Series points leader 
Scott Sharp was the fastest driver on a rain-shortened but busy Opening Day for the 87th 
Indianapolis 500, turning a top lap of 39.3419 seconds, 228.764 mph. 
 Showers arrived at the historic 2.5-mile oval at 4:27 p.m. (EDT), just less than 2 
1/2 hours after practice started. It was the first time rain ended Indianapolis Star Opening 
Day since 1997, when the first day of practice was completely washed out. 

But 2001 Indy MBNA Pole winner Sharp, in his No. 8T Delphi 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone, was one of 24 drivers turning laps in chilly, 55-degree 
temperatures with southeast winds at 13 mph. 

“A great job from the Delphi guys,” Sharp said. “It was a pretty compacted 
afternoon with the rain. I think everybody got some help, some drafting help. Obviously, I 
did. 

“I think we have a really good car. We have a strong baseline. I don’t know how 
much we can take from a day like today, but this is certainly a start.” 

Two-time defending race winner Helio Castroneves was second at 39.4585, 
228.088 in the No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone as he started his 
quest to become the first driver ever to win the race three years in a row. Indy rookie 
Tora Takagi rounded out the top three at 39.4937, 227.884 in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo 
Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

“We know that nothing is going to be easy, nothing is going to fall out of the 
sky,” Castroneves said. “We have to keep working.” 
 Rookie Dan Wheldon was fourth at 39.5230, 227.716 in the No. 26 Klein 
Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone. His teammate and team co-owner, Michael 
Andretti, rounded out the top five at 39.5672, 227.461 in the No. 7 Team 7-Eleven 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
 Andretti plans to make the final start of his driving career on Race Day, Sunday, 
May 25. 
 Gil de Ferran and Scott Dixon each returned to the track for the first time since 
suffering injuries earlier this season. 
 De Ferran turned a top lap was 40.0335, 224.812 in the No. 6T Marlboro Team 
Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. He suffered a concussion and minor fracture 
of the lower back in an accident during the Purex Dial Indy 200 on March 23 at Phoenix. 
 Dixon’s best lap was 40.0799, 224.551 in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi 
Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. He suffered a broken wrist in an accident in the 
Indy Japan 300 on April 13 at Motegi, Japan. 
 Robby Gordon also turned laps today as he started the road toward the “daily 
double” on Race Day. Full-time NASCAR Winston Cup Series driver Gordon will attempt 
to drive the Indianapolis 500 and Coca-Cola 600 NASCAR race at Charlotte, N.C., on 
May 25. 
 Gordon’s top lap was 40.7912, 220.636 in the No. 27T 
Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone fielded by Andretti Green Racing. 
He is replacing regular AGR driver Dario Franchitti, who suffered a fractured back in a 
motorcycle accident in early April. Gordon finished fourth in the NASCAR Winston Cup 
race Saturday night at Richmond, Va. 

“I got home (Charlotte) from Richmond about 2 a.m., and then I woke up at 7 
a.m. to fly to Indianapolis,” Gordon said. “I normally only sleep about five hours a night, 
so today was no problem.”  
 There were 29 cars and 24 drivers on track today, turning 697 incident-free 
laps. 2001 IndyCar Series Bombardier Rookie of the Year Felipe Giaffone was the first 
driver on track for the event in the No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. 
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
11 a.m. Honorary Starter Katie Gearlds, 2003 Indiana Miss Basketball, waves the green 

flag to start the second day of practice. 
11 a.m. - -6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice  

*** 
  According to www.accuweather.com, since rain began falling at the Speedway 
yesterday at 3:26 p.m., ending practice for the day, 1.3 inches have fallen in the 
Indianapolis area. At 8 a.m. this morning, IMS safety trucks circled the 2.5-mile oval to 
dry the track.  

*** 
  Mark Taylor, who won the first two Infiniti Pro Series events of the season, was 
spotting in Turn 3 for Sam Hornish Jr. yesterday during practice. Taylor, who drives the 
No. 4 Fulmar Panther Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone for Panther Racing, the same team for 
which Hornish drives in the IndyCar Series, was working under Pancho Carter, who 
spots for Hornish and Taylor. Carter won the pole for the 1985 Indianapolis 500. 

Taylor is observing and learning in preparation for the inaugural Freedom 100 
Infiniti Pro Series race that will take place May 17 at the Speedway.  

MARK TAYLOR: “Any time you can see the cars out on the track, you learn. 
Hopefully I’ll be here next year, and I’m seeing the experience, the pressures that they 
go through. It’s helpful seeing Sam (Hornish) go out, see the amount of time he spends 
on the track throughout the day, see how the car reacts to the changes that they’re 
making.” 

*** 
 The start of the second day of practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500 was 
delayed due to continuing efforts to dry the 2.5-mile oval after heavy overnight rains. 
This is the second consecutive year that the second day of practice for the “500” has 
been delayed. Last year, practice on the second day did not start until 4:15 p.m.  

*** 
 The fastest lap of the month of May was turned May 4 by Scott Sharp, driver of 
the No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Sharp turned a lap of 39.3419 seconds, 
228.764 mph. Bruno Junqueira won the 2002 MBNA Pole for the Indianapolis 500 with a 
four-lap qualifying average of 231.342 mph and a time of 2 minutes, 35.6136 seconds. 
His fastest lap was Lap 1, which was 38.8543 seconds, 231.635 mph. Arie Luyendyk 
holds the one and four-lap track records, which he set in 1996. The one-lap record is 
37.895, 237.498, and the four-lap record is 2 minutes, 31.908 seconds, 236.986 mph. 

*** 
Katie Gearlds, the 2003 Miss Basketball in the state of Indiana, will serve as 

honorary starter and wave the green flag to start practice. Gearlds, from nearby Beech 
Grove, Ind., led Beech Grove High School to the 2003 state championship in Class 3A 
and will attend Purdue University in the fall. She was also named to the second team All-
USA team by USA Today.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 12:20 p.m., the ambient temperature was 69 degrees with southwest winds 
at 16 mph and a relative humidity of 70 percent. Skies were sunny. The track 
temperature was 117 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

12:20 p.m. – YELLOW. The track was opened under a “running yellow” 
condition.  

http://www.accuweather.com/
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

12:26 p.m. – RED.  
12:31 p.m. – GREEN. Katie Geralds, 2003 Miss Basketball in Indiana, waved 

the green flag to start the second day of practice. #31T Unser first on track. The delay 
due to damp track conditions was 1 hour, 31 minutes.  

12:36 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #24 Buhl. Crew reports the car lost power. 
12:41 p.m. – GREEN. #7T Andretti, #52T Rice, #6T de Ferran, #15T Brack and 

#31T Unser are practicing in backup cars.  
1:01 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on the track. 
1:06 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
Katie Gearlds, the 2003 Miss Basketball in the state of Indiana, waved the 

green flag to start practice. Gearlds is from nearby Beech Grove, Ind. She purchased a 
T-shirt of two-time IndyCar Series champion Sam Hornish Jr. who drives the No. 4 
Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone and wore it during the start of practice. 
Gearlds wore No. 4 when she played at Beech Grove. 

Justin Cage, the 2003 Mr. Basketball in the state of Indiana, was also on hand 
for the start of practice. Cage, from Indianapolis, led Pike High School to the 2003 state 
championship in Class 4A and will attend Xavier University in the fall.  

KATIE GEARLDS: “That's pretty intense out there. They (cars) come by so 
fast, and it's loud, and you get a little dust knocked up on you. I've had some intense 
basketball games, but that's something I'll never forget. This is amazing. I've been here 
for qualifying, but this is great. To be down here, meet the drivers and experience this, 
there's nothing like it.” 

JUSTIN CAGE: (On his first visit to IMS): “It's big. I'm really surprised. It's a lot 
more exciting than I thought it was going to be. The cars are loud and fast. I really wish I 
could be out there (on pit lane), but this is nice, and I'm going to come back.” (On the 
chance of coming to the race): “There's a real good chance that if I don't have anything 
for the (Indiana) All-Stars that I'll be back.” 

*** 
 Entry update:  
 •Jimmy Kite is now the driver of the No. 18 PDM Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:28 p.m. – #18 Kite on track for first time this month.  

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 2:10 p.m. 
  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 

 
227.734 mph 

 2 3 Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 227.597
3 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 227.553 
4 15T Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 226.967 
5 32 Tony Renna Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 226.207 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:47 p.m. – #3 Castroneves turns fastest lap of the day at 227.953 mph.  
 1:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  

2:09 p.m. – Weather update: The ambient temperature was 73 degrees with 
west-southwest winds at 17 mph and a relative humidity of 66 percent. Skies were 
sunny. The track temperature was 124 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

2:31 p.m. – #9 Dixon fastest of the day at 228.427 mph.  



 
 
20 

DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
  The honorary starter tomorrow will be “Boomer,” the mascot for the Indiana 
Pacers. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
  3:15 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
  3:26 p.m. – GREEN. 

3:47 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris 
  3:51 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
IRL IndyCar™ Series star Michael Andretti announced an online auction of 

race-worn and collectible items, as well as the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be part of 
his pit crew for the final race of his career, the 2003 Indianapolis 500. 

The auction started April 25 at http://auction.andretti.com and will culminate in a 
combination live and online auction May 10, 2003, ending at 10:30 p.m. (EDT). 
Attendees at the “Countdown to Indy” Party from 7-10:30 p.m. (EDT) May 10 will have 
the opportunity to bid in conjunction with fans online. All proceeds will benefit the newly 
formed The Michael Andretti Foundation and Education is Freedom, a foundation 
launched last year by Andretti team sponsor 7-Eleven, Inc. to fund college scholarships. 

In addition to the pit crew opportunity, bidders can bid on many unique items, 
including a Pace Car ride at this year’s Indianapolis 500; gloves autographed by 
Andretti; a Klein Tools aerobatic ride; a Tony Kanaan/Michael Andretti combined paint 
scheme helmet; a rookie/veteran design combo helmet of both Dan Wheldon’s helmet 
design along with Andretti’s, a two-seat race car ride provided by the Indy Racing 
League; a Mario Andretti replica helmet and other notable celebrity collectibles and 
driver items. Also up for bid are two tickets to Andretti’s invitation-only “Countdown to 
Indy” retirement party at the Brickyard Hotel Pavilion. 

*** 
 James Mungro, a running back for the Indianapolis Colts, will be at the 
Speedway tomorrow as the guest of Target Chip Ganassi Racing. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 4 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.427 mph 
2 3 Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 227.953 
3 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 227.553 
4 12 Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.445 
5 31T Al Unser Jr. Corteco D/T/F 227.116 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

4:20 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 75 degrees with west-southwest 
winds at 14 mph and a relative humidity of 57 percent. Skies were sunny. The track 
temperature was 109 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

4:56 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5 p.m. 
  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.427 mph 
2 3 Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 227.953 
3 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 227.553 
4 12 Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.445 
5 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 227.238 

*** 
5 p.m. – At the beginning of “Happy Hour,” the ambient temperature was 77 

degrees with southwest winds at 13 mph and a relative humidity of 52 percent. Skies 
were sunny. The track temperature was 112 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 5:04 p.m. – GREEN. “Happy Hour” is underway. Nine cars immediately take to 
the track.  
 5:09 p.m. – #26 Wheldon second fastest of the day with a lap of 228.192 mph.  
 5:10 p.m. – #26 Wheldon faster at 228.210 mph. 
 5:11 p.m. – #6T de Ferran now fifth fastest with a lap of 227.530 mph. On the 
next lap, de Ferran became third fastest of the day with a lap of 228.127 mph.  
 5:12 p.m. – #6T de Ferran now second fastest of the day with a lap of 228.417 
mph.  
 5:20 p.m. – #8 Sharp fastest of the day with a lap of 228.666 mph.  
 5:21 p.m. – #8 Sharp turns fastest lap of the month with a lap of 228.766 mph.  
 5:26 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5:30 p.m. 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.766 mph 
2 9 Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.427  
3 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 228.417 
4 26  Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 228.233 
5 12 Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.968 

*** 
  Tony Kanaan, who suffered a broken left arm in a two-car accident at the Indy 
Japan 300 on April 13 at Twin Ring Motegi, has been cleared to drive by Dr. Henry Bock, 
medical services director for the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing 
League. Kanaan, driver of the No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, crashed 
with Scott Dixon in Turn 3 while battling for the lead.  

*** 
5:30 p.m. – GREEN.  
5:32 p.m. – #12 Takagi turns fastest lap of the month with a lap of 229.019 

mph.  
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of the second day practice for the 87th Indianapolis 

500.  
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top 10 Drivers of the Day 
  No.   

    

Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F  229.019 mph* 
2 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.766 
3 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F  228.427  
4 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 228.417 
5 26  Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F  228.233 
6 3 Helio Castroneves 

 
Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 227.953 

7 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 227.735
8 15 Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 227.388 
9 31T Al Unser Jr. Corteco D/T/F 227.116 
10 32 Tony Renna (R) Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F  226.741 
*Fastest speed of the month 
(R) – Rookie  

*** 
A total of 46 cars are now at the Speedway, and 45 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 26 drivers on the track to date. Today there were eight 
caution periods for 1 hour and 2 minutes. Drivers completed 1438 laps today. A total of 
55 drivers have passed their physical and are cleared to drive.  

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE:  
 
 TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I was 
very conservative today. The weather was much hotter today and the track was slick. 
When I went out just after noon, my car wasn't so good. It was very slippery because of 
the track. We made many changes to the car and when I went back out after four 
o'clock, the car was much, much better. I'm very happy to be the fastest today, but its 
only practice. We will have to make many changes to get ready for qualifying this 
weekend.” 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “Panther Racing has a very specific program each day that we’re trying to 
get through. We have a lot of aerodynamic and mechanical changes we’re making to the 
car. Right now, it’s really about finding information and finding out what the race car likes 
and doesn’t like. We mileaged out this engine. So we’re going to put in a different engine 
with a little bit different specification for tomorrow. Hopefully, that will pick up a little bit (in 
speed). Overall, we feel we’re headed in the direction we need to be. It’s still only 
Monday, and it’s a long week, so we’re going to try to pick up a little bit each day and try 
to peak around the end of the week.” 
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 

 
JIMMY KITE (No. 18 PDM Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “All the plan 

was today was to shake the car down, do an installation check, make sure the balance 
was right. We went out, ran a couple of turns flat; it felt pretty good, and then we parked 
it. We’re one car, no money; we didn’t want to tear it up, as windy as it is. We’ll go out 
tomorrow and trim it out some more and get the car set up, and hopefully by that time 
we'll have some money, and we can run the rest of the month. Last May was the last 
time I was in one of these. It feels great to get back in one, but it’s a weird feeling 
knowing that you may have to get back out in two days. It’s kind of a happy-sad kind of 
feeling all at the same time. I have a lot of fun with these guys, and I think we have a 
pretty decent car. It felt pretty good today – I was only running 211, so another 10-15 
mph, we’ll see how it really feels.” 

 
MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We 

did a lot of race setup today and let the other guys do more of the qualifying stuff. It was 
pretty good. It was a pretty useful day. The car was pretty comfortable. It wasn't bad. It's 
early yet, but we're pretty happy with it so far.” 

 
TONY COTMAN (Team Manager, Team 7-Eleven): "We spent the whole day 

on race simulation. We pretty much made three basic outings today, each time a little bit 
different. We were just really monitoring the track temperature versus the setup we had 
on the car at that time. We obtained a lot of useful data for down the road. We'll do a 
little more on it in days to come, maybe a little more after qualifying. It went really well. 
We're really happy. We probably ran half a race distance today, so it was pretty good. It 
was efficient work.” 
 

A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): 
“We had a good first day. The main objective was for me to get back in the groove and 
get comfortable here, which we did. Tomorrow we'll work on finding more speed. We ran 
a brand new G Force and the Dallara today, and both Conseco cars were real solid right 
out of the box. I'm sure we can make them faster as we work on them this week.” 

 
SHIGEAKI HATTORI (No. 5 EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/ 

Firestone): “Our setup is between a race setup and qualifying trim. It is pretty good, but 
tomorrow we'll start trimming it out to find more speed. The EPSON car is pretty 
comfortable.” 
 

SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “It was another good day for us. Team Target has done a great job in 
preparing the cars for me. I get more and more comfortable with each lap that I make 
here. Today we worked on trying to find more speed. We turned our fast lap during the 
heat of the day, which is a good sign for us. My hand is feeling better, and I’m excited to 
be here.” 

 
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m very happy with how our day went. My engineer, Bill 
(Pappas), and I have created a plan, and we are following it. Everything is going ahead 
as we planned. It’s great to be associated with an organization like this. They are a 
talented group who can see the big picture.” 
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/ Firestone): 
“The team keeps me on an even keel. It also helps because we are running really well. 
Both days we've been near the top five. The Klein Tools/Jim Beam crew has done a 
great job, and we haven't had a single problem with the car. Obviously, this is a big race, 
but once you get in the car you are focused on what you are doing. So, there really 
aren't too many distractions. Maybe on Race Day, when the grandstands fill, it will be 
different, but I'm sure my focus will be on the track. This team has been great, and they 
have helped me relax a lot. Having a team like Andretti Green is great because they 
allow me to just go out there and do my job.” 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/ 
Firestone): “We just did a few laps yesterday, and we got the Archipelago/Motorola car 
up to speed in just a few laps. I think we are looking OK. We are definitely learning a lot 
about our race setup. We had some understeer earlier in the day, but we made some 
changes and have the front end biting now. Our main goal is to get as good of a race 
balance as we can. In Happy Hour we did want to put in a good speed, so on our last 
run we took some wing out of the car. We weren't really in a setup we would qualify in; it 
was more of my race setup that we just trimmed out a little bit.” 

 
TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Dallara/Toyota/ 

Firestone): “I’m really quite happy with today and the Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Pharmacy car. We got through everything and accomplished what we wanted to get 
accomplished. We’ve been evaluating a lot of different stuff, and we’ve really been 
focusing on having a good race car. The whole Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Pharmacy 
crew has been doing a great job, and I’m really happy with my engineer, Tim Neff. We’ve 
been patient and just doing everything right, and I think by doing it this way that we will 
find the speed and be in really good shape.” 

 
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a great 

day for the Delphi team. We worked on the car and tried some different things that we 
wanted to get done. Some worked, some didn’t, but we did get the car going a bit 
quicker at the end. But there’s still so much time left and so much work to be done.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a really 
good day today on the Corteco team. We learned about the car and helped it quite a bit. 
It’s still only Monday, and we’ve got a lot of time left, so we were just trying some things 
and trying to get a feel for what works. The Corteco car is running really well, and we’re 
pretty happy right now.” 

 
TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 

Firestone): “I was very conservative today. The weather was much hotter today, and the 
track was slick. When I went out just after noon, my car wasn't so good. It was very 
slippery because of the track. We made many changes to the car, and when I went back 
out after 4 o'clock, the car was much, much better. 

 



 
 

25

DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 

 
BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Everything went good today. We are pretty happy with 
our primary car right now. We are trying to get our second car up to speed. Today is the 
first day we have run the second car here at Indy. We are working on getting together 
two solid and equal cars. Today we were the quickest Chevy, so that helps. It's only the 
second of 20 some days for the month. And we still have five days before we qualify. We 
have a lot of little things to work on. We just have to stay on top of things.” 

 
JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/ 

Firestone): “It was a really good day for Johns Manville/Team Menard. Yesterday was a 
shakedown for the chassis. Today we were down to business. We did pick up some 
speed with a 225.3 (mph). We are just trying to get the car as comfortable as possible 
and free it up a little bit more. I think we can be in the 226 range. We'll probably throw 
some things on there for qualifying and see if we can't do a four-lap average of 227 
(mph.) That would be a real good one for us. We'll work on some race things this week, 
as well. There are two races here: the race to make the show and the race to win the 
show. This team has never won the show before so that's the one we are really shooting 
for. We are concentrating on the race setup to see if we can't steal it away from 
everybody. Right now, Menard Cheever Technologies and Chevrolet are working 
diligently to get caught up. We are making huge strides. I am confident we will have a 
good car for the race.” 

 
SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/ 

Firestone): “Today was technically our first day of practice for the Indianapolis 500. We 
didn't get to test at all like many of the other teams did, so to go from 213 mph to 222 
mph in just an hour's worth of track time is pretty good. We still have a lot of things to try 
and aerodynamics to take advantage of, so we're pretty happy with what we did today.” 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We tested a few things, and now we know what to do. We 
can go forward with that knowledge. I didn't do any draft laps. A lot of the guys are 
getting drafts and putting down big numbers. We'll just stay low key and stay out of 
everybody's way. We'll do laps on our own so we can get a good read on the car.” 

 
BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Hemelgarn/Life Fitness/Delta Faucet Dallara/ 

Chevrolet/Firestone): “I can't say we're happy. As far as we understand it at this point, 
it's as trimmed out as we can make it. We're really, really negative on the wings and just 
as trimmed out as we can be. We're flat out. The car's working really good. We're going 
faster every day. We're picking up 2 or 3 mph every day, about as efficient as we can get 
the car right now. Now it's just a matter of continuing to throw bits at it, pieces. I'm not 
sure where we go from here to get faster. I know we can race well and be real consistent 
lap after lap, but to get much more speed out of it as it sits, I'm not sure how to do that. I 
guess that's what we'll be working on all night.” 
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I think we got a lot accomplished today. We ran both the 
primary and backup cars, and we really worked on the chassis setup. We didn't get in as 
much time on Sunday as we wanted, so today was very critical for us. Our team is still 
pretty new to these IndyCar (Series cars), especially the new versions (2003). But our 
engineers -- Don Halliday, Martin Pare and Tim Reiter -- have been working very hard to 
prepare a car for qualifying and then one for the race. Qualifying is still pretty important, 
since you can run with the leaders and have a better chance of keeping away from a 
possible crash early in the race. But our guys have been very good on details and, if the 
weather is still good all week, I think we will continue to improve. In addition, I think they 
would like me to run a few laps in Jimmy's (Vasser) car on Tuesday. We hope the 
weather stays like it was today.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We were going in different directions than Tora. He was 
pretty happy with his car, so tomorrow we're going to go in the direction he was going 
and see if we can improve a little bit. It's been pretty smooth. Today we tried things that 
mostly didn't quite work. A few things worked, but most of the things we were planning 
didn't quite work, but that's why you always try different things." (Do you feel a bit like the 
team's guinea pig today?): "Sometimes it happens. That's the good thing about having 
three cars. You can play with different stuff with three drivers and then pick the best for 
the next day." 
 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“The car feels pretty good. It does what I want it to do. We're just trying to take drag off 
the car, trying to keep everything running and do the best with what we've got to work 
with. We know it's not the fastest car that wins the race. It's the guy that's most 
consistent and most patient and stays out of trouble all day long and has a little bit of 
racing luck. I've seen guys that were farther off before win. Look at Castroneves last 
year; he ran 10th or 15th all day long, and he was at the right place at the right time at 
the end. You've got to have some of that racing luck.” 
 

GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): 
“Today was a very good day for Marlboro Team Penske. We ran a lot of laps, and I'm 
very happy with the way things are progressing. I particularly enjoyed the middle part of 
the afternoon, as I was mostly running by myself. It really gave me the opportunity to get 
into my own groove and continue to get my rhythm back. At the end of the session, we 
got a couple of quick laps in, which put us in the top five for the day. It's only Monday, 
however, so the most important thing is to keep focused, keep our head down and keep 
working.” 
  
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “We have spent most of the first two days developing the Dallara chassis, 
and I feel we've made a lot of progress. We actually did some race simulations and long 
runs today with the Dallara. At the end of the day, we switched to the G Force because 
we are still trying to decide which car will be more competitive for the race. Marlboro 
Team Penske has been doing a great job working with both chassis. Hopefully, we will 
have good weather again tomorrow.” 
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DAY 2 – MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“It was all right, I think. We had a bit of a mechanical problem here and there, and we 
were trying to play catch up a little bit, but we have a long ways to go. We're taking 
everything step by step. Hopefully tomorrow will be a better day. We did make some 
improvements. We are going quicker. It's only a matter of time tomorrow. If we get a 
good day, and we don't have any problems, we'll be up to speed.” 
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TAKAGI TAKES CONTROL OF INDY PRACTICE WITH 229-MPH LAP 
 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Monday, May 5, 2003 – Tora Takagi may be a rookie at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, but you’d never know it by looking at the speed chart. 
 Takagi led practice May 5 for the 87th Indianapolis 500 with a lap of 39.2980 
seconds, 229.019 mph in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. He turned his top lap during the “Happy Hour” final hour of 
practice on a sunny, windy day at the historic 2.5-mile oval. 

That was the fastest lap of the event after two days of practice. And it also 
continued an impressive display so far by Formula One and CART veteran Takagi, who 
was third fastest on Opening Day at 39.4937, 227.884. 

“I was very conservative today,” Takagi said. “The weather was much hotter 
today, and the track was slick. When I went out just after noon, my car wasn’t so good. It 
was very slippery because of the track. We made many changes to the car, and when I 
went back out after four o’clock, the car was much, much better. 

“I’m very happy to be the fastest today, but its only practice. We will have to 
make many changes to get ready for qualifying this weekend.” 
 Practice continues from noon-7 p.m. (EDT) Tuesday. MBNA Pole Day is 
Saturday. Race Day is Sunday, May 25. 
 IRL IndyCar™ Series points leader Scott Sharp was second today at 39.3415, 
228.766 in the No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. He continued to click like a 
metronome during the first two days of practice, as he was fastest on Opening Day with 
a nearly identical lap, 39.3419, 228.764. 
 Indy rookie Scott Dixon was third at 39.3999, 228.427 in the No. 9 Target Chip 
Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. It was a strong showing for Dixon, 
who is recovering from a broken wrist suffered in a two-car accident in the Indy Japan 
300 on April 13 at Motegi, Japan. 
 “I get more and more comfortable with each lap that I make here,” Dixon said. 
“Today we worked on trying to find more speed. We turned our fast lap during the heat of 
the day, which is a good sign for us. My hand is feeling better, and I’m excited to be 
here.” 
 Gil de Ferran ended up fourth at 39.4016, 228.417 in the No. 6T Marlboro 
Team Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. Rookie Dan Wheldon rounded out the 
top five at 39.4334, 228.233 in the No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone, the only car in the top five not powered by a Toyota engine. 
 It also was a strong day for the Panoz G Force chassis, as drivers in that car 
turned three of the top four speeds. 
 Wet track conditions forced the start of practice to be delayed one hour, 31 
minutes. The track stayed busy once practice opened, as 1,438 incident-free laps were 
turned. 
 Rookie A.J. Foyt IV, grandson of four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt, 
turned his first high-speed laps of the event today. His best lap was 39.8215, 226.009 in 
the No. 14 Conseco A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 
 Off the track, IndyCar Series standout Tony Kanaan was cleared to drive in this 
event. Kanaan suffered a broken left arm in a crash with Dixon during the Indy Japan 
300. Kanaan, winner in March at Phoenix, drives the No. 11 Team 7-Eleven 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
11 a.m. Honorary Starter “Boomer,” Indiana Pacers mascot, waves the  

green flag to start the second day of practice. 
11 a.m. -6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice  
3 p.m.  Back-to-back winner track laps: the 1939-40 Boyle Special.  

Ceremonial laps by Peter Shaw, grandson of three-time “500”  
winner Wilbur Shaw. 

*** 
 Team Rahal COO Scott Roembke has attempted to motivate his drivers 
throughout the month of May by hanging historic photos of Indianapolis 500 drivers on 
the wall of the driver’s area of the Rahal garage. One picture is of Ralph DePalma and 
his riding mechanic, Rupert Jeffkins, pushing DePalma’s Mercedes along the frontstretch 
in 1912 after the car lost power on Lap 199 after DePalma had led 196 laps. Other 
photos include cars built by Smokey Yunick and cars driven by Jim Hurtubise. A famous 
photo of Bill Vukovich in his garage after winning the “500” in 1953 will be hung Friday.  
 SCOTT ROEMBKE: “It adds a little touch.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 11 a.m., the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with calm winds and a 
relative humidity of 76 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 96 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

11 a.m. – GREEN. “Boomer,” the Indiana Pacers mascot waves the green flag. 
#32 Renna first on track. 
 11:02 a.m. -- #3T Castroneves turns lap of 228.007 mph.  
 11:03 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 11:05 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:09 a.m. -- #6T de Ferran turns fastest lap of the month with a lap of 229.997 
mph.  
 11:11 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 11:18 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:21 a.m. -- #26 Wheldon turns first lap faster than 230 mph this month with a 
lap of 230.659 mph.  
 11:22 a.m. -- #26 Wheldon turns top speed of the month with a lap of 231.108 
mph.  
 11:23 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 11:26 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:32 a.m. – #11 Kanaan on track for first time this month.  
 11:37 a.m. – #15 Brack posts second fastest speed of the day with a lap of 
230.288 mph.  
 11:42 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  

*** 
  On May 7, IRL Ministry will play host to “Church Staff Day” at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. Staffs from more than 30 churches of all denominations will be treated 
to lunch from noon-1 p.m. in the Panther Racing suite. Panther Racing drivers Sam 
Hornish Jr. and Billy Boat will be on hand. Glenn Wheeler, Hornish’s pastor from his 
church in Defiance, Ohio, will be at the track as part of the day.  
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Team Rahal announced today that Argent Mortgage Company, LLC will be the 
primary sponsor for the team’s No. 19 Rahal Letterman Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone 
to be driven by 1996 CART champion Jimmy Vasser. 

Argent Mortgage Company, the primary sponsor of Team Rahal's Toyota 
Atlantic car driven by Danica Patrick, will have its logo prominently displayed on the 
bright blue, gold and white Honda-powered Dallara machine entered by 1986 Indy 500 
winner Bobby Rahal and Indianapolis native and TV icon David Letterman for the May 
18 qualifications. Vasser, who will compete next weekend in Europe with CART, will 
return to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for practice beginning May 14. 

Vasser, 37, will team with 1998 IRL IndyCar Series and 1999 Indianapolis 500 
champion Kenny Brack to form Team Rahal's first two-driver Indy 500 effort since 
1995. Las Vegas resident Vasser will attempt to make his eighth Indy 500 start and has 
a best finish of fourth twice (1994, 2001)   

WAYNE LEE (President, Argent): “We, at Argent Mortgage Company, are 
very excited to be a part of the Indy 500 with Team Rahal. The opportunity to partner 
with a world-class racing team like Team Rahal and a champion driver like Jimmy 
Vasser is a great opportunity for our company. Jimmy is a proven winner, and we believe 
that he has a tremendous chance to put the Argent car in Indy’s winner circle. We have 
had a strong relationship with Team Rahal and Danica Patrick in our initial participation 
in racing this year, and this new program is a great extension of our commitment to the 
sport. We're working at the speed of Argent.” 

BOBBY RAHAL: “It's very exciting for Team Rahal to extend our partnership 
with Argent Mortgage Company into this year's Indy 500. We have enjoyed a great 
alliance with Argent with Danica Patrick's Toyota Atlantic effort, and Wayne Lee and his 
people have proven to be a dedicated and driven group of individuals that have 
formulated aggressive plans for the continued growth of their company. With Jimmy, 
Honda and Team Rahal's Indy 500 effort, we believe we have an operation that can put 
Argent in victory lane at Indy.” 

JIMMY VASSER: “I'm very anxious to take an aggressive company like Argent 
Mortgage to the Indianapolis 500. Running Indy is always special and to bring in Argent 
with Team Rahal and Honda makes for a very strong effort. Qualifying in the second 
weekend is a little more difficult, but I will benefit from hours of work that Kenny and his 
team will put early in the month.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 11:49 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:52 a.m. – YELLOW.  
 11:56 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:59 a.m. – #10T Scheckter second fastest of the day at 230.832 mph.  
 12:02 p.m. – Five drivers have turned laps fastest than 230 mph today.  
 12:03 p.m. – #6T de Ferran second fastest of the day with a lap of 230.873 
mph.  

*** 
Entry update:  
 •A.J. Foyt IV’s, No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing is now a Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. The No. 14T is a Dallara/Toyota/Firestone.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 12:09 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
 12:18 p.m. – GREEN.  
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

 
12:32 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 72 degrees with calm winds and a 

relative humidity of 66 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 109 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

*** 
  James Mungro, a running back for the Indianapolis Colts, is the guest of Target 
Chip Ganassi Racing today. Mungro replaced the injured Edgerrin James last season for 
the Colts.  
 JAMES MUNGRO: “I’ve learned a lot of things today. It’s my first time at the 
racetrack, and it’s a great experience so far.” (About his desire to drive an IndyCar 
Series car): “I don’t think I’m going to be a backup here. These cars are going a little too 
fast for me.” (Why are you out here with TCGR?): “One of my marketing guys works with 
Tomas (Scheckter), and we just came out here to support him and watch and learn new 
things.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 1:09 p.m. – GREEN.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 1:15 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 26  Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F  231.108 mph* 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 230.873 
3 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F  230.823 
4 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.476 
5 15  Kenny Brack (W)  Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.288 
*Fastest speed of the month 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

1:37 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 74 degrees with south winds at 3 
mph and a relative humidity of 61 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 108 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

2:11 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
 2:20 p.m. – GREEN. 
 2:33 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 2:38 p.m. – GREEN.  

*** 
Professional bowler Mike Aulby will serve as honorary starter and wave the 

green flag May 7. Aulby has won 27 national titles and is a friend of two-time IndyCar 
Series champion Sam Hornish Jr., an avid bowler.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 2:51 p.m. – YELLOW. #5 Hattori did a quarter-spin to the right in Turn 1 and 
made contact with the outside retaining wall at the exit of Turn 1 with the rear of the car. 
There was no contact with the SAFER Barrier. Car then slid across track and made 
contact with inside guardrail. Car came to rest in grass between warm-up lane and inside 
guardrail at the beginning of Turn 2. Car suffered heavy damage to rear wing area. 
Hattori climbed from car without assistance.  
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Shigeaki Hattori has been 
transported to Methodist Hospital by ground for further evaluation. He is complaining of 
facial and neck pain. A further update will be provided when available.  

*** 
  At 3:08 p.m., Peter Shaw, grandson of three-time Indianapolis 500 winner 
Wilbur Shaw, took ceremonial laps in the 1939-40 Boyle Special that Wilbur Shaw drove 
to victory in the Indianapolis 500. Shaw also won in 1937. Wilbur Shaw is credited with 
saving the Speedway in 1945 when he convinced Terre Haute, Ind., businessman Tony 
Hulman to purchase the Speedway from Eddie Rickenbacker. Shaw served as president 
of the Speedway until October 1954, when he died in a plane crash.  
  PETER SHAW (Grandson of Wilbur Shaw): “It's very exciting, I knew I 
wouldn't be nervous until I got to the track, and I won't be nervous as soon as it starts 
rolling. I don't want to stall the car. I think one of the convincing factors that led him (Bill) 
to let me do this is that I did the Bondurant school.” (Do you want to be a racer?): “It’s a 
little late to start now, but if the opportunity comes along, I’ll go for it, for sure.” (After the 
run): “It was very, very fun, and it wasn't as hard as I thought. After I got going, I took my 
time and went through all the gears. I could do that again in a second. I could go all day 
if they let me. I got into fourth gear, and I didn't know how fast I was going, but it didn't 
feel that fast – it's a big track. I didn’t want to go too fast and get yelled at.” 
 BILL SHAW (Son of Wilbur Shaw): (Bill Shaw drove the car last year): “It’s 
very special, three generations in that car on this track. To me, the car is magical. It’s like 
a P-51 (World War II fighter plane). You imagine what it would be like to fly one, but you 
never figure that it is going to happen. Peter asked me if he was going to have to wait for 
me to kick off before he got a chance to drive it. Last year when I drove the car, it was 
one of two most special moments in my life, that, and when Peter was born. Peter did 
the (Bob) Bondurant driving school last summer, but he has been concentrating on his 
education -- he will graduate this August from Indiana with a degree in journalism.” (On 
five-time Formula One champion Michael Schumacher driving the car at last year’s 
USGP): “You know, he didn't know all the Speedway's rules, he just put his foot in it and 
had a wonderful time. I love it. Afterward I said, we can go home now – I don't need to 
see the Formula One race. What a kick! What a treat!” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:25 p.m. – GREEN.  
 3:38 p.m. – #66T de Ferran on track. First time the #66T has been on track this 
month.  
 3:55 p.m. – Top five speeds of the day have not changed since 1:15 p.m. 

4 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 76 degrees with west winds at 4 mph 
and a relative humidity of 59 percent. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 104 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.  
 4:17 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
 4:25 p.m. – GREEN.  
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
Indianapolis 500 veteran Bryan Herta will replace the injured Dario Franchitti in 

the No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone at the Bombardier 500 
on June 7 at Texas Motor Speedway and the Pikes Peak 225 on June 15 at Pikes Peak 
International Raceway. Herta will test at Texas on May 12-13 and at PPIR on May 19-20. 
Herta has never competed in an Indy Racing League event but raced in the Indianapolis 
500 in 1994 and 1995 with a best finish of ninth in 1994. He scored two wins in the 
CART series and was the 1993 Indy Lights champion.  

Herta will also serve as a backup driver to Robby Gordon, who is replacing 
Franchitti for Andretti Green Racing during the 87th Indianapolis 500. Gordon will drive in 
the Indianapolis 500 on May 25 and then fly to Charlotte, N.C., to drive the No. 31 
Cingular Wireless entry for Richard Childress Racing that evening in the NASCAR 
Winston Cup Coca-Cola 600. Should Gordon not be able to compete at Indy for any 
reason, Herta will fill in. 

BRYAN HERTA: “This is a fantastic opportunity. I was pleased when Michael 
(Andretti) called and asked if I could drive for Andretti Green Racing until Dario gets 
better. I’m excited to drive for a high-caliber team like Andretti Green.” 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (Owner, Andretti Green Racing): “I think Bryan is a 
very talented driver. He will also fit in well with the team. One of the most important parts 
of a team is its chemistry. I feel his personality and the way he carries himself is going to 
be a great fit for the team.” 

*** 
At 3 p.m. on May 7, Mauri Rose Jr., son of three-time Indianapolis 500 winner 

Mauri Rose, will take the 1951 Murrell Belanger on ceremonial laps around the 
Speedway. Rose was supposed to take his father’s 1947-48-winning Blue Crown Spark 
Plug Special on track, but IMS Hall of Fame Museum officials found a mechanical 
problem in the car May 5 that would not allow the car to drive. Lee Wallarrd drove the 
Murrell Belanger to victory in the 1951 Indianapolis 500.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

5 p.m. – At the beginning of “Happy Hour,” the ambient temperature was 78 
degrees with west-northwest winds at 6 mph and a relative humidity of 58 percent. Skies 
were sunny. The track temperature was 104 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5 p.m. 

  No. Driver  Car Speed
1 26  Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F  231.108 mph* 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 230.873 
3 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F  230.823 
4 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.476 
5 15  Kenny Brack (W)  Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.288 
*Fastest speed of the month 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:06 p.m. – #19 Brack on track for first time. Brack, who normally drives the 
#15, is shaking down teammate Jimmy Vasser’s #19 car. Vasser is in Europe for two 
CART events and will not be at the Speedway until next week.  
 5:25 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 5:29 p.m. – GREEN.  

*** 
The Indy Racing League will provide a Video News Release on Wednesday, 

May 7 previewing the 87th running of the Indianapolis 500. The VNR will feature: 
-- On-track video highlights and comments from various IndyCar Series drivers 

from the first week of practice at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
-- Comments from Michael Andretti regarding his final race at the Indianapolis 

Motor Speedway. 
The date, time and coordinates: 

Wednesday, May 7: 
  •Time:   4-4:30 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

Note: The AMC 2 satellite formerly was known as the GE 2 satellite. 
*** 

PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:37 p.m. – #7 Andretti fifth fastest of the day with a lap of 230.416 mph. Seven 
drivers have posted laps faster than 230 mph today.  
 6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 3 of practice.  

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of the Day 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 26  Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F  231.108 mph* 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 230.873 
3 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F  230.823 
4 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.476 
5 7 Michael Andretti  Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.416 
6 15  Kenny Brack (W)  Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.288 
7 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 230.140 
8 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.894 
9 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 229.893 
10 21 Felipe Giaffone  Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.287 
*Fastest speed of the month 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
A total of 47 cars are now at the Speedway, and 46 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 26 drivers on the track to date. Today there were 12 
caution periods for 1 hour and 49 minutes. Drivers completed 1,818 laps today. Fifty-five 
drivers have passed their physical and are cleared to drive.  
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE:  
 DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I 
think being quick today is no reflection of how qualifying is going to be, but it is good for 
the Klein Tools/Jim Beam team to be up there. We are still working on our set program, 
as are our other three cars, and we gather the data at the end of the day and fine-tune 
our program for the following day. The Andretti Green Racing team is keeping me on an 
even keel, and even though we are setting some fast speeds, we are still focused on the 
job at hand, and we are looking forward to a good day tomorrow.” 

*** 
  Shigeaki Hattori has been admitted to Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. He 
suffered a concussion and a fractured finger. He is awake and alert and undergoing 
tests.  

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 
 SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “We’re pretty much aerodynamically trimmed out, and the car is incredibly 
comfortable. I’ve got my line right, and the car is the best one I’ve had in my four years at 
Indy. We didn’t want to have to second-guess ourselves tonight by getting a tow out 
there, so we stayed clean of any assisted air help out on the track. We’re still climbing up 
the speed charts, and I need to hit at least 226 (mph) to feel comfortable about qualifying 
on Saturday. I look at our slow, steady growth each day as a positive because I wouldn't 
want to be stuck at one speed and not know what to do next, but we’ve got more to try 
tomorrow.” 

 
JIMMY KITE (No. 18 PDM Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We started 

trimming the car out a little bit. We got up to 219-220 (mph) pretty quick. We thought it 
was going to be a mid-225 day, unfortunately we were fighting the gears and gearbox 
today, and we’ve got to do a little updating to it tonight. Hopefully tomorrow they’ll give 
me six gears, and we’ll finish it out. We’d like to get to a 225 tomorrow, like I said. Right 
now we have to keep our runs so short. We’re trying to do this slow with as little miles as 
possible.” 

 
AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We did what we 

wanted to do today, and the guys are doing a great job. We had a motor change 
scheduled for this afternoon so we quit running a little bit early. The Corteco car is 
running great, and we’re right on plan. We went out and ran quicker today than we have 
all month. I’m really proud of the way the guys are working. Right now we’ve been trying 
to make the car happy getting around the racetrack. It’s not that we’re working 
specifically on race or qualifying because each change that we’ve been making is 
improving the car.” 

 
A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 

Firestone): “The second day went really well for Team Conseco. We had nearly the 
same speed in both cars, so we have a good combo for both the Dallara and the G 
Force. We tried to run by ourselves because there won’t be anyone out there on 
Saturday when we go to qualify.” 
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It’s been another 
good day for the Kelley Racing Delphi team. We’ve stayed with our plan, and things are 
going very smoothly. We’ve been doing quite a bit of running on our own, trying to stay 
out of the draft so we can get a realistic idea on where we are in our plan. I think we’re a 
pretty strong car on our own, and we’re just going to keep working on our development.” 

 
 TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Dallara/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “All in all, I would say I’m very pleased with the day. Again, the Cure Autism 
Now/HomeMed Pharmacy crew were able to get through a bunch of changes, and we 
were able to evaluate a lot of data. We’re still pretty focused on the race, and I feel really 
comfortable with where we are right now. The crew has done such a great job. We’ve 
had no mechanical issues, and our Toyota engine has been rock solid.” 
 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The 
car felt really good (on the last run of the day). I was real happy. It felt really good on our 
full-tank runs (this morning), as well, so I would say this was a real encouraging day 
today.” (About rookie teammate Dan Wheldon): “Dan has done a super job for us, not 
just today but ever since he started with us. He provides tremendous feedback regarding 
his car, and he drives as if he has way more experience than he actually has. He knows 
how to go fast, and he knows when to go fast. It’s been great having Dan as a teammate 
at Andretti Green Racing.” 

 
BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Hemelgarn/Life Fitness/Delta Faucet 

Dallara/Chevrolet/ Firestone): “Overall, the day went pretty good. The ambient 
temperature stayed about the same all day. It was a really consistent day. For us, it was 
a little quicker in the morning. We started filling the engine up with water. That showed it 
was time to quit, so we didn’t get a chance to run Happy Hour. We are just wide, wide 
open and as trimmed out as we can get.  

 
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Today we focused primarily on race setup. We made several 
long runs and learned a lot. We were very happy with the car all day. It seems to be very 
comfortable, and that’s a good sign. Target Chip Ganassi Racing is a professional 
organization, and I can’t say enough about them.” 
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was a pretty productive day for us. Obviously, the 
conditions were ideal this morning, and you got a lot of 230 (mph) laps. The car felt good 
this morning, and then we tried a lot of different things. We have worked on a variety of 
things for both qualifying and race setups. With the weather being unpredictable, you 
have to get as much track time as possible. I think our speed is pretty good right now, 
but with all of the tows from the other cars, it's very misleading. Now I think we'll start 
working on little things that can give us more speed. We still have to be ready if any rain 
comes later this week, but I'm feeling pretty good about the direction the team is going 
with my car. But, you know, it's a long month, and lot of things can happen. We tried to 
get Jimmy's car (Vasser) out this afternoon, but we had a little mechanical problem. So 
we'll have to work with car in the next couple of days.” 

 
ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 

“We're trying a lot of things, and we're going up and down. We're here for testing, so we 
did get to accomplish a lot of things today. Really, we haven't had a chance to do any 
qualifying trim or anything near it, so speed-wise we're still down. I think we'll 
concentrate on the race setup now, and by the end of the week, we'll get into the 
qualifying setup.” 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “A little bit disappointing. I'm kind of scratching my head as to why we’re a 
little bit slower than my teammates. I really couldn't tell you why. A little bit of a push 
here but not a lot. The car's handling good, and I just have to get the speed. We're all 
basically the same. I'm about 2 miles an hour slower. If you look at the stopwatch, it 
doesn't take much to get an additional 2 miles an hour if you make a good change, and 
we just have to make the good change. I know we will get it; it's just not coming as 
quickly as I like.” 

 
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Today 

was a blast. It was probably better than the day I won the Phoenix race. There was a lot 
of work that I had to do during the last 25 days. To be able to get back in the car was 
awesome. I would say it was a perfect day for me in terms of my physical condition. It 
was a positive day for the whole Team 7-Eleven. I think we did whatever we could. I'm 
missing four days of testing here, but we're up to speed. I've got great teammates that 
are helping me out, and I'm really looking forward to the week.” 

 
KIM GREEN (President, Andretti Green Racing): (About Kanaan’s first day in 

the car since his injury): "I think we achieved our first goal, which was to get him 
comfortable. The day was really up to him as to how long we wanted to stay in the race 
car. We had a plan while he was feeling good, and the guys worked at that plan. I think 
we have a pretty good car. We still have some work to do, but it's only Tuesday. I think 
that Tony certainly benefited from all the work Michael, Dan and Robby have done up 
until now, and the guys did a great job putting the car together. With all that teamwork, it 
made Tony's job a little easier. He was certainly, as he said, a little tense about the first 
run but really settled in very quickly. He is very good. He's fun to work with.” 
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “If you look at the times, we made a lot of progress, but 
like a lot of other people, we had some help with our quick times. We definitely made 
some headway. We're happy with the way things are going right now. This place is so 
big. The way the track changes and the weather changes creates a lot of variables. 
Every little adjustment makes a big change. We've just got to stay on top of things and 
work on it. We now have two cars that run pretty close, which is really good for us. It 
allows us to work back and forth with changes and get ready for the end of the month.” 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “Today showed the real character of this team. We had to fight through 
some difficult technical problems and really bonded as a team in the process. We got the 
‘T’ car up to speed. We did a 225.1 (mph) with that car. We haven't even tried to run in a 
draft since we came here. What you see are honest speeds. We can still step it up a little 
bit more, and we still have some speed secrets left in the chassis. All things said and 
done, I think today was a strong day for the team.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/ 
Toyota/Firestone): “Today was a pretty good day. We spent 90 percent of the day in 
race setup, and I was really happy with the way the car was handling. We should be 
good. Tomorrow we're going to try to run the ‘T’ car a little bit, and everything is coming 
together pretty well. We tried different setups that didn't quite work. Today we started 
with something similar but not quite the same as what Tora had the day before, and it 
helped. We picked up a little bit right away. We didn't spend a lot of time in qualifying 
trim. We just did race stuff, and we're pretty happy.” 

 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We're still making progress. We're pretty much overweight, and we don't have the car 
all the way trimmed out. We're trying bits and pieces, and we’ll see what will make the 
car faster. It's tough to say sometimes what will make the car faster. We're doing what 
we can do, and the guys are working real hard. We had a lot of changes; we just don't 
get enough running. We had an engine change halfway through the day, and that took 
us down for quite a while. The first day it rained; we had some problems yesterday. What 
can I say? It's a long month, and you've got to keep your patience. That's what gets a lot 
of guys in trouble, trying to crank off fast laps all the time. You can get in trouble.” 
 

GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): 
“Day three at the Speedway was very good. The weather was absolutely fantastic, the 
best since we arrived in Indianapolis. There was very little wind, which makes it a 
pleasure to drive. You can just slide the car around the track. We continued to make 
progress today with the Marlboro Team Penske car. We ran both the Dallara and G 
Force chassis as we continue to evaluate which one we want to qualify for the race. Our 
plan is to keep massaging the car and try to get more speed out of it the rest of the 
week.” 
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “We had a full day today. I spent the majority of my time in the G Force as 
we continue our program to see which chassis will be most competitive for the race. This 
afternoon Gil (de Ferran) and I ran together so that we could see how the Marlboro 
Team Penske cars ran in traffic and worked on our race setups. We're getting closer to a 
chassis decision, but we're still not there yet.” 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “We 
had our day cut short today. We went out this morning and had a piece of the car that 
was aerodynamically stressed, and we didn't think it was safe to run it, so we had to 
regroup. So we lost a major part of the day; we only ran out there this evening. We 
picked up exactly where we left off. I was very, very confident in the car last night after 
starting off yesterday morning not confident at all because of the setup. Running a 
Dallara all those years and working with those engineers, you know, having a new 
engineer and a new car that are totally different, I was really comfortable last night. This 
evening we tried some new things to get the car comfortable as we start to trim it out to 
get the car quicker. We're still using the oldest Honda test engine right now, and we're 
trying to assess what we need to do to catch up with everybody else.” 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “We definitely made progress on our overall speed today. It's a long week, 
and we want to take it a little bit at a time. It's all about trying to peak on Friday and not 
about being overly concerned about being at the top of the speed chart. Everyone wants 
to be there, but you have to run your own program and know what's going to be the best 
for the team.” 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “We made more progress today. It was really the first full day we've had on 
the track to turn some serious laps. Hopefully the gremlins in our garage yesterday are 
now gone for the month. We went a little faster today and made some incremental 
improvements, but we still have some work ahead of us. Most of the day we spent trying 
several new things, and overall I'm a lot happier with the handling of the car. We'll keep 
digging.” 
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DAY 3 – TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“It's always a pleasure to be fastest, and it makes it even more special when you're at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. This is the third day of a long month. It's good to be 
quickest, but it really doesn't mean too much. We're obviously working on a structured 
program at Andretti Green Racing. My crew, the Klein Tools/Jim Beam guys, have done 
a good job. It just happened that the boss towed me around on one particular lap and 
put me fastest. I'll thank him for that one later." (About competing in Formula One): "Girls 
do Formula One. This is proper racing. Quote me on that in the paper, please." (About 
challenges of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway): "We were at rookie orientation, and I 
had just been doing about 200 mph, and the car wasn't quite right; that 200 (mph) 
happened to feel like 350 (mph). When it's right, and particularly when it's cool, it feels 
easy. It's just when the temperature changes the conditions a lot. I've been to other 
tracks, and the temperature does change (it), but I didn't think to this degree. It really 
does change the car. Maybe in the heat of the day, if you can run the same time that you 
can in the cool conditions, the car will move around a lot more, but the speed doesn't 
actually feel that fast. I think if you're headed toward the wall out of control, it would feel 
real bloody fast. But when everything's right, it's OK." (About team owner Michael 
Andretti): "I think Michael, with his experience, he's very good at a race setup. I think 
that's something we're really going to miss when he retires. He's fantastic at that. 
Obviously, Tony (Kanaan) and I like to go very fast. He's got the experience where he 
knows where he's at, even when he's not at the top of the timesheets. We've just got to 
make sure that I've got a good car and a fast car so that I can get used to qualifying right 
up there. Honda doesn't have as many cars as Toyota, but we at Andretti Green have 
got four guys who could actually compete for that front row, depending on the conditions 
and depending on how it pans out later in the week.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “Today we had good times. I'm happy, just happy. Our performance was 
quite good. The track gets better every day also.” 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/ 
Firestone): “We put in quite a few laps today. It was a good day. We learned a lot about 
our race setups and tried some different downforce levels. I'm confident going into 
qualifying because I've got my teammates Dan Wheldon and Tony Kanaan working on 
qualifying setups, and they were both really fast today. The Archipelago/Motorola team is 
just a great group of guys. It is a lot of work to convert the car from race trim to qualifying 
trim, and they changed all of the stuff, but we just didn't have enough time to get back on 
the track today. We missed it by a couple of minutes, which isn't that big of a deal 
because we still have three days left before qualifying.” 
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ROOKIE WHELDON CONTINUES RAPID YOUTH MOVEMENT AT INDY 
 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Tuesday, May 6, 2003 – Dan Wheldon became the second 
consecutive rookie to lead a practice day for the 87th Indianapolis 500, turning the 
fastest lap of the month, 38.9429 seconds, 231.108 mph, on May 6 at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Wheldon’s top lap in the No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone 
came just minutes after practice opened at noon (EDT), and no other driver could top it 
in the nearly seven hours of practice afterward despite ideal track conditions. 

Practice resumes at noon (EDT) Wednesday as the countdown to Pole Day on 
Saturday gets more intense. Despite the fast lap today, Wheldon isn’t making any bold 
predictions for MBNA Pole glory and the accompanying $100,000 bonus. 

“I think being quick today is no reflection of how qualifying is going to be, but it 
is good for the Klein Tools/Jim Beam team to be up there,” Wheldon said. “We are still 
working on our set program, as are our other three cars, and we gather the data at the 
end of the day and fine-tune our program for the following day. 

“The Andretti Green Racing team is keeping me on an even keel, and even 
though we are setting some fast speeds, we are still focused on the job at hand, and we 
are looking forward to a good day tomorrow.” 

Gil de Ferran was second fastest at 38.9824, 230.873 in the No. 6T Marlboro 
Team Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone, while 2002 Indianapolis 500 Bank One 
co-Rookie of the Year Tomas Scheckter third at 38.9909, 230.823 in the No. 10T Target 
Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Scheckter’s teammate, Indianapolis 500 rookie Scott Dixon, was fourth at 
39.0496, 230.476 in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. Michael Andretti, Wheldon’s team owner and teammate, 
rounded out the top five at 39.0598, 230.416 in the No. 7 Team 7-Eleven 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 

“Dan has done a super job for us, not just today but ever since he started with 
us,” Andretti said. “He provides tremendous feedback regarding his car, and he drives as 
if he has way more experience than he actually has. He knows how to go fast, and he 
knows when to go fast. It’s been great having Dan as a teammate at Andretti Green 
Racing. 

“I would say this was a real encouraging day today.” 
IRL IndyCar Series standout team Andretti Green had three cars in the top 

eight. Tony Kanaan was eighth at 39.1485, 229.894 in his first laps of the month in the 
No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Kanaan was cleared to drive Monday, 
recovered from a broken left arm suffered in a crash during the Indy Japan 300 on April 
13 at Motegi, Japan. 

Tora Takagi led practice Monday with a lap of 39.2980, 229.019 in the No. 12 
Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone to start the youth movement 
atop the time sheets. He was seventh today at 39.1067, 230.140. 

It was the speediest day of practice by far this month. Wheldon led seven 
drivers past the 230-mph mark, the first time that barrier was crossed this May. 
 Most of the fast laps were turned in the first hour of practice. Conditions were 
ideal, with partly cloudy skies, an air temperature of 68 degrees, track temperature of 96 
degrees and calm winds. 
 The first full day of practice – rain and wet track conditions shortened the first 
two days – was busy, as 37 cars turned 1,818 laps. 

Shigeaki Hattori became the first driver to crash during practice this month, 
hitting the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 midway through the afternoon. 
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ROOKIE WHELDON CONTINUES RAPID YOUTH MOVEMENT AT INDY (cont.): 
 

Hattori climbed from his No. 5 EPSON A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone after the crash and was admitted to Methodist Hospital in 
Indianapolis with a concussion and fractured finger. He was awake and alert and 
undergoing tests. 

Hattori’s car wiggled in Turn 1 and then did a quarter-spin exiting the turn, 
hitting the outside retaining wall with the rear of the car. The car then slid across the 
track and into the infield grass, hitting the inside guardrail before stopping near the 
entrance of Turn 2. 



 
 

43

DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
11 a.m. Honorary Starter Mike Aulby, professional bowler, waves the  

green flag to start the second day of practice. 
11 a.m. -6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice  
3 p.m.  Back-to-back winner track laps: Mauri Rose Jr., son of three-time  

Indianapolis 500 winner Mauri Rose, will take the 1951 Murrell  
Belanger on ceremonial laps. 

*** 
Victory Brand will be the primary sponsor of the Hemelgarn Racing No. 91 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone driven by Buddy Lazier in the 87th Indianapolis 500, team 
owner Ron Hemelgarn announced May 7. 

Victory Brand, headquartered in Coldwater, Mich., manufactures and produces 
13 varieties of class-A cigarettes outside of Winston-Salem, N.C.  The cigarettes are 
scheduled for release in May, with distribution beginning east of the Mississippi and 
expansion planned soon thereafter.  

Lazier, the 1996 Indianapolis 500 and 2000 IndyCar Series champion, is tied 
with Sam Hornish Jr. and Scott Sharp for most career IndyCar Series victories with eight. 
He is the all-time IndyCar Series money leader, with more than $8.1 million in winnings. 
 STEVE SWICK (CEO, Victory Brand, LLC): “With victory being synonymous 
with winning, Victory Brand chose to team up with the winning tradition of Hemelgarn 
Racing and champion Indy 500 driver Buddy Lazier to promote and propel brand 
awareness of our quality cigarettes. Our intentions are to have an ongoing relationship 
with Hemelgarn Racing. We are currently discussing further details of Victory Brand’s 
long-lasting commitment. We would like the loyal race fans to know that we are 
committed to supporting the sport.” 

RON HEMELGARN (Owner, Hemelgarn Racing): “We’re excited to have 
Victory Brand as a sponsor of Hemelgarn Racing and Buddy Lazier. Obviously, the 
name speaks for itself, and our team has experienced ‘Victory.’ We have high hopes of 
continuing the winning tradition for Victory Brand.” 

*** 
Today the Kelley Automotive Group, which is owned by Kelley Racing owner 

Tom Kelley, will bring 50 Hummer Vehicles to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. They 
will be on display on the road course infield area throughout the afternoon. 

*** 
Marlboro Team Penske has used a Dallara chassis in 20 IRL IndyCar Series 

events except when Alex Barron used a Panoz G Force chassis April 13 at the Indy 
Japan 300. Barron was substituting for Gil de Ferran, who suffered a concussion in an 
accident at the Purex Dial Indy 200 in March at Phoenix. The team has entered both 
Dallara and Panoz G Force chassis for the 87th Indianapolis 500 and has practiced with 
both of them. According to team officials, they are not sure with which chassis they will 
qualify.  
MARLBORO TEAM PENSKE TOP SPEEDS: 

    No. Chassis Driver Speed  Date
1 6T Panoz G Force Gil de Ferran 230.873 mph May 6 
2 3 Dallara Helio Castroneves 229.893 May 6 
3 3T Panoz G Force Helio Castroneves 229.038 May 6 
4 6 Dallara Gil de Ferran 228.169 May 6 
5 66T Panoz G Force Gil de Ferran 225.103 May 6 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 11 a.m., the ambient temperature was 67 degrees with south-southeast 
winds at 9 mph and a relative humidity of 84 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 90 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

11 a.m. – GREEN. Mike Aulby, a professional bowler from Indianapolis, waved 
the green flag. #3 Castroneves first on track.  

11:02 a.m. – #19 Brack on track. Brack, who normally drives the #15, is shaking 
down teammate Jimmy Vasser’s #19 car. Vasser is in Europe for two CART events and 
will not be at the Speedway until next week.  

11:40 a.m. – #11 Kanaan turned fastest lap of the day on his 11th lap with a lap 
of 229.111 mph.  

11:42 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
11:50 a.m. – GREEN.  

*** 
Professional bowler Mike Aulby served as honorary starter and waved the 

green flag to start practice today. Aulby has won 27 national titles and is a friend of two-
time IndyCar Series champion Sam Hornish Jr., an avid bowler. 

MIKE AULBY: “It was very exciting. It’s a dream come true to come out here 
the track. I lived here all my life, so it’s a dream come true to be out here. I got to meet 
Sam Hornish Jr. a couple of years ago and gave him a couple of lessons. Sam being a 
big bowler, it was kind of fun getting to that, and then he showed me the tricks of the 
trade at the go-kart track.” 

*** 
  Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Shigeaki Hattori, who 
suffered a concussion and a broken finger in an accident yesterday at the Speedway, 
remains in Methodist Hospital today in good condition. He will undergo surgery today to 
repair the fracture of his finger.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, Noon 
  No.   Driver Car Speed

1 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.111 
2 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.864 
3 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.337 
4 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 227.831 
5 14 A.J. Foyt IV (R) Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 227.434 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
Entry list update:  

•Jimmy Vasser’s car name is now the No. 19 Argent/Rahal/Letterman Racing 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone 

•Buddy Lazier’s car name is now the No. 91 Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life 
Fitness Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone.  
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
  12:02 p.m. – #27T Herta on track at Indy for first time since 1995. Herta is a 
backup driver to Robby Gordon, who is replacing Dario Franchitti for Andretti Green 
Racing during the 87th Indianapolis 500. Herta will compete for the team on June 7 at 
Texas and June 15 at Pikes Peak.  
 12:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 12:18 p.m. – GREEN.  
 12:30 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 69 degrees with south winds at 11 
mph and a relative humidity of 78 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 94 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 12:59 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 1:08 p.m. – GREEN.  
 1:16 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 1:20 p.m.  

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.110 mph 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.884 
3 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.111 
4 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.864 
5 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.278 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:27 p.m. – GREEN.  
 1:33 p.m. – #13 Ray third fastest of the day with a lap of 229.539 mph.  

*** 
Checkers®/Rally’s® has become the “Official Burger” of the Indianapolis 500, 

part of the IRL IndyCar™ Series, and the Brickyard 400, a NASCAR® Winston Cup 
Series event, and will sponsor the Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge as part of an agreement 
between Checkers Drive-In Restaurants, Inc. (NASDAQ: CHKR), the nation’s leading 
double drive-thru chain, and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, company and Speedway 
officials announced May 7. 

KEITH E. SIROIS (Interim CEO, Checkers Drive-In Restaurants, Inc.): 
“Checkers Drive-In Restaurants is running on all eight cylinders, and I am proud to 
announce that our Company and franchisees have joined forces to put our national 
brand presence on the ‘fast track’ through this exclusive sponsorship. As the ‘Official 
Hamburger’ of the Brickyard 400, one of NASCAR’s premier events, and the Indianapolis 
500, the world’s largest single-day sporting event, we have a tremendous opportunity to 
drive consumer loyalty on a national scale, increase our brand awareness among the 
financial community, and further our relationships with current and prospective 
franchisees. For Checkers and Rally’s, the road ahead is an exciting one.” 

TONY GEORGE (President and CEO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “We 
are very pleased that Checkers and Rally’s have chosen to become a part of the 
traditions that surround the Indianapolis 500 and the Brickyard 400,” said Tony George, 
president and CEO of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. “Checkers Drive-In 
Restaurants, with its brand position of double drive-thru speed, is a strong addition to our 
roster of corporate sponsors, and we look forward to an exciting racing season with 
them.” 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:51 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
 1:55 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 71 degrees with south-southwest 
winds at 10 mph and a relative humidity of 75 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 92 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 2 p.m.  

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.110 mph 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.884 
3 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 229.539 
4 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 229.131 
5 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.111 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 2 p.m. – GREEN.  
 2:01 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture.   
 3:15 p.m. – GREEN. Rain delay was 1 hour and 14 minutes.  
 3:28 p.m. – #15 Brack turns fastest lap of the day with a lap of 231.039 mph.  
 3:30 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 65 degrees with south winds at 12 
mph and a relative humidity of 89 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 82 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 3:44 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture.  

*** 
Media wishing to attend the USAC Silver Crown race May 10 at Indianapolis 

Raceway Park should sign up on the sheet located on the bulletin board near the Daily 
Trackside Report sheets at the front of the MCI Media Center. Credentials can be picked 
up at the main IRP ticket plaza. These credentials will provide a parking pass and allow 
full access to the pits and media center. For more information, please contact Scott 
Smith, IRP Communications Manager at (317) 387-7343 or ssmith@nhra.com.  

*** 
At 3 p.m. Mauri Rose Jr., 62, son of three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Mauri 

Rose, took the 1951 Murrell Belanger on ceremonial laps around the Speedway. Lee 
Wallard drove the Murrell Belanger to victory in the 1951 Indianapolis 500. Rose was 
supposed to take his father’s 1947-48-winning Blue Crown Spark Plug Special on track, 
but IMS Hall of Fame Museum officials found a mechanical problem in the car on May 5 
that would not allow the car to drive. The Noc-Out Hose Clamp Special that Rose drove 
to victory with Floyd Davis in 1941 is still in Japan, where it was on display at the Indy 
Japan 300.  
 MAURI ROSE JR. (On whether he's disappointed he didn't get to drive the Blue 
Crown Special): "Yeah, I've wanted to do that for years, but that's the way it goes. Race 
cars break." (On the magic of driving around the Speedway, and if it gets sweeter with 
every opportunity to do it): "Oh, yeah, it definitely (gets sweeter). There’s only one Indy 
track, and this is it. I was here when I was 5 years old, and it's still a hell of a place. Very, 
very unique. It's made a lot of careers, made a lot of grown men cry and made a lot very 
happy. It's still the place to be, as far as I'm concerned, and if there was a place in the 
world that has ghosts, this is it.” 
 

 

mailto:ssmith@nhra.com
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 4 p.m. 
  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 231.039 mph 
2 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.110 
3 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.884 
4 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 229.539 
5 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 229.131 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 4:13 p.m. – GREEN. Moisture delay was 29 minutes.  
 4:18 p.m. – Foyt IV on track in #5T.  
 4:27 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 4:35 p.m. – GREEN.  
 4:50 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.   

*** 
  Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Shigeaki Hattori, who 
suffered a concussion and a broken finger in an accident yesterday at the Speedway, 
underwent successful surgery on his finger today and remains in Methodist Hospital in 
good condition.  

*** 
  When Bryan Herta took laps today in the No 27T Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/ Firestone, it marked the first time since the 1995 Indianapolis 500 that 
Herta had turned laps on the famous 2.5-mile oval. Herta is a backup driver to Robby 
Gordon, who is replacing Dario Franchitti for Andretti Green Racing during the 87th 
Indianapolis 500. He will compete for the team on June 7 at Texas and June 15 at Pikes 
Peak.  

*** 
Miller Brewing Company officials will join Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

President and CEO Tony George and IMS Senior Vice President of Business Affairs Joie 
Chitwood for a major announcement at 9:15 a.m. (EST) Friday, May 9 in the Speedway’s 
Trackside Conference Room. 

Also participating will be former Indianapolis 500-Mile Race winners Bobby 
Rahal and Kenny Brack. Rahal won the 1986 “500” and is co-owner of Team Rahal, a 
full-time participant in the IRL IndyCar™ Series. Brack, the 1999 Indianapolis 500 
champion, drives the No. 15 entry for Team Rahal with Miller Lite sponsorship. 

*** 
 Top Five Drivers of the Day, 4:50 p.m.  

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 231.039 mph 
2 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.110 
3 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.884 
4 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 229.539 
5 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.455 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

4:52 p.m. – GREEN. 
5 p.m. – At the beginning of “Happy Hour,” the ambient temperature was 66 

degrees with south-southwest winds at 9 mph and a relative humidity of 93 percent. 
Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 82 degrees, according to Firestone 
engineers. 

*** 
Nationally syndicated Indianapolis radio hosts Bob Kevoian and Tom Griswold, 

who have played host to the hit morning show “The Bob and Tom Show” for more than 
20 years, will serve as co-honorary starters May 8.  

*** 
At 3 p.m. May 8, four-time Indianapolis 500 winner and IRL driver coach Al 

Unser will take ceremonial laps in the 1970 Johnny Lightning Special that he drove to 
victory in the 1970 Indianapolis 500. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

5:18 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
5:29 p.m. – GREEN.  
5:42 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
5:45 p.m. – GREEN.  
5:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
5:56 p.m. – GREEN.  
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 4 of practice for the Indianapolis 500.  

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of the Day 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 231.039 
2 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.110 
3 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.884 
4 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 229.539 
5 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.455 
6 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.347 
7 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 229.131 
8 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.864 
9 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.278 
10 21T Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.901 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
A total of 48 cars are now at the Speedway, and 48 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 28 drivers on the track to date. Today there were 12 
caution periods for 2 hour and 55 minutes. Drivers completed 1,524 laps today. Fifty-five 
drivers have passed their physical and are cleared to drive.  

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE:  
  KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It's too early to say what today really means, but we are 
very happy to be competitive today. I say thanks to Team Rahal and Honda and 
everybody for pushing forward and giving me the stuff we need to be fast. It's going to be 
tough with the competition here, so we're not taking anything for granted. We're just 
going to go through our test program and find a little more speed.” 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “We 
didn’t get any track time on Sunday and had some mechanical and chassis issues in the 
last two days. I’m getting comfortable, and we’re just scratching the surface here. We’ve 
been looking for a little rhythm. Being a small team, and until we land a major 
sponsorship, we can’t afford to get out there and take the big risks in a hurry, so we’re 
just scratching the surface and knocking on the door. Like I said all along, I have a great 
deal of belief in the people on this team. We just need a little time and resources, and I 
think we’ll surprise a lot of people.” 
 

BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “For today, I think we ran a 225.8 (mph). We are just flat 
out. We put a new motor in last night. We broke the engine in, did the leak check and 
ran just how we have been running all week, flat out, trimmed out. I know everybody is 
trimmed out. Probably those with the same package I have are particularly trimmed out, 
just trying to get speed. It depends on how big of a qualifying motor we get delivered to 
us. I think it is about as much as we can get out of our race car right now. It should be 
down to the bits and the motors. I could see qualifying pole speed between 232 (mph) 
and 236 (mph) depending on the weather and what kind of qualifying engines we have. 
We are going to try to do the best that we can with everything we have. I know that 
everybody at Chevy is working very hard to improve the situation.” 
 

BRYAN HERTA (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “From my perspective, today went perfect. I was able to get 
comfortable in the Archipelago/Motorola car and run flat out. We started out with a lot of 
downforce and then trimmed it out a little. I was able to give the team some feedback, so 
I felt like I could contribute some on the setup, as well. I needed to run some laps at Indy 
because if something happened with the weather and Robby (Gordon) couldn’t start or 
couldn’t finish the race, you don’t want to jump in here without having some laps. Today 
also gave me a chance to get ready for my test next week.” 
 

SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We’re still working on it, trying to get where we need to be. Everything seems to be 
going in the right direction, which is good, so we are getting real excited. Hopefully we 
get some nice days where it doesn’t rain or get real windy out. I don’t think that (the 
231.108 posted by Dan Wheldon during yesterday’s practice) is quite within range, but 
we still have a couple of days. For qualifying, we are just trying to be in the first four 
rows. That’s about it.” 
 

TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Dallara/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “All in all, we again had a good day. The only thing that held us back was 
the weather. I’m pretty pleased with the Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Pharmacy car and 
crew. We started trimming the car out today, and the Toyota engine was rock-solid – just 
stout. Hopefully, the weather cooperates with us tomorrow, and we can get a full day of 
running in.” 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“Obviously, it was a long day for all of us with the rain coming on and off. But, we had a 
pretty good amount of laps. We made a lot of improvements to the car. I think I'm still 
behind a little bit from missing those first two days, but the car feels good. We're taking it 
one day at a time, and I'm happy. The car is the way I like it to be right now, so we'll see 
what's going to happen tomorrow. We still have three days to go.” 

 
KIM GREEN (President, Andretti Green Racing): "We're just continuing to 

work through our test plan for Tony (Kanaan), working toward qualifying on Saturday. 
We tried a lot of different things. Some things worked, and some things didn't today. The 
conditions were cooler than yesterday, and I think one of the big things at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway is that the conditions really can change the way the car 
balance is and your overall lap speed. Are we ecstatic about today? No. But I think we 
tested a lot of things that, when we combine everything together, we should be in pretty 
good shape.” 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “We didn’t end up running too much today because of the weather. When 
we were out there, the car was pretty good. We ended up doing a 229 (mph lap), so I’m 
pretty happy with the day. It was pretty windy, and we didn’t feel that we would gain too 
much by being out there. The car was a little loose in the morning, but it got better as the 
day went on. We decided to get done early today and wait until tomorrow to get back 
after it.” 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m very happy with the car. It’s a great feeling to know that 
you have this type of car underneath you. It’s very consistent and comfortable to drive. 
Bill (Pappas, chief engineer) and I have really clicked this week. We both know what we 
want out of the car. We haven’t really done much work on qualifying yet, but we’ll start 
on that over the next few days.” 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “We've been able to come right back to our good baseline, so that's always 
encouraging. Hopefully, over the long run, we'll be able to have a good, solid race car. 
We're not as fast as we want to be. Until you're at the top of the speed chart, you're 
never as fast as you want to be. We have to be as good as we can be. I still think we 
have a little bit left with the package we're working with. We'll try to squeeze every bit out 
of it.” 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “We had a fairly good day, especially our last run. I definitely got a better 
feeling getting into Turn 2, being able to feel the undulations and just feel the front of the 
car through the wheel driving into (Turn) 1. We've still got work to do to get to where we 
want to be, but the track time today was valuable in terms of making improvements.” 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 
 ARIE LUYENDYK (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Obviously, we’re struggling a little bit. I said the same thing 
yesterday, and unfortunately the story hasn’t gotten a whole lot better. We’re not running 
too much downforce, and yet we’re still not getting the kind of speed that we want to 
around here. We just have to stick with the program and work hard, and it will come to 
us. I’m counting on it.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/ Firestone): “We’re OK, even though we’re not quite where we want to 
be, yet. If we can find just about one more mile an hour, we’ll be about where we want to 
be. The question is how we’re going to find it. The track was a little different today, but it 
didn’t make that big of a difference for us, I don’t think. That’s the way it is here, so you 
have to be prepared to deal with all kinds of different conditions all the time. We ran our 
“T” car for the first time this week, and it’s good. Unfortunately, we didn’t have enough 
time to bring our primary car out here at the end of the session, so we never got a 
chance to find out exactly where we are today. That’s OK. We’ll be all right.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “Our speed dropped a little bit today, but the good thing is that we know 
why. We learned something on Tuesday that we thought was not going to take us in the 
right direction, but we weren’t sure. We started the day today in that setup just to make 
sure, and we were right. We lost a lot of time changing the car this afternoon and didn’t 
get to run as much as we wanted to, but we are pretty happy with our fast time. The 
track was slower today than it was yesterday because of the wind, so we are happy that 
we could run 228 (mph) consistently on our own. We have used the same motor since 
Sunday, so we are going to put in a fresh motor tonight, and hopefully things will improve 
even more tomorrow and Friday.” 
 

ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I 
think we did a pretty good job today. The crew has been working really hard to get a 
good race car for Race Day, and we tried many things. I'm pretty confident. I think we 
want to concentrate more on the qualifying stuff, and hopefully the weather will stay up. 
For qualifying, it is just going to be trimming the car out and seeing how low you can go 
with the wings. We'll just free up the car as much as we can.” 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer Dallara/Honda/ 
Firestone): "I think the Pioneer-Miller car ran really, really well. We keep working our 
way up on our little program and getting better and better. All the guys at Team Rahal 
and everybody are working really, really hard to achieve that speed, but we're going to 
have to try to get even faster." (Did you have a tow when recording your 231-mph lap?) 
"Yeah, speeds like that are artificial, but today was the first day we started to trim out our 
car. We ran pretty fast yesterday, but we hadn't trimmed everything out yet, and we 
haven't now, either.” 
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DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Today was a 
day that we tried a lot of new stuff, and it was the classic case of one step forward, two 
steps back. Our efforts were to make the Corteco car better, and it seemed we just kept 
making it worse. But tomorrow’s a new day, so we’ll regroup tonight and start at things 
fresh in the morning. We did a late day run with my “T” car to check the telemetry and 
make sure everything was ready to go for first thing tomorrow.” 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Our track time coincided with the weather today, so it 
worked out well for us here at Red Bull Cheever Racing. I am actually shocked the 
weather is holding off the way it is. We're getting close to Pole Day, so we are just 
working hard. I think we've got through most of our work list right now. We've just got to 
hone in on what we are going to do and work on our qualifying strategy. My engineer, 
Kelly Loewen, and I are both rookies here at the Speedway. We are working closely with 
Eddie (Cheever) on qualifying strategy since it is so different here at Indy.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It’s been another 
good day for the Kelley Racing Delphi team, and the guys did a great job today. We 
went through a lot of changes, and everyone is just trying to maximize their track time 
and get as ready for qualifying as they can. We’re still doing some things to help our 
baseline setup for qualifying as well as for the race. The big numbers that have been put 
up most of the time are in drafts, but people know the kind of range we’re going to need 
to run for qualifying. We’re just trying to get there on a regular basis.” 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “The biggest problem yesterday is that we had a real loose car. Today we 
found out what was wrong with the car and made some changes. We ran a 225.5 (mph 
lap) all by ourselves, without a tow. We are going to make some more changes and try 
to pick up a little more speed. Everything so far is going right as planned.” 
 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “We are just lucky because of the weather. It didn’t look so good. We were 
just trying to go get our race setup. It seems to be going very well. They are optimistic. 
The car seems to be handling fantastic under traffic; that’s what we need.” 
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BRACK FASTEST AT 231 DURING DAMP PRACTICE AT INDY 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Wednesday, May 7, 2003 – 1999 Indianapolis 500 winner 
Kenny Brack knows the ways of the month of May at Indy: Start slowly, stick to your 
program and build to a peak. 

1998 IRL IndyCar™ Series champion Brack climbed closer to the speed summit 
May 7 by turning the fastest speed of a rain-interrupted practice at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. His top lap was 38.9544 seconds, 231.039 mph in the No. 15 
Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 

That lap was the second-best speed of the month, topped only by Dan 
Wheldon’s 231.108 Tuesday in the No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 

“It’s too early to say what today really means, but we are very happy to be 
competitive today,” Brack said. “I say thanks to Team Rahal and Honda and everybody 
for pushing forward and giving me the stuff we need to be fast. 

“It’s going to be tough with the competition here, so we’re not taking anything 
for granted. We’re just going to go through our test program and find a little more speed.” 

Practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500 continues from noon-7 p.m. (EDT) 
Thursday in preparation for Pole Day on Saturday. The 87th Indianapolis 500 is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 25. 

1996 IndyCar Series co-champion Scott Sharp, fastest on Opening Day, was 
second today at 39.1118, 230.110 in the No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. 

Gil de Ferran was third at 39.1501, 229.884 in the No. 6T Marlboro Team 
Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone as the team continues to test both the Dallara 
and Panoz G Force chassis for de Ferran and teammate Helio Castroneves, who is 
aiming for an unprecedented third straight victory this year at Indy. De Ferran has been 
in the top five each of the last three days in the Panoz G Force. 
 1999 IndyCar Series champion Greg Ray was a new name in the top five on 
the charts, ending up fourth at 39.2091, 229.539 in the No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G 
Force/Honda/Firestone. 
 Tony Kanaan rounded out the top five at 39.2234, 229.455 in the No. 11 Team 
7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
 Ray, who won the MBNA Pole at the 2000 Indianapolis 500, made the biggest 
leap today. His previous best lap was 39.6876, 226.771 on Tuesday, good for only 24th 
overall for the event. 
 But Ray’s new team, Access Motorsports, is jelling quickly as it prepares for 
only its second start ever in the IndyCar Series. The small team, co-owned by Ray, was 
formed in time for a debut in the Indy Japan 300 on April 13 at Motegi, Japan. 
 “We didn’t get any track time on Sunday and have had some mechanical and 
chassis issues in the last two days, and really just the team getting comfortable and I’m 
getting comfortable, and we’re just scratching the surface here,” Ray said. “We’ve been 
looking for a little rhythm. 

“Being a small team, and until we land a major sponsorship, we can’t afford to 
get out there and take the big risks in a hurry, so we’re just scratching the surface and 
knocking on the door. Like I said all along, I have a great deal of belief in the people on 
this team, and we just need a little time and resources, and I think we’ll surprise a lot of 
people.” 
 Open-wheel veteran Bryan Herta turned his first laps at Indianapolis since the 
1995 Indianapolis 500 today. He practiced in the No. 27T Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone that Robby Gordon will drive in the Indianapolis 500, recording 
a top lap of 39.9326, 225.380. 
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BRACK FASTEST AT 231 DURING DAMP PRACTICE AT INDY (cont.): 
 
 Herta will substitute for the injured Dario Franchitti in the car at the IndyCar 
Series events June 7 at Texas Motor Speedway and June 15 at Pikes Peak International 
Raceway. He also is on standby to drive the car at Indy if any weather delays force 
Gordon to leave for Charlotte, N.C., for his full-time drive in the NASCAR Winston Cup 
Coca-Cola 600 on May 25. 
 Practice was interrupted twice by rain this afternoon for a total of one hour, 43 
minutes. But the session still was busy, with 32 cars turning a total of 1,524 incident-free 
laps. 



 
 

55

DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
11 a.m. Nationally syndicated Indianapolis radio hosts Bob Kevoian and  

Tom Griswold, who have played host to the hit morning show  
“The Bob and Tom Show” for more than 20 years, will wave the  
green flag to start the fifth day of practice. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice  
3 p.m.  Back-to-back winner track laps: Four-time Indianapolis 500  

winner and IRL driver coach Al Unser will take ceremonial laps  
in the 1970 Johnny Lightning Special that he drove to victory in  
the 1970 Indianapolis 500. 

6 p.m.  Fastest of the day press conference.  
*** 

PRACTICE REPORT: 
At 11 a.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with west winds at 5 mph 

and a relative humidity of 90 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 75 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

11 a.m. – GREEN. #2 J. Lazier first out.  
 11:07 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 11:10 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:20 a.m. – YELLOW. #52T Rice spun in the warm up lane in Turn 1 but 
made no wall contact. Rice continued on to pits.  

BUDDY RICE: “The throttle spring broke. I hit the bump and it broke and I just 
touched the throttle and it spun around (because) there's not the same tension on the 
throttle. No damage.” 

11:26 a.m. – GREEN.  
11:30 a.m. – #11 Kanaan fastest of the day with a lap of 231.061 mph. Second 

fastest lap of the month.  
11:35 a.m. – YELLOW. Track Inspection.  

*** 
  Nationally syndicated Indianapolis radio hosts Bob Kevoian and Tom Griswold, 
who have played host to the hit morning show “The Bob and Tom Show” for more than 
20 years, waved the green flag to start the fifth day of practice. 

TOM GRISWOLD: “It was great to meet Helio Castroneves. We've talked to 
him via phone and satellite a bunch of times but never had the chance to shake his 
hand. Very gracious and very funny. If you can be funny when English is not your native 
tongue then you've got to be extremely bright. You see that with Gil de Ferran – how 
incredibly smart these guys are. We talked with Cheever this morning, who's now an 
owner obviously. The guy's brilliant. So people need to realize it's not just the physical 
thing, (but) how incredibly intelligent these guys are. If we add anything to the track 
when we come out it's to try to get a couple jokes in, because it's serious business." 
(About standing on the outer pit wall, 15 feet from the cars): “You know, they go by so 
fast, by the time my bowels were finished evacuating, he was already halfway around 
the track again. When you're right next to them, it’s incomprehensible. The brain can't 
process them going by that quickly. It was tremendously cool. It's loud.” 

