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Indy Racing League
rd
83 INDIANAPOLIS 500
OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST
Car Yr Driver
Residence

Car Name
Chassis/Engine/Tire

Entrant

Chief Mechanic

2

2 Greg Ray
Plano, Texas

Glidden/Menards
D/A/F

Team Menard, Inc.

John O'Gara

2T

2 Greg Ray
Plano, Texas

Glidden/Menards
D/A/F

Team Menard, Inc.

John O'Gara

3 10 Raul Boesel
Curitiba, Brazil

Brant Racing R&S MKV
R/A/G

Brant Racing

Tony Kenter

3T 10 Raul Boesel
Curitiba, Brazil

Brant Racing R&S MKV
R/A/G

Brant Racing

Tony Kenter

4

8 Scott Goodyear
Carmel, Ind.

Pennzoil Panther/G Force
G/A/G

Panther Racing

Kevin Blanch

4T

8 Scott Goodyear
Carmel, Ind.

Pennzoil Panther/G Force
G/A/G

Panther Racing

Kevin Blanch

5 14 Arie Luyendyk
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Sprint PCS/Meijer
G/A/F

Treadway Racing, LLC

Skip Faul

5T 14 Arie Luyendyk
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Sprint PCS/Meijer
G/A/F

Treadway Racing, LLC

Skip Faul

6

4 Eliseo Salazar
Santiago, Chile

FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special
G/A/F

Nienhouse Motorsports

Don Basala

6T

4 Eliseo Salazar
Santiago, Chile

FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special
G/A/F

Nienhouse Motorsports

Don Basala

7

4 Stephan Gregoire
Indianapolis

Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force
G/A/F

Dick Simon Racing, LLC

Richie Simon

7T

4 Stephan Gregoire
Indianapolis

Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force
G/A/F

Dick Simon Racing, LLC

Richie Simon

8

4 Scott Sharp
Carmel, Ind.

Delphi Automotive Systems
D/A/G

Kelley Racing

Mike Horvath

8T

4 Scott Sharp
Carmel, Ind.

Delphi Automotive Systems
D/A/G

Kelley Racing

Mike Horvath

9

3 Davey Hamilton
Las Vegas

Galles Racing Spinal Conquest
D/A/G

Galles Racing

Darren Russell

9T

3 Davey Hamilton
Las Vegas

Galles Racing Spinal Conquest
D/A/G

Galles Racing

Darren Russell

10

1 Andy Michner
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Jonathan Byrd's Cafeteria
VisionAire - G/A/F

Jonathan Byrd
Mark Olson
Cunningham Racing LLC

10T 1 Andy Michner
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Jonathan Byrd's Cafeteria
VisionAire - G/A/F

Jonathan Byrd
Mark Olson
Cunningham Racing LLC

11

2 Billy Boat
Phoenix

A.J. Foyt Racing
D/A/G

A.J. Foyt Enterprises

Craig Baranouski

11T 2 Billy Boat
Phoenix

A.J. Foyt Racing
D/A/G

A.J. Foyt Enterprises

Craig Baranouski

12

Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat
G/A/F

Bradley Motorsports

Todd Tapply

2

3 Buzz Calkins
Denver

OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST (continued)
Car Yr Driver
Residence

Car Name
Chassis/Engine/Tire

Entrant

Chief Mechanic

12T 3 Buzz Calkins
Denver

Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat
Bradley Food Marts - G/A/G

Bradley Motorsports

Todd Tapply

14

2 Kenny Brack
Karlstad, Sweden

A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
D/A/G

A.J. Foyt Enterprises

Bill Spencer

15

R Jaques Lazier
Vail, Colo.

Tivoli Hotel/G Force
G/A/G

DR/Lazier Racing

Ron Clark

15T R Jaques Lazier
Vail, Colo.

Tivoli Hotel/G Force
G/A/G

DR/Lazier Racing

Ron Clark

17

2 Jack Miller
Carmel, Ind.

Dean's Milk Chug
D/A/G

Tri Star Motorsports, Inc.

Derrick Stepan

18

R Mike Borkowski
Dublin, Ohio

Damon's/Bluegreen/AT&T
Icehouse/Earl's - G/A/G

PDM Racing, Inc.

Paul Murphy

18T R Mike Borkowski
Dublin, Ohio

Damon's/Bluegreen/AT&T
Icehouse/Earl's - G/A/G

PDM Racing, Inc.

Paul Murphy

19

1 Stan Wattles
Sewall’s Point, Fla.

Metro Racing Systems/NCLD
D/A/G

Metro Racing Systems

John West

19T 1 Stan Wattles
Sewall’s Point, Fla.

Metro Racing Systems/NCLD
R/A/G

Metro Racing Systems

John West

20

2 Tyce Carlson
Indianapolis

Pennzoil/Damon's/Bluegreen
D/A/F

Blueprint-Immke Racing

Jimmy Pinkley

20T 2 Tyce Carlson
Indianapolis

Pennzoil/Damon's/Bluegreen
D/A/F

Blueprint-Immke Racing

Jimmy Pinkley

21

Yahoo/Merchant Online

Pagan Racing

Mitch Davis

Pagan Racing

Mitch Davis

2 Jeff Ward

San Juan Capistrano, Calif. Dallara/Oldsmobile - D/A/G

21T 2 Jeff Ward

Yahoo/Merchant Online

San Juan Capistrano, Calif. Dallara/Oldsmobile - D/A/G

22

3 Tony Stewart
Indianapolis

The Home Depot
D/A/G

Tri Star Motorsports, Inc.