BOB KEVOIAN: “That's something you just can't understand. When you see a 
car going 200 mph coming at you. It's pretty exciting. I wish I could sit there for the race, 
to be honest with you.” 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 

With practice from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. everyday, very few race and team officials 
have a chance to take a break for a few minutes. Paul Blevin, assistant starter for the 
IRL, is no exception. Blevin, who assists chief starter Bryan Howard at all IRL events, is 
in the flag stand for seven hours each day during practice.  
  PAUL BLEVIN: “We eat lunch up there. Our lunch is delivered up there via 
rope, the same way we get our flags and other stuff up there.” (What about rain?): “We 
try to wait until the last minute. If it starts to drizzle, we pack the computers first and then 
the flags. We talk with race control, and they usually tell us to stay up there as long as 
we feel we can.” (What do you when there are no cars on track, but it’s green?): “People 
watch, and there is no better place to do it than here.”  

*** 
Scott Dixon, driver of the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone, admits he is a fan of reality television. He indicated in the 
garage area this morning that he missed last night’s episode of “American Idol,” the 
reality TV show in which singers are vie for a record contract. United States Marine 
Joshua Gracin, 22, was knocked out of the competition last night.  
 “I heard he was let go last night,” Dixon said. “It was time for him to go. He was 
terrible. I usually only watch on Wednesday or whenever they get rid of people. That’s 
the best part of the show.” 
  Dixon missed “American Idol” last night because he was having the carpets 
cleaned in his Indianapolis-area house. When Dixon returned from the Indy Japan 300 at 
Motegi, Japan, he found an unusual smell in his house. After some searching, Dixon 
discovered that a raccoon had broken into the house and was living there. The raccoon 
was eventually caught and removed from the house. 
  “It smelled awful,” Dixon said. “But we got him out of there.”  

*** 
Marlboro Team Penske has used a Dallara chassis in 20 IRL IndyCar Series 

events at the Indy Japan 300 when Alex Barron used a Panoz G Force. Barron was 
substituting for Gil de Ferran, who suffered a concussion in an accident at the Purex Dial 
Indy 200 in March at Phoenix. The team has entered both Dallara and Panoz G Force 
chassis for the 87th Indianapolis 500 and has practiced with both of them. Team officials 
indicated they will make an announcement about their chassis selection at a press 
conference at 10 a.m. May 9 the in Trackside Conference Room.  

*** 
MARLBORO TEAM PENSKE TOP SPEEDS: 

    No. Chassis Driver Speed  Date
1 6T Panoz G Force Gil de Ferran 230.873 mph May 6 
2 3 Dallara Helio Castroneves 229.893 May 6 
3 3T Panoz G Force Helio Castroneves 229.038 May 6 
4 6 Dallara Gil de Ferran 228.337 May 7 
5 66T Panoz G Force Gil de Ferran 225.103 May 6 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 
 11:45 a.m. – GREEN.  
 12:03 p.m. – Four drivers have turned laps faster than 230 mph today.  
 12:06 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 12:13 p.m. – GREEN.  
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 12:10 p.m. 
  No.   Driver Car Speed

1 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.061 
2 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 231.035 
3 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.087 
4 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 230.445 
5 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 229.218 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

 
12:30 p.m. –The ambient temperature was 63 degrees with calm winds and a 

relative humidity of 78 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 104 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

12:32 p.m. – YELLOW. Track Inspection.  
12:39 p.m. – GREEN. 
12:46 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke trailing from car of #4 Hornish in Turn  4. Car 

stopped at the entrance to pit lane. Crew reports engine malfunction.  
12:54 p.m. – GREEN.  
12:59 p.m. -- #27 Gordon turns fifth fastest speed of the day with a lap of 

230.214 mph.  
1:01 p.m. -- #6T de Ferran third fastest with a lap of 230.890 mph.  
1:07 p.m. – YELLOW. Track Inspection.  
1:14 p.m. – GREEN.  
1:20 p.m. – Castroneves on track in the #66 for the first time this month.  
1:47 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
1:51 p.m. – GREEN. 
2:30 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #15T Brack. Crew reports car is out of fuel.  
2:33 p.m. – GREEN.  
2:55 p.m. – #12 Takagi post fastest lap of the month at 232.007 mph. The lap is 

faster than last year’s pole speed. Bruno Junqueira won the 2002 MBNA Pole for the 
Indianapolis 500 with a four-lap qualifying average of 231.342 mph and a time of 2 
minutes, 35.6136 seconds. 

3 p.m. – YELLOW. Track Inspection.  
*** 

 The ceremony set to honor four-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser at 3 p.m. 
today has been postponed. Unser was supposed to take ceremonial laps in the 1970 
Johnny Lightning Special that he drove to victory in the 1970 Indianapolis 500, but the 
car has a mechanical problem.  

*** 
  Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Shigeaki Hattori, who 
suffered a concussion and a broken finger in an accident May 6 at the Speedway, was 
released from Methodist Hospital today. Further evaluation by the IRL Medical Staff will 
determine his fitness to return to on-track action.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:10 p.m. – GREEN.  

3:13 p.m. –The ambient temperature was 67 degrees with east-northeast winds 
at 6 mph and a relative humidity of 62 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 94 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 3:15 p.m. 
  No.   Driver Car Speed

1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 232.007* 
2 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.061 
3 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 231.035 
4 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 230.890 
5 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.087 
*Fastest lap of the month 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
Entry update:  
 •The No. 54 Beck Motorsports entry is now the No. 54 Beard Papa’s 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone and rookie Shinji Nakano as the driver.  

*** 
Officials from Beck Motorsports said they hope to have the No. 54 Beard 

Papa’s Dallara/Honda/Firestone car on track sometime today.   
 SHINJI NAKANO: “I’ve never driven this track. It’s a big track. It’s amazing to 
me. I’ve lived here in Indy since 2000 but never driven here. I was driving in CART, 
which is why I wasn’t here. The Indianapolis 500 – it’s a dream for me. I’m happy to be 
here. I’m looking forward to it.” (About getting a late start?): “It’s not easy, but that’s the 
way it is. I just have to concentrate and do what I have to do.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:36 p.m. – YELLOW. Track Inspection.  
 3:44 p.m. – GREEN.  
 4 p.m. – YELLOW. Al Unser Ceremonial Laps 

*** 
 At 4 p.m., track activity was stopped for the Al Unser ceremonial laps in the 
1970 Johnny Lighting Special. Officials thought they had solved the mechanical problem 
on the car, but the car was not able to turn laps and taken back to the garage area.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 4:03 p.m. – GREEN.  
 4:09 p.m. – #3 Castroneves turns second fastest lap of the day with a lap of 
231.595 mph.  
 4:12 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 4:16 p.m. – GREEN.  
 4:27 p.m. – YELLOW.  
 4:32 p.m. – GREEN.  
 4:41 p.m. – Ten drivers have now turned laps fastest than 230 mph today.  
 4:43 p.m. – #26 Wheldon turns fastest lap of the month with a lap of 232.202 
mph.  
 4:47 p.m. – YELLOW.  #14T Foyt did quarter spin to the right and Turn 1 and 
made contact with the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 with the rear of the 
car. There was no contact with the SAFER Barrier. Car then spun around to the left and 
made contact with outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 with the left side of the 
car. The car came to a stop on the track in the middle of the track in Turn 2. Foyt climbed 
from car without assistance. Heavy damage to rear of car and to left front and rear 
suspension.  
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: A.J. Foyt IV has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of the 
Speedway without injury. He is cleared to drive.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 232.202* 
2 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 232.007 
3 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 231.595 
4 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 231.567 
5 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.061 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

5 p.m. – GREEN. At the beginning of “Happy Hour” the ambient temperature 
was 65 degrees with south-southwest winds at 7 mph and a relative humidity of 72 
percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 80 degrees, according to 
Firestone engineers. 

*** 
Miller Brewing Company officials will join Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

President and CEO Tony George and IMS Senior Vice President of Business Affairs Joie 
Chitwood for a major announcement at 9:15 a.m. (EST) Friday, May 9 in the Speedway’s 
Trackside Conference Room. 

Also participating will be former Indianapolis 500-Mile Race winners Bobby 
Rahal and Kenny Brack. Rahal won the 1986 “500” and is co-owner of Team Rahal, a 
full-time participant in the IRL IndyCar™ Series. Brack, the 1999 Indianapolis 500 
champion, drives the No. 15 entry for Team Rahal with Miller Lite sponsorship. 

*** 
The Indy Racing League will provide numerous Video News Releases 

throughout the month of May to assist with your coverage of the 87th Indianapolis 500. 
The next VNR will be: 
Friday, May 9 (Fast Friday): 
 •Time:   7:30-7:45 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:11 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 5:14 p.m. – GREEN.  
 5:42 p.m. – Foyt returns to track in the 5T.  
 5:49 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture.  
 5:53 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 5 of practice for the Indianapolis 500.  

*** 
 Rookie Dan Wheldon’s speed of 232.202 mph that he turned today at 4:43 p.m. 
is faster than any lap in practice, qualifying or the race from 2002 and the fastest lap at 
the Speedway since 1996. Last year, the fastest lap of the month was completed by 
Helio Castroneves on Fast Friday, May 10, 2002 when he turned a lap of 232.087 mph 
at 4:55 p.m. 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top 10 Drivers of the Day 
  No.   

    

Driver Car Speed
1 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 232.202* 
2 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 232.007 
3 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 231.595 
4 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 231.567 
5 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.061 
6 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.970 
7 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.807 
8 32 Tony Renna (R) 

 
Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 230.309 

9 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 230.214
10 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.193 
*Fastest lap of the month 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
A total of 50 cars are now at the Speedway, and 50 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 28 drivers on the track to date. Today there were 18 
caution periods for 2 hours and 2 minutes. Drivers completed 1,334 laps today. Fifty-five 
drivers have passed their physicals.  

*** 
Two-time defending Indianapolis 500 winner Helio Castroneves will be honored 

at 3 p.m. May 9 and will drive his winning car from 2001, the No. 68 Marlboro Team 
Penske Dallara/Oldsmobile/Firestone. 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE:  
  DAN WHELDON (No. 27 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“That's not real. We definitely got a tow on that lap. But it's great for the Klein Tools/Jim 
Beam crew to be top of the timesheets again. It's going good, but it's still early in the 
month. I think the pole (speed) will be around 231 (mph), 232, but it just depends on the 
weather, really. It's hard to predict.” 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We put a new engine in this afternoon and get an engine check done, a leak check, to 
make sure everything is hooked up properly so that when we get ready to go tomorrow 
morning we don’t look stupid because something was left loose. Basically just a 
precaution to make sure that all the running we need to do tomorrow gets done.” (Did 
the engine problem today create some frustration?): “We’re just going about our 
business, doing our thing. We’re all doing everything we can do. We know you can’t win 
the race today. We’ll be worried, if we need to be, on May 25.” 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Probably not a lot of stuff left to try. We just have to 
hope that we can really squeeze everything out of our engine program that we can. We 
are, daily, getting new engine parts, so hopefully Chevrolet’s going to be able to find us a 
little bit more at the end and we’ll be able to add to our speed in addition to what we’ve 
gained thus far. I think a lot of it is going to depend on everyone else. Our biggest 
concern is to be as close to the front as we can get. I doubt we’ll be one of the first cars 
to qualify. We’ll have to see how the speeds go, look at the weather and make a 
decision.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Great day for the 
Delphi team. We didn’t have quite the speed we wanted when we started this morning, 
but we dug deep, worked hard and looked at tons of data, and we were able to help 
ourselves. We took a lot of big steps and made a lot of changes and battled back to 
having a pretty good car toward the end of the day. If the weather is nice tomorrow, we 
could see some pretty big speeds going up, so hopefully we’ll be able to find some more 
speed as well.” 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We obviously are focusing on our qualifying car. We’ve 
trimmed out the car, and everything feels great. Now, we’re just trying subtle things to 
see what else that gives us. We’re getting another motor from Chevy and hopefully we’ll 
get a little more power. Right now, we’re just talking about getting in the show, not where 
we’re going to be. It’s frustrating, and the frustration sort of filters through all of us, 
because everyone’s working so hard to find everything that we can.” 
 

HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “This morning we finished the race setup work that we had 
started yesterday. We then ran a couple of stints with the back-up car to make sure 
everything was OK. The rest of the day we focused on our qualifying setup. The 
Marlboro Team Penske car was consistent, and we were able to get more speed out of 
the car. So, overall we are happy with our progress. Tomorrow, we’ll continue to work on 
our qualifying setup to make sure we are ready for Saturday.” 
 

GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): 
“We had another good day today. We spent the full practice session working on our 
qualifying setup. The Marlboro Team Penske car was fast, and we seem to be able to 
run well any time of the day. However, the lap times are very close so we need to stay 
focused and see how things play out tomorrow and Saturday.” 
 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We 
have the luxury of feeling like we have a good setup, so we’ll run when we think it’s the 
right time to run. It’s always nice here when you feel like that.” 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I was 
pretty happy with the car, so we decided to stop and not run all day. I was obviously 
more comfortable today than I was yesterday and two days ago. It’s just a matter of track 
time. I’m pretty happy with my car, so we’ll wait for tomorrow, and we’ll work in qualifying 
trim again.” 
 

TONY COTMAN (Team Manager, Team 7-Eleven, about Michael Andretti 
running only two laps in the last two days): “Everything is going really smooth, and 
that is really the benefit of having teammates. When you’ve got teammates working on 
the car for you, you don’t have to be out there slogging around yourself. At the moment, 
our teamwork is paying off, and hopefully we can carry it through to Saturday.” 
 

KIM GREEN (President, Andretti Green Racing): “We're still working on 
some setup stuff, and I think we made some gains. When it's all said and done, Saturday 
is the first day of qualifying, and it really depends on the conditions. I think we're good 
enough to adapt to the conditions for Saturday. I think we've got enough data and 
enough information. Having four drivers working well together, that gives us a serious 
shot at good qualifying results. But, we'll still have to see what Saturday's conditions are. 
I thought we had a good day - a good, productive day." (About the rainy weather 
conditions this week): "That's the month of May. In all fairness, I think the weather has 
been pretty cooperative. Everybody was predicting a very wet month and, of course, it's 
still early in the month and that could still happen. But, so far we've gotten the running 
we've needed. Now, with a little bit of 'Lady Luck' and good planning on Saturday, I think 
we can actually have a good qualifying effort by everybody.” 
 

SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Today ended on a good note. We’re still climbing the 
speed hill very slowly. Some fans who live in Brownsburg, the LaFon family were 
watching the WTHR Channel 13 show last night after we hadn’t had the best day, and 
they just sent me flowers, hoping to cheer me up, which they most certainly did.” (Sarah 
is the Channel 13 Indianapolis 500 analyst with sports anchor Dave Calabro.) 
 

A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Today was not too good of a day. We started off struggling 
and ended up getting in an accident. It was a horrible day. I’d been running flat out all 
the way around for the last four laps and coming off the corner and the car stepped out 
on me without any warning, which was pretty weird. My grandfather just found out from 
Firestone that it showed a cut tire which caused me to spin. He put me in Shige’s back-
up car just to give me some laps, the old ‘get back on the horse’ deal.” 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “The weather is now just rolling in as the day is ending. It 
was another good day here at Indy. More or less, even if it rains tomorrow we are ready 
for qualifying. We have a few more things to try, but nothing of any major magnitude. 
Hopefully, if tomorrow works out we will put everything together and try a few mock 
qualifying runs and see where we are. My throttle spring broke this morning, which was a 
bit exciting. I dropped down on the warm-up lane. I already knew it was broken, it was 
running on idle. I went over the big bumps and the tension was not there, so it jacked the 
throttle real quick. I did a full ‘360’ and touched the grass.” 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “Today was a breakthrough day. I think we’ve got everything in place where 
we can really fine-tune the chassis. We did our quickest lap, which was the quickest for 
the Chevy’s this month at 228.4 (mph). We did have a little bit of a tow, so it wasn’t a 
true honest speed. Although we did do a mock-up qualifying run at 227 flat. I am 
comfortable with that. We are close to terminal velocity right now. We can gain a little 
more time if we can free the car up and be quicker in the corner and maintain a little 
more rpm.” 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Today went pretty good. We found a lot of speed. I think that 
we’re sitting pretty good right now. I’m really happy with how the day went. Team Target 
has done an awesome job in helping me get up to speed so quickly here. They have a 
lot of experience on this track, and that has helped me out a lot.” 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We tried some qualifying stuff for the first time this afternoon. 
We still need to work some more on qualifying setups tomorrow. The car has a lot of 
speed in it. We just need to keep fine-tuning the car to get the most out of it. The race 
setup is pretty good. We’ll have to wait and see how the Target machine is tomorrow in 
practice, and that will be a good gauge on how we’ll be on Pole Day.” 

 
ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 

Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Everything has gone according to plan so far. We are now 
working with the Archipelago/Motorola car in qualifying trim. The speeds everyone is 
putting up aren’t really true, though. As more cars are on the track, the speeds go up. My 
car is comfortable. When we ran in traffic, the car was really stable. Andretti Green 
Racing is a good team. We haven’t had a problem this month. There is great chemistry 
between the guys and also the drivers. We are all sharing data, and it seems to be 
helping everyone.” 

 
AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We’re at a point 

now where we are working on trimming out the car and trying to get a realistic idea of 
where we are for qualifying. So we’ve pretty much been staying out on our own and 
trying to stay out of the tow and see where the car is for Saturday. We’re still working on 
our setup and trying to find the perfect balance.” 
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DAY 5 – THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 

 
TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 

Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m fairly pleased. It was another good day of work by the 
Cure Autism Now/HomeMed Pharmacy team. Today was more focused on qualifying 
trim, and I think we got some really good work done. In my fast run I was definitely in a 
bit of a tow. But I think we’re still getting there, although there’s a bit more stuff we can 
do with the car. The car is really good in that trim, and I’m really pleased about that fact. I 
think the crew has done a great job, and we really haven’t deviated from our plan and 
things are going well.” 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was good to have Bobby (Rahal, Team Rahal co-owner) 
here today after coming from Europe last week. Being a former champion at Indy, he 
knows a lot of things about going through a whole month of May. He understands the 
mental part of this entire race, and that is very important. Yesterday, we had a very good 
day, and we were close today with our speed. Unfortunately, some of the other guys 
picked a mile per hour on us. We need to work to improve our car for qualifying on 
Saturday. I think the Honda guys have done a fantastic job of getting the engine ready 
for Indy. It isn’t really a surprise because they have done well in just about everything 
they have raced. But being with the company like Honda is a big boost for us.” 
 

JOHN BIDDLECOMBE (Panoz G Force, Director of Sales): “We have been 
very pleased with the speed of the cars so far this week, especially with Tora (Takagi) 
and Gil (de Ferran) today. The teams are starting to trim the cars out for a shot at the 
pole, and certainly Tora showed today he will be one of the favorites for the front row. 
Greg Ray also ran strongly yesterday in the Honda-powered Panoz G Force, so I think 
we are looking in good shape. Once the teams do their final engine change before 
qualifying, we will really know where we are. Everybody will be looking to get some 
running in clean air tomorrow. Putting up a time with a draft is not going to help on Pole 
Day. Some of our guys are already looking at race setups as well, so we remain very 
confident at this stage.” 
  

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/ Firestone): 
“I got lucky again, I guess. I was running behind Scott Sharp when that lap actually came 
about. Again, it’s really nothing to get excited about when you get one of these laps. I 
said last time, my mum would kill me if she knew I was going 232 (mph) again. It was a 
tow, for sure. I have to give credit to the team. They’re doing a very good job, Andretti 
Green Racing. We’ve been strong, particularly my crew. The Klein Tools/Jim Beam car 
has been fast, but it’s definitely not that fast. Probably not even close to that.” (Your 
results here seem to be raising your profile): “It’s good. I started in the IRL last year with 
Panther (Racing), and the results really weren’t what I wanted them to be. But the 
championship stuff, it’s not easy to break into. It’s a different style of racing. It’s so 
competitive. You look at the times out there right now, and it’s unbelievable. I don’t think 
there’s any championship in the world that’s even close to that. It makes it tough, but 
you’ve got to get yourself in the right situation, as well. Fortunately, with Andretti Green 
Racing and Honda, we’re able to get that. Again, it’s nothing really to get excited about 
until Saturday. If I can pull this off on Saturday, then I’ll be really popular, especially 
within the team. But obviously, I’m going to have (teammates) Tony (Kanaan) and 
Michael (Andretti) pushing me hard, which will be interesting.” 
 



 
 

65

ROOKIE WHELDON TURNS FASTEST LAP SINCE 1996; HITS 232 MPH 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Thursday, May 8, 2003 – Rookie Dan Wheldon continued to 
impress at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on May 8 when he led the fifth day of 
practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500. 

Wheldon, who was fastest on May 6, turned a lap 38.7594 seconds, 232.202 in 
his No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone, the fastest lap in practice, 
qualifications or the race since 1996. This came a day after Wheldon didn’t turn any laps 
as he and his team decided not to practice on May 7.  

"We definitely got a tow on that lap,” Wheldon said. “But it’s great for the Klein 
Tools/Jim Beam crew to be top of the timesheets again. It’s going good, but it’s still early 
in the month. I think the pole (speed) will be around 231 (mph), 232, but it just depends 
on the weather, really. It's hard to predict.  

“I haven't been involved in the race like I am now, so I've got to leave it to the 
experienced guys: Barry Green, Tino Belli. They're doing a fantastic job for me. I just 
kind of want to stay away from that and just get in the car when they tell me.” 

Another rookie, Tora Takagi, who led Day 2 of practice, was second fastest of 
the day with a lap of 38.7919, 232.007 in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone.  

A total of 11 drivers topped the 230 mph mark under cloudy skies throughout 
most of the day.  

Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Helio Castroneves, who is going for an 
unprecedented third consecutive ‘500’ victory, was third fastest in his No. 3 Marlboro 
Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone.  

“This morning we finished the race setup work that we had started yesterday,” 
Castroneves said. “We then ran a couple of stints with the back-up car to make sure 
everything was OK. The rest of the day we focused on our qualifying setup. The 
Marlboro Team Penske car was consistent, and we were able to get more speed out of 
the car. So, overall we are happy with our progress. Tomorrow, we’ll continue to work on 
our qualifying setup to make sure we are ready for Saturday.” 

Castroneves’ teammate, Gil de Ferran was fourth fastest in the No. 6T Marlboro 
Team Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone with a lap of 38.8656, 231.567. 
Castroneves and de Ferran have driven both Dallara and Panoz G Force chassis this 
month and their laps today were the fastest this month. The team is expected to make 
an announcement about their chassis selection at a press conference Friday morning.  

 Tony Kanaan, driver of the No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, 
rounded out the top five with a lap of 38.9508, 231.061.  

The run for the MBNA Pole is now one day away. “Fast Friday” practice for the 
87th Indianapolis 500 goes from noon-7 p.m. (EDT) May 8 in preparation for Pole Day on 
Saturday. The 87th Indianapolis 500 is scheduled for Sunday, May 25. 
  Rookie A.J. Foyt IV, grandson of four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt, 
was the victim of the second accident of the month in his No. 14T Conseco/A.J. Foyt 
Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. At 4:47 p.m., Foyt did a quarter spin to the right in Turn 
1 and made contact with the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 with the rear 
of the car. There was no contact with the SAFER Barrier. Foyt was uninjured and 
returned to the track just before it closed for the day in teammate Shigeaki Hattori’s No. 
5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone.  
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ROOKIE WHELDON TURNS FASTEST LAP SINCE 1996; HITS 232 MPH (cont.): 
 

“Today was not too good of a day,” Foyt said. “We started off struggling and 
ended up getting in an accident. It was a horrible day. I’d been running flat out all the 
way around for the last four laps and coming off the corner, the car stepped out on me 
without any warning, which was pretty weird. My grandfather just found out from 
Firestone that it showed a cut tire, which caused me to spin. He put me in (Shigeaki’s) 
back-up car just to give me some laps. The old ‘get back on the horse’ deal.” 

Day five of practice was cut short at 6:53 p.m. (EDT) when moisture was 
reported on the track. A total of 33 cars turned 1,334 laps on the 2.5-mile oval.   



 
 

67

DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
9:15 Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Miller Brewing press conference;  

Trackside Conference Room 
10 a.m. Marlboro Team Penske press conference; Trackside Conference  

Room 
11 a.m. Jeff Pigeon, host of the WIBC-AM 1070 morning show, will wave  

the green flag to start “Fast Friday” practice. 
11a.m. - 6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice  
Noon-1 p.m. Live music with “Ribs and Bone” on the Coca-Cola Stage 
3 p.m.  Back-to-back winner track laps: Two-time defending Indianapolis  

500 champion Helio Castroneves will take ceremonial laps in the  
No. 68 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Oldsmobile/Firestone that  
he won the ‘500’ with in 2001. 

6 p.m.  Fastest of the day press conference  
*** 

The Indy Racing League will provide numerous Video News Releases 
throughout the month of May to assist with your coverage of the 87th Indianapolis 500. 
The next VNR will be: 
Friday, May 9 (Fast Friday): 
 •Time:   7:30-7:45 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

*** 
The fastest lap of the month of May was turned on 4:43 p.m. May 8 by rookie 

Dan Wheldon, driver of the No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
Wheldon turned the fastest lap at the Speedway since 1996 with a lap of 38.7594 
seconds, 232.202 mph. 

Bruno Junqueira won the 2002 MBNA Pole for the Indianapolis 500 with a four-
lap qualifying average of 231.342 mph and a time of 2 minutes, 35.6136 seconds. His 
fastest lap was Lap 1, which was 38.8543 seconds, 231.635 mph. 

Arie Luyendyk holds the one- and four-lap track records, which he set in 1996. 
The one-lap record is 37.895, 237.498, and the four-lap record is 2:31.908, 236.986. 

*** 
  ESPN announcer Kenny Mayne, who used to host the popular “RPM2night,” 
was in the garage area this morning. He is here shooting segments that will air on ESPN 
throughout the month of May. 
 KENNY MAYNE: “We’re screwing around and having fun, but when it goes on 
TV, it will look like we were working. We’re having fun. We had the two-time defending 
champion (Helio Castroneves) out in the rain last night for a shoot, which was really cool. 
It’s rare in any sport that you’ll get a defending champion out in the rain to do something. 
It’s nice to be in Indy. You’ve got an Off-Track Betting place and a lot of nice restaurants. 
We’re a little concerned about your weather, though.” (Are you a race fan?): “Oh yeah, 
I’m not as involved as I was when I was doing ‘RPM2night,’ but I still follow it.” 
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DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 11 a.m., the ambient temperature was 76 degrees with southwest winds at 
14 mph and a relative humidity of 87 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 89 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

11 a.m. – GREEN. 
 11:05 a.m. – #52 Rice first car on track. 
 11:45 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 11:49 a.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
  John C. Deagan, technical representative for Hats Off – Emergency Helmet 
Removal Systems, was in the Media Center today to describe his safety device. The 
system, mandated by the Indy Racing League, uses an air bladder within each driver’s 
helmet that enables much easier removal of a driver’s helmet after an accident. 
 JOHN C. DEAGAN: “It all came about when I broke my neck in a motorcycle 
accident. The helmet that saved my life then became a pretty bad enemy, because the 
paramedics pulled it off and put a great strain on my neck and I had a broken neck. I felt 
at that time that it wasn’t a good way to do it. The only alternative is the push the helmet 
off, and you have to do that from the inside and you can do that by expanding a balloon 
or a bladder that’s folded up and placed in the top of the helmet. It’s been picked up by a 
number of racers, frankly everyone that see it like it and wants one. The IRL has 
mandated it. Dr. (Henry) Bock (medical services director for the IRL) likes it. It makes his 
work easier. It makes the EMT’s job easier because they don’t have to worry (about 
taking) that helmet off if they’re concerned about neck damage. The CO2 cartridge 
inflates the bladder in a matter of seconds, and the helmet pushes off with no loads on 
the neck. There’s very little pressure on the top of the head.” 

*** 
  Marlboro Team Penske officials announced this morning that Helio 
Castroneves will attempt to qualify with a Dallara chassis and Gil de Ferran will use a 
Panoz G Force chassis. This marks the seventh time that Penske Racing has used two 
different chassis or switched chassis during the month of May since the team first came 
to the Speedway in 1968. A full transcript of today’s Marlboro Team Penske press 
conference will be available shortly. 

*** 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Miller Brewing Company officials announced 

May 9 that the Miller Lite brand is returning to IMS as the official beer sponsor for the 
Indianapolis 500-Mile Race and Brickyard 400. Miller Lite will be a major sponsor at the 
Speedway during the Indianapolis 500 on May 25 for the IRL IndyCar™ Series and the 
Brickyard 400 on Aug. 3 for the NASCAR Winston Cup Series. 

*** 
Popular rock band Cracker will headline the annual Miller Lite Carb Day 

Concert on Thursday, May 22, at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The concert will be 
the finale of a busy day at the legendary 2.5-mile oval. Miller Lite Carb Day begins with 
final practice for the Indianapolis 500 starting field from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (EST). Pride and 
a hefty payday will be on the line for 12 Indy Racing League IndyCar™ Series teams 
competing in the 27th annual Checkers/Rally’s Indy 500 Pit Stop Challenge from 1:30-3 
p.m., and Cracker will take to the Coca-Cola Stage for the Miller Lite Carb Day Concert 
at 3:30 p.m. The Coca-Cola Stage is located in the Pagoda Plaza behind the 13-story 
Bombardier Pagoda control tower. Tickets for Miller Lite Carb Day are $10 and available 
at the gate and ages 5 and under are free. 
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There will be a press conference at 3:30 p.m. Monday, May 12 in the Trackside 
Conference Room with actor/director Christopher Reeve and Infiniti Pro Series team 
owner Sam Schmidt. Jim Cotterill of Jcotterill.com, who helped bring the two men 
together, also will attend. 

“Racing to Recovery, an Evening with Christopher Reeve,” will take place from 
6-10 p.m. May 12 at Standard Management Corporation Headquarters, 10689 N. 
Pennsylvania St. in Indianapolis. 
 Sponsored by the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and catered by Ruth’s Chris 
Steakhouse, the benefit, including a silent auction, will benefit the Sam Schmidt 
Paralysis foundation, the Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation and the Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Indiana. 

Tickets are $199 per person. For more information or to purchase tickets, call 
(317) 281-0423 or email racingtorecovery@rhin.com. 

*** 
In addition to the exciting run for the MBNA Pole, several other activities will 

take place on Pole Day, May 10. Free Indy Racing League fan guides with driver trading 
cards will be available in the Bombardier Pagoda Plaza to the first 3,000 fans. 

There also will be a kids coloring table near the Coca-Cola Stage from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. The band “Drama Queen” will perform on the Coca-Cola Stage at 11:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. The presentation of the MBNA Pole Award to the 2003 Indianapolis 500 pole 
winner is scheduled for 6 p.m. at the start/finish line. Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner 
Johnny Rutherford will sign autographs from 3-4 p.m. in the Bombardier Pagoda Plaza. 
Rutherford painted one of the “Art Cars” for the “Art in Motion” theme of this year’s “500” 
and will sign next to the car he painted. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 
 12:14 p.m. – #11 Kanaan turns first lap faster than 230 mph today with a lap of 
230.157 mph. 
 12:25 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 12:32 p.m. – GREEN. 
 12:37 p.m. – YELLOW. #20 Luyendyk did a 90-degree spin to the right exiting 
Turn 1 and made contact with the outside retaining wall with the rear of the car. There 
was no contact with the SAFER Barrier during the initial contact. The car then slid to the 
left, and the left side of the car made contact with the outside retaining wall. The car 
came off the wall, spun to the left and made secondary contact with the Turn 2 wall with 
the right side of the car. The secondary impact was made just at the beginning of the 
SAFER Barrier in Turn 2. There was heavy damage to rear and left side of car, and to 
the right-front side of the car. Luyendyk climbed from the car with the assistance of the 
IMS and IRL safety crews. 

Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Arie Luyendyk has been 
transported by ground to Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis for further evaluation of back 
pain. A further update will be provided when available. 

12:45 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 80 degrees with southwest winds at 
13 mph and a relative humidity of 79 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 114 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 12:53 p.m. – GREEN.  

mailto:racingtorecovery@rhin.com
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QUOTES FROM TODAY’S IMS/MILLER BREWING PRESS CONFERENCE:  

JOIE CHITWOOD (Senior vice president, Business Affairs, Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway): “It’s my pleasure to announce a whole new relationship with Miller 
Brewing Company. We’ve had great relationship in the past. The current relationship 
really extended only to the Brickyard 400. So we have now entered into a multiyear 
relationship, which spans across the Indy 500 and the Brickyard 400 and results in Miller 
Lite being the official beer of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. As another component 
to that, Miller will again take entitlement of Carburetion Day and the concert that takes 
place that day. We’re very happy to have them back in fold and looking toward working 
with Sig (Wysocki) and Steve Lauletta on really maintaining a great relationship and 
working with them to promote Miller Lite here at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.” 

SIG WYSOCKI (Miller Brewing Company): “It’s a very exciting time for the 
Miller Brewing Company and Miller Lite. We’re exciting to again be part of the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the greatest race on Earth. Miller Lite has always 
thought of the month of May synonymous with the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the 
Indianapolis 500, and we’re really happy to be here. (I’d) like to at least talk a little bit 
about Carburetion Day and the fact that we are sponsor of the Carb Day Concert at 
which time Kenny (Brack) will take the stage with his band, the Subwoofers and put on a 
great show, I’m sure. I’ve seen it before. After that, the headliner will be Cracker. We 
hope it will be a great day, great weather, and a lot of people stick around after the track 
activity for some music.” 

TONY GEORGE (President and CEO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “It’s 
an honor to be here in the presence of three great champions, of course, Bobby Rahal, a 
champion here at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Kenny Brack, as well, and Miller 
Brewing and Sig (Wysocki). To have their continued relationship here at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway is very important to us, so I congratulate Sig and his team, and Joie 
and his team for expanding our relationship that has been around for the better part of 
three decades dating back to my grandfather’s era. I, as a young man, remember the 
first time seeing Miller High Life on a race car back in Wyoming, actually, when Jim 
Hurtubise was going to Ontario Speedway with an open-air trailer and his car, the Miller 
High Life Special, so it goes back a long way, and we’ve always appreciated the support 
of Carburetion Day activities, and it’s good to have them back. What a combination of 
three great champions – Miller sports marketing, which is second to none, and to have 
them continue their relationship with Team Rahal and Kenny Brack as a driver, (it) 
presents a very formidable challenge for the rest of the field this month of May.” 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 1 p.m. 

  No.   

 

Driver Car Speed
1 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.157 mph 
2 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 229.263 
3 15 

 
Kenny Brack (W)  

 
Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 229.225 

4 7 Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 228.308 
5 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 227.841 
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

1:04 p.m. – A total of 18 cars have been on track today. 
 1:06 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 1:12 p.m. – GREEN. 



 
 

71

DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
 A special media event that will introduce Kenny Brack’s new rock ‘n roll cover 
band will be conducted by Pioneer at 4:30 p.m. May 13 at Ike and Jonesy’s Bar, 17 
Jackson Place in downtown Indianapolis. Brack, the 1999 Indianapolis 500 winner and 
1998 IRL IndyCar Series champion, is the lead guitarist for the seven-member 
Indianapolis-based band named “Kenny Brack and the Subwoofers.” The band will play 
a one-hour set featuring songs from the Rolling Stones, ZZ Top, The Clash and Aretha 
Franklin. This is a media and VIP event only. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:32 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 1:37 p.m. – GREEN. 
 2:13 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 2:16 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
Sarah Fisher and the Dreyer & Reinbold Racing team are looking for 

sponsorship, and Fisher’s teammates always tell her they will do anything to help out. 
On May 8, Fisher decided to play a practical joke on the crew and came up with an idea 
for “Speedway Spoofs” and told her crew that they had a chance to get sponsorship 
money from Nickelodeon and SpongeBob SquarePants. According to Fisher, a 
Nickelodeon crew wanted to shoot footage of the team working on her car wearing 
SpongeBob attire, which just happened to be SpongeBob SquarePants boxer shorts. 

The crew members all agreed, and IMS Productions filmed Fisher’s crew 
working on her race car in SpongeBob boxer shorts. Engineer Mark Weida, crew chief 
Dan Miller, data acquisition specialist Jason Lucas and crew members Andy O'Gara, 
Scott Merryman and Mark Talifario all participated. 

When the IMS Productions crew finished filming in the garage, Fisher told them 
they needed one more shot to show that they were at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
The crew agreed to walk through the garage in full view of all the other teams and pose 
in front of the timing and scoring pylon. 

Fisher had the crew practice saying together in front of the camera, “Hi, we're 
the No. 23 SpongeBob SquarePants team.” But the crew couldn't get it right, so she held 
up a sign that said” “Gotcha – you're on Speedway Spoofs.” When the crew read the 
sign, they chased Fisher. According to team officials, the crew has vowed revenge, and 
Fisher is watching her back. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

2:37 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
2:40 p.m. – GREEN. 
2:58 p.m. – YELLOW. Back-to-back winner ceremonial laps by Helio 

Castroneves. 
3 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 82 degrees with southwest winds at 12 

mph and a relative humidity of 77 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 115 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 3 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.157 mph 
2 15 Kenny Brack (W)  Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 229.559 
3 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.427 
4 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 229.263 
5 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.377 
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MORE QUOTES FROM TODAY’S IMS/MILLER BREWING PRESS CONFERENCE: 

KENNY BRACK (Asked if any members of the racing community are members 
of his band, the Subwoofers): “Yes, well, Tony’s (George) going to sing.” (Laughter) 
“Actually Laz Denes of Mo Nunn Racing is in the band – he’s an original member. Kathy 
Prather from Greg Ray Racing is singing, and the others are professionals. To be 
successful in the music business is exactly the same as being successful in racing – 
you’ve got to surround yourself with people who are better than yourself, and that’s the 
same thing with this band. They’re all big Speedway fans.” (About getting to know the 
new IRL package - did it take longer to get comfortable with it than expected?): “I 
thought it was going to take longer than it has for us, but having said that, too, you can’t 
be too sure. Especially here you can get in trouble really quick. The first two races we 
sort of felt our way through. It’s a very difficult championship because it’s very deep, both 
from a team standpoint and driver standpoint, and the Indy Racing League over the 
years has (developed) a great technical regulation for the cars that’s so tight that it’s very 
difficult to find advantages. So you’re looking for small changes. If we find two- or three- 
or four-hundredths of a second, you see us jumping up and down in the air, which the 
visual of that is kind of stupid, if you think about it. (Laughter) To find those things takes 
a lot of work, a lot of fine tuning, and it could be the smallest thing that makes a big 
difference.” 

BOBBY RAHAL (When you were last here, was there still sandbagging, and 
are the days of that over?): “I think when you get close to the end of the first week and 
people are preparing for qualifying, people start to show their hand more because, at 
today’s speeds, you have to find out what it’s going to do. I think today it’s much more 
difficult than it was in ’95 because everything’s so equal. Things were equal then, I think, 
as well, but there it was five-hundredths of a second or maybe a tenth. But nowadays, as 
Kenny (Brack) was saying, it’s so much smaller, and the things that you do to gain those 
differences are … frankly, you just can’t believe the different types of tape you use to 
seal a split line in the bodywork. It makes a difference. It becomes laughable in a sense 
because the smallest, tiniest things you never really thought would have much of a 
bearing do, and that’s the real difficulty of it. That’s why we wanted to do the whole year 
this year with Pioneer, Honda and Miller Lite coming together because we found out last 
year we couldn’t just show up here with one race under your belt and expect to be 
competitive. Come Race Day, we were (competitive), but we struggled and worked very 
hard throughout the month and only just got it right come Race Day. I think it takes more 
effort now. Frankly, I’m glad I’m watching.” 

*** 
  Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Helio Castroneves will be a guest color 
commentator on ESPN2’s live coverage of the inaugural Freedom 100 Infiniti Pro Series 
at 3 p.m. (EDT) May 17 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Castroneves will join Dr. 
Jerry Punch, Davey Hamilton and Amy East on the broadcast team.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:15 p.m. – GREEN. 
 3:22 p.m. – #9 Dixon second fastest of the day with a lap of 229.626 mph. 
 3:23 p.m. – #9 Dixon faster at 229.638 mph. Dixon is still second fastest of the 
day. 
 3:35 p.m. -- #9 Dixon fastest of the day with a lap of 230.404 mph. 
 3:35 p.m. -- #9 Dixon turns faster lap of 230.714 mph. 
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At 3 p.m., two-time defending Indianapolis 500 champion Helio Castroneves 
took ceremonial laps in the No. 68 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Oldsmobile/Firestone 
that he drove to victory in the 2001 Indianapolis 500, the first of his two consecutive 
victories. The win came in the first “500” a Penske-owned car had competed in since Al 
Unser Jr. won in 1994. 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES: “It was awesome. This car runs as smooth as a 
baby’s butt. It is incredible to be back I mean, the first time I saw one of those guys do 
one of those (ceremonial) laps, I said ‘Well, some day it will be me.’ And it was today. To 
win the second time last year was incredible, and now we know what to do. Pressure, I 
mean I don’t feel that because I’m enjoying every moment. You don’t know you will have 
another one, so let’s go ahead and have the time of our life.” 

TIM CINDRIC (President, Penske Racing): (Does the car bring back 
memories?): “Oh, yeah, absolutely. It was one of the best days of my life, to be honest. 
The fact that we ran 1-2 after Roger (Penske) not being back here since ‘94, from a team 
perspective and what we went through that month with going back and forth from Japan, 
the logistics of that and so forth – I don't know what better example of teamwork you can 
find after what we went through that month.” (About Helio): “He’s full of enthusiasm, but 
the biggest thing is that he is so dedicated. I remember the first time we came to test 
here, and he had no idea what he was getting into, he had no idea what this place is all 
about. But it didn't take him very long. That first week, even before he ran the place, he 
was painting the walls and playing up to the pageantry to what goes on here, so it is 
pretty special for sure.” (About the pressure of three consecutive wins): “The pressure I 
feel is all positive. To be in this position, I wouldn't trade it for the world. It’s either going 
to work out or its not going to work out. We’ll just do our job, and if it doesn’t work out, it 
was good while it lasted.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:54 p.m. – Foyt returns to the track in the #14T in which he crashed yesterday. 
 3:57 p.m. -- #10 Scheckter turns second-fastest lap of the day at 230.540 mph. 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing drivers are now 1-2 on the speed chart. 

4 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 83 degrees with southwest winds at 13 
mph and a relative humidity of 72 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 105 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

*** 
 Top Five Drivers of the Day, 4 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.714 mph 
1 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.540 
2 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.157 
3 15 Kenny Brack (W)  Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 229.559 
4 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.427 
(W) - Former winner 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

4:23 p.m. – #6 de Ferran fourth fastest of the day with a lap of 229.492 mph 
 4:24 p.m. – #27 Gordon fourth fastest with a lap of 230.133 mph.  
 4:29 p.m. – #3 Castroneves fifth fastest of the day with a lap of 230.050 mph.  
 4:30 p.m. – Five drivers have topped the 230 mph mark today.  
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Twenty-five years ago this month, Janet Guthrie formed a team of her own for 
the Indianapolis 500, with last-minute sponsorship from Texaco. To celebrate the ninth 
place finish that she and the team earned on May 28, 1978, her team members are 
reassembling in Indianapolis for the last qualifying weekend of this year’s race. The final 
day of qualifications is May 18. 

Guthrie and her crew will reunite at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of 
Fame/Oldtimers banquet on May 16, where the field of the 1978 race will be among the 
evening’s honorees. Her table will include crew chief Ken Ozawa and crew member Jim 
Lindholm, who was Guthrie's crew chief on her NASCAR Winston Cup team in 1977. 
George Bignotti, who built Guthrie's Wildcat chassis, plans to attend the team dinner that 
Guthrie is hosting Saturday, May 17. 

It will be a busy few days in Indianapolis for Guthrie, who is the honorary chair 
and luncheon speaker for the Mary Fendrich Hulman Women’s Golf Tournament on May 
20, a fund-raiser for the USAC Benevolent Foundation. She is also participating in the 
convocation of women drivers assembled by Indianapolis 500 veteran Lyn St. James on 
May 19, which will focus on opportunities for women in racing. 

Guthrie's ninth-place finish in 1978 still stands as the best by a woman driver in 
the Indianapolis 500. The previous year, she had become the first woman to compete in 
the event since its inception in 1911. For more information on Guthrie, log onto 
www.janetguthrie.com. 

JANET GUTHRIE: “Almost all of my guys will be here. They did an amazing 
job. They did the impossible, and it will be wonderful to get together with them again.” 

*** 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Arie Luyendyk has been 
released from Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis in good condition. He will be re-
examined at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway tomorrow morning. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

5 p.m. – At the beginning of “Happy Hour,” the ambient temperature was 83 
degrees with south-southwest winds at 10 mph and a relative humidity of 69 percent. 
Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 100 degrees, according to 
Firestone engineers. 

*** 
 Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5 p.m. 

  No.   

    

Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.714 mph 
1 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.540 
2 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.157  

 3 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 230.133
4 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 230.050 
(W) - Former winner 
(R) - Rookie 

http://www.janetguthrie.com/
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PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:13 p.m. – #6 de Ferran third fastest of the day with a lap of 230.539 mph.  
 5:17 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 5:17 p.m. – GREEN.  
 5:22 p.m. – #8T Sharp fastest of the day with a lap of 230.829 mph. 
 5:27 p.m. – #3 Castroneves third fastest of the day with a lap of 230.552 mph. 
 5:28 p.m. – #26 Wheldon third fastest of the day with a lap of 230.669 mph. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5:30 p.m. 

  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.829 mph 
2 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.714 
3 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 230.669 
4 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 230.552 
5 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.540 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:32 p.m. – #27 Gordon fastest of the day with a lap of 231.362 mph.  
 5:35 p.m. – A total of eight drivers have turned laps faster than 230 mph.  
 6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 6 of practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500.   

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of the Day 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 231.362 mph 
2 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.829  
3 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.714 
4 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 230.669 
5 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 230.552 
6 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.540 
7 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 230.539 
8 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.157 
9 12  Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.822 
10 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 229.559 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  

*** 
POLE DAY SCHEDULE: 
7 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
8-10 a.m.  IndyCar Series practice 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. MBNA Pole Qualifying 
6 p.m.  MBNA Pole Ceremony  
6:15 p.m. MBNA Pole winner’s press conference 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE:  
  ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We came here to win the pole. Being quickest in practice is 
nice, but that's not when it counts. We've been chasing a loose car all week. Today, we 
made some chassis adjustments and changed some of the dynamics of the car. That 
seemed to help settle the car down and gave the car a good balance. I think I'll have a 
good car, both for qualifying tomorrow as well as for the race.” 
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A total of 50 cars are now at the Speedway, and 50 have passed technical 
inspection. There have been 29 drivers on the track to date. Today there were 10 
caution periods for 1 hour and 26 minutes. Drivers completed 1,334 laps today. Fifty-five 
drivers have passed their physicals.  

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING PROCEDURE: 

1. In order to alleviate possible congestion or misunderstandings when 
qualifications begin, the IRL requires that each team designate a representative to 
participate in a blind drawing to determine the initial qualifications order. 

2. A completed qualifying attempt consists of four consecutively timed laps. A 
car may make a maximum of three attempts, provided that neither the first nor second 
attempts have been run to completion. Once a car has posted its four-lap average 
speed, no further attempt may be made by that CAR. However, the DRIVER may 
attempt to qualify another car provided that the first car has been “bumped” from the field 
by a faster car or the first car has been withdrawn.  

3. The starting field is made up of the 33 fastest qualifiers, regardless of the day 
on which a car has qualified. Cars are lined up according to their speed ranking on 
EACH DAY with the fastest qualifier on the first day occupying the pole position. The 
successful second day qualifiers line up behind the successful first day qualifiers in order 
of speed with the fastest qualifier of the second day always starting behind the slowest 
successful qualifier of the first day, regardless of overall speed, followed by the 
successful qualifiers of the third day, in order of speed, etc. 

4. Once a total of 33 cars have qualified and the time allotted for qualifications 
has not run out, other cars may make qualification attempts, placing the car with the 33rd 
fastest speed in the position of being “bumped” from the field by a faster qualifier, 
regardless of the day on which the original qualifier posted his/her time and speed.  

5. Each car participating in the pre-qualifications draw is guaranteed a 
qualifying attempt provided the car is properly presented at all times. In the event of 
delays due to weather, etc., the “first day” qualifiers could conceivably not be determined 
until the second or even the third day. The original line may “run out” (“break in the line”) 
before the end of the first day. In that case, any subsequent qualifier is still considered a 
first-day qualifier and is still eligible for the pole position until the track is closed for the 
day. 

6. Each car must take two warm-up laps. The decision either to take the green 
flag to start the attempt or to “wave off” the attempt must be made before the car 
completed the second warm-up lap. 

7. If the team representative does not display the green flag to signal the start 
of a qualification attempt, the car will not be charged with an attempt and must return to 
the pit lane. A car may depart from the line an unlimited number of times, provided the 
team representative has not displayed the green flag. 
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POST-PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m hurting between the shoulder blades pretty bad right 
now. But fortunately, nothing is broken; no fractures, cracks, nothing. So that’s the good 
news. The bad thing is I have to walk around with my arms folded to keep from hurting 
as much. My status is day-to-day. There’s no telling when I’m going to be cleared to 
drive. The doctor says it’s totally up to me, when I feel absolutely comfortable doing what 
I have to do to drive my Meijer race car. It’s strange, what happened. I’ve had much 
harder crashes where I didn’t get hurt at all. I wasn’t pushing the car too hard at the time. 
We finally got the car to where it was balanced just right through (Turns) 3 and 4, and I 
came by and swapped ends in (Turn) 1. I was planning to go around one more time 
before really standing on the gas. But I didn’t get that far, did I? The car was set up in a 
way where maybe it was too tricky for the conditions, which are different than they have 
been all week. We’ll see how I feel tomorrow and work with Dr. Bock on deciding when it 
makes sense to get back into the car. There’s no sense getting back into the car if I’m 
hurt to the point where it is going to affect my driving. You have to be smart, first and 
foremost. It’s really disappointing because I think we cured one of the bigger problems 
we had all through the week, but we never got a chance to see for sure. I’ll be back in 
the car sooner or later, though. This is too much fun.” 
 

SHINJI NAKANO (No. 54 Beard Papa’s Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was 
our first day on the track, and since we were only able to get about 40 laps in, I wasn't 
able to learn too much. We had a couple of unusual mechanical delays that kept us in 
the garage a lot more than we planned on. Even so, it was very good to finally get the 
car out there and start the process of learning the track and finding the right setup. I'm 
sure tomorrow will be a much better day for us.” 
 

SIMON MARSHALL (Chief Designer, Panoz G Force): “We remain very 
confident of having a great shot at the pole tomorrow. During the day, our speed was 
very strong, and while a few guys went faster by getting a tow at the end of the day, 
when the Panoz G Force car was running alone out on the track, our speed was very 
strong. Pole Day is always difficult because there are so many variables, including the 
weather, to take into consideration. The Ganassi boys (Scott Dixon and Tomas 
Scheckter) were both fast today, (Tora) Takagi was quick yesterday, and (Gil) de Ferran 
also was very strong. We have three of four guys with a great shot at pole tomorrow.” 
 

A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We struggled bad today. Toward the end of the day, I got 
halfway back in the groove where I needed to be. The weather was totally different, and 
I’d never driven on the track when it was so slick.” 
 

BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We're really fighting conditions today. The track is 
windy, the track is hot, and we lost a handle just a little bit. We put in a different engine, 
and we don't know where we are right now, so it's going to be a bit of a guessing game. 
Yesterday, I would have said we were right there, but today is a different day. It is hard 
to gauge where we really are. Panther Racing is a good team. We are going to give it 
110 percent, and hopefully we will be right there tomorrow.” 
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DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We were the fastest car out there in the heat of the day. We 
posted our fastest speed without a tow at around 3:15 this afternoon. Obviously, we’re 
very happy with where we’re at. I think that the pole will be 231 (mph) or 232 (mph), 
depending on the weather. It would be great to be on the pole, but I’m hoping for a spot 
in the top three rows. That should keep us out of the mess that might happen at the 
start.” 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/ Firestone): “We made a lot of speed gains in today’s session. Scott 
(Dixon) and I are exchanging information on our cars, and that is definitely helping both 
of us. (Engineer) Bill (Pappas) and I sat down before the month and created a plan to 
follow for the month. We are following that plan exactly, and we are having strong 
results. I hope that we can get the Target car on the pole tomorrow. It would be a great 
reward for my team.” 
 

SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “The car is handling perfectly. It's the best car I've ever 
driven here at the Speedway, and we got some more data on running in different 
weather conditions today. It's hard to predict what will happen tomorrow – whether or not 
it rains, what the temperatures are, etc., etc., so we'll see where we draw and what it’s 
like when it's our turn to go and qualify. When it's our time, I can promise you, we will 
give it all we've got.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It was another wild 
and crazy day, and another great job by the Delphi team. The guys have been busting 
their tails all week. We went out this morning, and track conditions were a lot different, so 
we switched a lot of stuff. They really busted their tails so we could get back out and run 
so well this afternoon. I think all around that we are in good shape. I don’t really know 
where we stack up with the rest of the field, but I do know that we are in good shape.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We had been 
trying new things the last couple of days. We had decided that if they didn’t work, we 
would regroup and go back to where we started. That’s what we did today, so my times 
are reflecting exactly that. We didn’t find the speed we were looking for, so now what we 
do is put four smooth laps together, get up the grid as far as we can, and then go for a 
good race setup. I feel we do have a very good car for the race. We just went searching 
for a good qualifier and never found it, so we just went back to where we started, and 
that will be OK.” 
 

ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I 
think we are in pretty good shape. We didn't really try for the ultimate run because the 
conditions may be different tomorrow, but we know the car is good. We focused a lot in 
the earlier part of the week to get a good platform on the car. It is my first time here, so 
I'm not sure if the first part or the last part will be better. Part of it is strategy. At the same 
time, the conditions change so much during the day, you just have to play it by ear. I'm 
pretty confident.” 
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DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I think we feel just as good as we did in 2001, when we sat 
on the front row with A.J. (Foyt). I think we were the quickest car that day in Happy Hour 
going into qualifying. Maybe we weren't quickest, but top three, I know. I feel real good 
about that 231 (mph). That first 231, maybe you could call it a tow, but the next time I 
was all by myself, with the 231.1, so I feel good about that. We did three or four laps in 
the 231 (mph) range. We came here to win the pole. You come here to win a couple of 
elements of the month. You want to sit on the pole, and you want to win the race. 
Everybody wants to do that. Being quickest in practice, it's nice. It builds a lot of 
confidence overnight. I'm sure I can run four laps flat tomorrow. I don't know if it will be 
exactly 231 or if it will be 230.5's, but it will be real close. You see how close the IRL has 
got these cars. The guy that can be the trimmest for four laps and keep a good average 
speed is the guy that's going to be on the pole. Hopefully, we can do that. I could hold on 
for four like that, but I was a little too free to be doing that tonight. The most important 
time is tomorrow. When you know the car is as good as it is, there's no reason to risk it. 
That's what we did; we just put it away.” 

 
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 

“It is one of those things. We know we are not shooting for the pole, but I think if we can 
get the first four rows, top 15, we wouldn't be too disappointed with that. I think that if we 
get in the heat of the day, we might not have as much of a chance. In the morning or 
later on in the afternoon, we should be OK. We had a couple different builds of engines, 
so we were just changing those around, trying to see which one we like the best. We ran 
two today, but in the past two days, I would say we ran four different engines. It is a 
learning process. We just have to keep plugging away, keep our heads up and see what 
we can do.” 

 
TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “It seems our setup didn’t agree with the conditions today like 
it did yesterday. The data we went over after our first run today made total sense. The 
big challenge is to find just the right setup that will work best in the heat like we had 
today. You never know what it’s going to be like when it’s your turn to qualify. I just hope 
it’s going to be like it was for us yesterday.” 

 
FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/ Firestone): “We didn’t get a whole lot of time to work on things today. 
The guys were making some major modifications to my car, which took most of the day. 
Unfortunately, we got out after 5 o’clock, and it didn’t leave us enough time to get up to 
speed. We have 90 minutes of practice before we qualify tomorrow, so that gives us a 
chance to get things just right.” 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “I 
hate to say it, but maybe today was a little disappointing. This evening I thought we 
would be quicker. I definitely threw away laps that may have been in the 231 (mph) 
range. We have a good handle on the car, but I just can’t get that last little bit out of it 
and stay flat.” (About qualifying): “The weather can do anything. Teams can get it right or 
wrong. I've seen little teams that didn't have a clue get it right, and I've seen big teams 
with all the resources in the world dial themselves right out of it. We are going to work as 
hard as we can and do the best we can. It is what it is.” 
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DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We were hoping to accomplish a little more today. We 
put another motor in last night and were looking for a 224-225 (mph lap) this afternoon. 
Obviously, the conditions changed, but you still want to be in a certain position. We're 
just scratching our heads about how to get there. Normally on Friday afternoon, I'll look 
to the crew and say ‘Let's trim it out and see how fast she'll go.’ That didn't happen today 
because we were already trimmed out. I usually hold a little back for quals, but that's all 
she's got. We drew number one for tomorrow, so we'll see where it takes us.” 
 

HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I decided to go with the Dallara chassis, given I feel more 
comfortable with it. I won two Indianapolis 500's with the chassis, so why make a 
change? The Marlboro Team Penske car has been running well all week. The weather 
changes from day to day have been a challenge, but that is the same for everyone. I 
think the weather for qualifying will be warm and humid like today. We focused only on 
our qualifying setup to make sure we are ready for Saturday. Tomorrow is my birthday, 
so hopefully we'll have something to celebrate.” 

GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I'm glad we finally decided which chassis to run. I'm going to 
run the (Panoz) G Force because we were a little faster in that car, but the chassis were 
very close. I was fast in qualifying and race trim in both cars. Now we can focus on just 
one car, which is what's really going to give us the edge. It was a tough day with the 
higher temperatures and wind, but I'm pretty happy with the Marlboro Team Penske car. 
We tried some qualifying simulations and averaged in the 230-mph range. I don't know if 
that will be good enough for the pole. We'll have to see what the weather is like and how 
things play out tomorrow.” 

GARY PEDIGO (Co-Owner, Panther Racing): “We've never had the fastest 
car here since I've been involved. We've got a race engine in there. We always set the 
car up for Race Day situations. We'll be all right tomorrow. We just want to put the car in 
the field, which I'm sure we will, and get ready for Race Day.” 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I 
feel good about tomorrow, I think. I think we're right in there. I don't know quite where 
we're at, but tomorrow is going to be a little bit of a crapshoot with the weather and all 
that. But I think we are right there with the best of them. I've been real happy. All the 
(Andretti Green Racing) cars have been up there. Everything's just smooth. It's a little 
scary, but it's going good right now.” (About qualifying draw): “We're happy with where 
we're at. It's going to be so close, it's hard to say. It's going to come down to conditions 
and all that stuff.” 
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DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TONY COTMAN (Team Manager, Team 7-Eleven): “We did one run this 
morning. Obviously, it was pretty warm today, and the car was good, so we didn't want 
to touch it. The plan for Michael (Andretti) is to just hang out and run a little bit tomorrow 
morning in the pre-practice. We've got what we've got right now, and that is the nature of 
the beast, I think. It's all about whether you can get cloud cover, and you're geared right, 
and your car is right at the right time. At least 50 percent of it is out of your hands (in 
qualifying). But we'll see what tomorrow brings.” 

 
TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 

Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It was a very reasonable day today for the Cure Autism 
Now/HomeMed Pharmacy team. We did lose quite a bit of time for trying some different 
setups on the car, and we ended up going back to where we started, so we were down 
for a little while. The guys have been doing a really good job. I think qualifying is 
certainly going to be interesting tomorrow because today everyone was fighting the 
conditions a little bit with the wind and the heat. I’m pleased going into qualifying 
tomorrow, and I think we can solidly put it in the show.” 

 
KIM GREEN (President, Andretti Green Racing): “Obviously, this has been 

the warmest and breeziest day we've had this month. We came out and experimented in 
some different temperature conditions. Tomorrow is going to be all about where you 
draw and weather conditions. I do feel pretty confident we've got good race cars, and I 
feel confident we can qualify up front. If we get the right conditions, I think we've got a 
really good shot at a very, very good qualifying result. My hat's off to the whole team. All 
four groups of mechanics, engineers and drivers have really worked very well together 
up to this point.” 

 
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I feel 

confident. I think we can have a pretty strong run. We have a good car. We just didn't 
want to run too much today. We're saving it for tomorrow.” 

 
TIM CINDRIC (President, Penske Racing, Inc.): (About qualifying draw): 

“Hopefully, that draw will work out for us. Going early, with the way the weather looks 
and all that, might work out to be the right thing to do. I think right now we're just taking it 
a day at a time, getting through this day to get to the next. Right now, obviously, 
qualifying is the focus, but after that it will be all race mode.” 

 
DENNIS REINBOLD (Co-owner, Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): (About Robbie 

Buhl drawing the first slot in qualifying): “Hopefully, it's going to be a little cooler (than) 
today. The higher temps affected us a little. It's always good to go out early. Hopefully 
the heat of the day hasn't sunk in quite yet so we'll be able to get out there and get some 
good running. Robbie (Buhl) and Sarah (Fisher) are both very, very comfortable in the 
cars, and we look forward to a good Race Day. We just want to get it in the show. That's 
our focus right now, and then we'll work hard on moving up in the race.” 
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DAY 6 – FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2003 – FAST FRIDAY (cont.): 
 
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We don't have a lot of choices. Now, we have to be 
ready to go for qualifying. We got some things done that will help us for tomorrow. This 
morning was pretty rough. It was windy, and the track was slick. The humidity and heat 
weren't very good. By midday, everybody started running their numbers and showing 
what they could do. We'll just have to wait and see.” 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/ 
Firestone): “It went very well today. We backed up our quickest time of the month, a 
227.1 (mph). We are happy with that. A lot of the other guys were running in the 224 
(mph), 225 range. The only problem we have is where we drew. We're going to have to 
wait and see how everything goes with that. Our draw will put us right in the heat of the 
day. At that point, you lose so much grip and so much speed that you just have to pull 
out of line and wait until the end of the day.” 
 

EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (Owner, Red Bull Cheever Racing): “We have had a 
very diligent week. We have been consistently competitive with the equipment we have. I 
believe we will get the best out of the Red Bull car that we can tomorrow. We have a lot 
of work to do with General Motors, which I am sure we will get done. I am very proud of 
the team. Once we get into the race, we will do OK. Buddy (Rice) has been excellent, 
like a pro. He has had some difficult beginnings this year on other circuits. Here, he has 
done better than he will be publicly acknowledged because of our cars. We will probably 
take 17th and not 38th in our draw. I like to get qualifying out of the way. It is a very 
pressure-filled situation. The minute you qualify, you forget about it and start thinking 
about how you are going to run your best 500 miles.” 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We ran a pretty competitive speed (229.5 mph) for the heat 
of the day this afternoon. Then we rolled out the backup for some testing of suspension 
parts, and for some reason, it just didn't work as well as the primary car. We are going 
back to the primary car for qualifying, and we feel pretty good about our car for 
qualifying. The weather doesn't look very good for Saturday, and we'll have to watch the 
radar closely to see if we can qualify or not. We have an earlier number in the draw, so 
I'm hoping the weather is good. This kind of qualifying will be fun for the fans but a pain 
for the drivers and crews. That's because the speeds are so close, and a lot will depend 
on the weather and the track conditions. I told Bobby (Rahal) to go to the draw, and if it 
was a bad number, I could blame him at least. But he did OK for us.” 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“We stuck to our plan, and it worked well for us all this week. The car is comfortable for 
me, both in qualifying and race trim, and all four (Andretti Green Racing) drivers are 
sharing information and helping each other along. I'm really looking forward to tomorrow. 
I believe any one of the four of us can take the pole. In the end, it may come down to the 
qualifying order.” 
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GORDON ADDED TO POLE MIX AFTER LEADING PRACTICE AT INDY 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Friday, May 9, 2003 – Add Robby Gordon’s name to the 
crowded ring of MBNA Pole contenders for the 87th Indianapolis 500, as he led the final 
practice before qualifications with a lap of 38.9000 seconds, 231.362 mph May 9 at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

Gordon turned his top lap in the No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone in sunny, warm conditions during the last 30 minutes of 
practice. He became the fifth different driver to lead one of the six practice days leading 
up to Pole Day. 

Rookie Dan Wheldon led two days, including Thursday with the top speed of 
the month, 232.202 in his No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Other 
daily leaders besides Wheldon and Gordon were Scott Sharp, Tora Takagi and 1999 
Indianapolis 500 winner Kenny Brack. 

Qualifying for the MBNA Pole starts at noon (EDT) Saturday. Robbie Buhl is the 
first driver in the qualifying line – determined in a blind draw after practice Friday – in the 
No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. 

Gordon’s speed was the fifth fastest of the event, marking him as a strong 
contender for the pole and the accompanying $100,000 bonus. 

“We came here to win the pole,” Gordon said. “Being quickest in practice is 
nice, but that’s not when it counts. We’ve been chasing a loose car all week. Today, we 
made some chassis adjustments and changed some of the dynamics of the car. That 
seemed to help settle the car down and gave the car a good balance. 

“I think I’ll have a good car, both for qualifying tomorrow as well as for the race.” 
Race Day is May 25. Full-time NASCAR Winston Cup Series driver Gordon will 

attempt the “daily double” of racing in the Indianapolis 500 during the day and then flying 
to Charlotte, N.C., to drive in the Coca-Cola 600 that evening. 

2001 Indianapolis 500 MBNA Pole winner Sharp was second fastest today at 
38.9899, 230.829 in the No. 8T Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Scott Dixon was third at 
39.0094, 230.714 in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. 
 Wheldon was fourth at 39.0170, 230.669, while two-time defending winner 
Helio Castroneves rounded out the top five at 39.0368, 230.552 in the No. 3 Marlboro 
Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. 
 While Castroneves will attempt to qualify in a Dallara chassis, Marlboro Team 
Penske owner Roger Penske announced this morning that team driver Gil de Ferran will 
drive a Panoz G Force chassis in qualifying. 

There were 33 cars on track today, turning a total of 1,068 laps. 
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk was released in good 

condition from Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis after crashing early during practice in 
the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Luyendyk will be re-examined Saturday at the Clarian Emergency Medical 
Center at the track. 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY 
 

POLE DAY SCHEDULE: 
7 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
8-10 a.m.  IndyCar™ Series practice 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. MBNA Pole Qualifying 
6 p.m.  MBNA Pole Ceremony 
6:15 p.m. MBNA Pole winner’s press conference 

*** 
The Indy Racing League will provide numerous Video News Releases 

throughout the month of May to assist with your coverage of the 87th Indianapolis 500. 
The next VNR will be: 
Saturday, May 10 (Pole Day): 
 •Time:   7:45-8 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

*** 
The fastest lap of the month of May was turned at 4:43 p.m. May 8 by rookie 

Dan Wheldon, driver of the No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
Wheldon turned the fastest lap at the Speedway since 1996 with a lap of 38.7594 
seconds, 232.202 mph. 

Bruno Junqueira won the 2002 MBNA Pole for the Indianapolis 500 with a four-
lap qualifying average of 231.342 mph and a time of 2 minutes, 35.6136 seconds. His 
fastest lap was Lap 1, which was 38.8543 seconds, 231.635 mph. 

Arie Luyendyk holds the one- and four-lap track records, which he set in 1996. 
The one-lap record is 37.895, 237.498, and the four-lap record is 2:31.908, 236.986. 

*** 
  Today marks the fourth time in the last 10 years that weather has affected the 
schedule for Pole Day. In 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1999 rain delayed the start of Pole Day 
Qualifying. In 1997, cold weather delayed the start of Pole Day practice, but qualifying 
started on time. 

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of the Month 

  No.    Driver Car Speed Date
1 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 232.202 mph 5/8 
2 12  Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 232.007 5/8 
3 3 Helio Castroneves (W)  Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 231.595 5/8 
4 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 231.567 5/8 
5 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 231.362 5/9 
6 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.061 5/8 
7 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 231.039 5/7 
8 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.970 5/8 
9 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.829 5/9 
10 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.823 5/6 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner  
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING PROCEDURES: 

1. In order to alleviate possible congestion or misunderstandings when 
qualifications begin, IRL requires that each team designate a representative to 
participate in a blind drawing to determine the initial qualifications order. 

2. A completed qualifying attempt consists of four consecutively timed laps. A 
car may make a maximum of three attempts, provided that neither the first nor second 
attempts have been run to completion. Once a car has posted its four-lap average 
speed, no further attempt may be made by that CAR; however, the DRIVER may attempt 
to qualify another car provided that the first car has been “bumped” from the field by a 
faster car or the first car has been withdrawn. 

3. The starting field is made up of the 33 fastest qualifiers, regardless of the day 
on which a car has qualified. Cars are lined up according to their speed ranking on 
EACH DAY with the fastest qualifier on the first day occupying the pole position. The 
successful second-day qualifiers line up behind the successful first-day qualifiers in order 
of speed with the fastest qualifier of the second day always starting behind the slowest 
successful qualifier of the first day, regardless of overall speed, followed by the 
successful qualifiers of the third day, in order of speed, etc. 

4. Once a total of 33 cars have qualified and the time allotted for qualifications 
has not run out, other cars may make qualification attempts, placing the car with the 33rd 
fastest speed in the position of being “bumped” from the field by a faster qualifier, 
regardless of the day on which the original qualifier posted his/her time and speed. 

5. Each car participating in the pre-qualifications draw is guaranteed a 
qualifying attempt provided the car is properly presented at all times. In the event of 
delays due to weather, etc., the “first-day” qualifiers could conceivably not be determined 
until the second or even the third day. The original line may “run out” (“break in the line”) 
before the end of the first day. In that case, any subsequent qualifier is still considered a 
first-day qualifier and is still eligible for the pole position until the track is closed for the 
day. 

6. Each car must take two warm-up laps. The decision either to take the green 
flag to start the attempt or to “wave off” the attempt must be made before the car 
completed the second warm-up lap. 

7. If the team representative does not display the green flag to signal the start 
of a qualification attempt, the car will not be charged with an attempt and must return to 
the pit lane. A car may depart from the line an unlimited number of times, provided the 
team representative has not displayed the green flag. 

*** 
Shigeaki Hattori, who suffered a concussion and a broken finger in an accident 

May 6 at the Speedway, was released May 8 from Methodist Hospital. Further evaluation 
by the IRL Medical Staff will determine his fitness to return to on-track action. 
 SHIGEAKI HATTORI (No. 5 EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I feel much better every day. My EPSON car is ready for 
qualifying and I want to drive as soon as possible but the doctors won’t clear me to drive 
until next week. I want to thank the medical staffs here at the Speedway and at 
Methodist Hospital for taking such good care of me. I really appreciate it.” 

*** 
MBNA Pole Qualifying will be broadcast live from noon-1 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. 

(EDT) today on ESPN, from 1-3 p.m. on ABC and 6-7 p.m. on ESPN2. 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, director of medical services for the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: #20 Arie Luyendyk has been 
cleared to drive. Luyendyk crashed Friday in the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz 
G Force/Toyota/Firestone and was released from Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis later 
in the day after evaluation of back pain. 
  ARIE LUYENDYK: “I’m stiff. I have a stiff neck, and I feel really sore in between 
my shoulder blades. But I’m surprised I don’t feel worse than I did last night. I guess my 
body heals quick. But it was a pretty hard hit. And it obviously was not good timing, the 
day before qualifying. But that’s the way it goes sometimes around here. We tried 
something and it kind of bit us in the butt. That car (#20T) was all together. They were 
ready to go if we had to last night. But I couldn’t drive last night. And I don’t know the 
extent of the damage of this car (#20). This car is reasonable. I don’t think the tub is 
damaged, so that’s a big plus. But a lot of other parts are.” (Did the accident change 
your mind about driving?) “Well, you kind of think about it. Do I want to be here, in the 
hospital? No. But I came here to race, and that’s what I’m here to do. So if my body will 
allow me, I’m going to do it. I think I’ll be all right. I’m just thinking of how to make the car 
go quicker and things like that, put in the show and next week work on race setup.” 

*** 
Entry update:  
 No. 3T switched from Panoz G Force to Dallara 

No. 6 switched from Dallara to Panoz G Force 
No. 66 switched from Dallara to Panoz G Force 
No. 68T switched from Panoz G Force to Dallara 

*** 
  This morning’s practice session is divided into two groups based on the first 
and second half of the qualifying draw last night. Each session has been shortened to 30 
minutes due to the wet-track delay. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (Group 1): 

At 9 a.m., the ambient temperature was 67 degrees with southeast winds at 9 
mph and a relative humidity of 90 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 70 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

9:21 a.m. – GREEN. #4 Hornish first on track. 
 9:25 a.m. – #6 de Ferran fastest of the session with a lap of 231.288 mph. 
 9:30 a.m. – #9 Dixon fastest of the session with a lap of 232.174 mph.  
 9:38 a.m. – #27 Gordon turns fastest lap at IMS since 1996 with a lap of 
232.959 mph. 
 9:50 a.m. -- #9 Dixon turns fastest lap at IMS since 1996 with a lap of 233.236 
mph. 
 9:51 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of first practice group.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of First Practice Group 

  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon (R) 

 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 233.236 mph* 

 2 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 232.959
3 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 231.955 
4 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 231.288 
5 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/ Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 231.362 
(R) Rookie  
(W) Former Winner  
*Fastest speed of the month 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (Group 2): 

9:52 a.m. – GREEN. #23 Fisher first on track. 
 10:02 a.m. – YELLOW. #98 Boat did a 180-degree spin to the right exiting Turn 
4. The car then spun forward, then spun 180 degrees to the left and made contact with 
safety attenuator at the end of the north pit wall with the left rear of the car. Car lifted 
slightly in the air and did two 360-degree spins across the track before coming to rest 
against the outside retaining wall on the main straightaway facing backward. Heavy 
damage to rear and left rear of car. Boat was helped from the car by the IMS and IRL 
safety crews. 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Billy Boat has been 
transported by ground to Methodist Hospital for further evaluation. He is awake and alert. 
An update on Boat’s condition will be provided when available. 

*** 
At 10:17 a.m., the remains of the safety attenuator were removed from the end 

of the pit wall. The new attenuator was installed 10:18 a.m. The tarp that covers the 
barrier was put in place at 10:19 a.m. Crews from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
facilities department, the IMS Fire and Safety Team and the IRL Safety Team 
contributed to the quick replacement of the attenuator. 

*** 
  At 10:24 a.m., rain began falling at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of Second Practice Group (Still to be finished) 

   No.  

   

Driver Car Speed
1 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.951 mph 
2 7 Michael Andretti 

 
Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 

 
230.606 

3 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.778
4 91 Buddy Lazier (W) Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness D/C/F 227.367 
5 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 226.611 
(R) Rookie  
(W) Former Winner  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of Morning Practice (Second session still to be completed) 

     No. Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 233.236 mph* 
2 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 232.959 
3 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 231.951 
3 26 Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 231.955 
4 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 231.288 
(R) Rookie 
(W) Former Winner 
*Fastest speed of the month 

*** 
 At 12:02 p.m., Indy Racing League officials closed the track for the day due to 
rain. Qualifying will resume at noon Sunday. Today marks the first time that Pole Day 
Qualifying has been rained out since 1990. 

*** 
Tonight’s Hoosier Twin 50’s USAC Weld Racing Silver Crown Championship 

race at Indianapolis Raceway Park has been postponed due to rain. The event has been 
rescheduled for Thursday night, May 22. Details pertaining to starting times will be 
released when finalized. 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SAFETY ATTENUATOR: 
 After Dennis Firestone (1986), Kevin Cogan (1989) and Mark Dismore (1991) 
were involved in accidents at the beginning of the pit wall at the pit entrance, the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Engineering and Construction department designed an 
energy absorbing safety attenuator at the end of the pit wall. 

There is a rounded concrete barrier at the end of the two walls at the north end 
of the pits, said Kevin Forbes, IMS director of engineering and construction. In front of 
that barrier, there is a custom-made, form-fitting piece of “Bead-all,” which is the same 
material that is in the inside of a driver’s helmet. According to Forbes, noted racing 
safety expert Bill Simpson recommended the material for the attenuator. It is more 
superior and less flammable than standard Styrofoam, Forbes said. 

The attenuator is placed in an 18-inch deep base, which helps ensure that the 
attenuator does not lift out of the pit or move from the concrete barrier. A tarp is also 
placed on the attenuator to help ensure minimal movement. The attenuator has been in 
place since 1992, and the engineering department routinely checks it to ensure that the 
energy-absorbing quality has not been affected by environmental exposure. 

If members of the engineer department think that any energy-absorbing 
qualities have been lost, the attenuator is replaced. Boat’s accident was the first heavy 
impact into the barrier. 
 KEVIN FORBES (Director, Engineering & Construction, IMS): “It worked 
very well, because the attenuator stayed in place. It did what it was supposed to do. The 
car didn’t redirect the attenuator. It did exactly what we hoped it would do. It stayed intact 
for the full duration of the impact. We have some data that we didn’t have before. We will 
look at it.” (About replacing the attenuator): “It took us less than 20 minutes today, and 
we had never done it before. I think next time we could do it in 12-15 minutes.” 

*** 
Marsh Mother’s Day Qualifying will take place May 11. In addition to the second 

day of Indianapolis 500 qualifications, a Marsh Mother’s Day Brunch will take place from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. (EST) at the Plaza Pavilion behind the Bombardier Pagoda Plaza. Sarah 
Fisher and her mother, Reba, as well as Al Unser Jr.’s mother, Wanda, will attend. 

The brunch is open to the public, and tickets are available at local Marsh stores 
for $20, which includes gate admission to the track. Brunch-only tickets purchased at the 
Chalets on the day of the brunch are $15. 

Children 6-12 cost $5 at the door. “Duke Tumatoe” will perform music on the 
Coca-Cola Stage at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

*** 
Normal Pole Day qualifying procedures will be in effect for Sunday for qualifying. 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
QUALIFYING RAIN-OUT QUOTES: 
 
 ARIE LUYENDYK (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I was hoping to go out today and basically put the car in the 
show and get it over with and then rest, but I guess I'm going to have to do that 
tomorrow. But as the day progresses, I'm getting really, really sore. I think it doesn't 
really matter what your experience is. What really matters is feeling comfortable with 
your car. You can see guys like (Tony) Kanaan and (Dan) Wheldon and the Penske 
guys, they get on the track, they're up to speed immediately, and you know that they feel 
comfortable in their cars. That's what's important. Once you know that, in the back of 
your mind, whatever they throw at you, they can throw at you. Once you have that 
confidence in your car, then it's easy to do.” 

 
SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 

“You can't control the weather. I know that that's part of it. It does affect us -- I'm 
probably not going to get to go home now for a couple of days. But most of the family is 
down here anyhow, so we're just enjoying the day being able to talk to each other and 
hanging out. I don't have to do the race car thing.” 

 
ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “What comes is what comes, and you just make do with 
it. It's OK. I would have liked to have run this morning. If this would have held off an 
hour, we were the first one to draw, and conditions were still good. It would have been 
nice to take advantage of that. It didn't happen, so we'll just wait to see what comes 
next.” 

 
SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “This morning, if the weather had held out, it would have 
been perfect conditions for us to qualify because of the cool weather and no wind. We 
wouldn't have to worry about gears as much as we do now. With a little bit of wind, we 
can be 50 revs off and really be down on the punch. It will be challenging tomorrow 
because it's supposed to be really windy. We'll do the best we can." 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/ Firestone): "It's the same for everybody. Everybody's going to have to 
wait one more day. It's bad for the crowd and everybody who came to watch. Actually, 
for us, I think it's a little better because we were struggling a little bit. The car has been 
pretty loose, so we have a few more hours to sort things out." 
 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Obviously, I'm a little disappointed we couldn't qualify this 
afternoon. It's my birthday today, so I was hoping for a special present. The Marlboro 
Team Penske car has been performing very well all week, and we were really looking 
forward to qualifying. Now, we'll just have to maintain our focus until tomorrow when the 
weather is better. Maybe it's best this way, because now I can try to earn the pole for my 
mom on Mother's Day.” 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
QUALIFYING RAIN-OUT QUOTES (cont.): 

 
BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “The biggest thing is that everyone was hoping to get 
qualified today and get it all sorted out. Then you can start prepping tomorrow for the 
race and full-tank runs. This just postpones everything one day.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Ultimately, you get 
yourself to the point that at some point in time they're going to say get yourself in the car, 
strap the belts on, and go do four of the fastest laps you can do. You've got to hope that 
when that time is right, the car is where you want it to be, the balance is where you want 
it to be, conditions are hopefully the best they can be, and you're going to get a great 
lap. You can't be worrying about 'Oh, no, the wind's picking up,' or 'The rain's here.' 
You've just got to be focused for when the time's right, and you know what you need to 
do.” 

*** 
MARSH MOTHER’S DAY SCHEDULE: 
8 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
10-11 a.m.  IndyCar™ Series practice (two groups) 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Marsh Mother’s Day Brunch (Plaza Pavilion) 
Noon-6 p.m. MBNA Pole Qualifying 
6 p.m.  MBNA Pole Ceremony 
6:15 p.m. MBNA Pole winner’s press conference 

*** 
 Today is Helio Castroneves’ 28th birthday. While live on ABC Sports with 
Marlboro Team Penske teammate Gil de Ferran and Andretti Green Racing driver Tony 
Kanaan, ABC presented a birthday cake to Castroneves. 
 Kanaan quickly grabbed the cake and planted it in Castroneves’ face on live 
television. Castroneves, his smiling face coated by frosting and cake, then looked to 
ABC announcer Gary Gerould and said, “Can we go to a commercial?” between laughs. 

*** 
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Billy Boat has been released 
from Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. He will be re-examined tomorrow morning at the 
Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS to determine his fitness to 
participate in tomorrow's activities. 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
POLE DAY RAINOUT PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES: 

 
GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “I’m 

pleased so far. After running a Dallara chassis here for so many years and running a 
different type of setup, I was very uncomfortable the first day and a half here. I kind of 
dialed the car in, and I understand how this car works a little bit different than my old 
cars. I think there were some opportunities where we threw away some laps that were 
quicker than we had, but I’m still feeling around the edges. We might be at a little bit of a 
discount on qualifying because we don’t have all the parts that some teams have, but we 
have a solid car. It’s very nice at 229 (mph). I think we’re capable of running in the 230 
range, if the weather is right. Small team, no testing, but some great individuals, and if 
we can get the financial partners to go along with the quality of the team, we’ll be in 
great shape. Certainly, if you look at qualifying at the other races, it’s the best of two 
laps. You can always go out there and warm up quick and put in a good, solid run on the 
first lap. If you have something you want to try that you learned on the first lap, you can 
gamble that. Here it is 16 corners, and while this track seems to be, to the spectator, an 
easier track to qualify because the turns are so much shorter, they are different. The 
wind, the sun, everything changes it. For one lap you can make the car a little quicker, 
but for 16 corners, it seems like a long time sometimes. It’s very exciting. It’s great for 
the drivers and great for the fans.” (Does a little bit of sun or other changes really change 
the track that quickly?): “It does if you get your car on the edge. To be fast you really 
have to get it on the edge, and wind direction, tire temperature, the sun, the barometer, 
all those things make a difference. To be quick you have to be a little bit edgy, which 
hurts my feelings a bit to hear Scott (Dixon) talked about doing 232s and having a little 
push in the car. They obviously have it hooked up pretty well. But yes, little things can 
change and certainly, even over years past, there’s so many guys and teams that can 
push the envelope and get right out there on it. The car has to beat the conditions. Like 
Tony (Kanaan) said earlier, you may have a great car, but the conditions change, and 
you’re going to be a couple miles an hour off.” 

 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): (About qualifying here compared to other tracks): “Obviously, 
it’s very unique from what we normally do. It’s just hard to get sort of a mindset, I think, 
around doing one good lap. Basically what we we’ve been working on is getting a car 
that will do a very good effort.” (What changes did you make to pick up speed today?): 
“We were fairly decent yesterday, as well. We did our time in the heat of the day by 
ourselves. The car was very good today. Obviously, the weather conditions this morning 
when we first went out were a little better, which is probably when we picked up the 
speed. Once again, we trimmed out the car a little more. We were just playing it safe, 
getting some good laps and making some decent changes. Now is the time sort of at the 
end of the week when you start to show your hand.” (About your mom’s feelings): “I think 
it’s like everybody’s parents. They just want you to do well. I don’t think she’s even 
looked at the speeds, to be honest.” 
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DAY 7 – SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2003 – POLE DAY (cont.): 
 
POLE DAY RAINOUT PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES (cont.): 

 
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (Asked if 

this racetrack owes him a win): “A lot of people, I think, have some unfinished business 
here, including my boss. So, yeah, we did have a good car last year, and we do have a 
good car this year. We lost a bit of momentum after Japan. What happened definitely 
took both me and Scott a bit to get back up. The first two days I wasn’t very comfortable, 
and I now I just work my way up, and I think now I feel good. Qualifying is important, but 
it’s not everything. I think if you look where Helio and Paul Tracy started last year and 
where they finished, I don’t think anybody remembers who was on the pole. So, yeah, 
it’s important and it’s going to make you feel good for two weeks. It’s the longest 
qualifying you can enjoy, so we’re going to try to, but honestly we’re concentrating on the 
race.” (How close are the cars this year?): “It’s really close. I think you guys are going to 
see a really tight field, and whoever gets the best condition and the right car for the 
condition tomorrow will be on the pole. We do have a lot of people are capable to do it. I 
think Scott is really strong right now. Both Penske cars and the rookie (Dan Wheldon), 
my teammate, he looks pretty strong. So, it’s going to be tight. Definitely you’re looking 
for hundredths of a second, so if you understeer a little bit more than the other guy or 
you scrub speed, you probably can lose four or five spots.” (Comparing his cast to Scott 
Dixon’s): “Mine is like more bionic than his. The good thing is we’re both in good spirits. 
We’re both back, and things happen … we both got hurt, and let’s move on and we’re 
still friends. So we’ll see what’s going to happen, but let’s try to not do that again.” (About 
predictions of extreme change in weather for tomorrow): “We’ve had plenty of good and 
bad weather all over this week. The track’s going to be green, it’s going to be windy, we 
don’t know. Nobody knows what’s going to happen. Fortunately we have a half an hour 
tomorrow morning to figure that out. So I think everybody’s in the same boat. In my 
opinion, it was better that nobody got through it today so it’s the same for everybody 
tomorrow, so it’s more equal this way.” (You’re coping with the injury on your wrist, what 
about your other problem?): “You mean my butt? A lot of people got carried on with what 
happened to my arm, but I think the worst part was the suspension that came through on 
my leg and that still hurts a lot. We haven’t found any broken bones or anything. I did I 
don’t know how many X-rays. They can’t find anything. It’s very painful. A piece this big 
came through my leg. I’m limping a lot. The car, I don’t have a problem because that’s 
basically it’s a part that you sit in the car and you have a ramp that you put your legs in 
to go to the pedals. And that part is clear, that’s why the suspension came through. If we 
had a seat there, maybe it wouldn’t have come through. Obviously, right now, I can’t 
have a seat there because it’s gonna hurt me a lot, so I kept it the way it was before. So, 
that part is clear, so I have no contact with the chassis with the part that is damaging my 
leg. Dallara made a big improvement, and they put a panel on the side of the car so that 
it won’t let the suspension go through again.” (How do you decide when to qualify?): “I 
let Kim Green and Eric, which is my engineer, to decide that. They told me this morning, 
making a joke, they said you look like, you know, when you hold your dog all day and 
you let him go at night and he goes running around the house? That’s the way they think 
I am. So, they said they’re going to lock me in the motor home until time for qualifying so 
that might make me go quicker.” (Kenny Brack said his mother is worried about the high 
speeds. What do you think your mother is thinking?): “My mother asked me to drive 
slow.” 
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INDY POLE QUALIFYING MOVED TO SUNDAY AFTER WASHOUT 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Saturday, May 10, 2003 – Heavy rain and thunderstorms May 
10 forced the postponement of MBNA Pole Day for the 87th Indianapolis 500 until May 
11 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

Qualifying is scheduled to start at 1 p.m. (EDT) Sunday, with practice starting at 
11 a.m. 

Pre-qualifying practice Saturday was interrupted by an accident involving Billy 
Boat. Rain started slightly more than 20 minutes after Boat’s accident as track crews 
cleaned the debris from the accident, and the track was closed within 90 minutes as 
violent thunderstorms swept through central Indiana. 

It was the first time Pole Day has been completely washed out at Indianapolis 
since 1990. 

“Obviously, I’m a little disappointed we couldn’t qualify this afternoon,” two-time 
defending race winner Helio Castroneves said. “It’s my birthday today, so I was hoping 
for a special present. 

“The Marlboro Team Penske car has been performing very well all week, and 
we were really looking forward to qualifying. Now, we’ll just have to maintain our focus 
until tomorrow when the weather is better. Maybe it’s best this way, because now I can 
try to earn the pole for my mom on Mother’s Day.” 

During morning practice, Scott Dixon turned the fastest lap at the Speedway 
since 1996, 38.5876 seconds, 233.236 mph, in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing 
Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

“I got a tow off one of the Penske cars that brought that number up,” Dixon said. 
“Still, we’re pretty confident.” 

Robby Gordon was second at 38.6334, 232.959 in the No. 27 
Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Gordon’s Andretti Green Racing 
teammate Tony Kanaan rounded out the top three at 38.7997, 231.961 in the No. 11 
Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
 1998 Indianapolis 500 pole winner Boat was transported to Methodist Hospital 
for evaluation after hitting the safety attenuator at the entrance to pit road in his No. 98 
Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. He was awake and alert. 

Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk was cleared to drive after 
crashing Friday in the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  
 
MARSH MOTHER’S DAY SCHEDULE: 
8 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open 
10-11 a.m.  IndyCar™ Series practice (two groups) 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Marsh Mother’s Day Brunch (Plaza Pavilion) 
Noon-6 p.m. MBNA Pole Qualifying 
6 p.m.  MBNA Pole Ceremony 
6:15 p.m. MBNA Pole winner’s press conference 

*** 
The Indy Racing League will provide numerous Video News Releases 

throughout the month of May to assist with your coverage of the 87th Indianapolis 500. 
The next VNR will be: 
Sunday, May 11 (Pole Day): 
 •Time:   8:15-8:30 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

*** 
The fastest lap of the month of May was turned at 9:50 a.m. May 10 by rookie 

Scott Dixon, driver of the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. Dixon turned the fastest lap at the Speedway since 1996 with a 
lap of 38.5876 seconds, 233.236 mph. 

Bruno Junqueira won the 2002 MBNA Pole for the Indianapolis 500 with a four-
lap qualifying average of 231.342 mph and a time of 2 minutes, 35.6136 seconds. His 
fastest lap was Lap 1, which was 38.8543 seconds, 231.635 mph. 

Arie Luyendyk holds the one- and four-lap track records, which he set in 1996. 
The one-lap record is 37.895, 237.498, and the four-lap record is 2:31.908, 236.986. 

*** 
  This morning’s practice session is divided into two groups based on the first 
and second half of the qualifying draw that took place May 9. 

*** 
Today’s qualifying will be broadcast live from 1-4 p.m. (EDT) and 6-7 p.m. 

(EDT) on ESPN2. 
*** 

PRACTICE REPORT (Group 1): 
At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 58 degrees with west winds at 21 mph 

and a relative humidity of 67 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 76 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

10 a.m. – GREEN. #3 Castroneves first on track. 
 10:05 a.m. – #27 Gordon fastest of the day with a lap of 230.779 mph. First lap 
past 230 mph today. 
 10:07 a.m. – #10 Scheckter brushed the SAFER Barrier on the outside 
retaining wall with the right side of the car at the exit of Turn 2. Car continued to pits. No 
noticeable damage to the car. Crew pushed car back to Gasoline Alley. 
 10:12 a.m. – GREEN. 
 10:20 a.m. – #26 Wheldon fastest of the day with a lap of 231.882 mph. 
 10:28 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of first practice group.  
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 

Top Five Drivers of First Practice Group 
  No.   

   

   

   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 26 Dan Wheldon (R) 

 
Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 231.882 mph 

 2 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 231.206
3 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/ Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.847 
4 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.659 
5 32 Tony Renna (R) Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T.F 229.240 
(R) – Rookie; (W) - Former Winner  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (Group 2): 
 10:30 a.m. – GREEN. 
 10:33 a.m. – IRL officials have indicated that Tomas Scheckter will be allowed 
to turn a few practice laps in the second group to test his car after he brushed the wall in 
the first group. 

TOMAS SCHECKTER: “The wind just pushed the car a little. You run so close 
to the walls here that an extra foot or two will change your line. We’re getting the car 
back out for the second session. We’ll be fine for qualifying.” 
 10:39 a.m. – YELLOW. #52 Rice stopped on warm-up lane between Turns 3 
and 4. Crew reports car ran out of fuel.  
 10:44 a.m. – GREEN. 
 10:45 a.m. – Dare on track for first time this month in #14. Team officials have 
not indicated if Dare will attempt to qualify today. Foyt is practicing in the #14T. 
 11 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of morning practice session. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of Second Practice Group 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.935 mph 
2 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 230.454 
3 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 230.062 
4 7 Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 229.518 
5 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.235 
(R) - Rookie  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of Morning Practice 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 26 Dan Wheldon (R) 

 
Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 231.882 mph 

 2 27 Robby Gordon Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 231.206
3 8T Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 230.935  
3 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/ Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 230.847 
4 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 230.659 
(R) - Rookie; (W) - Former Winner 

*** 
AIRTON DARE: “The Conseco car is working good, but it moves around in the 

corners more than last year’s car. (Dare drove a Dallara last year, and he was in the 
Panoz G Force in this practice session.) The car seems more forgiving, but I have to get 
used to that because when it moves around like that, I think to myself, ‘Oh, no.’ The way 
the wind is blowing, you can’t take all the corners the same, so I am just trying to find my 
line. I’m definitely not using it all; I’m still trying to get myself up to speed.” 

*** 
During qualifications for the MBNA Pole, drivers will take the green flag to begin 

their qualifying attempt the third time past the flag stand.  
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY: 

 
At noon, the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with west-southwest winds 

at 25 mph and a relative humidity of 59 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 76 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 
Noon  #24 ROBBIE BUHL/Cleveland 
    Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold - D/C/F 
     
 QA-1   1 – 40.0990 – 224.444 Q - 1 
    2 – 40.1478 – 224.172  
    3 – 40.1211 – 224.321  
    4 – 40.0820 – 224.540
    T 2:40.4499 – 224.369 
 
12:05 p.m. #32 TONY RENNA/Deland, Fla. 
    Cure Autism Now/ HomeMed - D/T/F 
 
 QA-2   1 – 39.2786 – 229.132  Q - 2 
    2 – 39.3542 – 228.692 
    3 – 39.3551 – 228.687 
    4 – 39.3785 – 228.551
    T 2:37.3664 – 228.765 
 
12:11 p.m. #15 KENNY BRACK/Arvika, Sweden 
    Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer - D/H/F 
 
 QA-3   1 – 39.1679 – 229.780  Q - 3 
    2 – 39.2181 – 229.486 
    3 – 39.2605 – 229.238 
    4 – 39.2100 – 229.533
    T 2:36.8565 – 229.509 
 
12:16 p.m. #26 DAN WHELDON/Emberton, England 
    Klein Tools/Jim Beam - D/H/F 
     
 QA-4   1 – 39.1351 – 229.973 Q - 4 
    2 – 39.1768 – 229.728 
    3 – 39.1191 – 230.067 
    4 – 39.1193 – 230.065
    T 2:36.5503 – 229.958 
 
12:21 p.m. #31T AL UNSER JR./Albuquerque, N.M. 
    Corteco - D/T/F 
     
 QA-5   1 – 39.8643 – 225.766  Q - 5 
    2 – 39.8392 – 225.908 
    3 – 39.7079 – 226.655 
    4 – 39.6803 – 226.813
    T 2:39.0917 – 226.285 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
12:27 p.m. #4 SAM HORNISH JR./Defiance, Ohio 
    Pennzoil Panther - D/C/F 
 
 QA-6   1 – 39.7257 – 226.554  Q - 6 
    2 – 39.7567 – 226.377 
    3 – 39.8274 – 225.975 
    4 – 39.8237 – 225.996
    T 2:39.1335 – 226.225 
 
12:32 p.m. #9 SCOTT DIXON/Auckland, New Zealand 
    Target Chip Ganassi Racing - G/T/F 
 
 QA-7   1 – 39.0603 – 230.413  Q - 7 
    2 – 39.1175 – 230.076 
    3 – 39.1194 – 230.065 
    4 – 39.1575 – 229.841
    T 2:36.4547 – 230.099 
 
12:38 p.m. #55 ROGER YASUKAWA/Los Angeles 
    Panasonic ARTA - D/H/F 
 
 QA-8   1 – 39.3756 – 228.568  Q - 8 
    2 – 39.3880 – 228.496 
    3 – 39.3555 – 228.685 
    4 – 39.3773 – 228.558
    T 2:37.4964 – 228.577 
 
#55 Yasukawa stalled leaving pits. Crew refired car, and Yasukawa made qualifying 
attempt. 
 
12:44 p.m. #27 ROBBY GORDON/Orange, Calif. 
    Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola - D/H/F 
 
 QA-9   1 – 39.3307 – 228.829  Q - 9 
    2 – 39.0407 – 230.529 
    3 – 39.0139 – 230.687 
    4 – 38.9969 – 230.788
    T 2:36.3822 – 230.205 
 
12:48 p.m. #52 BUDDY RICE/Phoenix 
    Red Bull Cheever Racing - D/C/F 
 
 QA-10   1 – 39.8071 – 226.090  Q - 10 
    2 – 39.8563 – 225.811 
    3 – 39.7663 – 226.322 
    4 – 39.7125 – 226.629
    T 2:39.1422 – 226.213 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
12:55 p.m. #14T A.J. FOYT IV/Hockley, Texas 
    Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing - D/T/F 
 
 QA-11   1 – Spun in Turn 2   UA - 1 
 
 A.J. Foyt IV, driver of the No. 14T Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone, did a 180-degree spin exiting Turn 2 on his first qualifying lap. 
The car did not make contact with the wall, coasted backward down the backstretch and 
came to a stop facing backward near the end of the backstretch. Foyt climbed from the 
car without assistance.  

 
1:06 p.m. #8T SCOTT SHARP/Norwalk, Conn. 
    Delphi - D/T/F 
 
 On his second warm-up lap, Scott Sharp, driver No. 8 Delphi 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone, did a quarter-spin to the left in Turn 2. The car then did a 
quarter-spin to the right, and the right side of the car made contact with the SAFER 
Barrier on the outside retaining wall in Turn 2. The car slid along the wall and came to 
rest against the outside retaining wall along the backstretch. Sharp climbed from the car 
without assistance.  
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League : Scott Sharp has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. 
He is cleared to drive.  

SCOTT SHARP: “I don’t really know what happened. The car got light and sort 
of snapped out. I was surprised and just couldn’t believe it. Here we are, we have to 
rebound from it.” 
 
1:21 p.m. #2  JAQUES LAZIER/Vail, Colo. 
    Menards/Johns Manville - D/C/F 
 
 QA-12   1 – 40.1377 – 224.228  Q - 11 
    2 – 39.7669 – 226.319 
    3 – 39.6961 – 226.723 
    4 – 39.7091 – 226.648
    T 2:39.3098 – 225.975 

*** 
 A.J. FOYT IV: “My front end was dragging on my warm-up laps, but I didn't 
think it would affect my run. It just broke loose on me coming off of Turn 2. I’m lucky it 
stayed out of the wall so we can try to qualify again later. I was really lucky to stay out of 
the wall. Probably if I had spun a little earlier, I would have been in the wall. God was on 
my side and kept me out of the fence. We’ll try to qualify again.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
1:26 p.m. #7 MICHAEL ANDRETTI/Nazareth, Pa. 
    Team 7-Eleven - D/H/F 
 
 QA-13   1 – 39.7121 – 226.631  Q - 12 
    2 – 39.3926 – 228.469 
    3 – 39.4746 – 227.995 
    4 – 39.4961 – 227.871
    T 2:38.0754 – 227.739 
 
1:31 p.m. #12 TORA TAKAGI/Shizuoka, Japan 
    Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing - G/T/F 
 
 QA-14   1 – 39.1510 – 229.879  Q - 13 
    2 – 39.1766 – 229.729 
    3 – 39.2318 – 229.406 
    4 – 39.4004 – 228.424
    T 2:36.9598 – 229.358 
 
1:38 p.m. #91 BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo. 
    Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness - D/C/F 
 
 QA-15   1 – 40.0565 – 224.683  UA - 1 
    2 – 40.0660 – 224.629 
    3 – 40.0506 – 224.716 
    4 – waved off  
 
1:44 p.m. #23 SARAH FISHER/Commercial Point, Ohio 
    TBA - D/C/F 
 
 QA-16   1 – 40.5366 – 222.022  UA - 1 
    2 – waved off  

*** 
 One trip has been made through the original qualifying line. The line is now 
open for presentation by any car.  

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 1:55 p.m., the ambient temperature was 53 degrees with west-southwest 
winds at 25 mph and a relative humidity of 64 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 73 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 1:57 p.m. – GREEN. #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #11 Kanaan, #13 Ray and 
#21 Giaffone immediately on track.  
 2:04 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 2:06 p.m. – GREEN.  
 2:32 p.m. – YELLOW. #11 Kanaan in qualifying tech line.  
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 

More than 50 percent of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway was affected by a 
brief power outage when a high-voltage line outside of the speedway failed, said Kevin 
Forbes, IMS director of engineering and construction. Indianapolis Power and Light 
reported that the outage was a result of possible lightning damage from Saturday’s 
storms, Forbes said. IPL officials believe a lightning arrestor was damaged Saturday but 
failed today. 

The Bombardier Pagoda, the MCI Media Center, the Gasoline Alley Suites, the 
TV compound and parts of Gasoline Alley were affected by the outage. Indy Racing 
League Timing and Scoring uses a battery backup system, so qualifications were not 
delayed, Forbes said. 

KEVIN FORBES: “The power outage was only out for about two seconds, but it 
took us a few more minutes to send men out around the Speedway to reset some of the 
breakers.” 

*** 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
2:41 p.m. #11 TONY KANAAN/Salvador, Bahia, Brazil 
    Team 7-Eleven - D/H/F 
 
 QA-17   1 – 38.9164 – 231.265  Q - 14 
    2 – 38.9300 – 231.184 
    3 – 39.0000 – 230.769 
    4 – 38.9936 – 230.807
    T 2:35.8400 – 231.006 
 
2:54 p.m. #10 TOMAS SCHECKTER/Cape Town, South Africa 
    Target Chip Ganassi Racing - G/T/F 
 
 QA-18   1 – 39.4133 – 228.349  Q - 15 
    2 – 39.5125 – 227.776 
    3 – 39.5396 – 227.620 
    4 – 39.5898 – 227.331
    T 2:38.0552 – 227.769 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 3:02 p.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with west-southwest 
winds at 27 mph and a relative humidity of 62 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 73 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 3:03 p.m. – GREEN. #54 Nakano and #21 Giaffone on track immediately. 

*** 
A special media event that will introduce Kenny Brack’s new rock ‘n roll cover 

band will be conducted by Pioneer at 4:30 p.m. May 13 at Ike and Jonesy’s Bar, 17 
Jackson Place in downtown Indianapolis. Brack, the 1999 Indianapolis 500 winner and 
1998 IRL IndyCar Series champion, is the lead guitarist for the seven-member 
Indianapolis-based band named “Kenny Brack and the Subwoofers.” The band will play 
a one-hour set featuring songs from the Rolling Stones, ZZ Top, The Clash and Aretha 
Franklin. This is a media and VIP event only. 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:15 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 3:17 p.m. – GREEN.  
 3:39 p.m. – YELLOW. #21 Giaffone in qualifying technical inspection line. 

*** 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 

At 3:40 p.m., the ambient temperature was 58 degrees with west-southwest 
winds at 25 mph and a relative humidity of 62 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 71 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 
3:48 p.m. #21 FELIPE GIAFFONE/Sao Paulo, Brazil 
    Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing - G/T/F 
 
 QA-19   1 – 39.5414 – 227.610  Q - 16 
    2 – 39.6175 – 227.172 
    3 – 39.6613 – 226.921 
    4 – 39.6237 – 227.137
    T 2:38.4439 – 227.210 
 
3:53 p.m. #91 BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo. 
    Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness - D/C/F 
 
    Waved off on second warm-up lap. 
 
3:56 p.m. #13 GREG RAY/Plano, Texas 
    TrimSpa Special - G/H/F 
 
 QA-20   1 – 39.4284 – 228.262  UA - 1 

2 – Pulled into pits. Ray thought he heard something wrong 
with car, crew reported. Crew’s inspection of the car found no 
problems.  

 
4:04 p.m. #23 SARAH FISHER/Commercial Point, Ohio 
    TBA - D/C/F 
 
 QA-21   1 – 40.1459 – 224.182  Q - 17 
    2 – 40.1437 – 224.195 
    3 – 40.1399 – 224.216 
    4 – 40.1632 – 224.086
    T 2:40.5927 – 224.170 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 4:13 p.m. – GREEN. #8 Sharp on track.  
 4:28 p.m. – YELLOW. #3 Castroneves in qualifying technical inspection line.  
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 

At 4:30 p.m., the ambient temperature was 58 degrees with west-southwest 
winds at 26 mph and a relative humidity of 69 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 71 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 
4:36 p.m. #3 HELIO CASTRONEVES/Sao Paulo, Brazil 
    Marlboro Team Penske - D/T/F 
 
 QA-22   1 – 38.8479 – 231.673  Q - 18 
    2 – 38.7572 – 232.215 
    3 – 38.8792 – 231.486 
    4 – 38.8721 – 231.529
    T 2:35.3564 – 231.725 
 
 #3 Castroneves’ four-lap average speed of 231.725 mph was faster than the 
MBNA Pole average speed from the 2002 Indianapolis 500, 231.342 mph, by Bruno 
Junqueira. 
 
4:42 p.m. #54 SHINJI NAKANO/Osaka, Japan 
    Beard Papa’s - D/H/F 
 
 QA-23   1 – 39.6341 – 227.077  Q - 19 
    2 – 39.5472 – 227.576 
    3 – 39.5561 – 227.525 
    4 – 39.6978 – 226.713
    T 2:38.4352 – 227.222 
 
4:47 p.m. #13 GREG RAY/Plano, Texas 
    TrimSpa Special - G/H/F 
 
 QA-24   1 – 39.6629 – 226.912  Q - 20 
    2 – 39.5488 – 227.567 
    3 – 39.4198 – 228.312 
    4 – 39.7581 – 226.369
    T 2:38.3896 – 227.288 
 
4:53 p.m. #14T A.J. FOYT IV/Hockley, Texas 
    Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing - D/T/F 
 
 QA-25   1 – 40.2258 – 223.737  Q - 21 
    2 – 40.0568 – 224.681 
    3 – 40.0191 – 224.893 
    4 – 40.2855 – 223.405
    T 2:40.5872 – 224.177 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
4:59 p.m. #91 BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo. 
    Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness - D/C/F 
 
 QA-26   1 – 39.9807 – 225.109  Q - 22 
    2 – 40.0580 – 224.674 
    3 – 39.9844 – 225.088 
    4 – 40.0409 – 224.770
    T 2:40.0640 – 224.910 
 
5:06 p.m. #6 GIL DE FERRAN/Sao Paulo, Brazil 
    Marlboro Team Penske - G/T/F 
 
 QA-27   1 – 39.3864 – 228.505  Q - 23 
    2 – 39.3171 – 228.908 
    3 – 39.3467 – 228.736 
    4 – 39.4071 – 228.385
    T 2:37.4573 – 228.633 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:12 p.m. – GREEN. #8 Sharp on track.  

*** 
Arie Luyendyk, driver of the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone, did not attempt to qualify today.  
ARIE LUYENDYK: “I’m not comfortable in the car, and I wasn’t feeling too 

confident. The wind was throwing the car around so much in practice this morning that I 
even got a little sideways at one point. It was then I decided that it’s not the most ideal 
conditions to get back into the car after a crash like we had on Friday. You definitely 
need confidence to get around here with any kind of speed, and it just wasn’t going to 
happen for us today. I haven’t been able to focus all too well since the crash. And my 
back muscles hurt a great deal, right between the shoulder blades. I think the best thing 
to do is to take a couple of days off to get my body back as close to 100 percent as 
possible, and then take a few days to work on getting the Meijer car back up to speed 
before trying to put it in the show on Sunday. You can win this race from anywhere on 
the grid, so we’re not worried.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:38 p.m. – YELLOW. #8 Sharp in qualifying inspection line.  
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
MBNA POLE QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 

At 5:30 p.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with west-southwest 
winds at 26 mph and a relative humidity of 57 percent. Skies were cloudy.  
 
5:44 p.m. #8 SCOTT SHARP/Norwalk, Conn. 
    Delphi - D/T/F 
 
 QA-28   1 – 39.4293 – 228.257  Q - 24 
    2 – 39.2643 – 229.216 
    3 – 39.2607 – 229.237 
    4 – 39.4191 – 228.316
    T 2:37.3734 – 228.755 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:53 p.m. – GREEN. No cars on track.  
 6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of pole qualifying for the 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile 
Race. Helio Castroneves, driver of the No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone, wins the MBNA Pole.  

*** 
POST QUALIFYING NOTES: 
•This year marks the fourth time that each driver on the front row has had a four-lap 
average of more than 230 mph. The other years that the front row all averaged more 
than 230 mph were 1995, 1996 and 2002.  
•This is Helio Castroneves’ first career Indianapolis 500 pole. It is the second time he 
has won the MBNA Pole for an IRL IndyCar Series event. He won from the MBNA Pole 
in 2002 at Phoenix.  
•Helio Castroneves’ MBNA Pole today was the 12th Indianapolis 500 pole for Penske 
Racing. Other drivers who won poles for Penske: Rick Mears (1979, 1982, 1986, 1988-
89, 1991), Tom Sneva (1977-78), Bobby Unser (1981), Emerson Fittipaldi (1990), Al 
Unser Jr. (1994).  
•Penske drivers have won the Indianapolis 500 from the pole five times. Rick Mears 
(1979, 1988, 1991), Bobby Unser (1981), Al Unser Jr. (1994) 
•The last time a defending ‘500’ champion won the pole for the next year’s race was 
when 1989 winner Emerson Fittipaldi won the pole for the 1990 Indianapolis 500.  
•Helio Castroneves’ became the first back-to-back ‘500’ winner to win the pole for the 
race in which he was attempting to win three consecutive races. The previous best start 
for a driver attempting to win three ‘500s’ in a row was third by Wilbur Shaw in 1941. 
Shaw scored consecutive victories in 1939-40.  
•The last time car No. 3 won the pole for the Indianapolis 500 was when Rick Mears won 
the pole in 1991. Mears went on to win the race. Before that, the last time No. 3 was on 
the pole was 1981 with Bobby Unser, and Unser also went onto win the race. Both 
drivers were driving for Roger Penske. Prior to Unser, the last time car No. 3 won the 
pole was 1946 when Cliff Bergere started from the pole and finished 16th.  
•Tony Kanaan qualified second today, his best career Indianapolis 500 qualifying effort. 
He started fifth in 2002 as a rookie.  
•Robby Gordon qualified third today, tying his best career qualifying effort. He started 
third in 2001.  
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING NOTES: (cont.): 
 
•Helio Castroneves’ four-lap average speed of 231.725 mph was faster than the MBNA 
Pole average speed from the 2002 Indianapolis 500, 231.342 mph, by Bruno Junqueira. 
•Tony Renna was the first driver in Indianapolis 500 history to complete a qualification 
attempt with a Toyota engine.  
•Tony Kanaan qualified second today, the best qualifying effort by a Honda engine in 
Indianapolis 500 history. The previous best was third by Scott Goodyear in 1995.  
•Helio Castroneves won the MBNA Pole today with using a Dallara chassis and a 
Toyota engine. It was the first Indianapolis 500 pole for Toyota. The last time a Dallara 
chassis won the MBNA Pole at Indianapolis was in 2001 when Scott Sharp won the 
pole.  
•Helio Castroneves began his pole-winning attempt at 4:36 p.m. today. The last time that 
a driver won the pole with a qualifying attempt that late in the day was when Scott 
Brayton won the pole in 1996. He began his attempt at 5:42 p.m., although pole 
qualifying did not start until 2 p.m. because of morning rain. The team withdrew a car 
Brayton had qualified earlier in the day, and Brayton won the pole in a backup car.  
•Toyota engines powered both the fastest Dallara chassis and Panoz G Force chassis 
today.  
• Toyota became the first Japanese engine manufacturer to won the MBNA Pole for the 
Indianapolis 500.  

*** 
POST QUALIFYING QUICK QUOTES: 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “This one of the best days of my life. It’s fantastic. It’s a 
dream come true. That guy upstairs made it happen, trust me. When I saw those guys 
doing 231-232 (mph), I said ‘Hey guys, let’s go and do what we were going to do.’ Tim 
Cindric (Penske Racing president) said, ‘Let’s take a chance.’ I said: ‘The last time we 
took a chance like that, we walked out of here with a big smile on our face. That guy is 
the man.” (About winning three consecutive races): “Hey, step by step. Let’s enjoy this 
moment. It’s been awesome. I’m extremely happy.” (Were you feeling pressure today?) 
“Actually not, because I didn’t know I had that fast of a car. I knew it would turn the 
speeds but not for four laps. All of a sudden I think the cold weather helped the tires. Oh 
my God, I’m just so happy. The team has been working so hard, they deserve that. We 
brought two chassis here. We’ve been going back and forth all the time, and to have a 
result like that in kind of the last hours is just incredible. I’m thankful for every single guy. 
I tell you that 232 (mph) I’m sure the guy upstairs and all the saints upstairs helped me to 
push the car.” (About nice Mother’s Day present): “She is very happy right now. She’s 
been supportive. She’s been awesome, my dad, my sister wow, just an incredible day.” 
 ROGER PENSKE (Owner, Penske Racing): “Well, it’s unbelievable when you 
think about coming here to Indianapolis and just seeing everything that goes on. And 
today, the wind this morning, we just weren’t comfortable this morning, wanting to run as 
clear as we had to to get the speed we wanted. We just made the decision, we’ve done 
it before with Mears, and said let’s wait and make that decision because we had a full 
day of good weather. It was going to be cold and windy, and we had a chance to 
understand what it’s all about. And Helio just kept tuning it and tuning it, and we got 
there.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUICK QUOTES (cont.): 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The car had a big push in Turns 1 and 2 on my last warm-
up lap, and that hurt my momentum on the first lap. My first lap was OK, but I just didn't 
have the momentum for the first half of the lap. The Archipelago/Motorola car was really 
good today. We never talked about waving off the run. We took a half-turn out of the 
front wing after practice this morning, and I think that was the difference in qualifying 
today.” 
 TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (Was that 
payback for the putting a cake in Helio’s face yesterday on his birthday?): “I think so. He 
said we can now share the cake. It’s all good. We’ve been racing against each other for 
20 years. I know he was a very high potential to be on the pole, to take me out. He did a 
great job. I’m happy with second right now. I think we’ll be a pretty good front row. We’ll 
see, the whole 7-Eleven team did a great job. I need to thank the doctors who put me 
back together so quickly.” (How disappointing is it to lose the pole?): “I think you have to 
look at the facts. There’s always somebody better than you. If you look at the statistics, 
four races and four front rows, there was two firsts and two seconds. I think it’s a pretty 
strong run.” (About Penske’s decision to go later in the day, do you think there was any 
advantage?): “I don’t think so. I just think they didn’t have the car right, and they needed 
that extra time like I did to figure it out. As soon as I felt I had the car, I went for it, and I 
think they did the same.” 

*** 
  The front row photo shoot will take place at 8 a.m. Monday on the front 
straightaway of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  

*** 
A total of 54 cars are now at the Speedway, and 54 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 30 drivers on the track to date. Today there were 15 
caution periods for 1 hour and 20 minutes. Fifty-five drivers have passed their physicals.  

*** 
 There is no on-track activity scheduled for May 12-13. The next time cars will 
be on track will be IndyCar Series practice from 11 a.m.- 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 14.  

*** 
The inaugural Freedom 100 Infiniti Pro Series race will take place May 17, the 

final Indianapolis 500 practice day before Bump Day. The first 3,000 fans to the plaza 
area will receive a free Indy 500 visor courtesy of Coca-Cola. 

There also will be contemporary Christian music on the plaza stage, with “One 
5 Oh” at 11:30 a.m., “Paul Colman Trio” at 12:30 p.m. and “Mercy Me” at 3:30 p.m. Local 
artists from the Indianapolis Art Center’s ArtReach program will play host to a craft table 
for kids in the plaza from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

*** 
The Front Row party will take place from 8 p.m.-3 a.m. (EST) May 20 at Rock 

Lobster and Mineshaft Saloon, 812-820 Broad Ripple Ave., Indianapolis. 
Rock Lobster will have music provided by “Dave and Rae” from 8 p.m.-1:30 

a.m., and Mineshaft will have “Front Row Karaoke” from 8 p.m.-3 a.m. There will also be 
an auction with proceeds going to the “Racing for Kids” charity. Cover charge is $5. Call 
(317) 253-5844 for more information. 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING AWARDS: 
 The MBNA Pole Award of $100,000 heads the list of qualifying awards for the 
2003 Indianapolis 500. Other awards include: 
 Sony Disc Manufacturing/DADC “Survivor” Award -- $20,000 (Awarded to the 
team that survives Bump Day qualifying; Winning team also receives a Sony big screen 
TV, Sony DVD player and Sony surround sound system.  
 Miller Lite “Inside Track” Award – $16,500 ($1,500 to the team of each 
driver who has a starting position on the inside of their row, 11 total) 
 American Dairy Association “Fastest Qualifying Rookie” Award – $5,000 (ADA 
also offers $5,000 to the team of the race winner and $500 to the winning mechanic. 
$10,500 total money awarded) 

Mi-Jack “Top Performance” Award –  $5,000 (Awarded to the team of the driver 
who records thefastest single qualifying lap) 

Buildings To Go “Most Consistent Qualifier” Award. – $5,000 (Awarded to the 
team of the rookie driver who records the four most consistent lap times in qualifying)  

Essex Credit “Most Consistent Qualifier” Award. – $5,000 (Awarded to the team 
of the rookie driver who records the four most consistent lap times in qualifying)  

Grady Brothers “Fastest Second Day Qualifier” Award – $5,000 (Award to the 
fastest second-day qualifier) 

Gregory & Appel, Inc. “Youngest Driver” Award – $5,000 (Awarded to the team 
of the youngest driver to qualify for the race) 

Snap-On/ “Top Wrench” Award – $5,000  (Plus commemorative tool box and 
custom ring) 

*** 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES: 
 

TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I think we’re pretty satisfied with that. Really and truly, at 
the end of the day, that’s pretty much where we figured we’d be. We had put in some 
bigger laps earlier in the week. We ran a 229 (mph) on the first lap, and we could do that 
pretty much with every run this week when we were in qualifying trim. We focused our 
efforts all this week on race setup so we put a day and a half into qualifying trim. To be 
where we’re at (is) pretty good. We’re solidly in the show. Qualifying wasn’t too big of a 
concern for us. We knew weren’t going to go for pole. Obviously, we were a little 
concerned about the wind this morning – it was really, really gusty. I think a lot of guys 
were looking at one another saying, ‘What the hell’s going on out there?’ But the car was 
great, we had no issues with the wind, and it performed well.” (About his expectations for 
the race as a rookie): “I think, ultimately, we’re here for the same reasons as everyone 
else, to win the race. Certainly, as a rookie I feel I have a lot to learn. My goal is to go out 
there and complete every lap of the race, stay on the lead laps, be flawless in the pits. I 
haven’t been in the car as much as other guys, but this is nothing new to me, getting in 
at the last minute. I just want to focus on going out there and getting my first ‘500’ under 
my belt, certainly with hopes that there are many more to come, and if things go our way, 
maybe we can be a dark horse in this deal. Kelley Racing has a history here at the 
Speedway as being very successful and very quick.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “During the whole week leading up to today 224 was the 
target we had set for ourselves. We would have struggled with a 223. Sure, it’s 
disheartening to see the other guys do 229’s, but we have the car as trimmed out as 
much as we can and that’s it. We did what we wanted to do in the window that we had. 
Now it’s time to focus on getting the car set up for the race. Qualifying for this race is like 
no other experience in motorsports that I’ve ever had. I usually hold a little back for 
qualifying, but this week I didn’t do any of that, I gave it everything I had. I can sleep 
tonight with a 224 average. I don’t know, maybe I’ll be getting my backup car out next 
weekend. We’ll see.” 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“First of all, I’d like to express my delight at being at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
It’s a pleasure to drive around – when the car’s right. Fortunately, my Andretti Green 
Racing team have given me a fantastic car leading into this qualifying day. And certainly, 
with the help of Michael Andretti, Tony Kanaan and Robby Gordon, it’s been strong. 
Very happy to be on the front row. Obviously, it’s to my nature to want to be on pole, and 
I’m kind of used to being on the top of the charts, so it sucks to see you (the media) in 
third. Nonetheless, I’ve enjoyed myself immensely, and my Klein Tools/Jim Beam crew 
has done an excellent job. It’s just been a pleasure to drive the car because it’s always 
been good no matter what the conditions, what wind speed, what temperature. It’s been 
very, very competitive and a joy to drive.” 
 
 BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “I think it’s pretty good. It’s the same times we’ve been 
running pretty much all week long. We’ve been trying to make improvements, but we can 
pretty much trim the car out only so much to go so fast, and right now we’ve got 
everything off the car we can get off. The car was good, though: It was easy flat for us – 
no problem all the way around.” (About the weather conditions today): “This morning was 
worse because of the gusts, but when I went out the conditions were the same – it was 
pretty constant. There was a little bit of a gust through (Turns) 1 and 2 on my second 
qualifying lap, but it didn’t upset the car or anything. Our car was stuck; it was pretty well 
flat all the way.” (You don’t have the power in qualifying, but will that be neutralized in a 
race setting?): “I think it will definitely help in race setting, because once you get in the 
draft. It will be a big help when we get out there and the wind’s swirling and get in the 
draft. We can put some bigger gears in. Obviously, Sam (Hornish Jr.), myself and even 
Jaques (Lazier) – we’ve all had some big gears in, and we’ve run some big numbers, but 
those weren’t by ourselves. Because we’ll be starting a little further back, we’ll put in 
some big gears. We’ll make sure we have the drafting capabilities to keep up with the 
leaders. We’ll just have to see what happens. It should be tricky on how we work our 
strategy – I think we’ll start working on it next week. Because of the way we qualified I 
think we’re solidly in, so we won’t concern ourselves with qualifying setups.” (Did your 
boss give you any advice on how to prepare mentally for today after the washout 
yesterday?): “Not really. Eddie always has something to say. For that he has good 
advice, but he just said go with my normal deal.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The wind will play a factor big-time today because it’s 
gusting. Looking at the weather forecast, it’s supposed to get worse. I think it’s getting a 
little better, but it’s a gamble. I had a pretty bad third lap where two gust winds caught 
my car in Turn 1 and Turn 3, as well, and moved it up about 2 feet on the track, so I 
would say it was pretty gusty, at least when I went out.” (About trying to time when to go 
out to go for the pole): “We felt that we have a car that’s a top-six, top-eight car. With a 
little bit of luck, you can get on pole but probably not. And when you’re third in line, you 
just have to wait to see what the conditions do.” (About Race Day strategies): “It 
depends a lot on what happens Race Day. I think that you can win this race from any 
row, it’s just that starting up front somewhere is going to be easier in the beginning of the 
race. I won here in ‘99 from I think eighth starting position. So, starting position is good if 
you can get the pole because it’s a little race in itself. But if you can’t do that, it doesn’t 
really matter, because if you can get through the first few laps, it doesn’t matter. (Which 
end of track gave you most trouble?): “Turn 1 and Turn 3 were worst for me. Turn 2 is 
always bad, too, when the wind is like that, but Turn 1 is where I moved the car up and 
Turn 3 it wouldn’t turn in, so those two corners were worst.” 
 

ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“It was definitely nerve-racking. I usually don’t get nervous when I’m driving. It was about 
the same going into the car and going out of the pits, but as soon as I saw the green, I 
was like: ‘Uh-oh. I have to keep my brakes off for four laps.’ The car was good. I think we 
were a little bit conservative with it because it was very windy, and the track felt different 
this morning. So we made the car a little stable, and that’s why we were probably losing 
a bit of speed compared to the faster guys. Again, I think we worked really hard on our 
platform of our car, the mechanical side of it, during the week, and I think it showed by 
the times being really consistent. We still have two more weeks to think about Race Day. 
We just have to see how the weather plays with us and make sure the car is good all the 
time. Once we know where we’re going to start on Sunday in two weeks time, I guess 
our aim is to finish the race. If we could finish up front, that’s great, but our ultimate thing 
is to finish.” (About getting advice about the conditions): “Actually I’ve been getting a lot 
of help from Tom Anderson as well as John Dick, my engineer, and also John Martin, 
who’s spotting for me this month. I do get a lot of advice from them, as well as my ex-
spotter Alex Barron. He gives me a lot of advice every time I go out. That certainly has 
been a great help.” (What advice did they give?): “Basically, the first couple of laps, be 
careful. Make sure how the car feels, how the track is going to be, and how the wind is 
going to affect the car. It’s really hard to tell how it’s going to be, depending on the wind 
direction. At the same time, the wind is not consistent. One lap it’s very strong; the other 
lap it’s OK. So, they could give you a lot of advice, but I think it comes down to the driver 
going out there and feeling the car and the conditions. Today was difficult because it was 
not consistent every lap. For my qualifying run, I think the first two laps felt great, and the 
third and fourth laps, I said, ‘OK, I could get really close to the wall.’ Going through Turn 
3, the car started to move around a bit. So, I was like, ‘OK, I think I still have to stay on 
top of it.’ Condition here is the most difficult thing just because the driver has to have 
enough experience on how the track is going to react and also (how) the car is going to 
react.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Really, what we 
were after today, during the month I hadn’t put any (2)29s out there, and we started 
trimming out the car Wednesday and Thursday, and really, it wasn’t liking it at all. You’re 
just too much on edge. We tried to work with it, and it just wasn’t there. So we got out 
there Friday, tried to put it back which we did, and (2)26s, (2)27s, is what we were really 
chasing after, (2)28 maybe for a top speed. Then the rain came yesterday. It was hot, 
and with the conditions, I wasn’t really happy with the way the car was working because 
again we tried to trim it out. Then went out there this morning, and the way that the wind 
is blowing and all that kind of stuff, I wasn’t really happy with the car again this morning. 
So we put in a little bit of downforce in it from yesterday. A speed that we were talking 
about that we wouldn’t take, anything in the (2)24s is what I did not want to take. So we 
figured anything (2)25.0 (mph) up we’d be looking pretty good, and we ended up in the 
(2)26s, so it was good.” (About Renna’s performance): “Tony’s been really, really good, 
actually. He takes it very methodically. He takes his steps one step at a time. He’s not 
overly aggressive out there. He’s just taking it day by day and learning as much as he 
can about his car. He’s gradually built up the speed chart and went out there and put 
four real good laps together. Tony’s doing a super job.” (About wind): “This morning it 
was huge. We had the thing pretty trimmed out. What’s going on actually is the gusts. 
The gusts are what’s catching you out. If it was a consistent wind, then you can deal with 
that as long as it’s the same every lap. But the way that it’s gusting out there, you can go 
through Turn 2, really is the worst corner, you can go through there one lap and lose the 
front end right from entry and all the way through the corner, then you come back around 
and go through it again and you’re dead loose. It’s just the way the gusts are affecting 
the corners out there. Mainly Turn 2 and Turn 3, (Turn) 2 being the worst one. You’ve 
seen so far we had A.J. (Foyt IV) spin and now my teammate over in Turn 2. You just 
don’t know what it’s going to do. When you’re all trimmed out, your conditions are worse. 
We decided I didn’t have a shot at the front row or the second row, basically, so the best 
thing to do is to put this thing in. As long as you’re in it, you can win it. So that’s what we 
decided to do.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “If we lose the pole, the team can put the blame on me 
because I was definitely too conservative on my warm-up lap coming to Lap 1, and I 
didn’t have enough speed coming to the line. If we get beat, I’ll chalk that one up to 
being too conservative, but that’s kind of how we’re going to race this race. We’ve 
always been around at the end of them unless we’ve had motor problems or caught on 
fire or run out of fuel. At all those races, we’ve been in the top five at all those times. So, 
we normally race really good here. I’ve always been a better racer at Indianapolis than a 
qualifier. And if we happen to get the pole this year, I’m really excited and really happy, 
but we’ve got a long afternoon to go. We’re not going to count our chickens before they 
hatch, that’s for sure, but we’ll kind of get them lined up at least.” (Did qualifying today 
require more bravery today than other times, given the wind?): “Yeah, it did, but if you 
knew what we really had for rear wing yesterday and what we went out with today, you’d 
say, ‘Huh, guys are pretty conservative down there.’ And we did that because we’re not 
in a position to write off a race car. They’re going off to a test. I think Bryan Herta is 
going to test this week, so my car was gone already. I already asked them to pull the 
back half off this one and put it on the other one so that in case they beat us we could go 
out there and, you know, hold my breath for four more of them, but they said the car was 
in the trailer. I didn’t even know that, but that’s good.” (Is it in your nature to be 
conservative, since you’ve always been a pretty wide-open guy?): “My wide open is just 
a little more wide open than everybody else, so when I come back conservative, that’s 
like everybody else’s wide open.” (About the start of the race): “Most of the accidents 
happen normally around Row 4, 5, 6. As the pole sitter, you don’t sit in the ideal position 
for Turn 1. You’re basically in the corner way low. If we sit on the pole, we’ll have to get a 
good jump on them so I can move to the high side before we get to (Turn) 1. That’s my 
prerogative. I can dictate the pace of the race. I learned this from Rick Mears: You can’t 
go out into the first turn and throw the whole race away. You gotta be around at the end.” 
(About logistics of doing both races): “We’re also probably going to bring up to 200 fans 
along with us, so we’ve got not only our logistics, we’ve got logistics worked out for 200 
other people through police escorts and busses, and we charter commercial airliners so 
they can do both races with us. I think we’ve got it down to a science. Last year, we took 
65 of them (and) myself, (Winston Cup team owner) Richard Childress and my doctor. 
The only reason I bring a doctor is for an IV, and last year I brought a doctor and didn’t 
even use it. This year I will use it just because last year I got stomach cramps. I think I 
got stomach cramps because driving an Indy car is different from driving a stock car. 
You get shoved in the corner, kind of through the seat banked into the corner, where 
here it’s all lateral Gs, and I think I used up some muscles in my stomach from the G 
forces sideways, and I’m not used to using those muscles. If I were racing Indy cars full 
time, I’d probably use them, but I don’t think it’s something you can work out and do. 
From your waist to your shoulders, you kind of get pushed out in the middle and I got 
some cramps in my stomach, so hopefully taking an IV will help that. Plus I’m using 
some other chemical products so I don't sweat too much and don’t dehydrate.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We knew that we pretty much didn’t have a shot for the pole today. All and all, we knew 
that we had a pretty good race car, and we should’ve been faster than what we ran. We 
ran 227.5 this morning. The car was very good. We were trimmed out as much as we 
could be. The mechanical setup of the car is very good. The Pennzoil Panther crew has 
done more engine changes, more suspension changes, more wing changes, all this stuff 
this past week, than they’ve done I think in the past two years. They’ve really put in 
some long hours and a lot of work. They work twice as hard as I do, and I’m the one that 
gets most of the credit, but sometimes that’s good, and sometimes that’s bad.” (Reflect 
on running from where ever you start?): “I say we line them up right now because in 
these weather conditions it’s probably about the best chance I’ve got. You want cold, 
you want windy. So, sorry, race fans, but this is what I want it to be like two Sundays 
from now. Honestly, the thing about it is that you have to have a very consistent race car 
to win this race. You don’t have to have the fastest car because you can be the fastest 
car all day long, and you have a bad pit stop and you go back to 10th, you can’t pass 
anybody, (and) you’re day is done. So what we’re looking to do for Race Day is have a 
very consistent car, get behind somebody that’s fast and can pass, stay there all day 
long and try to trick them at the end. But that’s easier said than done, so it’s a big 
patience thing. That’s what it’s really going to come down to. That’s what this is. It’s not a 
drag race where it’s how fast you can go. It’s patience. It’s being calm and finding out 
where your car works good at, where it doesn’t work good and how to capitalize on your 
strengths and try to eliminate your weaknesses. That’s what we’re going to work on this 
next week and Carb Day. I sure wouldn’t be here if I didn’t think we had a chance. It 
might be a long shot, but we’re still working at it.” (Has this been the most grueling month 
with the constant changes, and wondering if the car is going to stay under you each time 
they make a change?): “We’ve spent a lot of time out on the track, but not really 
compared to some of the other cars. We try to be very methodical about how we make 
our changes and that we continue to head in the right direction. To be honest, the engine 
changes and the suspension changes ate up a lot of our practice time, so that gives me 
a lot of time to go sit in the coach and reflect on what’s happened in the last couple laps, 
try to figure out how to make my line a little bit better, and really think about how to run 
this race. I’ve seen guys come from 33rd and run for the lead. Nobody’s ever won it (from 
33rd), but hopefully I don’t have to start 33rd, either.” (Has the engine situation taken a toll 
on the team?): “I guess one of my teammates sums up it best. We were at preseason 
testing down at Miami. We were off the pace, and a lot of the guys hung their heads 
down, and one of the guys said, ‘You know, we’ve been throwing punches for the past 
two years constantly, and nobody has ever been able to hit back, and now we’ve taken a 
couple, and you guys want to give up already.’ The big thing is that we’ve got to be able 
to take them as well as give them out, too. It’ll be a good character-builder this year. 
We’re not out of the championship yet. You don’t have to win a race, (and) you don’t 
have to lead a single lap to win a championship.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It 
was awful. The first lap, I almost hit the wall in Turn 2. A gust of wind just caught me. I 
thought I was going to hit the wall. I made changes in the cockpit, and I just missed it. 
From then on, I knew it just wasn’t going to happen. The rest of the three laps were 
really eventful. The car was just all over the place. I kept making adjustments in the 
cockpit, and then whatever the car did in that turn the lap before, it would do something 
different in the next. It was just really bad. We missed it. I’m real proud of the other guys. 
They did an awesome job.” (About the group dynamics of the four Andretti Green Racing 
drivers – Michael Andretti, Tony Kanaan, Dan Wheldon and Robby Gordon): “Poor Dan 
(Wheldon). Gotta keep the rookie down, you know. He takes it well and because of that 
he just fits right in with all of us. Tony’s been really brutal on him. Today he went into the 
garage. His suit was hanging up, and he couldn’t reach it so he was jumping to try to get 
it down. He’s got to have everything nice and tight. He’s very anal that way. We dumped 
his stuff all over the locker, and he just freaked out.” (About Robby Gordon’s run): “When 
the first lap time flashed up on the board, I thought, ‘No way.’ And then he put up the 
second one and I thought, ‘All right, now you’re going to need a very strong 230 (mph) to 
do it, and he just kept getting better and better, so it was really weird. It’s a shame he 
missed that first lap, because I think he would be a solid pole.” (Compare the wind gusts 
and today’s run to your previous years here.): “It’s unbelievable. I’ve been here a few 
years now, and this was the most eventful four laps I’ve ever had around this place. It’s 
days like this that make me glad I’m retiring.” (Are you keeping too busy to let the idea of 
this being the last race hit your mind yet?): “People keep asking me, ‘What’s it feel like to 
know this is your last qualifying run?’ I’m just as nervous as I’ve ever been. You know, 
there’s just something about this place and qualifying. It seems like all week long, 
everything is fine, fine, fine, and then it comes to qualifying, and Mother Nature does 
something weird that makes you wonder what the car is going to be like going out, and 
you get all excited and nervous, and this year’s no different. So that’s all my focus has 
been on. It wasn’t even on that it was my last time out.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone, asked about his run): “It was a very fast time.” (Due to the 
power failure at IMS that occurred during your qualifying attempt, was there any 
discussion to see if you could re-qualify?): “That is up to Morris (Nunn) now. He is having 
discussions with track officials.” (Would you stay on 229 mph or would you like the 
chance to go out there again and run for the pole?): “Yes. 229 is a good speed, but the 
team expected more out of the car, and we feel that it could have gone faster if the 
power failure had not occurred.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (About 
the run): “Yeah, well, Penske’s still out there. They’re going to be tough to beat. And 
especially, I know those two guys really well, and they’re not going to hold anything 
back. It was a great run. I need to thank my three teammates, or should I say, five, six? I 
mean I had Mario (Andretti), Dario (Franchitti), Robby (Gordon), Dan (Wheldon), Mike 
(Andretti) and Bryan (Herta). So, six guys working together. We all talk about the team 
effort, how well we work together, and sometimes people take that for granted, and we 
keep proving every weekend that that works. This morning I wasn’t happy with my car. 
Robby goes out there and sticks it on the pole, comes back and says, ‘Hey, you should 
try my setup.’ I said, ‘Ah, I think I should.’ So we put it on, and then we wait a little bit. He 
told me a little bit about the run, so I kind of judged the changes I need for my driving 
style, and I put the car back there and run a couple laps before I made my attempt. And I 
did a 231.1 (mph) right away. I came in and said, ‘Guys, let’s go qualify before I lose this 
momentum because I don’t know if I can do it again.’ So, obviously we did. I was worried 
about making the show three weeks ago, and now we’re in the show and in a good 
position. I can’t forget to thank the people that helped me out: Terry Trammell, all the IRL 
doctors, the people at Fast Times here in Indianapolis. They have a go-kart track, and 
they gave me a go-kart to run for a full week. It’s a lot of people that helped me out to be 
back here.” (How does the brace on your wrist affect your driving?): “This morning when 
the car was bad, I had a lot of pain in my leg and my wrist. I told Mike, ‘I don't think I can 
run today (laughing).’ In the car, actually, it doesn’t bug me at all. In the car, with the 
brace, I have no problem at all. When I take the brace off at night, it does give me a bit of 
pain. So, I feel very secure when I have this on, so it’s going to be up to Trammell to see 
if I can take this off for the race or not, but I have full mobility. I think the speed can tell 
that too, so why take it off? I’m a great believer that if everything is working, keep it on, 
so I’ll probably keep the brace on.” (After you got injured, did you think you could win the 
pole?): “When I first got hurt, people told me that it would be Bump Day (before I could 
return), and obviously we speed that up. As soon as I got back in the car, I had 
something in my mind that said, ‘OK, I have to take it easy the first couple laps because I 
don’t know how my arm is going to react. But first time I’ll be back, I’m going to have to 
go fast because that’s my nature.’ I can’t take it easy. As soon as I told them my arm 
was OK, which was Lap 3, I took the whole track flat all around and did 226. Obviously, 
the car allowed me to do that, and my teammates had worked two weeks previous.” 
(About throwing birthday cake in Helio’s face on live TV Saturday): “It was fun. I know I’m 
going to get it back.” (If the original plan had worked, Mario Andretti would have qualified 
this car, and you would have started in back. How big of a turnaround could that be on 
Race Day?): “It’s huge. Nobody wants to start in the back of the pack. I think if Mario had 
drove this car he would have put it on the pole and then I’d be out of a job by the time we 
get to the ‘500’ because he’d want to be racing. It’s a big factor. (Being up front) you 
don’t have turbulence from cars, you don't have traffic.” (How bad was the wind?): “The 
wind wasn’t really an issue. I mean, it was an issue, but it was all day. It was really bad 
coming out of Turn 2 and going into Turn 3, so it would push going out of (Turn) 2, and it 
would be really neutral to oversteer going into (Turn) 3. (We had) one setup for two 
corners and another setup for the other two, and that’s how I got basically a very 
consistent run.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “The first lap did hurt us at a 222.4-something, and then 
from there on out the next three laps were in the 226s, so it wasn’t enough to get us up 
where we thought we were going to be. But all things said and done and given the 
circumstances last year, I’m ecstatic to be here.” (Explain what it’s like when you enter a 
turn and your car decides that it wants to try to “leave” your control): “In nice terms or in 
bad terms? In nice terms, it’s very unnerving. It makes you a little hesitant going into the 
second turn. Especially when you know the way the winds are blowing. For some 
reason, though, the winds didn’t seem to affect us, and as soon as I went into Turn 2 
and I really felt the car stick well, it instantaneously brought the calmness back, and I 
knew from that point on the car was going to work well. We had a real strong car since 
we came here. We had a little problem on Tuesday, but from that point on everything 
has gone exactly as planned. I’m extremely proud of my guys. It wasn’t just tough on me 
last year. It was also tough on the team. They went through some real down times. It 
was tough going into the Indy 500 last year to be fourth in points and just have 
everything look great and then unfortunately to miss it, so I feel a little bad for the guys 
right now.’ (John Menard has always been a front-runner and always wants his cars on 
the pole. What’s he like to work with this year?): “It’s always a pleasure for me to work 
with John. I have a tremendous amount of respect for him. It’s been different for 
everybody because the mindset of Team Menard has always been to win the pole. We 
knew going into the month of May that we did not have the package to win the pole. 
There has been a lot more time and a lot more effort focusing on the race. I’m actually 
kind of excited about that opportunity. John Menard and Team Menard have won several 
poles at the Indy 500, but they have never won the race. So, I’m kind of hoping that we 
can do a 180 on that one and not win the pole but win the race.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “A little disappointing, how things went those last couple of 
days. There’s no reason. It’s not an excuse or anything. We’ve been struggling a little bit 
to find speed and still don’t know why. Qualifying the car felt good. I think also the guys 
are doing a great job trying to find (it), but I think there’s something there that’s not quite 
good, at least for qualifying. We’ve not been very strong for the whole week. I’m happy 
with how the car goes when we made long runs on full tanks, so I think we’re really going 
to have a good car for the race.” (About having quiet week, not being in the limelight. Do 
you like it that way, to focus?): “Last year we were pretty strong almost every week, and I 
think that’s the way it has to be. A quiet week is not bad, as well. Sometimes it’s good.” 
(Did you notice wind in Turn 2 during your run?): “Turn 2 for me was kind of really neutral 
in the entry and the mid-corner and then kind of pushing a little bit in the exit. It’s 
definitely not an excuse for me. In my case, I think we’re just struggling to find speed. I 
think the wind does upset everybody. Some people, it doesn’t really like, and some 
people, it doesn’t really care. But definitely you can feel it. Your head is going like this in 
the straights. It’s not very good conditions, but that’s the way it is.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone, about his run): “It wasn’t too bad, really. The team is happy. 
We had four solid laps. We had a little too much downforce. It’s one of those things 
where you guess a little wrong. Hopefully the speed will keep us fairly high on the grid, 
and we will have a good solid race. Everyone wants to start near the front. That’s what 
we wanted to do: have a good solid run to keep us near the front and keep us out of 
trouble at the start. I think that a lot of people can psyche themselves out. I think of it 
going in as a normal run and not thinking about it so much. It just takes a little longer and 
is a little harder to be consistent. The hardest part is the first couple laps and the car 
going where you don’t want it to (go). After all that, it’s pretty easy.” (Impressions of the 
Speedway): “It’s just so different. What I’ve been used to for so long now is maybe three 
or four days and qualify, get the race over and it’s done. With this, it goes on a lot longer. 
The weather is definitely a factor, which creates a lot of problems for a lot of people. It’s 
a unique experience, and it’s been great so far. I can only see it getting better.” 
 

SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was pretty much the best that we could produce. 
When you’re only a tenth of a mile-an-hour off each lap, within .1 and .2 the whole time, 
it shows that we did as much as we could with this package. We’re as fast as that car 
was going to go. There wasn’t anything else we could do to trim it out. Oh, well, we’ll go 
on and be happy about the efforts that we put in this week and try to have a really, really 
good race car.” (How hard is it to run consistent laps like that in these windy 
conditions?): “I guess it depends on the driver. For me, it wasn’t that difficult because I 
was running flat as it was, and when you run wide open, you only got to point directions 
then.” (Did you pick up a new sponsor?): “AOL Broadband is definitely the newest 
corporation to come on board. They’re just here for the month of May. Then once the 
month of May is over, hopefully we’ll have them interested enough to do something for 
the rest of the season.” (About the frustrations of not being able to get faster this month): 
“The frustrations from this week are kind of high. We were disappointed. Robbie (Buhl) 
and I were pole contenders last year. We had really fast race cars, and we were up front. 
So this week was certainly a struggle mentally and emotionally for us, but we were able 
to keep things light. We never complained too much about our package or what we were 
getting into because we’re in it as a team. Robbie is there for me. I’m there for Robbie. 
We’ve formed partnerships with all of the companies that are involved in Dreyer & 
Reinbold Racing, and we’re sticking it out. We believe in each other.” (What were the 
differences in the track conditions between the first and second times you were out 
there?): “Really nothing. I think it was a little bit colder this afternoon. For our setups, for 
our cars, it doesn’t matter quite as much. Our cars were so on the limit, so perfect that 
you just have to hang on, period, whether it’s cold or hot or whatever it is. You just have 
to hang on. They’re not race cars right now. Certainly they are qualifiers because we 
needed to do that to keep our package somewhat competitive. So we’re going to go 
back this week and hopefully without keeping Bump Day in mind, being last on the 
charts, we’re going to try and come up with some really good, consistent race cars, too.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I think the run was OK. We took a conservative approach. 
We didn’t think, after Tony’s run, that we had a realistic approach at pole, so there’s no 
use in taking any chances in qualifying. Just make sure the car is safely in the race, and 
go racing. On the warm-up lap, it got pretty loose on me in (Turn) 1. And after that, you 
have to think, ‘Well, is it worth it to run on the edge for qualifying, especially when you 
have such a good race car?’ It’s easy to get caught up in qualifying, but this is the Indy 
500, and it’s about 500 miles.” (More confidence after last year?): “Hopefully now I’m a 
little bit more intelligent, a little bit calmer, and I can make more intelligent decisions 
sometimes.” (Focus for this week?): “To make sure that the car is good in the race. 
Hopefully we’ve a little bit of a head start. I’ve worked on long fuel runs already, and the 
car seems to be very good. We’re very much on pace.” 
 

SIMON MARSHALL (Chief Designer, Panoz G Force): “The conditions were 
certainly very difficult today, and made it very tough for our teams. We didn’t replicate 
some of the speed we showed during the week, but the important job now is to 
concentrate on race conditions for the rest of the month. Helio (Castroneves) won from 
position 11 last year, so that shows how important it is to have a good car on Race Day. 
With yesterday being rained out, it was important for the teams to ensure they put a time 
on the bag and get in the show. With 20-30 mph winds, it was sometimes tricky if the 
wind kicked up just as your were about to go out.” 
 
 EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (Team Owner, Red Bull Cheever Racing): “Buddy 
(Rice) and Kelly (Loewen, Red Bull Team Cheever chief engineer) have done an 
excellent job for their first Indianapolis 500. They are very methodical. They have 
focused on getting their work done every day. His best lap, by himself, Buddy did in 
qualifying under very difficult circumstances. I am very happy with the entire Red Bull 
crew. Now we are all concentrating on getting the Chevy package as far up the grid as 
we can. It will take a lot of work from the teams and GM. The will is there. As angry as I 
might be that we don’t have the best engine, I know for a fact that all the executives at 
Chevy are 100 times more angry than I am. We are all very motivated.” 
 

SHINJI NAKANO (No. 54 Beard Papa’s Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “Actually, 
today was my first time here at Indy. I started running day before yesterday, but I had 
trouble at times. And yesterday washed out. I got only 10 laps on the track. So today is 
my first day here. I feel we need to pick up the speed very quickly in a short time, but I 
think we did a very good job to put everything together to make a good car. And now I 
just need to drive the car. We know we don’t have to really change the car for the race. 
This is not really right for the qualifying setup. I had a little bit more downforce than what 
everybody else has and spring setup and everything. My car had pretty good understeer, 
which scrubbed a lot in the corner. I knew that, but I just had to qualify here. It’s 
important, it’s the ‘500.’” (About Greg Beck putting together projects like this at the last 
minute and putting a solid car on the track): “They did a really good job. They had to put 
everything together in such a short time. I wasn’t ready. I was a little bit worried in day 
one and day two, but after that, they worked so hard to put everything together, I just 
want to thank the team, and I’m really happy.” (Did you have trouble battling the wind 
during the qualification attempt?): “This morning, I had a really big problem with the wind. 
I never run this track before, so I don’t know the normal track conditions.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): 
“This morning we couldn’t find the balance of the car. We didn’t have a backup car, and 
we couldn’t afford to make a mistake so we decided to pull out of line and practice the 
car. We made a few changes and got comfortable. We went out for our first attempt, and 
I felt like I had an electrical issue in the car so I waved that off. I felt it could have been a 
pretty good run. Then we went back out, reconfirmed it and no issues, so we went out for 
our second attempt, and I was really disappointed. I just couldn’t find the speed, couldn’t 
find the consistency. I don’t know if the wind just popped up more so than normal, but it 
was pretty edgy. We had just come back from doing that 229.3 (mph), and 229.5 and 
229.7 and couldn’t find it on the racetrack. That last lap even I dropped the car pretty big 
in Turn 2, had the throttle out of it, and killed our lap average. We couldn’t wave off. It’s 
our only car so we couldn’t afford to go to our third attempt because we don’t have a 
backup car to put in after that. As a team owner, I’m still very pleased that we’re fighting 
through everything with the situation that we’re in. As a driver today, I was a little 
disappointed. I thought maybe we could crank out a 230-mph lap that would put us in the 
top three rows. It is what it is, and we’ll keep working hard to build the team and keep 
going forward.” 
 

BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): (About the Chevrolet engine): “The folks are working very 
hard. All the Chevy guys are working together now. There’s a lot of engine combinations 
that we haven’t tried. There’s no question things are going to improve through the 
summer. In the future, we probably could very well have the dominant package. There’s 
some cyclical affect to engine development. Right now, we’re at the bottom, but it rotates 
to the top. This is a serious company, throwing down serious resources. They’re going to 
be able to turn this picture around.” (Are you implying the Chevy guys will work together 
on Race Day?): “No, I’m implying that the bench racing between now and then of 
working together, so that instead of being like one- and two-car teams, it will be like a 10-
car team. So, I think that’s going to occur from the meetings we’ve had, and I think that’s 
a really smart idea to pool all information.” (How do you feel about reliability?): “I do feel 
it’s pretty reliable. The power we have is consistent. The engine doesn’t drop off at the 
end of 500 miles when it gets mileaged out. Sure, it’s reliable. Somebody said, ‘Wouldn’t 
you rather finish decent and not run up front, or would you like to run up front and not 
finish?’ At the end of the day, the reliability is what it’s going to take to win. That’s an 
ingredient, but there are five other ingredients we’ve got to get in there, too. So, there’s 
certainly one of those ingredients in place, so that’s good.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): (About his spin in his first qualification attempt): “You know, 
you go back to the garage, and it sets you all behind in your mind and everything else. 
You try to figure out what happened, and you’ve got to go back out there and start all 
over. You get yourself back up to speed and get your confidence back up. A second run 
was definitely not what we were wanting and not the speed that we wanted, but we have 
to take it.” (Was it the same car this afternoon?): “Yes.” (Did A.J. Foyt want you to do it in 
fifth gear rather than sixth?): “Yeah, I think it was just some miscommunication. I ran fifth 
gear, and I was on the rev limiter pretty good, so I thought I’d go to sixth. But that’s the 
last time I made a call on my own. Now I ask him first.” (Was there a big gust of wind that 
caused you to spin?): “There was a lot of things that happened. I don’t feel the car was 
perfect for the windy conditions that we were having to deal with today. Definitely the 
wind was a factor, and very possible that it could have hit me and turned me around.” 
(How impressed were you that you managed not to hit anything during your spin?): 
“There was a lot of luck involved with that, especially a spin. I looked on the computer 
and I was going 168 mph backward, so it was pretty much a wild ride and I was 
surprised I didn’t hit anything.” (Was your grandfather impressed with that?): “Well, I 
don’t think so, but I think it was a big relief for him that I didn’t hit anything also.” (If A.J. 
tends to gets a little bit too demonstrative with you in your rookie year here, are you 
tempted to remind him that he didn’t finish the ‘58 race, the first time he came here?): “I 
might not want to mention that. He was the greatest here at this racetrack, and I think a 
lot of us know it, and definitely he knows it, so I’m not going to say anything about it.” 
(Are you starting to get a little bit of the sense of the depth and the breadth of the Foyt 
name as it’s associated with this place – historically speaking?): “I know what this place 
has done for my grandfather, and it really made his name, like he says, and this place 
done a lot, not only for him but for my whole family and just to come here and try to carry 
on the name and carry on the tradition is just a great opportunity for me that Conseco 
and that my grandfather has given me. To have confidence in me to go out here and 
such a tough racetrack like this and qualify for the race. I just feel very fortunate to be a 
part of it.” (Can you talk about having an “experienced advice giver?”): “Yeah, it’s 
definitely been a big help with big Al and Johnny Rutherford and Rick Mears all going 
around the garage area giving every piece of information that we need if we have a 
question about the racetrack. I have my grandfather, so any kind of question I’ve got he 
pretty much has the answer, and so it’s been really lucky to have those type guys still 
around the league and helping out.” (Do you think your speed will be enough to get you 
in the race and have you got another car?): “Yes, we do have another car, and I hope 
the speed is good enough to keep me in the race. It’s going to be close, so we’ll just 
have to see.” (Are you enjoying this or is it just way too much attention too much 
pressure from within and without to be able to enjoy this experience?): “I’m definitely 
enjoying it. I wouldn’t be doing it if I didn’t enjoy it. This is what I love to do, and this is 
what I’ve been doing since I was just a little kid. It’s moving up, the more pressure you 
get, especially at a big racetrack like this. It’s been a heck of an experience, being 18 
and having to go through all of this and just going out there and trying to do the best that 
I can. This is what I love to do, and I’ll be doing it the rest of my life. I know my 
grandfather wouldn’t have me here if he didn’t think I was ready and wouldn’t do any 
good.” (Was there more conversation than just the fifth-sixth gear with your grandfather? 
Did he say anything else?): “Not really, I haven’t had a chance to really talk to him yet. 
We had to take all of those pictures, so we’ll see what he has to say in the garage.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): (About chassis): “It was my decision to choose one and 
Helio’s (Castroneves) decision to choose the other. Both decisions were really kind of a 
team decision. For Helio, it was a slightly clearer decision for him because he was going 
very well in his Dallara and feeling very comfortable. For me, it was slightly more difficult 
because I was very comfortable in both cars. I was very fast in both cars. I could get up 
to speed in no time. I was fast both in race trim and in qualifying trim. So basically, we 
said, ‘Look. We need to make a decision.’ At that point, I was slightly faster in the G 
Force, and we felt there was more benefit in sticking with one car than trying to choose 
which car was absolutely perfect for every single condition, and we still feel that way. We 
feel that there’s not that much difference between the cars. We feel that it’s not what’s 
going to make the difference between winning and losing the race, believe it or not.” 
(About getting back in the car for the first time since Phoenix): “I really feel good and 
comfortable with the car. I have to say I was slightly concerned coming into the month of 
May because I was unable to exercise as regularly as I did prior to the accident. In terms 
of physical fitness, I’m certainly not in as good shape as I was prior to the accident. I was 
concerned with that, but I drove the whole week and my back didn’t lock up or my neck. 
I’m in no more pain than usual, let’s put it this way. The good thing is I’ll have a couple of 
days break now to be able to recuperate, and then again after next week, we have a few 
more days for me to exercise and recuperate.” (As emotional as Helio gets at this place 
do you feel like getting him a Kleenex sponsorship at times?): “I think I can understand 
why he’s so happy today because today was one of those days that just, when you 
stayed on the track, you were happy. It was that difficult out there with the wind and all 
that. I can understand how he feels because he came from a hard beginning of the day 
and managed to work everything around and put his fastest laps of the month out there. 
I can understand his joy.” 
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DAY 8 – SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2003 – MARSH MOTHER’S DAY  (cont.): 
 
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): (Do you think it 
might be good luck to not start from the pole?) “Maybe it’s going to finally turn for me and 
we got it all out of the way before Race Day even came. I don’t know. I love this place. I 
love it even in days like today, parts of it. It’s been a challenging day for all the drivers, 
probably one of the hardest days of actually driving on this track that I’ve ever gone 
through. If this were a practice day, we all would have been in the garage all day. In a lot 
of ways, it was really a rollercoaster of a day for the Delphi guys. We rolled out this 
morning and felt like we were really peaking at the right time. We busted off a high 230 
(mph lap) on our own, felt we finally had the speed we wanted, and went to go out for 
our first run. Afterwards, we went back and looked at the data, and I warmed up the 
exact same way I warmed up two hours earlier. I was within two miles an hour of my 
entry speed into Turn 2 as I was two hours earlier, and for some reason, the back just 
snapped. We had someone in Turn 2 that was watching from over there, and he said a 
huge gust came when I came out of Turn 1, so at this stage, it’s the only thing we can 
really attribute that to. It was obviously hugely disheartening. It was a car we had chosen 
that we really liked. It was a car that we had obviously run well in. I was unhappy where 
we ended up today. The whole Kelley team jumped in. Three different groups of guys all 
jumped on the backup car. Toyota rolled over another qualifier. We were hoping 
conditions would get better. They didn’t. But to be able to bounce back like that and be in 
the top three rows – I don’t think we could have gotten Helio (Castroneves), and I don’t 
think we probably would have gotten Tony (Kanaan), but I think we probably might have 
had the speed for third.” 
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CASTRONEVES CAPTURES MBNA POLE AT INDIANAPOLIS 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Sunday, May 11, 2003 – Helio Castroneves earned the ideal 
starting position for his attempt to become the first driver to win three consecutive 
Indianapolis 500s – the pole. 

Castroneves won the MBNA Pole for the 87th Indianapolis 500 with a four-lap 
average speed of 231.725 mph May 11 in the No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. He covered four laps of the historic 2.5-mile oval in two 
minutes, 35.3564 seconds to earn his second career pole in the IRL IndyCar™ Series 
and his first at Indianapolis. 

“This is one of the best days of my life,” Castroneves said. “It’s fantastic. It’s a 
dream come true. That guy upstairs made it happen, trust me. 

“I didn’t know I had that fast of a car. I knew it would turn the speeds but not for 
four laps. All of a sudden I think the cold weather helped the tires. Oh my God, I’m just 
so happy.” 

Castroneves became the first back-to-back “500” winner to win the pole for his 
attempt to win three straight. He also earned the record 12th Indianapolis 500 pole for 
Penske Racing and the first pole at Indianapolis for a Japanese engine manufacturer. 

The last time a defending Indianapolis 500 winner won the pole was 1990, 
when Emerson Fittipaldi captured the top spot for Penske Racing. 

Tony Kanaan qualified second at 2:35.8400, 231.006 in the No. 11 Team 7-
Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Robby Gordon was third at 2:36.3822, 230.205 in the 
No. 27 Alpine/Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone, giving Andretti Green 
Racing two of the coveted front-row spots. 

Twenty-four of the 33 available spots were filled today. Bump Day qualifying is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 18. The track reopens for practice Wednesday, May 14. 
Race Day is Sunday, May 25. 

The cold front and ensuing thunderstorms that swept through Indianapolis on 
Saturday, postponing Pole Day, created a big change in the conditions Sunday. 
Temperatures in the mid-50s and wind gusts approaching 30 mph provided quite a 
challenge for drivers and teams, causing them to rethink their setups to try and find 
proper car balance. 

Marlboro Team Penske decided not to send Castroneves or teammate Gil de 
Ferran on track in their designated qualifying draw spots, instead waiting to judge the 
conditions. Castroneves finally made his qualifying attempt four and one-half hours into 
qualifying, less than 90 minutes before the end of the day and any shot at the pole. 

“The wind this morning, we just weren’t comfortable this morning, wanting to 
run as clear as we had to to get the speed we wanted,” Penske Racing Owner Roger 
Penske said. “We just made the decision, we’ve done it before with (Rick) Mears, and 
said, ‘Let’s wait and make that decision’ because we had a full day of good weather. 

 “It was going to be cold and windy, and we had a chance to understand what 
it’s all about. And Helio just kept tuning it and tuning it, and we got there.” 
 Gordon took the provisional pole just 45 minutes into qualifying, in his original 
spot in the qualifying draw. His first lap was only 228.829 due to gusty winds, but he then 
finished with three consecutive laps of 230 mph. 

“The car had a big push in Turns 1 and 2 on my last warm-up lap, and that hurt 
my momentum on the first lap,” Gordon said. “We never talked about waving off the run. 
We took a half turn out of the front wing after practice this morning, and I think that was 
the difference in qualifying today.” 
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CASTRONEVES CAPTURES MBNA POLE AT INDIANAPOLIS (cont.): 
 
 Kanaan took a different approach than his Andretti Green Racing teammate. He 
didn’t attempt to qualify in his spot in the draw, instead deciding to work on his car. 
Kanaan took to the track two hours and 40 minutes into qualifying, taking the provisional 
pole until Castroneves seized the top spot. 
 Still, Kanaan didn’t think Penske Racing’s decision to wait until later in the day 
to qualify created any advantage for Castroneves. 

“I just think they didn’t have the car right, and they needed that extra time like I 
did to figure it out,” Kanaan said. “As soon as I felt I had the car, I went for it, and I think 
they did the same.” 
 Veteran Scott Sharp and rookie A.J. Foyt IV were caught by the gusty 
conditions on consecutive qualifying runs one hour into the session. 
 Foyt, grandson of four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt, made a dramatic 
save after his No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone spun exiting 
Turn 2 on his first qualifying lap. The car headed backward toward the outside wall, but 
Foyt steered it clear and coasted backward to a stop down the backstretch. He was 
unhurt. 

“A second run was definitely not what we were wanting and not the speed that 
we wanted, but we have to take it,” Foyt said. “Definitely the wind was a factor, and (it 
was) very possible that it could have hit me and turned me around. There was a lot of 
luck involved with that, especially a spin. I looked on the computer and I was going 168 
mph backward, so it was pretty much a wild ride, and I was surprised I didn’t hit 
anything.” 

2002 IRL Infiniti Pro Series champion Foyt qualified later in the afternoon in his 
No. 14T car, earning the 23rd spot at 2:40.5872, 224.177. Foyt, 18, became the youngest 
driver ever to qualify for the Indianapolis 500. He will turn 19 on Race Day. 

“I know what this place has done for my grandfather, and it really made his 
name, like he says, and this place has done a lot, not only for him but for my whole 
family,” Foyt said. “Just to come here and try to carry on the name and carry on the 
tradition is just a great opportunity for me that Conseco and that my grandfather have 
given me.” 

On the next attempt after Foyt’s accident, Sharp hit the SAFER Barrier in Turn 
2 after a quarter-spin in the No. 8T Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Sharp was unhurt 
and was the last qualifier of the day at 2:37.3734, 228.755 in his No. 8 car, good for 
ninth on the grid. 

 “In a lot of ways, it was really a roller coaster of a day for the Delphi guys,” 
Sharp said. “I was within two miles an hour of my entry speed into Turn 2 as I was two 
hours earlier, and for some reason, the back just snapped. We had someone in Turn 2 
that was watching from over there, and he said a huge gust came when I came out of 
Turn 1, so at this stage, it’s the only thing we can really attribute that to.” 

Foyt was one of eight rookies who qualified. Scott Dixon was the top-qualifying 
rookie, fourth at 2:36.4547, 230.099 in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Among the other qualifiers was two-time defending IndyCar Series champion 
Sam Hornish Jr., 18th at 2:39.1335, 226.225 in the No. 4 Pennzoil Panther 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
11 a.m.  Purdue University Head Coach Football Coach Joe Tiller waves 

the green flag to start the ninth day of IndyCar™ Series practice. 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice  
6 p.m.  Fastest of the day press conference  

*** 
The third annual Racing for Corey Grand Prix raised more than $7,000 for the 

Indiana Children’s Wish Fund, Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation, Racing For Kids® 
and Racing for Corey, The Racing for Corey organization announced May 13. 

The Grand Prix took place May 5 at Fastimes Indoor Karting in Indianapolis and 
was sponsored by KECO Coatings Racing For Kids. ABC Sports broadcaster Bob 
Jenkins and retired IRL driver Tyce Carlson served as emcees. IRL IndyCar Series 
driver Robbie Buhl, national spokesperson for Racing For Kids, also attended. 

As part of the entertainment, there were two intermission races, a 
celebrity/media race between local personalities and a “Pro” race with IRL and USAC 
drivers. Vince Welch, from WIBC-AM 1070 in Indianapolis, won the celebrity/media race 
while USAC driver Jay Drake took the checkered flag for the “Pro” race, winning against 
a field that included Tracy Hines, J.J. Yeley, Tony Elliott, Marco Cioci, Jerry Coons Jr. 
and Jimmy Kite. 

Funds were raised through the Grand Prix, a live auction and silent auction. 
*** 

The Indiana Section of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) has 
announced four candidates for the 37th annual BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award, 
which will be presented May 16 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The award, 
presented to engineers by engineers, honors early racing pioneer Louis Schwitzer, and 
acknowledges individuals with the courage and conviction to explore and develop new 
concepts in racing technology. 

The award is sponsored by BorgWarner Inc. and presented by the Indiana 
Section of SAE. This year’s winner will be announced at a news conference at 10 a.m. 
May 16 in the Trackside Conference Room. 

Each May, SAE members interview candidates and select the winner, who 
receives a $5,000 check from BorgWarner, as well as a plaque and garage sign. All 
winners’ names are listed on the BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer pedestal in the Speedway 
Hall of Fame Museum. Last year’s recipients were Dr. Dean Sicking, Dr. Ronald Faller, 
Dr. John Rohde, Dr. John Reid, and Jim Holloway. This group from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln was responsible for the invention of the SAFER (Steel and Foam 
Energy Reduction) Barrier. Past winners of the BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award have 
included Bruce McLaren, Smokey Yunick, A.J. Foyt, Parnelli Jones and Gian Paolo 
Dallara. 

Candidates for this year’s award are individuals who are responsible for the 
following technologies: 

•Dallara IR3 chassis 
•Honda HI3R Series Indy V-8 engine 
•Panoz G Force GF09 chassis 
•Toyota Indy V-8 engine 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
Herb Fishel, executive director of GM Racing, will retire Sept. 1, leaving a 

legacy in racing spanning 40 years. Fishel will be on special assignment to GM Service 
and Parts Operations from June 1, until his retirement. 

One of Fishel's final duties with GM Racing will be to drive the Chevrolet SSR 
Official Pace Vehicle to start the 87th running of the Indianapolis 500 on May 25. 

Doug Duchardt, Group Manager for GM Racing's oval track group, will assume 
Fishel's responsibilities at GM Racing effective June 1. Pat Suhy Jr., an engineer at GM 
Powertrain, will replace Duchardt. 

Fishel, 61, worked with late Zora Arkus-Duntov and Vince Piggins, who initiated 
GM’s rebirth into racing and performance parts with the Corvette and small-block Chevy 
V8 engine in the 1950s. Fishel has influenced GM's performance programs throughout 
the second half of the 20th century. On Oct. 8, 1991, all of GM's racing programs were 
combined under his supervision. 

In 1997, Fishel was named by Hot Rod magazine as one of the 100 most 
influential people in the first 50 years of hot-rodding. He also has been recognized by 
Racer magazine as one of the dozen most influential people in racing.  

Duchardt, 39, has been responsible since 1999 for all program management 
and technical development in the areas of engine, chassis and aerodynamics for the 
Chevrolet and Pontiac racing efforts in the NASCAR Winston Cup, Busch and Craftsman 
Truck Series. Duchardt has been with GM since 1983 and holds a bachelor's degree in 
mechanical engineering from University of Missouri-Rolla and a master’s degree in 
engineering from Purdue University.  

Suhy, 39, is the fuel system design engineer for Gen 3 and 4 V8 and high 
feature V6 engines. He joined GM Powertrain in 1990 as dynamometer engine 
development project engineer after earning bachelor's and master's degrees in 
engineering from Michigan Technological University. Suhy also has been active in the 
American Sedan class of the Sports Car Club of America's (SCCA) national road racing 
series, where he has simultaneously served as owner, crew chief, engine builder and 
driver of his own racing team. 

JOHN MIDDLEBROOK (Vice president, marketing and advertising, GM): 
“The name Herb Fishel has been synonymous with championship racing programs at 
GM for decades. Herb is leaving a legacy of success that is both remarkable and 
inspiring: nine consecutive Winston Cup Manufacturers' titles at one point, and 21 of 24 
driver’s titles through last year. In 2001, Herb's team did something no one else had 
done in nearly 30 years, by winning the Daytona 500, Indy 500 and 24 Hours of Le 
Mans.” 

*** 
The United States Auto Club’s Winners Circle “Salute to Excellence” was 

conducted May 11 at the Brickyard Crossing Inn at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
The “Salute to Excellence” concluded USAC’s 2002 Awards Ceremonies, which included 
“Champions Night,” conducted on Dec. 6, 2003. 

The “Jack O’Neal” CNA Safety Award was presented to the Indy Racing 
League Safety Team, recognizing its tremendous impact on the sport of auto racing. 

*** 
  Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Billy Boat and Shigeaki 
Hattori have been cleared to drive. 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 

More than 75 Brazilian fans met with Brazilian IndyCar Series drivers Felipe 
Giaffone, Tony Kanaan, Airton Dare and Vitor Meira, as well as Pro Series driver Thiago 
Medeiros, outside of the garage area this morning. The drivers posed for photos and 
singed autographs with the fans. Paula Oliveria-Lamey, a native of Brazil who works for 
the ‘500’ News Bureau, organized the event. 

FELIPE GIAFFONE: “It’s great. I mean, I lived here for four years, and I’ve 
never seen that many Brazilians over here. They all pretty much live here. Paula did a 
great job to put them all together bringing them over. They all love racing. It’s good. I 
was happy to see that many Brazilians in Indianapolis.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 11 a.m., the ambient temperature was 66 degrees with southeast winds at 
14 mph and a relative humidity of 58 percent. Skies were cloudy.  

11 a.m. – GREEN. #3T Castroneves first on track. 
 11:02 a.m. – YELLOW. Moisture.  
 11:48 a.m. – GREEN. Rain delay was 46 minutes. 
 11:50 a.m. -- #19 Vasser on track for first time this month.  
 11:55 a.m. -- #5T Dare on track.  

12:08 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. Light rain also reported on the track. 
*** 

 Joe Tiller, head football coach at Purdue University, waved the green flag to 
start today’s practice session. Tiller is credited with resurrecting the Purdue football 
program and has taken the Boilermakers to six bowl games in his six years at Purdue, 
including the 2001 Rose Bowl. 
 JOE TILLER: “It is exciting. I grew up in Toledo, Ohio, so as a kid I would listen 
to the race. That also dates me, does it not? But anyway, then we were assistants at 
Purdue in the early '80s, and that's when I first got introduced to the track, then left for 18 
years and then came back. For the last six years now, we’ve had tickets to the race. 
Once you get hooked on this stuff, it’s addictive, in a good way. So it's a lot of fun.” 

*** 
Kenny Brack and the Subwoofers, the 1999 Indy 500 winner’s new rock band, 

will perform on Miller Lite Carb Day May 22. The group, based in Indianapolis, opens for 
Cracker on the Coca-Cola Stage in the Bombardier Pagoda Plaza at 3:30 p.m. Brack, 
who qualified sixth for the 87th Indianapolis 500, formed the new seven-person cover 
band that will play at various events on the 2003 IRL Indy Car Series schedule. The 
group’s opening performance on Miller Lite Carb Day on May 22. The final practice for 
the ‘500’ takes place from 11 a.m.- 1 p.m., and Brack and his crew will participate in the 
27th annual Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge at 1:30 p.m. With Pioneer Electronics as 
the presenting sponsor, the band also is expected to perform in Texas, Richmond, 
Nashville and Chicagoland this year. 

KENNY BRACK: “We have put together a new band with many professional 
musicians from the Indianapolis area. I’m happy to have my two sponsors, Pioneer and 
Miller Lite, involved with the performance at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. It should 
be a lot of fun for our band to play for the Indy racing fans. I believe this group will be a 
lot of fun and excitement for the spectators on Carb Day. We have a pretty wide variety 
of music – everything from the Rolling Stones to Chuck Berry and from the Clash to 
Credence Clearwater. There were many classic guitarists in those groups and we are 
proud to play their music.” 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
  Two-time defending Indianapolis 500 winner Helio Castroneves will be featured 
in People Magazine issues that hit the newsstand May 23. Castroneves won the MBNA 
Pole for this year’s Indianapolis 500. 

*** 
  Anthony Edwards will appear on “Late Night with Conan O’Brien” early 
tomorrow morning with Tony Renna’s No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. The show airs at 12:30 a.m. (EDT) on NBC. 

*** 
The 27th annual Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge will take place on Miller 

Lite Carb Day at 1:30 p.m. (EST) May 22. Twelve teams will participate in the event, with 
$30,000 of the $80,000 purse going to the winner. 

Seven entrants qualified for the Challenge through their performance at 
previous IndyCar Series events (beginning after the 2002 Indianapolis 500 Mile Race 
and continuing during the IndyCar Series events held so far during the 2003 season). 
Three entrants that had not qualified for the Challenge based on performance at 
previous series events earn spots in the Challenge based on their position in the entrant 
points standings. The final two spots were determined through pit stop time trials this 
morning. 

The Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge has been conducted at IMS since 
1977. Penske Racing has won the competition seven times, the most of any team. Five 
teams that field a total of seven cars in this year’s competition have won the event in the 
past. 
 
CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE PARTICIPANTS 
Driver Car Name Chief Mechanic 
Felipe Giaffone* No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F Tom Vasi 
Scott Sharp* No. 8 Delphi D/T/F Mark Shambarger 
Buddy Rice* No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing D/C/F David Meehan 
Sam Hornish Jr.* No. 4 Pennzoil Panther D/C/F Kevin Blanch 
Kenny Brack* No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F Ricardo Nault 
Helio Castroneves* No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F Rick Rinaman 
Al Unser Jr. * No. 31 Corteco D/T/F John Worth 
Tony Kanaan** No. 11 Team 7-Eleven D/H/F Jeff Simon 
Michael Andretti** No. 7 Team 7-Eleven D/H/F John Cummiskey 
Scott Dixon** No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/TF Barry Wanser 
Tomas Scheckter*** No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F Dave Higuera 
Robbie Buhl*** No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold D/C/F Brian Franzosi 
*Qualified based on performance at previous IRL events 
**Qualified based on entrant points 
***Qualified in pit stop time trials May 14 

*** 
The Indy Racing League and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Midwest 

Roadside Safety Facility hoped to gather additional data about the SAFER Barrier on 
May 14 in Nebraska, but the test had to be rescheduled. The specialized truck that pulls 
the IndyCar Series car into the SAFER Barrier experienced a mechanical problem, said 
Phil Casey, technical director for the Indy Racing League. Officials expect to complete 
the test in the next two weeks, Casey said. 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
During this year’s Indianapolis 500, Target Chip Ganassi Racing will streamline 

communications between its two pit crews using Microsoft® Windows® Messenger 
running on Tablet PCs powered by Windows XP Tablet PC Edition, and a custom-built 
application using the new Microsoft Real-Time Communications Server 2003 (RTC 
Server 2003). 

In the past, sharing data between two pits was a slow, manual process where 
messages were either verbally relayed – which creates challenges when dealing with the 
noise at a racetrack – or written on paper and physically carried to the other pit. This 
year, TCGR pit crews are able to quickly write instant messages by hand on a wireless 
Tablet PC to more securely send the messages to the other pit and automatically store 
the data for future analysis. 

The race engineer can easily carry it in the pit and instantly communicate with 
other team members. It has the full computing power of a traditional notebook PC, so it 
enables the race engineer to quickly pull up a rich set of information and make intelligent 
adjustments on the fly. The engineer can manipulate the application very naturally using 
an electronic pen and can quickly send handwritten notes to the other pit crew members 
about driver feedback and car-tuning information in Windows Messenger over the 
wireless network. 
 CHIP GANASSI (Owner, Target Chip Ganassi Racing): “The key to staying 
ahead of our competition is all about getting the best performance from our cars. And 
quickly sharing driver feedback and information on car adjustments between our two pit 
crews is essential to making that happen. With the Microsoft solution, TCGR can share 
that vital information wirelessly in a fast, more-secure way. We are thrilled to have 
Microsoft on board to help us try to repeat our year 2000 Indy win. This initiative is a 
reflection of all three of our team’s core values: performance, partnership and innovation. 
Microsoft has been an incredible partner. Its ability to work directly with our drivers and 
engineers to better understand our business and then to customize innovative cutting-
edge solutions for us using NET helps us gain a competitive advantage on the 
racetrack.” (About the effect of the new technology): “In all racing series, practice 
sessions are being made shorter and shorter. So many times you get to the end of the 
session, and you say, ‘Man, if I could have made one more change.’ If we can pick up 
one or two more runs out of the weekend because of this, it’s well worth it. These tools 
are no different than a wrench in a toolbox. It’s another tool to help us be the fastest on 
the racetrack.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 12:35 p.m. – GREEN. Rain delay was 27 minutes. 
 12:50 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 12:53 p.m. – GREEN.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 12:50 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 15T Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 227.213 mph 
2 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 226.276 
3 19 Jimmy Vasser* Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 225.956 
4 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 225.449 
5 31T Al Unser Jr. (W) Corteco D/T/F 225.838 
(W) – Former Winner; *Unqualified Driver 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Two-time Indianapolis 500 
winner Arie Luyendyk does not have medical clearance to drive. He is still suffering from 
lingering injuries from his crash May 9. He will not participate in this year’s 500-Mile 
Race. 

Luyendyk made with the outside retaining wall in Turn 1 during practice May 9 
and suffered injuries to his upper back. He opted not to participate in Sunday’s rain-
delayed Pole Day qualifications. The team hopes to name a replacement for the No. 20 
Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone soon. 
 ARIE LUYENDYK: “I just haven’t felt right since the accident and thought it 
would be best to have the doctor give me another look before deciding whether or not to 
continue driving. I told Dr. Bock that I didn’t think I was ready to get back into the car, 
and after a rather detailed examination, he agreed. Rather than ask the team to give me 
a few more days to recuperate, I think the best thing to do at this point is to step aside 
and keep the Meijer program moving forward with a replacement driver.” 
 MORRIS NUNN (Owner, Mo Nunn Racing): “Obviously, our concern, first and 
foremost, is Arie’s health and well-being. Arie’s just not 100 percent yet after the 
accident on Friday. And even though he wants more than anything to drive the Meijer 
car for his sponsors and his fans, you can’t force these things if your body is just not 
right. He’ll be fine, hopefully sooner than later. But in the meantime, we will field a Meijer 
car with the absolute best driver available.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

1 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 68 degrees with southeast winds at 8 
mph and a relative humidity of 58 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 84 degrees according to Firestone engineers.  
 1:17 p.m. – YELLOW. #54 Nakano did quarter-spin to the right exiting Turn 1 
and made contact with the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 with the right 
rear of the car. There was no SAFER Barrier contact. Car then did a half-spin to the left 
and then a quarter-spin to the right to straighten the car. Right side of car then made 
slight contact with the outside retaining wall. Car stopped on high side of the racetrack at 
the entrance to Turn 2. Nakano climbed from car without assistance. The car involved in 
the accident was the one that Nakano qualified May 11. 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Shinji Nakano has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. 
He is cleared to drive. 
 SHINJI NAKANO (No. 54 Beard Papa’s Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I just got 
loose in Turn 1 and spun. It’s frustrating, but there's nothing I can do right now. I just 
have to wait until the team can put the car back together again.” 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 1:45 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.704 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.178 
3 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.635 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.252 
5 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing  227.826 
(W) – Former Winner; (R) – Rookie 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:36 p.m. – GREEN. 
 1:38 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 1:39 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
QUOTES FROM TODAY’S ARIE LUYENDYK PRESS CONFERENCE: 

 
ARIE LUYENDYK: “Since the crash, obviously my back and neck had some 

pain. I also noticed I wasn’t as coherent as I should be. I got back in touch with Dr. Bock 
and concluded it’s not in my best interest to race because I don’t think I can function the 
way I should in a race car. I didn’t have any desire to be in the car feeling the way I feel. I 
don’t feel well. I don’t feel sharp. I don’t feel with the program, so I don’t think it’s a good 
idea to get in the car feeling the way I feel. So I just had to get out of the car and have 
someone else drive it.” (How of a hard decision was it to make?) “It’s been a decision 
that’s very hard because obviously you come here and want to drive. You want to start 
the race on Sunday, and hopefully finish as high as you can. The last couple of days 
have been difficult. I’ve been laying low. I’ve stayed away from everybody and the team. 
It’s difficult. You want to do it, but your body is telling you that you can’t. So I had to 
make that decision, and basically Dr. Bock, after telling him all my symptoms, basically 
agreed with me and told me, ‘If you feel the way you do, I’m not going to let you run.’” (Is 
this your last chance to run Indy?): “I don’t know. I’m not really looking a year down the 
road. I retired in 1999, and then I came back two years later, so obviously I was made 
out to be a liar. Definitely for this year and into the future, I don’t know where my mind is 
going to be. I think my mindset right now is if you don’t feel right, don’t race. Hopefully I’ll 
feel right soon again.” (Will you have any input into the decision on who steps into the 
car?) “No, and I told the team I don’t want to get involved with that. I’ll let the team pick 
the driver, and there’s plenty of guys walking around, so I’m going to leave it up to them. 
They can choose the driver and who they wish.” 

*** 
Sarah Fisher has maintained her slim lead over Michael Andretti in voting for 

the “Most Popular Driver Award” after pole qualifying weekend, announced officials from 
the IRL Crew, the official fan organization of the Indy Racing League. Fisher has won the 
award the past two seasons. 

Arie Luyendyk, Jr. continues to lead convincingly in the first year of the Infiniti 
Pro Series version of the award, followed by USAC standouts Aaron Fike and Ed 
Carpenter. 

Race fans at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway can participate in the balloting 
by visiting the IRL Crew display inside Turn 2 this weekend and outside Turn 4 during 
the extended race weekend. 

*** 
O’Reilly World of Outlaws sprint-car standout Craig Dollansky will make his 

Infiniti Pro Series debut May 17 in the Freedom 100. Dollansky will make his first-ever 
asphalt start on the historic 2.5-mile oval in the No. 33 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone fielded by 
Brian Stewart Racing. VMAC, Karavan Trailers, and FattFro Motorsports will sponsor 
Dollansky’s entry. Dollansky, from Elk River, Minn., is third in Outlaws points this season. 
He has recorded five top-five and 20 top-10 finishes this year. 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 

CRAIG DOLLANSKY: “I’m thrilled to be making my Infiniti Pro Series debut in 
the Freedom 100. What could be more exciting than making your series debut at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway? Indy has so much tradition behind it. Not only am I going 
to achieve a milestone in my driving career by attempting to make my first pavement 
show, but I’m getting to be a part of history at the Speedway by competing in the first 
ever support series event to the Indianapolis 500.” 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
 3:13 p.m. – GREEN. 
 3:18 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 3:22 p.m. – GREEN. 
 3:45 p.m. – #20T formerly driven by Luyendyk brought to pit road. Crew reports 
it is practicing pit stops. 

4 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 71 degrees with southeast winds at 11 
mph and a relative humidity of 58 percent. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature 
was 84 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.  

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 4 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.704 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.178 
3 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.635 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.252 
5 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing  227.826 
(W) – Former Winner; (R) – Rookie 

*** 
Bobby Rahal, 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner and co-owner of Kenny Brack’s No. 

15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer Dallara/Honda/Firestone and Jimmy Vasser’s No. 
19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone entries, will be honored 
tonight in Washington D.C. for a lifetime achievement award by the American Task 
Force of Lebanon in a national association dinner at the Fairmont Washington Hotel. 

Rahal and his wife, Debi, are attending the affair that is being hosted by TV 
commentator George Stephanopoulos and several high-ranking government officials. 
Rahal will be back in Indianapolis this Friday. Team co-owner David Letterman, an 
Indianapolis native and host of “The Late Show with David Letterman,” is expected to be 
in the Rahal/Letterman pits on Race Day, May 25. 

*** 
The Indianapolis Motor Speedway announced May 14 that live streaming video 

of IRL IndyCar™ Series and IRL Infiniti Pro Series practices and qualifying will be 
available online starting May 14, through an agreement with Yahoo! Platinum. Fans can 
sign up for a Yahoo! Platinum subscription and access the new content at either 
www.indyracing.com or http://platinum.yahoo.com. 

Yahoo! Platinum is a premium online video and audio service, which includes 
programming from leading entertainment, sports and news providers. The Indy Racing 
League joins other top sports properties such as NASCAR, the National Hockey League 
and Major League Soccer in the Yahoo! Platinum service, which costs $9.95 per month. 
The IRL live video package will include footage of all practice and qualifying action from 
every race on the 2003 schedule. At the Indianapolis 500,  

http://www.indyracing.com/
http://platinum.yahoo.com/
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
live driver press conferences will be available following qualification and there will also 
be qualifying coverage of the Freedom 100 Infiniti Pro Series race May 15-17. 

In addition, archived highlights of IndyCar Series and Infiniti Pro Series races 
also will be available. Either public address audio or audio from the IMS Radio Network 
will accompany all the video content. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 4:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 4:37 p.m. – GREEN. 
 4:43 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 4:46 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
  Immediately after Arie Luyendyk’s press conference today, he returned to the 
Mo Nunn Racing motorcoach. When Luyendyk entered the motorcoach, he found team 
owner Morris Nunn talking on the phone with two-time CART champion Alex Zanardi, 
who jokingly had called Nunn about taking over for Luyendyk at Indy. Zanardi pitched 
Nunn by saying, “Hey, I just did a 195 (mph) in Germany.” 
 Nunn was Zanardi’s engineer when he won CART titles in 1997 and 1998 with 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing. Zanardi also drove for Nunn’s newly formed team in 2001. 

Zanardi lost both of his lower legs in an accident in the CART race in Germany 
in 2001 but returned to the EuroSpeedway on May 11 and turned 13 laps at speed using 
a specially modified CART car that had hand controls for the throttle and brake. Zanardi 
was injured 13 laps from the end of the race in 2001, so he completed those laps last 
Sunday in a special ceremony. 

*** 
 Todd Lickliter, head coach of the Butler University men’s basketball team, will 
wave the green flag to begin IndyCar Series practice tomorrow. Lickliter lead the 
Bulldogs to a Sweet 16 appearance in the 2003 NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.704 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.178 
3 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.635 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.252 
5 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.826 
(W) – Former Winner; (R) – Rookie 

*** 
5 p.m. – At the beginning of “Happy Hour,” the ambient temperature was 72 

degrees with south winds at 9 mph and a relative humidity of 54 percent. Skies were 
cloudy. The track temperature was 84 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

*** 
The first practice session for the Freedom 100 will take place from 9-11:30 a.m. 

tomorrow. The inaugural Freedom 100 Infiniti Pro Series race will take place May 17, the 
final Indianapolis 500 practice day before Bump Day. 

The first 3,000 fans to the plaza area May 17 will receive a free Indy 500 visor 
courtesy of Coca-Cola. There also will be contemporary Christian music on the Coca-
Cola Stage, with “One 5 Oh” at 11:30 a.m., “Paul Colman Trio” at 12:30 p.m. and “Mercy 
Me” at 3:30 p.m. Local artists from the Indianapolis Art Center’s  
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
ArtReach program will play host to a craft table for kids in the plaza from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

*** 
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 9 of track activity for the 87th Indianapolis 
500. 

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of the Day 

  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.704 mph 
2 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 229.178 
3 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.635 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.252 
5 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.826 
6 9T Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.746 
7 15T Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 227.213 
8 8 Scott Sharp  Delphi D/T/F 226.859 
9 55T Roger Yasukawa (R) Panasonic ARTA D/H/F 226.756 
10 31T Al Unser Jr. (W) Corteco D/T/F 226.062 
 

Top 4 Unqualified Drivers of the Day 
  No. Driver Car Speed

1 19 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 225.956 mph 
2 5 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 222.856 
3 98T Billy Boat Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 222.251 
4 5T Airton Dare EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 221.916 
(R) – Rookie  
(W) – Former Winner 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE:  
  JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I went out this morning, and in a matter of three or four laps 
at speed, the car was solid. I was flat and ran about a 226 (mph) on our own. I know that 
there’s a lot more in there by trimming it and putting the qualifier motor in there. The real 
focus for me today was trying to get to work on a race setup and help the team move the 
race setup along. Me and Kenny (Brack) have worked a program today trying to make 
things better for Race Day.” 

*** 
A total of 54 cars are now at the Speedway, and 54 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 31 drivers on the track to date. Today there were nine 
caution periods for 2 hours and 4 minutes. Drivers completed 1,637 laps today. Fifty-
seven drivers have passed their physicals. 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 
 ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“It went great. We just concentrated on the race setup, and we’re making a lot of 
progress. I guess we got lucky today with the weather. Hopefully, it stays this way, and if 
it does we’ll keep doing our own stuff.” (About adapting to the conditions today): “It’s 
really hard because you’re going at a really fast speed, and you don’t have much of a 
margin for error. You have to be on top of the weather and the car and the driving, and 
that can be really difficult.” 
 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We’re just pounding around out there working on race setups. We’re trying to see what 
makes the car happy in traffic. That’s the big thing about this race, is being able to move 
around in traffic so you can get to the front.” (Is it frustrating to be working in changing 
conditions all day?) “On one hand, it’s frustrating because you never know if it’s going to 
rain or if it will be really hot and windy or really cold and windy. We don’t know what 
Race Day is going to be like, so as many different days in each condition helps us out 
and gets us a little bit closer to what we should do to the car.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Today was a real 
good day for the Delphi crew. Things are going well. It was our first chance to get serious 
about our race setup. We’ll continue working on our car during the next couple of days to 
perfect the balance on our long runs. I’m sure most of the other guys are doing the same 
as us, getting prepared for the race.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We had an OK 
day today on the Corteco team. We were just out making long runs and trying to get the 
car nice and consistent for the race. We’re actually in our T-car right now working on 
race setup, and the primary car is in pieces. They’re rebuilding it to get it ready for the 
race. We’ll run the backup car the remainder of the week and then probably roll out the 
primary car on Sunday, just to make sure everything is good for the race.” 
 
  TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It went really quite smooth today for the Cure Autism 
Now/HomeMed Pharmacy crew. We got through what we wanted to evaluate. Obviously, 
we focused on race trim, which was what we had been working on up until Friday. We 
shifted back today, and we were immediately back to where we were. We worked on 
running in traffic with Scott and Al, and we’ll continue to do so the rest of the week.” 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We are really focused on our race setup. We are just 
trying to run and get some laps in along with getting durability tests. When it gets a little 
closer to Sunday, we will put a little more of a qualifying setup on it and see what we can 
do. We will just keep plugging away at it and keep making changes, until we get it right.” 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We went 
through a few changes, and I was just feeling the car. It was a slow day for us, just trying 
to take the time. We’ve got a few days left. It was just me today. Tomorrow we will have 
more of my teammates around, so we can work more. But today was a good start.” 
 

KIM GREEN (President, Andretti Green Racing): “We were just working on 
making sure we have a comfortable car in all weather conditions. Obviously, we don’t 
know what Race Day weather conditions are going to be like, but in theory, they will 
probably be warmer than what we’ve experienced up to now. We’re just gathering all our 
data and trying all the different setups we want so that when we get closer to race 
weekend we can really pick the setup we want.” 

 
BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We started at 11 a.m. today and pretty much ran all day. 
Today was the first day we ran in race trim all month. That was a change for us. We 
worked very hard last week getting ready for qualifying. We wanted to get the car solidly 
in the show and not have to worry about qualifying this weekend. We feel like we are in a 
safe position. There is a lot to be done this week with the race trim.” 
 

JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It’s good to be back. Indy is a magical place, and I certainly 
would love to win it some day. That’s why I’m here. Today, straight away, the car was 
very solid. Kenny (Brack) and Team Rahal have done a good job so far, and obviously 
they’ve been fast all month long. So it was simple. I was running that speed in three or 
four laps, and there’s a lot more in there for speed. We can trim the car, and we have a 
newer-spec Honda powerplant. From there, it was straight into full-tank running and 
trying to move the race setup along. I think we got off to a good start today, but there are 
still some issues with the race setup. And today was spent basically trying to solve 
those.” (You’ve had a lot of work recently, haven’t you?): “I woke up at 4:30 this morning 
because of jet lag. I was ready to go a little too early today.” (How does it feel to come 
back to Indy?) “It feels great. I’m really appreciative of the opportunity for Bobby Rahal 
and David Letterman and Argent Mortgage, and it’s probably one of the best, if not the 
best, chances of engine-car combination that I’ve ever had. If I do qualify on Sunday, I’ll 
be starting quite a ways back. But the car is good enough to win from there. I’m 
energized to be here and compete for the race win. I’m not here to participate. This team 
and car package can win the race, and I’m excited about that.” (About the potential of a 
small field): “It’s probably one of the most competitive fields if they only get one more car 
added to the 24 they have now. Every one of those cars can win the race. It depends on 
which side of the story you want to write about. I prefer to look at the side that it’s highly 
competitive. There’s a lot of talent in the race teams and the driver seats. There’s a 
battle between engine manufacturers here, and that makes for a high level of 
competition. Maybe there won’t be Bump Day drama that you’ve seen in the past, but I 
think the level of the cars and the quality of the field has been as high as it’s been.” 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Today was a long day for Team Menard. We just 
struggled this morning. The car was extremely loose. I lost a lot of confidence in the car. 
Around here all it is, is confidence. We came back to the garage and made some 
changes. We went back out, and we were a little bit better. We put some downforce on, 
made one final change, and the Johns Manville/Menards car was perfect. From there, 
we started running flat around here, and the speeds picked up. The confidence came 
right back. The point of today was to get done what we did. To get a real stable, 
consistent car. We did one long run and put 45 laps on a set of the Firestone tires, and 
they looked great. Now we have a good setup, we can keep fine-tuning the car and be 
ready to go on Race Day.” 
 

SHIGEAKI HATTORI (No. 5 EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We made a couple runs today mainly to get my confidence 
back since I haven’t been in a car since I crashed last week. The track conditions were 
good, there was no wind, and it wasn’t too hot or too cold so it worked out well for me. 
My confidence is back; the EPSON car is good, and we will work on speed tomorrow.” 
 
 AIRTON DARE (No. 5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I am glad to be back in an IndyCar™ Series car. It took me a 
little longer than I thought it would to get back up to speed, but I haven’t driven an Indy 
car in race conditions since Texas last year. I did warm up the car on Sunday, but the 
wind was so bad, I didn’t really push it. I wasn’t out there very long. Today, the car 
seems to be pushing a little bit. But with more time in the car, we’ll get it working to 
where I’m comfortable.” 
 
 A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I think today went pretty good. I just got back in the groove 
after being off the track for a couple days. The Conseco car feels good and so do I.” 

 
GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “This was our first day of race preparation. We focused on 
race setup, and I’m happy with the progress we made thus far. We were on full tanks 
and ran with Helio (Castroneves) to see how the Marlboro Team Penske car handled in 
traffic. Race preparation is all about consistency and getting the car to run well in 
different conditions, not the ultimate lap time.” 
 

HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Today was our first day on the track since qualifying. 
Although I planned on having a few days off this week, after winning the pole my 
schedule has gotten quite hectic, but I’m not complaining. It felt good to get back in the 
Marlboro Team Penske car. We ran most of the day and worked on our race setup. The 
team has already disassembled my primary car as they are rebuilding it for the race, so 
we will be running our T-car for the next couple of days.” 
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DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “As with most other guys, we ran our race setup today. The 
car was pretty good, but we still have a lot of work left to do this week. The qualifying 
setup and race setups are quite different, so it takes an adjustment to get used to. Now 
that our qualifying runs are over, the race becomes our focus. It’s such a long race, and 
you need to have a consistent race car if you want to have any chance of winning.” 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We turned a lot of laps this morning and got a lot 
accomplished. We experimented with a lot of different minor setup changes. Overall, it 
went very well for us. You can’t get too excited this early in the month, but I feel that we’ll 
have a great chance to win when the race gets here.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Obviously, we’re happy with P1 today. The most important 
thing I wanted to get started doing today was working on my race setup and to begin 
fine-tuning the car and the way it acts in traffic. We got some good data on how my car 
runs in traffic, but we have a lot more work to do. It seemed like every time I was 
catching up to other cars, the crew had to call me into the pits. My fast lap was on my 
own, and I feel good about how the car runs when I am on my own. But the most 
important thing, obviously, is to have a good-handling car in traffic. My teammate Felipe 
(Giaffone) worked out some problems today that he was having last week, so he had a 
good day, too. Now we can really work together both with our engineers and out on the 
racetrack.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I think that was our best day of the month so far. Definitely 
showed we had a few problems last week, and it feels very good to be up near the top 
after a big struggle. Finally, we could sort things out, and I was actually going quicker 
with more wing, more fuel and older tires than we could go last week. The car was very 
comfortable by myself. Unfortunately, it came a little bit too late for qualifying but better 
late than never. Now that we are back on pace, we can work toward Race Day, and I 
think we’ll be in great shape.” 
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TAKAGI LEADS INDY PRACTICE; LUYENDYK STEPS ASIDE FOR RACE 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Wednesday, May 14, 2003 – Rookie Tora Takagi led practice 
May 14 for the 87th Indianapolis 500, one of two drivers surpassing 229 mph at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

Takagi, who qualified seventh for the race, turned a top lap of 39.1809 
seconds, 229.704 mph in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

“The most important thing I wanted to get started doing today was working on 
my race setup and to begin fine-tuning the car and the way it acts in traffic,” Takagi said. 
“My fast lap was on my own, and I feel good about how the car runs when I am on my 
own. But the most important thing, obviously, is to have a good-handling car in traffic.” 

Gil de Ferran was second at 39.2708, 229.178 in the No. 6T Marlboro Team 
Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone, while Takagi’s teammate Felipe Giaffone was 
third at 39.3640, 228.635 in the No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

MBNA Pole winner and two-time defending race winner Helio Castroneves was 
fourth at 39.4301, 228.252 in the No. 3T Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Tomas Scheckter rounded out the top five at 39.5039, 227.826 
in the No. 10T Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Jimmy Vasser was fastest of the non-qualified drivers, 11th at 39.8307, 225.956 
in the No. 19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing Dallara/Honda/Firestone. This was 
Vasser’s first day on track this month. 

Bump Day, the final day of qualifying, is Sunday, May 18. Practice continues 
Thursday. 

“I went out this morning, and in a matter of three or four laps at speed, the car 
was solid,” Vasser said. “I was flat and ran about a 226 on our own. I know that there’s a 
lot more in there by trimming it and putting the qualifier motor in there. The real focus for 
me today was trying to get to work on a race setup and help the team move the race 
setup along.” 

Mo Nunn Racing had two of the three fastest cars on track today, but the team 
also made news off the track. Two-time Indy winner Arie Luyendyk does not have 
medical clearance to drive in the race May 25. He crashed during practice May 9 in the 
No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. A replacement driver 
will be named soon. 

“Since the crash, obviously my back and neck had some pain,” Luyendyk said. 
“I also noticed I wasn’t as coherent as I should be. I got back in touch with Dr. (Henry) 
Bock and concluded it’s not in my best interest to race because I don’t think I can 
function the way I should in a race car. I didn’t have any desire to be in the car feeling 
the way I feel.” 

There were 25 cars on track today, turning a total of 1,637 laps despite two rain 
delays totaling one hour, 13 minutes. There was one incident, as Shinji Nakano was 
unhurt after hitting the outside wall between Turns 1 and 2 in the No. 54 Beard Papa’s 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
8 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
9-11:30 a.m. IRL Infiniti Pro Series practice 
Noon Butler University Head Men’s Basketball Coach Todd Lickliter  

waves the green flag to start the 10th day of track activity. 
Noon-6 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice 
6 p.m.  End of the day press conference 

*** 
Mo Nunn Racing officials announced the IndyCar Series veteran Alex Barron, 

32, from Menifee, Calif., will replace two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk in 
the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. Luyendyk does not 
have medical clearance to drive. He is still suffering from lingering injuries from his crash 
May 9. 

Barron finished fourth in last year’s Indianapolis 500 and was named Bank One 
co-Rookie of the Year with Tomas Scheckter. He finished fifth in IndyCar Series points 
and scored his first career IndyCar Series victory in July 2002 at Nashville 
Superspeedway. 

ALEX BARRON: “I’m very happy because this is a terrific opportunity for me 
with a first-rate team and a great engine-chassis package that I'm really familiar with. It’s 
not the greatest of circumstances because I’m driving in place of a true legend here at 
the Speedway, but I hope we can carry on with the team's goal of fielding a potential 
race-winning effort. I got to race the G Force with Toyota power at Motegi, and I tested it 
here at the Speedway just before the month of May got started. So the learning curve 
should not be a steep one. I'll definitely be inspired by thinking of all those great things 
Arie (Luyendyk) has done here over the years.” 

MORRIS NUNN: “It wasn't a very difficult decision to go with Alex (Barron), 
when you really think about it. The first thing we did when we found out Arie (Luyendyk) 
wasn't going to be able to drive was talk to our sponsors and see what they wanted to 
do. They said, simply, that they wanted a driver who could step in and give us the best 
possible chance to win the ‘500.’ That goal never changed, from Day 1. We feel Alex 
comes to us with the highest credentials available. He tested here. He raced this 
package in Japan. I have every reason to expect that we can keep working toward our 
goals in the relatively short time we have left.” 

*** 
  Robbie Buhl, driver of the No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone, will be featured in a new exhibit at the Detroit Historical 
Museum. The exhibit, “Guts, Glory and Beyond,” opens May 17 and focuses on local 
Detroit sports heroes and their athletic careers. The display will include Buhl’s racing 
suit, IndyCar Series car, racing memorabilia and information on his racing career. 

Buhl, a native of Detroit, has started seven Indianapolis 500-Mile Races, with a 
best finish of sixth in 1999 and a best start of second in 2002. He scored IndyCar Series 
wins at New Hampshire in 1997 and Walt Disney World Speedway in 2000. He was the 
1992 Indy Lights champion and co-drove a Mustang to victory in the GTS class of the 
1993 24 Hours of Daytona. 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Claire Horton, a seventh-grade student at Clay Junior High School in Carmel, 
Ind., won the 2003 Chevrolet “Salute Your Hero” essay contest. Throughout April, the 
Central Indiana Chevy Dealers played host to the second annual “Salute Your Hero” 
essay contest asking middle school students to nominate a person who has been a 
personal inspiration. Horton’s essay was chosen among more than 100 entries. 

Horton nominated Joy Lorch, from Carmel, who raises money for multiple 
sclerosis research, serves as a volunteer firefighter, organizes charity walk teams, 
volunteers at the Wheeler Mission and is the mother of three children. 

As the honoree of Chevrolet’s “Salute Your Hero” essay contest, Lorch will 
serve as an honorary Indianapolis 500 pit crew member with Hemelgarn Racing and 
1996 Indianapolis 500 winner Buddy Lazier. As the essay winner, Horton will receive a 
$2,500 U.S. savings bond, a matching donation to her school and six suite tickets to the 
race. Horton also is scheduled to ride in a Chevrolet Silverado SS pick-up truck during 
the Chevrolet Parade Lap. 

Second-place honors and four tickets to the race go to Samantha Bowers, from 
Ladoga, Ind., and a seventh-grade student South Montgomery Junior High School. 
Bowers nominated her father, who fought for his life after a severe workplace accident. 

Two winners tied for third place in the contest. Elissa Holman, a seventh-grade 
Tri-West Middle School student from Pittsboro, Ind., who nominated her hard-working 
father, and Ashley Miller, a seventh-grade Pendleton Middle School student from 
Pendleton, Ind., who nominated her adoptive father. Each will receive a Chevy Racing 
Pack and two tickets to the race. 

Claire Horton and Joy Lorch are available for interviews the week prior to the 
Indianapolis 500 and between 8-9 a.m. on Race Day, May 25. Please contact Molly 
Carter at (708) 870-0989. 

JOY LORCH: “When I found out Claire entered me in Chevrolet’s ‘Salute Your 
Hero’ essay contest, I was truly amazed and kept asking, ‘Why me?’ The volunteer work 
we do with MS and the Wheeler Mission are just a part of my family’s daily life. This 
recognition is an honor but nothing we ever anticipated. The organizations I work with 
are the true heroes here with the unconditional work they do to better the lives of others. 
The people I work with are not blessed because I’m in their lives. I’m blessed that they 
are in mine.” 

KATE HARDY (Chevrolet Marketing Manager): “Joy Lorch is exactly the type 
of person we want to honor with the ‘Salute Your Hero’ essay contest. She’s an 
everyday woman doing extraordinary work for her community and family. The caliber of 
essays we received demonstrates that many people are making a difference in Central 
Indiana and earning recognition from their kids, neighbors and friends. ‘Salute Your 
Hero’ provides an excellent platform for the Central Indiana Chevy Dealers to learn 
about the wonderful people in their backyards and reward their efforts.” 

*** 
Infiniti Pro Series practice has been delayed for a few minutes due to damp 

track conditions. 
*** 

INFINITI PRO SERIES PRACTICE REPORT: 
At 9:16 a.m., the ambient temperature was 60 degrees with west winds at 5 

mph and a relative humidity of 86 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 81 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.  
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
9:18 a.m. – YELLOW. #4 Taylor first on track for first official Infiniti Pro Series 

practice at IMS. Practice began under a “running yellow” condition. #36 Medeiros first to 
complete a lap. 
 9:22 a.m. – GREEN. 
 9:34 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 9:38 a.m. – GREEN. 
 9:57 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 10 a.m. – GREEN. 

10:15 a.m. -- The ambient temperature was 62 degrees with west winds at 11 
mph and a relative humidity of 81 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 84 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

10:35 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
10:40 a.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
87th Indianapolis 500 entry update: 
 •Alex Barron is the driver of the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/ Firestone. 

*** 
  Arie Luyendyk Jr. drives the No. 5 Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone in the Infiniti Pro Series. However, the No. 5 represents more 
than a car number. For the Freedom 100, Luyendyk drives car No. 5, is located in pit 
stall No. 5, is fifth in the qualifying order and is fifth in Infiniti Pro Series points. 

*** 
Freedom 100 entry update: 
 •Craig Dollansky’s car name is the No. 33 VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro 
Motorsports Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone. 

*** 
  Jeff Simmons, driver of the No. 20 Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg 
Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone, drives for Keith Duesenberg Racing in the Infiniti Pro 
Series. The team is owned by Keith Duesenberg, the great-grandson of Henry 
Duesenberg, the oldest brother of Fred and Augie Duesenberg, the founders of 
Duesenberg Motor Company and Duesenberg Brothers Racing. Duesenberg race cars 
made their Indianapolis 500 debut in 1914, with World War I flying ace Eddie 
Rickenbacker earning the marque’s first top-10 finish. Between 1924-27, Duesenberg 
drivers earned three Indianapolis 500 victories, with 1925 Indianapolis 500 champion 
Peter DePaolo becoming the first race winner to average faster than 100 mph. 

*** 
  Mark Taylor, driver No. 4 Fulmar Panther Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone, was the first 
driver on track today for the first official Infiniti Pro Series practice session at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
 JOHN BARNES (Owner, Panther Racing): “It’s a great vision by Tony 
(George) to run these cars here. It’s very fitting. It’s a great opportunity to learn about the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and hopefully step up into the IRL.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 

The logo for the 88th Indianapolis 500 was unveiled today at a press conference 
in the Trackside Conference Room at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Officials from 
IMS asked students at the Herron School of Art at Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) to design logos. The logo designed by IUPUI senior Greg Beall was 
selected. The 88th Indianapolis 500 takes place May 30, 2004. 

JOIE CHITWOOD (Senior Vice President of Business Affairs, IMS): “We 
had six students from the Herron School of Art, and we had six great choices. I was 
telling the dean earlier that we had some tough choices to make. But we settled on one 
that was representative of next year’s race.” 

GREG BEALL (Designer of the 2004 Indianapolis 500 logo and student at 
Herron School of Art): “The inspiration behind the logo is I like the older designs and 
the aesthetic quality, but I wanted to mix in some the things that have been illustrated in 
the newer designs. This is what we came up with. It has a retro feel. A lot of the things I 
found interesting about the track happened in the 30s and 40s with the open cockpit, 
half-helmet and goggles. This arrived from that.” 

*** 
INFINITI PRO SERIES PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 11:19 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
 11:27 a.m. – GREEN. 
 11:30 a.m. – The Infiniti Pro Series practice has been extended until 11:45 a.m. 
due to the delay of the start of practice this morning. 
 11:35 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 11:41 a.m. – GREEN. 
 11:44 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of Freedom 100 practice session. 

*** 
Top 10 Infiniti Pro Series Drivers of the Day 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 92 Cory Witherill WSA Healthcare D/I/F 187.993 
2 14 Ed Carpenter Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing D/I/F 187.764 
3 91 Aaron Fike RFMS/Hemelgarn D/I/F 187.253 
4 4 Mark Taylor (R) Fulmar Panther D/I/F 186.836 
5 5 Arie Luyendyk Jr. Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson D/I/F 186.471 
6 36 Thiago Medeiros (R) Genoa Racing D/I/F 186.373 
7 12 Matt Beardsley Alpine Bank/Old Republic Land Title D/I/F 186.340 
8 6 Marco Cioci (R) TBA D/I/F 186.326 
9 8 Ronnie Johncox REV 1 Racing Special D/I/F 186.279 
10 24 Paul Dana (R) Ethanol/ISI D/I/F 185.343 
(R) – Series rookie 

*** 
 During Infiniti Pro Series practice, there were six caution periods for 30 laps. 
Drivers completed 886 laps. 

*** 
INDIANPAOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT: 

At noon, the ambient temperature was 63 degrees with west-northwest winds at 
8 mph and a relative humidity of 72 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. 

Noon – GREEN. #6 de Ferran first on track. 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 

High-ranking leaders from the sanctioning body, broadcast, sponsorship and 
supplier segments of motorsports will meet May 20-21 at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway for the second annual Open-Wheel Racing Summit, presented by Street & 
Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal magazine. 
 The Indianapolis Motor Speedway will play host to the two-day conference, 
which takes place in the week leading up to the 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race on 
Sunday, May 25. The conference will offer industry insights and examine the core issues 
facing the sport including: corporate sponsorship, attracting fans, television, new media, 
manufacturing, racing safety, technology and marketing. 
 Companies expected to participate in the summit include: General Motors, 
Coca-Cola, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire, 
LLC, Target Chip Ganassi Racing, Bombardier, Indy Racing League, Codemasters, 
World of Outlaws, National Speed Sport News, ignition, inc., United States Auto Club, 
Championship Auto Racing Teams Inc., Andretti Green Racing and several other 
companies involved in open wheel racing.  
 The conference will feature a special forum on improving race safety 
performance and perception. 
 Media are welcome to attend this landmark event at no charge. For information 
on the Open-Wheel Summit, or to register online, visit 
http://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com. 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 12:30 p.m. – Firestone engineers report a track temperature of 109 degrees. 
 12:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 12:54 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
The Indiana Section of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) has 

announced four candidates for the 37th annual BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award, 
which will be presented May 16 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The award, 
presented to engineers by engineers, honors early racing pioneer Louis Schwitzer and 
acknowledges individuals with the courage and conviction to explore and develop new 
concepts in racing technology. 

Candidates for this year’s award are individuals who are responsible for the 
following technologies: 

•Dallara IR3 chassis 
•Honda HI3R Series Indy V-8 engine 
•Panoz G Force GF09 chassis 
•Toyota Indy V-8 engine 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 12:55 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 9T Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.169 mph 
2 32 Tony Renna (R) Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 226.875 
3 6T Gil de Ferran  Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 226.485 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 225.862 
5 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 225.847 
(W) – Former Winner; (R) – Rookie 
 

http://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com/
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 1:03 p.m. – #20 Barron fourth fastest of the day with a lap of 226.230 mph. He 
has turned 11 laps thus far. 
 1:05 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 1:16 p.m. – GREEN. 
 1:22 p.m. – YELLOW. Moisture. 
 1:41 p.m. – GREEN. 
 1:47 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
 1:57 p.m. – GREEN. 
 2:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
 2:17 p.m. – GREEN. 
 2:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 
 2:53 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
 Team owner Morris Nunn is not shy about pitching in and helping his team with 
the little things. Nunn, who owns cars driven by Felipe Giaffone, Tora Takagi and Alex 
Barron, was seen moving tires around Takagi’s pit today. 

*** 
 Craig Dollansky, driver of the No. 33 VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro 
Motorsports Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone in the Freedom 100, will be doing double duty this 
weekend. 

Today and Friday will be busy days for Dollansky, who will participate in 
practice sessions and qualifying for the Infiniti Pro Series and then board a plane bound 
for Mechanicsburg, Pa., where he will compete in O’Reilly World of Outlaws Series 
events at the Williams Grove Speedway both nights. 

After competing in the Freedom 100 on May 17, Dollansky will fly to 
Hagerstown, Md., to honor his World of Outlaws Series commitments at the Hagerstown 
Speedway. 

Dollansky is third in World of Outlaws Series points and has earned nine top-
five finishes and 20 top-10 finishes this season. 
 CRAIG DOLLANSKY: “I try to train as much as I possibly can, and I think that 
my physical endurance training will play a major role in my adaptation to my upcoming 
travel. I’m accustomed to long hours on the road, as the World of Outlaws series 
competes in over 90 events nationwide every year. I’ve made arrangements for a plane 
to shuttle me between the Infiniti Pro Series event and my O’Reilly World of Outlaws 
Series commitments. I’m looking forward this week, especially getting to compete at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.” 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 3 p.m. 

  No.   Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.157 mph 
2 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood No Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.255 
3 9T Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.169 
4 26T Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 228.128 
5 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 227.568 
(R) – Rookie 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:21 p.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #26T Wheldon. Crew reports car ran out of 
fuel. 
 3:26 p.m. – GREEN. 
 3:40 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 3:48 p.m. – GREEN. 
 4:01 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 4:04 p.m. – GREEN. 
 4:24 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 4:27 p.m. – GREEN. 
 4:51 p.m. – Meira has completed 10 laps in the #2T.  

5 p.m. – At the beginning of “Happy Hour,” the ambient temperature was 66 
degrees with north-northwest winds at 10 mph and a relative humidity of 65 percent. 
Skies were partly sunny. The track temperature was 96 degrees, according to Firestone 
engineers. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 5 p.m. 

     No. Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.157 mph 
2 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/T/F 228.378 
2 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood No Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.255 
3 9T Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.169 
4 26T Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 228.128 
(R) – Rookie 

*** 
  Tony Dungy, head coach of the Indianapolis Colts, will wave the green flag at 
10:30 a.m. tomorrow to start IndyCar Series practice. 

*** 
  There will be an autograph session with Infiniti Pro Series drivers from 3-4 p.m. 
tomorrow in the Bombardier Pagoda Plaza.  

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 5:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 5:20 p.m. – GREEN. 
 6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 10 of track activity for the 87th Indianapolis 
500. 

*** 
 Todd Lickliter, head men’s basketball coach at Butler University, waved the 
green flag to start IndyCar Series practice today. Lickliter led the Bulldogs to a Sweet 16 
appearance in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament in March. 
 TODD LICKLITER: (About his experience today at the Speedway): “I was 
taken back by the hospitality. I loved the teamwork. It was so impressive as to how 
everyone had a job to do. I was nervous. I had no idea how little of time it takes for the 
cars to get from the fourth turn to the start/finish line. You just had to start waving as 
soon as you saw a race car. I was flattered to be invited, and I had a great time. It was 
really exciting.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top 10 Drivers of the Day 
  No.   

   

Driver Car Speed
1 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 229.157 mph 
2 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/T/F 228.378 
3 21 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.255 
4 9T Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 228.169 
5 26T Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 228.128 
6 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 228.075 
7 10T Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.148 
8 6T Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 227.054 
9 32 Tony Renna (R) Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 226.875 
10 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 226.854 

*** 
Top 7 Unqualified Drivers of the Day 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 20 Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 226.230 mph 
2 19 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 226.027 
3 5 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 224.880 
4 5T Airton Dare EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 223.738 
5 2T Vitor Meira (R) Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 223.656 
6 98T Billy Boat  Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 223.546 
7 18 Jimmy Kite PDM Racing D/C/F 218.040 
(R) – Rookie; (W) – Former Winner 

*** 
POST-PRACTICE QUICK QUOTE: 
 ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I think overall it went fairly well. We got up to speed really 
quick. It’s all the little things that you get with chemistry within the team, and that’s what 
we’re working on right now. There’s not a lot of time to do that, but we have a really good 
package. We have Toyota engines and G Force chassis, which I’ve driven with Team 
Penske. So I think we’re in pretty good shape there. But again, it’s all the little things. 
Getting in the show on Sunday is one thing but having a good race car for 500 miles is 
another thing. We’re working on those things to get some angles on how to attack the 
race, and we have a short time to do it, but we’re doing everything we can to put it in 
place at the right time.” 

*** 
A total of 55 cars are now at the Speedway, and 55 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 33 drivers on the track to date. Today there were 11 
caution periods for 1 hour and 37 minutes. Drivers completed 1,870 laps today. Fifty-
eight drivers have passed their physicals. Max Papis was the latest to pass. 

*** 
 Dan Wheldon, driver of the No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone, is the only driver who has been in the top five each day he has 
been on the track. He did not practice May 7 or May 14. 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“Today we did two full-stint runs, and we are very happy with our car balance. I got to 
learn some runs in traffic, and I got a good feel on how I need to pass people during the 
race. We were not aiming for fast times today. Instead, we focused on the consistency 
during the full stint, estimating what the race pace will be. I feel ready for the race. 
Depending on the weather tomorrow, we may do some running in order to be able to 
adapt to any conditions by Race Day.” 
 

JIMMY KITE (No. 18 PDM Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We didn’t 
do a whole lot today. We got that new Chevy motor in it, and we just wanted to shake it 
down, see if it pulls me down the straightaway, and it did. From what I could tell, it feels 
like it got more power than the last one we had in it. We’ll find out tomorrow. We shook it 
down, never ran a flat lap today, and we’ll see what we can do tomorrow.” (What kind of 
speed do you think you can reach?): “I’d like to say 226 (mph) or 227, but realistically if 
we could get a 225, and I can run four of those back to back, then the team’s going to be 
happy because I know that’s going to get us in the field. We’re going to trim it out some 
more. We ran with a lot of downforce last week, so there’s plenty left to trim out, but 
we’re not going to get ridiculous with it. Pole Day is over. We just want to make sure we 
get the car safely in the field.” 
 

BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was an OK day. We got some good information for the 
race. We would have liked to run more and run faster. We needed some information for 
the race, so we tried all kinds of configurations trying to get the car like I really wanted it 
for the race. We are close to what I want to see out of it for the race. I just wish we were 
able to go a little quicker. We’re running flat out all the time and wide open in race trim. It 
is certainly very aggressive in race trim.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “Our race setup is very good. I got a chance to work with the car in traffic, 
and there were no big problems. I think we will come out and do one more long run 
tomorrow, and then that will be the end of our preparation at the track this week. The 
Pioneer team did a fantastic job all month long. I wish we could just keep driving until 
Race Day because I love this place so much. I will just save all of that enthusiasm and 
energy for the final practice and for Race Day.” 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a pretty good day once again. Actually, we are very 
happy with our last two days. My engineers and my team worked some magic since the 
weekend and the car is to the point where it is very comfortable. We were able to try a 
number of things today, and the car responded very well. If the conditions on Race Day 
are anything like they are today, I think we’re going to have a good day. But you never 
know, so you have to be ready for anything. We’re done for the week, so the guys are 
going to take the Hollywood cars back to the race shop and get us ready for Carb Day. 
All in all, we’re in great shape, I think.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): 
“We’re still figuring out what makes a good car and what makes a bad car, and we’ve 
learned a lot of things. We know we had some problems in qualifying, and we’ve learned 
about two or three of those as the week has gone on. Today we’re working purely on 
race setups, getting lots of miles and running of full tanks. We’re finding out how many 
laps we can put on a set of tires and just going through the paces. We’re really just using 
this as a test session for our time. I can’t say enough about every individual on the 
Access Motorsports team. They’ve done just a wonderful job, and we’re really coming 
together as a team. I think we had a fantastic day working on race setups.” 
 

SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We didn’t get too many laps, but it was a long day. But it’s preparation for a big race, 
and we’ll keep working at it. We’re still working on race setups, and the Pennzoil Panther 
guys are just working their butts off. It may be a long day for me at the racetrack, but 
they are working long days and nights working on these cars. I’m glad everything has 
progressed the way it has, and hopefully we’ll keep going forward.” 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We had a plan to run 500 miles on our race engine, and 
we finished it up today. It was really a durability test for Chevrolet, and everything went 
really well. We ran high downforce and full-fuel configuration, just like the race. We’re 
trying to figure out what the pace will be and how quick we need to run. We’ll probably 
put a qualifying engine in it and start working back toward trimming the car out and 
getting ready for Sunday.” 
 
  TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We just went through another program today of working on 
race setup. We spent a little time in both of our cars working on some issues with our 
primary car, but we got that sorted out. We went back to the T-car to focus on our plan 
we’ve had all month, which is working on a good car for the race. Everything felt really 
good. The car seems to be getting better with every little change, and we’re getting a 
little time in traffic, as well. It was a good day, and everyone did a great job with the Cure 
Autism Now/HomeMed Pharmacy car. We had no mechanical issues, and everything 
was solid, so I’m pretty happy about everything.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We made a little 
bit of a gain today with the car. I really don’t know where we are on our speed, when I 
run alone I’m only the 222-mph range. The Corteco car has been running really good, 
and the car is handling great in traffic, so we’ll put a fresh engine in tonight and see how 
we go tomorrow. We’ll still keep working away at our race program the rest of the week 
and just keep doing the same thing and hopefully make some more gains.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a good 
day. The Delphi guys showed good hustle by getting our T-car back together and back 
out on the track so we could leave our race car parked for Carburetion Day. We picked 
up basically where we left off yesterday. We had a good race pace, and we’ll just 
keeping working on making the Delphi car better for the race.” 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a very good day today. We didn’t run that many 
laps, but the car is very good. We made some final adjustments for the race, and the car 
has responded very well to the changes. I think that we’re about ready for the race. I’m 
so happy to be with such a great group of guys. We have really jelled as a group.” 
 

SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “The car seems pretty good. We keep improving the car each 
time out, and I’m happy with where we’re at. We ran about 90 laps and made several 
long runs. My hand feels fine, and I think that I’m ready to go. The team has done an 
awesome job all month, and I’m getting very excited for the race.” 
 

ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I think overall it went fairly well. We got up to speed really 
quick. It’s all the little things that you get with chemistry within the team, and that is what 
we’re working on right now. There’s not a lot of time to do that, but we have a really good 
package. We have Toyota engines and G Force chassis, which I’ve driven with Team 
Penske. So, I think we’re in pretty good shape there. But again, it’s all the little things. 
Getting in the show on Sunday is one thing but having a good race car for 500 miles is 
another thing. We’re working on those things to get some angles on how to attack the 
race. We have a short time to do it, but we’re doing everything we can to put it in place at 
the right time.” (Did Roger Penske play a role in you landing this ride?): “They never had 
permanent plans to run a third car. Did he help me? Yes. He put me in a very good car 
at Motegi. He helped come here and show speed in his car prior to the month of May. I 
think that played a big factor in getting the ride at Mo Nunn, and I thank him for that. At 
the same time, I gained a lot of experience. To get in a car and get a lot of experience 
here at Indy, I think that helped, for sure.” (Did you actually talk to Penske?) “Again, they 
never had a permanent situation, and we were always up front with each other. That’s 
one of the great things about Roger. He’s fairly straightforward and communicating with 
Tim Cindric. I was up front with them the whole time, and they were the same. They 
knew I was searching other avenues, and they told me that if I got something put 
together, I should move forward.” (What’s your timetable for the rest of the week?): “I 
think, initially, you have to determine how fast you want to get the car. You only have two 
or three days prior to qualifications. Really, right now, with only Carb Day after 
qualifications, you have to work on race setups. That’s what we did to get me up to 
speed. Probably Saturday, we’ll start working on qualifying. You never know here with 
the weather. You change your game plan if you think it’s going to come in, and you jump 
to qualifying. There’s definitely a lot to do in a short amount of time. Mo Nunn has put 
together a quality program, and we’re ready to go.” (When was your first contact with Mo 
Nunn?): “I talked to Peter Parrott (team manager) and Mo quite a bit. You can hear a lot 
of things around the track, but a lot of it is fantasy until they called me directly, which was 
yesterday. It didn’t move any farther forward until that point.” (Were you close to any 
other deals): “I talked to several team owners who were trying to put together a deal, 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
Alex Barron (cont.) but the thing people don’t understand is when you have two primary 
drivers and you are going after a championship, you don’t want to take away the focus 
on what they are trying to do. This is the biggest race, and everybody is trying to win it, 
but the last thing you need is a big distraction.” 

 
KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 

Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We were able to run a good number of laps today. I think 
Jimmy (Vasser) and I are making headway in the race setups. The track was really 
different today and made for some difficult conditions, but our staff did a good job 
concentrating on the direction of the car. We still have some issues to work on with the 
car, but I think it’s a positive step to have Jimmy and I working in the same way. I’ll 
continue to work on the race, and Jimmy will have to look at qualifying setup on Friday a 
little. It’s good to have Jimmy here now. Jimmy has a lot of experience, and he and I can 
bounce things off each other this week. Of course, he was here with Team Rahal last 
year, and they were fast in the race, so he will be a good person to work with on the race 
settings. I was asked last week if I ran the same setups as Jimmy. I don’t know because 
we haven’t been teammates before. But I know we like the (same) driving lines on the 
track because we crashed into each other three times last year.” 
 

JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Mortgage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We 
ran a little better today. Kenny (Brack) and I are having similar problems with our car, but 
we are working in a good direction. The track conditions really changed today from 
Wednesday. We are working on our plan with the race setups. We’re chipping away at 
things, and that is good. We haven’t put a qualifying setup on the Argent car yet. I think 
we’ll work on that on Friday. I’m still getting used to the time change from Europe. I woke 
up really early again today, but I was able to get back to sleep and that helped me. I 
should be OK by Saturday.” 

 
DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 

“We were just working on the race setup today. The Klein Tools/Jim Beam car got better 
and better throughout the day, and I think we’re in good shape. We aren’t exactly where 
we want to be, so my crew is going to work hard tomorrow. Right now, I think we’re very 
competitive, but we want to make sure we cover all of our bases for when the race 
starts.” 

 
ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Today’s plan was to get the backup car up to speed, 
and we did that in very quick order since we didn't get out until late in the day. We’re 
pretty pleased with the preparation, and now we just want to log miles with the backup 
for the rest of the week.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Today went really well. We went out there and did full-
tank runs. We were able to run completely through two full tanks. We did a quick lap of a 
223.8 (mph) by ourselves. The car is very consistent right now on full tanks. We have a 
good pace for the race. We ran a little bit in traffic. The competition out there is so tight, 
you are almost stuck doing whatever pace the car in front of you is doing. What we 
wanted to learn was to make sure the car, in traffic, was good. We found that it was. I am 
confident that everything is going just as planned.” 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was a long day. We are working on the same thing as 
yesterday, our race trim. We had some minor problems that we had to work through. We 
are just doing what we need to do to have a good race car.” 
 

VITOR MEIRA (No. 2T Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Today was my first day on the track this month. 
Compared to a month ago, it is really different. The car is different. The track is different. 
Right now I am building confidence. I am just trying to do everything right. I don’t want to 
make any mistakes or do anything silly. I am building confidence with both the qualifying 
trim and the race trim. I don’t know about the future. We’ll see. All I know is I will test 
tomorrow and do my best for Team Menard.” 
 

TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was a 
very good day for us. We turned close to 130 laps, working a lot on the race setup and 
not worrying about lap times at all. I was pretty pleased with the balance we came out 
with, so I’m going to give Michael (Andretti) his car back tomorrow, and he is going to 
continue to work. It was a great team effort today between Dan (Wheldon) and me. We 
found a pretty good balance that we think is going to be good for the race, so Michael is 
going to get in tomorrow, as is Dan, and we’ll see.” 
 

KIM GREEN (President, Andretti Green Racing): “That was a lot of miles. 
Again today, we were just working on race setup during long runs and getting the car 
adjusted for all the different weather conditions we could end up with on Race Day. I 
thought we had a good, productive day. Michael (Andretti) will jump in his backup car 
tomorrow, and Dan (Wheldon) will run again tomorrow and continue working toward our 
goal of getting a setup that we think is good by itself, running in traffic with a load of fuel, 
low on fuel, on new tires and on tires that are worn. All those issues.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 POST PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

ED CARPENTER (No. 14 Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “Fourteen laps for car 14. We ran a lot of laps at the test. 
When we tested, we felt we had a good car. We went out this morning when it was still 
good. We just didn’t feel like there was any need to put a lot of miles on the car. We 
didn’t really feel the need to stay out and run all day. Two-and-a-half hours is a long 
session.” 
 

MARCO CIOCI (No. 6 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I think things went pretty 
good. We are working on two types of setups, one for qualifying and one for the race. I 
was sometimes alone and sometimes in the draft, but I think that we did a good job. I 
don’t know if the other drivers are looking for the qualifying or the race setup, but I think 
our car is ready for the race. On the last run, I think I could do with the car what I wanted. 
It is very consistent and very stable. Before the qualifying tomorrow, we are looking for a 
little bit of an adjustment, but I think that we are ready.” 
 

BRANDON ERWIN (No. 99 Natural Golf/Sam Schmidt Motorsports Dallara/ 
Infiniti/Firestone): “We only got about six or eight laps on the car. We have some kind 
of motor trouble with it. I am not sure what, though. It was missing all the way around the 
track, but we are 10th quick. My third lap out was 10th quick for today, so that is not 
shabby at all. The Sam Schmidt Natural Golf No. 99 car is going to do just fine. I think 
we are going to be up front. We just have to figure out this problem. If we don’t figure out 
this problem, we are going to be in trouble for qualifying. If we get it figured out, I don't 
think it will take me long to get it up to speed, so I think we will be OK.” 
 

AARON FIKE (N0. 91 RFMS/Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“It is an unbelievable feeling. I’ve wanted to run here since I was a little kid. My dream of 
running here is finally coming true. It is just an amazing feeling. I believe you can’t just 
jump in a big IndyCar™ (Series car). This is an opportunity a guy like me needs to get to 
proceed to where I really want to be – the Indy 500. They really don’t run many races 
here, so no matter what it is, to win at Indy is awesome.” 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 5 Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “The session went pretty well. We tried to run alone. I think 
our fast lap was a tow, but alone we are very strong. We’re very close to being one of 
the quickest alone. The last change really helped, and I think it will go good. If it doesn’t 
rain tomorrow, maybe we’ll get some testing in for the race and then on to qualifying.” 
(You had limited time at the Open Test. Did that hurt you?): “We tried not to use too 
much time catching up because we’re trying to save the car for qualifying. We’re going to 
use the next session to work on race setup. We’re confident and comfortable. I think the 
engine problem in testing hurt us, but we’re all caught up now.” 
 

MARK TAYLOR (No. 4 Fulmar Panther Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “We 
wanted to make sure the gears are right for qualifying so we stayed out of the tow a lot of 
the time, and so therefore we fully haven’t shown what we’ve got yet. But the car feels 
good, and we will bring the car up as much as possible.” 



 
 

153

DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 36 Genoa Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“Practice was very good. We set the car for all different situations for qualifying, the race 
and in the draft. I’m very happy with the results and can’t wait to qualify.” 

 
JEFF SIMMONS (No. 20 Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg 

Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “We had a little problem with the gearbox. We didn’t get all 
that much running, really. We were a little off with our gearing, as well. We had too tall of 
gears in, and we weren’t able to pull that here. We really didn’t get a real good read on 
how quick we were today, unfortunately. We were real quick in testing here and 
consistent, so I think that we should be able to get up to speed pretty quick tomorrow.” 
 

JONATHAN URLIN (No. 3 Budget Rent A Car Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“We actually got quicker all the way through, and that’s exactly what we were trying to 
do. We got to play around a bit in the draft, and that’s obviously the key here now that 
everybody is up to speed. It’s really all about your current setup in the dirty air. That’s the 
thing we have to master now.” (How hard is it to adapt to a place like Indy?): “I had to 
adapt to these cars at the start of the year, and I had to adapt to running on ovals all the 
time. There’s so many things you have to adapt to; it’s just another one of those things. 
That’s what makes a good racing series. It’s just another thing we have to adapt to.” 
 

CORY WITHERILL (No. 92 WSA Healthcare Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I 
wish I would have had this opportunity the first time I came here. In 2001, I didn’t know 
what to expect. Now I know what I need to do. I try not to get distracted. I have to 
mentally stay focused on the number-one thing we have to do here: win this race. We 
did most of our times by ourselves. There was a little bit of traffic. I was trying to stay by 
myself and see what we can do by myself. That is what qualifying is going to be.” 
 

TOM WOOD (No. 9 Super 8 Motels/Sam Schmidt Motorsports 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “We made a little bit of headway, but we had a gearbox 
problem first thing this morning, so we lost about an hour and a half of practice. The car 
is feeling pretty good. We just have to keep pulling aero out of it.” 
 

CRAIG DOLLANSKY (No. 33 VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro Mtrspts. 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “Practice went well for the No. 33 VAMAC/Karavan 
Trailers/FattFro Motorsports team. This being our first practice of the event and only my 
second time in the car, I’m trying to get acclimated to the car, as well as the track. We 
pushed the 180-mph mark, and I have the utmost confidence that the Brian Stewart 
Racing team will be strong in our qualifying effort. It’s truly an honor to be part of the 
Freedom 100, as well as a part of Indianapolis Motor Speedway history.” 
 

BILLY ROE (No. 37 Bowes Seal Fast/Hoosier Wholesale 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): (Are you looking forward to qualifying?): “Absolutely. But with 
my luck, and how the rain works around here … I wanted rain this morning. Didn’t get it. 
Don’t want rain tomorrow. It will be raining.” 
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 SCOTT HARRINGTON (No. 25 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It was good. I did 
a lot of miles around here in an Indy (Car Series) car, but it’s a completely different 
animal than one of these things. You’re dealing with a different set of parameters. With 
an Indy (Car Series) car, you’re looking for more grip, and with this thing, we’re trying to 
get rid of grip. We’ve got a long way to go. We ran a mid-183 (mph lap) on our own, and 
I know a lot of quick guys were running with a tow, so I don’t think we’re that far off. 
We’ve got to find a way to get rid of some grip and free it up a bit. Where we’re at a 
disadvantage is I’ve got a lot of miles at this racetrack but not many in these cars.”  
 

MATT BEARDSLEY (No. 12 Alpine Bank/Old Republic Land Title 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “It was great. Started off real well. Didn’t get the speed we 
were looking for right off, but I think it’s fair. We did a lot of qualifying stuff. All in all, it 
was just unbelievable. You can definitely feel the uniqueness of the corners unlike 
anywhere I’ve been or seen. The cars work really well here. We’re just doing little tuning 
things. Just trying to find a little speed here, and there is what’s really hard.” 
 
 RONNIE JOHNCOX (No. 8 REV 1 Racing Special Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“(The) session went well for us. We’re pretty happy with where we’re at, but we have 
some work to do before qualifying. (We) spent a fair amount of that session working on 
race setup. I think we’ll be good for both qualifying and the race. You can run pretty well 
flat out (and) move the car up and down wherever you need to go.” 
 

PAUL DANA (No. 24 Ethanol/Team ISI Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “We 
started out great. We had a planned list of changes we wanted to evaluate from where 
we left off at the test. We got into our workload and were just focusing on our program. 
We went really quick early, and then we got confused somewhere. The car got really 
loose at the end of the session. I had some wiggles, and those aren’t fun. We’ll just have 
to put it back on the pad and see if we got lost somewhere – see where all the values 
are at. Overall, I’m frustrated, but I’m not really concerned. I think most the times you 
saw out there were draft times. It was like a little Happy Hour there at the end, and we 
chose not to participate in that. I don’t think we’re too far off in our pace by ourselves. I 
would just feel better if we were back to where we were when we were on track. The car 
just went way loose, and I was just trying to keep it out of the wall.” 
 

ROLANDO QUINTANILLA (No. 11 Bowes Automotive Products 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “It was a lot of fun. It’s pretty amazing. Everyone says it’s 
one of the best tracks in the world to run, and you really realize the truthfulness in that 
when you run it. It’s been tough, though. We had only two days to put this car together. 
We’ve been thrashing, late nights. I’m truly happy to be here, and I have to thank the 
Bowes Seal Fast guys for giving me the opportunity. We’re starting off on a good note. 
We’re progressing. For never having tested here and having not driven all year, we’re 
doing all right.” 
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TAKAGI FASTEST AGAIN AT INDY; RAY GAINS SPEED 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, Thursday, May 15, 2003 – Rookie Tora Takagi was the fastest 
driver in practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500 for the second consecutive day, and the 
third day overall this month, May 15 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

Takagi led at 39.2744 seconds, 229.157 mph in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn 
Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. He was fastest Wednesday at 229.704 and on 
May 5 at 229.019. 

“Our race setup is very good,” Takagi said. “I got a chance to work with the car 
in traffic, and there were no big problems. I think we will come out and do one more long 
run tomorrow, and then that will be the end of our preparation at the track this week. 

“The Pioneer team did a fantastic job all month long. I wish we could just keep 
driving until Race Day because I love this place so much. I will just save all of that 
enthusiasm and energy for the final practice and for Race Day.” 

2000 Indianapolis 500 MBNA Pole winner Greg Ray was second at 39.4084, 
228.378 in the No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone. 

“We’re still figuring out what makes a good car and what makes a bad car, and 
we’ve learned a lot of things,” 1999 IRL IndyCar™ Series champion Ray said. “We know 
we had some problems in qualifying, and we’ve learned about two or three of those as 
the week has gone on. Today we’re working purely on race setups, getting lots of miles 
and running of full tanks. I think we had a fantastic day working on race setups.” 

Takagi’s teammate, Felipe Giaffone, was third at 39.4295, 228.255 in the No. 
21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Rookie Scott Dixon was fourth at 39.4444, 228.169 in the No. 9T Target Chip 
Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone, while rookie Dan Wheldon rounded 
out the top five at 39.4515, 228.128 in the No. 26T Klein Tools/Jim Beam 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 

Alex Barron was the fastest non-qualified driver, 13th at 39.7826, 226.230 in 
the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. It was Barron’s first 
day in the car, as he replaced the injured Arie Luyendyk, who will not drive in the race 
May 25. 

Bump Day, the final day of qualifying, is Sunday. Barron is confident of his 
chances to find the speed to make the 33-car field. 

“I think overall it went fairly well,” Barron said. “We got up to speed really quick. 
It’s all the little things that you get with chemistry within the team, and that’s what we’re 
working on right now. There’s not a lot of time to do that, but we have a really good 
package. We have Toyota engines and G Force chassis which I’ve driven with Team 
Penske. So, I think we’re in pretty good shape there.” 

There were 29 cars on track today, turning a total of 1,870 incident-free laps. 
Practice resumes at 11:30 a.m. (EDT) Friday. 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 
 
TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
9 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open. 
9-10 a.m. IRL Infiniti Pro Series practice 
10 a.m.  Louis Schwitzer Award Press Conference, Trackside Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. Indianapolis Colts Head Coach Tony Dungy waves the green flag to start the 10th day of track 

activity. 
10:30-11:30 a.m. IndyCar™ Series practice 
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Infiniti Pro Series qualifying 
1:15-5:20 p.m. IndyCar Series practice 
3-4 p.m. Infiniti Pro Series autograph session, Bombardier Pagoda Plaza 
5:30-6 p.m. Final Infiniti Pro Series practice 
6 p.m.  End of the day press conference 

*** 
 Through 10 days of IndyCar Series on-track activity, teams and drivers have 
completed 12,451 laps or 31,127.5 miles with only one engine failure, according to Brian 
Barnhart, senior vice president of racing operations for the Indy Racing League. The 
year 2003 is the first year of a three-year cycle of new chassis and engine regulations. 

*** 
INFINITI PRO SERIES PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 9 a.m., the ambient temperature was 57 degrees with northeast winds at 5 
mph and a relative humidity of 86 percent. Skies were partly overcast. The track 
temperature was 84, according to Firestone engineers.  

9 a.m. – GREEN. 
9:33 a.m. – Just past the halfway point of morning practice, #14 Carpenter is 

fastest at 189.427 mph.  
9:42 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
9:50 a.m. – GREEN. 
10 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of Infiniti Pro Series practice session.  

*** 
Top Five Infiniti Pro Series Drivers of the First Practice Session 

    No. Driver Car Speed
1 14 Ed Carpenter Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing D/I/F 189.427 mph 
2 20 Jeff Simmons Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg D/I/F 187.977 
3 36 Thiago Medeiros Genoa Racing D/I/F 187.967 
4 92 Cory Witherill WSA Healthcare D/I/F 187.966 
5 4 Mark Taylor Fulmar Panther D/I/F 187.844 
 

Qualifying for the inaugural Freedom 100 will differ from other IRL Infiniti Pro 
Series events, as grid positions will be determined by the average speed of the two 
combined qualifying laps instead of taking the best speed of the two laps. 

A similar procedure is used for Indianapolis 500 qualifying, as grid positions are 
determined by the driver’s four-lap average speed. 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT:  
 At 10:30 a.m., the ambient temperature was 61 degrees with calm winds and a 
relative humidity of 75 percent. Skies were partly overcast. 
 10:30 a.m. – GREEN.   
 10:44 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 10:48 a.m. – GREEN.  
 10:51 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 10:54 a.m. – GREEN.  
 11:30 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of session. 

*** 
Top Five Drivers of the Day, 11:30 a.m. 

  No.   

  

Driver Car Speed
1 19 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 228.275 mph 
2 2T Vitor Meira (R) Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 227.918 
3 15T Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 227.296 
4 20 Alex Barron Miejer Mo Nunn Raicng G/T/F 226.959 
5 26T Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 226.784 

*** 
INFINITI PRO SERIES QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY: 

At 11:50 a.m., the ambient temperature was 63 degrees with north winds at 4 
mph and a relative humidity of 72 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 93, according to Firestone engineers.  
 Fastest lap of the month: #14 Carpenter, 189.427 mph, May 16 
 
11:53 a.m. #24 PAUL DANA/St. Louis  
  Ethanol/Team ISI – D/I/F  

QA-1 1 – 48.9440 – 183.884  Q - 1 
2 – 48.7365 – 184.667   

  

  T 1:37.6805 – 184.274   
 
11:56 a.m. #12 MATT BEARDSLEY/Breckenridge, Colo.  
  Alpine Bank/Old Republic Land Title – D/I/F  

QA-1 1 – 48.2730 – 186.440  Q - 2 
2 – 48.2674 – 186.461   

  

  T 1:36.5404 – 186.450   
 
11:59 a.m. #9 TOM WOOD/Calgary, Alberta  
  Super 8 Motels/Sam Schmidt Mtrspts – D/I/F  

QA-2 1 – 49.6578 – 181.240   Q - 2 
2 – 49.0001 – 182.186   

  

  T 1:39.0579 – 181.712   
 
 #99 Erwin did not attempt to qualify due to an electrical problem with the car. 

*** 
12:05 p.m. #5 ARIE LUYENDYK JR./Scottsdale, Ariz.  
  Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson – D/I/F  

QA-4 1 – 48.2621 – 186.492  Q - 4 
2 – 48.3912 – 186.023   

  T 1:36.6433 – 186.252   
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
 #91 Fike did a half-spin exiting the pits on his qualifying attempt. He continued 
with the attempt. 
 
12:10 p.m. #91 AARON FIKE/Galesburg, Ill.  
  RFMS/Hemelgarn Racing – D/I/F  

QA-5 1 – 48.1269 – 187.006  Q - 5 
  2 – 48.7402 – 184.653   

  

  T 1:36.8671 – 185.822   
 
12:13 p.m. #27 GARY PETERSON/Huntington Beach, Calif.  
  Automatic Fire Sprinklers – D/I/F  

QA-6 1 – 49.9313 – 180.248  Q - 6 
2 – 50.3193 – 178.858   

  

  

  T 1:40.2506 – 179.550   
 
12:17 p.m. #37 BILLY ROE/Indianapolis
  Bowes Seal Fast/Hoosier Wholesale – D/I/F  

QA-7 1 – 49.3602 – 182.333  Q - 7 
2 – 49.2716 – 182.661   

  

  T 1:38.6318 – 182.497   
 
12:21 p.m. #4 MARK TAYLOR/London  
  Fulmar Panther – D/I/F  

QA-8 1 – 47.8825 – 187.960   Q - 8 
2 – 47.8304 – 188.165   

  

  T 1:35.7129 – 188.062    
 
12:25 p.m. #14 ED CARPENTER/Indianapolis  
  Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing – D/I/F  

QA-9 1 – 47.7170 – 188.612   Q - 9 
2 – 47.7788 – 188.368   

 

  T 1:35.4958 – 188.490   
 
12:29 p.m. #92 CORY WITHERILL/Los Angeles  
  WSA Healthcare – D/I/F  

QA-10 
 

1 – 48.1176 – 187.042  Q - 10 
2 – 48.8161 – 184.365   

 

  T 1:36.9337 – 185.694   
 
12:32 p.m. #36 THIAGO MEDEIROS/Sao Paulo, Brazil  
  Genoa Racing – D/I/F  

QA-11 
 

1 – 48.5190 – 185.494  Q - 11 
2 – 48.4453 – 185.777   

  T 1:36.9643 – 185.635   
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
12:37 p.m. #8 RONNIE JOHNCOX/Jackson, Mich.   
  REV 1 Racing Special – D/I/F  

QA-12 
 

1 – 48.8491 – 184.241  Q - 12 
 2 – 48.3047 – 186.317   

 

  T  1:37.1538 – 185.273   
 
12:40 p.m. #3 JONATHAN URLIN/London, Ontario   
  Budget Rent A Car – D/I/F  

QA-13 
 

1 – 49.0464 – 183.500  Q - 13 
2 – 49.2714 – 182.662   

QA-14 
  

  T 1:38.3178 – 183.080   
 
12:49 p.m. #11 ROLANDO QUINTANILLA/Nuevo Laredo, 

Mexico  
 

  Bowes Automotive Products – D/I/F  
1 – 49.2612 – 182.700  Q - 14 
2 – 49.2551 – 182.722   

QA-15 
  

  T 1:38.5163 – 182.711   
 
12:53 p.m. #20 JEFF SIMMONS/New York   

   Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg – 
D/I/F 
1 – 48.0301 – 187.392  Q - 15 
2 – 47.9910 – 187.535   

 

  T 1:36.0211 – 187.459   
 
12:57 p.m. #6 MARCO CIOCI/Rome   
  Sam Schmidt Motorsports – D/I/F  

QA-16 
 

1 – 49.0023 – 183.665  Q - 16 
2 – 49.0841 – 183.359   

 

  T 1:38.0864 – 183.512    
 

12:59 p.m. #33 CRAIG DOLLANSKY/Elk River, Minn.  
  VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro Mtrspts. – 

D/I/F 
 

QA-17 
 

1 – 49.2906 – 182.591   Q - 17 
2 – 49.4930 – 181.844   

 

 

  T 1:38.7836 – 182.216   
 
1:03 p.m. #25 SCOTT HARRINGTON/Louisville, Ky.  
  AFS Racing – D/I/F  

QA-18 
 

1 – 49.5717 – 181.555  Q - 18 
2 – 49.5566 – 181.611   

  T 1:39.1283 – 181.583   
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING NOTES: 
 •Ed Carpenter won the pole for the inaugural Freedom 100. It is his first career 
Infiniti Pro Series pole.  

•A.J. Foyt Racing has won five Infiniti Pro Series poles. A.J. Foyt IV, who now 
drives in the IndyCar Series, won four poles in 2002. 

•Rookie Mark Taylor qualified second today. He has qualified on the front row 
in the first three Infiniti Pro Series races and is the only driver to start on the front row in 
three consecutive races. 

•There are 19 cars that will start the Freedom 100, the largest field for an Infiniti 
Pro Series race. 

•Arie Luyendyk Jr. qualified fifth today. It’s the eighth time he has qualified in 
the top five in 10 Infiniti Pro Series starts. 

•Rookie Jeff Simmons qualified third today. He has qualified in the top five in 
each of his three starts in 2003. 

*** 
INFINITI PRO SERIES POST-QUALIFYING QUICK QUOTES: 
 MARK TAYLOR (No. 4 Fulmar Panther Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It's great 
to be on the front row. Anywhere in the top five, I would have been happy with. It just 
shows what Panther (Racing) can do. They can make the car really good and make it 
easy for me in qualifying to be able to put those kind of numbers up there. We were able 
to go quicker and quicker each time I went out. I have to be happy with this.” 

ED CARPENTER (No. 14 Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I think it's great. I've been looking forward to this race since 
they announced it. It means a lot coming here with A.J. Foyt and all my great sponsors, 
Futaba, Delphi, Jack K. Elrod. We're happy. It was our goal to start here on the pole and 
ultimately, to win this race. We're off to a perfect start right now. Hopefully, we can just 
keep it going. We kind of had a rough start to the season, so this feels great. My 
confidence is back up where it needs to be. It's nice coming to your home track. It just 
makes you feel a lot better. I’m really looking forward to tomorrow. This place means so 
much to me. I've been coming here since I was 8. I've been out here every day watching. 
I've been waiting and dreaming for the day that I get to turn laps here. It's here right now, 
and hopefully it doesn't stop with the Pro Series car. I want to be here in an IndyCar 
(Series car). It just means so much and to get the pole for the first race makes it even 
more special. I'm just honored to be able to race here.” 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT: 
 At 1:15 a.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with calm winds and a 
relative humidity of 63 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 115 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.  
 1:27 p.m. – GREEN. #4 Hornish first on track. 

*** 
Brian Barnhart, senior vice president of racing operations for the Indy Racing League, 
will be Dave Despain’s guest on “Wind Tunnel” tonight. The show airs at 11:30 p.m. 
(EDT) on Speed Channel. 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Arie Luyendyk Jr. drives the No. 5 Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone in the Infiniti Pro Series. However, the No. 5 represents more 
than a car number. For the Freedom 100, Luyendyk drives car No. 5, is located in pit 
stall No. 5, was fifth in the qualifying order and is fifth in Infiniti Pro Series points. Oddly 
enough, he qualified in the fifth position for the Freedom 100. 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 2 p.m. 
  No.   

*** 

y 12060 horizontal 

Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 229.966 
2 12 Tora Takagi (R) Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.516 
3 19 Jimmy Vasser* Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 228.275 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.210 
5 2T Vitor Meira (R)* Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 227.918 
(R) – Rookie; (W) – Former Winner; *Unqualified driver 
 

2:01 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
2:10 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
  Tony Dungy, head coach of the Indianapolis Colts, waved the green flag to start 
IndyCar Series practice this morning. Dungy led the Colts to a 10-7 record and to the 
first round of the playoffs in his first year as head coach with the Colts in the 2002 
season. 
 TONY DUNGY: “That was amazing. This facility is incredible. Television simply 
does not do it justice – the size of the Speedway, the speed of the cars. It’s incredible. I 
feel fortunate to have an opportunity like this.” (Will you be here for the race?): 
“Unfortunately, my daughter graduates that weekend, but I will definitely be here for the 
race in the future.” 

The Indy Racing League will provide numerous Video News Releases 
throughout the month of May to assist with your coverage of the 87th Indianapolis 500. 
The next VNR will be: 
Saturday, May 17 (Freedom 100 Infiniti Pro Series Race): 
 •Time:   7:30-7:45 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequenc

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 2:41 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 2:45 p.m. – GREEN. 
 2:53 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 3:05 p.m. – GREEN. 
 3:08 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 69 degrees with calm winds and a 
relative humidity of 58 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature was 102 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 
 3:17 p.m. – YELLOW. #14T Foyt IV did a quarter-spin to the left in Turn 1 and 
hit the SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall with the right rear of the car. The left 
wheel of the car touched the infield grass while the car did its initial spin. After contact 
with the SAFER Barrier, the car then did a half-spin left and half-spin right while sliding 
down the short chute between Turns 1 and 2 before straightening and stopping. Foyt 
climbed from the car with the assistance of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy 
Racing League safety teams. 

   
Scott Dixon (R) 
Tora Takagi (R) 

  IndyCar Series practice will e  today. The final Infiniti Pro Series 
practice will take place from 5:30-6 p.m. 

 The #14T is the car Foyt qualified on May 11. 
 3:28 p.m. – GREEN. 

*** 
  Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: A.J. Foyt IV has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. 
He was uninjured and cleared to drive. 
 A.J. FOYT IV: “I made a stupid mistake and went into Turn 1 too low. I just 
made a stupid mistake. It was my qualified car; we need to see how bad the damage is.” 

*** 
  John Bearce, a short-track developer from Illinois, offered the following awards 
for Freedom 100 qualifying and race. 

•John Bearce Motorsports Pole Award ($10,000 to team that wins the pole) 
•John Bearce Motorsports Front Row Award ($5,000 to the team starting on the 

outside of the front row) 
•John Bearce Motorsports Hard Charger Award ($5,000 to the team that 

advances the most spots during the race) 
*** 

Top Five Drivers of the Day, 3:45 p.m. 
  No. Driver Car Speed

1 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 229.966 mph 
2 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 228.516 
3 19 Jimmy Vasser* Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 228.275 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) 

Dan Wheldon (R) 
Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.210 

5 26T Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 227.960 
(R) – Rookie; (W) – Former Winner; *Unqualified driver 

*** 
nd at 5:20 p.m.

*** 
 4:14 p.m. – YELLOW. #31T Unser brushed the outside retaining wall exiting 
Turn 2, continued to pits. 
 4:22 p.m. – GREEN. 
 4:50 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
 5 p.m. – GREEN.  
 5:20 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 11 of IndyCar Series on-track activity.  
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top 6 Unqualified Drivers of the Day 
  No.   

75 mph 

  
 

 

Driver Car Speed
228.21 19 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 

2 2T Vitor Meira (R) Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 227.918 
227.714 3 20 Alex Barron 

 
Miejer Mo Nunn Raicng G/T/F 

4 5T
 

Airton Dare EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 227.175 
5 5 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 225.307 
6 18 Jimmy Kite PDM Racing D/C/F 223.902 
(R) – Rookie 

***
The 37th BorgWarner Louis Schwitzer Award was presented to Indy Racing 

League chassis manufacturer Dallara for its IR3 chassis used in the IRL IndyCar™ 
Series, officials announced this morning at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
 Andrea Toso, head of research and development for Dallara, accepted the 
award on behalf of company president Gian Paolo Dallara. It’s the second time Dallara 
has received the prestigious award, as it also was presented it in 1999 for its IndyCar 
Series chassis. 
 Award recipients receive $5,000, a plaque and a framed poster from 
BorgWarner, and their names will be added to the permanent trophy in the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway Hall of Fame Museum. 

The Louis Schwitzer Award, named after the dynamic automotive pioneer, has 
been presented annually in conjunction with the Indianapolis 500 since 1967. It 
recognizes individuals with the courage and conviction to explore and develop new 
concepts in auto racing technology. 

ANDREA TOSO (Head of research and development, Dallara): “It’s an 
honor. The IRL is the most important project for Dallara. Dallara is highly grateful to the 
Indy Racing League to design chassis for the series. Everybody knows that the pull-rod 
concept is not new to motor racing. But in motor racing, you have to consider all possible 
solutions and pick the best. At the end, we believe the pull-rod concept is a better 
solution than the push-rod concept.” 

*** 
Quote from A.J. Foyt about A.J. Foyt IV’s accident this afternoon: 
A.J. FOYT: “When it first happened and I saw he was OK, I got on him pretty 

hard. Then when I came back to the garage and saw the setup sheet, there was so 
much nose-weight on the front end that there was no way he couldn’t have wrecked. I 
apologized to him because it was a mistake on the crew’s part and mine for not catching 
it. I feel bad for him because the three accidents here this month weren’t his fault. One 
was caused by a cut tire, the qualifying spin was caused by a droop-stop bolt that had 
backed out and the windy conditions, and now this. I’m just thankful he’s been able to 
walk away from them all.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 

Top 10 IndyCar Series Drivers of the Day 
  No.   

 

Driver Car Speed
1 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 

Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 
229.966 mph 

2 12 Tora Takagi (R) 228.657 
3 19 Jimmy Vasser* Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 228.275 
4 3T Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 228.210 
5 26T Dan Wheldon (R) Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 227.960 
6 2T Vitor Meira (R) Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 227.918 
7 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/T/F 227.816 
8 20 Alex Barron* Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.714 
9 32 Tony Renna (R) Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 227.595 
10 8T  Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 227.470 
(R) – Rookie; (W) – Former Winner; *Unqualified driver 

*** 
A total of 55 cars are now at the Speedway, and 55 have passed technical 

inspection. There have been 31 drivers on the track to date. Today there were nine 
caution periods for 1 hour and 12 minutes. Drivers completed 1,653 laps today. Fifty-
eight drivers have passed their physicals. 

*** 
INFINITI PRO SERIES PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 5:30 a.m., the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with north winds at 3 
mph and a relative humidity of 55 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. 
 5:30 p.m. – GREEN. 
 5:31 p.m. – YELLOW. #36 Medeiros brushed the outside retaining wall in Turn 
4 with the right side of the car. Car then continued down the frontstretch and spun in 
Turn 1 and made light contact with SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall in Turn 1 
with the rear of the car. Medeiros continued to pits. Rear wing was slightly damaged. 
 THIAGO MEDEIROS: “I was trying to get a better lap. I was in the corner, there 
was a strange shake, and I couldn’t save the car. I brushed the wall. We’ll fix it for 
tomorrow and try to have a good race.” 
 5:40 p.m. – GREEN. 
 5:43 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
 5:46 p.m. – GREEN. 
 5:57 p.m. – YELLOW and CHECKERED. Smoke from #3 Urlin. Crew reports 
car engine problem.  

*** 
 Top Five Infiniti Pro Series Drivers of the Final Practice Session 
Driver    No. Car Speed

1 92 Cory Witherill WSA Healthcare D/I/F 187.457 mph 
2 8 Ronnie Johncox REV 1 Racing Special D/I/F 187.166 
3 99 Brandon Erwin Natural Golf/Sam Schmidt Mtrspts. D/I/F 186.992 
4 11 Rolando Quintanilla Bowes Automotive Products D/I/F 186.571 
5 24 Paul Dana Ethanol/Team ISI 186.091 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“Today we scuffed off all of our race tires, and we did a 10-lap run at the end. We are 
ready for the race, and I am very happy with the car balance. The crew is doing a 
fantastic job preparing the car, and John (Dick), my engineer, has made all the 
preparations for the race to go smooth. The month of May has been going according to 
our plan because of the great team effort. We know what the target is for the race, and 
we will keep working hard to reach the goal.” 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“The Klein Tools/Jim Beam crew has worked hard all month, and they have given me a 
great car. Barry Green, who is calling my race, and Tino Belli, my engineer, are both 
great at keeping me relaxed and making everything fun. Working with Andretti Green 
Racing is great. By having three teammates, there is a large baseline of data to work 
with, and obviously, we have great equipment to work with, as well. I think Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway is the world’s greatest racetrack, and it is a pleasure to drive around. 
But at the end of the day, it is like any track we race on. You want to go around it as fast 
as you possibly can.” 
 
 ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I think we’re in good shape. We worked on race setup all 
day, and I think we have the car very well balanced. I’m able to run flat out pretty 
comfortably. Now we’re going to put our qualifying motor in the Meijer car tonight and 
come out looking for as much qualifying speed as we can find tomorrow. I have an idea 
how fast I think we can go, but I’m not going to tell you what that is.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 
Firestone): “This was our best day of work on our race simulation. I managed to find 
traffic easier today. I was having a hard time finding traffic yesterday and Wednesday. 
The conditions were very good today, and the car performed very well both on my own 
and in traffic. Now we will take the cars back to the shop and get ready for final practice 
and the race. I guess I will enjoy some time off. I will not be coming to the track because 
it will only make me want to drive more.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Basically, today 
was another day of trying to hone in on the race setup and fine-tune things a little bit 
more. Everyone is trying to pick the right aero balance and downforce to be able to run 
in traffic, so we really worked hard on that today. We threw some speed at it, and 
hopefully we can find some more. Our plan is to run the early session tomorrow and then 
park the car until Carburetion Day.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We were just 
trying to get the car right, and I got a little high getting into Turn 2 and got into the 
marbles and tapped the fence. It put an end to our day. The car was working better 
today than it was yesterday, and we were trying some things out there. We were making 
headway. We were out doing a long run and got in just a little bit high and couldn’t get it 
back down. It is a long month at the Speedway, but I think you need it because you get 
the best out of your team, the best out of your race car and the best 33-car lineup on 
Race Day.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
  TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Our focus today was very similar to yesterday’s. We made 
some mechanical and aerodynamic changes today to the Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Pharmacy car, and we’re really just trying to put ourselves in a good position for the 
race. Today was a good day because it was pretty sunny and warm, and it could be a 
good simulation for Race Day. But in saying that, every day is a good simulation for 
Race Day because you never know what the weather is going to do at Indy. I feel we 
have gotten some good things accomplished and that we are in good shape.” 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We had a good morning session. We made some good 
gains with our race setups. I think Jimmy (Vasser) was happy with his car, too. We aren’t 
exactly where we want to be right yet, but we are pretty close. We still have some time to 
work with it on Saturday. We did lose a little time this afternoon with an engine change, 
but overall it was a good day for us.” 
 

A.J. FOYT (Team owner, A.J. Foyt Racing): (About A.J. Foyt IV’s accident 
this afternoon): “When it first happened and I saw he was OK, I got on him pretty hard. 
Then when I came back to the garage and saw the setup sheet, there was so much 
nose-weight on the front end that there was no way he couldn’t have wrecked. I 
apologized to him because it was a mistake on the crew’s part and mine for not catching 
it. I feel bad for him because the three accidents here this month weren’t his fault. One 
was caused by a cut tire, the qualifying spin was caused by a droop-stop bolt that had 
backed out and the windy conditions, and now this. I’m just thankful he’s been able to 
walk away from them all.” 
 

AIRTON DARE (No. 5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We ran 227 (mph) without a draft, and we still have a lot of 
downforce in the car. If Sunday were Pole Day, the car would be capable of doing 230 if 
we trimmed it out. But the best as far as starting position that we can do is 25th, so we 
want to be on the safe side because it is the only car I have. I am very pleased with it so 
far.” 
 

JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Mortgage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We 
made some very good gains today. The race car feels very good. We were 227 (mph) in 
race trim. Kenny (Brack) and his crew have done a very good job getting the car ready 
for me. Now we’ll go and get ready for qualifying on Sunday. I’m pretty pumped up right 
now. This team is very good.” 
 

ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Our focus today was on longer runs with our backup car 
and running with traffic. I think we helped today with changes we made, even though 
they were all very subtle. We’re trying to learn more about the car and how it will react on 
Race Day. Overall, we logged a lot of miles, and I feel pretty good about our progress. 
Today just reconfirms that we’re really going to have to be aggressive and hustle come 
Race Day.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

VITOR MEIRA (No. 2T Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “First, yesterday I was getting comfortable trying to make 
no mistakes. By the end of the day yesterday, I was told I would drive today. I took my 
time. There was no need to rush. The Team Menard Chevrolet was good. The Chevrolet 
is really reliable. I just wanted to take my time. I know Jaques tested the car a lot. The 
trim was really good. I’m glad I didn’t make any mistakes. I’m looking forward even 
though I don’t know what I’m going to be doing. The plan is no plan. People are going to 
tell me what to do, and anything they tell me to do I’m going to try to do.” 
 
 SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I didn’t really want to do this many laps. We had to mileage 
out an engine for Toyota. Basically we just worked on the car a little, not too much. We 
just changed the balance. The car was great all day. Then toward the end of the day, we 
were just running miles on the engine, and we went through five or six sets of old tires 
just to wear them out, as well. That was about it, really. I didn’t really want to come and 
do so many miles. The primary car was not too bad. I did 40 or so laps on that. Then it 
was just checking wiring looms and stuff for Carb Day. Then, with the T-car, we didn’t 
know until we got here today that we had to put another 160 miles on. So that’s the 
reason why we ran so long.” 
 

JIMMY KITE (No. 18 PDM Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We had a 
couple of glitches early on, and we finally got to go out. It’s just a hot time of the day. 
Speeds are down, and I didn’t want to go out there and draft somebody and get a decent 
time. Speeds are down. It’s a bad time of the day. We’re hoping we can run a mid-225 
(mph). As long as that moves us into the 10th row, I’m happy with that.” 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “We 
experimented today with some different setups, both a little bit more downforce and a 
few different things on the car. The guys have done a fabulous job. The car in race trim, I 
think, is exceptional. The guys will take the car apart and get it ready for the Indianapolis 
500, the world’s greatest race, and we have a lot of decisions to make. We haven’t made 
up our mind about what we’re going to race with, but we have a lot of data, and we’ll 
follow our gut instinct and go for it.” 
 

BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was a pretty good day. We went out obviously running 
full tanks like everybody else, trying to get a race setup. The car is working really good. 
We had one big moment down there in Turn 1 where I had full opposite lock to catch the 
race car. Don’t quite understand why that happened. We had an alternator problem after 
that, and we fixed that and ran some dirty air with full tanks and ran pretty good. I felt like 
226 (mph) with a little bit of a draft and felt like I could go faster. That’s pretty good for 
race setup. The car is real stable, runs through the fuel tank and stays consistent, and so 
I think it’s a good racing platform. Now we need to see what kind of day we’re going to 
have on Race Day. But I think we’re in good shape.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The 
car is good. I think we made some improvements with it. I’m ready to go. I’m ready to 
race.” 
 

TONY COTMAN (Team Manager, Team 7-Eleven): “It was a marathon day, 
but Michael hadn’t been on track all week. We basically used the information that we 
gathered early last week and the bit of info we got off the other boys these last couple 
days and put it all together. We feel like we’ve got a pretty good car. I think we ran about 
375 miles, which is a pretty big day. But, at the end of the day, we’re very happy. We’re 
very happy with the team. Everything is rolling along pretty smooth right now.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES: 
 
 MATT BEARDSLEY (No. 12 Alpine Bank/Old Republic Land Title 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “Yeah, got a couple good laps together. They’re a little 
better than we were in practice, but not as good as we hoped. All in all, it was a pretty 
good run. It’s going to be a good race. We’ll just have to be patient.” (Was the track good 
for you?): “It’s in unbelievable shape. Really good.” 
 

PAUL DANA (No. 24 Ethanol/Team ISI Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): (You were 
the first Infiniti Pro Series driver to qualify at IMS. How does that feel?): “That means I 
guess I sat on pole for about 30 seconds. I guess that’s something to put on the 
resume.” (How was the run?): “Really poorly. I was flat out everywhere, so there was 
nothing more I could get out of it. We must have missed on gearing because that’s a full 
six-tenths slower than we expected the laps to come in at. If the track didn’t get that 
much hotter, then we missed. The bad news, good news is that the Infiniti Pro Series is 
here at Indy, and we’re thrilled to be part of the show. The Ethanol folks are psyched, 
and we’re going to have a good time tomorrow. 
 

AARON FIKE (No. 91 RFMS/Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“We had a great car. Ron Hemelgarn and Roger Johnson gave me a great crew, and the 
crew gave me a great car. They told to run it to the rev limiter, and it killed me on the 
second lap by about eight-tenths of a second. They go on lap average here, because 
they didn’t do it one lap, but that’s a tradition of the Motor Speedway. It was awesome. 
It’s an opportunity of a lifetime to run here at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. I’d like 
thank Tony George and all the IRL for letting us run here.” 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 5 Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I’m a little disappointed. I thought we had another mile an 
hour in there, but the crew did a great job in getting the car ready. We had a problem in 
practice this morning, so I’m happy that we could get out there and post a speed.” (Was 
your dad coaching you during the run?): “No. No one was talking to me. I don’t know 
where we lost the speed. We must have picked up a tow in practice. I thought we were 
alone, but we must have gotten a little.” 
 

GARY PETERSON (No. 27 Automatic Fire Sprinklers 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It was good. A good one but not as good as we hoped, of 
course. It’s going to be an awesome race. Just being here in unbelievable. Big dream 
come true. There was a big draft in practice, which helps quite a bit. For the Infiniti 
(cars), there’s a big difference when it’s just one car out there.” 
 

TOM WOOD (No. 9 Super 8 Motels/Sam Schmidt Motorsports 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “Had a mechanical problem on the in lap, my second warm-
up lap. The car jumped out of gear, and I lost all my momentum. The second lap wasn’t 
bad, and I think we could have done a lot better. That’s just the way it goes.” (Did the 
track change much from yesterday?): “Not a whole bunch. It’s pretty consistent. The cars 
are real gripped up right now.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 

MARK TAYLOR (No. 4 Fulmar Panther Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “Good 
run. The car’s working well. Quicker than we ran this morning, so you’re always happy 
about that. I think if we’d run again, we would change a few things to go a little bit 
quicker, but that’s life. I think Ed Carpenter looks like he’s put it on pole, and they did a 
great job over the last couple of days, so they deserve it.” 

 
 BRANDON ERWIN (No. 99 Natural Golf/Sam Schmidt Motorsports Dallara/ 
Infiniti/Firestone): “We have had some ongoing problems with the car recently. The 
crew is working hard to fix the issues, but unfortunately we will start in the back for Race 
Day. We just ran out of time. It is unfortunate not to qualify today. My crew and I are 
helping to get everything fixed today so we run a strong race. Everyone is giving 100 
percent, and I expect to have a great run tomorrow.” 
 

BILLY ROE (No. 37 Bowes Seal Fast/Hoosier Wholesale 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It went real good. We have a rev limiter problem. We can’t 
seem to get around here without hitting the rev limiter. We can’t use sixth gear because 
it immediately goes to the rev limiter there, so that’s something we have to fix for the 
race.” (You’re one of three Indianapolis 500 veterans in the Pro Series field. Does that 
give you a bit of an edge?): “I think so. Absolutely. Being able to go around and know 
exactly where you need to be. That helps a lot.” 
 

 
ED CARPENTER (No. 14 Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing 

Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “Satisfaction, so far. I’m just really happy. The crew and my 
Delphi car have been awesome all weekend. A.J. Foyt had a great car, and (chief 
mechanic) Jack Starne has worked his butt off to get this car ready for this track. We tore 
it up the first two races, and now it’s back to being a beautiful race car. It’s very fast. I’m 
confident we’ll be on the front row, but I want to bring this thing home in first place at the 
end of tomorrow. The car has just been perfect since we unloaded it. We haven’t really 
done anything to the chassis. It’s just been trying to get it as smooth as we can. It’s 
working out great so far. I think it’s great. I’ve been looking forward to this race since 
they announced it. It means a lot coming here with A.J. Foyt and all my great sponsors, 
Futaba, Delphi, Jack K. Elrod. We’re happy. It was our goal to start here on the pole and 
ultimately, to win this race. We’re off to a perfect start right now. Hopefully, we can just 
keep it going. We kind of had a rough start to the season, so this feels great. My 
confidence is back up where it needs to be. It’s nice coming to your home track. It just 
makes you feel a lot better. I’m really looking forward to tomorrow. This place means so 
much to me. I’ve been coming here since I was 8. I’ve been out here every day 
watching. I’ve been waiting and dreaming for the day that I get to turn laps here. It’s here 
right now, and hopefully it doesn’t stop with the Pro Series car. I want to be here in an 
Indy car. It just means so much and to get the pole for the first race makes it even more 
special. I’m just honored to be able to race here.” 
 

THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 36 Genoa Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“Qualifying was good. The weather changed a lot, so that was quite different for us. 
We’re still working to make a better car for tomorrow in the race. I had a difficult 
beginning of the year. We finished second in both events, and we are ready for this.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

CORY WITHERILL (No. 92 WSA Healthcare Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “No, 
there was more speed in the car. Kind of disappointed. We hit the rev limiter going into 
(Turn) 1, and that carried all the way through (Turn) 3, so that killed our second speed 
(lap). It’s all right, though. We’ll get them in the race. The Hemelgarn/Johnson team is 
awesome. We’ll be there at the end of the race. It’s disappointing, but I don’t have too 
many guys in front of me, so hopefully we can get them quickly. I really can see this 
WSA car in the number-one spot.” 
 
 JONATHAN URLIN (No. 3 Budget Rent A Car Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I 
think the problem is, for this qualifying session, we had the wrong ring and pinion in the 
car. I gave the team two setups, and I think we chose the wrong one, but I think we got it 
right for the race setup and just missed on qualifying a little. These guys got a jump on 
us, and we struggled a little bit in qualifying. But we can work from there, and hopefully 
we’ll be fine.” 
 

ROLANDO QUINTANILLA (No.11 Bowes Automotive Products 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “It’s a start. We’ve been thrashing a lot just to get here. 
We’re making progress every time we go out on the track, and that shows how hard the 
guys are working. For qualifying, we don’t know. We lost speed somewhere, and I don’t 
know where. The car felt better, yet we’re losing speed on the straight line. We’re pulling 
a lot less rpms then we were in practice. We’ll have to go back and see what the 
situation is.” 
 

MARCO CIOCI (No. 6 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It would be better if I didn’t 
start from (where I am) because we worked so hard for nothing. I’m very disappointed. 
Unfortunately we had a problem from yesterday. This is motorsport.” 
 

RONNIE JOHNCOX (No. 8 REV 1 Racing Special Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“It wasn’t what we hoped for, but it is solid in the show. We can just prepare for the race 
at this point. We would have liked to have been up a bit further, but we will take what we 
got and go with it. The cars are very similar in nature. Similar characteristics, similar wing 
configurations. It is a great stepping-stone for drivers to go up to the IRL (IndyCar™ 
Series). I think they have done a very good job trying to keep as many parallels as they 
can. In fact, today, doing two laps of qualifying with an average is a nice way to break 
the ice for a driver who next year might be trying to make the 500.” 
 

JEFF SIMMONS (No. 20 Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “I think we could have gone a little quicker. I hit the rev 
limiter as I hit the start/finish line here. We just didn’t have enough gear today. We tried 
something different and couldn’t pull them, so we went back to what we had yesterday 
and had to lift off just to try to maintain that speed. I think we had a car that could have 
done that speed; we just didn’t have the right gear. But tomorrow, we know what we 
have to do to run for the race, so I think we’ll be right up there.” 
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DAY 11 – FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.): 
 

SCOTT HARRINGTON (No. 25 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It’s great to race 
here, that’s for sure, but I’m disappointed with my qualifying run. We ran 185 (mph) all by 
our lonesome this morning and figured we got quicker this afternoon, and we were real 
slow. I don’t know what happened. We were debating on what we should do when we 
got in sixth gear, and it didn’t even matter. We got on the limiter in fifth gear.” 
 

CRAIG DOLLANSKY (No. 33 VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro Mtrspts. 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It’s hard to find the speed we need to get even close to the 
front. I think we need to change the gearbox , and that will help us for tomorrow. We 
have too tall a gear in there between fifth and sixth, and it’s too much. The car felt nice, 
but we weren’t able to put the speed that we needed. We’ll just see what tomorrow 
brings.” 
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STARTING LINEUP 
INAUGURAL FREEDOM 100 

IRL Infiniti Pro Series 
Saturday, May 17, 2003 

 
SP CAR YR DRIVER   

 
   
 

 
 

 

  185.694
 

 
  

    1:38.0864
 

 1:38.5163
 

  
 

17   
 

D/I/F  No Speed 

      

CAR NAME C/E/T TIME SPEED
                          Row 1    

1 14 Ed Carpenter
 

Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing 
 

D/I/F 1:35.4958 188.490
2 4 R Mark Taylor Fulmar Panther D/I/F 188.0621:35.7129

Row 2 
3 20 R Jeff Simmons Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg D/I/F 1:36.0211 187.459
4 12 Matt Beardsley Alpine Bank/Old Republic Land Title D/I/F 1:36.5404 186.450

Row 3 
5 5 Arie Luyendyk Jr. 

 
Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson D/I/F 1:36.6433 186.252

6 91 Aaron Fike RFMS/Hemelgarn Racing D/I/F 1:36.8671 185.822
Row 4 

7 
8 

92 Cory Witherill WSA Healthcare D/I/F 1:36.9337
36 R Thiago Medeiros Genoa Racing D/I/F 185.6351:36.9643

Row 5 
9 8 Ronnie Johncox 

 
REV 1 Racing Special D/I/F 1:37.1538 185.273

10 24 R Paul Dana Ethanol/Team ISI D/I/F 1:37.6805 184.274
Row 6 

11 6 R Marco Cioci TBA D/I/F
D/I/F

183.512
12 3 R Jonathan Urlin Budget Rent A Car 1:38.3178 183.080

Row 7 
13 11 Rolando Quintanilla

Billy Roe 
Bowes Automotive Products D/I/F 182.711

14 37 Bowes Seal Fast/Hoosier Wholesale D/I/F 1:38.6318 182.497
Row 8 

15 33 R Craig Dollansky VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro Mtrspts. D/I/F 1:38.7836 182.216
16 9 R Tom Wood Super 8 Motels/SamSchmidt Mtrspts. D/I/F 1:39.0579 181.712

Row 9 
25
27

Scott Harrington TBA D/I/F 181.5831:39.1283
18 Gary Peterson Automatic Fire Sprinklers D/I/F 1:40.2506 179.550

Row 10 
19 99 Brandon Erwin Natural Golf/Sam Schmidt Mtrspts. No Time

 
2003 18-Car Field Average:  184.428 mph 

  
Legend: R-IRL Infiniti Pro Series Rookie (8); Chassis: D-Dallara; Engine: I-Infiniti; Tire: F-Firestone 

 
 



 
 
174 

DIXON CLIMBS TO TOP OF INDY PRACTICE CHARTS 
 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Friday, May 16, 2003 – Rookie Scott Dixon turned two of the 
three fastest speeds May 16 during practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500 as the Target 
Chip Ganassi Racing team continues to hone its Race Day setups. 

Dixon, who qualified fourth, turned the fastest lap of the day, 39.1363 seconds, 
229.966 mph, in the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. He also turned the third-fastest speed of the day, 39.3953, 
228.454, in his No. 9T backup car. He completed 92 laps overall on the historic, 2.5-mile 
oval. 

“I didn’t really want to do this many laps,” Dixon said. “We had to mileage out 
an engine for Toyota. Basically we just worked on the car a little, not too much. We just 
changed the balance. The car was great all day. Then toward the end of the day, we 
were just running miles on the engine, and we went through five or six sets of old tires 
just to wear them out, as well.” 

Sandwiched between Dixon’s two speeds was rookie Tora Takagi, second 
overall at 39.3603, 228.657 in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Jimmy Vasser was the fastest non-qualified driver, fourth at 39.4261, 228.275 
in the No. 19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Dallara/Honda/Firestone. That speed is more than 
4 mph faster than the slowest of the 24 drivers who already qualified for the field on Pole 
Day last Sunday. 
 1996 CART champion Vasser will attempt to qualify on Bump Day this Sunday. 

“We made some very good gains today,” Vasser said. “The race car feels very 
good. We were 227 in race trim. 

“Now we’ll go and get ready for qualifying on Sunday. I’m pretty pumped up 
right now. This team is very good.” 
 MBNA Pole winner Helio Castroneves was fifth overall at 39.4374, 228.210 in 
the No. 3T Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Castroneves will try to 
become the first driver to win three consecutive Indianapolis 500s on Race Day, May 25. 
 Among other non-qualified drivers in the top 10, Vitor Meira was seventh at 
39.4878, 227.918 in the No. 2T Menards/Johns Manville Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. 
Alex Barron, another non-qualified driver, was ninth at 39.5232, 227.714 in the No. 20 
Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. 

Rookie A.J. Foyt IV was unhurt and cleared to drive after hitting the SAFER 
Barrier along the outside of Turn 1 this afternoon in his qualified No. 14T Conseco/A.J. 
Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. 
 “I made a stupid mistake and went into Turn 1 too low,” Foyt said. “I just made a 
stupid mistake. It was my qualified car; we need to see how bad the damage is.” 
 But Foyt’s grandfather and team owner, four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. 
Foyt, said the crash wasn’t the younger Foyt’s fault. 

 “When it first happened, and I saw he was OK, I got on him pretty hard,” Foyt 
said. “Then when I came back to the garage and saw the setup sheet, there was so 
much nose-weight on the front end that there was no way he couldn’t have wrecked. I 
apologized to him, because it was a mistake on the crew’s part and mine for not catching 
it.” 

There were 26 cars on track today, turning a total of 1,653 laps. Practice 
resumes at 11 a.m. (EDT) Saturday, the last full day of practice before Bump Day. 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 -- COCA-COLA FUN DAY 
INFINITI PRO SERIES FREEDOM 100 

 
TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
8 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. IndyCar™ Series practice 
1:40 p.m. IRL Infiniti Pro Series Freedom 100 driver introductions 
2 p.m. Billy Gibbons, lead singer of ZZ Top, waves the green flag to start the Freedom 100 
3:15-6 p.m. IndyCar Series practice 
6 p.m.  End of the day press conference 

*** 
 ABC announcer Bob Jenkins received an award today at the track from the 
Michigan Automobile Racing Fan Club today at the track for his outstanding television 
coverage of auto racing for ABC and ESPN over the last two decades. 
 Jenkins is the host of ABC and ESPN telecasts of IRL IndyCar� Series events. 
 The Michigan Automobile Racing Fan Club has more than 1,500 members. 

*** 
 The “Friends of the Fox” head injury support group is making its fifth annual visit 
to the Speedway today. Head-injury survivors and their families tour the Speedway, 
including the Gasoline Alley garages. 
 “Friends of the Fox” was founded by late Indianapolis 500 veteran Stan Fox, 
who suffered a head injury in a first-lap accident during the 1995 Indianapolis 500. After 
his recovery, Fox formed the support group to help those who suffered head injuries and 
their families. 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT:  
 At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 63 degrees with east-southeast winds 
at 11 mph and a relative humidity of 87 percent. Skies were cloudy. 
 10 a.m. – GREEN. 
 10:05 a.m. -- #27 Gordon first on track. Andretti Green Racing reports he will be 
in Indianapolis until 1 p.m. before departing for Charlotte, N.C., for tonight’s NASCAR 
Winston Cup “Winston Open” qualifying race. 
 10:15 a.m. – YELLOW. Moisture. #20 Barron turned five laps, #27 Gordon 
turned four laps, and #3 Castroneves turned two laps.  

*** 
FREEDOM 100 RACE SPECIFICS: 
•The green flag to start the race will be shown on the third time past the flag stand. 
•The field will be brought to the start of the race at approximately 70 mph. 
•The race is 40 laps/100 miles. 
•Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford will drive the Pace Car. 

*** 
 Sarah Fisher, driver of the No. 23 Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone in the IndyCar 
Series for Dreyer & Reinbold Racing, will be announcing on the public address with 
Dave Calabro during the Freedom 100. 

*** 
FREEDOM 100 PRE-RACE: 
  At 1:45 p.m., the ambient temperature was 66 degrees with a relative humidity 
of 84 percent and east winds at 12 mph. Skies were overcast. The track temperature 
was 80 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
  1:57 p.m. – Command to start engines by Mari Hulman George, chairman of 
the board, Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Engines on all 19 starters fired. All starters on 
track for pace laps. 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 (cont.): 
 
  Billy Gibbons, lead singer of rock band ZZ Top, will wave the green flag to start 
the Freedom 100. 

*** 
FREEDOM 100 RACE RUNNING:  
  Lap 1: GREEN. #14 Carpenter leads into Turn 1. YELLOW. #12 Beardsley did 
a 180-degree spin in Turn 3 and took #36 Medeiros to the outside retaining wall. Both 
cars made contact with the SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall in Turn 3. Cars 
came to rest in the grass strip between the warm-up lane and the track in Turn 4. Both 
cars suffered heavy damage. Both drivers helped from their cars by the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway and Indy Racing League safety teams. 
  Lap 4: #6 Cioci to pits. Crew is replacing the nose of the car, which was 
damaged when Cioci hit debris from the Lap 1 accident. #5 Luyendyk also to pits with 
smoke coming from car. Crew reports an alternator fire. Luyendyk climbs from car. 
  Lap 5: Top 10: #14 Carpenter, #4 Taylor, #20 Simmons, #91 Fike, #92, 
Witherill, #8 Johncox, #3 Urlin, #24 Dana, #11 Quintanilla, #25 Harrington. 
  Lap 8: #37 Roe being towed to pits. Roe climbs from car. Crew reports gearbox 
problem. 
  Lap 10: GREEN. 

Lap 11: #14 Carpenter leads into Turn 1. YELLOW. #33 Dollansky did a half-
spin to the left, slid into the grass between the warm-up lane and the track in Turn2. The 
car then slid across the track, made contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 2 with the 
front of the car. Car then slid to the inside of the track and came to a rest at the exit of 
Turn 2. Heavy damage to the front of the car. Dollansky was helped from the car by 
members of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy Racing League safety crews. 
  Lap 13: RED. Rain. 

*** 
  The last time that an Infiniti Pro Series race was affected by rain was July 2002 
at Michigan International Speedway when A.J. Foyt IV won after 30 of the 50 laps had 
been completed. Rain forced the race to end early. 

*** 
  Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Thiago Medeiros has been 
transported by ground to Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis for X-rays on his left knee. 
Craig Dollansky has also been transported by ground to Methodist Hospital for further 
evaluation of back pain. Both drivers are awake and alert. Matt Beardsley is in good 
condition with a small chin laceration and has been checked and released from the 
Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. Beardsley is cleared to drive. 

*** 
  Quote from Billy Gibbons, lead singer of rock group ZZ Top, about waving the 
green flag to start the Freedom 100: 
 BILLY GIBBONS: “This is something a little new to us, but there is nothing to 
be unexpected in this life of wildness. At least it is loud.” (About the concert tonight in 
Indianapolis): “We come out ready to roll. The more fun they have, it turns out it 
becomes a circular event, the more fun we have. There is something for everybody.” 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 RAIN DELAY QUOTES: 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK JR.: “The start was not so great for me. I fell back a few 
positions. It was kind of a blessing in disguise because the big accident happened right 
in front of me, and I was able to avoid it. So I thought our luck had changed for this year, 
but it turns out that the alternator caught on fire. We don’t know why. It put us out of the 
race. I just feel bad for all of the great sponsors that came on board. Smith & Wesson 
came on board for this race, and Grill 2 Go stepped up to be our major sponsor. There 
are a lot of people out here cheering us on, and we were definitely going to make a run 
for the win here, so I’m a little disappointed.” (Did you see the accident happen in front of 
you?): “(Matt) Beardsley just got loose on his own, and Thiago (Medeiros) couldn’t avoid 
him. He went high, but that’s where Matt went. Everyone just really wants to do really 
good in this race. I think they all got on it a little too soon. That’s why I fell back a little bit 
because I had to see how my car was before I could go full bore. I’m glad I didn’t get 
involved in the wreck, but unfortunately we had this fire, and it put us out.” 
 
 MATT BEARDSLEY: “I went into Turn 3. The car got just a little loose. 
Someone got behind me and took the air off the back of the car. I got a little wiggle, I got 
it back, and it just snapped around. I knew it was too far. I just tried to hold on and get on 
the brakes. The thing hit pretty good.” 
 

JONATHAN URLIN: “We were feeling really, really good. We had the right gear 
setup. We’re there. I don't know if our actual handling setup is there yet because we 
didn't really have time to get going good, but I think once we get up to speed, we'll 
definitely be all right. I'm looking forward to going back out." (About the start): "It was so 
good. I can't even believe it. Everybody slowed down -- I think they were just kind of 
intimidated with all the cold tires on the first lap of the Freedom 100 -- but I kind of took it 
a little bit quicker and gained four positions, so I loved it. I loved it more than anything 
else we've done here this week. I'm really happy. I think we're looking really good if we 
can continue this race." (How does the rain delay affect you?): "It's fine. I'm going to grab 
some water, shake some hands, talk to my family and get back out there. This is a new 
thing for me. I've never been able to be in the pits, dressed in street clothes, but still be 
in the middle of a race. It's kind of crazy, but it's all right. I'm just going to fill my belly and 
say hi to people.” 

*** 
Entry update:  
  •No. 20T from Mo Nunn Racing has been removed. 

•No. 66T was leased from Penske Racing to Sam Schmidt Motorsports and is 
now the No. 99 Contour Hardening Special Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone entered by 
Sam Schmidt Motorsports. Richie Hearn is the driver. 

•No. 98T is now the No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. Robby McGehee is the driver. 

*** 
FREEDOM 100 RAIN DELAY QUOTES (cont.):  
 

ED CARPENTER: “It is very frustrating. We had a great car and a great 
weekend going. To start and just run a couple of corners and then have the yellow come 
out, it just teases you. We will have to wait it out and see what happens, but it is a nice 
feeling to have a good car under me.” 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 RAIN DELAY QUOTES (cont.):  
 

MARK TAYLOR: “It’s really disappointing. We had enough time to maybe finish 
the race. It’s difficult to explain. The front row was behaving themselves. I don’t think 
anyone else was. Unfortunately, we weren’t able to finish the laps. Hopefully we’ll be 
able to get a run in tomorrow. If not, it’s very disappointing to not get to run at a great 
place like this.” (Did you run enough to know who had the stronger car between you and 
the 14 car?): “It would have been interesting. We were very close. We both got away on 
that second restart, and it would have been a really good race with him. It might change 
tomorrow and the cars will change, but it should still be close.” 
 

AARON FIKE: “We only got half a lap or three-quarters of a lap up to speed. I 
think we have a good car. We got a couple of cars at the start of the race, but I can’t tell 
you what kind of race it’s going to be. I don’t know if it’s going to be as bunched up as I 
thought it would be or not. I know it will be a close race. No one will walk away with it.” 
(On the delay): “Mother Nature has not been special to us today. We’ll still have a good 
race car. We got through Turn 1, and we were single-file, so I think it will be a good 
race.” 
 

CORY WITHERILL: “It wasn’t too bad considering we started seventh and 
moved up to fifth. You can’t really complain about that. We knew we were starting in the 
fourth row and had to pace ourselves and take our time to move to the front.” (Were you 
close to any of the incidents?): “I got a view. It happened right in front of me. Basically 
what happened was I think it was Matt Beardsley. He was right in front of me. I just 
passed Thiago (Medeiros), and Beardsley was in front of me. I go to his left, and Thiago 
goes to my left, and we’re going three (wide) across into Turn 3, and I’m in the middle, 
and I thought: ‘This is not right. I don’t think this is going to work.’ So I backed off the 
throttle and let the two cars go. One was really low, and one was really high, and I 
thought, ‘They aren’t going to see each other.’ The next thing I know, Thiago goes diving 
underneath the other car and just loses and cuts the wind out of Beardsley, and both of 
them crashed into the wall. I don’t think they made contact right at the very beginning. 
One lost it being too long, and the other was in the wrong place and the wrong time and 
had the wind taken off his wings.” 
 

JEFF SIMMONS: “On the start, I had a pretty good run, just not enough to get 
into the lead. We never really got a chance to feel the car. We never really got up to 
temperature. We had a little problem on the second restart where my car just started to 
die. I guess it was just going richer and richer on the gearshifts." (How did it feel going 
into Turn 1 on the first lap of the Freedom 100): "It was good. I wasn't really thinking 
about the fact that it was Indy at that point. The whole time around on the warm-up laps, 
I was thinking about that. But once we started, I was just trying to position my car and 
give the guys room in front of me when I realized I wasn't going to be able to get by.” 

 
GARY PETERSON: “I was just trying to stay out of trouble and keep away from 

the fast cars. I think our cars, Nos. 25 and 27, will both be good cars in the race. They 
are both set up well. We just need to get green-flag laps.” 

*** 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE RAINOUT QUOTES: 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We didn't get to do anything today, but meeting Billy 
Gibbons was a great thrill. I have been a fan of his music for a long time, and my band 
plays a ZZ Top song too, ‘Tush.’ He is into cars and follows racing quite a bit. He is from 
Houston, too. I lived there when I raced for A.J. (Foyt) so we talked about Texas a little, 
too. I’m going to see ZZ Top tonight and get backstage. That’s very cool. He was even 
talking music and guitars with me, and I was talking racing with him. It was great. I’m 
excited to see Billy play tonight.” 
 

JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“It was a little frustrating not getting out today. We wanted to get a little bit of qualifying 
setups ready for Sunday. But I think we can do that on Sunday morning. I think we have 
a good race car right now. And the qualifying setup should be pretty fast, too. To be 
honest, I'm more concerned with the race trim than qualifying trim. Starting in the back of 
the field is more about getting through the field, and I think I have a car to do that. Hey, 
Billy Gibbons was really cool. I had a ‘Tres Hombres’ record from ZZ Top when I was 
young. Billy is into hot rods, too, like me.” 
 
 SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “I was a bit 
disappointed that our practice was rained out because this would have been my first 
chance to get the 24T car out, which will be the car that I run tomorrow if needed. I hope 
it doesn't come to that, and that I don't need to use my short-track experience in 'gas it 
and go'. Today I did as much as I could to keep busy, so I didn't think about tomorrow, 
which included doing the PA announcing with Dave Calabro for the Infiniti Pro Series 
race. Dave was great to work with, as always, and I had a great view of the track from 
the PA booth right behind the flag stand. It's always interesting for me to see another 
aspect of our series, since I'm usually in the race car and don't get to see the fan cams 
and listen to the PA while I'm driving my race car. The Pro Series race ended up being 
red-flagged, and we had to fill some air time, so the most interesting thing that happened 
after that was watching the Emke Hot Dog-eating contest that Tom Carnegie was 
emceeing – but I left the booth before I got to see who won.” 
 

SHIGEAKI HATTORI (No. 5 EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m not worried. We have practice before the qualifying and 
we had two good tests yesterday. I’m very comfortable in my car.” 

*** 
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Thiago Medeiros has been 
released in good condition from Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. Craig Dollansky has 
suffered a fracture of his lower spine and will be admitted to Methodist Hospital for 
treatment. 

*** 
 At 5 p.m., more rain began falling in the Indianapolis area, and the conclusion 
of the Freedom 100 was rescheduled for 10:15 a.m. Sunday. 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 (cont.): 
 
 Practice for non-qualified IndyCar Series cars will take place from 11:15-noon 
tomorrow. Bump Day qualifying for the 87th Indianapolis 500 will begin at 12:30 p.m. 

 ***
Veterans Richie Hearn and Robby McGehee will attempt to qualify for the 87th 

Indianapolis 500 on Bump Day, May 18, in entry changes filed May 17. 
Hearn, 32, will drive the No. 99 Contour Hardening Special Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone. The car was entered by Penske Racing, the winningest team in 
Indianapolis 500 history, as the No. 66T before team owner Sam Schmidt leased it and 
fielded it as a Sam Schmidt Motorsports entry. Hearn has made three Indianapolis 500 
starts, with a best finish of third as a rookie in 1996. He made nine starts for Sam 
Schmidt Motorsports in the 2002 IRL IndyCar™ Series season with a best finish of fourth 
at Nashville. He finished sixth in the Indianapolis 500 in a Schmidt entry. 

McGehee, from St. Louis, will drive the No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther 
Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone as a teammate to two-time IndyCar Series champion 
Sam Hornish Jr. and 1998 Indianapolis 500 MBNA Pole winner Billy Boat. The car 
originally was entered by Panther as the No. 98T. 

SAM SCHMIDT: “I appreciate the support that Penske Racing and Toyota have 
provided me in our quest to compete in the 2003 Indianapolis 500. Without the 
dedication of many people, this program would not have come together. I look forward to 
competing in my third Indianapolis 500 as an owner and hope to repeat our success of 
last season.” 
 RICHIE HEARN: “I’m relieved more than anything. It’s been a long month. It’s 
hard to walk around here, knowing you can do a good job. There weren’t a lot of 
opportunities, and when they did come I was quite not getting them. So I was happy that 
I got a pretty good deal for the race here.” (Are you happy to have the combination that 
you do?): “There’s no concern on the car and the engine. Everything should be great. I 
just have to get up to speed myself, which I’m not going to worry about. I just have to 
keep my nose clean and I know the car will be there in the end. If we had gotten out 
today, we’d be pretty lucky. I was already mentally prepared to come out Sunday 
morning. We just need to make sure everything is right for when we go out Sunday 
morning.” 
 ROBBY McGEHEE: “I feel so lucky to be here and appreciative that (team co-
owner) John Barnes and Panther Racing would bring me in to run a third car. Obviously 
we would have preferred to have practice. I’m going to take them as they come. I 
learned a long time ago that there are certain things that you can’t in racing and one of 
them is the weather.” 

*** 
Armed Forces Day will take place May 18, which also is Bump Day, the final 

day of qualifications. Any present or past member of the U.S. Armed Forces in uniform 
will be admitted to the track for free. The Armed Forces also will be honored during a 
ceremony at 9:30 a.m. (EST). The first 3,000 fans to the plaza area receive a free “Art in 
Motion” Indy 500 die-cast car. “Jackson Pain” will perform on the Coca-Cola Stage at 
11:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
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DAY 12 – SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2003 (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE RAINOUT QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “It would have been nice to get some laps in today, but I’m 
pretty confident we’re going to be all right. I wouldn’t necessarily say that if we were a 
one-car team, but we’ve been at it all month long with three cars, and there is plenty of 
data to support what we want to do in qualifying on Sunday. I got comfortable in the 
Meijer car right away on Thursday. I’m very familiar with the Toyota-G Force package. 
We’ll definitely get at least some shakedown laps in before we qualify, so that being the 
case, we’re pretty sure what to expect in qualifying. Barring the unexpected, of course. 
The nice thing is the guys had a chance to cut out early today and take it easy for a 
change. It’s been a long month for them already. For me, I’m ready to drive because I 
sat around for two weeks!” 

*** 
 Tickets purchased for today’s Freedom 100 will be honored Sunday. 

*** 
 Infiniti Pro Series teams are allowed to work on their cars overnight, according 
to Indy Racing League officials. 
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RAIN CUTS INDY PRACTICE SHORT; BUMP DAY SUNDAY 
 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Saturday, May 17, 2003 – Drivers still looking for a spot in the 
87th Indianapolis 500 encountered a small hitch in their preparation for Bump Day 
qualifying when rain washed out practice May 17 after just 15 minutes on the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
 Bump Day qualifying, the final chance to earn a spot in the “Greatest Spectacle 
in Racing,” starts at 1:30 p.m. (EDT) Sunday. A 45-minute practice for non-qualified 
drivers is scheduled for 12:45-1 p.m. 

Nine spots in the 33-car field are still available. That kind of Bump Day drama is 
nothing new to the event, as the field has been filled on the final qualifying day 32 of the 
last 51 years. 

“It was a little frustrating not getting out today,” said 1996 CART champion 
Jimmy Vasser, who will attempt to qualify Sunday. “We wanted to get a little bit of 
qualifying setups ready for Sunday. But I think we can do that on Sunday morning. I 
think we have a good race car right now. And the qualifying setup should be pretty fast, 
too.” 

While Vasser wasn’t able to finish his Bump Day preparation, at least he and 
Team Rahal teammate Kenny Brack had some fun during the rain. Both drivers spent 
time with Billy Gibbons, lead singer of rock band ZZ Top, who was the honorary starter 
of the Freedom 100 IRL Infiniti Pro Series race Saturday at the Speedway. 

“We didn’t get to do anything today, but meeting Billy Gibbons was a great 
thrill,” 1999 Indianapolis 500 winner Brack said. “I have been a fan of his music for a long 
time, and my band plays a ZZ Top song, too. 

“He was even talking music and guitars with me, and I was talking racing with 
him. It was great.” 
 Veterans Richie Hearn and Robby McGehee were added Saturday to the list of 
drivers who will make Bump Day qualifying attempts. 

Hearn will drive the No. 99 Contour Hardening Special Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone. The car was entered by Penske Racing, the winningest team in 
Indianapolis 500 history, as the No. 66T before team owner Sam Schmidt leased it and 
fielded it as a Sam Schmidt Motorsports entry. 

“There’s no concern on the car and the engine,” Hearn said. “Everything should 
be great. I just have to get up to speed myself, which I’m not going to worry about. I just 
have to keep my nose clean and I know the car will be there in the end.” 
 1999 Indianapolis 500 Bank One Rookie of the Year McGehee, from St. Louis, 
will drive the No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone as a 
teammate to two-time IndyCar Series champion Sam Hornish Jr. and 1998 Indianapolis 
500 MBNA Pole winner Billy Boat. The car originally was entered by Panther as the No. 
98T. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
8 a.m. Public gates open; Hall of Fame Museum, IMS gift shops open 
9:30 a.m. Armed Force Day Ceremony 
10:15 a.m. Restart of Freedom 100 
11:15 a.m. IndyCar Series™ practice (non-qualified cars only) 
12:30-6 p.m. Bump Day qualifying  
6 p.m. End of the day press conference 

 ***
 Bump Day this year marks the 33rd time since 1952 that the field has not been 
filled entering the final qualifying day. 

*** 
  Before the restart of the Freedom 100, Infiniti Pro Series officials will present 
awards from John Bearce, a short-track developer from Illinois, who offered the following 
awards for Freedom 100 qualifying: 

•John Bearce Motorsports Pole Award: Ed Carpenter and A.J. Foyt Racing 
($10,000). 

•John Bearce Motorsports Front Row Award: Mark Taylor and Panther Racing 
($5,000). 

*** 

   
  
   
    
   
    
   
    
    
   
   
   
  
    
    

 The Freedom 100 will restart at 10:15 a.m., and teams were allowed to work on 
their cars overnight. Billy Roe and Arie Luyendyk Jr. had gearbox and electrical 
problems, respectively, that sidelined them Saturday. Each driver will restart the race 
after their crews completed overnight work to repair the problems. The race will start 
under caution, and the first time the cars go past the flag stand, the 13th lap will be 
completed. The following are the standings for the Freedom 100 after 12 completed 
laps: 
 
 No.

 
Driver Laps/Reason Out

 1. 14 Ed Carpenter
 

12
2 4 Mark Taylor 12
3 20 Jeff Simmons

 
12

4 91 Aaron Fike 12
5 92 Cory Witherill

 
12

6 24 Paul Dana 12
7 33 Jonathan Urlin 12
8 11 Rolando Quintanilla

 
12

9 25
 

Scott Harrington 12
10 8 Ronnie Johncox

 
12

11 99
 

Brandon Erwin
 

12
12 9 Tom Wood 12
13 6 Marco Cioci 12
14 27 Gary Peterson 12
15 33 Craig Dollansky 10, Accident 
16 37 Billy Roe 5, Gearbox 
17 5 Arie Luyendyk Jr. 3, Electrical 
18 12 Matt Beardsley 0, Accident 
19 
 

36 Thiago Medeiros 0, Accident 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 

Brian’s Wish/Track Forum “Night at the Races” will take place at 7 p.m. May 23 
at the Indianapolis Speedrome, 802 South Kitley Ave., Indianapolis. Featured races will 
include Supermodifieds and Figure 8’s. 
  The Brian’s Wish Fund was created in memory of Brian Hall, an avid race fan 
and courageous ALS patient. Hall was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis – 
ALS, also commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease – in 1997 and passed away on 
Indianapolis 500 Carburetion Day, May 23, 2002. 

The Miller/Hall family is generously sponsoring up to four tickets per ALS 
patient family for this event. Additional tickets can be purchased for $5 (gate admission 
is regularly $10). All ALS supporters may also take advantage of the pre-sale discounted 
ticket price of $5. For pre-sale tickets, contact Jim Hall at (317) 859-7327. A portion of 
pre-sale ticket proceeds will benefit “Brian's Wish.” 

*** 
Infiniti Pro Series driver Brandon Erwin’s luck may be turning for the better. 

Erwin was supposed to drive a car in the 2001 Indianapolis 500, but withdrew from the 
event and put his racing career on hold following the death his mother, Patsy, during that 
month of May. Saturday’s rain delay of the Freedom 100 may be a sign that Erwin’s luck 
is changing, he said. 

BRANDON ERWIN: “With my lack of laps around here in practice, it makes me 
feel pretty good. We had nothing but frustration and setbacks the whole time we’ve been 
here. We’re moving ahead and have something to look forward to. I think the Sam 
Schmidt Motorsports/Natural Golf 99 is going to the front. We have a car to contend with. 
If I keep myself out of trouble and be patient, we should be fine.” 

*** 
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Craig Dollansky remains at 
Methodist Hospital in good condition. He will undergo surgery today for repair of his low 
back fracture. 

*** 
FREEDOM 100 PRE-RESTART: 
  At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with a relative humidity of 
90 percent and east winds at 12 mph. Skies were overcast. The track temperature was 
74 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
  10:11 a.m. – Engines on all 16 cars restarting the race refired. 

*** 
FREEDOM 100 RACE RUNNING (Day 2):  
 Lap 13: The cars pulled out of the pits to restart the race under YELLOW. As 
the cars exited Turn 2, #92 Witherill spun onto the extension of the warm-up lane at the 
exit of Turn 2. Witherill straightened the car and resumed. There was no wall contact. 
 Lap 15: GREEN. 
 Lap 16: #14 Carpenter leads into Turn 1. YELLOW. #27 Peterson made 
contact with the SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall in the middle of Turn 4 with 
the right side of the car. Peterson’s car then slid across the track and made sight contact 
with the inside retaining wall near the entrance of pit lane. Peterson climbed from the car 
with assistance from the IMS and IRL safety teams. 
 Lap 17: #9 Wood to pits. Crew reports problem with gearbox.  
 Lap 18: #9 Wood returns to track. Top-five: #14 Carpenter, #4 Taylor, #20 
Simmons, #92 Witherill, #91 Fike. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 RACE RUNNING (Day 2, cont.):  
 
 Lap 20: GREEN. 
Lap 21: #4 Taylor passes #14 Carpenter for lead in Turn 1. Taylor made pass on the 
inside. Carpenter passes Taylor on inside in Turn 3 to regain lead. Carpenter leads at 
line by .5745 of a second. 
 Lap 22: #20 Simmons and #92 Witherill side by side through Turns 1 and 2 for 
third. #14 Carpenter leads by 1.0853 seconds over #4 Taylor. 
 Lap 24: #92 Witherill passes #20 Simmons on inside in Turn 1 for third. #92 
Witherill then passes #4 Taylor on inside in Turn 3 to take second. #14 Carpenter leads 
by 2.7371 seconds over #92 Witherill. 
 Lap 25: #4 Taylor passes #92 Witherill on the outside in Turn 1 for second 
place. #20 Simmons passes #92 Witherill on outside in Turn 3 for third.  
 Lap 27: #20 Simmons passes #4 Taylor on outside in Turn 1 for second. 
 Lap 28: #92 Witherill, #4 Taylor, #20 Simmons went three-wide into Turn 1. 
Witherill took second, Simmons third and Taylor fourth. 
 Lap 28: #14 Carpenter leads #92 Witherill 6.2 seconds. 
 Lap 29: #92 Witherill and #4 Taylor nearly touch in Turn 3 in fight for second. 
 Lap 30: #14 Carpenter leads by 7.7 seconds over #92 Witherill. Positions 3-5 
are #4 Taylor, #20 Simmons, #3 Urlin.  

FREEDOM 100 POST-RACE NOTES: 

 Lap 32: #14 Carpenter leads by 8.9 seconds over #92 Witherill. 
*** 

Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Gary Peterson has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. 
He is cleared to drive. 

*** 
  Lap 35: #14 Carpenter leads by 10.6580 seconds over #92 Witherill.  
  Lap 36: #14 Carpenter leads by 11.4121 seconds over #92 Witherill. 
  Lap 37: #14 Carpenter leads by 12.0809 seconds over #92 Witherill. 
  Lap 38: #4 Taylor and #92 Witherill side by side through Turns 3 and 4 in battle 
for second. #14 Carpenter leads by 12.7512 seconds over #92 Witherill. 
 Lap 39: WHITE FLAG: #14 Carpenter leads by 13.4353 seconds over #92 
Witherill. 
 Lap 40: CHECKERED FLAG: #14 Ed Carpenter, driver of the No. 14 
Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone wins the inaugural Freedom 100 
by 13.9522 seconds. #92 Witherill finishes second and #4 Taylor finishes third, 
separated by .1247 of a second at the finish. 

*** 

 •This is Ed Carpenter’s first career Infiniti Pro Series victory. He previous best 
finish was second in August 2002 at Kentucky. 

•A.J. Foyt Racing has recorded a record five victories in the Infiniti Pro Series. 
A.J. Foyt IV won four races in 2002 for the team. 

•Ed Carpenter led 39 of the 40 laps today. The only other time he had led laps 
in an Infiniti Pro Series race was in August 2002 at Kentucky. 

•Ed Carpenter joins Ray Harroun (Indianapolis 500, 1911), Jeff Gordon 
(Brickyard 400, 1994), Mark Martin (IROC at Indy, 1998) and Michael Schumacher 
(United States Grand Prix, 2000) as winners of inaugural featured races at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 QUICK QUOTES:  
 
 ED CARPENTER (No. 14 Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “We made a change last night after the rain delay, and A.J. 
(Foyt) hit it right on the head. I have to credit that for the win today. A.J. knows this 
place. It’s unreal. The car was perfect. It was fun to drive.” 
 MARK TAYLOR (No. 4 Fulmar Panther Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It was a 
very tough race. I just wasn't able to tow past and stay in front of people. It is just one of 
those things. It is something I knew I had to learn when I came into the series. It feels 
strange to be third, but it is a good result. It would have been nice to win another race, 
but you can't win them all. I try my best. The car finished the race, and third was the best 
we could do today." 
 CORY WITHERILL (No. 92 WSA Healthcare Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It 
was awesome. There were a whole bunch of us out there. The Hemelgarn Johnson 
WSA team did a great job. Once we got the green, it was just a matter of getting up front 
as fast as we can. Obviously, everyone wants to win this first race. Carpenter was just 
gone, but it was a good race for second on back. Mark (Taylor) is a great driver, as is 
Jeff Simmons.” (About advantage of previously competing in Indy 500:) “It helped a lot 
with the mental preparation. With having a race at the Speedway, there's a lot of drama 
and traditions, which can be a distraction. I knew what to expect.” 
 A.J. FOYT (Owner, A.J. Foyt Racing): “He did a great job. He kept his head 
clear all day. The car performed perfectly.” 

*** 
UNOFFICIAL TOP 10 IN IRL INFINITI PRO SERIES POINT STANDINGS: 

   1. Mark Taylor 139
2.  Thiago Medeiros 91 
3.  Brandon Erwin 86 
   Jonathan Urlin 86
5.  Ed Carpenter 84 

*** 
 The next Infiniti Pro Series event is the Pikes Peak 100 on June 14 at Pikes 
Peak International Raceway.  

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT: 
 At 11:15 a.m., the ambient temperature was 65 degrees with east winds at 10 
mph and a relative humidity of 88 percent. Skies were overcast. 
 Only non-qualified cars were allowed to participate in this morning’s practice 
session. 
 11:15 a.m. – GREEN. #99 Hearn on track for first time this month. 
 11:21 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris.  
 11:25 a.m. – GREEN. #44 McGehee on track for first time this month.  
11:32 a.m. – Nine cars have been on track thus far. 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont):  
 11:55 a.m. – The ambient temperature was 68 degrees with east winds at 14 
mph and a relative humidity of 84 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track 
temperature was 90 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.  
 11:56 a.m. – YELLOW, THEN CHECKERED. Debris. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 

Top Nine Drivers of Non-Qualified Drivers Practice Session 
    No. 

  

  

Driver Car Speed
1 19 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 227.501 mph 
2 2T Vitor Meira Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 225.984 
3 20 Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 225.573 
4 99 Richie Hearn Contour Hardening Special G/T/F 225.557 
5 5T Airton Dare EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 225.290 
6 5 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 224.513 
7 18 Jimmy Kite PDM Racing D/C/F 224.464 
8 98 Billy Boat Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 224.397 
9 44 Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 215.449 
 
Entry update: 
 •Airton Dare is now listed as the driver of the No. 5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone.  
 
 INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY: 

At 12:20, the ambient temperature was 68 degrees with east winds at 13 mph 
and a relative humidity of 83 percent. Skies were cloudy. 
 
12:33 p.m. #18 JIMMY KITE/Stockbridge, Ga.  
  TBA – D/C/F  

QA-29 1 – 39.9909 – 225.051  UA – 1 
  2 – 39.9818 – 225.102   
  3 – Pulled into pits. Crew suspected 

electrical problem. 
 
12:40 p.m. #5 SHIGEAKI HATTORI/Okayama, Japan  
  EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing – D/T/F  

QA-30 1 – 40.0198 – 224.889  Q – 25 
  2 – 40.0779 – 224.563   
  3 – 40.0789 – 224.557   

4 – 40.1164 – 224.347   

  

  T 2:40.2930 – 224.589   
 
12:46 p.m. #98 BILLY BOAT/Phoenix  
  Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing - D/C/F  

QA-31 1 – 39.8870 – 225.637  Q – 26 
  2 – 39.8771 – 225.693 

3 – 39.8887 – 225.628 
  

    
4 – 39.9231 – 225.433   

  

  T 2:39.5759 – 225.598   
 
12:51 p.m. #19 JIMMY VASSER/Las Vegas  
  Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing - D/H/F  

QA-32 
 

1 – 39.6860 – 226.780  Q - 27 
 2 – 39.6986 – 226.708   
  3 – 39.6524 – 226.972   

4 – 39.6423 – 227.030   
  T 2:38.6793 – 226.873   
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 

JIMMY KITE/Stockbridge, Ga. 

  

 
  #5T Dare stalled leaving the pits. The crew refired the car, and Dare pulled 
away but stopped a few feet beyond the start/finish line on pit road. Dare moved to the 
back of the line behind #18 Kite. The car will not have to go through technical inspection 
again. 

*** 
1:02 p.m. #18  
  TBA – D/C/F  

QA-33 1 – 40.1067 – 224.401  Q – 28 
  2 – 40.1560 – 224.126   
  3 – 40.1769 – 224.009   

4 – 40.1349 – 224.244   

QA-34 

  

  T 2:40.5745 – 224.195   
*** 

  #5T Dare stalled leaving the pits. The crew refired the car and Dare pulled 
away. 

*** 
1:08 p.m. #5T AIRTON DARE/Bauru, Brazil  
  EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing - G/T/F  

1 – 40.2931 – 223.363  Q – 29 
  2 – 40.2084 – 223.834   
  3 – 40.2435 – 223.639   

4 – 40.2500 – 223.602   

No.   

  T 2:40.9950 – 223.609   
*** 

Entry update:  
 •Vitor Meira is now listed as the driver of the No. 2T Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. 

*** 
  One trip has now been made through today’s qualifying line. Teams may now 
elect to present cars at any time for qualifying attempts until the end of qualifying at 6 
p.m. 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT: 
 At 1:20 p.m., the ambient temperature was 70 degrees with east-southeast 
winds at 10 mph and a relative humidity of 80 percent. Skies were overcast. The track 
temperature was 90 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 1:21 p.m. – GREEN. Unqualified cars of #44 McGehee, #99 Hearn, #20 Barron 
immediately on track.  
 1:25 p.m. – #54 Nakano on track for first time since the car was involved in an 
accident May 14. 
 1:34 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection. 

*** 
Top Four Non-Qualified Drivers 

  Driver Car Speed
1 20 Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 227.830 mph 
2 99 Richie Hearn Contour Hardening Special G/T/F 226.290 
3 2T Vitor Meira Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 225.984 
4 44 Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 220.648 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING CHRONOLOGY (cont.): 
 
1:44 p.m. #20 ALEX BARRON/Menifee, Calif.  
  Meijer Mo Nunn Racing - G/T/F  

QA-35 1 – 39.6231 – 227.140  Q – 30 
  2 – 39.6208 – 227.153   
  3 – 39.5926 – 227.315   
  4 – 39.5627 – 227.487   

  

  T 2:38.3992 – 227.274   
 
1:50 p.m. #99 RICHIE HEARN/Las Vegas  
  Contour Hardening Special - G/T/F  

QA-36 1 – 39.7987 – 226.138  Q – 31 
  2 – 39.8481 – 225.858   
  3 – 39.8458 – 225.871   

4 – 39.8958 – 225.588   
  T 2:39.3884 – 225.863   

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 
 2 p.m. – GREEN. #44 McGehee and #24T Fisher on track. 

*** 
Top Two Non-Qualified Drivers 

  No.   

   

  

Driver
Vitor Meira 

Car Speed
3 2T Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 225.984 
4 44 Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 222.548 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:09 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  

 
At 3:20 p.m., the ambient temperature was 76 degrees with east-southeast 

winds at 10 mph and a relative humidity of 76 percent. Skies were overcast. The track 
temperature was 100 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
 
3:23 p.m. #44 ROBBY McGEHEE/St. Louis  
  Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing – D/C/F  

QA-37 1 – 40.0987 – 224.446  Q – 32 
   2 – 40.0869 – 224.512  

  3 – 40.0992 – 224.443   
4 – 40.0765 – 224.571   

   T 2:40.3613 – 224.493  
*** 

INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 3:34 p.m. – GREEN.  
 3:56 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.  
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4:04 p.m. #2T VITOR MEIRA/Brasilia, Brazil  
  Menards/Johns Manville – D/C/F  

QA-38 1 – 39.6126 – 227.200  Q - 33 
  2 – 39.6155 – 227.184   
  3 – 39.6094 – 227.219   
  4 – 39.6425 – 227.029   
  T 2:38.4800 – 227.158   

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 4:14 p.m. – GREEN. 

5 p.m. – The ambient temperature was 72 degrees with east winds at 9 mph 
and a relative humidity of 75 percent. Skies were partly cloudy. The track temperature 
was 85 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 

6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Day 13 of activity for the 87th Indianapolis 500-
Mile Race. 

*** 
 INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALFIYING NOTES: 

•Drivers in the 87th Indianapolis 500 have accounted for 154 IRL or CART wins, 
12 IRL or CART championships and six Indianapolis 500 wins. Teams that have entered 
cars for the “500” have tallied 19 Indianapolis 500 wins, 27 IRL or CART championships 
and countless IRL, CART, USAC, NASCAR, Formula One and road racing victories. 

•Drivers in the 87th Indianapolis 500 field have a combined 115 starts in 
Indianapolis 500 competition. Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser Jr. has the 
most previous starts, with 15. There are nine rookies in the field. The record number of 
combined starts in the field in 260 in 1987 and 1992. 

•The field average is 227.125 mph, the third fastest field in history. The fastest 
field in history was last year when the field averaged 228.648, and the second-fastest 
field was in 1996 when the field average 227.807. 

•This year’s field is the ninth closest by time in Indianapolis 500 history. The 
field is separated by just 5.6386 seconds. 

•All 11 rows in this year’s field have at least one driver with an IRL IndyCar 
Series victory. 

•There are four former winners in this year’s field: Al Unser Jr. (1992, 1994), 
Buddy Lazier (1996), Kenny Brack (1999), Helio Castroneves (2001, 2002). 

•Twenty of the 33 starters in this year race are American. There are six drivers 
from Brazil and three drivers from Japan. There is one driver from England, New 
Zealand, South African and Sweden. 

•This year marks the fourth time that each driver on the front row has had a 
four-lap average of more than 230 mph. The other years that the front row all averaged 
more than 230 mph were 1995, 1996 and 2002. 

•This is Helio Castroneves’ first career Indianapolis 500 pole. It is the second 
time he has won the MBNA Pole for an IRL IndyCar Series event. He won from the 
MBNA Pole in 2002 at Phoenix. 

•Helio Castroneves’ MBNA Pole was the 12th Indianapolis 500 pole for Penske 
Racing. Other drivers who won poles for Penske: Rick Mears (1979, 1982, 1986, 1988-
89, 1991), Tom Sneva (1977-78), Bobby Unser (1981), Emerson Fittipaldi (1990), Al 
Unser Jr. (1994). 

•Penske Racing drivers have won the Indianapolis 500 from the pole five times. 
Rick Mears (1979, 1988, 1991), Bobby Unser (1981), Al Unser Jr. (1994). 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING NOTES (cont.): 
 

•The last time a defending “500” champion won the pole for the next year’s 
race was when 1989 winner Emerson Fittipaldi won the pole for the 1990 Indianapolis 
500. 

•Helio Castroneves became the first back-to-back “500” winner to win the pole 
for the race in which he was attempting to win three consecutive races. The previous 
best start for a driver attempting to win three “500s” in a row was third by Wilbur Shaw in 
1941. Shaw scored consecutive victories in 1939-40.  

•The last time car No. 3 won the pole for the Indianapolis 500 was when Rick 
Mears won the pole in 1991. Mears went on to win the race. Before that, the last time 
No. 3 was on the pole was 1981 with Bobby Unser, and Unser also went onto win the 
race. Both drivers were driving for Penske Racing. Prior to Unser, the last time car No. 3 
won the pole was 1946, when Cliff Bergere started from the pole and finished 16th. 

•Tony Kanaan qualified second, his best career Indianapolis 500 qualifying 
effort. He started fifth in 2002 as a rookie. 

•Robby Gordon qualified third today, tying his best career qualifying effort. He 
started third in 2001. 
 •Helio Castroneves’ four-lap average speed of 231.725 mph was faster than 
the MBNA Pole average speed from the 2002 Indianapolis 500, 231.342 mph, by Bruno 
Junqueira. 
 •Tony Kanaan qualified second, the best qualifying effort by a Honda engine in 
Indianapolis 500 history. The previous best was third by Scott Goodyear in 1995.  
 •Helio Castroneves won the MBNA Pole using a Dallara chassis and a Toyota 
engine. It was the first Indianapolis 500 pole for Toyota. The last time a Dallara chassis 
won the MBNA Pole at Indianapolis was in 2001 when Scott Sharp won the pole. 
•Toyota engines powered both the fastest Dallara chassis and Panoz G Force chassis in 
the field. 

•Toyota became the first Japanese engine manufacturer to won the MBNA 
Pole for the Indianapolis 500. 

•There are three different engine manufacturers with cars in the Indianapolis 
500 for the first time since 1996. The 14 Toyota-powered entries are the most of any 
engine manufacturer and come in Toyota’s first-ever appearance at the Indianapolis 
500. Ten Chevrolets and nine Hondas round out the field. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
FIELD STATISTICS: 
 2003 field Record (year) 
Former lap leaders in field 17 19 (1987) 
Previous laps led among  
former lap leaders in field 

 
1,138 

 
3,658 (1992) 

Former winners in the field 4 (Brack, Castroneves, Lazier, Unser) 10 (1992) 
Previous victories by  
former winners in the field 

 
6 

 
20 (1992) 

Rookies in field 9 (Dixon, Foyt, Meira, Nakano, Renna, 
Rice, Takagi, Wheldon, Yasukawa) 

19 (Most, 1919)* 
1 (Fewest, 1939, 1979) 

Oldest driver in field Al Unser Jr., 41 A.J. Foyt, 57 (1992) 
Youngest driver in field A.J. Foyt IV (Will be 19 on Race Day) Foyt (2003); previous was 

Josele Garza, 19 years, 70 days 
on Race Day (1981) 
 Most previous  

Indianapolis starts in field 
 

 

 

Al Unser Jr., 15 (2003 race will be his 
16th career start) 

A.J. Foyt, 34 (1992) (1992 race 
was Foyt’s 35th and final start.) 

Total previous starts in  
field 

 
115 

 
260 (1987, 1992) 

Fastest rookie qualifier in 
field 

 
Scott Dixon, 230.099 mph 

 
Tony Stewart, 233.100 mph 
(1996) 

*Excluding inaugural Indianapolis 500 in 1911. 
***

 No on-track activity will occur until Thursday, Miller Lite Carb Day. The final 
practice for the 87th Indianapolis 500 takes place from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (EST) that day.

*** 
Lincoln Electric Company, the Official Welder of the IRL IndyCar Series, also 

will serve as the Official Welder of the IRL Infiniti Pro Series through the 2005 season, 
company officials announced May 18. As part of its partnership with the IRL’s official 
development series, Lincoln Electric will award $5,000 to the Infiniti Pro Series 
champion. In addition, teams finishing in the top three in the series point standings will 
receive over $3,500 dollars worth of Lincoln Electric products. 

The announcement was made in conjunction with the running of the Freedom 
100, which was won by Ed Carpenter earlier today. 

Lincoln Electric Company, based in Cleveland, is the world leader in the 
development, design and manufacture of arc welding equipment, consumables, robotics 
and cutting equipment. Lincoln Electric employs more than 7,000 individuals worldwide 
and has manufacturing facilities in 21 countries. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 

PHILLIP FULGENZI (Director of motorsports marketing, Lincoln Electric 
Company): “Lincoln Electric is very excited to be partnering with the Infiniti Pro Series. 
We have been involved with the Indy Racing League teams since their inception and find 
it to be an exceptional marketing vehicle in helping drive sales. I feel (Infiniti Pro Series 
Executive Director) Roger Bailey has done an excellent job in putting the series together, 
and to support them, we will place a heavy emphasis on making the cars safer and more 
competitive by providing technical support, training and the best welding and cutting 
equipment on the market.” 

*** 
Thursday’s Schedule (Miller Lite Carb Day): 
8 a.m. MCI Media Center opens 
8 a.m. Public gates open 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Track open for final practice 
1:30-3:30 p.m. Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge, followed by press conference with winning team. 
3:30 p.m. Miller Lite Concert, “Kenny Brack and the Subwoofers” followed by “Cracker” 

*** 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES: 
 
 BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “After the last couple years, we definitely didn’t want to 
be in that position again. The Panther Pedigo team did a fantastic job of giving me the 
race car that we could go out and put solidly in the field. It was disappointing to have that 
incident and not get in the race, but the guys have worked very hard, and they are a 
great bunch of guys. It feels good to put them in the race solidly and not have to worry 
about it.” (Did it affect your mental preparation to not run last week and know you had to 
run today?): “Any time you hit like I hit last weekend, you probably need to clear your 
head, anyways. And that’s what we did. We could have gone back out, but sometimes 
you can get yourself in trouble doing that. You’re better off to wait and get prepared and 
make sure the driver and the car are both ready and come back like we did today. It 
might have cost us a couple rows on the grid, but 500 miles is a long race, and anything 
can happen. We have been working hard last week, working on our race setup. I ran 
over 500 miles myself in testing, so we feel like we got a pretty good race car that can 
hang with the Toyotas and Hondas.” (This morning has been the first time you’ve been in 
the car?) “The car I qualified was the car I ran all those miles with last week. That’s why 
we took Friday off. We had all those miles on, and we had to rebuild the car and put a 
fresh motor in it. It would have been nice to get a few more laps this morning. There was 
definitely a little bit left in the race car. We could have changed gear and gained a mile 
an hour because we were pretty hard on the rev limiter. We knew what we needed. And 
we didn’t want to get greedy so we took what we had.” (On the love-hate relationship 
with Indy): “You love to come here, and it kicks you in the stomach, and you keep 
coming back. This place has such emotion and history, and it’s a place everybody wants 
to get to. Until you take those four qualifying laps, there’s nothing like it in the world. It 
makes you learn to come back again and again. But as cruel as this place can be, you 
still want to keep coming back because there’s nothing like completing those four laps or 
those 500 miles. I know what it was like when I sat on the pole here, and I can only 
imagine what it’s like to win this race. And that’s why everyone comes.” (Are you ready 
to get out of the habit of qualifying on Bump Day.): “I don’t know about me and this day. 
We sort of have a love-hate thing going. Our intention was to put it in on the first day, but 
after the incident that I had, that didn’t happen. It just  
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 
 
BILLY BOAT (cont.): seems like my luck here has steered me to this day. And you have 
to take what it gives. Sometimes it doesn’t give you a choice.” (Do you think this is a 
trend for Bump Day?) “I think what you have to look at is the quality of the field this year. 
There are a lot of great teams and a lot of great sponsors. I think the quality and depth of 
the field has never been better. It’s unfortunate that the small guy has been squeezed 
out. I don’t have an answer for that, except for Corporate America to get behind open-
wheel racing. That’s really the answer.” 
 

SHIGEAKI HATTORI (No. 5 EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Unfortunately I had an accident last week, but fortunately, 
my car was OK. My average is getting better and better, and next week I think we’ll be 
OK.” (What pressures were on you?): “Today I talked to A.J. this morning, and he said, 
‘Right now, we don’t have to take a risk.’ Our car is obviously not set up for qualifying. All 
four laps, my car was pretty consistent, and that’s good for the race.”  
 

AIRTON DARE (No. 5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I don’t know if it was enough time to get up to speed. There 
was a miscommunication with me and the team when I went out to qualify. We ran 225.3 
(mph) this morning, and I thought we could pick up a mile an hour, and we slowed down 
three instead of picking up one. I wanted to waive off, but I didn’t get an answer back 
from the team, so I kept it in the gas and we complete the other laps. We are in the field, 
but it’s really frustrating to be that slow.” (How hard will it be waiting this afternoon) “I’m 
on the bubble. I’m in trouble now. A.J. has one more car in the garage, which has a 
qualifying motor. I didn’t have a qualifying motor in my car, so it should be at least a mile 
and a half quicker than the one I’ve got right now. If we made the right adjustments, we 
could run 226 or 227.” (Are you really nervous?) No, I’m not. I’m frustrated because the 
speed we ran doesn’t show how good we are. I’m not concerned at all. I know can jump 
in the other car and ran 226 or 227 right away.” 
 

JIMMY KITE (No. 18 PDM Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “That first 
run we went out, and I was just tickled to death. The car felt great. It was just turning 
itself. Then I completed my second lap, going in to Turn 1 to start my third lap and the 
car started sputtering a little bit. Then coming off of Turn 2, it did it again so I shut it off, 
brought it in and let the guys look at it. They said they pinpointed the problem. We put it 
back in line and put four new Firestone tires on it. I don’t know if the wind conditions 
changed, the tires didn’t quite come up. Obviously, we were about 1 mph slower on the 
second run but still quick enough to be in. I’m still going to be running next Sunday, and 
when it comes down to it, that’s all that matters. It seems like every year here I am on 
Bump Day doing something. I prepared myself. I was nice and calm this morning. I’m 
ready. ‘Hey, its Bump Day.’ Then all the sudden we had that little glitch. It let those 
gremlins start running through your head: What if, what if, what if? So I was very happy 
when I came off of Turn 4 and watched the checkered flag waving.” (Did you run out of 
fuel on first run?): “You pretty much hit that one right on the nose. I think they’re allowing 
me to say that we did run out of fuel.” (About limited practice time): “The minimal amount 
of laps hasn’t been a problem. Last year when I jumped in the car at the last minute, and 
even last week, the first week, the car has been good right out of the box. We just make 
little tinkers.  
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BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JIMMY KITE (cont.): We work really well together. That part of it is easy, 
running 10, 15 laps a day. The hard part was knowing that we didn’t have a sponsor on 
the race car, and you watch all these drivers walking in and out of the garage knowing 
that any one of them for the right check or the bad time of the day for the car owners I 
could be out of the ride. Right now knowing that I was the driver of the car today when it 
qualified is a huge relief off my shoulders.” (How have you kept your mental emotion up 
to say, ‘I could still run in this thing?’): “I made it those first three years, and we were 
really pretty quick those first three years. 2001 we didn’t have quite the right package. 
Last year we were more than fast enough, just the rain caught us out. We’ve been 
talking all year for the past year, myself and PDM, that we knew we had some unfinished 
business. I’ve been running the pavement Silver Crown cars and the winged sprint cars. 
It’s not as if I’ve just been sitting around waiting in this. I mean, I have been racing cars, 
keeping that part going. We had one goal starting at the month of May, and that was to 
make up for last year.” 
 

JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Mortgage Dallara/Honda/Firestone): (About 
his week and his run): “I’ve pretty much been doing full-tank race setup since I arrived. I 
had the luxury, obviously, with Team Rahal and Kenny Brack having been here for 10 
days prior and done a good job with their car, so it wasn’t like I was starting from scratch 
right off the trailer. So, I felt comfortable straight away. I think we helped to make gains 
together, Kenny and I, with the race car, and I think we’re going to be looking good. The 
Honda power, I think, is superior to the other stuff I’ve seen in race trim on the track. I’m 
energized and encouraged for the Argent car on Race Day. I know we’re starting back a 
bit, but it’s 500 miles. I’ve been back there before. I’ve been down a lap in a 500-mile 
race and end up winning. Team Rahal has great pit stop capabilities, winning a lot of pit 
crew competitions over the years. I’m confident that sooner or later on Race Day, 
probably later than sooner, but sooner or later we’re going to end up finding ourselves 
near or at the front. And if we deserve to stay there, which I think we do, I think we have 
a good race car, then we’re going to be able to fight for the win. All you can do is put 
yourself in a position for that. We had high expectations for high speed today. The 
speeds I ran today were what I was able to run in race trim. We didn’t really get a chance 
yesterday to fine-tune the race setup, so we just took a bunch of downforce off our race 
car. It didn’t really like that. Even with the drag numbers that we had on the car, the car 
should have been much quicker than that. So we just opted to put a little more wing in it 
and go ahead and qualify it and race it. A lot of crazy things can happen here if you start 
playing around. We’re happy to be in the race. And now our focus is on Race Day, 
obviously.” (About Vasser’s CART team owner, Stefan Johansson, and Bobby Rahal 
working together to allow Vasser to run the 500): “Well, Stefan is a driver first, and so is 
Bobby, I think. I had told Stefan early on in our relationship this year that I wished to do 
Indianapolis and some Busch races. He said, ‘Hey, no problem, as long as we’re 
covered if something bad happens,’ like if I get hurt or something and then they lose out. 
I know Stefan real well, he’s a good friend and he understands, as a driver, that there 
are things you want to do, and I appreciate that.” (Still feel nervous about trying to qualify 
for the Indy 500?): “Yeah, you get butterflies. I know what to expect. The first few times 
you don’t know what to expect and over time you get to a comfort level about 
expectations of the run. But you still have some butterflies because you still have to 
qualify to get in the race and bad things can happen. You can blow engines, things can 
break, you can end up in the fence. So, you have the anticipation. On Race Day, I still  
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JIMMY VASSER (cont): get a little nervous energy, and I think that’s good. It 
think that keeps you on your toes. It means you’re ready to go.” (Is there a different feel 
to Bump Day when you've got nine cars going for nine spots?) "Well, yeah. There’s a 
little different feel to it. When I was a rookie here, I got bumped out and had to bump 
myself back in. I had to wait to get bumped in the second week. That was nerve-
wracking. Usually there's always some cars left in line and some broken hearts and 
egos. Prior to today, it wasn't different because we were still planning that there might 
be, and you have to. I'm still not so sure that there won't be today. But I don't think that 
takes away from the importance of the race. Thirty-three cars, 30 cars, 25 cars – this 
race is still going to be extremely difficult to win. The quality of the competition, the 
competitiveness of the teams and the manufacturers and the quality of the drivers is 
going to make for a race that's as difficult to win as any. I don't think so much should be 
hung on a number. Maybe a little bit for the drama of Bump Day, but the number of the 
cars, I don't think that's all that important."  (What's the purpose of the long runs?): "Race 
setup. And I think the Argent car is as good as any in race trim right now." (Explain 
differences between CART cars and IRL cars): "There's a lot more similarities between 
the cars than there are differences. That makes it easy for guys to traverse from one 
series to the other. As soon as you get used to the ergonomics of the cars, then you're 
dealing with similar dynamics of the race car, grip levels, things that you play with, things 
that you can adjust on the car are similar. The tires are very similar. The tires are 
fantastic. I think the biggest difference in the cars is the powerplants now. We run in 
champ cars the Ford Cosworth turbocharged engines. It's a spec engine. Everybody has 
the same, and there aren't a lot of adjustments that can be done to them now. In the 
past, working with different manufacturers in champ car, Honda and Toyota, there were 
a lot of things you could do in adjustment to the engine. I see that again now, here, with 
Honda and Toyota and Chevrolet being here, with more of an open formula for 
adjustment in fine-tuning it. A little bit more science is involved, and I see that as a major 
difference.” 

 
RICHIE HEARN (No. 99 Contour Hardening Special Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “The plan, obviously not being on the track the whole month, 
was to give me a car that I can get up to speed with, which they did. There are three or 
four miles easily left in that car. It’s not even close to being trimmed out. The competitive 
side of me is disappointed because it’s that speed, and you always want to be your best, 
but at the same time, they just wanted to get it in the show so we can go out today and 
work on the race because the difference between starting 25th and 27th is nothing in the 
whole race. I’m relieved it’s over and now I can concentrate on next Sunday.” (Can you 
describe the feeling of going without a ride to essentially a car that’s a teammate to one 
of the best teams out here?): “This is the third year in a row that I’ve come here without a 
ride, and two out of those three years it’s worked out. You just have to stick with it. 
Fortunately I’ve done well enough here in the past that I know that I can do it. I know I 
can do it. I believe in myself, so I know that if I get the chance like I did, I’m not too 
concerned about getting up to speed. It’s still tough. I gave myself until this weekend to 
get a ride; otherwise I was driving home tomorrow. This deal started Thursday afternoon 
and finished up Friday night. You kind of hold your breath that it was going to work out. It 
definitely came through, and those guys at Contour Hardening and Curb Records have 
really stepped up when I needed the money to fill in the gaps, and I’m really happy for  
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BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 
 

RICHIE HEARN (cont.): them, too.” (What’s you mental aspect knowing you 
have to qualify essentially cold?): “I’m thankful that the weather wasn’t like last Sunday 
because that would be really tough. Really, those guys gave me a car, that I knew was 
going to be fine. There’s no stretch in that car and it makes it easier on your brain when 
you know you can worry about just getting up to speed and not worrying about finding 
speed. It wasn’t difficult as it looked. The car was planted, and in practice, the third time 
by, I was flat out all the way around the track. I’m happy that’s the situation I got myself 
in and it made my job a lot easier.” (Is this better than anything you imagined?): “To find 
a last-minute ride is like winning the lottery. It’s probably going to be the best car I’ve 
had, period, in any racing situation. It always seems like musical chairs. The chairs are 
moving, and music stops, and I’m always the one who seems to be standing. To make it 
with Sam, he and I had a pretty good run here last year, not only here, but through the 
rest of the year. And I know he worked really hard to get a car set up for me at this race, 
and everything fell through at the last minute.” 
 
 ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We came out this morning and we put the car on the track, 
and we realized the track was a lot different than two days ago. Just as I got up to speed 
yesterday, it started to rain so I didn't get really to try qualifying. We haven't done 
anything qualifying-wise, setup-wise. We've been working on race setup the whole time, 
so this morning we went through a little bit of a glitch in what we were trying to do with 
the car. We had to regroup, and do one more run, pull out of line to verify that the 
change was going to work. At that point, we decided we needed to put the Meijer car in 
the show, and we put it back with a good, solid, conservative setup and went out and put 
four consistent laps together. At that point, that's what you need to do. There's no sense 
in taking any risks. It looks like there's going to be probably 33 cars. There's no sense in 
taking any risks, trying something that's not really necessary." (What's different in the 
track from one day to the next?): "Infiniti Pro Series rubber. We went out and as I was 
crossing the line, the front tires were hooking the rubber a little bit, and it was causing 
the car to be a little bit unbalanced. We just did some changes to adjust to that, and 
once we made that change – we made one change – with the engineering group we 
have, went back out, and the car was solid. It just shows you the database they have 
with the three cars running, and I think that's going to be important on Race Day." (Is 
there a different feel for Bump Day without any apparent bumping?) "For me, there's not. 
I feel that I have a really strong car to go out and qualify. The guys have been working 
hard on all three cars to make them go good. We put a different engine in, and we made 
some adjustments with the car, and the car has just gone quicker and quicker and 
quicker. It never felt any different for me because I knew I had a fast car, and I knew I 
could get in solid. It's just a matter of getting the balance for this particular weather 
today. It's kind of gone up and down as far as the heat goes, and with the other rubber 
being on the track, it just threw another element in there, and we just went for it." (About 
sitting on the sidelines all this time and then falling into a good seat): "I need a shoe 
sponsor. I wear out a lot of shoes. It's frustrating. I can't say enough about what Penske 
Racing did for me letting me race at Motegi. It was a great package. It was unfortunate 
that we didn't have the result there that we needed. That gave me some confidence 
getting in the car to come here and test for them the week prior to the month of May. I 
think all those things leading up maybe was a decision that helped me get in the seat. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 
 
ALEX BARRON (cont.): To walk in here on Opening Day and not have a ride, it's very 
frustrating and I'm sure a lot of drivers can describe it as an up-and-down emotional 
rollercoaster, but I've had a little bit of experience at it. Sometimes you just need to get 
away from here and just do something to clear your head. The last couple of days, I was 
a bit edgy for sure. It was hard to have a conversation because everybody asked you: 
'You got anything going? You got anything going?' And after a while, it's just kind of like 
a broken record. It's tough to hear that. But you just got to keep your head up and move 
forward and hopefully something works out." (Has Arie (Luyendyk) had much input this 
week?): "Absolutely. He's around the garage quite a bit. He's been working with his son 
in the Infiniti Pro Series a bit. He comes in, and we definitely chat about things and you 
can't find a better guy to talk to you about running the Indianapolis 500. I know the 
feeling that he's feeling, not being able to race." 
 
 ROBBY McGEHEE (No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Everybody knows by know that it was a real last-minute 
deal. I was sitting at home on Thursday, talking to my agent, and I was calling him every 
five minutes asking: ‘Have you got something? Have you got something? Have you got 
something?’ probably bugging him to death. Finally, he just handed the phone to John 
Barnes, and he said ‘How quickly can you be here?’ I said, ‘I can probably be there in 
about three hours.’ But I had no idea how I was going to get there in three hours. We got 
up here in about two hours and 30 minutes and came in and made a seat. At the time, I 
felt like this kind of luck just normally doesn’t happen to me. So I was kind of wondering 
why that was happening. I’m just so excited to be here. The rain yesterday didn’t help us, 
but the one thing I’ve learned from racing is that you can’t control the weather. Everyone 
asked if I was stressed. Absolutely, but there’s nothing I can do about it. I try not to think 
about it. If this was any other team other than a team of the caliber of Pennzoil Panther 
Racing, I don’t know that it could’ve happened. They got me so comfortable in that car 
so quickly. I spoke with both Sam (Hornish Jr.) and Billy (Boat). They were very helpful. 
Obviously, their setups were on the car. I don’t know if it was the exact setup, but both of 
them told me don’t worry this car has a lot of grip. In the first 20 laps, I figured that out for 
myself. Then it was just a matter of peeling stuff off the car and getting the speed. I don’t 
know what they did for qualifying. This is a really good team because we picked up 
pretty significantly. The numbers surprised me a little bit, but I’ve got a feeling it didn’t 
surprise them. They were pretty confident what we were going to run. I’m really happy to 
be back here. Last year was not the best month of May for me. I’m making new Indy 
memories, so I don’t have to think about last May.” (About plans for the rest of the 
season): “We’re pretty close on some other plans, but if an opportunity opened up there, 
I’d rethink what we’re planning. I didn’t really think that the chances of the Indy 500 were 
that great toward the middle of the week, toward Wednesday. It’s just amazing that this 
came together. We actually came to Indy on Friday night. The night before we were 
(going to) leaving for Charlotte Saturday morning to make that (truck series) 
announcement, but obviously we’re going to put that off.” 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 

 
SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m really pleased 

that we got a chance to go back out in the Delphi car today. It was a bit of a pain for the 
crew guys to have to come back in and run today, but we were able to get the last few 
items checked off of our list. I really feel confident about where our car is for the race. 
We made a few small changes that really helped the car, and I’m happy. We’re ready to 
go.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “All in all, it’s 
been a good month for the Corteco team. There have been drastic differences in 
weather, but I think we’ve gotten plenty of track time this month. I got back into my 
primary car today, and I feel good about the Corteco car. We made some changes that 
we had developed during the last week of testing. Now the guys will totally tear down the 
primary car between now and Thursday, and then we’ll just shake the car down during 
Carburetion Day practice and be ready to race. We worked on our pit stops today, and 
my guys on the Corteco team just do a great job. We’ll be ready come Race Day.” 
 

JOHN BIDDLECOMBE (Panoz G Force Director of Sales): “We are very 
pleased with the way today has turned out. We had the fastest qualifier today in Alex 
Barron and got three more Panoz G Force cars in the Indy 500. We have nine cars in the 
field for next week and eight of those nine have won an IRL IndyCar™ (Series) race 
before. Tora Takagi is the only one who hasn’t, and I think it is only a matter of time 
before he does. I genuinely believe we will have the 2003 Indy 500 winner in our ranks. 
The teams have been very pleased with the cars on longer runs during the week, 
running on full tanks and old tires. We don't want to be overconfident, but everybody at 
the factory at Braselton in Georgia is really looking forward to next Sunday.” 
 
JOHN MENARD (Team owner, Team Menard): “It’s pretty gratifying. To have the 
second car in as nicely as what Vitor did is particularly gratifying. You know, we’ve been 
a little short on horsepower and still are with the Chevrolet. We worked pretty hard, all 
the guys have, literally up through last night, trying to get a little bit more power, and I 
think we found just a few things, and Vitor put four really, really good laps together. 
Really, he did not have a lot of time in the car, and I think he’s really to be admired and 
respected for putting together for what he did so well in such a short amount of time.” 
(How much hesitation did you have about fielding a second car and what motivated you 
to do so?): “I had several motivations. I’ve been coming to the Indianapolis 500 for a 
long time and probably my primary motivation was when everybody was saying there 
wasn’t going to be 33 cars, I wanted to do my part to prove that wrong. This has been a 
tradition for years, and we didn’t want to break that tradition. Another reason was I 
wanted Vitor to have some experience. I wanted him to be prepared for us running a 
two-car team next year when, hopefully, Chevrolet will be back with a bit more power. 
Hopefully this time next year we can be vying for the pole rather than fastest in class. 
The third motivating feature is that my sponsors probably haven’t gotten the recognition 
they deserved this year. We feel badly about that, and by putting a second car in what’s 
the biggest television and spectator audience of the year for our series, we hope to 
make it up to them a little bit.” (What have you done to make Vitor so much faster than 
other Chevrolets?): “First of all, I think Vitor has a lot to do with that. He’s, in my opinion, 
one of the finest drivers out there among a field of very fine drivers. Vitor is very, very 
focused and has worked very, very hard, very patiently for days when everybody else 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 

 
JOHN MENARD (cont.): got to drive a car except Vitor. We’ve had a week since we 
qualified the other car, and in that week, we’ve had a very busy engine shop. The guys 
have literally worked without sleep several nights this past week putting some new things 
together, and we found a few things that have helped.” (How does it feel to not have a 
chance at the pole, considering all the years you’ve come to Indy and had a good shot at 
the pole?): “It’s very discouraging because it’s fun to go fast, and it’s fun to sit on the 
pole, and it’s fun to have the recognition. That’s what you’re racing for, isn’t it, to go fast? 
So you feel a little bit unfulfilled. But having said that, the whole spectacle of Indy is 
something I enjoy a lot. A lot more than just the racing, the camaraderie of a lot of the 
people you get to know over the years.” (Why do you continue with the race teams?) 
“We all have our passions, and we all have our things we like to do. I’m a lousy golfer, 
and I’m bored by it. If you do just one thing in your life, I think that it’s like eating a meal 
without a little salt and little pepper sometimes. And this is the salt and pepper in my life. 
The nice thing about a car owner is that you can do it until you’re too old and stupid to do 
anything else, so I hope to be doing it a long time.” 
 

VITOR MEIRA (No. 2T Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): (About your week) “It was really good. Everything turned 
out really good. At the beginning of the month, I was out of the car, and I was trying to 
learn as much as I could from a different point of view – from outside of the car. I was 
able to see everybody’s mistakes and what everybody was doing, so that was pretty 
good. I’m just glad for Team Menard, Johns Manville and Chevrolet. We are the quickest 
Chevrolet in the field. Right now, we work for the race.” (About running so fast despite 
not spending much time in the car): “I’ve been in the car. Two days ago, I had 150 laps 
or something. So that was a lot of laps. Today I’ve had a lot of laps, too. Before the 
month of May, I did two days’ testing here actually just by myself. So that got me in 
pretty good shape. Our work began back there, not just now.” (How have you adapted to 
ovals so quickly?): “Ovals are different mostly in the race, I guess. It’s a lot of side-by-
side racing, and that’s the hard part, actually. Racing is really difficult. Being quick is, I 
don’t know, just step on it and go, I guess. I just try to do my best every time, because 
those guys deserve it. Team Menard deserves it.” (About your emotions and 
expectations): “It’s really the biggest race, the biggest qualify and the biggest, best days 
that I ever did, in terms of emotions. It’s really important to work that and try not to be 
nervous, and try to work inside of you just being calm and just say, ‘Be calm, be calm, be 
calm.’ It’s pretty good. It’s maybe an advantage being a Brazilian, in that I just started to 
hear about the ‘500’ when I was 15 or 16 years old. It’s not that I grew up hearing about 
the ‘500’ and all the tradition. It might be, in terms of emotion, bigger for American 
drivers or people who start to hear about the ‘500’ earlier than me. It’s pretty big, it’s 
pretty big emotion.” 
 

SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “I’m so relieved this 
day is over. It’s been one of the longest in my life, kind of like the last day of school 
before summer vacation. It’s a big load off my mind to not have to worry anymore about 
getting bumped and to just focus on the Indianapolis 500.” 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
BUMP DAY QUALIFICATIONS QUOTES (cont.): 

 
AIRTON DARE (No. 5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I knew I had a backup car, and A.J. (Foyt) told me I could 
have the backup car. We knew somebody could come out and bump us out. The speed 
we did this morning wasn’t very fast, but at the same time I had the security that I had 
that other car. It’s really good and had a qualifying motor in it. It was tense, but not that 
much.” (Did you have intelligence in the garage area?): “Oh, yeah, we were chasing 
rumors all day long to see what was going on and whose going to put a car on. (A.J.) 
has been cool all day. Since I got the checkered flag, I’ve  
been upset that we didn’t wave off, but he was like, ‘Easy, we’re going to be in the 
show.’ Who knows better than him?” (How tense was this month?): “It was tougher the 
first week because I didn’t have a ride. Then on Pole Day, A.J. decided to put in a car for 
me. The whole month was tense: the first week without a ride and Bump Day now. But I 
have a few days to take some rest.” 
 

ROBERT CLARKE (Vice President and General Manager, Honda 
Performance Development): “We’re quite pleased with our qualifying results, both this 
weekend and last. We have a total of nine cars in the field, with two on the front row and 
four in the top six, so I believe we are in an excellent position for the race next Sunday. 
Both the Honda engine and our teams have shown they are competitive here. We’ve 
spent much of the past week working on race setups, how the cars react as the fuel load 
decreases and tires wear. And now, both our engineers and our teams will begin 
preparing race strategies. It should be an exciting race, and we’re looking forward to it.” 
 
 BRIAN BARNHART (Senior Vice President, Operations, Indy Racing 
League): (Do you have a stronger back of the field than in a normal year with lots of 
bumping?): “I think you do, and not to take away from some of the people, but really 
what’s lacking this year is the secondary market for used equipment. It’s not like that 
adds a huge amount of quality to the field. What you have now is the strongest surviving, 
and you’ve got the best 33 cars out there. I’m not sure if we had had 35, 36 – it’s not 
exactly a piece of cake to go out there – and I’m not sure you’d really improve the quality 
of the field by one or two. I think we’ve got a great opportunity to put on one of the best 
races.” (About the engine quality): “It’s been outstanding. I think we’re in the 
neighborhood of 38,000 practice miles, and the cars, and engines, are running like 
clockwork. We’re not blowing up things. It’s a great testament to Honda, Toyota and 
Chevrolet as well as to the chassis manufacturers, Panoz G Force and Dallara. Our new 
combination that we’ve debuted has been very successful. I think we lost one motor 
throughout the month, and we have the potential as we come toward next Sunday, that if 
a guy doesn’t run into something or each other, the cars aren’t going to fall out of the 
race. We’re going to have some of the best competition and the best racing ever seen 
here. One of the things that jumped out at me was that we have an IRL race winner in 
each of the 11 rows. I think that’s pretty neat how that works out. It’s the ninth-closest 
field in history and the third-fastest field in history. And the quality – the race wins, the 
championships, the Indianapolis 500 wins that are represented – makes a great race for 
next Sunday. We’ve got as much quality as we’ve ever seen.” 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 POST RACE QUOTES: 
 

ROLANDO QUINTANILLA (No.11 Bowes Automotive Products 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “It was good for us. We were behind the eight-ball from the 
start, so it was good to finish a very tough weekend for us – one of the toughest 
weekends I’ve had in racing. It was a last-minute thing. Two days before the first practice 
the car wasn’t even built. Our car, handling-wise, was a car that could have finished in 
the top five, but we just didn’t have the horsepower. People were just pulling by us left 
and right on the main straightaway when we were completely flat. I would catch them 
going into the corner, in the corner, exiting the corner, but just couldn’t do it.” 
 

ARIE LUYENDYK JR. (No. 5 Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “We weren’t planning on racing anybody. We were just 
planning on staying out there and trying to improve a few positions. We moved up from 
17th, so we improved two positions. The car was good. We were just driving around. It 
was kind of like a Sunday drive for me, because we can’t really do anything when you’re 
eight laps behind. We came in with two laps to go because there wasn’t any more we 
could improve. The car was great, and the crew did a great job this weekend. We just 
had a little bit of misfortune.” 
 

THIAGO MEDEIROS (No. 36 Genoa Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): (On 
Saturday’s Lap 1 accident): “Everybody did a nice job starting. Everybody was trying to 
keep his line and place on the inside line. It was a little bit crowded when I came from the 
outside line and overtook two drivers the first lap. It was a dream to be here this season 
and a good opportunity for us, but it was a very short time to enjoy this.” 
 

SCOTT HARRINGTON (No. 25 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “It was going a lot 
better yesterday. I had a good car yesterday and things were going well, but 
unfortunately today the car just got super loose. I hung with them there at the start, but I 
counter-steered three of the four turns every lap, and finally it got to the point where we 
were going to crash this thing or deal with what I got. We finished where we finished. It’s 
real disappointing. We went from 18th to ninth yesterday only to turn around and have 
the car go away from us. It’s frustrating, but it’s racing.” 
 

BILLY ROE (No. 37 Bowes Seal Fast/Hoosier Wholesale 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I guess we guessed on the wrong gear. The Bowes Seal 
Fast car felt really, really good, but I guess any car might feel good going that slow. We 
just picked the wrong gear, and it wouldn’t pull. Ed (Carpenter) certainly picked the right 
gear, and he was able to smoke everybody. I just love to circulate this place. It certainly 
means a lot to me, and I hope maybe I can be in the big one.” 
 

PAUL DANA (No. 24 Ethanol/Team ISI Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “The car’s 
in one piece, so I’m happy. We missed on the gearing a little bit, so I struggled in the 
opening laps trying to figure out where I wanted to be and really kind of gave the race 
away. We had a car that was really good. The Ethanol crew and Kenn Hardley Racing 
gave me a great car handling wise, and we should have been in the lead pack. I sort of 
made some mistakes on the opening laps, and they were all together and I was by 
myself – kind of a lonely run. But, it was great to be at the Speedway, and we’ll look 
forward to Pikes Peak. 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 POST RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JONATHAN URLIN (No. 3 Budget Rent A Car Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I 
think we’ve been missing out on the setups a little bit so far this year. Now we actually 
had a chance to be up there and compete with those top guys. From the start of the year 
I said that we were going to progress every race, right to the very last race and the very 
lap of this championship, and that’s exactly what we’re doing. That’s exactly what we’re 
going to do. So far we’ve finished every lap this season, that’s our goal. We’re going to 
continue on with that all the way through the year. Thanks to the Hulman-George family 
for bringing us here. It’s an amazing opportunity just to be here and run, let alone being 
up there and running with those guys.” 
 

JEFF SIMMONS (No. 20 Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg 
Dallara/Infiniti/ Firestone): “I don’t know what everybody else was running for gears, 
but our main problem was just understeer whenever we got behind anybody. It was 
really bad in Turns 3 and 4, not as bad in 1 and 2. As soon as I got close to (Cory) 
Witherill and (Mark) Taylor at the end there. I couldn’t get enough of a run. I had to stay 
a couple of car lengths further back than I needed to be otherwise I’d lose the front and 
have to lift everytime going through the corner. That’s why (Jonathan) Urlin was getting 
runs on me. I tried to run the outside of Taylor in Turn 1, and it didn’t grip that time and 
slid up and caught the wall. It bent the suspension and got it out of alignment. It didn’t 
seem to really make the car much worse. I changed the way I was steering, but it might 
have made the understeer worse in (Turns) 3 and 4. Other than that, we got points, and 
we finished.” 
 

TOM WOOD (No. 9 Super 8 Motels/Sam Schmidt Motorsports 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “We lost our gearbox. We lost fifth and sixth (gear) right at 
the start, so all we could run is fourth gear. We were just trying to get some points out of 
this because that was all we could do. It’s a little disappointing because it’s a big race, 
but that’s how it goes.” 
 

MARCO CIOCI (No. 6 Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “This is my first time in an 
oval race. It was completely different. I don’t want to say I finished ninth because of 
inexperience, but I finished ninth because I did a stupid mistake. I missed a shift and lost 
many seconds. The car was good, and I was driving well. I had a nice fight with Paul 
Dana. We touched wheels twice in (Turn) 3. I like this American motorsports, but I don’t 
like my result because of a very stupid mistake.” 

 
BRANDON ERWIN (No. 99 Natural Golf/Sam Schmidt Motorsports 

Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “The car was running great. I was going to the front and the 
car just quit. I did it two or three times when I was out there. I had to turn the car off and 
on to get it to come back to life and it just wouldn’t run after that. The Sam 
Schmidt/Natural Golf No. 99 just had trouble from the minute we got here. I hope we can 
figure out what the problem is with the team and go forward to the next race.” 
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DAY 13 – SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2003 – BUMP DAY (cont.): 
 
FREEDOM 100 POST RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

AARON FIKE (No. 91 RFMS/Hemelgarn Racing Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): 
“It’s just frustrating. It started off decent, but once I got running by myself, I got too loose. 
Cory (Witherill) and I ran a little different setup, and we should have gone in his direction. 
Obviously I think the rain made the track a little too green. We were too loose, and it got 
looser as the race went on. I’m just glad we brought it home in one piece. We’re ready to 
go to Pikes Peak with our head on straight.” 
 

GARY PETERSON (No. 27 Automatic Fire Sprinklers 
Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone): “I’m not sure exactly what happened. The car was running 
excellent. Maybe a tire went down, I don’t know. But it snapped to the left, and I was in 
the wall.” 
 

ROGER BAILEY (Executive Director, IRL Infiniti Pro Series): “I was 
delighted that after the early hiccups that we had yesterday, we were able to put on a 
great show. I think it went a long way to raising awareness of the Infiniti Pro Series, and I 
can’t wait to get back here next year.” 
 
 TONY GEORGE (President and CEO, Indianapolis Motor Speedway): “I 
think it was good to get this race, the Freedom 100, in after two days. I think everyone 
was a little concerned that the weather just wasn’t going to cooperate. It got off to a slow 
start, and I’m glad that everybody seems to be OK that were involved in accidents 
yesterday. I think they proved once they settle down and get into a rhythm, they are 
capable of using this as a learning opportunity. That’s what it was meant to be. I want to 
congratulate A.J. and Ed for doing a good job. I think he just drove a good race, and 
certainly A.J. Foyt Racing prepared him with a good car. He was very consistent and 
was able to keep out front and in the clean air, which is important. These cars are very 
close, and you’ve got to work very hard to get every advantage you can. The guys have 
done a great job of putting together a very clean car. That made the difference.” (About 
the result): “I’m glad that Ed had an opportunity to do well here. It was an important race 
for the series and for all the teams and drivers and sponsors that compete in it. He’s 
fortunate to have some good sponsorships backing and a good team behind him. I know 
he’s got the ability to drive and do well professionally. That’s what he wants to do, and I 
congratulate him and support him.” 
 

A.J. FOYT (Owner, A.J. Foyt Enterprises): “It makes me thrilled that we bring 
the car from Houston, Texas, have it sit on the pole and lead the whole race with Ed 
Carpenter. We've had a rough year starting off, and we've been having trouble even 
running mid-pack, but come here to the biggest racetrack in the world and sit on the pole 
and win the race means an awful lot to A.J. Foyt and our whole team. I know it meant a 
lot to Ed's mother, Laura. Probably it meant as much to her as to me. But one things for 
sure, we're all proud of Ed.” 



 
 

205

OFFICIAL BOX SCORE 
INAUGURAL FREEDOM 100 

IRL Infiniti Pro Series 
Sunday, May 18, 2003 

 
FP       

     

      

     

      

     
     
      

SP Car Year Driver Car Name C/E/T
1 1 14  Ed Carpenter Futaba/Delphi/A.J. Foyt Racing D/I/F 
2 7 92  Cory Witherill 

 
WSA Healthcare 

 
D/I/F 

3 2 4 R Mark Taylor Fulmar Panther D/I/F
4 3 20 R Jeff Simmons Western Union Speed Team/Duesenberg D/I/F 
5 12 3 R Jonathan Urlin Budget Rent A Car D/I/F 
6 6 91  Aaron Fike RFMS/Hemelgarn Racing 

 
D/I/F 

7 10 24 R Paul Dana Ethanol/Team ISI D/I/F
8 9 8  Ronnie Johncox 

 
REV 1 Racing Special 

 
D/I/F 

9 11 6 R Marco Cioci TBA D/I/F
10 13 11  Rolando Quintanilla Bowes Automotive Products D/I/F 
11 19 99  Brandon Erwin Natural Golf/Sam Schmidt Mtrspts. 

 
D/I/F 

12 17 25 Scott Harrington TBA D/I/F
13 16 9 R Tom Wood Super 8 Motels/Sam Schmidt Mtrspts. D/I/F 
14 14 37  Billy Roe Bowes Seal Fast/Hoosier Wholesale D/I/F 
15 5 5  Arie Luyendyk Jr. Grill 2 Go/Smith & Wesson D/I/F 
16 18 27  Gary Peterson Automatic Fire Sprinklers D/I/F 
17 15 33 R Craig Dollansky VMAC/Karavan Trailers/FattFro Mtrspts. D/I/F 
18 4 12 Matt Beardsley Alpine Bank/Old Republic Land Title 

 
D/I/F 

19 8 36 R Thiago Medeiros Genoa Racing D/I/F
 

Time of Race: 55:02.1661 Average Speed: 109.019 mph  Margin of Victory: 13.9522 sec. 
Fastest Lap/Fastest Leading Lap: #14 Ed Carpenter (Race Lap 38, 188.348 mph, 47,7840 secs.) 

Chassis Legend: D=Dallara  Engine Legend: I=Infiniti  Tire Legend: F=Firestone 
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OFFICIAL BOX SCORE (cont.): 

  
     
     
    
     
     
    
     
     
     
    
     
     
     
   
     
     

    
     

INAUGURAL FREEDOM 100 
IRL Infiniti Pro Series 
Sunday, May 18, 2003 

 
Laps  

Comp. 
Running/ 
Reason Out 

 
IPS 

Points 
 

Total 
IPS 

Points 
 

 
IPS 

Standings 
 40 Running 52 84 5

40 Running 40 80 6
40
40

Running 35 139
 

1
Running 32 78 7

40 Running 30 86 3
40 Running 28 52 13

 40 Running 26 71 8
40 Running 24 62 10
40 Running 22 22 17
40 Running 20 20 18

 40 Running 19 86 3
40 Running 18 18 19
36 Running 17 60 12
32 Running

 
16 16 20

 29 In Pit 15 67 9
15 Accident 14 49 14
10

 
Accident 13 13 22

0 Accident 12 62 10
0 Accident 11 91 2

                  
Lap Leaders:   Lap Leader Summary:  Caution Flags:  
Laps Car Driver  Driver           Times    Total Laps Reason/Incident 
1-19 #14 Ed Carpenter Ed Carpenter               1         39 1-9 #12 Beardsley, 
20 #4 Mark Taylor  Mark Taylor                1           1                                  #36 Medeiros, accident  
21-40 #14 Ed Carpenter     T3 
2 lead changes      11 #33 Dollansky, accident  
        T2 

12-14 moisture (red flag)  
15-19 #27 Peterson, accident 

        T4 
Total: 4 caution flags, 17 laps 
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NINE CARS QUALIFY ON BUMP DAY TO SET FULL INDY FIELD 
 

 INDIANAPOLIS, Sunday, May 18, 2003 – Rookie Vitor Meira was the last of 
nine drivers who earned a spot in the 33-car field for the 87th Indianapolis 500 on Bump 
Day qualifying May 18, as the field is set for what should be one of the most competitive 
editions of the “Greatest Spectacle in Racing.” 

Meira qualified at 227.158 mph in the No. 2T Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone, putting him in the 26th starting spot. 

“It’s really the biggest race, the biggest qualifying and the biggest, best days 
that I ever did in terms of emotions,” Meira said. “It’s really important to work that and try 
not to be nervous and try to work inside of you just being calm and just say ‘Be calm, be 
calm, be calm.’” 

Meira’s speed was the second-fastest qualifying speed of the day. Alex Barron 
was fastest today at 227.274 in the No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone, good for the 25th starting spot. 

“We came out this morning and we put the car on the track, and we realized the 
track was a lot different than two days ago,” Barron said. We haven’t done anything 
qualifying-wise, setup-wise. 

“We had to regroup, and do one more run, pull out of line to verify that the 
change was going to work. At that point, we decided we needed to put the Meijer car in 
the show, and we put it back with a good, solid, conservative setup and went out and put 
four consistent laps together. At that point, that’s what you need to do.” 

Other drivers to qualify are 1998 Indianapolis 500 MBNA Pole winner Billy Boat, 
1999 Indianapolis 500 Bank One Rookie of the Year Robby McGehee, 2000 IRL 
IndyCar™ Series Bombardier Rookie of the Year Airton Dare, 1996 CART champion 
Jimmy Vasser, Shigeaki Hattori, Jimmy Kite and Richie Hearn. 

The 87th Indianapolis 500 is scheduled for Sunday, May 25. The next track 
activity is Miller Lite Carb Day practice, noon-2 p.m. (EDT) Thursday, May 22. It’s the 
final day of track activity before the race. 

Dare ended the day “on the bubble” as the 33rd and slowest qualifier at 223.609 
in the No. 5T EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. Four-time 
Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt owns that car. 

“There was a miscommunication with me and the team when I went out to 
qualify,” Dare said. “We ran 225.3 (mph) this morning, and I thought we could pick up a 
mile an hour, and we slowed down three instead of picking up one. 

“I wanted to wave off, but I didn’t get an answer back from the team, so I kept it 
in the gas, and we completed the other laps. We are in the field, but it’s really frustrating 
to be that slow.” 
 The average field speed is 227.125 mph, the third fastest in the history of the 
event. All 11 rows in this year’s field have at least one driver with an IndyCar Series 
victory. 

Drivers in the 87th Indianapolis 500 have accounted for 154 IRL or CART wins, 
12 IRL or CART championships and six Indianapolis 500 wins. 
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2003 QUALIFICATION ATTEMPTS – CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY 
 

Saturday, May 10, 2003 – Pole Day – Postponed to May 11 due to rain 
Sunday, May 11, 2003 – Pole Day 

 
QA Time Car Driver Lap 1 Lap 2 Lap 3 Lap 4 Average SP 

1 Noon 24 Robbie Buhl 224.444 224.172 224.321 224.540 224.369 22 
2 12:05 p.m. 32 Tony Renna 229.132 228.692 228.687 228.551 228.765 8 
3 12:11 p.m. 15 Kenny Brack 229.780 229.486 229.238 229.533 229.509 6 
4 12:16 p.m. 26 Dan Wheldon 229.973 229.728 230.067 230.065 229.958 5 
5 12:21 p.m. 31T Al Unser Jr. 225.766 225.908 226.655 226.813 226.285 17 
6 12:27 p.m. 4 Sam Hornish Jr. 226.554 226.377 225.975 225.996 226.225 18 
7 12:32 p.m. 9 Scott Dixon 230.413 230.076 230.065 229.841 230.099 4 
8 12:38 p.m. 55 Roger Yasukawa 228.568 228.496 228.685 228.558 228.577 11 
9 12:44 p.m. 27 Robby Gordon 228.829 230.529 230.687 230.788 230.205 3 

10 12:48 p.m. 52 Buddy Rice 226.090 225.811 226.322 226.629 226.213 19 
11 12:55 p.m. 14T A.J. Foyt IV Spun in Turn 2      

 1:06 p.m. 8T Scott Sharp Accident in Turn 2 on second warm-up lap      
12 1:21 p.m. 2 Jaques Lazier 224.228 226.319 226.723 226.648 225.975 20 
13 1:26 p.m. 7 Michael Andretti 226.631 228.469 227.995 227.871 227.739 13 
14 1:31 p.m. 12 Tora Takagi 229.879 229.729 229.406 228.424 229.358 7 
15 1:38 p.m. 91 Buddy Lazier 224.683 224.629 224.716 Waved off   
16 1:44 p.m. 23 Sarah Fisher 222.022 Waved off     
17 2:41 p.m. 11 Tony Kanaan 231.265 231.184 230.769 230.807 231.006 2 
18 2:54 p.m. 10 Tomas Scheckter 228.349 227.776 227.620 227.331 227.769 12 
19 3:48 p.m. 21 Felipe Giaffone 227.610 227.172 226.921 227.137 227.210 16 

 3:53 p.m. 91 Buddy Lazier Waved off on second warm-up lap      
20 3:56 p.m. 13 Greg Ray 228.262 Pulled into pits. Ray feared something wrong with car.     
21 4:04 p.m. 23 Sarah Fisher 224.182 224.195 224.216 224.086 224.170 24 
22 4:36 p.m. 3 Helio Castroneves 231.673 232.215 231.486 231.529 231.725 1 
23 4:42 p.m. 54 Shinji Nakano 227.077 227.576 227.525 226.713 227.222 15 
24 4:47 p.m. 13 Greg Ray 226.912 227.567 228.312 226.369 227.288 14 
25 4:53 p.m. 14T A.J. Foyt IV 223.737 224.681 224.893 223.405 224.177 23 
26 4:59 p.m. 91 Buddy Lazier 225.109 224.674 225.088 224.770 224.910 21 
27 5:06 p.m. 6 Gil de Ferran 228.505 228.908 228.736 228.385 228.633 10 
28 5:44 p.m. 8 Scott Sharp 228.257 229.216 229.237 228.316 228.755 9 

 
LEGEND: QA - Qualification Attempt     SP - Starting Position 
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2002 QUALIFICATION ATTEMPTS – CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY (cont.): 
 

Sunday, May 18, 2003 – Bump Day 
 
QA Time Car Driver Lap 1 Lap 2 Lap 3 Lap 4 Average SP 

29 12:33 p.m. 18 Jimmy Kite 225.051 225.102 Pulled into pits. Crew suspected electrical problem.    
30 12:40 p.m. 5 Shigeaki Hattori 224.889 224.563 224.557 224.347 224.589 30 
31 12:46 p.m. 98 Billy Boat 225.637 225.693     225.628 225.433 225.598 29
32 12:51 p.m. 19 Jimmy Vasser 226.780 226.708 226.972 227.030 226.873 27 
33 1:02 p.m. 18 Jimmy Kite 224.401 224.126 224.009 224.244 224.195 32 
34   1:08 p.m. 5T Airton Dare 223.363 223.834 223.639 223.602 223.609 33 
35 1:44 p.m. 20 Alex Barron 227.140 227.153 227.315 227.487 227.274 25 
36 1:50 p.m. 99 Richie Hearn 226.138 225.858 225.871 225.588 225.863 28 
37 3:23 p.m. 44 Robby McGehee 224.446 224.512 224.443 224.571 224.493 31 
38 4:04 p.m. 2T Vitor Meira 227.200 227.184 227.219 227.029 227.158 26 

 
LEGEND: QA - Qualification Attempt     SP - Starting Position  
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2003 INDIANAPOLIS 500 – VETERAN START/FINISH HISTORY 

 

         

            

            

            

 7           

        ---    

 3           

--- 

            

          

            

           --- 

            

            

          

            

            

        ---    

 3           

            

            

          

     ---       

 
 

No. 
 

Races 
 

 
Driver 

T-10  
Fin 

 
1983 

 
1984 
4/

 
1985 

 
1986 

 
1987 1988 

 
1989 

 
1990 

39 13 Andretti, Michael 8 --- 5 15/8 3/6 9/29 10/4 21/17 5/20

20 1 Barron, Alex 1 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

98 6 Boat, Billy 3 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

15 4 Brack, Kenny 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

24 Buhl, Robbie 3 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

3 2 Castroneves, Helio 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

41 Dare, Airton 1 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

6 3 de Ferran, Gil 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

23 3 Fisher, Sarah 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

21 2 Giaffone, Felipe 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

27 8 Gordon, Robby 5 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

5 1 Hattori, Shigeaki 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

99 3 Hearn, Richie 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

4 2 Hornish Jr., Sam 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

11 1 Kanaan, Tony 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

18 3 Kite, Jimmy 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

91 10 Lazier, Buddy 5 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

2 2 Lazier, Jaques 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

44 McGehee, Robby 1 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

13 6 Ray, Greg 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

10 1 Scheckter, Tomas 0 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

8 8 Sharp, Scott 2 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

31 15 Unser Jr., Al 9 5/10 15/21 11/25 9/5 22/4 5/13 8/2 7/4 

19 7 Vasser, Jimmy 3 --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

 
Races – Number of prior Indianapolis 500 starts 
 
T-10 Fin – Number of prior top-10 finishes at Indianapolis 500 
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2002 INDIANAPOLIS 500 – VETERAN START/FINISH HISTORY (cont.): 
 

 
1991 

 
1992 

 
1993 

 
1994 

 
1995 

 
1996 

 
1997 

 
1998 

 
1999 

 
2000 

---

 
2001 

 
2002 
25/7 5/2           

            

            

         ---   

    ---        

   ---      ---  

            

           14/10 

      ---  ---   

          33/10  

          3/21  

            

            

           

            

          

           

           

           

         1/33   

            

            

    --- --- ---   

           

6/13 --- 5/6 4/25 --- --- --- --- 21/3

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 26/4

--- --- --- --- --- --- 22/7 1/23 3/3 31/15 32/9 23/18

--- --- --- --- --- --- 15/33 3/6 8/1 --- 21/11

--- --- --- --- 23/9 4/8 5/31 32/6 9/26 9/15 2/16

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 11/1 13/1 

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 21/25 30/8 30/13

--- --- --- --- 19/29 --- --- --- --- --- 5/2

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- 19/31 15/31 9/24

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 4/3

--- --- 25/27 19/5 7/5 --- 12/29 --- 4/4 4/6 11/8

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 27/20

--- --- --- --- --- 15/3 --- --- --- 23/27 --- 22/6

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 14/24 13/14 7/25

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 28/5

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- 26/11 28/24 25/30 --- ---

23/33 24/14 --- --- 23/27 5/1 10/4 11/2 22/7 16/2 10/18 20/15

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 26/13 17/22

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 27/5 12/21 14/11 ---

--- --- --- --- --- --- 30/25 2/18 2/21 2/17 31/33

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 10/26

--- --- --- 17/16 30/26 21/10 --- 7/16 6/28 5/10 1/33 8/27

6/4 12/1 5/8 1/1 --- --- 18/29 19/30 12/12

--- 28/21 19/13 16/4 9/22 --- --- --- --- 7/7 12/4 19/30
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22,2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY 
 

TODAY AT THE TRACK: 
8 a.m. MCI Media Center opens 
8 a.m. Public gates open 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Track open for final practice 
1:30-3:30 p.m. Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge, followed by press conference  

with winning team. 
3:30 p.m. Miller Lite Concert, “Kenny Brack and the Subwoofers” followed by  

“Cracker.” 
*** 

 

 

The Indy Racing League will provide numerous Video News Releases 
throughout the month of May to assist with your coverage of the 87th Indianapolis 500. 
The next VNR will be: 

Thursday, May 22 (Miller Lite Carb Day): 
  •Time:   7:30-7:45 p.m. (EDT) 

•Coordinates:  AMC 2, Transponder K18 
   Audio 6.2/6.8 
   Download Frequency 12060 horizontal 

*** 
  Legendary golf course designer Pete Dye, a native of Indiana, will wave the 
green flag to start Miller Lite Carb Day practice. Dye designed the Brickyard Crossing 
Golf Course on the grounds of IMS. 

***
 Rookie Scott Dixon, driver of the No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone, was honored May 20 at the 29th annual American Dairy 
Association Rookie Luncheon at the Brickyard Crossing Inn. 

Dixon, one of nine rookies in this year’s field, qualified fourth with an average 
speed of 230.009 mph and was the fastest rookie in the field. He received a check for 
$5,000, and his name was engraved on the American Dairy Associations Fastest Rookie 
trophy, which is on permanent display in the IMS Hall of Fame Museum. 

 ***
An informal poll taken May 19 at the Indianapolis 500 Oldtimers Club annual 

barbecue at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway indicated that Helio Castroneves is a 
landslide favorite to win the 87th Indianapolis 500. Castroneves received 54 of the 150 
votes while Robby Gordon was second with 20. Sam Hornish Jr., two-time Indy Racing 
League IndyCar Series champion who qualified 18th, was the third choice with 12 votes. 
Michael Andretti was picked by nine Oldtimers to win the final race of his career. Twenty-
three of the 33 starters received votes. 

***
Energizer and Kraft have joined forces with Andretti Green Racing, beginning 

with this month’s activities leading up to the 87th running of the Indianapolis 500. Both 
companies will sponsor Tony Kanaan’s No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 

Energizer is one of the world's largest manufacturers of dry-cell batteries and 
flashlights and a global leader in the dynamic business of providing portable power. 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 

Kraft markets many of the world's leading food brands, including Kraft cheese, 
Maxwell House and Jacobs coffees, Nabisco cookies and crackers, Philadelphia cream 
cheese, Oscar Mayer meats, Post cereals and Milka chocolates, in more than 150 
countries. The Kraft brand marks of Altoids, Oreo Cookies, Planter’s Peanuts and Oscar 
Mayer are featured on Kanaan’s IRL IndyCar Series machine. 

 ***
The 45th 500 Festival Memorial Service will be conducted at 11:15 a.m. May 23 

on the north steps of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument (Monument Circle) in 
downtown Indianapolis. The service is free to the public with downtown metered parking 
available at no charge from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Indiana Governor Frank O’Bannon, Indianapolis Mayor Bart Peterson and 500 
Festival Chairman of the Board, Mary Clare Broadbent, will join keynote speaker Gen. 
John Keane, Vice Chief of Staff for the United States Army, to honor those who have 
served our country and given their lives for our freedom in as recent conflicts as 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. In addition, family members of Hoosiers service men and 
women who have died in the past few months while fighting the war on terrorism will join 
the 500 Festival Memorial Service as distinguished guests. 

*** 
Robby McGehee, driver of the No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/ Firestone, dropped two watermelons in front of the Panther Racing 
garage Wednesday evening during 500 Festival Community Day. The activity was part 
of McGehee’s duties as a spokesperson for the Think First Foundation, a national 
organization committed to the prevention of brain and spinal cord injuries and other 
traumatic injuries through education. 

During elementary school appearances on behalf of Think First, McGehee often 
illustrates his point with two watermelons. After fitting one watermelon with a bicycle 
helmet, he drops it to show that it does offer protection against injuries. Then he drops 
another one without a helmet with obvious results helping illustrate the need for head 
and neck safety. 

Dr. Dean Karahalios, a neurosurgeon for the Indianapolis Neurosurgical Group, 
was on hand for the watermelon drop. 

*** 
Robby Gordon isn’t the only NASCAR Winston Cup driver performing double 

duty this Sunday. Larry Foyt, driver of the No. 14 Foyt/Harrah’s Racing Dodge in 
Winston Cup, will be at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on Race Day in support of A.J. 
Foyt IV, driver of the No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone, who is 
making his first career start in the Indianapolis 500. Larry then will drive in the Coca-Cola 
600 in Charlotte, N.C. Larry is the son of four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt, 
while A.J. Foyt IV is the grandson of the elder Foyt. 

LARRY FOYT: “I’ve never missed the Indy 500, and I didn’t see any reason 
why I couldn’t go this year. We’re very excited for A.J., and I know he’ll do well. I’ll watch 
about the first 30 laps or so and then fly down to Charlotte for the Winston Cup race. 
There is no question that I would like to compete in the Indy 500 someday. But right now 
I’m entirely focused on turning our Winston Cup program around. It’s been hard and 
we’ve struggled a bit, but I really feel like we’re starting to make some gains. We’re really 
looking forward to the second half of the season when we can apply what we learned in 
the first half.” 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 

A.J. FOYT IV: “I’ve been looking forward to racing at Indy for a long time. I 
know everyone says this, but it really is a dream come true for me. I really like the track 
and I think we can run good here. I also know there are high expectations because of my 
name and what my grandfather did here. I just hope I can be half as successful as he 
was.” 

A.J. FOYT: “To have my kids racing in the Indy 500 and the Coca-Cola 600 on 
the same day is pretty special. They are at the top of the racing world, and that’s where 
they want to be. They’re in the early stages of their careers, and they have a lot to learn, 
but there’s a lot of racing ahead for them, and I’m glad for them. I’ll be pulling for both of 
them Sunday.” 

*** 
The nine rookies who are candidates for the Bank One Indy 500 Rookie of the 

Award at the 87th Indianapolis 500 are scheduled to participate in the press conference 
at 10 a.m. Saturday in the trackside conference room at the MCI Media Center. 

 ***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser Jr., driver of the No. 31 Corteco 

Dallara/Toyota/ Firestone, will wear a specially painted helmet in the 87th Indianapolis 
500 on May 25. The one-of-a-kind helmet will be put up for auction, with the proceeds 
benefiting the Unser Children’s Discovery Center Foundation of Albuquerque, N.M. 
 The helmet, designed by Jason Beam of Las Vegas, is painted in the 
red/white/black color scheme of Unser’s car sponsor, Corteco, and will be signed by 
Unser before going on the auction block. 

Unser will unveil the helmet on today and wear the helmet during practice. He 
will wear the commemorative Corteco helmet Race Day, and then the auction will take 
place on www.ebay.com and will begin Thursday, May 22 and run for seven days, 
ending May 29. 

There will be a photo opportunity available with Unser and the Corteco 
commemorative helmet this morning at 10:45 a.m. in Unser’s pit area (Pit stall 22) prior 
to Unser beginning the final practice. 

AL UNSER JR.: “The Unser Children’s Discovery Center is a vision of my 
father’s to create a center where children can learn about the past, present and future of 
the automobile and the impact it has had on safety and technology. We have just begun 
the fund-raising efforts, and what better way to get the ball rolling than to do something 
special during the largest one-day sporting event in the world.” 

*** 
Team Menard’s Vitor Meira topped several other drivers a to win the 

Codemasters IndyCar Series Challenge on May 21. Meira passed Dan Wheldon of 
Andretti Green Racing on the eighth of 10 laps and held on for the win as the two drivers 
played the new IndyCar Series video game that is available Playstation2 and will be 
available for PC’s and Xbox in June. 

Meira, who won copies of the game for his team and a $1,000 donation of video 
game equipment to Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis, lost to Kyle Heenan, 7, of 
Indianapolis in a contest dubbed the Grand Challenge. The IndyCar Series drivers who 
competed in the event were: Alex Barron, Scott Dixon, Tomas Scheckter, Airton Dare, 
Felipe Giaffone, Tony Kanaan, Jaques Lazier, Robby McGehee, Buddy Rice. Infiniti Pro 
Series driver Ed Carpenter and Indianapolis Colts standouts Dwight Freeney and James 
Mungro also participated. 

http://www.ebay.com/
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 

DAN WHELDON: “There’s a phrase in England that we would use and it’s 
called absolutely mega. It’s a cool game. Very realistic. It’s not like most of the games 
where you can spend half an hour or 45 minutes and crack it right away. I’ve played it 
quite a lot, but if you look at the lap times, you are off. It’s really good and I enjoy it a lot.” 
(Who’s better you or the virtual you?) “I think virtual me keeps it off the wall a little more. 
I was rubbing the wall a little bit, but we had the damage off, so that was good.” 

VITOR MEIRA: “It’s good. It’s the first time I’ve played the game, so I have to 
improve a bit more. It’s great. It’s just like Indianapolis. I can’t say it’s just like driving the 
car, but for sure it’s very cool.” (On winning the contest) “I wish it was this easy. It was 
good fun. Wheldon was really tough. This week is full of surprises. I can’t wait to get the 
version for the Xbox. I only got mine a week ago.” (On his competition with 7-year-old 
Kyle Heenan) “I need to get my career going because there is another driver coming.” 

*** 
 IndyCar Series driver Robby McGehee is an avid video game player and 
offered his comments on the new IndyCar Series video game by Codemasters. The 
PlayStation 2 version was released this week: 

ROBBY McGEHEE: “It’s really cool. They’ve done a great job. The Speedway, 
everything looks very realistic. It looks really cool. Like anything, it’s going to take some 
time to learn it. I think it’s set on easy, but I think it’s a pretty deep, involved game, so it 
will be pretty cool once I get to spend some time with it.” (Are you an avid video gamer?) 
“I’m a huge video gamer. I have Xbox, Playstation2, Gamecube. I have it all. It’s a bit of 
an addiction. It’s my way of sitting back and relaxing. I love video games. (Have you 
been looking forward to IndyCar Series?) “No. 1, it’s the only oval-racing, open-wheel 
game, so it’s awesome. No. 2, it’s the IRL, which I love. The only other racing games I’ve 
been playing are Rallisport Challenge, which is a rally racing game, and some NASCAR 
games. There’s a void in the market for this kind of game, and I’m really excited. It looks 
really good.” 

*** 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 FIELD NOTES: 

•Drivers in the 87th Indianapolis 500 have accounted for 154 IRL or CART wins, 
12 IRL or CART championships and six Indianapolis 500 wins. Teams that have entered 
cars for the “500” have tallied 19 Indianapolis 500 wins, 27 IRL or CART championships 
and countless IRL, CART, USAC, NASCAR, Formula One and road racing victories. 

•Drivers in the 87th Indianapolis 500 field have a combined 115 starts in 
Indianapolis 500 competition. Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser Jr. has the 
most previous starts, with 15. There are nine rookies in the field. The record number of 
combined starts in the field in 260 in 1987 and 1992. 

•The field average is 227.125 mph, the third fastest field in history. The fastest 
field in history was last year when the field averaged 228.648, and the second-fastest 
field was in 1996 when the field averaged 227.807. 

•This year’s field is the ninth closest by time in Indianapolis 500 history. The 
field is separated by just 5.6386 seconds. 

•All 11 rows in this year’s field have at least one driver with an IRL IndyCar 
Series victory. 

•There are four former winners in this year’s field: Al Unser Jr. (1992, 1994), 
Buddy Lazier (1996), Kenny Brack (1999), Helio Castroneves (2001, 2002). 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
INDIANAPOLIS 500 FIELD NOTES (cont.): 
 

•Twenty of the 33 starters in this year race are American. There are six drivers 
from Brazil and three drivers from Japan. There is one driver from England, New 
Zealand, South African and Sweden. 

•This year marks the fourth time that each driver on the front row has had a 
four-lap average of more than 230 mph. The other years that the front row all averaged 
more than 230 mph were 1995, 1996 and 2002. 

•Helio Castroneves’ MBNA Pole was the 12th Indianapolis 500 pole for Penske 
Racing. Other drivers who won poles for Penske: Rick Mears (1979, 1982, 1986, 1988-
89, 1991), Tom Sneva (1977-78), Bobby Unser (1981), Emerson Fittipaldi (1990), Al 
Unser Jr. (1994). 

•Penske Racing drivers have won the Indianapolis 500 from the pole five times. 
Rick Mears (1979, 1988, 1991), Bobby Unser (1981), Al Unser Jr. (1994). 
•The last time a defending “500” champion won the pole for the next year’s race was 
when 1989 winner Emerson Fittipaldi won the pole for the 1990 Indianapolis 500.  

•Helio Castroneves’ became the first back-to-back “500” winner to win the pole 
for the race in which he was attempting to win three consecutive races. The previous 
best start for a driver attempting to win three “500s” in a row was third by Wilbur Shaw in 
1941. Shaw scored consecutive victories in 1939-40. 

•The last time car No. 3 won the pole for the Indianapolis 500 was when Rick 
Mears won the pole in 1991. Mears went on to win the race. Before that, the last time 
No. 3 was on the pole was 1981 with Bobby Unser, and Unser also went onto win the 
race. Both drivers were driving for Penske Racing. Prior to Unser, the last time car No. 3 
won the pole was 1946, when Cliff Bergere started from the pole and finished 16th. 

*** 
The first Sarah Fisher/TAG Heuer Racing Scholarship winners were announced 

May 21. The two winners were selected from more than 70 entries submitted by 
graduating seniors at Fisher’s alma mater, Teays Valley High School in Ashville, Ohio, 
and six Indianapolis-area high schools. 

Bethany Larue, valedictorian from Teays Valley High, and Jennifer Lindstrom, 
17th in her class at Ben Davis High School in Indianapolis, best fulfilled the scholarship 
criteria established by Fisher and will receive a one-time $3,000 college scholarship and 
a TAG Heuer Link watch. 

To be eligible, entrants had to write a one-page essay about how their 
extraordinary extra-curricular activity will help them succeed in life and must have 
maintained at least a 3.0 GPA during their high school career. 

SARAH FISHER: “Education has always been very important to me and while I 
was growing up, I had to maintain at least a B-average in school in order to be able to 
race. Because I spent all my free time racing, I didn't participate in school-sponsored 
sports, and there wasn't any kind of scholarship for kids like me. I wanted to be able to 
give something back to kids who also excel at something outside of school activities and 
also have kept at least a B-average throughout school. I was going to give away one 
$3,000 award this year, and mentioned my scholarship to my personal sponsor TAG 
Heuer. They thought it was a great idea and jumped on board with an additional $3,000 
and two TAG Heuer watches for the winners. It's a privilege to be able to give something 
back to students who excel in non-traditional ways.” 
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ULRICH WOHN (Vice president, marketing for North America, TAG Heuer): 
“TAG Heuer is proud to support these promising individuals. We believe, like Sarah, that 
they share TAG Heuer's core values - prestige, performance and precision - and a 
strong desire to compete in all aspects of life.” 

*** 
The pit stop team of ESPN’s “RPM2Night” won the Adventure RV’s Grill N Chill 

Media/Celebrity Pit Stop Competition on May 21. The team defeated the Indianapolis 
Woman magazine team in the finals. The “RPM2Night” crew consisted of: Dave 
Williams, John Moore, Harold Tinsley, John Walsh and Brad Yarnell. 

There were 18 teams that participated in the event. Celebrities that participated 
include: Norma Oteham (fiancée of Indy 500 driver Robby McGehee), Lacey Minchew 
(Miss Teen America), Rex Newlin and Christopher Borghese (First Sargeants, U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve), Sophia Banker and Amber Bullock (Indiana Children’s Wish 
Fund), Meghan Bryan (Miss Jr. Teen America), Lt. Jeff Gray (Brownsburg Police 
Department), Jeff Saturday (Indianapolis Colts), Jeff Harvey (Asst. Fire Chief, Kokomo 
Fire Department). 

*** 
The annual CARA Charities “Art at Speed” Fashion Show will take place at 11 

a.m. (EST) Friday at the Westin Hotel Grand Ballroom, 50 S. Capitol Ave. in 
Indianapolis. 

Drivers and celebrities, along with their families, will model fashions by 
Tarkington Trends, Day Furs and Little Women & Company. Tickets are $60 per person 
and $600-2,500 for a table of 10. For more information or to purchase tickets, call (317) 
299-2277. 

*** 
  Chris Paulsen, owner of C & R Racing, Inc., announced today that Rick Long, 
owner and president of Speedway Engines, was the winner of the sixth annual “True 
Grit” Award to be presented during Miller Lite Carb Day festivities. 

Long’s career began with Herb Porter at Racing Associates in 1974, working 
out of the old Gasoline Alley garages at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, building 
engines for Goodyear tire tests in the 1970s. The operation moved to what is now the 
Gasoline Alley industrial area in the town of Speedway, Ind. The operation built engines 
for Alex Morales Autosports from 1985-87. After Porter sold his operation to TrueSports, 
Long and Porter built the Judd engine that competed in Indy-style racing from 1988-91. 
From 1992-94, Long worked in the engine department at Team Menard. Long later 
worked with PacWest Racing in CART from 1994 to 1996 before returning to Speedway 
Engines in August 1996, where it was Original Equipment Manufacturer for the General 
Motors Indy Racing League engine, which was originally the Oldsmobile Aurora before 
becoming a Chevrolet in 2001. 

Paulsen was an Indy-style chief mechanic for many years and now is the owner 
of C & R Racing, Inc., a machine/fabrication business started in 1988 catering to the 
auto racing industry. This year C & R Racing is joined by Stoops Freightliner in 
presenting this $10,000 award to Long. 

Tim Cindric, president of Penske Racing, presented the award and began his 
career working with Long and Cindric's father, Carl, at HP Engine Development in 1983 
when he was a Pike High School student in Indianapolis. 
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RICK LONG: “I'm completely flattered to win this honor. I'm very proud to be a 
part of all the guys, all the people that work here, because without all of these guys we 
would have never achieved the three IRL championships and the 20 IRL wins without 
them. C&R Racing has become a big company in the motorsports industry through the 
hard work of Chris Paulsen and his people. And Stoops Freightliner has been involved in 
the sport for a long time. I'm thoroughly honored to win this award. It's nice that they can 
honor some of the behind-the-scenes people that are involved in this sport." 

TIM CINDRIC: “Rick is truly one of the unsung heroes of racing. I don't think 
you will find a more loyal guy in the paddock with as much integrity as he has. He will 
give you the shirt off his back even if you aren't one of his customers, just because it's 
the right thing to do. Rick is like the older brother I didn't have. Herb Porter was my 
uncle, and Rick was the older brother I never had. I think Rick is a perfect fit for this 
award. Those are the guys in the paddock who are truly respected and like Clive Howell 
last year, they are the true doers.” 

CHRIS PAULSEN: “Rick Long has been in the business a long, long time as an 
engine builder and a mechanic. When he worked for Herb Porter, Rick would work day 
and night to get the job done. He's a racer from the old school - where you don't stop 
until the job is done - which is the way all hard racers used to be. Rick falls in that 
category. You don't see too much of that any more. That's a lost talent. He's had a lot of 
success over the years with Herb Porter and with the IRL engine program.” 

*** 
Penske Racing, Inc. and Quicken Loans Inc., the nation’s leading online 

mortgage lender, announced today a multi-tiered marketing and business development 
agreement designed to leverage the platform of IndyCar Series racing to drive business 
and brand awareness. 

Under the terms of the agreement, Quicken Loans logos will appear on the 
Marlboro Team Penske cars driven by two-time defending Indianapolis 500-Mile-Race 
winner Helio Castroneves and two-time CART champion Gil de Ferran in the IndyCar 
Series beginning with Indianapolis 500 May 25. 

In addition to the sponsorship, retail customers of Penske Corporation, United 
Auto Group and Penske Truck Leasing may take advantage of this association through 
various Quicken Loans programs to be announced. Moreover, another program is under 
development for employees of Penske Corporation and its affiliate companies. Details of 
both programs will be forthcoming. 

Quicken Loans Inc. consists of Quicken Loans and Rock Financial. Quicken 
Loans is the nation's leading online mortgage lender. Quicken Loans Inc. and its 1,500 
mortgage professionals expect to close between $13-15 billion in mortgage loans in 
2003. 

DAN GILBERT (Chairman and founder, Quicken Loans): “Our association 
with the most successful team in Indy-car racing history makes sense for our brand and 
for our clients. We believe Penske and Quicken Loans have a shared set of values for 
high quality, outstanding customer service and winning. Quicken Loans has earned a 
reputation as America's Home Loan Experts, and Penske Racing has consistently 
demonstrated the highest level of expertise in Indy-car racing for over 30 years. Indy-car 
racing fans are savvy consumers who will appreciate the high level of service and value 
that Quicken Loans offers homeowners.” 
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ROGER PENSKE: “Racing is about intensity, decisiveness, organization and 
execution. These metrics have been the baseline for Penske Corporation and its 
subsidiaries and are the reason that racing is the common thread throughout our 
organization. Quicken Loans products and services can improve the home-owning 
environment for our employees and fans.” 

*** 
Bill Miller, chief mechanic for Sarah Fisher’s No. 23 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone, won the 2003 Clint Brawner “Mechanical Excellence” award 
presented today by the Clint Brawner Mechanical Excellence Foundation. 

*** 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY PRACTICE REPORT: 

At 10:45 a.m., the ambient temperature was 58 degrees with east-northeast 
winds at 7 mph and a relative humidity of 59 percent. Skies were sunny. The track 
temperature was 103 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
  11 a.m. – GREEN. #3 Castroneves first on track. Leaving the pits, #31 Unser 
hit a tire that was in the pit of #22 Meira, causing tire to roll down pit lane. Crew reports 
no damage. 
  11:01 a.m. – YELLOW. #52 Rice did a 180-degree spin on the warm-up lane 
exiting Turn 4 and came to a stop on the middle of the racetrack just before the end of 
the pit wall. Team owner Eddie Cheever Jr. reported that the car’s brakes locked. 
  11:04 a.m. – GREEN. 
  11:10 a.m. – #52 Rice back on track. 
  11:18 a.m. – Thirty-two of the 33 cars have been on track thus far. #44 
McGehee will not participate in practice as the Panther Racing team is doing mechanical 
work on the car and engine, McGehee said. 

  
 Brack (W) 

*** 

. Debris. 

  11:24 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
*** 

Top Five Drivers of Miller Lite Carb Day practice at 11:25 a.m. 
   No. Driver

Kenny
Car Speed

1 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 228.707 mph 
2 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 227.812 
3 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.714 
4 3 

10 
Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 226.993 

5 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 226.358 
(W) - Former Winner; (R) - Rookie 

MILLER LITE CARB DAY PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 
  11:31 a.m. – GREEN. 
  11:33 a.m. – YELLOW. #54 Nakano stopped on the backstretch. Car was 
towed to pits. Crew reports car ran out of fuel.  
  11:38 a.m. – GREEN. 
  11:46 a.m. – YELLOW
  11:49 a.m. – GREEN.  
  11:50 a.m. – Crew of #4 Hornish reported a small fire in the car after Hornish 
was out of the car. Damage to the car was minimal.  

Noon – The ambient temperature was 60 degrees with calm winds and a 
relative humidity of 55 percent. Skies were sunny. The track temperature was 109 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers. 
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Top Five Drivers of Miller Lite Carb Day practice at Noon 
    No. 

  

   

Driver Car Speed
1 15 Kenny Brack (W) 

 
Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 

 
228.707 mph 

 2
3 

27 Robby Gordon Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 227.850
6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 227.812 

4 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 227.790 
5 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.714 
(W) - Former Winner; (R) - Rookie 

*** 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY PRACTICE REPORT (cont.): 
 

12:12 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. 
  12:18 p.m. – GREEN. 
  12:30 p.m. – Top five drivers remained unchanged from noon. 
  1 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of Miller Lite Carb Day final practice. 

*** 
The last time that the fastest driver on Miller Lite Carb Day went on to win the 

race was in 2000, when Juan Pablo Montoya accomplished that feat. 
*** 

  Thirty-two drivers turned 667 laps during the final practice session today. There 
were five yellows for 26 minutes.  

*** 
Top 10 Drivers of Miller Lite Carb Day practice 

  No. Driver Car Speed
1 15 Kenny Brack (W) Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 228.707 mph 
2 27 Robby Gordon Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 227.850 
3 6 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 227.812 
4 13 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 227.790 
5 9 Scott Dixon (R) Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 227.714 
6 3 Helio Castroneves (W) Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 226.993 
7 32  Tony Renna (R) Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 226.700 
8 11 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 226.700 
9 10 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 226.358 
10 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 226.244 
(W) - Former Winner; (R) - Rookie 

*** 
ROBBY GORDON’S SCHEDULE FOR INDIANAPOLIS 500/COCA-COLA 600 
“DOUBLE” 
Miller Lite Carb Day, May 22 
7:45 a.m. (EDT) Depart Concord, N.C. for Indianapolis 
11 a.m. (EST) Miller Lite Carb Day final practice 
11:30 a.m. (EST) Leave IMS for Indianapolis International Airport 
Noon (EST) Depart Indianapolis for Concord, N.C. 
2 p.m. (EDT) Land at Concord (N.C.) Airport 
3 p.m. (EDT) Winston Cup practice 
7:05 p.m. (EDT) Winston Cup Qualifying 
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ROBBY GORDON’S SCHEDULE FOR INDIANAPOLIS 500/COCA-COLA 600 
“DOUBLE” (cont.): 
 
Friday, May 23 – No on-track activities 
 
Saturday, May 24 
9:30 a.m. (EDT) Winston Cup practice 
11:15 a.m. (EDT) Winston Cup final practice 
5 p.m. (EDT) “Double Duty” fan barbecue  

Depart Concord, N.C. for Indiana7:30 p.m. (EDT) polis 

 

 
Sunday, May 25 

 11 a.m. (EST) Start, 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race 
2:30 p.m. (EST) Anticipated end of race 
2:35-2:40 p.m. (EST) Out of IndyCar Series car and onto golf cart 
2:40-2:50 p.m. (EST) Golf-cart to helicopter 
2:50 p.m. (EST) Helicopter to Indianapolis International Airport 
3 p.m. (EST) Jet departs Indianapolis 
5 p.m. (EDT) Land in Concord, N.C. 
5-5:05 p.m. (EDT) Airplane to helicopter 
5:05-5:10 p.m. (EDT) Helicopter to Lowe’s Motor Speedway 
5:30 p.m. (EDT) Start, Coca-Cola 600 

*** 
The annual 500 Festival Parade, the nation’s largest motor racing parade, is 

scheduled for noon (EST) Saturday in downtown Indianapolis. 
The parade starts at North and Pennsylvania, heads south on Pennsylvania to 
Washington, travels west on Washington to Meridian and proceeds north on Meridian to 
11th Street. 
  Tickets range in price from $12.50 to $25. Call (800) 638-4296 to purchase 
tickets or stop by the 500 Festival office at 30th and Meridian in downtown Indianapolis.

*** 
Legendary golf course designer Pete Dye, a native of Indiana, waved the green 

flag to start Miller Lite Carb Day practice. Dye designed the Brickyard Crossing Golf 
Course on the grounds of IMS. 
  PETE DYE: “That was great. It was a lot of fun. I really enjoyed it. The first time 
I was here was in 1950. I've been to many races since, but I never thought I'd do this. I 
love the race. You know, I worked with Tony (George) building the golf course here, so 
I've had a great interest in the race. I’ve never been the flag man before and never been 
that close. I had no fears being that close. I don't know why. I guess I'm too old to be 
scared.” 

*** 
Dreyer and Reinbold Racing announced today that GMAC Financial Services 

will sponsor Sarah Fisher’s No. 23 Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone for the Indianapolis 500 
and the remainder of the 2003 Indy Racing League IndyCar Series season. Fisher’s car 
is also supported by AOL Broadband, Raybestos Brand Brakes and the Girl Scouts new 
“Girls Go Tech” campaign. 
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 DENNIS REINBOLD (Co-owner, Dreyer & Reinbold Racing): “Everyone has 
been working very hard to bring this deal to fruition, and we’re extremely pleased to have 
GMAC riding with us for the remainder of the season. We’ve been insistent from the start 
that Sarah deserved a strong competitive program, and we welcome GMAC’s solid 
support in helping to make that happen.” 
 JIM FARMER (Vice president, GMAC Merchandising, Advertising and 
Communications): “We’re very excited about this opportunity to expand our presence in 
racing to the Indy 500 with such an outstanding representative as Sarah Fisher. She’ll be 
a great addition to the GMAC racing team.”  

SARAH FISHER: “It’s taken some time, but support continues to grow for our 
#23 efforts, and we appreciate the confidence that GMAC has in our race team. With the 
business issues falling into place, we can keep our focus on the track and getting the 
most out of our race car.” 

***
RESULTS OF THE 27th CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE: 
First Round 
Red Bull Cheever Racing (#52 Rice), 9.9075 def. Dreyer & Reinbold Racing (#24 Buhl), 
10.3599 
Kelley Racing (#31 Unser) 9.2636 def. Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#9 Dixon), 10.1317 
Team Rahal (#15 Brack), 9.8274 def. Kelley Racing (#8 Sharp) 11.4298 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#10 Scheckter) 10.2038 def. Mo Nunn Racing (#21 
Giaffone) 10.6056 
 
Quarterfinals 
Red Bull Cheever Racing (#52 Rice) defeated Andretti Green Racing (#26 Andretti) due 
to forfeit. Andretti’s car had a throttle problem. Andretti used car of teammate #26 
Wheldon. 
Kelley Racing (#31 Unser), 8.8858 def. Panther Racing (#4 Hornish), 15.1301 (Hornish 
penalized five second for loose left-front tire). 
Marlboro Team Penske (#3 Castroneves), 8.6893 def. Team Rahal (#15 Brack), 9.9101 
Andretti Green Racing (#7 Kanaan), 9.7886 def. Target Chip Ganassi Racing (#10 
Scheckter) 10.1070 
(Kanaan used car of teammate #7 Andretti) 
 
Semifinals 
Red Bull Cheever Racing (#52 Rice), 8.9962 def. Kelley Racing (#31 Unser), 9.4110 
Marlboro Team Penske (#3 Castroneves), 9.3280 def. Andretti Green Racing (#7 
Kanaan), 12.6693 
 
Final 
Red Bull Cheever Racing (#52 Rice), 8.8401 def. Marlboro Team Penske (#3 
Castroneves), 9.1341 



 
 

223

DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE NOTES: 

•The winner of the Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge has gone on to win the 
Indianapolis 500 four times: Bobby Unser, Penske Racing (1981), Danny Sullivan, 
Penske Racing (1985), Jaques Villeneuve, Team Green (1995), Helio Castroneves, 
Marlboro Team Penske (2002). 

•Red Bull Cheever Racing won $30,000 of an $80,000 purse for winning the 
Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge. 

•This is the first Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge championship for Red Bull 
Cheever Racing. The team finished second in 1997 with team owner Eddie Cheever Jr. 
as the driver. Cheever also finished second as a driver in 1992 with Target Chip Ganassi 
Racing. 

•Buddy Rice is a rookie in the 87th Indianapolis 500. The last time a rookie 
driver won the Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge was in 1997 when Kenny Brack won 
with Galles Racing Int’l. 

•Red Bull Cheever Racing became the 12th different team to win the 
Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge. Buddy Rice became the 18th different driver. 

*** 
Remaining Indianapolis 500 Radio Schedule: 
(Pre-Race) IMS Radio Network (live), 11 a.m. (EDT), May 25 

 
(Race) 
 

IMS Radio Network (live), Noon (EDT) May 25 
Area affiliate: WIBC-AM 1070, Indianapolis 
Anchor: Mike King; Analyst: Chris Economaki; Driver 
analyst: Davey Hamilton; Color Commentator: Dave 
Wilson; Historian: Donald Davidson; Turn 1 reporter: 
Jerry Baker; Turn 2: Kevin Lee; Turn 3: Mark Jaynes; 
Turn 4: Chris Denari; Pit reporters: Adam Alexander, Kim 
Morris, Jim Murphy; Garage reporter: Chuck Marlow; 
Medical center reporter: Howdy Bell 

*** 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

AIRTON DARE (No. 41 Conseco A.J. Foyt Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I have a really good car. I think it is the best Carb Day car I 
have ever had. The car is so easy to drive. I am really looking forward to the race. I didn’t 
run much in traffic but that is not a big deal because you just lose a little front grip. 

SHIGEAKI HATTORI (No. 5 EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a problem at the start, and we had to take it back 
to the garage. Once we got on the track, the EPSON car felt good. It was very stable. 
We tried it with half tanks and full tanks, and it was good.” 
 A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): 
“The Conseco car feels really good and really solid. It’ll go wherever I put it. I’m looking 
forward to the race. I want to run all day and get this first one under my belt.” 
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CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE QUOTES: 
 

EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (Owner, Red Bull Cheever Racing): “ “The last time 
that I sat here as a winner was having won the Indianapolis in 1998. I have to say that 
today was a very good moment. It’s a very festive day, but it’s a day that the mechanics 
get to show what they’re capable of doing. It was great to see my team beat the Penske 
team, and that’s something that they should take great pride in because it’s a great 
accomplishment. They are a very well-trained team. They are a team that misses 
nothing, and I think that they’ve done a great job today. It’s all about the crew today, and 
Buddy’s absolutely right: He had to stop on his mark, but he’s not giving himself enough 
credit. He did everything perfectly. He went faster and faster every time going in, and he 
shaved off a little bit of time. They just did a great job. Everybody can be beat. Penske 
has built every year on the success of the year past. Everybody is beatable. I believe just 
looking from our team’s perspective, we have not backed down because we’re a little bit 
behind with Chevy. But when the new Chevy engines arrive – and they will arrive – and 
we will be competitive again. When it does (arrive), we will be ready. And when we have 
an engine capable of beating Penske, or whatever our competition is, we will take that 
opportunity. Can they be beaten? Of course, they can be beaten. Of course, everybody 
can be beaten, and everybody can lose. This is a good day for us, and you’re stretching 
it a little bit too far saying ‘Is the next step, are we going to be able to beat them Sunday 
because we won the pit stop competition?’ It’s definitely a point in our favor, but there’s 
other things that you have to do to win the ‘500.’” 

 
DAVID MEEHAN (Chief Mechanic, Red Bull Cheever Racing): “Well 

obviously, we’re going into the biggest race of the year. We’ve shown everyone how 
strong we are in the pit stop area. We go in there and pick up a few spots. I think 
everybody is pumped up now. We’ve have shown people what we can do in the pits, I 
think we’ll go out there and show them again.” (What goes into practicing pit stops?) “We 
didn’t stop. We start practicing as soon as the season ends. We go through. We pick out 
the fastest guys. They practice hard. They have a little competition among themselves, 
and the fastest guys get chosen for the pit stop. Every week we’re out there practicing. 
All this week, we’ve been practicing hot stops as Buddy goes and warms up the gearbox 
and warms up the car. It’s really timing thing. I don’t do the pit stops. I just sit back, 
watch the guys and maybe help them with how they can speed things up. We made little 
adjustment on the front of the four wheels, and it seemed to work out. Every race we’ve 
gone out and picked up spots, and you can’t say more about the guys.” 
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CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP CHALLENGE NOTES (cont.): 
 

BUDDY RICE: (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “Well, for me, all I have to do is get that car on the marks 
and get it out. We work on it quite a lot just to get these guys’ rhythm down. Basically 
when all the work comes down, they are changing the tires and making sure they have 
everything right where they need to be. They’re the ones who are able to change the 
tires as fast as they do. So I think for me, it’s pretty easy to get in and get out. I just have 
to hit my marks; that’s the main key to get the wheel in motion. But basically these guys 
put in all the hard work. They put in all the time and practicing at the shop, and they’re 
the ones that make it happen. They’re the ones who won the competition today, not 
through me. I really didn’t have much to do with it. As long as I hit the marks, every time 
it was up to them. They’ve been doing the job, and they’ve been doing it all year long. To 
be able for them to showcase their talents like they did today was perfect.” (Where did 
you learn to start like that? The NHRA?) “I got some tips from my dad. I didn’t want to 
have the thought of someone getting into the box faster than us. If we could get in there 
right away, the boys wouldn’t be distracted by anything else going on, and that would 
show we were the quickest ones in and the quickest ones out.” 

MAX JONES (General Manager, Red Bull Cheever Racing): “We are just 
really excited. The guys have worked all year in practice, and they worked really hard. 
Today they got the chance to showcase their talent. Things may happen on Sunday (in 
the race) that they may not have control over. This gives them the opportunity to really 
showcase and individually get to really have a good time. It is a good way to go into the 
race on Sunday. Our philosophy has been to do the best job we can every time we do a 
pit stop. We talked about that early on in the year, over the holidays. These guys have 
worked really, really hard, and today it gave them an opportunity. When it comes time on 
Sunday, there might be things that are out of these guys’ back here control that might 
happen in the race. It’s 500 miles, and lot of things will happen. But the things that they 
have control over they will be able to do correctly, and they proved that today. So I think 
from a team standpoint our philosophy on the things we have control over we’re going to 
do the best job we can every time, and they did it four times out there every time. 
They’ve done it all year in the pit stops. We just haven’t been able to capitalize on that, 
but I’m hoping that come Sunday we will be able to.” 

 ***
87th INDIANAPOLIS 500 RACE DAY SCHEDULE: 
5 a.m. Military bomb signals opening of Indianapolis Motor Speedway public gates 
8 a.m.  Spectacle of bands 
9:40 a.m. Car placed in position on starting grid as Purdue University band plays “On the Banks of the Wabash” 
10:31 a.m. “God Bless America” 
10:40 a.m. National Anthem, Daniel Rodriguez 
10:44 a.m. Invocation 
10:47 a.m. “Taps” and Flyover 
10:49 a.m. “Back Home Again in Indiana” and traditional balloon spectacle 
10:51 a.m. “Lady and Gentlemen, start your engines,” Mari Hulman George 
10:53 a.m. 

 
Chevy SSR, with Herb Fishel driving, leads the field on parade and pace laps 

11 a.m. Start, 87th Indianapolis 500 (200 laps/500 miles) ABC-TV and IMS Radio Network (live) 
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Remaining Indianapolis 500 TV schedule:  
(500 Festival Parade, May 
24) 

ESPN (live), 2-4 p.m. (EDT) 
 

(ESPN Classic, May 24) 1990 Indianapolis 500, 9-11 a.m. (EDT) 
1982 Indianapolis 500, 11-1 p.m. (EDT) 
1985 Indianapolis 500, 1-3 p.m. (EDT) 
1986 Indianapolis 500, 3-5 p.m. (EDT) 
1992 Indianapolis 500, 5-7 p.m. (EDT) 
Classic Big Ticket, 1981 Indianapolis 500, 7-9:30 p.m., 
11:30 p.m.-2 a.m. (EDT) 

(Pre-Race, May 25) ABC (live), 11 a.m. (EDT), May 25 
 

(Race, May 25) ABC (live), noon (EDT), May 25 
Host: Bob Jenkins 
Announcers: Paul Page, Scott Goodyear 
Pit reporters: Jack Arute, Gary Gerould, Dr. Jerry Punch, 
Vince Welch  
 

(Indy 500 Celebration 
Banquet, May 27) 

ESPN2 (tape), 8:30-10:30 p.m. (EDT) 

*** 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES: 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We went out and did exactly what we wanted to do. We 
ran 12 laps and got our tires scrubbed in. We worked really hard earlier this month to 
make sure both the race car and the backup car were exactly the same. The Red Bull 
car got right up to speed today, and worked well in traffic. We are pretty pleased with 
everything.” 
 

AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “At the beginning 
of the session, the crew in the pit box in front of me had their tires out, but the car was 
gone. When you are this close to the tires sitting flat on the ground, you can’t see them 
front the cockpit. I didn’t think anything was there and pulled away and hit their rear tire, 
flipping it up in the air. Thank goodness it didn’t damage the Corteco car. We’re ready to 
go racing. We came out here this morning, and the car ran really well. The Toyota 
engine has been running very strong, and I’m just very, very happy with the car all the 
way around. I’ve been here with some really good teams, and this team stacks up with 
the best.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We really didn’t do 
much work on the car today because we know if we’ve got the car close today, that 
conditions will most likely change for Sunday, and we’ll fine-tune things on Sunday 
morning. We’re really pleased. The Delphi crew has done a great job all week, and we 
seem to have speed. We’re good in traffic, and now we need to execute on Sunday. I 
think this year is the best chance that I have ever had to win the ‘500,’ and the best 
chance the Kelley Racing has had to win.” 
 



 
 

227

DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
 HELIO CASTRONEVES (No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We ran just enough laps (22) today to make sure 
everything is OK for Sunday. I’m very happy with the Marlboro Team Penske car. It’s 
handling well, and I think we are in good shape for the race. Now, we’ll just have to stay 
focused and see how things play out on May 25th.” 
 
 SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
(Your team has had some of the best-handling cars on flat tracks): “I think if we can get 
the car handling how we like it to, it won’t be a problem. It’s a lot different. A lot of people 
might think they have a good-handling car right now, but when you have to stay out 
there for 30 or more laps, running at a consistent pace and trying to be fast for that long, 
then it’s different than pitting every time the car’s not working properly.” (Were you able 
to do much in traffic today?): “The car did really well, being up behind somebody. We 
didn’t get behind anybody who was in the top five in terms of speed, though, so it’s hard 
to tell. I don’t want to say we have a good car right now, and it’s different Sunday.” 
 

TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “The Cure Autism Now/HomeMed guys have been doing a 
great job. They got the car back together this week, so it’s basically a brand-new car 
again. Everything feels good, we did a couple of runs today to put a little lean on it to see 
how she would run, and everything is great. Every day is a potential simulation for Race 
Day and for gathering information, so hopefully we’re prepared for whatever the Race 
Day conditions hold. I feel like we’re well prepared, and I’m ready for Sunday.” 
 

BUDDY LAZIER (No. 91 Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “The day was more about just making sure the car wasn’t 
leaking. We got a couple laps where we were flat out, so we know about where we were 
on our own, gearing-wise. I had a real hard time getting some dirty air drafting, but every 
time I would get in the draft, the other car would go in the pits. We weren't able to put 
down a big drafting lap, which hurts us a little bit in making the gearing calculations. 
Other than that, it went according to plan. We had a lot of electronics that we wanted to 
try, so we were out on pit lane for about an hour and a half. We only ran about 30-40 
miles, so we kept the miles way down, but we were out there for a long time, trying little 
bits. All in all, I think we are as ready as we can be. At this point, the car is a good race 
car.” 
 

ROBBY McGEHEE (No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): (About not running today): “Frankly, we haven’t gotten 
everything together in terms of crew. I’ve got an engine that is sitting on the dyno right 
now. The engine that is in my car is timed out. We have our race motor on the dyno, 
which will be installed later today or tomorrow morning. We don’t have the full crew 
together, but the team’s working really hard to get it together, and we’ll be really strong 
and ready to go on Sunday. I think especially because I have so few laps, I'd like to run 
today.” 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JIMMY KITE (No. 18 PDM Racing Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It went 
great. We didn’t want to put many laps on it. We had one little glitch on the computer 
early on. That’s why we took it back. We wanted to check that out. We came back out, 
went out, ran a lap flat. Actually, we’re out a gear already. We’re glad we figured that out. 
We know we’ve got to go to a higher drafting gear. We learned what we wanted to learn 
today. I know the balance is great.” (About this month): “All month long there has been 
doubt. When I finally got in the race on Sunday and I saw my name on the car, that’s 
when I said, ‘All right. I finally got some job security.’ This is my sixth month of May. It’s 
hard to believe at my age that I’ve run that many months of Mays here. I’m tickled to 
death, and I thank God so much that PDM gave me this second chance. We all felt like 
we had unfinished business from last year.” (About expectations for the race): “We’d be 
very tickled with a top 15 (finish). If we’re able to pull out a top 10 or a top five, we’d be 
ecstatic. Realistically, though, we’re shooting for a top 15.” 

 
MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We 

were trying to get some things dialed in. We had a lot of problems, but we'll be all right. 
The track was very slippery, which is normal. You have to be very careful because 
Carburetion Day is a psychological day. You don't want to get all wrapped up in it.” 

 
SHINJI NAKANO (No. 54 Beard Papa’s Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was all 

right. We didn't have any problems. Obviously, I wanted to do more laps, but that's the 
way it is. That's what we have.” 

 
TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/ 

Firestone): "Overall, I think everything is all right for Sunday. We had a little bit of a 
problem with the throttle at the beginning of practice, but we managed to fix it. Then the 
problem was that I had a hard time finding traffic, so I spent most of the practice running 
all by myself. The car seems to be good when I'm running alone, but it will be very 
important on Sunday to have a good car in traffic because there is a lot of turbulence on 
Race Day here with 33 cars. I will definitely have to get some input from (teammates) 
Felipe (Giaffone) and Alex (Barron) to see what we can do to make sure our car is good 
in traffic. They said they really liked their cars in traffic today. It will be my first Indy 500, 
but I have been studying videotapes of past races all week. I have never even seen this 
race on TV before. It will be rather unusual to start the race with three cars in each row, 
so we will see how that works out. I think it will be no problem. I'm looking forward to 
Sunday very much." 

 
TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It was 

just a shakedown. We weren't worried about lap times. We weren't worried about 
anything. I just wanted to feel my car, feel my tires, and everything was good. We've had 
the whole month to figure things out, so if you don't have it figured out by now, you're in 
big trouble. We're in good shape.” 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
  
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TONY COTMAN (Team Manager, Team 7-Eleven): “It was messy. We had a 
few issues to solve, but at the end of it, I think we probably achieved what we needed to. 
It was not the way you would want Carburetion Day to go. We ran a few more laps than I 
wanted to, but we had to run the laps to fix the issues that we had. I think we finished 
OK. We'll just have to see how much luck we'll have in the race.” 

 
KIM GREEN (Co-Owner, Andretti Green Racing): “Carburetion Day is always 

eventful. This wasn't as smooth of a session as we would have liked. But, overall, I think 
all the drivers are pretty happy. You really don't know where you're at until Race Day, but 
I think we're in pretty good shape.” 
 

ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “It's been a really short month for me, but I'm definitely 
excited about Sunday, and I think we're ready to go the distance. Overall, I'm very happy 
with my race car. It's amazing the job everyone on the Meijer crew has done to get us 
ready for the race. They only came together for the ‘500,’ but the chemistry seems to be 
there for a winning effort. It's really an honor to drive the car everybody is used to seeing 
Arie Luyendyk drive. He's a true legend of the Speedway. We'll compare notes with my 
teammates and make our final setup and strategy decisions about an hour or so before 
the race on Sunday. We brought in Tom Gloy to call the race for me and to orchestrate 
our strategy. We worked together last year, and we definitely had a shot at winning the 
race by the time all was said and done. I hope we can work even more magic this year. I 
love this race, and I think it's going to be really exciting this year.” 

 
TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m happy with our day. We tried some different things out 
there and learned quite a bit in a short amount of time. The car has been good in race 
trim this month, and I’m very antsy to get this race started. I think that we are in pretty 
good shape for the race. There’s a lot of good competition out there, but I think that we 
have as good a chance as anyone.” 
 
 RICHIE HEARN (No. 99 Contour Hardening/Curb Agajanian/SSM Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “It went OK. The car is good, it's just not as good as I'd like it. 
This is the last time I'm going to get to work on it. Today is pretty much everything, it's 
running in traffic, running old tires, adjusting the car while you're out there, working on 
fuel mileage, doing pit stops, trying to get in and out of the pits fast. I've got to cram a lot 
of things into two hours. We're just trying to do the best we can for the race.” 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I'm very happy with my race car. The conditions were very 
good today, and the car felt just great. We ran in traffic a little bit and spent some time 
running alone. My goal is to win the race, for sure. We're going to have a good shot at it, 
but a lot has to happen. You have to stay out of trouble. You can't have any problems 
with the car. You have to have good pit stops every time, and you have to be in the right 
place at the right time to be able to win it. You also have to have a little bit of luck, I think. 
That's something we could have used at the end of the race last year. But it's a new 
year, and everybody is back on even terms, at this point.” 

 
SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “The car was pretty good today. We just wanted to go out and 
get everything on the car checked out for the race. It’s a consistent car, and I think that’s 
what we’ll need for the race. We only did about 10 or 12 flying laps out there. It’s been a 
great month for us, but now I’m ready to get the race on. Team Target has been 
awesome this month, and I think that I need to reward them with a victory on Sunday.” 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“Our main focus today was just making sure the car shifted gears, the aero balance was 
right and the gearing was right. I'm very pleased with all of the hard work and 
preparation the Archipelago/Motorola crew put in this month. The car feels very good, 
and I'm very confident. We tried some different downforce levels on the car, and that 
adds to the confidence. I'm very excited and just looking forward for the race to start. 
We've got our fingers crossed that the weather will cooperate and it will be a nice 
smooth, not an easy day because it's not easy to win the Indy 500, but it is a lot easier 
with a car that is prepared like ours.” 

 
DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 

“We didn't actually turn a lap today, we just scrubbed in some tires and made sure they 
were balanced correctly. Unfortunately, we had a technical hitch that prevented us from 
running any more, so I scrubbed in three sets of tires, and that was it for the day. The 
Klein Tools/Jim Beam crew have given me a good car all month, and I'm sure it won't be 
any different in the race. So I'm looking forward to it.” 

 
BILLY BOAT (No. 98 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We have a good, solid race car, but we're just going to 
have to see what pace the Toyotas and Hondas set. We know what we can run, and we 
think we know what they can run, so we just have to see how it plays out on Race Day 
and hope that we have a little bit of luck.” 
 

SARAH FISHER (No. 23 Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “We had a limited number of laps to run today, so we 
used our time to try a few different things on my car that Robbie (Buhl) had tried on his 
car, which we didn't like. We've got a good setup on the car, and we've run in this 
weather before, so we are as well prepared as we can be for Sunday.” 
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “It’s been a fantastic day for us and Team Rahal today. It’s 
race preparation, so we’ve done a lot of stuff in the few laps that we’ve been able to run, 
and the car seems to run fine, so let’s hope it stays the same until Sunday.” (What do 
you expect from this race?): “I think it’s going to be a very tough race. There’s a lot of 
cars that are very closely matched. I think it’ll be a little bit like follow the leader, I 
suspect, for a while. I think in the middle of the race on pit strategies and I’m sure a few 
overtakings if the balance doesn’t stay the same and all of that. From what I’ve seen so 
far, there are a lot of cars that are very similar in speed, and it’s going to be a tough race 
to win.” (Compare the stability of IRL IndyCar Series cars): “I think, obviously, each 
generation of cars get better and better. The manufacturers have roughly the same 
technical package to work with, so they refine and refine and refine. Does that mean that 
it’s easy to drive? No, it doesn’t. It means that it goes faster. We’ll be able to go faster 
with it instead of slowing down. I don’t think this year’s car is any easier to drive than last 
year’s car. It’s just that it goes faster. CART cars - on the big tracks that we ran in CART, 
the cars were pretty much planted, like. Michigan and Fontana was pretty easy flat. It’s 
not at all like that here. Downforce-wise is your limitation here. You can actually take 
more downforce off the car than the car can take. They get pretty tricky to drive when 
you start qualifying and stuff. For the race, though, you need more downforce, obviously, 
to deal with traffic, but it’s the same as any race car. You want to have as little downforce 
as possible, and as little as the driver can deal with, basically the faster it will be. But you 
have to be able to hang on to it for 200 laps – that’s the thing.” (What’s your first memory 
of the Indy 500?): “I remember Formula One guys in the early 70s, Jackie Stewart and 
these guys when they came over here. They raced obviously Formula One in Europe 
and all that, but they always went over to the United States to do Indy 500. I remember 
that far back. (Laughing) That was the first memory that I have of the Indy 500. The first 
one that I really remember watching closely was when Mansell was over here in ’93. I 
remember watching that race when he was leading. Then on the last restart and he hit 
the wall, sparks flying and that. It was spectacular.” 

 
GIL DE FERRAN (No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Last weekend, I felt like we needed an extra day. I was 
looking forward to running last Saturday, but unfortunately it rained. We had a very good 
day on Sunday. Believe it or not, even though we’ve been here for however many days, 
the time on Sunday really helped me out. We did a couple of changes on the car, and I 
was very happy by the time I left here on Sunday afternoon. Basically, today was a 
matter of confirming those feelings, trying the car out with different conditions. Today is a 
little cooler, and the wind direction is slightly different. I was very with the car then, as 
well, so I only did a couple of laps, so that was it. I was done. There’s a lot of people out 
there who are extremely competitive, drivers and teams of great quality. Even guys who 
are starting further back that I am, I think have a genuine shot at winning this race. It’s 
going to be a really competitive race. I don’t think there’s going to be a lot of non-
finishers, because the reliability has proved unbelievable this month, so, I mean, 
maintaining good track position is going to be crucial and being very patient and having 
good pit stops so that you are in a position to contend for the race after the last pit stop, 
which is the really what it’s all about.” (Can you compare the current car to last year’s car 
and to the CART cars you used to drive?): “It’s very hard for me to compare the CART 
car because it’s quite a while  
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DAY 14 – THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 – MILLER LITE CARB DAY (cont.): 
 
MILLER LITE CARB DAY POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.): 
 
GIL DE FERRAN (cont.): ago. I don’t think my feeling goes that far back. I think in 
relation to the cars we had last year, these cars are better. They are faster. They are 
aerodynamically more efficient and the reason we are going faster because they are 
easier and more stable to drive. Particularly here at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
Firestone brought a much better tire than what they had last year, and that really is 
contributing to the speeds. My car is a lot better to drive than last year. I really struggled 
with the handling of my car last year than I have with my car this year at Indianapolis, 
and I have four wheels, which usually helps.” (On the class of rookies here at Indy): “I 
think the rookie field is very strong. Some guys are considered rookies, but Nigel Mansell 
was a rookie once upon a time when he as far from a rookie. I think the field is very 
strong. Obviously (Scott) Dixon is a very strong driver and is considered a rookie. Last 
weekend in qualifying, my fellow countryman (Vitor) Meira did a really good job, and he’s 
considered a rookie. There’s a lot of guys that are very, very strong.”  
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): 
(About why he was standing between the pit lane and main straight during Carb Day 
practice): “It’s always amazing to go out there and see how fast the cars go. I have a 
very special guest here today, the owner of TrimSpa, which is our new primary sponsor, 
and it’s such an awesome experience. I remember one time after driving here for a 
while, I’d never been out to pit wall. I went to talk to someone who had a radar gun and I 
stood there and the wall is very, very short. This is the closest you can get to a moving 
race car anywhere in the world, and I’m not so sure I like that. I went out there, and a car 
went by, and it literally scared me to death. I ducked down. It was a awesome 
experience, and I wanted him to see that today.” (What goes through you mine for the 
next 69 hours before the race starts?): “I’m thinking about what’s for dinner tonight. I 
think we’ve all raced for some time, and it’s the world’s biggest race, and speaking for 
myself, I think I do better when I don’t really think about that. The team is prepared, and 
the car is prepared. We’ve done all we can do.” (What are your first memories of this 
race?): “I remember when I was in third grade, and the pole sitter from the race was on 
the Johnny Carson show, and was on the front page of the Monday (Dallas) Morning 
News. It’s not a great jump back in time to realize this is one of the biggest events in the 
world. It’s the 87th running of the Indianapolis 500. I always dreamed about being Racer 
X and come on to the back of the grid of the Indy 500. Win the race and disappear. But 
now I want the milk and the money. It’s truly a great place, and the images you have 
from the past make it very special.” 
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BRACK FASTEST IN FINAL ‘500’ TUNE-UP ON MILLER LITE CARB DAY 
 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Thursday, May 22, 2003 – 1999 Indianapolis 500 winner 
Kenny Brack was the fastest driver during Miller Lite Carb Day practice May 22 at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the last practice before the 87th Indianapolis 500. 

1998 IRL IndyCar™ Series champion Brack turned a top lap of 39.3516 
seconds, 228.707 mph in the No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone. 

“It’s been a fantastic day for us and Team Rahal today,” Brack said. “It’s race 
preparation, so we’ve done a lot of stuff in the few laps that we’ve been able to run, and 
the car seems to run fine. So let’s hope it stays the same until Sunday.” 

The 87th Indianapolis 500 starts at noon (EDT) Sunday and will be televised live 
on ABC. Brack will start sixth in the 33-car field. 

“I think it’s going to be a very tough race,” Brack said. “There’s a lot of cars that 
are very closely matched. From what I’ve seen so far, there are a lot of cars that are very 
similar in speed, and it’s going to be a tough race to win.” 

Juan Pablo Montoya was the last driver to lead Carb Day practice and win the 
race in the same year, in 2000. 

Robby Gordon was second in practice today at 39.4997, 227.850 in the No. 27 
Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone. Gordon will attempt to complete the Indy 
500-NASCAR Coca-Cola 600 “daily double” Sunday, racing in the early afternoon in 
Indianapolis and in the evening at Charlotte, N.C. 

Gil de Ferran was third at 39.5062, 227.812 in the No. 6 Marlboro Team 
Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. 1999 IndyCar Series champion Greg Ray was fourth 
at 39.5100, 227.790 in the No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone. 

Scott Dixon rounded out the top five at 39.5233, 227.714 in the No. 9 Target 
Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. Dixon is the top rookie qualifier, 
starting fourth. 

De Ferran’s teammate, MBNA Pole winner Helio Castroneves, was sixth at 
39.6488, 226.993 in the No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. 
Castroneves will attempt to win an unprecedented third straight Indianapolis 500 on 
Sunday. 

“We ran just enough laps today to make sure everything is OK for Sunday,” 
Castroneves said. “I’m very happy with the Marlboro Team Penske car. It’s handling 
well, and I think we are in good shape for the race.” 
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2003 ACCIDENT REPORT 
 

1. CAR: #5  DATE: Tuesday, May 6  TIME: 2:51 p.m. 
 DRIVER: Shigeaki Hattori 
 CAR NAME: EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
 CAR CONDITION: Heavy damage to the rear wing area. 

DESCRIPTION: The car did a quarter spin to the right in Turn 1 and made 
contact with the outside retaining wall at the exit of Turn 1 with the rear of the 
car. There was no contact with the SAFER Barrier. The car then slid across the 
track and made contact with the inside guardrail. The car came to rest in the 
grass between the warm-up lane and the inside guardrail at the beginning of 
Turn 2. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Driver exited car without assistance. Evaluated at the 
Clarian Emergency Medical Center and was transported to Methodist Hospital 
complaining of facial and neck pain. Hattori was admitted to Methodist Hospital 
after suffering a concussion and a fractured finger. He was awake and alert and 
undergoing tests. Hattori was released from Methodist Hospital on Thursday, 
May 8. Hattori was cleared to drive on Wednesday, May 14. 

 
2. CAR: #14T DATE: Thursday, May 8  TIME: 4:47 p.m. 
 DRIVER: A.J. Foyt IV 
 CAR NAME: Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing 

CAR CONDITION: Heavy damage to the rear of car and the left front and rear 
suspension.  
DESCRIPTION: The car did a quarter spin to the right in Turn 1 and made 
contact with the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 with the rear of 
the car. There was no contact with the SAFER Barrier. The car then spun 
around to the left and made contact with the outside retaining wall between 
Turns 1 and 2 with the left side of the car. The car came to a stop on the track 
in the middle of the track in Turn 2. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Driver exited car without assistance. Evaluated at the 
Clarian Emergency Medical Center, released and cleared to drive. 

 
3. CAR: #20 DATE: Friday, May 9  TIME: 12:37 p.m. 

DRIVER: Arie Luyendyk 
CAR NAME: Meijer Mo Nunn Racing 
CAR CONDITION: Heavy rear, left side and front side damage. 
DESCRIPTION: The car spun to the right 90 degrees exiting Turn 1 and made 
contact with the outside retaining wall with the rear of the car. There was no 
contact made with the SAFER Barrier during the initial contact. The car then 
slid to the left, and the left side of the car made contact with the outside 
retaining wall. The car came off the wall, spun to the left and made secondary 
contact with the Turn 2 wall with the right side of the car. The secondary impact 
was made just at the beginning of the SAFER Barrier in Turn 2. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Luyendyk climbed from the car with assistance from 
the IMS and IRL safety crews. Evaluated at the Clarian Emergency Medical 
Center and transported to Methodist Hospital for evaluation and further 
examination after complaining of back pain. Luyendyk was released from 
Methodist Hospital and to be re-evaluated by Dr. Bock on Saturday. Luyendyk 
was evaluated by Dr. Bock on Saturday morning at the Clarian Emergency 
Medical Center and was released and cleared to drive. 
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2003 ACCIDENT REPORT (cont.): 
 
4. CAR: #98 DATE: Saturday, May 10  TIME: 10:02 a.m. 
 DRIVER: Billy Boat 
 CAR NAME: Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
 CAR CONDITION: Heavy damage to rear and left rear of the car. 

DESCRIPTION: The car did a 180-degree spin to the right exiting Turn 4. The 
car then spun forward, then spun 180 degrees to the left and made contact with 
the safety attenuator at the end of the north pit wall with the left rear of the car. 
The car lifted slightly in the air and did two 360-degree spins across the track 
before coming to rest against the outside retaining wall on the main 
straightaway facing backward. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Boat exited the car with the assistance of the IMS and 
IRL safety crews. Boat was evaluated at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center 
and transported to Methodist Hospital for further evaluation. 

 
5. CAR: #10 DATE: Sunday, May 11  TIME: 10:07 a.m. 

rget Chip Ganassi Racing 

 Barrier on the outside retaining 
wall with the right side at the exit of Turn 2. The car continued to the pits. The 
crew pushed the car back to Gasoline Alley. 

 DRIVER: Tomas Scheckter 
 CAR NAME: Ta
 CAR CONDITION: No noticeable damage to car. 

DESCRIPTION: The car brushed the SAFER

DRIVER’S CONDITION: Scheckter not required to visit the Clarian Emergency 
Medical Center. 

 
6. CAR: #8T DATE: Sunday, May 11  TIME: 1:06 p.m. 
 DRIVER: Scott Sharp 
 CAR NAME: Delphi 
 CAR CONDITION: Heavy right side damage. 

DESCRIPTION: The car did a quarter-spin to the left in Turn 2, followed by a 
quarter-spin to the right. The right side of the car then made contact with the 
SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall in Turn 2. The car slid along the 
wall and came to rest against the outside retaining wall along the backstretch. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Sharp climbed from the car without assistance. Sharp 
was evaluated at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, was released and 
cleared to drive. 

 
7. CAR: #54 DATE: Wednesday, May 14 TIME: 1:17 p.m. 
 DRIVER: Shinji Nakano 
 CAR NAME: Beard Papa’s 
 CAR CONDITION: Heavy right side and rear damage. 

DESCRIPTION: The car did a quarter-spin to the right exiting Turn 1 and made 
contact with the outside retaining wall between Turns 1 and 2 with the right rear 
of the car. There was no SAFER Barrier contact. The car then did a half-spin to 
the left and then a quarter-spin to the right to straighten the car. The right side 
of the car then made contact with the outside retaining wall. The car stopped on 
the high side of the racetrack at the entrance to Turn 2. This was the car 
qualified on May 11. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Nakano climbed from the car without assistance. 
Nakano was evaluated at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, was released 
and cleared to drive. 
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2003 ACCIDENT REPORT (cont.): 
 
8. CAR: #14T DATE: Friday, May 16  TIME: 3:17 p.m. 
 DRIVER: A.J. Foyt IV 
 CAR NAME: Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing 
 CAR CONDITION: Heavy right rear damage. 

DESCRIPTION: The car did a quarter-spin to the left turn in Turn 1 and made 
contact with the SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall with the right rear 
of the car. The left wheel of the car touched the infield grass while the car did its 
initial spin. After contact with the SAFER Barrier, the car then did a half-spin to 
the left and then a half-spin to he right while sliding down the short chute 
between Turns 1 and 2 before straightening and stopping. This was the car 
qualified on May 11. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Foyt climbed from the car with assistance of the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy Racing Leage safety teams. Foyt was 
evaluated at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, was released and cleared 
to drive. 

 
9. CAR: #31T DATE: Friday, May 16  TIME: 4:14 p.m. 
 DRIVER: Al Unser Jr. 
 CAR NAME: Corteco 
 CAR CONDITION: Slight right side damage. 

DESCRIPTION: The car brushed the outside retaining wall exiting Turn 2 and 
then continued on to the pits. 
DRIVER’S CONDITION: Driver not required to visit the Clarian Emergency 
Medical Center. 
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OFFICIAL STARTING LINEUP 

87th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race 
Sunday, May 25, 2003 

 
SP CAR YR DRIVER   

 

CAR NAME C/E/T TIME SPEED
                           Row 1    

1 3 2W Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 
 

2:35.3564 231.725 
2 11 1 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 2:35.8400 231.006 
3 27 8 Robby Gordon Archipelago/Motorola 

 

D/H/F 2:36.3822 230.205 
Row 2 

4 9 R Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 2:36.4547 230.099 
5 26 R Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 2:36.5503 229.958 
6 15 4W Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 2:36.8565 229.509 

Row 3 
7 12 R Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 2:36.9598 229.358 
8 32 R Tony Renna Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 2:37.3664 228.765 
9 8 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F 2:37.3734 228.755 

Row 4 
10 6 3 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 2:37.4573 228.633 
11 55 R Roger Yasukawa Panasonic ARTA D/H/F 2:37.4964 228.577 
12 10 1 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 2:38.0552 227.769 

Row 5 
13 7 13 Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 2:38.0754 227.739 
14 13 6 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 2:38.3896 227.288 
15 54 R Shinji Nakano Beard Papa’s D/H/F 2:38.4352 227.222 

Row 6 
16 21 2 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 2:38.4439 227.210 
17 31 15W Al Unser Jr. Corteco D/T/F 2:39.0917 226.285 
18 4 3 Sam Hornish Jr. Pennzoil Panther D/C/F 2:39.1335 226.225 

Row 7 
19 52 R Buddy Rice Red Bull Cheever Racing D/C/F 2:39.1422 226.213 
20 2 2 Jaques Lazier Menards/Johns Manville   

 
D/C/F 2:39.3098 225.975

21 91 10W Buddy Lazier Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness D/C/F 2:40.0640 224.910 
Row 8 

22 24 7 Robbie Buhl Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold D/C/F 2:40.4499 224.369 
23 14 R A.J. Foyt IV Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 2:40.5872 224.177 
24 23 3 Sarah Fisher AOL/GMAC/Raybestos/DRR D/C/F 2:40.5927 224.170 

Row 9 
25 20 1 Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 2:38.3992 227.274 

 26 22 R Vitor Meira Metabolife/Johns Manville/Menards D/C/F 2:38.4800 227.158 
27 19 7 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 2:38.6793 226.873 

Row 10 
28 99 3 Richie Hearn Contour Hardening/Curb Agajanian/SSM G/T/F 

 
2:39.3884 225.863 

29 98 6 Billy Boat Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 2:39.5759 225.598 
30 5 1 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 2:40.2930 224.589 

Row 11 
31 44 3 Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 2:40.3613 224.493 
32 18 3 Jimmy Kite Denny Hecker’s Auto Connection D/C/F 2:40.5745 224.195 
33 41 3 Airton Dare Conseco A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 2:40.9950 223.609 

 
2003 33-Car Field Average:  227.125 mph     2002 33-Car Average:  228.648 mph     Difference:   -1.523 mph 

        
Legend: R-Rookie (9); W-Former Winner (4) 

Chassis Legend: D-Dallara (24); G-Panoz G Force (9) 
Engine Legend: C-Chevrolet (10); H-Honda (9); T-Toyota (14) 

Tire Legend: F-Firestone (33)  
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NUMERICAL STARTING LINEUP 

 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race
Sunday, May 25, 2003 

 
Car SP YR Driver P.R. REPRESENTATIVE 

 
C/E/T Time Speed

2 20 2 Jaques Lazier Heather Handley D/C/F 2:39.3098 225.975
3 1 2W Helio Castroneves Susan Bradshaw Crowther D/T/F 2:35.3564 231.725
4 18 3 Sam Hornish Jr. Mike Griffin D/C/F 2:39.1335 226.225
5 30 1 Shigeaki Hattori Anne Fornoro  

   
   

 

  

 
 

 

22
  Tom McGovern 

 
   

  

 

21

  

D/T/F 2:40.2930 224.589
6 10 3 Gil de Ferran Susan Bradshaw Crowther G/T/F 2:37.4573 228.633
7 13 13 Michael Andretti Al Larsen D/H/F 2:38.0754 227.739
8 9 8 Scott Sharp Jana Watt D/T/F 228.7552:37.3734
9 4 R Scott Dixon Brian Zepp G/T/F 230.0992:36.4547

10 12 1 Tomas Scheckter Brian Zepp G/T/F 2:38.0552 227.769
11 2 1 Tony Kanaan Al Larsen D/H/F 2:35.8400 231.006
12 7 R Tora Takagi Laz Denes G/T/F 229.3582:36.9598
13 14 6 Greg Ray Kathy Prather G/H/F 2:38.3896 227.288
14 
15 

23 R A.J. Foyt IV Anne Fornoro D/T/F 2:40.5872
2:36.8565

224.177
6 4W Kenny Brack Tom Blattler D/H/F 229.509

18 32 3 Jimmy Kite Tom Moore D/C/F 2:40.5745 224.195
19 27 7 Jimmy Vasser Tom Blattler D/H/F 2:38.6793 226.873
20 25 1 Alex Barron Laz Denes G/T/F

G/T/F
 227.2742:38.3992

21 16 2 Felipe Giaffone 
 

Laz Denes  227.2102:38.4439
22 26 R Vitor Meira Heather Handley D/C/F 2:38.4800 227.158
23 24 3 Sarah Fisher Lou Ann Baker D/C/F 2:40.5927 224.170
24 7 Robbie Buhl Lou Ann Baker D/C/F 2:40.4499 224.369
26 5 R Dan Wheldon D/H/F 2:36.5503 229.958
27 3 8 Robby Gordon 

 
Tom McGovern D/H/F 2:36.3822 230.205

31 17 15W Al Unser Jr. Jana Watt D/T/F 226.2852:30.0917
32 8 R Tony Renna Jana Watt D/T/F 228.7652:37.3664
41 33 3 Airton Dare Anne Fornoro G/T/F 2:40.9950 223.609
44 31 3 Robby McGehee Mike Griffin D/C/F 2:40.3613 224.493
52 19 R Buddy Rice Heather Handley D/C/F 2:39.1422 226.213
54 15 R Shinji Nakano Paul Gatsos D/H/F 2:38.4352 227.222
55 11 R Roger Yasukawa Tamy Valkosky D/H/F 2:37.4964 228.577
91 10W Buddy Lazier Rhonda Hemelgarn D/C/F 2:40.0640 224.910
98 29 6 Billy Boat Bridget Cunningham D/C/F 2:39.5759 225.598
99 28 3 Richie Hearn Michele Davis G/T/F 2:39.3884 225.863

 
2003 33-Car Field Average: 227.125    2002 33-Car Field Average: 228.648 Difference: -1.523 

 
Legend: R-Rookie (9); W-Former Winner (4) 

Chassis Legend: D-Dallara (24); G-Panoz G Force (9) 
Engine Legend: C-Chevrolet (10); H-Honda (9); T-Toyota (14) 

Tire Legend: F-Firestone (33) 
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2003 INDIANAPOLIS 500  
Pit Lane Assignments 
Sunday, May 25, 2003 

 
PIT CAR YR DRIVER    

     

    

  
228.577 

   

    

   

CAR NAME C/E/T Time Speed
1 3 2W Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 2:35.3564 231.725 
2 6 3 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 2:37.4573 228.633 
3 11 1 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 2:35.8400 231.006 
4 7 13 Michael Andretti 

 
Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 2:38.0754 227.739 

5 27 8 Robby Gordon Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F 2:36.3822 230.205
6 26 R Dan Wheldon Klein Tools/Jim Beam D/H/F 2:36.5503 229.958 
7 9 R Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 2:36.4547 230.099 
8 10 1 Tomas Scheckter 

 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing 

 
G/T/F 2:38.0552 227.769 

9 8 8 Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F
 

2:37.3734
  

 228.755
 --------- Gasoline Alley --------- 

10 15 4W Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 2:36.8565 229.509 
11 32 R Tony Renna Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 2:37.3664 228.765 
12 12 R Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 2:36.9598 229.358 

12A 21 2 Felipe Giaffone Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 2:38.4439 227.210 
14 20 1 Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 2:38.3992 227.274 
15 54 R Shinji Nakano Beard Papa’s D/H/F 2:38.4352 227.222 
16 13 6 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 

 
2:38.3896 

  
227.288 
 --------- Start/Finish --------- 

--------- ABC Sports --------- 
55 

  
18 R Roger Yasukawa Panasonic ARTA D/H/F 2:37.4964 
19 19 7 Jimmy Vasser Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing D/H/F 2:38.6793 226.873 
20 2 2 Jaques Lazier Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 2:39.3098 

2:38.4800 
225.975 

21 22 R Vitor Meira Metabolife/Johns Manville/Menards D/C/F 227.158 
22 31 15W Al Unser Jr. Corteco D/T/F 2:39.0917 226.285 
23 98 6 Billy Boat Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 2:39.5759 225.598 
24 44 3 Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 2:40.3613 224.493 
25 4 3 Sam Hornish Jr. Pennzoil Panther D/C/F 

 
2:39.1335 

  
226.225 
  --------- Pit Opening --------- 

26 52 R Buddy Rice Red Bull Cheever Racing D/C/F 2:39.1422 226.213 
27 91 10W 

 
Buddy Lazier Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 

 
D/C/F 2:40.0640 224.910 

28 23 3 Sarah Fisher AOL/GMAC/Raybestos/DRR D/C/F 2:40.5927 224.170
224.369 29 24 7 Robbie Buhl Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 

Denny Hecker’s Auto Connection 
D/C/F 2:40.4499 

30 18 3 Jimmy Kite D/C/F 2:40.5745 224.195 
31 41 3 Airton Dare Conseco A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 2:40.9950 223.609 
32 5 1 Shigeaki Hattori EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 2:40.2930 224.589 
33 14 R 

3 
A.J. Foyt IV Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 2:40.5872 224.177 

34 99 Richie Hearn Contour Hardening/Curb Agajanian/SSM G/T/F 2:39.3884 225.863 
 

2003 33-Car Field Average: 227.125 2002 33-Car Field: 228.648   Difference:  -1.523 mph 
 

Legend: R-Rookie (9); W-Former Winner (4) 
Chassis Legend: D-Dallara (24); G-Panoz G Force (9) 

Engine Legend: C-Chevrolet (10); H-Honda (9); T-Toyota (14) 
Tire Legend: F-Firestone (33)
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2003 RACE DAY PIT CREWS 
 

CAR DRIVER TEAM MANAGER SPOTTER CHIEF MECHANIC 
 

RIGHT FRONT 

2 J. Lazier Larry Ellert          
Ontario, Calif 

Tim Reynolds 
Indianapolis 

David Milby 
Houston 

John Crow 
Long Beach, Calif. 

3 H. 
Castroneves 

Tom Wurtz 
Chicago 

Clive Howell 
Surrey, England 

Rick Rinaman 
Mars, Pa. 

Rick Rinaman 
Mars, Pa. 

4  
. 

S. Hornish
Jr. 

John Barnes 
Avon, Ind. 

Pancho Carter 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

Kevin Blanch            
Yorktown, Ind. 

Kevin Blanch 
Yorktown, Ind

5 S. Hattori Craig Baranouski 
Coldwater, Mich. 

Jim Cooper 
Indianapolis 

Richie Simon 
Salt Lake City 

Richie Simon 
Salt Lake City 

6  G. de
Ferran 

Tom Wurtz 
Chicago 

Tom Wurtz 
Chicago 

Matt Jonsson 
Jonkoping, Sweden 

Matt Jonsson 
Jonkoping, Sweden 

7 M. Andretti Tony Cotman 
New Zealand 

Mike Morrisey 
Westfield, Ind. 

John Cummiskey 
Sandwich, Ill. 

John Cummiskey 
Sandwich, Ill. 

8 S. Sharp Paul “Ziggy” Harcus 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Mike Ford 
Greenwood, Ind. 

Mark Shambarger 
Rochester, Ind. 

Mark Shambarger 
Rochester, Ind. 

9 S. Dixon Mike Hull 
Los Angeles 

Glen “Packy” Wheeler 
Indianapolis 

Ricky Davis 
Washington, D.C. 

Sean Hanrahan 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 

10 T. Scheckter Barry Wanser 
Otisville, N.Y. 

Scott Harner 
Indianapolis 

Dave Higuera 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 

Dave Higuera 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 

11 T. Kanaan Tony Cotman 
New Zealand 

Marv Trietsch 
Elwood, Ind. 

Jeff Simon 
Baltimore 

Jeff Simon 
Baltimore 

12 T. Takagi Peter Parrott 
London 

Mike Locotosh 
Painesville, Ohio 

Don Lambert 
Indianapolis 

Don Lambert 
Indianapolis 

13 G. Ray Ted Bitting 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Dave Warrum 
Indianapolis 

Jamie Nanny 
Indianapolis 

Jamie Nanny 
Indianapolis 

14 A.J. Foyt IV Craig Baranouski 
Coldwater, Mich. 

Jack Starne 
Riverside, Calif. 

Bill Spencer 
Brenham, Texas 

Bill Spencer 
Brenham, Texas 

15 K. Brack Steve Dickson 
Hilliard, Ohio 

Bill Van de Sandt 
Fairborn, Ohio 

Ricardo Nault 
Detroit 

Ricardo Nault 
Detroit 

18 J. Kite Paul Diatlovich 
Indianapolis 

Larry Arnold 
Zionsville 

Paul Murphy 
Horse Cave, Ky. 

Paul Murphy 
Horse Cave, Ky. 

19 J. Vasser Ray Leto 
Kennett Square, Pa. 

Cole Selva 
Albuquerque, NM 

Jim Prescott 
Columbus, Ohio 

Eric Haverson 
Indianapolis 
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2003 RACE DAY PIT CREWS 
 

LEFT FRONT RIGHT REAR LEFT REAR JACKMAN ENGINEER 
 

FUELER 

Jonas Burnett 
Carthage, Texas 

Steve Bynum 
Channelview, Texas 

Jeremy Milless 
Lithopolis, Ohio 

Fran Riley 
Dublin, Ireland 

Mauricio Nardon 
Modena, Italy 

Alan Rush 
Pukekohe, New Zealand 

John Piccinotti Pat Hozza 
Yardley, Pa. 

Eric Prentice 
Reinholds, Pa. 

Tim White 
Rural Valley, Pa. Reading, Pa. 

Grant Newbury 
Shawano, Wis. 

Troy Anderson 
Reading, Pa. 

Corey Odenbrett Doug Barnes 
Indianapolis 

Robert Maxey 
Phoenix 

Steve Namisnak 
New Jersey 

Andy Brown 
England 

Shane Davey 
New Zealand 

B.L. Buoy 
Houston 

Justin McLean 
Victorville, Calif. 

Cary Maples 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Scott Lawhon 
Temple, Texas 

A.J. Foyt 
Houston 

Rodney Klausmeyer 
Hempstead, Texas 

Jerry Bouschard 
Chicago 

Jon Bouslog 
Anaheim, Calif. 

Lee Ryan 
Sun Prairie, Wis. 

Harry Reynolds 
Pottstown, Pa. 

Tom German 
Akron, Ohio 

Chris Seaman 
Hamburg, Pa. 

Keith Burton 
Durango, Colo. 

Steve Price 
Van Nuys, Calif. 

Lenny Gauci 
Toronto 

Jim Moore 
Indianapolis 

Eddie Jones 
England 

Rick Campbell 
Ames, Iowa 

Chris Welch 
Indianapolis 

Scott Marks 
Dayton, Ohio 

Ron Catt 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

Trevor Montgomery 
Plainfield, Ind. 

Dave Dembicki 
Detroit 

Tom Fuery 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

Jeff Campbell 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Blair Julian 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Kent Holden 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Barry Wanser 
Otisville, N.Y. 

Julian Robertson 
England 

Kevin O’Donnell 
Cincinnati 

Wayne Westplate 
Maui, Hawaii 

Greg Strydesky 
San Diego 

Brad Larsen 
San Luis Obispo, Calif. 

Andy Natalie 
Clinton, Ind. 

Bill Pappas 
Indianapolis 

Tim Keene 
Marlette, Mich. 

Ron Weaver 
Atlanta 

Dave Popielarz 
Ind. 

Nick Ford 
Grand Coulee, Wash. 

Jeff Grahn 
Indianapolis 

Eric Cowdin 
Halsy, Neb. 

Brook Hall 
Dunkirk, Ind. 

Bret Schmitt 
Jasper, Ind. 

Doug Keller 
Avon, Ind. 

Gilbert Swafford 
Phoenix 

Kevin Kaye 
Los Angeles 

David Cripps 
Oxford, England 

Tom Snarski 
Clark, N.J. 

Grant Haughwout 
Indianapolis 

Pat Nelson 
Crown Point, Ind. 

Russ Glashan 
Las Vegas 

Brian Hornick 
Avon, Ind. 

Jeff Britton 
Shelbyville, Ind. 

Ted Bitting 
Des Moines, Iowa 

John Schaer 
Brenham, Texas 

Dan Brown 
Tinley Park, Ill. 

Daniel Hines 
Arlington, Texas 

Brett Barnhart 
Ind. 

A.J. Foyt 
Houston 

Kevin Murray 
Simi Valley, Calif. 

Will Cruz 
Desert Hot Springs, Calif.  Colo. 

Jeremy Johnson 
Arcadia, Calif. 

Chris Danison 
Columbus, Ohio 

Kevin Fox 
Thornton,

Don Halliday 
Waipawa, New Zealand 

Mike Fisher 
Columbus, Ohio 

Mike Smith 
Indianapolis 

Buddy Urbanski 
Chicago 

Tom Johansen 
Indianapolis 

Mark Todd 
Bloomington, Ind. 

Tim Wardrop 
Indianapolis 

Mark Todd 
Bloomington, Ind. 

Jim Prescott 
Chicago 

Greg Cates 
Columbus, Ohio 

Kevin Honrchan 
Costa Mesa 

Doug Hoerig 
Galloway, Ohio 

Tim Reiter 
Milwaukee 

Matt Motyka 
Huntington, N.Y. 
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2003 RACE DAY PIT CREWS 
 

CAR DRIVER TEAM MANAGER SPOTTER CHIEF MECHANIC 
 

RIGHT FRONT 

20 A. Barron Peter Parrott 
London, England 
Race = Tom Gloy 
Crystal Bay, Nev. 

Joe Hodge 
Adam Borgens 
Indianapolis 

Butch Winkle 
Winchester, Ind. 

Butch Winkle 
Winchester, Ind. 

21 F. Giaffone Peter Parrott 
London, England 

Aaron Nelson 
Thermopolis, Wyo. 

Tom Vasi 
Waldwick, N.J. 

Tom Vasi 
Waldwick, N.J. 

22 V. Meira Larry Ellert 
Ontario, Calif. 

Paul Menard 
Charlie Menard 
Eau Claire, Wis. 

David Milby 
Houston 

Vince Kremer 

23 S. Fisher John O’Gara 
Beech Grove, Ind. 

Tony Hirschman 
Northampton, Pa. 

Dan Miller 
Ida, Mich. 

Mark Weida 
Long Beach, Calif. 

24 R. Buhl John O’Gara 
Beech Grove, Ind. 

Jeff Dickerson 
Indianapolis 

Brian Franzosi 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

Brian Franzosi 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

26 D. Wheldon Kyle Moyer 
Monrovia, Ind. 

Ken Bova 
Indianapolis 

Keith Badger 
Speedway, Ind. 

Tim Broyles 

27 R. Gordon Kyle Moyer 
Monrovia, Ind. 

Dave R. 
Philadelphia 

George Klotz George Klotz 
Phoenix Phoenix 

31 A. Unser Jr. Paul “Ziggy” Harcus 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Paul Dana 
St. Louis 

John Worth 
Mooresville, Ind. 

John Worth 
Mooresville, Ind. 

32 T. Renna Jim Wilson 
Queens, N.Y. 

Tom Bumps 
Greenwood, Ind. 

Steve Ritenour 
Indianapolis 

Steve Ritenour 
Indianapolis 

41 A. Dare Craig Baranouski 
Coldwater, Mich. 

Jeff Tolvier, Brian 
Robson, Indpls. 

Dane Harte 
Auckland, New 
Zealand 

Dane Harte 
Auckland, New 
Zealand 

44 R. McGehee Buddy Lindblom 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Rob Lemon 
Pittsboro, Ind. 

Simon Morley 
Gosport, England 

Jeff Sinden 
Indianapolis 

52 B. Rice Max Jones 
Long Beach, Calif. 

Robbie Fast 
Dallas, Oregon 

David Meehan 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Todd Tapply 
Denver 

54 Tom Bose S. Nakano Greg Robb 
Zionsville, Ind. 

Greg Robb 
Zionsville, Ind. Indianapolis 

Owen Snyder 
Indianapolis 

55 R. Yasukawa Tom Anderson 
Modesto, Calif. 

John Martin 
Irvine, Calif. 

Steve Ragan 
Fort Monmouth, N.J. 

Rhodri Griffith 
New Zealand 

91 B. Lazier Lee Kunzman 
Volga, Iowa 

Pete Reuck 
Loma, Colo. 

Dennis LaCava 
Danbury, Conn. 

Dennis LaCava 
Danbury, Conn. 

98 B. Boat Simon Morley Gary Pedigo 
Indianapolis 

Mike Boat 
Phoenix 

Simon Morley 
Gosport, England 
 

Gosport, England 
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2003 RACE DAY PIT CREWS 
 

LEFT FRONT RIGHT REAR LEFT REAR JACKMAN ENGINEER 
 

FUELER 

Larry Narasaki 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Eric Noel 
Highgate, Vt.  Ind. 

Tim Shank 
Hammond,

Mike Battersby 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Tim Wardrop 
Chichestel, Sussex, England 

Carsten Stunz 
Haiger, Germany 

Chris Hogue 
Greenfield, Ind. 

Art Kilgore 
Levittown, Pa. 

Chuck Miller 
Beaumont, Calif. 

Sam Goldsmith 
Barstow, Calif. 

Iain Watt 
Inverness, Scotland 

Paul Hartman 
Toledo, Ohio 

Vitor Pinto Louis Perocarpi Brian Fellows Larry Rutkauskas Bruce Ashmore Mark Bultman 

Andy O’Gara 
Beech Grove, Ind. 

Scott Merriman 
Indianapolis 

Dan Miller 
Ida, Mich. 

Mike Koger 
Claremont, Calif. 

Mark Weida 
Long Beach, Calif. 

Mike Fink 
Indianapolis 
 

John O’Gara 
Beech Grove, Ind. 

Gary Frost 
Detroit 

Phil Davis 
Allentown, Pa. 

Roy “Bubba” McAdams 
Albuquerque 

Mike O’Gara 
Indianapolis 
Owen Snyder 
Greenwood, Ind. 

Wayne Selman 
Albuquerque 

  Keith Jones Dave Sharper 
Gnaw Bone, Ind. 

Steve Treddup Tino Belli 
Swansea, Wales 

Keith Badger 
Speedway, Ind. 

Alex Hering 
Toronto 

Mike Horvath 
Seattle 

Kris Badger 
Indianapolis 

Rolando Coronado 
Colombia 

Allan McDonald 
England 

Corey McClish 

Doug Kindig 
Indianapolis 

Donnie Skinner 
Brighton, Mich. 

Anton Julian 
New Zealand 

Mark Sampson 
New Lebanon, Ohio 

Mike Colliver 
Greenville, Ohio 

Pat Jordan 
Vancouver, Wash. 

Scott Erickson 
Seattle 

Kevin Miller 
Speedway, Ind. 

Albert Gray 
New York 

Luke Wethington 
Indianapolis 

Tim Neff 
Australia 

Tracy Dickson 
Ridgeway, Colo. 

Ronnie Schultz 
Tomball, Texas 

Eric Stewart 
Indianapolis 

Justin Herbert 
Tauranga, New 
Zealand 
 

Derrick Branch 
Indianapolis 

A.J. Foyt 
Houston 

Tom Beaudry 
Indianapolis 

Chris LaFollette 
Pittsboro, Ind. 

Ron Smith 
Indianapolis 

Donny Jones 
Indianapolis 

Glenn McDonald 
Indianapolis 

Kevin Bayless 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

Junius Matthews 
Indianapolis 

Josh Junge 
Keystone, Iowa 

Craig McCain 
Arvada, Colo. 

Joe Hedges 
Hagerstown, Ind. 

Rob Channell 
Altoona, Iowa 

Kelly Loewen 
Valleyview, 
Alberta, Canada 

Dave Bishop 
Eau Claire, Mich. 

Greg Height 
Speedway, Ind. 

Tracy Hash 
Indianapolis 

Mark Lamb 
Plainfield, Ind. 

Doug Hardwick 
Indianapolis 

Greg Beck 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

Tom Bose 
Brownsburg, Ind. 

Brett Knostman 
Orange, Calif. 

John Martin 
Irvine, Calif. 

Eric Gibson 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Grant Bentrud 
Minneapolis 

John Dick 
Nampa, Idaho 

David Janquart 
Elkhart Lake, Wis. 

Brandon Andrus 
Salt Lake City 

Lindsay Hollard 
New Plymouth, 
New Zealand 

Gary Miller 
Peoria, Ill. 

Jeff Roylance 
New Plymouth, 
New Zealand 

Ron Dawes 
Albuquerque 

Dave Taylor 
Indianapolis 

Gary Penission 
Indianapolis 

Chris Griffis 
Akron, Ind. 

Kevin Conley 
Speedway, Ind. 

John Jones 
Phoenix 

Andy Brown 
England 

Carey Hall 
Greenwood, Ind. 
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2003 RACE DAY PIT CREWS 
 

CAR DRIVER TEAM MANAGER SPOTTER CHIEF MECHANIC 
 

RIGHT FRONT 

99 R. Hearn   Tim Whiting  
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2003 RACE DAY PIT CREWS 
 

LEFT FRONT RIGHT REAR LEFT REAR JACKMAN ENGINEER 
 

FUELER 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY 
 

 Good morning. 
 Anton H. (Tony) George, president and CEO of the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, members of the Hulman-George family and the entire Speedway and Indy 
Racing League staff welcome you the World’s Greatest Race Course and the 87th 
Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. 

*** 
 

  

 

87th INDIANAPOLIS 500 ORDER OF THE DAY:
5 a.m. Military bomb signals opening of Indianapolis Motor Speedway public  

Gates 
7:45 a.m.  Spectacle of bands 
8:50 a.m. Bombardier aircraft flyover 
9 a.m. Historic car parade 
9:05 a.m. Brian McKnight performs on the Coca-Cola stage 
9:40 a.m. Marion County Sheriff Motorcycle Drill Team 
9:40 a.m. Car placed in position as Purdue University “All-American” Band plays 

“On the Banks of the Wabash” 
10 a.m. Engine warm up begins 
10:18 a.m. Darryl Worley performs “Have You Forgotten” on Victory Podium 
10:25 a.m. Wynonna Judd performs “What the World Needs Now” on Coca-Cola  

Stage 
10:30 a.m.  Driver photo on ‘Yard of Bricks’ 
10:31 a.m. Driver introductions 
10:36 a.m. Florence Henderson performs “God Bless America” 
10:40 a.m. National Anthem, Daniel Rodriguez 
10:42 a.m. Tom Carnegie announces “Drivers to you cars” 
10:44 a.m. Invocation, Archbishop Daniel Buechlein 
10:46 a.m. Memorial Day Recognition, Vice Chief of Staff, Gen. Jack Keane 
10:47 a.m. “Taps” 
10:48 a.m. Flyover 
10:49 a.m. “Back Home Again in Indiana” and traditional balloon spectacle 
10:51 a.m. “Lady and Gentlemen, start your engines,” Mari Hulman George 
10:53 a.m. Chevy SSR, with Herb Fishel driving, leads the field on parade and  

pace laps 
11 a.m. Start, 87th Indianapolis 500 (200 laps/500 miles) ABC-TV and IMS Radio

 Network (live) 
***

 The Speedway’s Daily Trackside Report system will provide you with 
information throughout and after the 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race, including race 
running, statistical and scoring information, records and the unofficial and final box 
scores. Prize money will be announced at the Victory Celebration tomorrow night. 

*** 
 The 88th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race is scheduled for Sunday May 30, 2004. 
Ticket information is on pages 15-16 of the 2003 Indianapolis 500 Official Program. 
Ticket information can also be obtained by calling the Speedway’s ticket office, (800) 
822-INDY or logging on to www.imstix.com.  

*** 
 Brian Barnhart, an Indianapolis native, is the senior vice president of racing 
operations for the Indy Racing League. He is the chief official for the 87th Indianapolis 
500-Mile Race. 
 

 

http://www.imstix.com/
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 

 Herb Fishel, who is retiring as executive director of GM Racing, will drive the 
2003 Chevy SSR Official Pace Vehicle at the start of the 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile 
Race. On yellow-light situations, three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford, 
from Fort Worth, Texas, will be the driver. Jim Haynes, from Phoenix, will serve as 
observer from the Chevy SSR. Under the caution, cars will close up behind the Chevy 
SSR. 

*** 
The 33-car field, aligned in the traditional 11 rows of three, will get the green 

flag on the third time past the flag stand. The chief starter of the Indy Racing League is 
Bryan Howard of Lomita, Calif., and the assistant starter is Paul Blevin of Riverside, 
Calif. Both are in their seventh year at their respective positions. 

 ***
 The 87th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race marks the fifth time the race has been 
scheduled for May 25. In 1975, rain halted the race after 174 laps or 435 miles, and 
Bobby Unser claimed the victory. In 1980, Johnny Rutherford won May 25. In 1986, the 
race was scheduled for May 25, but rain postponed the race until May 31. Rain also 
postponed the 1997 race, which was scheduled for May 25. The race was completed on 
May 27. 

*** 
For the first time since Firestone returned to Indy-style racing in 1995 following 

a 21-year hiatus, the Firehawk tires for the Indianapolis 500 were assembled at the 
company’s technical center in Akron, Ohio. Prior to this year, the Indy tires were 
produced at the Bridgestone/Firestone Technical Center in Tokyo. All Firestone 
Firehawk tires for the Freedom 100 also were produced in Akron. 

AL SPEYER (Executive Director, Firestone Racing): “We have been thrilled 
by all the outstanding reports we’ve received about the latest Firestone Firehawks for the 
Indianapolis 500. It’s especially rewarding since this is the first time in the present era 
that all of the Indy 500 tires have been produced at the technical center in Akron, Ohio. 
This year’s tire features both a new construction and tire compound and is yielding 
exceptional durability and consistency on the latest version of Indy cars. The shift of 
production location is another example of the fine technical collaboration and 
cooperation between our Akron and Tokyo facilities. Until this year, the production 
capacity of the two tech centers dictated that the Firestone tires for Indy – by far our 
largest production run for any event – come from Tokyo. The Akron center stepped up 
production this year to take on the Indianapolis run of some 5,000 tires, and the results 
have been tremendous.” 

*** 
PRE-RACE HISTORICAL NOTES:  
 •The last relief driver to win the Indianapolis 500 was Mauri Rose in 1941. Rose 
started the race in another car but relieved Floyd Davis on Lap 72. 

•The last relief driver to participate in the Indianapolis 500 was Larry “Boom 
Boom” Cannon, who relieved John Mahler in 1977. 

*** 
Race specifics, from Saturday’s drivers meeting: 

•The race becomes official after 101 laps. 
•The pit-lane speed limit is 60 mph. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 

Infiniti Pro Series standout Aaron Fike led all 50 laps en route to capturing the 
58th “Night Before the 500” USAC National Midget Car Series event at Indianapolis 
Raceway Park. Fike has one career Infiniti Pro Series victory (Chicagoland 2002) and 
drives for Hemelgarn/Johnson Motorsports in the Pro Series. 

*** 
Eric Gordon led 121 of the 500 laps to win the 55th PayLess/Delco Remy “Little 

500” USAC Sprint Car event last night at Anderson Speedway. 
*** 

At 7:30 a.m., the ambient temperature was 52 degrees with a relative humidity 
of 82 percent and north-northwest winds at 7 mph. Skies were partly cloudy. 

*** 
Entry update: 
 •Jimmy Kite’s car is now named the No. 18 Denny Hecker's Auto Connection 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. 

•Sarah Fisher’s car name is now the No. 23 AOL/GMAC/Raybestos/DRR 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone. 

 

*** 

***
 George Bush, the 41st President of the United States, is a guest of Kelley 
Racing this morning at the track. Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States, is a 
guest of the Simon family of Indiana this morning at the track. It marks the first time in 
history that two former presidents have attended the Indianapolis 500. President Gerald 
Ford came to the race in the late 1970s after his term was complete. 

GEORGE BUSH: “I thought I’d seen everything, but this is tops. I don’t normally 
say this, but I talked to the President this morning, in Texas, and he wishes everyone 
well. I think he wishes he were here rather than his dad.” (Have you watched the race in 
the past): “Oh, yes, I have, and of course being a friend of the Kelley’s, I’ve got a dog in 
this hunt, as they say. I was very pleased with how they went in Japan, and we’ll see 
how they do today.” 

*** 
At 10 a.m., the ambient temperature was 59 degrees with a relative humidity of 

65 percent and north winds at 6 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 62 
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.  

 Today is A.J. Foyt IV’s 19th birthday. He will become the youngest driver to ever 
start the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. Josele Garza, who won the Bank One Rookie of 
the Year Award in 1981, was the previous youngest driver at 19 years, 70 days. 

 ***
The Spirit of Indiana, a B-2 bomber based at the 509th Bomber Wing, Whiteman 

Air Force Base, Missouri (50 miles east of Kansas City), performed the flyover today. It 
was piloted by a two-man crew, Major Keith Reeves, a native of Indianapolis who went 
to North Central High School and the United States Air Force Academy, and Major Greg 
Guest from Norwalk, Ohio, who went to Purdue University.  
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE PRE RACE:  
 At 10:46 a.m., Jim Nabors sang “Back Home Again in Indiana,” and the 
traditional balloon spectacle took place. 

At 10:47 a.m. Speedway Chairman Mari Hulman George gives “Lady and 
gentlemen, start your engines” command. All 33 cars on grid fired and running 
immediately after command. 
 At 10:50 a.m. all cars rolling from gird in 11 rows of three to start parade lap, 
with Herb Fishel driving the 2003 Chevy SSR Pace Vehicle. All 33 starters are rolling. 
 At 10:50 a.m., the ambient temperature was 59 degrees with a relative humidity 
of 67 percent and north-northwest winds at 7 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track 
temperature was 76 according to Firestone engineers.  

 ***
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING:  

 

 Lap 1: #3 Castroneves leads into Turn 1. Leads #7 Kanaan by .3735 of a 
second at the line. #9 Dixon started fourth, now seventh. Crew of #14 Foyt reports that 
they can hear him on the radio, but he cannot hear them. 
 •Helio Castroneves led the opening lap, the seventh time that the defending 
winner has done so in the history of the Indianapolis 500. The last time it was done was 
in 1990, by Emerson Fittipaldi. 

•The marks the first time that a driver attempting to win three races in a row has 
led the first lap of the race in which he was attempting to do so.  
 •This is the first lap a Toyota engine has led at Indianapolis. 
 Lap 4: # Castroneves leads by .4066 of a second over #11 Kanaan.

  Lap 5: #7 Andretti started 13th and is now eighth.
 Lap 6: #21 Giaffone to pits. Crew reports car has no power. Engine cover and 
left sidepod is off. 
 Lap 7: Top 10: #3 Castroneves, #11 Kanaan, #27 Gordon, #26 Wheldon, #15 
Brack, #12 Takagi, #9 Dixon, #7 Andretti, #8 Sharp, #10 Scheckter.  
 Lap 9: YELLOW. Smoke trailing from car of #98 Boat in Turn 1. Car stopped at 
the exit of Turn 2. #14 Foyt came into pits. Did not stop due to closed pits.   

Lap 10: Pit report: Four tires and fuel: #7 Andretti, 12 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 13 
seconds. Right-side tires and fuel: #32 Renna, nine seconds. Fuel only: #27 Gordon, six 
seconds, #44 McGehee, 14 seconds. #19 Vasser, seven seconds. #23 Fisher, 12 
seconds. Four tires, fuel, replacing ear plugs due to radio trouble: #14 Foyt, one minute, 
36 seconds. Team owner A.J. Foyt crushed faulty earplugs in pits in disgust. Four tires, 
fuel, front-wing adjustment: #18 Kite, 13 seconds. 
 Lap 11: Crew of #21 Giaffone reports car will not fire and that they are taking 
the car back to the garage area to attempt to fix the problem. Giaffone climbed from car. 
 Lap 12: Top 10: #3 Castroneves, #26 Wheldon, #15 Brack, #12 Takagi, #9 
Dixon, #8 Sharp, #10 Scheckter, #6 de Ferran, #31 Unser, #55 Yasukawa. 

Lap 14: GREEN. 
 Lap 15: #3 Castroneves leads into Turn 1. #15 Brack attempted to pass #26 
Wheldon for second on outside in Turn 3.  

YELLOW. #23 Fisher did 180-degree spin to the left and made contact with the 
SAFER Barrier in Turn 3 with left side of car. Moderate damage to left side of car. Fisher 
climbs from car with assistance from Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy Racing 
League safety officials. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 
 Lap 17: Pit stop report: Four tires and fuel: #6 de Ferran, 10 seconds; #3 
Castroneves, 10 seconds; #8 Sharp, 12 seconds; #10 Scheckter, 12 seconds; #26 
Wheldon; 11 seconds; #20 Barron, 13 seconds; #54 Nakano, 12 seconds; #13 Ray, 13 
seconds; #55 Yasukawa, 12 seconds; #31 Unser, 11 seconds, #22 Meira, 15 seconds, 
#2 J. Lazier, 15 seconds; #14 Foyt, 13 seconds; #18 Kite, 27 seconds; #24 Buhl, 11 
seconds; #4 Hornish, 17 seconds; #52 Rice, 10 seconds; #15 Brack, 11 seconds. Brack 
stalled exiting pits. Four tires, fuel, tire-pressure adjustment: #12 Takagi, 11 seconds. 
Four tires, fuel, repair of problem under engine cover: #5 Hattori, one minute, 27 
seconds. Car entered pits, returned to track without engine cover, then returned to pits 
for lengthy service for fuel pressure problem. 

Lap 18: #5 Hattori in pits, engine cover removed. 
BILLY BOAT: “I really had no warning. The Panther car was really running 

great. We were trying to just be patient. It's just unfortunate. It stinks to be the spectator 
on the side. It's not what I wanted to do.” 

FELIPE GIAFFONE: “We don't know. Something electrical, I think. It it pretty 
frustrating to be out of the race. We'll just have to see. Now we go on to Texas.” 
 Lap 19: Top 10: #9 Dixon, #41 Dare, #7 Andretti, #27 Gordon, #11 Kanaan, 
#32 Renna, #19 Vasser, #99 Hearn, #18 Kite, #3 Castroneves. Crew of #21 Giaffone 
reports they are out of race with electrical problems.  
 Lap 20: #5 Hattori being pushed back to garage with Hattori still strapped into 
cockpit. 
 Lap 22: GREEN. 
 Lap 23: #9 Dixon leads into Turn 1. #7 Andretti passes #41 Dare for second on 
outside in Turn 1. #9 Dixon leads by .4265 of a second over #7 Andretti. 

  Lap 24: #9 Dixon leads by .4464 of a second over #7 Andretti. 
 Lap 26: #41 Dare started 33rd, now running third, #19 Vasser started 27th, now 
running fifth; #99 Hearn started 28th now running eighth.  
 Lap 29: #9 Dixon leads by .9385 of a second over #7 Andretti.  
 Lap 30: Top 10: #9 Dixon, #7 Andretti, #41 Dare, #11 Kanaan, #19 Vasser, #27 
Gordon, #32 Renna, #99 Hearn, #3 Castroneves, #31 Unser.  
 Lap 31: #7 Andretti passes #9 Dixon of lead on outside of Turn 3. Smoke 
trailing from #9 Dixon for a few seconds. Crew reports car was bottoming out.  

*** 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Ken Dilger is working in the Kelley Racing 

pits today, holding the fuel hose for #8 Sharp during pit stops. 
*** 

 Lap 34: #9 Dixon to pits, four tires, fuel and front wing adjustment. 
  Lap 37: #7 Andretti leads by 1.0715 seconds over #41 Dare.

  Lap 39: #12 Takagi passes #31 Unser for 11th in Turn 3.
 Lap 40: #5 Hattori back on track. Pit report: Four tires and fuel, #18 Kite, 18 
seconds; #41 Dare, 18 seconds. Foyt team had trouble inserting fuel hose into Dare's 
car. 
 Lap 42: #27 Gordon has dropped fourth to sixth.  
 Lap 43: Top five: #7 Andretti, #11 Kanaan, #19 Vasser, #3 Castroneves, #10 
Scheckter. #27 Gordon has now dropped to 10th. Crew reports that on their first pit stop 
he did not change tires. 
 Lap 44: #7 Andretti leads by .3408 of a second over #11 Kanaan. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 
 Lap 47: #7 Andretti leads by 1.3900 seconds over #11 Kanaan. #14 Foyt to pits 
for more work on radio problem, three minutes, 49 seconds. Team replaced Foyt's 
earplugs with those of a team member. 

Lap 50: #7 Andretti to pits, four tires and fuel, 12 seconds. 
Lap 51: Four tires and fuel: #22 Meira, 14 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 18 seconds, 

including trouble with fuel hose; #99 Hearn, 21 seconds; #19 Vasser, 18 seconds; #44 
McGehee, 14 seconds; #27 Gordon, 17 seconds. Fuel only: #52 Rice, eight seconds. 
Four tires, fuel, front-wing adjustment: #2 J. Lazier, 18 seconds; #54 Nakano, 16 
seconds. 
 Lap 52: #10 Scheckter takes lead after leaders begin making pit stops. #24 
Buhl to pits, fuel only. 
 Lap 54: YELLOW. #24 Buhl spun exiting the pit lane. Car came to a stop with 
the nose of the car pointing towards the infield on the warm-up lane in Turn 1. 

Lap 55: #4 Hornish to pits, 42 seconds. Hornish stalled twice upon exit. Car 
was out of fuel upon entrance. 

Lap 56: Kite to pits, four tires and fuel, 13 seconds. 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Sarah Fisher has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. 
She is cleared to drive.  
 Lap 56: Top 10: #10 Scheckter, #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #12 Takagi, #8 
Sharp, #32 Renna, #26 Wheldon, #31 Unser, #20 Barron, #15 Barron.  
 Lap 57: #5 Hattori is done for the day. Crew reports fuel pressure problems. Pit 
stop report: Four tires and fuel: #52 Rice, eight seconds; #6 de Ferran, 13 seconds; #3 
Castroneves, 12 seconds; #26 Wheldon, 16 seconds; #10 Scheckter, 15 seconds; #8 
Sharp, 14 seconds; #13 Ray, 14 seconds; #55 Yasukawa, 15 seconds; #32 Renna, 12 
seconds; #31 Unser, 14 seconds, #4 Hornish, 14 seconds, #15 Brack, 13 seconds. 
Brack stalled upon exit due to broken first gear. Resumed after crew pushed him from 
pit. Four tires, fuel, front-wing adjustment: #12 Takagi, #52 Rice, 14 seconds; #9 Dixon, 
16 seconds. Dixon reporting vibration to crew. Crew reports possible fuel pickup 
problem. Four tires, fuel, tire pressure adjustment, #20 Barron, 16 seconds. 
 Lap 58: Top 10: #7 Andretti, #3 Castroneves, #10 Scheckter, #6 de Ferran, #12 
Takagi, #8 Sharp, #31 Unser, #26 Wheldon, #20 Barron, #55 Yasukawa.  
 Lap 60: There are 29 cars still running, with 24 on the lead lap.  
 Lap 61: GREEN. 
 Lap 62: #7 Andretti leads into Turn 1. YELLOW. #99 Hearn made contact with 
the SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall at the exit of Turn 2 with the right side of 
car. Heavy damage to right side of car. Car came to rest against the outside retaining 
wall at the beginning of the backstretch. #2 J. Lazier locked up brakes trying to avoid 
Hearn and spun into the paved area after the warm-up lane at the exit of Turn 2. Car 
came to rest facing backward in the grass. Both drivers climbed from their cars without 
assistance. 

SHIGEAKI HATTORI: “I don't know. The beginning three or four laps was OK. 
But the fuel pressure went down. After 15 laps, it was like there was no fuel pressure. 
That's it.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 

JOHN MENARD (Owner, #2 J. Lazier): "According to what Jaques said, 
perhaps Hearn checked up, and a couple of guys got together. And the rest is history. 
We were running OK, just doing our own thing. But this is racing, and things don't always 
go your way.” 

Lap 63: #19 Vasser to pits, four tires and fuel, 12 seconds. #27 Gordon to pits, 
four tires, fuel, stalled engine on exit, 29 seconds. 
 Lap 64: Top 10: #7 Andretti, #3 Castroneves, #10 Scheckter, #6 de Ferran, #12 
Takagi, #8 Sharp, #31 Unser, #26 Wheldon, #20 Barron, #55 Yasukawa; #22 Meira to 
pits, fuel only, eight seconds. 
 Lap 65: #91 B. Lazier to pits, fuel only, eight seconds. 
 Lap 66: GREEN. 

Lap 67: #7 Andretti leads into Turn 1. #10 Scheckter passes #3 Castroneves on 
inside in Turn 3 for second. #7 Andretti leads by 1.0413 over #10 Scheckter 

Lap 68: #10 Scheckter passes #7 Andretti for lead in Turn 1.  
Lap 69: #3 Castroneves passes #7 Andretti for second.  
SARAH FISHER: “There's not much we can really do about what happened 

today. The motor just blew up when we were going into Turn 4. When you're turning the 
car and the motor blows, there's not a whole lot you can do. You can ‘clutch’ it or do 
whatever, but it's not really going to help.” 
 Lap 71: Top five: #10 Scheckter, #3 Castroneves, #7 Andretti, #6 de Ferran, 
#12 Takagi.  
 Lap 72: #10 Scheckter leads by .4670 of a second over #3 Castroneves. 
 Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Jaques Lazier and Richie 
Hearn have been checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in 
the infield of IMS. Both are cleared to drive. 
 Lap 75: #10 Scheckter leads by .4872 of a second over #3 Castroneves. 
 Lap 82: #6 de Ferran passes #7 Andretti for third. 
 Lap 80: Unofficial average speed of the race is 148.996 mph. #10 Scheckter 
remains leader. 
 Lap 86: #10 Scheckter leads by 1.4493 seconds over #3 Castroneves. #18 Kite 
to pits, four tires and fuel, 14 seconds. 
 Lap 87: Pit stop report: Four tires and fuel: #24 Buhl, 14 seconds; #14 Foyt, 12 
seconds; #54 Nakano, stalled engine, 29 seconds. Four tires, fuel, tire pressure 
adjustment, #44 McGehee, 16 seconds. 

RICHIE HEARN: “Someone got down underneath me, I think it was Dare...just 
dove down at the last minute and pushed me up into the gray, basically. That was it. I 
couldn't turn the wheel. It was going where it wanted to go. I just hit the wall, slid along 
and that was the end.” 

Lap 88: #9 Dixon to pits, four tires and fuel, 10 seconds. Crew still reports 
possible fuel pickup problem. 

Lap 90: #32 Renna passed #8 Sharp of seventh on inside in Turn 1. #10 
Scheckter leads by 1.5219 seconds over #3 Castroneves. Unofficial average speed of 
the race is 154.719 mph. 

Lap 91: #7 Andretti to pits, four tires and fuel, front wing adjustment, 13 
seconds. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 

Lap 93: #10 Scheckter leads by 2.6401 seconds over #3 Castroneves. #44 
MeGehee got high, out of groove, between Turns 1 and 2 and nearly made wall contact. 
#4 Hornish to pits, four tires and fuel, 13 seconds. 
 Lap 94: Pit report: Four tires and fuel: #52 Rice, 15 seconds. Four tires, fuel, 
front wing adjustment: #8 Sharp, 10 seconds. #7 Andretti to pits, engine cowling off, 
driver out of car, out of race. 
 JAQUES LAZIER: “I'm just extremely upset right now. We started out great. I 
just saw Richie Hearn get into it up there, and chain-reaction, we all braked. It upset my 
car enough to spin. Obviously, it's good to be here this year after my broken back last 
year, though.” 
 Lap 95 pit report: Four tires and fuel: #10 Scheckter, 12 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 
13 seconds. 

Lap 96 pit report: Four tires and fuel: #22 Meira, 12 seconds; #13 Ray, 13 
seconds; #15 Brack, 12 seconds. Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #91 B. Lazier, 
14 seconds; #26 Wheldon, 13 seconds. 

Lap 97: Pit report: Four tires and fuel: #55 Yasukawa, 14 seconds; #32 Renna, 
12 seconds. 

Lap 98: #7 Andretti climbed from car. Wife Leslie gave him a hug after he 
climbed from car. Pit stop report: Four tires and fuel: #6 de Ferran, 13 seconds; #27 
Gordon, 12 seconds; #12 Takagi, 12 seconds. 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI: "I don't know. I just lost power. I'm disappointed, yes, 
but happy, too. I really appreciate all the support of everybody out there all these years. 
You know, it just wasn't meant to be. Maybe it's meant to be as an owner. I've got three 
other guys out there working hard, and hopefully one will bring it home." 

Lap 99: Leader #3 Castroneves to pits. Four tires and fuel: #3 Castroneves, 12 
seconds; #20 Barron, 16 seconds. 
 Lap 100: At the halfway point, #19 Vasser leads by 2.0747 over #10 Scheckter. 
 Lap 101: #19 Vasser to pits, #10 Scheckter takes lead. 
 Lap 104: YELLOW. Spray reported from #19 Vasser. Vasser drives to pits, 
climbs from car. Crew reports a 3-inch hole in the gearbox. 
 Lap 104: Top 10: #10 Scheckter, #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #12 Takagi, 
#26 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #9 Dixon, #32 Renna, #4 Hornish, #8 Sharp. 

Lap 105 Pit report: Four tires and fuel: #9 Dixon, 10 seconds; #15 Brack, 16 
seconds; #4 Hornish, 15 seconds; #18 Kite, 25 seconds; #54 Nakano, 22 seconds, 
stalled engine. 
 Lap 107: Top 10: #10 Scheckter, #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #12 Takagi, 
#26 Wheldon, #11 Kanaan, #32 Renna, #8 Sharp, #20 Barron, #13 Ray. 
 Lap 108: #8 Sharp is reporting very loose conditions when driving in traffic. 
 At 12:41 p.m., the ambient temperature was 60 degrees with a relative humidity 
of 67 percent and north winds at 3 mph. Skies were cloudy. The track temperature was 
80 according to Firestone engineers.  

Lap 109: GREEN. 
Lap 110: #10 Scheckter leads into Turn 1. #11 Kanaan passed #26 Wheldon, 

#12 Takagi and two lapped cars on the outside of Turn 1 to move from sixth the fourth.  
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 

Lap 111: #10 Scheckter leads #3 Castroneves by .4497 of a second. #20 
Barron passed #32 Renna for seventh.  
 Lap 113: Top 10: #10 Scheckter, #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #11 Kanaan, 
#26 Wheldon, #12 Takagi, #20 Barron, #32 Renna, #8 Sharp, #27 Gordon. 
 Lap 114: Top four drivers are within 1.3508 seconds. #10 Scheckter leads #3 
Castroneves by .3933 of a second. 
 Lap 115: There are 25 cars still running, with 15 on the lead lap. 
 Lap 116: #10 Scheckter leads #3 Castroneves by .3987 of a second.  
 Lap 117: #10 Scheckter leads #3 Castroneves by .4000 of a second.  
 Lap 118: #10 Scheckter leads #3 Castroneves by .2539 of a second. Top 10 
cars are all turning laps at more than 221 mph.  
 Lap 119: #10 Scheckter leads by .3345 of a second over #3 Castroneves.  
 Lap 121: #10 Scheckter leads by .3389 of a second over #3 Castroneves. #9 
Dixon passes #13 Ray for 12th.  

Lap 125: #44 McGehee to pits. McGehee reports steering problem caused by 
collision with #14 Foyt during Fisher's accident earlier in race. Problem intensified during 
race. Crew working on front suspension. 
 Lap 127: YELLOW. #41 Dare got high out of groove in Turn 2 and made 
contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 2 with the right side of the car. Car slid along the 
SAFER Barrier and came to a rest against the outside retaining wall at the beginning of 
the backstretch. Heavy damage to the right side of car. Dare climbed from the car 
without assistance. Pit report: Four tires and fuel: #22 Meira, 12 seconds; #52 Rice, 14 
seconds, #91 B. Lazier, 12 seconds. 
 Lap 128: Top 10 before pit stops: #10 Scheckter, #3 Castroneves, #6 de 
Ferran, #11 Kanaan, #26 Wheldon, #12 Takagi, #20 Barron, #32 Renna, #9 Dixon, #27 
Gordon. Pit stop report: Four tires and fuel: #3 Castroneves, 10 seconds; #11 Kanaan, 
11 seconds; #27 Gordon, 12 seconds; #8 Sharp, 15 seconds; #9 Dixon, 12 seconds, 
#10 Scheckter, 15 seconds; #26 Wheldon, 12 seconds; #4 Hornish, 16 seconds; #20 
Barron, 14 seconds; #54 Nakano, 30 seconds, stalled engine; #55 Yasukawa, 14 
seconds; #13 Ray, 17 seconds; #32 Renna, 11 seconds; #12 Takagi, 10 seconds; #15 
Brack, nine seconds. Brack without first gear, as crew has to push car from pit. Four 
tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #6 de Ferran, 11 seconds. Four tires, fuel, tire pressure 
adjustment: #31 Unser, 10 seconds. 

Lap 129: #18 Kite to pits, four tires and fuel, 20 seconds. 
 Lap 130: Top 10: #3 Castroneves, #10 Scheckter, #6 de Ferran, #11 Kanaan, 
#12 Takagi, #9 Dixon, #32 Renna, #8 Sharp, #20 Barron, #31 Unser.   
 Lap 134: GREEN.  
 Lap 135: #3 Castroneves leads into Turn 1. #6 de Ferran passes #10 Scheckter 
for second on outside in Turn 1. #11 Kanaan passes #10 Scheckter for third on inside in 
Turn 3. Crew of #10 Scheckter reports no problems.  
 Lap 136: #3 Castroneves leads by .3198 of a second over #6 de Ferran. Third-
place #11 Kanaan is .5425 seconds back of Castroneves.  

Lap 138: Top six drivers are separated by just 1.6 seconds. 
Lap 139: #3 Castroneves leads by .3223 of a second over #6 de Ferran. Top 

four are separted by .8924 of a second. 
 Lap 140: Top 12: #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #11 Kanaan, #10 Scheckter, 
#12 Takagi, #9 Dixon, #32 Renna, #20 Barron, #8 Sharp, 31 Unser, #13 Ray, #4 
Hornish.  
 Lap 143: #3 Castroneves leads by .5043 of a second over #6 de Ferran.  
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
  

JIMMY VASSER: “We blew a big hole in the gearbox. It was working fine all 
day. It's really frustrating. The Argent team was kicking all day. We just couldn't get a 
flow going. We had a good car early and were running with the leaders, then the yellow 
came out and killed us. It's frustrating because we had a car that was good that could 
win this race. But we couldn't get that flow.” 
 Lap 147: #3 Castroneves leads by .5242 of a second over #6 de Ferran.  
 Lap 149: Top six remain the same as Lap 140, separated by 2.1093 seconds. 
#14 Foyt to pits, four tires and fuel, 22 seconds. 
 Lap 150: At the three-quarter mark, two-time defending champion #3 
Castroneves leads Marlboro Team Penske teammate #6 de Ferran by .5435 of a 
second. 
 Lap 155: #24 Buhl taken behind the wall in Turn 4. Crew suspects engine 
problems.  

Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Airton Dare has been 
checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center in the infield of IMS. 
He is cleared to drive. Doug Hardwick, the airjack and ventman for Shinji Nakano, has 
been taken to Methodist Hospital for further evaluation of leg pain. Hardwick is from 
Indianapolis.  

Lap 157: #9 Dixon to pits, four tires and fuel, 10 seconds. 
Lap 160: #18 Kite to pits, four tires and fuel, 16 seconds. 

 Lap 161: #3 Castroneves leads by 1.1099 seconds over #6 de Ferran; Pit 
report: Four tires and fuel: #91 B. Lazier, 15 seconds; #54 Nakano, 24 seconds, car 
stalled. 

AIRTON DARE: “The last set of tires we put on the car didn't seem to have 
much traction, I lost a lot of grip. I saw the leaders coming behind me, and the flagman 
was waving the blue flag way too much for me, so I was trying to get out of the way and 
not get black-flagged. I saw a group of cars come on the inside, and I got up high and 
couldn't get a hole to come back to the inside, so I went up in the gray and in the 
marbles and into the wall.” 

Lap 162: #3 Castroneves leads by 1.1051 seconds over #6 de Ferran. #4 
Hornish to pits, four tires and fuel, 15 seconds. 

Lap 164: Top five: #3 Castroneves, #6 de Ferran, #11 Kanaan, #10 Scheckter, 
#12 Takagi.  

Lap 163 pit report: Four tires and fuel: #22 Meira, 12 seconds; #52 Rice, 15 
seconds. Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #15 Brack, 13 seconds. Brack is five 
laps down as crew had to replace failing gearbox during earlier stop. 

Lap 165: #55 Yasukawa to pits, four tires and fuel, 15 seconds. 
Lap 166 pit report: Four tires and fuel: #6 De Ferran, 15 seconds; #3 

Castroneves, 12 seconds; #32 Renna, 12 seconds; #31 Unser, 14 seconds. 
Lap 167: #10 Scheckter leads by .5158 of a second over #12 Takagi. Pit report: 

Four tires and fuel: #11 Kanaan, 13 seconds; #26 Wheldon, 13 seconds. Four tires and 
fuel, front wing adjustment: #13 Ray, 16 seconds. 

Lap 168 Pit report:  Four tires and fuel: #10 Scheckter, 11 seconds; #20 Barron, 
15 seconds. Four tires, fuel, front wing adjustment: #8 Sharp, 12 seconds. 

Lap 169: #6 de Ferran uses lapped car of #14 Foyt to pass #3 Castroneves for 
lead on the backstretch. Pit report: Four tires and fuel: #12 Takagi, 20 seconds. Car 
overshot pit box, stalled upon exit. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 

BUDDY LAZIER: “I broke the engine. It was going for some time, but we could 
keep going. But it was time to come in before it blew up spectacularly.” 

Lap 171: #27 Gordon slow on warm-up lane in Turn 3.  
Lap 172: YELLOW. #27 Gordon stopped in warm-up lane in Turn 3. 
Lap 173: Top 10: #6 de Ferran, #3 Castroneves, #11 Kanaan, #10 Scheckter, 

#9 Dixon, #12 Takagi, #4 Hornish, #26 Wheldon, #8 Sharp, #32 Renna. Prior to the 
yellow, #32 Renna brushed the outside retaining wall at the exit of Turn 1. Crew reports 
no problems. 

Lap 175: GREEN.  
Lap 176: #6 de Ferran leads into Turn 1. de Ferran leads by .4642 of a second 

over #3 Castroneves.  
Lap 177: #6 de Ferran leads by .2388 of a second over #3 Castroneves.  
Lap 178: #6 de Ferran leads by .2624 of a second over #3 Castroneves.  
Lap 179: #6 de Ferran leads by .2970 of a second over #3 Castroneves.  
Lap 180: Top 10: #6 de Ferran, #3 Castroneves, #11 Kanaan, #10 Scheckter, 

#12 Takagi, #26 Wheldon, #4 Hornish, #8 Sharp, #32 Renna, #9 Dixon.  
Lap 182: YELLOW. #8 Sharp, who had brushed the outside retaining wall 

exiting Turn 4, did a quarter spin to the left and made contact with the SAFER Barrier in 
Turn 1 with the right rear of the car and then the entire right side of the car. Car came to 
rest at against the wall at the entrance to Turn 2. Sharp climbed from his car without 
assistance. 

Lap 184: Top 10: #6 de Ferran, #3 Castroneves, #11 Kanaan, #10 Scheckter, 
#12 Takagi, #26 Wheldon, #4 Hornish, #32 Renna, #9 Dixon, #20 Barron. 

Lap 186: GREEN. 
Lap 187: #6 de Ferran leads into Turn 1. YELLOW. #26 Wheldon wiggled in 

Turn 3 and made contact with the SAFER Barrier in Turn 3 with the right rear and right 
side of car. The front end of the car then lifted up and the car turned upside down and 
slid into the SAFER Barrier in Turn 4. Car stopped upside down in Turn 4. Heavy 
damage to the car. Car was returned to it’s upright position by IMS and IRL safety crew 
members and Wheldon climbed from the car with some assistance from the IMS and IRL 
safety teams.  

Lap 191: #9 Dixon was weaving back and forth to warm his tires when he 
brushed the inside pit retaining wall with the left front tire. Dixon then attempted to 
straighten the car when the car jerked to the left. Dixon stopped in the middle of the main 
straightaway with his nose pointed toward pit lane. 

Lap 193: Top 10: #6 de Ferran, #3 Castroneves, #11 Kanaan, #10 Scheckter, 
#12 Takagi, #4 Hornish, #32 Renna, #20 Barron, #13 Ray, #31 Unser. 

Lap 194: GREEN.  
Lap 195: #6 de Ferran leads into Turn 1. #6 de Ferran leads by .2610 of a 

second over #3 Castroneves.  
Lap 196: Smoke from #4 Hornish in warm-up lane in Turn 3. Hornish headed to 

pits. #6 de Ferran leads by .3436 of a second over #3 Castroneves. 
Lap 197: #6 de Ferran leads by .2830 of a second over #3 Castroneves. 
Lap 198: #6 de Ferran leads by .3069 of a second over #3 Castroneves. 
Lap 199: #6 de Ferran leads by .3201 of a second over #3 Castroneves as the 

WHITE FLAG is displayed. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
87TH INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE RUNNING (cont.): 
 

Lap 200: CHECKERED FLAG. #6 Gil de Ferran, driver of the No. 6 Marlboro 
Team Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone, wins the 87th Indianapolis by .2990 of a 
second over teammate #3 Helio Castroneves.  

*** 
POST RACE QUICK QUOTE:  
 GIL DE FERRAN: “I’ll tell you, it’s hard to describe in words what I’m feeling 
right now. It’s just an unbelievable for me. You always dream of winning a race like this. 
Words escape me right now.” (As the milk was presented): “I love milk.” 

*** 
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, medical services director for the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the Indy Racing League: Scott Sharp and Dan 
Wheldon have been checked and released from the Clarian Emergency Medical Center 
in the infield of IMS. Both are cleared to drive. 

*** 
POST RACE NOTES:  

•This is Gil de Ferran’s first Indianapolis 500-Mile Race victory. It is his third 
IRL IndyCar™ Series victory. He is the 62nd driver to win the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. 

rce chassis to win the 
Indianapolis 500 since Juan Montoya in 2000. 

•This is the second 1-2 finish for Penske Racing. They also accomplished the 
feat in 2001 when Helio Castroneves won and Gil de Ferran finished second. 

•Roger Penske has become the second owner to win three consecutive 
Indianapolis 500-Mile Races. Penske won in 2001 and 2002 with Helio Castroneves and 
won with Gil de Ferran today. Lou Moore won three consecutive races in 1947-49. Mauri 
Rose won in 1947-48 and Bill Holland won in 1949. 

•The margin of victory today was .2990 of a second, the third-closest finish in 
Indianapolis 500 history. The closest finish was in 1992 when Al Unser Jr. defeated Scott 
Goodyear by .043 of a second. The second-closest finish was in 1982 when Gordon 
Johncock defeated Rick Mears by .16 of a second. 

•Today’s victory marks the first for Toyota in its first attempt at the Indianapolis 
500. It is the third victory for Toyota in four IndyCar Series events.  

•Gil de Ferran became the first driver in a Panoz G Fo

•Gil de Ferran became the 16th foreign-born driver to win the Indianapolis 500-
Mile Race. He became the third driver from Brazil to win, joining Emerson Fittipaldi 
(1989) and Helio Castroneves (2001, 2002). 

*** 
MORE POST-RACE QUICK QUOTES:  
 HELIO CASTRONEVES: “We finished one and two, just like we did in 2001, so 
it's just incredible. I'm a little disappointed, which is part of the game, but I'm actually 
happy because the team is the one that's winning. I tried, but Gil did it, so let's go 
celebrate anyway. Unfortunately, it wasn't my day. Excellent result for Team Penske. 
What a result. So close to be there, but I cannot be disappointed. This month has been 
amazing, starting from the pole position and finishing second here. Unfortunately, the 
yellows kept coming at the end. My car was excellent behind people. Because the 
yellows kept coming, we never had traffic. Wow, that was so close. That's good for Team 
Penske, and that's what matters.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE NOTES (cont.): 
 
 •This is the 32nd time in Indy-style racing that Penske cars have finished 1-2. 

•Roger Penske has now won the Indianapolis 500 as an owner 13 times, 
extending his record. 

•Several drivers had their career-best Indianapolis 500 finish today: De Ferran 
(first), Kanaan (third), Scheckter (fourth), Ray (eighth). 

•Six of the nine rookies finished in the top 15 today: Tora Takagi (fifth), Tony 
Renna (seventh), Roger Yasukawa (10th), Buddy Rice (11th), Vitor Meira (12th), Shinji 
Nakano (14th). A.J. Foyt IV finished 20th and was running at the finish, 11 laps down. The 
seven rookies running at the finish is a record since the Bank One Rookie of the Year 
Award was established in 1952. In 1998 and 2002, six rookie drivers were running at the 
finish. 

•Helio Castroneves led laps 1-16 today. When he relinquished the lead on Lap 
17 to Scott Dixon, it marked the first time that Castroneves had ever given up the lead in 
the Indianapolis 500. When he won in 2001, he led only once, the final 52 laps. When 
Castroneves won in 2002, he again led only once, the final 24 laps. 

•Two-time defending champion Helio Castroneves finished second today, 
marking the eighth time in Indianapolis 500 history that the defending champion has 
finished second. 

•In his first three Indianapolis 500-Mile Races, Helio Castroneves has finished 
first (2001), first (2002) and second (2003). Al Unser finished first, first, second in 1970-
72, Johnny Rutherford finished first, second, first in 1974-76, and Wilbur Shaw finished 
first, second, first, first from 1937-40. Unser, Shaw and Rutherford did not accomplish 
their feats in their first three starts like Castroneves. 

•In his first three Indianapolis 500-Mile Races, Helio Castroneves has finished 
first (2001), first (2002) and second (2003). The previous best effort by a driver in his first 
three starts was Bill Holland who finished second, second and first from 1947-49. 

•Tomas Scheckter, in his second race, led the most laps today, 63. Last year 
he also led the most laps, 85. He joins Frank Lockhart as the only driver to lead the most 
laps in each of his first two starts. Lockhart led 95 laps en route to victory in a 400-mile, 
rain-shortened race in 1926 and led 110 laps in 1927 before falling out of the race after 
120 laps with a broken rod. He finished 18th. 

•Gil de Ferran becomes the 13th driver to win his first Indianapolis 500 in his 
fourth start. More drivers have won for the first time in their fourth start than any other 
year of experience. Twelve drivers have won for the first time in their third start. 

•Gil de Ferran won the Indianapolis 500 after starting 10th, becoming only the 
second driver to win from the 10th spot. Bill Cummins started 10th when he won in 1934.  

•Gil de Ferran won today driving car No. 6, the last time car No. 6 won the 
Indianapolis 500 was in 1984 when Rick Mears won. Mears also was driving for Penske. 
The other years that car No. 6 won were: 1955 (Bob Sweikert), 1937 (Wilbur Shaw). 

•Michael Andretti led 28 laps today and has a total of 426 laps led in 
Indianapolis 500 competition. He is now 11th all-time and has led the most laps of any 
driver without a victory. 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE NOTES (cont.): 
 

•Rookie A.J. Foyt IV finished 18th today, completing 189 laps. In 1958, when his 
grandfather, four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt, made his first start, he finished 
16th and completed 148 laps before a spin ended his day. 

•Penske Racing has now won five consecutive Indianapolis 500-Mile Races in 
which Penske-owned cars have qualified. Emerson Fittipaldi won in 1993 and Al Unser 
Jr. won in 1994. The team failed to qualify in 1995 and did not enter the race from 1996-
2000. Helio Castroneves won in 2001-02, and Gil de Ferran won today. 

•This was the closest 1-2-3 finish in Indianapolis 500 history. Just 1.2475 
seconds separated winner Gil de Ferran from third place Tony Kanaan. The previous 
record was 1.881 seconds, the gap between winner Bobby Rahal and third place Rick 
Mears in 1986. 

*** 
 The next IRL IndyCar Series event is the Bombardier 500 on June 7 at Texas 
Motor Speedway. It is the first of three night races in the 16-race season. The next Infiniti 
Pro Series event is the Pikes Peak 100 on June 14 at Pikes Peak International 
Raceway. 

*** 
POST RACE QUOTES: 
 

MICHAEL ANDRETTI (No. 7 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The 
throttle linkage broke. It was a weird deal. That always seems to happen to me. That is 
life. I'm a little disappointed. I'm happy and sad, a million different emotions right now. 
I'm happy that I'm retiring, knowing that I could have won the last race. I just wanted one 
lap this year, the last one. We didn't get it. It felt really good that we were running right 
up front for a while. It is a shame that it all went away. I'm a little numb right now, to be 
honest with you. I'm anxious to see what happens with the other three. It is weird right 
now. At least I have someone to cheer for. Maybe I haven't been meant to win this race 
as a driver. Maybe I'm meant to win 20 of them as an owner. We'll see.” (Do you have a 
love-hate relationship with the Speedway): “I don't know what you want to call it. It has 
been an interesting one. I wouldn't say ‘hate.’ I don't hate. There are times when I've 
loved this place. There have been times when it has been tough. That is what makes 
Indy, Indy. We had a little too much downforce, but I was ready to trim it and go fast. We 
had a really good-handling car. I could run really tight on guys. I was really surprised I 
could run as quick as I was running, to be honest with you. I felt like we were going to be 
in good shape for the end. That is what is disappointing. At least I know I could have 
won my last race. I had a shot at it. That is the good thing. I really want to run this team. I 
really want to work on it. I don't really think I would do myself justice coming in and 
thinking I'm going to be competitive one race at a time. Not when I've been out of it for a 
year. These guys and teams are so good. You can't be as competitive as you need to be 
just running Indy. I think you are kidding yourself. Dan Wheldon is doing an awesome 
job. I'm proud of him. He is going to win a lot of races for us. We have great guys for the 
future. We are going to get Dario back in the car soon.” (On the throttle problem): “I 
came out of one of the corners and just lost power. I was downshifting because I was 
passing somebody. When I got back on the throttle, it just didn't pull anymore. I couldn't 
even pull any revs. I think it is a freaky deal. We've never had that before. I don't know 
what caused it. We will figure it out later. You know what they say about this place. 
Maybe it was one screw that came loose. I was actually having fun out there when I was 
passing and battling for the lead.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

ROBBY GORDON (No. 27 Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“The Archipelago/Motorola car drove pretty good all day. It is just unfortunate we had the 
gearbox problem. We got behind early. We tried some different strategy and that kind of 
hurt us, and I drove conservative, which also hurt us. It was very difficult to pass out 
there. We had just gotten back into the top 12 and then we broke something in the 
gearbox. We had some trouble on our second to last pit stop and then we stalled it on 
the last pit stop so we had to drive through the field a couple of times. It would have 
been a lot easier to run 600 miles tonight at Charlotte with a better finish.” 

 
MARIO ANDRETTI: “Same song, a different day. Obviously, the thing that is so 

disappointing is that it was such a fluke mechanical thing in the engine, just the throttle 
body that came apart. The first thing he said to me was, 'Why did it have to happen to 
me?' I feel for him, obviously." (Do you stand in the pits and think 'What's it going to be 
this time?'): "You don't like to be thinking about those things. You want to stay with a 
positive attitude throughout. Certainly, we were hoping it wouldn't happen. I've seen him 
out there leading. He liked what he did. He liked the car, and the strategy was working 
well. It was just a matter of all the pieces staying together, and I think it could have been 
interesting. He's got three more horses out there running, so he still has some hope for 
redemption within the team. It's wonderful here, the support from the fans. That's the 
only thing that keeps you going at a time like this. My heart is all in pieces for him. 
Everything that he had control over, he was doing right. You have to go with that if you 
want to go on if you want to feel good about life. Otherwise you go around shooting 
yourself, that kind of thing." (About possibility of Michael Andretti winning the 
Indianapolis 500 as team owner): "Obviously, that would be almost as good to make him 
happy, to be the owner and coach his drivers and be active that way.” 
 

ROBBY McGEHEE (No. 44 Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “When Sarah Fisher’s engine let go and she crashed, we 
all got on the brakes real hard. I heard that A.J. Foyt IV didn’t have radio contact. He 
didn’t mean to, but he just about went over me trying to take evasive action there in Turn 
3. He clipped my left front and damaged my steering, and it just progressively got worse 
until the Panther Racing Pedigo Chevy was undriveable. So we brought it in. The car 
was fine at first. I think we had way too much downforce, but I was just biding my time, 
trying to make it to the end. There’s nothing like the Indy 500. It’s an honor to race in it, 
and I have to thank everyone at Panther Racing.” 
 

SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We just struggled 
all day and didn't have a very good car in traffic. In the end I was fighting a real tight 
condition and came out of Turn 4 and just pushed right up to the wall. It felt like I hit the 
wall with the right front, and it felt like I grazed it evenly. I moved the car back and forth 
going down the main stretch and it seemed like it was OK. I backed a bit extra going into 
Turn 1, and it just snapped around on me.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “I 
got a little too much push coming out of Turn 2 so I defended Hornish and perhaps went 
in tight. I turned in and obviously there were some cars in front of me. I think I just picked 
up some dirty air and just got loose. Next thing, I'm into the wall, but fortunately I'm all 
right.” 

 
ROBBIE BUHL (No. 24 Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 

Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “I spun out coming out of the pits with cold tires, and it 
was trouble after that. Handling-wise, the car was really good, but we just couldn't finish 
it. We lost the motor, same as on Sarah's car. Chevy and Speedway (Engines) know 
they have some work to do. I couldn't tell if there was a fire or not when the motor let go, 
so I just parked it up in Turn 4 and tried to stay out of the way." 

 
TONY RENNA (No. 32 Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 

Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It’s very satisfying to give Kelley (Racing) their highest 
finish in the ‘500.’ The guys have done a great job all month. Unfortunately, just right 
there at the end we lost our fifth gear, so it made it a little bit difficult to compete in traffic 
the last little bit. I’m really happy with the way things turned out. We just ran a consistent 
race and stayed out of trouble. It was a great time. The guys gave me a great car. We 
just worked at it all race long to develop the car and bring it in. I’m quite pleased with 
where we’re at. It’s my first year here. For my first 500-mile race of my career, to finish 
here in the top 10 solidly, I’m pretty happy.” 
 

A.J. FOYT IV (No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): 
“It was definitely a long day. We had radio problems the whole day and ended up having 
to run these old-style ear things and tape them in. After a couple of hours, those things 
don't feel to good on your ears. It was a long day but I got out there and I learned a ton 
today, and we'll be back next year and we'll be back all season.” (What did you 
grandfather say to you): "During the race, it was real frustrating for the whole time 
because of those ear plugs. I thought I was going to be deaf. I know how the fans feel 
after not having ear plugs the whole day. That what it was like I had it. I'm happy we 
finished. What we came out here to do was get time on the track and experience, so 
we'll be all right." (Did you have any trouble?): "I had incidents. Three times I should 
have crashed, but I didn't. I feel good. I feel lucky and glad we got the experience.” 

 
A.J. FOYT (Team owner, A.J. Foyt Racing): “We just told him to stay out of 

trouble and he had a big handicap with no radios at the beginning. We're not going to 
run without no radio and endanger his life and somebody else's, and that was the big 
problem that got us down. Then after that, we was just trying to finish and give the 
leaders that were racing for the lead – since we were five or six laps down – just get out 
their way and let them go. He ran some laps over (2)20, but the big thing is he got a race 
under his belt and he learned a lot." 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JIMMY KITE (No. 18 Denny Hecker’s Auto Connection 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was a great day. The car was set up pretty good all 
day long. Actually it was awesome. We had a said with a low-budget team and a Chevy 
motor that if we could finish in the top 15 we'd be tickled to death, and we're 13th. For 
us, that's as good as a win. They stuck it out with me for the whole month, and hopefully 
they feel as good about this as I did. It was a long day, but I love being back here.” 
 

GREG RAY (No. 13 TrimSpa Special Panoz G Force/Honda/Firestone): “We 
could do it all day long on our own, but we just weren’t quite good enough in traffic. We 
weren’t a heavy-downforce setup. We didn’t have a super-light downforce setup. We 
were right in between. We were probably better than anybody else on our own, but in 
traffic it was just hard. The three or four cars in front of us we definitely gave them those 
positions by making a little mistake trying to pass somebody else and then somebody 
getting around me. It was just one of those days. We still played it pretty conservative. 
We’re going to keep working hard to build our business program, to build our 
sponsorship to get that spare car so we can be a little bit more aggressive.” 

 
AL UNSER JR. (No. 31 Corteco Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We’ve certainly 

had better days at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, but today my Corteco crew did a 
great job. They got me in and out of the pits really quickly, and we were able to work our 
way up through the field. We thought we had a right rear tire going flat early on in the 
race, so they called me in, and that set us back. But I still couldn’t do a full run wide open 
all the way. I would fall just a little short. But congratulations to Roger and all of Team 
Penske. This is nice for Gil to come back this way. The Corteco team did a nice job, and 
yes, we have a top-10 finish. The Kelley Racing team is a great team, and the Toyota 
engine is a great engine and what else can I say, we hung in there today.” (Thoughts on 
Michael Andretti’s final race): “It’s a shame that Michael didn’t have a better finish today, 
but he will certainly go down in the record books as one of the all-time greatest drivers. 
And I truly don’t think we’ve seen the last of Michael. Indy has a way of drawing people 
back in.” 
 

SAM HORNISH JR. (No. 4 Pennzoil Panther Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): 
“We are not really sure what happened. Toward the end there, the car started to fall off a 
bit. Something in the drivetrain let go. It feels good, though. I know we had a good race 
car all month. I wish we would have been able to finish those last four or five laps. It was 
a heck of a battle all day long going up and down. We had a couple of problems, but the 
team and I, Panther Racing, those guys that worked on the car are awesome. We had a 
good day. It just ended a little too short.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

DAN WHELDON (No. 26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“The start was very good for us. The Klein Tools/Jim Beam car was doing exactly what 
we wanted it to do. Barry Green did a great job with the strategy, and the Klein Tools/Jim 
Beam crew did an excellent job. We did have one set of tires that were vibrating quite 
badly, and that made the car push really bad. We were back in traffic, and that made it 
difficult to pass. It was hard to overtake and what actually happened on the lap of the 
accident was I had a little bit too much understeer behind (Tora) Takagi, and (Sam) 
Hornish got a run on me and I defended. I was low, and I turned in a little too hard and it 
got loose on me, and I didn't quite catch. I think the accident looks more spectacular 
than it really is.  All in all, I think it was a good race, and it is just unfortunate that 
happened at the end.” 
 

JOHN BIDDLECOMBE (Director of Sales, Panoz G Force): “We have won 
Indianapolis in the first year with a new car for the third time today. That is exactly what 
happened when the new chassis regulations began in 1997, 2000 and now this year. We 
always believed we had a very strong car for the race conditions. Qualifying didn't go as 
planned, but having five of the top eight cars at the finish was very pleasing. There is 
obviously a great deal of satisfaction for Gil and the Penske team, especially since they 
switched to our chassis for this weekend. From Don Panoz right down to everybody at 
the factory in Braselton, Georgia - this is a fantastic result. This is America's greatest 
race, and for a car built here in the USA to win this race is fantastic. The car was very 
fast in qualifying last year, but we were unlucky in the race. This year it was the other 
way round. Our aim now is to continue this performance and set our sights on the 
championship. We have now won two of the four races, and there are a couple of tracks 
coming up which will really suit our car. We have been in position to win every race in 
2003, which has covered every track configuration – short ovals, medium ovals and 
super-speedways. Congratulations to all our teams – today is a great reward for all their 
hard work.” 
 

ROGER YASUKAWA (No. 55 Panasonic ARTA Dallara/Honda/Firestone): 
“I’m happy to finish in the top 10. Unless you finish the race, you can never say you’ve 
done the ‘500,’ I guess. This is an intense race. You have to be focused all the time 
because the race is very long. I want to be back here next year and improve myself even 
more.” 
 

SCOTT DIXON (No. 9 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “We had a fuel pickup problem from the start of the race and 
that forced us to pit 10-12 laps earlier than we needed to. If we didn’t have that problem, 
I think that we could have walked away with it. We had a great car, and our lap times 
were faster than the leader on most of the laps. Unfortunately, when we would get closer 
to the leader, we would have to come in early to pit. The spin towards the end of the 
race was my fault. This whole month was a huge experience for me. I never knew that it 
was this big. The atmosphere is awesome, and I can’t wait to get back here next year.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

TOMAS SCHECKTER (No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “It was a pretty good day for us. We led a bunch of laps and 
gave ourselves a chance to win today. Team Target did an unbelievable job all month. 
When I was in the lead, we had a great car. It was difficult to pass if you were behind 
someone. The field here is so close and competitive that any one of us (in the top four or 
five) could have won it at the end. I have to thank all of our team’s sponsors and Toyota 
for giving us the support that it takes for us to run like we did today. Obviously, it would 
have been great to win, but I’m happy with our day.” 

 
FELIPE GIAFFONE (No. 21 Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 

Force/Toyota/Firestone): “That was very disappointing, what happened today. I can’t 
say I was expecting that kind of thing to happen. I think it was some sort of electrical 
problem because the car just lost power. I came in, and we thought we could fix it, but 
when we tried to start the motor, it just wouldn’t turn over. So we pushed the car back to 
the garage and called it a day. I’m first out of the race, and we don’t get many points in 
the championship, so that is our biggest problem with the result today. Fortunately, we 
have many more races to go in the season to score points.” 
 

TORA TAKAGI (No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “I am very happy with this result in my first Indy 500 race. My 
car was always fast this month. I wish I could have finished about two places higher, 
because I think we were capable of finishing at least third. But overall, I am happy with 
being the highest-finishing rookie in the race. That is a great honor. Now I understand 
what everybody was trying to tell me about the Indy 500. It is a very special place and a 
very special race. Not just the race, but all of the nice things than happen before the 
race, all of the traditions. Starting with three cars in each row for the first time was not a 
problem for me. The most challenging thing to do was to make the right decisions about 
what to do on your pit stops because the track was changing all day long. But my 
Pioneer team did a great job with the strategy, and we had a very solid finish.” 
 

ALEX BARRON (No. 20 Meijer Mo Nunn Racing Panoz G 
Force/Toyota/Firestone): “Everyone in the Meijer family is pretty happy with our result, I 
think. Especially when you consider we had a totally flat (left-front) tire for the last 
several laps, we should be happy to just finish in one piece. Sixth place definitely looks 
OK when you start 25th. I was confident all along that we could move to the front, and we 
did. We were definitely within range of the leaders in the closing laps, but we just 
couldn’t go after it with that flat tire. We made a few adjustments to the car along the way 
today, and we ran a good strategy. I’m really happy to have worked with the Meijer/Mo 
Nunn team in the relatively short time that we had together this month. Maybe somehow, 
some way, something will happen that will get me back into a race car some more this 
year. You never know.” 
 



 
 
266 

DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

MORRIS NUNN (Team Owner, Mo Nunn Racing): “Well, for starters, I’m very 
disappointed for Felipe (Giaffone) and the entire Hollywood crew going out on the fourth 
lap. But if you’re going to go out, the first few laps are definitely better than on the last 
lap. That would be cruel. Felipe and the Hollywood team will come back strong and 
hopefully win some races for us. On the other hand, I’m very pleased with Tora’s 
(Takagi) performance for his first time here. He got Indy figured out pretty quickly, and he 
drove faultlessly all month long. It was very difficult to overtake out there today, which 
you saw with a good many of the competitors, but Tora was definitely trying. As for Alex 
(Barron), I’m super-impressed with his performance. We had a crew for him that hasn’t 
had the chance to get into the groove of working race after race, and that might have 
hurt him a little bit. But Alex always was able to make up ground out on the racetrack. He 
finished the race with no air in his left-front tire, and he was still running laps in the 224 
(mph) range. I would just love to be able to put something together that could keep him 
in the series.” 
 

TONY KANAAN (No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We had 
the car, but unfortunately, it looked like nobody could pass anybody. We had fast cars. 
Gil (de Ferran) was fast and Helio (Castroneves) was fast, but no, I don't think I could 
pass them. When I saw Michael (Andretti) leading, I knew his car was good, and I 
thought it was his day. When I saw him come into the pits, I was really upset. Then I 
said, 'Well it's up to me.' I tried my best. The whole 7-Eleven team did a great job. A 
month ago, we had no idea if I'd be able to make this race, and they worked hard. The 
whole team worked as a family to put this thing together, and we did have the car to do 
it, but I wasn't able to pass Gil and Helio. We had a fast car, but we'll take third.” 
 

JAQUES LAZIER (No. 2 Menards/Johns Manville 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was an accomplishment to be here this month, 
especially since I broke my back last year. I am just extremely upset for everybody at 
Johns Manville/Team Menard. We had a good car for the race. The first yellow nailed us 
wrong, but we were able to stay on the lead lap. We got the car working well. I was just 
biding my time. I got a good run on the restart going into Turn 2. I saw Richie Hearn go 
up in the marbles. He got chopped pretty good. That was enough to really upset my car. 
It was a chain reaction with everybody else stomping on the brakes. I had to get on it 
really hard right in the middle of a corner. It was just enough to upset the car and spin it 
around.” 
 

BUDDY RICE (No. 52 Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “It was an exciting race. I am glad we finished. To be the 
top Chevrolet finisher is a good thing. Without that one little miss, we would have had a 
top-10 finish, no problem. That one little electronic gremlin caught us out a little today, 
and we got behind at the midway point of the race. That's what it is all about. I will be 
able to come back here next year with all the experience I have gained. I thought 
finishing 500 miles would be a lot more physical than what it was. This place is special 
but demanding because of the way the car is trimmed out. This Indy is special because I 
did it with a team, Cheever Racing, that I really wanted to be here with and with a 
sponsor, Red Bull, that has helped me since day one. It was a great benefit to have 
Eddie (Cheever Jr.), with his years of experience, available to help guide me through my 
rookie year here at Indy.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

VITOR MEIRA (No. 22 Metabolife/Johns Manville/Menards 
Dallara/Chevrolet/Firestone): “The Indy 500 was longer and harder than I ever 
expected. I am really happy to be here at the finish. It's a long race. You see everything 
out there. You see slow parts, you see really scary parts. I am glad to be part of the 
Indianapolis 500. It is amazing to be surrounded by all these fans and this excitement. 
My whole day began two weeks ago when we first ran the car on track. It finished today. 
I want to thank everyone that helped me: Team Menard, Johns Manville, Metabolife. We 
finished the race today, which was our main goal. The guys on this team are winners. 
They deserve to finish first, but right now we are just working hard to do our best.” 

 
EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (Owner, Red Bull Cheever Racing): “It was a great 

Indianapolis for the Red Bull team. We made the most of what we had this month. The 
Chevrolet engine was reliable, thanks to Menard engines. We are a bit down on 
horsepower, but I am sure that we will be back here with a vengeance. Buddy (Rice) and 
the crew did a very good job. We had a few problems with electronics in the middle of 
the race, and we lost a lap because of that. Then we were set back by a yellow where 
the pits were closed, but we just didn't have enough fuel to stay out. But the team 
recovered like professionals, and Buddy brought the car home in one piece. This was a 
good lesson for Buddy. He now knows what the Indy 500 is all about. This race is one of 
the most difficult races to finish. The fact that he finished and stayed out of trouble will 
help him for the rest of this season and when he returns to Indy next year. I'm glad we 
finished today.” 
 

KENNY BRACK (No. 15 Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “We had a good car today, but we lost first gear on first pit 
stop. We stalled on a several pit stops today. It was due to the idle on the engine being a 
little too high. When I came in on the first stop, I didn't know we had the problem when 
we first came in and it stalled. So I had to rev the engine way too much and we clicked 
off the gear. After that, I had to leave the pits in second gear. Later (on Lap 128) the 
gearbox locked up, and we had to change all of the gears in the car. That cost us four 
laps. Who knows what would have happened today? We had one of the fastest cars in 
the middle of the race, but it doesn't mean anything if you can't be up front with the 
leaders. It's tough when you think you have a car to win and things go wrong at the 
beginning of the race. We fought hard to get back into the top 10 (from 19th to ninth), but 
when we had to change all of the gears, it was time just to collect points and stay out of 
the leaders’ way.” 
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DAY 15 – SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2003 – RACE DAY (cont.): 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES (cont.): 
 

JIMMY VASSER (No. 19 Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone): “The gearbox has a big hole in it, and we still aren't sure 
why. The car just popped out of fifth gear while I was running, and then the whole thing 
exploded. I really didn't have any warning other than that they had told me that Kenny 
(teammate Brack) had lost first gear. I tried to be careful with the gearbox, but it just 
wasn't to be. It was tough for us to get into a flow today. I kept coming up on a couple of 
cars that were way off the pace, and it seemed like it was my fate that I'd always come 
up on them when they were way off the pace in the corners. That really hurt my 
momentum. The Argent car was pretty good today, and I am still having a hard time 
believing that I am standing here right now. Team Rahal did a great job and gave me a 
car that was capable of winning, and it is really unfortunate that it has to end like this.” 
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DE FERRAN TAKES TURN AS TOP PENSKE POWERHOUSE AT INDY 
Castroneves falls just short of teammate in bid for historic ‘three-peat’ 

 
 INDIANAPOLIS, Sunday, May 25, 2003 – Gil de Ferran continued Marlboro 
Team Penske’s recent domination of the Indianapolis 500, edging teammate Helio 
Castroneves by .2990 of a second to win May 25 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
 It was de Ferran’s first victory in the “Greatest Spectacle in Racing,” and it 
denied Castroneves’ chance to become the first driver to win three consecutive 
Indianapolis 500s. 

“I’ll tell you, it’s hard to describe in words what I’m feeling right now,” de Ferran 
said. “It’s just unbelievable for me. You always dream of winning a race like this. Words 
escape me right now.” 

De Ferran, 35, from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., averaged 156.291 mph in the No. 6 
Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. His victory – the third of his 
IRL IndyCar™ Series career and first this season – came just eight weeks after he 
suffered a lower back fracture and a concussion in the Purex Dial Indy 200 on March 23 
at Phoenix. 

The scintillating finish was the third closest in Indianapolis 500 history and 
continued an impressive streak of success at Indianapolis by the team owned by Roger 
Penske. 

A Penske driver has won every year the team has qualified a car in the race 
since 1993. Emerson Fittipaldi won in 1993 and Al Unser Jr. in 1994. Castroneves won 
in 2001 and 2002. No Penske cars qualified in 1995, and the team didn’t participate in 
the race from 1996-2000. 
 Tony Kanaan finished third today in the No. 11 Team 7-Eleven 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone, just 1.2475 seconds behind de Ferran in the closest 1-2-3 
finish in Indy 500 history. 
 The tight finish was set up by a late caution period that included a crash and a 
bizarre twist. 
 Rookie Dan Wheldon crashed after losing control in Turn 3 on Lap 187. His No. 
26 Klein Tools/Jim Beam Dallara/Honda/Firestone hit the SAFER Barrier and turned 
upside down before sliding to a stop in Turn 4. Wheldon was unhurt. 
 The field was under caution when rookie Scott Dixon hit the inside retaining wall 
on the front straightaway while running ninth on Lap 191. Dixon was weaving in his No. 9 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone, trying to keep his tires 
warm, when the car brushed the inside wall on the front straight and then turned hard 
into the inside wall. Dixon was unhurt. 
 That incident extended the caution period until a Lap 194 restart with de Ferran 
and MBNA Pole winner Castroneves in the first and second positions, respectively, at 
the start of the six-lap shootout for the victory. 
 Castroneves pulled to within .2610 of a second of de Ferran after Lap 195, but 
it was the closest he would get in the No. 3 Marlboro Team Penske 
Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Still, Castroneves kept the pressure on de Ferran, staying 
within three-tenths of a second until the end. 
 But this time it was de Ferran earning a place on the Borg-Warner Trophy in a 
reversal of the 2001 finish, when Castroneves outraced his fellow Brazilian to victory. 
 “We finished one and two, just like we did in 2001, so it’s just incredible,” 
Castroneves said. “I’m a little disappointed, which is part of the game, but I’m actually 
happy because the team is the one that’s winning. 

“Wow, that was so close.” 
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DE FERRAN TAKES TURN AS TOP PENSKE POWERHOUSE AT INDY (cont.): 
 

De Ferran, who started 10th, took the lead for good on Lap 170. He used the 
lapped car of rookie A.J. Foyt IV to box in Castroneves and take the lead on the 
backstretch of the historic 2.5-mile oval. 
 But it wasn’t easy. De Ferran never led by more than one-half second over 
Castroneves during a green-flag lap for the rest of the race. De Ferran hung on to deliver 
Toyota its first victory at Indianapolis. 

It was the first time Castroneves has been defeated in an Indianapolis 500. He 
won in his first two starts. His finishes of first, first and second, respectively, are the best 
three initial finishes by a driver in Indy 500 history. 

“I tried, but Gil did it, so let’s go celebrate anyway,” Castroneves said. 
“Unfortunately, it wasn’t my day. Excellent result for Team Penske. What a result. So 
close to being there, but I cannot be disappointed. This month has been amazing, 
starting from the pole position and finishing second here.” 
 While Castroneves missed his chance for a historic “three-peat,” team owner 
Penske became the second owner to win the race three straight times. Lou Moore won 
three consecutive races in 1947-49 with Mauri Rose in 1947-48 and Bill Holland in 1949. 
This was Penske’s 13th victory at Indy, extending his event record. 
 Tomas Scheckter led the most laps, 63, in the No. 10 Target Chip Ganassi 
Racing Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. It was the second straight year Scheckter was 
the top lap leader, but he finished fourth. 
 Tora Takagi rounded out the top five in the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing 
Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone. He was the top finishing rookie, leading three rookies 
in the top 10. 
 Rookie A.J. Foyt IV, grandson of four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt, 
finished 18th in the No. 14 Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Toyota/Firestone. Foyt 
turned 19 today and is the youngest starter in the history of the race. 
 Michael Andretti placed 27th in the No. 7 Team 7-Eleven 
Dallara/Honda/Firestone in his final start as a driver. Andretti dropped out after 94 of 200 
laps with throttle-linkage problems after leading twice for 28 laps. 

“I just lost power,” Andretti said. “I’m disappointed, yes, but happy, too. I really 
appreciate all the support of everybody out there all these years. You know, it just wasn’t 
meant to be. Maybe it's meant to be as an owner.” 

Andretti now will focus on his role as co-owner of Andretti Green Racing, which 
fields cars in the IndyCar Series for Kanaan, Wheldon and Dario Franchitti. 

Robby Gordon finished 22nd in the first leg of his “daily double” in the No. 27 
Archipelago/Motorola Dallara/Honda/Firestone. He dropped out after 169 laps with 
gearbox problems and then flew to Charlotte, N.C., to drive in the NASCAR Coca-Cola 
600. 
 The next IndyCar Series race is the Bombardier 500 on June 7 at Texas Motor 
Speedway. It’s the first of three night races on the 16-event schedule this season. 
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POSITION BY DRIVER AT 10-LAP INTERVALS 
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Richie Hearn 28 31 28 8 8 8 7 19 28 28 28

2 Jaques Lazier 20 18 16 21 23 20 25 24 29 29 29
5 Shigeaki Hattori
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23 Sarah Fisher
 

24 28 27 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31
98 Billy Boat 29 29 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32
21 Felipe Giaffone 16 16 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33

 
Race Average Speed:                      208.462      114.950      144.106       145.088        148.996 
                176.0202 129.250    154.862   142.224   154.719 
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POSITION BY DRIVER AT 10-LAP INTERVALS (cont.): 
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9 7 8 7 7 7 6 10 9 8 7 Tony Renna

 13 11 11 11 11 13 11 12 12 10 7 Greg Ray
14 13 14 10 10 11 12 13 13 11 9 Al Unser Jr.
17 16 16 15

18
15 15 15 14 14 12

13
10 Roger Yasukawa

 21 18 18 17 17 17 16 15 11 Buddy Rice
18 20 19 17 18 18 18 15 16 14 12 Vitor Meira
22 21 21 20 19 19

20
19 19 17 15 13 Jimmy Kite

23 22 22 21 20 20 20 18 17 14 Shinji Nakano
10 14 13 13 12 10 9 7 7 6 15 Sam Hornish Jr.

 16 15
12

15 19 21 21 21 21 19 18 16 Kenny Brack
 7 12 6 6 6 14 5 10 7 17 Scott Dixon

27 26 25 25 23 23 22 22 22 20 18 A.J. Foyt IV
6 5 5 12 13 12 10 8 6 16 19 Dan Wheldon

 11 9 10 8 9 9 8 9 8 19 20 Scott Sharp
19 19 20 16 16 16 16 18 20 21 21 Buddy Lazier
15 10

24
9 14 14 14 13 17 21 22 22 Robby Gordon

 25 24 24 22 22 23 23 23 23 23 Robbie Buhl
 20 17 17 22

23
24 24 24 24 24 24 24 Airton Dare

24 23 23 25
26

25 25 25 25 25 25 Robby McGehee
 1 25 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 Jimmy Vasser

26 27 27 27 27 27 27 27 27 27 27 Michael Andretti
 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 Richie Hearn

29 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 Jaques Lazier
30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 Shigeaki Hattori

 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 Sarah Fisher
 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 Billy Boat

33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 Felipe Giaffone
 
158.403    157.708          154.058            160.298      162.058             156.291 
          153.660           155.896      157.323             162.241  157.088
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POSITION BY CAR NUMBER AT 10-LAP INTERVALS 
 
 POS            

            
         
           
    6   
  26          
          
       
           
        
          
           
         
           
       
          
          
           
           
      
         
          
        
            
          
        54    
        
             
           
         
             
             
            
            

Driver Car
 

1 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
1 Helio Castroneves

 
3 3 3 9 9 7 11 7 10

 
10

 
10

 2 Tony Kanaan 11 11 26 41
 

7 11 19
 

3 3 3 3
3 Robby Gordon

 
27

 
27 15 7 41 19 3 10

 
7 7 6

4 Scott Dixon 9 26 12 27 11 27
 

10 6 6 7
5 Dan Wheldon

 
15 9 11 19 3 32

 
12

 
12 12 12

6
7

Kenny Brack
 

15
12 

12
 

11
 

32 27 32 6 8 26
 

26
 

26
Tora Takagi 9 8 19 32 10 99

 
31 8 8 32

 8 Tony Renna
 

32
 

7 10 99 99
 

99
 

7 26 20 20
 

8
9 Scott Sharp 8 8 27

 
18

 
3 6 12

 
20 31 9 20

10 Gil de Ferran 6 6 6 3 31
 

12 8 55 32
 

32 13
11 Roger Yasukawa 55 32 7 31 6 31

 
26

 
32
9 

9 13 11
 12 Tomas Scheckter

Michael Andretti 
10

 
10 31 26 26 4 4 13 11 4

13 7 55 55
 

12
 

18 26
 

27 13
 

55
 

15
 

15
14 Greg Ray 13 13 4 8 10 8 31 4 4 4 55
15 Shinji Nakano 54 31 13

 
10

 
12

 
20 20 52 11 55 27

16 Felipe Giaffone
 

21 21
 

2 6 4 55 22 15 15 19 19
17 Al Unser Jr. 31

 
4 32 15

 
8 15 15 11 52 27 41

18 Sam Hornish Jr.
 

4 2 91 4 20 91 91 19 19 41 22
19 Buddy Rice 52

2 
91 52 55 15 22

 
55 99 41 22 52 

20 Jaques Lazier
 

54 20 52
 

55 2 13 91 27 52 91
 21 Buddy Lazier

Robbie Buhl 
91 52 22

 
2 91 13 52 27 91 91 9

22 24 14 5 91 22
 

52 24 41 22 31
54

31
23 A.J. Foyt IV 14 20

24 
41 24 2 24 54

 
22

 
54 54

24 Sarah Fisher
 

23 24 20 13 54 9 2 18 18 18
25 Alex Barron

 
20 22

 
54 22 52 44 2 44 44 44

26 Vitor Meira 22 5 19 13 24 41 44 18 24 24 24
27 Jimmy Vasser

 
19 19 23 54 54 14

 
41 44 14 14 14

28 Richie Hearn
 

99 23 99 14 44 9 18 24 99
 

99
 

99
 29 Billy Boat 98 98 18 44 14 18 14 14 2 2 2

30 Shigeaki Hattori 5 41 44 5
23

5 5 5 5 5 5
23

5
31 Robby McGehee

 
44 99 14 23 23 23 23 23 23

32 Jimmy Kite
Airton Dare 

18 18 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 98
33 41 44 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21

 
Race Average Speed:          208.462       114.950        144.106      145.088       148.996 
                   176.020  129.250       154.862       142.224       154.719 
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POSITION BY CAR NUMBER AT 10-LAP INTERVALS (cont.): 
 
100          

            
           s 

            
            
          
            
            
           
            

            
           
            
            
            
            
           
           
            
            
           
            
          
           
           
            

           
            
         
            
            
           
           
            

110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190 200 Driver
19 10 10 3 3 3 3 6 6 6 6 Gil de Ferran

Helio Castroneve10 3 3 10 6 6 6 3 3 3 3
3 6 6 6 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 Tony Kanaan
6 11 11 11 10 10 10

12 
10 10 10 10 Tomas Scheckter

 12 26 26 12 12 12 9 12 12 12 Tora Takagi
26 12 12 9 9 9 32 12 26 4 20 Alex Barron
9 32 20 32 32 32 20 4 4

8
9 32 Tony Renna

 11 20
8

32 8 20 20 8 26 32 13 Greg Ray
32 27 20 8 8 4 8 32 20 31 Al Unser Jr.
4 27 8 31 31 4 26 32 9 13 55 Roger Yasukawa

 8 13 13 13 13
4

31 13 20 20 31 52 Buddy Rice
20 9 9 26 26 31 13 13 55 22 Vitor Meira
13 31 4 4 26 13

27
27 31 31 52 18 Jimmy Kite

31 4 31 27 27 9 55 55 22 54 Shinji Nakano
27 15 15 55 55 55 55 22 52 18 4 Sam Hornish Jr.

 15 55 55 91 91 91 91 52 22 26 15 Kenny Brack
 55 41

52
41 22

52
52 52 52 27 18 54 9 Scott Dixon

22 52 22 22 22 91 54 15 14 A.J. Foyt IV
91 91 22 15 18 18 18 18 15 8 26 Dan Wheldon

 41 22
18

91 18 54 54 54 54 91 14
91

8 Scott Sharp
52 18 54 15 15 15 15 27 91 Buddy Lazier
18 54

44
54 41 24 24 14 14 14 27 27 Robby Gordon

 54 44 44 14 14 24 24 24 24 24 Robbie Buhl
 44 24 24 24

14
41 41 41 41 41 41 41 Airton Dare

Robby McGehee24
7 

19 14 44 44 44 44 44 44 44
14 19

7
19 19

7
19 19 19 19 19 19 Jimmy Vasser

14 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 Michael Andretti
 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 Richie Hearn

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 Jaques Lazier
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 Shigeaki Hattori

 23 23 23 23 23 23 23 23 23 23 23 Sarah Fisher
 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 98 Billy Boat

21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 Felipe Giaffone
 
158.403        157.708           154.058            160.298      162.058           156.291 
          153.660           155.896     157.323            162.241 157.088
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DE FERRAN EARNS $1.35 MILLION FOR HARD-FOUGHT INDY 500 WIN 
Record $10.1-million purse awarded to field; Takagi named Rookie of the Year 

 

 

INDIANAPOLIS, Monday, May 26, 2003 – Gil de Ferran, 2003 Indianapolis 
500-Mile Race winner, earned $1,353,265 for his victory May 25 in the 87th running of 
“The Greatest Spectacle in Racing,” according to unofficial prize figures announced May 
26 at the Indianapolis 500 Victory Celebration. 

De Ferran’s winnings were part of a record event purse totaling $10,151,830, 
which is comprised of Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Indy Racing League awards, 
and other designated awards. 

The previous record event purse was awarded in 2002, when the Speedway 
presented the 33 drivers and teams of the starting field with $10,028,580, the first time 
the purse surpassed the $10-million mark. 

De Ferran, a 35-year-old native of Brazil and resident of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
won the “500” in the No. 6 Marlboro Team Penske Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone after 
taking the lead on Lap 170. Despite intense late-race pressure from Marlboro Team 
Penske teammate Helio Castroneves and Andretti Green Racing driver Tony Kanaan, 
especially on two late-race restarts, de Ferran consistently turned laps in the 225-mph 
range to hold off his challengers and win his first Indianapolis 500. The average speed 
for the race was 156.291 mph. 

The 2003 Indianapolis 500 finish was the closet 1-2-3 finish in event history, 
with de Ferran beating third-place Kanaan to the line by only 1.2475 seconds. 
Castroneves flashed across the start-finish line only .2990 of a second behind de Ferran, 
the third-closest margin among the top-two finishers in Indianapolis 500 history. 

Castroneves won $739,665 for his runner-up performance in the No. 3 Marlboro 
Team Penske Dallara/Toyota/Firestone, which included $100,000 for winning the MBNA 
Pole Award. He fell just short of becoming the first driver to win the Indianapolis 500 
three consecutive times. 

Kanaan, driver of the No. 11 Team 7-Eleven Dallara/Honda/Firestone, took 
home $486,465. 

Japanese driver Tora Takagi, driver of the No. 12 Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing 
Panoz G Force/Toyota/Firestone, earned the Bank One Rookie of the Year Award and 
$25,000 for his fifth-place finish. Takagi was not only the highest-finishing rookie but also 
qualified an impressive seventh for the race. 

1996 Indianapolis 500 winner Buddy Lazier was awarded the Scott Brayton 
Driver’s Trophy, presented since 1997 to the driver who exemplifies the character and 
racing spirit of the late Scott Brayton. 

Highlights from the Victory Celebration will be telecast at 8:30 p.m. (EDT) May 
27 on ESPN2. The 88th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race is scheduled to start at 11 a.m. 
(EST) May 30, 2004. 
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QUALIFYING AWARDS 
 

MBNA Pole Award -- $100,000 
MBNA America Bank 
#3 Helio Castroneves 

 
Sony Disc Manufacturing/DADC “Survivor” Award -- $20,000 

Plus Sony Big Screen TV, Sony DVD Player and Sony Surround Sound System 
Awarded to the team that survives Bump Day. 

#41 Airton Dare 
 

Miller Lite “Inside Track” Award -- $16,500 
MILLER LITE 

$1,500 to starters on the inside of each row 
#27 Robby Gordon, #15 Kenny Brack, #8 Scott Sharp, #10 Tomas Scheckter 
#54 Shinji Nakano, #4 Sam Hornish Jr., #91 Buddy Lazier, #24 Sarah Fisher 

#19 Jimmy Vasser, #5 Shigeaki Hattori, #41 Airton Dare 
 

Gregory & Appel, Inc. “Youngest Starting Driver” Award -- $5,000 
GREGORY & APPEL, INC. 

#14 A.J. Foyt IV 
 

American Dairy Association “Fastest Qualifying Rookie” Award -- $5,000 
AMERICAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION 

#9 Scott Dixon 
 

Essex Credit “Most Consistent Rookie Qualifier” Award -- $5,000 
Awarded to the rookie driver with the most consistent qualifying laps. 

ESSEX CREDIT 
 

Buildings To Go “Most Consistent Qualifier” Award -- $5,000 
Awarded to the driver with the most consistent qualifying laps. 

#44 Robby McGehee 
 

Grady Brothers “Fastest Second Day Qualifier” Award -- $5,000 
T.P. DONOVAN INVESTMENTS 

 
TORO 

A Toro tractor to the MBNA pole winner 
#3 Helio Castroneves 

 
Snap-On/Championship Assoc. of Mechanics “Top Wrench” Award -- $5,000 

Recognizes mechanical excellence by a chief mechanic during practice and qualifying. 
SNAP-ON TOOLS/CAM 

Rick Rinaman 
 

Mi-Jack “Top Performance” Award -- $5,000 
Awarded to driver recording the fastest single qualifying lap. 

MI-JACK PRODUCTS 
 #3 Helio Castroneves
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PRACTICE AWARD 
 

Argent Mortgage Company “Fastest Lap of the Day” Award -- $25,000 
$2,500 awarded to driver recording the fastest lap on each practice day 

ARGENT MORTGAGE COMPANY 
#12 Tora Takagi, #20 Alex Barron, #15 Kenny Brack, #9 Scott Dixon 

#26 Dan Wheldon, #8 Scott Sharp, #27 Robby Gordon 
 
 

RACE DAY AWARDS 

 

 
CAR AWARD 

2003 Chevy SSR 
Awarded to the race winner. 

Gil de Ferran 

MAURICE LACROIX “TOMORROW’S 
CLASSICS” AWARD 

$10,000 Maurice Lacroix 
Limited edition 18-karat rose-gold 

masterpiece Indy 500 flyback annuaire. 
Awarded to the race winner. 

Gil de Ferran 
 

BORG-WARNER TROPHY AWARD 
$130,000 plus trophy replica 

$20,000 bonus if the 2002 winner 
repeats victory; $50,000 if Helio 

Castroneves three-peats. 
($20,000 added each year until a back-

to-back win is recorded) 
Borg-Warner Automotive, Inc. 

Gil de Ferran 
 

MILLER-EADS “FASTEST LAP” 
AWARD 

$10,000 - Miller-Eads Co. Inc. 
Awarded to the driver who records the 

fastest lap time during the race. 
Tony Kanaan 

 
 

CHECKERS/RALLY’S PIT STOP 
CHALLENGE 

$80,000 – Checkers/Rally’s 
Red Bull Cheever Racing -- $30,000 

 

NATIONAL CITY BANK “CHECKERED 
FLAG” AWARD 

$10,000 – National City Bank, Indiana 
Awarded to the race winner. 

Gil de Ferran 
 

MARLBORO “LAP LEADER” AWARD 
$50,000 Philip Morris U.S.A. 

Awarded to the driver who leads the 
most laps. 

Tomas Scheckter 
 

UNION PLANTERS BANK “LEADERS 
CIRCLE” AWARD 

$10,000 – Union Planters Bank 
Awarded to the driver who leads the 

most laps. 
Tomas Scheckter 

 
MCI “LONG DISTANCE” AWARD 

$45,000 – MCI 
Awarded to the driver who improves the 

most number of positions. 
Alex Barron 

 

CLARIAN HEALTH PARTNERS 
“FASTEST LAP” AWARD 

$8,500 – Clarian Health Partners 
Awarded to the driver with the fastest 

lap. 
Tony Kanaan 
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RACE DAY AWARDS 
 

BANK ONE INDIANAPOLIS ROOKIE 
OF THE YEAR AWARD 

$25,000 – Bank One, Indianapolis 
Tora Takagi 

 

LINCOLN ELECTRIC “HARD 
CHARGER” AWARD 

$7,500 – Lincoln Electric 
Awarded to the lowest qualifier to lead 

the race. 
Jimmy Vasser 

 
SCOTT BRAYTON DRIVERS TROPHY 

$25,000 
Awarded to the driver who most 

exemplifies the attitude, spirit and 
competitive drive of Scott Brayton. 

Buddy Lazier 
 

AMERICAN DAIRY AWARDS 
$5,500 – American Dairy 

$5,000 to winning driver, $500 to winning 
chief mechanic. 

Gil de Ferran 
Matt Jonsson 

BOMBARDIER “QUICK START” 
AWARD 

$25,000 – Bombardier 
Awarded to the driver who records the 

fastest lap during the first 50 laps. 
Scott Dixon 

 

CLINT BRAWNER MECHANICAL 
EXCELLENCE AWARD 

$5,000 – Clint Brawner Foundation 
Awarded to the chief mechanic who 

exhibits great mechanical excellence. 
Dan Miller 

FIRESTONE “PERFORMANCE” 
AWARD 

$20,000 – Firestone 
Awarded to the driver who leads Lap 75 

using Firestone tires. 
Tomas Scheckter 

 

DANA BRAKE & 
CHASSIS/RAYBESTOS “SAFETY IN 

SPEED” AWARD 
$5,000 – Dana Brake & 

Chassis/Raybestos 
Awarded to the car owner of the race 

winner. 
Roger Penske 

 
C & R RACING TRUE GRIT AWARD 

(Sponsored in part by Visteon Climate 
Control) 

$10,000 – C & R Racing, Inc. 
Awarded to the mechanic that 

exemplifies outstanding achievement 
and excellence in preparation and 

management. 
Rick Long 

MEDICAL CODING SERVICES 
AWARD 

$5,000 – Medical Coding Services 
Awarded to the race winner. 

Gil de Ferran 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTORSPORTS SPARES 
INTERNATIONAL “PERSISTENCE 

PAYS” AWARD 
$5,000 – Motorsports Spares 

International 
Awarded to the highest finishing last day 

qualifier 
Alex Barron 

 

SUMMIT CONSTRUCTION “QUALITY 
FINISH” AWARD 

$5,000 – Summit Construction 
$1,000 awarded to the top five finishers. 

Gil de Ferran, Helio Castroneves, 
Tony Kanaan, Tomas Scheckter, 

Tora Takagi 
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RACE DAY AWARDS 
 

RUNAWAY APARTMENTS 
“RUNAWAY” AWARD 

$5,000 – Flaherty & Collins 
Awarded to the most improved rookie by 

Lap 100. 
Vitor Meira 

 

SANDSTONE GROUP “LEADER AT 
HALFWAY” AWARD 

$5,000 – Sandstone Group 
Awarded to the race leader at Lap 100. 

Jimmy Vasser 

CONTINGENCY AWARDS 
 

CHEVROLET MOTOR 
DIVISION 
$60,000 

 

KLOTZ SPECIAL 
FORMULA PRODUCTS 

$6,000 

HYPERCO, INC. 
$5,000 

ROBERT BOSCH CORP. 
$27,500 

BELL RACING 
$5,250 

IDEAL DIVISION/STANT 
CORP. 
$5,000 

 
EXXON MOBIL 

$15,000 
EARL’S INDY 

$5,000 
CREATIVE 

COMMUNICATIONS 
$5,000 

 
EMGE TEAM SIMPSON 

RACING 
$10,000 

SWE RACE CAR PARTS 
$5,000 

IDEAL DIVISION/STANT 
MANUFACTURING INC. 

$5,000 
 EMCO GEARS, INC. 

$5,000 
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COMPLETE PRIZE FUND FOR THE 2003 INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE 
 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ............................................$9,000,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Leaders)..............................................90,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................10,080.00 
Designated Awards..................................................................................1,051,750.00 
 
TOTAL.................................................................................................$10,151,830.00 
 
Aearo Company 
American Dairy Associat

$10,000.00 Maurice LaCroix USA 10,000.00 
ion 

 
 

  
  

  
  

22,500.00 
25,000.00 

MBNA America Bank 100,000.00 
Argent Mortgage MCI 45,000.00 
Bank One 25,000.00 Medical Coding Services 5,000.00 
Bell Racing Company 5,250.00 Mi-Jack Products, Inc. 5,000.00 
Bombardier Aerospace 25,000.00 Miller-Eads Co., Inc. 10,000.00 
Borg Warner Inc. 130,000.00 Monarch Beverage Company 

Motorsports Spares Int’l, Inc. 
26,500.00 

Buildings To Go 5,000.00 5,000.00 
C & R Racing & Stoops Freightliner 

 
10,000.00 National City Bank of Indiana 

  
10,000.00 

Checkers/Rally’s 80,000.00 Other 22,500.00
Clarian Health Partners 18,500.00 Philip Morris USA 50,000.00 
Clint Brawner Foundation 5,000.00 Robert Bosch Corporation 22,500.00 
Creative Communications 5,000.00 Sandstone Group 5,000.00 
Dana Brake & Chassis/Raybestos 5,000.00 Scott Brayton Award 25,000.00 
Earl’s Indy 5,000.00 Simpson Performance Products 10,000.00 
EDS 10,000.00 Snap-On Logistics Company 5,000.00 
Emco Gears, Inc. 5,000.00 Sony Disc Manufacturing 20,000.00 
Emge Foods, LLC 10,000.00 Stant Manufacturing, Inc. 5,000.00 
Essex Credit 5,000.00 Stutz Business Center 10,000.00 
ExxonMobil 15,000.00 Summit Construction Company 5,000.00 
Firestone 30,000.00 SWE Race Car Parts/McKenzie 5,000.00 
Flaherty & Collins 5,000.00 Union Planters Bank

 
10,000.00

General Piping Inc. 5,000.00
5,000.00 

Vision Concepts 10,000.00
Grady Brothers Construction Waste Management 

 
10,000.00 

Graphics Arts Center 10,000.00 Xtrac Limited
  

5,000.00
Great Lakes Chemical Corporation 20,000.00
Gregory & Appel Insurance 5,000.00   
Haverstick Consulting 10,000.00   
Herff Jones, Inc. 20,000.00   
Hyperco, Inc. 5,000.00   
Ideal Division 5,000.00   
IKON Office Solutions 10,000.00   
Indiana Lumbermens Mutual Insurance 10,000.00   
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp. 6,500.00   
International Truck & Engine 10,000.00   

 Klotz Special Formula Products 5,000.00  
Lincoln Electric Company 7,500.00   
Marriott Hotel 5,000.00   
Marsh Supermarkets, Inc. 10,000.00   
Marsh USA 10,000.00 TOTAL DESIGNATED AWARDS $1,051,750.00 
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FIRST PLACE 
 

Driver: Gil de Ferran  
Car Name: Marlboro Team Penske 
Entrant: Marlboro Team Penske 
Crew Chief: Matt Jonsson 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ............................................1,089,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)...............................................13,950.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards...................................................................................250,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes .................................................$ 1,353,265.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp. – Tony Foyt Award ..............................6,000.00 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp. – Sid Collins Award ................................500.00 
500 Club .......................................................................................................6,000.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Winning Driver................................5,000.00 
American Dairy Association – Winning Chief Mechanic ..................................500.00 
Borg Warner – Indianapolis 500 Winner ...................................................130,000.00 
Dana Brake & Chassis/Raybestos – Safety-in-Speed Award .......................5,000.00 
Emge Foods, LLC – Entrant of Winning Driver...........................................10,000.00 
ExxonMobil – First Place ............................................................................15,000.00 
General Piping – General Piping Award .......................................................5,000.00 
Herff Jones – Indianapolis 500 Winner .......................................................20,000.00 
Marriott Hotel – WLS Marriott .......................................................................5,000.00 
Medical Coding Services – Medical Coding Services Award........................5,000.00 

 National City Bank of Indiana – Checkered Flag Award .............................10,000.00
Robert Bosch Corporation – 1st Place.........................................................15,000.00 

 Simpson Performance Products – 1st Highest Finisher w/ helmet ................1,000.00
Simpson Performance Products – Highest Finisher w/ firesuit .....................1,000.00 
Summit Construction Company – Quality Finish Award ...............................1,000.00 
Highest Finisher............................................................................................7,500.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes..........................................$ 250,000.00 
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SECOND PLACE 
 

Driver: Helio Castroneves 
Car Name: Marlboro Team Penske 
Entrant: Marlboro Team Penske 
Crew Chief: Rick Rinaman 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................566,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)...............................................26,100.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards...................................................................................147,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 739,665.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 2nd place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop..............................15,000.00
Snap-On Logistics Company – Top Wrench Award......................................5,000.00 

 

 
 
 
 

500 Club .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
MBNA America Bank – MBNA Pole Award ..............................................100,000.00 
Mi-Jack Products – Mi-Jack Top Performance Award ..................................5,000.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 

 Bell Racing Company – Highest Finishing Car .............................................2,500.00
Robert Bosch Corporation – 2nd Place..........................................................7,500.00
Simpson Performance Products – 2nd Highest Finisher w/ firesuit................1,000.00
Summit Construction Company – Quality Finish Award ...............................1,000.00
2nd Highest Finisher ......................................................................................3,000.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes.........................................$  147,250.00 
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THIRD PLACE 
 
Driver: Tony Kanaan 
Car Name: Team 7-Eleven 
Entrant: Andretti Green Racing 
Crew Chief: Jeff Simon 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................433,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)....................................................900.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................52,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 486,465.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 4th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................5,500.00
500 Club .....................................................................................................5,750.00 

 

 
 

 

Clarian Health Partners – Fastest Lap Award...............................................8,500.00
Earl’s Indy – 1st in Service Award .................................................................5,000.00
Emco Gears – Gearing for the Future...........................................................5,000.00 
Hyperco, Inc. – Highest Finishing Position ...................................................1,000.00 
Ideal Division – Highest Finishing Position ...................................................2,000.00 
Klotz Special Formula Products – Highest Finisher w/decal.........................1,000.00 
Miller-Eads Co. – Fastest Lap Award .........................................................10,000.00 
Stant Manufacturing, Inc. – Highest Finisher ................................................2,500.00 

 Summit Construction Company – Quality Finish Award ...............................1,000.00
Xtrac Limited – 1st Place ...............................................................................5,000.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  52,250.00 
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FOURTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Tomas Scheckter 
Car Name: Target Chip Ganassi Racing 
Entrant: Target Chip Ganassi Racing 
Crew Chief: Dave Higuera 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................327,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)...............................................28,350.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................92,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 448,415.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 6th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................4,000.00 

 

500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 
Firestone – Leader at Lap 75......................................................................20,000.00 
Philip Morris USA – Marlboro Lap Leader Award .......................................50,000.00 

 Summit Construction Company – Quality Finish Award ...............................1,000.00
3rd Highest Finisher.......................................................................................2,000.00
Union Planters Bank – Leaders Circle Award.............................................10,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Awards ........................................$  92,750.00 
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FIFTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Tora Takagi (R) 
Car Name: Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing 
Entrant: Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing 
Crew Chief: Don Lambert 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................315,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)....................................................900.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................47,300.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 363,515.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................7,500.00 
500 Club .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 

 Bank One – Bank One Rookie of the Year .................................................25,000.00
Ideal Division – 2nd Highest Finishing Position.................................................800.00 

 Klotz Special Formula Products – 2nd Highest Finisher ...................................500.00
Summit Construction Company – Quality Finish Award ...............................1,000.00 
SWE Race Car Parts/McKenzie – Highest Finisher......................................5,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  47,300.00 
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SIXTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Alex Barron 
Car Name: Meijer Mo Nunn Racing 
Entrant: Meijer Mo Nunn Racing 
Crew Chief: Charles Winkle 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................230,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................66,950.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 297,265.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................2,500.00 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
Grady Brothers Construction – Fastest Second Day Qualifier ......................5,000.00 

 Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00
Bell Racing Company – 2nd Highest Finishing Position ................................1,000.00 

 
 

 
 
 

Ideal Division – 3rd Highest Finishing Position .................................................700.00
Klotz Special Formula Products – 3rd Highest Finisher....................................500.00
MCI – Long Distance Award .......................................................................45,000.00 
Motorsports Spares – Persistence Pays Award............................................5,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  66,950.00 
 
 

SEVENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Tony Renna (R) 
Car Name: Cure Autism Now/HomeMed 
Entrant: Kelley Racing 
Crew Chief: Steve Ritenour 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................196,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................10,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 206,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 

 American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00
Creative Communications – 1st Highest Finisher ..........................................2,500.00
Hyperco – 2nd Highest Finishing Position......................................................1,000.00
Ideal Division – 4th Highest Finishing Position .................................................500.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  10,000.00 
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EIGHTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Greg Ray 
Car Name: TrimSpa Special 
Entrant: Access Motorsports 
Crew Chief: Jamie Nanny 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................288,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................10,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 299.065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Communications – 2nd Highest Finisher .........................................1,000.00
Hyperco – 3rd Highest Finishing Position ......................................................1,000.00
Ideal Division – 5th Highest Finishing Position .................................................500.00
Klotz Special Formula Products – 4th Highest Finisher ....................................500.00
Simpson Performance Products – 3rd Highest Finisher w/ firesuit ................1,000.00
Simpson Performance Products – 2nd Highest Finisher w/ helmet ...............1,000.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  10,750.00 
 

 
NINTH PLACE 

 
Driver: Al Unser Jr. 
Car Name: Corteco 
Entrant: Kelley Racing 
Crew Chief: John Worth 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................281,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................15,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 296,565.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 3rd place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................6,000.00
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00
Creative Communications – 3rd Highest Finisher..........................................1,000.00
Hyperco – 4th Highest Finishing Position ......................................................1,000.00
Ideal Division – 6th Highest Finishing Position .................................................500.00
Simpson Performance Products – 3rd Highest Finisher w/ helmet ................1,000.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  15,250.00 
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TENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Roger Yasukawa (R) 
Car Name: Panasonic ARTA 
Entrant: Fernandez Racing LLC 
Crew Chief: Steve Ragan 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................277,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................11,500.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 288,815.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00 

 Essex Credit – Most Consistent Rookie Qualifier .........................................5,000.00
Klotz Special Formula Products – 5th Highest Finisher ....................................500.00 

ief:

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................273,000.00 

 

 
 

 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  11,500.00 
 
 

ELEVENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Buddy Rice (R) 
Car Name: Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Entrant: Red Bull Cheever Racing 
Crew Ch  David Meehan 
 

Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................50,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 323,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 1st place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ..............................30,000.00
500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 

 Highest Finisher .........................................................................................10,000.00
Hyperco – 5th Highest Finishing Position ......................................................1,000.00
Stant Manufacturing – 2nd Highest Finisher ..................................................1,500.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  50,000.00 
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TWELFTH PLACE 
 
Driver: Vitor Meira (R) 
Car Name: Metabolife/Johns Manville/Menards 
Entrant: Team Menard 
Crew Chief: David Milby 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................180,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................12,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 192,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00 

 Flaherty & Collins – Runaway Bay Apartments Award .................................5,000.00
Stant Manufacturing – 3rd Highest Finisher...................................................1,000.00 

 
 

 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  12,000.00 
 
 

THIRTEENTH PLACE 
 
Driver: Jimmy Kite 
Car Name: Denny Hecker’s Auto Connection 
Entrant: PDM Racing 
Crew Chief: Paul Murphy 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................267,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................6,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 273,565.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00
Creative Communications – 4th Highest Finisher .............................................500.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes.............................................$  6,250.00 
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FOURTEENTH PLACE 
 

 Total Designated Prizes.............................................$  6,000.00 

 
 
 
 

Driver: Shinji Nakano (R) 
Car Name: Beard Papa’s 
Entrant: Beck Motorsports 
Crew Chief: Tom Bose 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................263,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................6,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 269,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00 
 

 
 

FIFTEENTH PLACE 
 
Driver: Sam Hornish Jr. 
Car Name: Pennzoil Panther 
Entrant: Panther Racing 
Crew Chief: Kevin Blanch 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................260,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................10,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 271,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 7th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................3,000.00
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00
Simpson Performance Products – 4th Highest Finisher w/helmet .................1,000.00
Simpson Performance Products – 4th Highest Finisher w/ firesuit ................1,000.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  10,750.00 
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SIXTEENTH PLACE 
 
Driver: Kenny Brack 
Car Name: Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer 
Entrant: Team Rahal 
Crew Chief: Ricardo Nault 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................257,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................13,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 271,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................2,500.00 

 
 
 

 
 

Checkers/Rally’s – 5th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................4,500.00
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00
Simpson Performance Products – 5th Highest Finisher w/ helmet ................1,000.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  13,750.00 
 
 

SEVENTEENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Scott Dixon (R) 
Car Name: Target Chip Ganassi Racing 
Entrant: Target Chip Ganassi Racing 
Crew Chief: Barry Wanser 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................255,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................6,750.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................42,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 304,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................2,500.00
Checkers/Rally’s – 9th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................2,500.00
500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Fastest Qualifying Rookie .............................5,000.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 
Bombardier Aerospace – Quick Start Award ..............................................25,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  42,250.00 
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EIGHTEENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: A.J. Foyt IV (R) 
Car Name: Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Entrant: A.J. Foyt Enterprises 
Crew Chief: Bill Spencer 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................252,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................12,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 264,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00 

 Gregory & Appel Insurance – Youngest Driver in the Field ..........................5,000.00
Simpson Performance Products – 5th Highest Finisher w/ firesuit ................1,000.00 

 

 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  12,000.00 
 
 

NINETEENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Dan Wheldon (R) 
Car Name: Klein Tools/Jim Beam 
Entrant: Andretti Green Racing 
Crew Chief: Keith Badger 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................150,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................11,500.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 161,815.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................5,000.00 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 

 American Dairy Association – Indy 500 Rookie Qualifier.................................250.00
Bell Racing Company – 3rd Highest Finishing Position ....................................500.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  11,500.00 
 
 



 
 

293

TWENTIETH PLACE 
 

Driver: Scott Sharp 
Car Name: Delphi 
Entrant: Kelley Racing 
Crew Chief: Mark Shambarger 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................247,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................10,500.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 257,815.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................2,500.00 

 
 
 

Checkers/Rally’s – 12th place Checkers/ally’s Pit Stop.................................2,000.00
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00
Bell Racing Company – 4th Highest Finishing Position ....................................250.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  10,500.00 
 
 

TWENTY-FIRST PLACE 
 

Driver: Buddy Lazier 
Car Name: Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 
Entrant: Hemelgarn Racing 
Crew Chief: Dennis LaCava 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................245,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................30,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 276,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
Scott Brayton Award ...................................................................................25,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  30,750.00 



 
 
294 

TWENTY-SECOND PLACE 
 

Driver: Robby Gordon 
Car Name: Archipelago/Motorola 
Entrant: Andretti Green Racing 
Crew Chief: George Klotz 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................248,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .............................................................0.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................8,350.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 256,250.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Argent Mortgage – Argent Fast Lap of the Day Award .................................2,500.00 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes............................................$   8,250.00 
 
 

TWENTY-THIRD PLACE 
 

Driver: Robbie Buhl 
Car Name: Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold 
Entrant: Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Crew Chief: Brian Franzosi 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................242,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................9,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 252,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 10th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ..............................2,500.00 
500 Club ......................................................................................................5,750.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes.............................................  $9,750.00 
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TWENTY-FOURTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Airton Dare 
Car Name: EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Entrant: A.J. Foyt Racing 
Crew Chief: Craig Baranouski 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................140,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................25,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 166,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 

 

Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  12,250.00 

500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
Sony Disc Manufacturing – Survivor Award................................................20,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  25,750.00 
 
 

TWENTY-FIFTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Robbie McGehee 
Car Name: Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Entrant: Panther Racing, LLC 
Crew Chief: Simon Morley 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................139,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................12,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 151,565.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
Buildings To Go – Most Consistent Qualifier ................................................5,000.00 

 Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00
Team Simpson Racing – 9th Highest Finisher...............................................1,000.00
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TWENTY-SIXTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Jimmy Vasser 
Car Name: Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing 
Entrant: Team Rahal 
Crew Chief: Jim Prescott 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................142,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)....................................................450.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................18,500.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 161,265.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 

 

 

 

Bell Racing Company – 5th Highest Finishing Position ....................................250.00
Lincoln Electric Company – Hard Charger Award ........................................7,500.00 
Sandstone Group – Leader at Halfway Award..............................................5,000.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  18,500.00 
 
 

TWENTY-SEVENTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Michael Andretti 
Car Name: Team 7-Eleven 
Entrant: Andretti Green Racing 
Crew Chief: John Cummiskey 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................236,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)...............................................12,600.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................10,500.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 259,415.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 8th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ................................3,000.00
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 

 Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00
Bell Racing Company – 6th Highest Finishing Position ....................................250.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  10,500.00 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Richie Hearn  
Car Name: Contour Hardening/Curb Agajanian/SSM 
Entrant: Sam Schmidt/Curb Agajanian 
Crew Chief: Tim Whiting 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................135,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................7,250.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 142,565.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes.............................................$  7,250.00 
 
 

TWENTY-NINTH PLACE 
 

Driver: Jaques Lazier 
Car Name: Menards/Johns Manville 
Entrant: Team Menard 
Crew Chief: David Milby 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................234,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................6,000.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 240,315.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 

 Bell Racing Company – 7th Highest Finishing Position ....................................250.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes.............................................$  6,000.00 
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THIRTIETH PLACE 
 

Driver: Shigeaki Hattori 
Car Name: EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing 
Entrant: A.J. Foyt Enterprises 
Crew Chief: Rich Simon 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................234,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................5,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 240,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes.............................................$  5,750.00 
 
 

THIRTY-FIRST PLACE 
 

Driver: Sarah Fisher 
Car Name: AOL/GMAC/Raybestos/DRR 
Entrant: Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 
Crew Chief: Dan Miller 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................233,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.....................................................................................10,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 244,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Clint Brawner Foundation – Clint Brawner Mechanical Excellence Award ...5,000.00 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes...........................................$  10,750.00 
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THIRTY-SECOND PLACE 
 

Driver: Billy Boat 
Car Name: Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 
Entrant: Panther Racing 
Crew Chief: Simon Morley 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................133,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................5,750.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 139,065.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
 
 Total Designated Prizes.............................................$  5,750.00 
 
 

THIRTY-THIRD PLACE 
 

Driver: Felipe Giaffone 
Car Name: Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing 
Entrant: Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing 
Crew Chief: Tom Vasi 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...............................................233,000.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................................0.00 
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .........................................................315.00 
Designated Awards.......................................................................................9.500.00 
 
 Total Cash Prizes ....................................................$ 242,815.00 
 
Designated Awards: 
Checkers/Rally’s – 11th place Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop ..............................2,000.00 

 

500 Club  .....................................................................................................5,750.00 
 Monarch Beverage Company – Miller Lite Inside Track Award ....................1,500.00

Bell Racing Company – 8th Highest Finishing Position ....................................250.00
 
 Total Designated Prizes..............................................$ 9,500.00 
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OTHERS 

 
Engine Builder: Toyota Research Development 

 Awards:
Klotz Special Formula Products – 2nd Highest Finishing Engine Builder .........500.00 

 

Klotz Special Formula Products – Highest Finishing Engine Builder ............1,000.00 
 
 
Engine Builder: Honda Performance Development 

 Awards:
Klotz Special Formula Products – 3rd Highest Finishing Engine Builder ..........500.00
 
 
Winner: Rick Long 
Awards: 
C & R Racing & Stoops Freightliner – True Grit Award ..............................10,000.00 
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OFFICIAL BOX SCORE 
87th INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE 

IRL IndyCar™ Series 
Sunday, May 25, 2003 

 
FP       

     

    

     
     

      

    

       

       
      

    
      

SP Car Year Driver Car Name C/E/T
1 10 

1 
6 4 Gil de Ferran Marlboro Team Penske G/T/F 

2 3 2W Helio Castroneves Marlboro Team Penske D/T/F 
3 2 11 1 Tony Kanaan Team 7-Eleven D/H/F 
4 12 10 1 Tomas Scheckter Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 
5 7 12 R Tora Takagi Pioneer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 
6 25 20 

32 
1 Alex Barron Meijer Mo Nunn Racing G/T/F 

7 8 R Tony Renna Cure Autism Now/HomeMed D/T/F 
8 14 13 6 Greg Ray TrimSpa Special G/H/F 
9 17 

11 
31 15W Al Unser Jr. Corteco D/T/F 

10 55 R Roger Yasukawa Panasonic ARTA 
Red Bull Cheever Racing 

D/H/F 
11 19 52 R Buddy Rice D/C/F 
12 26 22 R Vitor Meira Metabolife/Johns Manville/Menards D/C/F 
13 32 18 3 Jimmy Kite Denny Hecker’s Auto Connection D/C/F 
14 15 54 R Shinji Nakano Beard Papa’s D/H/F 
15 18 4 3 Sam Hornish Jr. 

 
Pennzoil Panther D/C/F 

16 6 15 4W Kenny Brack Rahal/Letterman/Miller Lite/Pioneer D/H/F 
17 4 9 R Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing G/T/F 
18 23 14 R A.J. Foyt IV Conseco/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F 
19 5 26 R Dan Wheldon

 
Klein Tools/Jim Beam 

 
D/H/F 

20 9 8 8
10W 

Scott Sharp Delphi D/T/F
21 21 91 Buddy Lazier Victory Brand/Delta Faucet/Life Fitness 

 
D/C/F 

22 3 27 8 Robby Gordon Archipelago/Motorola D/H/F
23 22 24 7 Robbie Buhl 

 
Purex/Aventis/Dreyer & Reinbold D/C/F 

24 33 41 3 Airton Dare EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing G/T/F 
25 31 44 3 Robby McGehee Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing 

Argent Rahal/Letterman Racing 
D/C/F 

26 27 19 7 Jimmy Vasser D/H/F 
27 13 7 13 Michael Andretti Team 7-Eleven D/H/F
28 28 99 3 Richie Hearn Contour Hardening/Curb Agajanian/SSM G/T/F 
29 20 2 2 Jaques Lazier Menards/Johns Manville D/C/F 
30 30 5 1 Shigeaki Hattori

 
EPSON/A.J. Foyt Racing D/T/F

31 24 23 3 Sarah Fisher AOL/GMAC/Raybestos/DRR D/C/F
32 29 98 6 Billy Boat Pedigo Chevrolet Panther Racing D/C/F 
33 16 21 2 Felipe Giaffone 

 
Hollywood Mo Nunn Racing 
 

G/T/F 
 Other

 
 

Time of Race: 3:11:56.9891 Average Speed: 156.291 mph  Margin of Victory: 0.2990 of a sec. 
Fastest Lap: #11 Tony Kanaan (Race Lap 100, 229.187 mph, 39.2692 secs.) 

Fastest Leading Lap: #3 Helio Castroneves (Race Lap 162, 227.283 mph, 39.5982 sec.) 
MBNA Pole Winner: #3 Helio Castroneves (231.725 mph, 2:35.3564)  

Marlboro “Lap Leader” Award: #10 Tomas Scheckter 
MCI WorldCom Long Distance Award: #20 Alex Barron  

Bombardier “Quick Start” Award: #9 Scott Dixon 
Firestone “Performance” Award: #10 Tomas Scheckter 

Checkers/Rally’s Pit Stop Challenge: Red Bull Cheever Racing (#52 Buddy Rice) 
Legend: R=Indianapolis 500-Mile Race Rookie; W=Indianapolis 500-Mile Race Winner 

Chassis Legend: D=Dallara (24); G=Panoz G Force (9) 
Engine Legend: C=Chevrolet (10); H=Honda (9); T=Toyota (14) 

Tire Legend: F=Firestone (33) 
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OFFICIAL BOX SCORE (cont.): 
87th INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE 

Sunday, May 25, 2003 
 

Laps  
Comp. 

Running/ 
Reason Out 

 
IRL Points 

Total 
IRL Points 

IRL 
Standings 

IRL 
Awards 

Designated  
Awards 

Total 
Awards 

200 Running 50 108 4 $1,089,000 $264,265 $1,353,265
200     

     
    
     
     
     
    
    
    
    
     
     
     
    
    
    
     
    
   
  
    
    
   
    
     

    
   
     
  1   
    

  1   
     
   
     

Running 40 123 2 566,000 173,665 739,665
200 Running 35 137

 
1 433,000 53,465 486,465

200 Running 34 87 9 327,000 121,415 448,415
200 Running 30 80 10 315,000 48,515 363,515
200 Running 28 41 21 230,000

196,000
67,265 297,265

200 Running 26
24 

26 26 10,315 206,315
200 Running 46 19

 
288,000 11,065 299,065

200 Running 22 101
 

6 281,000 15,565 296,565
199 Running

Running
20 58

72 
14 277,000 11,815 288,815

199 19 12 273,000 50,315 323,315
199 Running 18 18 28 180,000 12,315 192,315
197 Running 17 17 29 267,000 6,565 273,565
196 Running

 
16 35 25 263,000 6,315 269,315

195 Engine 15 72 12
 

260,000 11,065 271,065
195 Running 14 103

 
5 257,000 14,065 271,065

191 Accident 13 88 8 255,000 49,315 304,315
189 Running 12 49 17 252,000 12,315 264,315
186 Accident 11 37 24

 
150,000
247,000

11,815 161,815
181 Accident 

 
10

 
116

 
3 10,815 257,815

171 Engine 9 39
 

23 245,000 31,065 276,065
169 Gearbox

 
8 8 30 248,000 8,250 256,250

147 Engine 7 56
6 

16 242,000 10,065 252,065
125 Accident 

 
6 31 140,000 26,065 166,065

125 Steering 5 5 32 139,000 12,565 151,565
102

 
Gearbox 4 4 33 142,000 19,265 161,265

94 Throttle Linkage
 

3 80
 

10 236,000 23,415 259,415
61 Accident 2 2 34 135,000 7,565 142,565
61 Accident 1 57 15 234,000 6,315 240,315
19 Fuel System

 
43 20 234,000

233,000
6,065 240,065

14 Engine 1 47 18 11,065 244,065
7 Engine 1 35 133,000 6,065 139,065
6 Electrical

 
1 93

 
7 233,000 9,815 242,815

12,000 12,000
TOTAL $9,000,000 $1,151,830 $10,151,830

                 (event record) 
Lap Leaders:   Lap Leader Summary:  Caution Flags:  
Laps Car Driver  Driver           Times    Total Laps Reason/Incident 
1-16 #3 Helio Castroneves Tomas Scheckter        6       63  9-13 #98 Boat, smoke T1/T2 
17-31 #9 Scott Dixon  Helio Castroneves       3          58 16-21 #23 Fisher, accident T3 
32-49 #7 Michael Andretti Gil de Ferran                1          31 53-60 #24 Buhl, spin pit exit 
50 #11 Tony Kanaan Michael Andretti          2           28 62-65 #99 Hearn, #2 J. Lazier,  
51-57 #10 Tomas Scheckter Scott Dixon                1           15  accident T2 
58-67 #7 Michael Andretti Tony Kanaan               2          2 104-108 #19 Vasser, smoke 
68-94 #10 Tomas Scheckter Tora Takagi                1             2  backstretch 
95-99 #3 Helio Castroneves Jimmy Vasser              1         1 127-133 #41 Dare, accident T2 
100 #19 Jimmy Vasser    172-174 #27 Gordon, tow in T4 
101-128 #10 Tomas Scheckter    182-185 #8 Sharp, accident T1 
129-165  #3 Helio Castroneves    187-193 #26 Wheldon, accident  
166 #11 Tony Kanaan     T3/T4 
167 #10 Tomas Scheckter    Total: 9 caution flags, 49 laps 
168-169 #12 Tora Takagi  
170-200 #6 Gil de Ferran 
Total: 14 lead changes among 8 drivers 



 
 
 

(Sched ect to change.) 

Sun., May 9    Openi
• Practice 

on., May 10 – Fri., May 14 Practice 

Sat., May 15    Pole Day 
• MBNA Pole Qualifying 
• Practice 

Sun., May 16    Second-day Qualifying 

Mon., May 17 – Tues., May 18 

• Final day of qualifying 
 
Mon., May 24 – Tues., May 25  ity 

6 munity Day 

• Final practice 
on 

 
ri., May 28    No track activity 

Sat., May 29    Public driver’s meeting 
 
Sun., May 30    88th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race 

• 11 a.m. (EST) 
• ABC-TV & IMS Radio Network 

 
 

ule is subj
 

ng Day 

 
M
 

 

 
No track activity 

 
Wed., May 19 – Fri., May 21 Practice 
 
Sat., May 22    Practice/ Freedom 100 
 
Sun., May 23    Bump Day 

No track activ
 
Wed., May 2     500 Festival Com
 
Thurs., May 27   Carburetion Day 

• Indy 500 Pit Stop Competiti
• Concert 

F
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	OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST
	Car  Driver Car  Name Entrant Chief Mechanic
	Hometown Chassis/Engine/Tire
	Car  Driver Car Name Entrant Chief Mechanic
	Residence Chassis/Engine/Tire
	Car  Driver Car Name Entrant Chief Mechanic
	Car  Driver Car Name Entrant Chief Mechanic
	FIRST ON TRACK, 1978-2003
	***

	SHARP FASTEST ON RAIN-SHORTENED OPENING DAY AT INDY
	According to www.accuweather.com, since rain began falling a

	TAKAGI TAKES CONTROL OF INDY PRACTICE WITH 229-MPH LAP
	11 a.m. – GREEN. “Boomer,” the Indiana Pacers mascot waves t

	ROOKIE WHELDON CONTINUES RAPID YOUTH MOVEMENT AT INDY
	ROOKIE WHELDON CONTINUES RAPID YOUTH MOVEMENT AT INDY (cont.
	Marlboro Team Penske has used a Dallara chassis in 20 IRL In
	11 a.m. – GREEN. Mike Aulby, a professional bowler from Indi
	SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “It’s b



	BRACK FASTEST AT 231 DURING DAMP PRACTICE AT INDY
	11 a.m. – GREEN. #2 J. Lazier first out.
	Marlboro Team Penske has used a Dallara chassis in 20 IRL In
	SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “Great 



	ROOKIE WHELDON TURNS FASTEST LAP SINCE 1996; HITS 232 MPH
	ROOKIE WHELDON TURNS FASTEST LAP SINCE 1996; HITS 232 MPH (c
	11 a.m. – GREEN.

	GORDON ADDED TO POLE MIX AFTER LEADING PRACTICE AT INDY
	9:21 a.m. – GREEN. #4 Hornish first on track.
	POLE DAY RAINOUT PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES:
	POLE DAY RAINOUT PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES (cont.):
	10 a.m. – GREEN. #3 Castroneves first on track.

	Top Five Drivers of Morning Practice
	Snap-On/ “Top Wrench” Award – $5,000  (Plus commemorative to
	SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): (Do you


	CASTRONEVES CAPTURES MBNA POLE AT INDIANAPOLIS
	CASTRONEVES CAPTURES MBNA POLE AT INDIANAPOLIS (cont.):
	“In a lot of ways, it was really a roller coaster of a day f
	11 a.m. – GREEN. #3T Castroneves first on track.


	TAKAGI LEADS INDY PRACTICE; LUYENDYK STEPS ASIDE FOR RACE
	9:18 a.m. – YELLOW. #4 Taylor first on track for first offic

	TAKAGI FASTEST AGAIN AT INDY; RAY GAINS SPEED
	POST PRACTICE QUOTES:
	POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.):
	POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.):
	POST PRACTICE QUOTES (cont.):
	INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES:
	INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.):
	INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.):
	INFINITI PRO SERIES POST QUALIFYING QUOTES (cont.):
	Row 1


	DIXON CLIMBS TO TOP OF INDY PRACTICE CHARTS
	RAIN CUTS INDY PRACTICE SHORT; BUMP DAY SUNDAY
	SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “I’m re

	Total: 4 caution flags, 17 laps
	NINE CARS QUALIFY ON BUMP DAY TO SET FULL INDY FIELD
	Sunday, May 18, 2003 – Bump Day
	DAN WHELDON: “There’s a phrase in England that we would use 
	SCOTT SHARP (No. 8 Delphi Dallara/Toyota/Firestone): “We rea



	BRACK FASTEST IN FINAL ‘500’ TUNE-UP ON MILLER LITE CARB DAY
	Row 1
	RIGHT FRONT
	RIGHT REAR
	FUELER
	RIGHT FRONT
	RIGHT REAR
	FUELER
	RIGHT FRONT
	RIGHT REAR
	FUELER








	DE FERRAN TAKES TURN AS TOP PENSKE POWERHOUSE AT INDY
	Castroneves falls just short of teammate in bid for historic

	DE FERRAN TAKES TURN AS TOP PENSKE POWERHOUSE AT INDY (cont.
	Car
	Driver
	SP
	POS
	Driver
	Car




	153.660           155.896     157.323            162.241 157
	Record $10.1-million purse awarded to field; Takagi named Ro
	MBNA Pole Award -- $100,000
	Sony Disc Manufacturing/DADC “Survivor” Award -- $20,000
	Miller Lite “Inside Track” Award -- $16,500
	Gregory & Appel, Inc. “Youngest Starting Driver” Award -- $5
	American Dairy Association “Fastest Qualifying Rookie” Award
	Essex Credit “Most Consistent Rookie Qualifier” Award -- $5,
	Buildings To Go “Most Consistent Qualifier” Award -- $5,000
	Grady Brothers “Fastest Second Day Qualifier” Award -- $5,00
	TORO
	Snap-On/Championship Assoc. of Mechanics “Top Wrench” Award 
	Mi-Jack “Top Performance” Award -- $5,000
	Argent Mortgage Company “Fastest Lap of the Day” Award -- $2
	RACE DAY AWARDS
	CAR AWARD
	BORG-WARNER TROPHY AWARD
	MARLBORO “LAP LEADER” AWARD
	MCI “LONG DISTANCE” AWARD
	BANK ONE INDIANAPOLIS ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD
	SCOTT BRAYTON DRIVERS TROPHY
	AMERICAN DAIRY AWARDS
	C & R RACING TRUE GRIT AWARD
	BELL RACING
	EXXON MOBIL
	EARL’S INDY
	SWE RACE CAR PARTS
	EMCO GEARS, INC.



	TOTAL $10,151,830.00
	THIRD PLACE
	FIFTH PLACE
	SEVENTH PLACE
	NINTH PLACE
	ELEVENTH PLACE
	THIRTEENTH PLACE
	FIFTEENTH PLACE
	SIXTEENTH PLACE
	SEVENTEENTH PLACE
	NINETEENTH PLACE
	TWENTIETH PLACE
	TWENTY-FIRST PLACE
	TWENTY-THIRD PLACE
	TWENTY-FOURTH PLACE
	TWENTY-FIFTH PLACE
	TWENTY-SIXTH PLACE
	TWENTY-SEVENTH PLACE
	TWENTY-EIGHTH PLACE
	TWENTY-NINTH PLACE
	THIRTY-FIRST PLACE
	THIRTY-THIRD PLACE
	OTHERS



	Engine Builder: Toyota Research Development


	Engine Builder: Honda Performance Development
	Winner: Rick Long