Rob Grossman

22T 3 Tony Stewart
Indianapolis

The Home Depot
D/A/G

Tri Star Motorsports, Inc.

Rob Grossman

23

TBA

Johns Manville/Menards
Duracell - G/A/F

Team Gordon, Inc.

Tim Whiting

23T

TBA

Johns Manville/Menards
Duracell - G/A/F

Team Gordon, Inc.

Tim Whiting

3 Mark Dismore
Greenfield, Ind.

MCI WorldCom
D/A/G

Kelley Racing

Ron Heck

28T 3 Mark Dismore
Greenfield, Ind.

MCI WorldCom
D/A/G

Kelley Racing

Ron Heck

30

1 Jimmy Kite
Stockbridge, Ga.

Alfa Laval/Team Losi/Fastrod
McCormack/Haas CNC - G/A/F

McCormack Motorsports

Brad McCanless

30T 1 Jimmy Kite
Stockbridge, Ga.

Alfa Laval/Team Losi/Fastrod
McCormack/Haas CNC - G/A/F

McCormack Motorsports

Brad McCanless

31

Team Losi/Firestone/Vineyard
Fastrod/McCormack - G/A/F

McCormack Motorsports

TBA

28

R Nick Firestone
Scottsdale, Ariz.
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OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST (continued)
Car Yr Driver
Residence

Car Name
Chassis/Engine/Tire

Entrant

Chief Mechanic

32

4 Robby Gordon
Orange, Calif.

Glidden/Menards
D/A/F

Team Menard, Inc.

Dave Forbes

32T 4 Robby Gordon
Orange, Calif.

Glidden/Menards
G/A/F

Team Menard, Inc.

Dave Forbes

33

1 Roberto Moreno
Monaco

Truscelli Team Racing
G/A/G

Truscelli Team Racing

Joe Wanninger

33T 1 Roberto Moreno
Monaco

Truscelli Team Racing
G/A/G

Truscelli Team Racing

Joe Wanninger

34

3 Jim Guthrie
Albuquerque, N.M..

Team Coulson/Dallara
D/A/TBA

Team Scandia

Mike Dinubilo

35

1 Steve Knapp
Salem, Wis.

Delco Remy/ThermoTech/Microphonics

ISM Racing Corp.

Chuck Buckman Jr.

Prolong/G Force - G/A/G

36

R Brian Tyler
Anderson, Ind.

Microphonics/Delco Remy/G Force ISM Racing Corp.
ISM Racing - G/A/G

Pat Chavez

41

4 Marco Greco
Sao Paulo, Brazil

A.J. Foyt Racing
D/A/G

A.J. Foyt Enterprises

TBA

41T 4 Marco Greco
Sao Paulo, Brazil

A.J. Foyt Racing
D/A/G

A.J. Foyt Enterprises

TBA

42

R John Hollansworth Jr.
Dallas

pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara
D/A/F

TeamXtreme Racing, LLC Rob Stark

43

R Dave Steele
Indianapolis

Pennzoil Panther/G Force
G/A/G

Panther Racing

TBA

43T R Dave Steele
Indianapolis

Pennzoil Panther/G Force
G/A/G

Panther Racing

TBA

44

TBA

Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Purex
Dallara/Infiniti - D/I/F

Sinden Racing Service

Rod Behlke

44T

TBA

Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Purex
Dallara/Infiniti - D/I/F

Sinden Racing Service

Rod Behlke

LINC CAPITAL/MI-JACK/Dallara
D/A/F

TeamXtreme Racing, LLC Rob Stark

Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti
G/I/F

Cobb Racing/Price Cobb

Phil Spano

Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti
G/I/F

Cobb Racing/Price Cobb

Phil Spano

9 Eddie Cheever Jr.

The Children's Beverage Group
Team Cheever/Dallara - D/I/G

Team Cheever

Owen Snyder

51T 9 Eddie Cheever Jr.

The Children's Beverage Group
Team Cheever/Dallara - D/I/G

Team Cheever

Owen Snyder

52

R Wim Eyckmans
Herentals, Belgium

EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara
Oldsmobile/Goodyear - D/A/G

Team Cheever

Dane Harte

52T R Wim Eyckmans
Herentals, Belgium

EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara
Oldsmobile/Goodyear - D/A/G

Team Cheever

Dane Harte

54

Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports
D/A/F

Beck Motorsports

Tom Bose

46

5 Mike Groff
Pasadena, Calif.

50 14 Roberto Guerrero
San Juan Capistrano, Calif.

50T 14 Roberto Guerrero
San Juan Capistrano, Calif.

51

4

3 Hideshi Matsuda
Kawasaki, Japan

OFFICIAL ENTRY LIST (continued)
Car Yr Driver
Residence

Car Name
Chassis/Engine/Tire

Entrant

Chief Mechanic

54T 3 Hideshi Matsuda
Kawasaki, Japan

Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports
D/A/F

Beck Motorsports

Tom Bose

55

R Robby McGehee
St. Louis

Energizer Advanced Formula
D/A/F

Conti Racing

Steve Fried

66

1 Scott Harrington
Indianapolis

CertainTeed Building Products
D/A/F

Harrington Motorsports

Darrell Soppe

66T 1 Scott Harrington
Indianapolis

CertainTeed Building Products
D/A/F

Harrington Motorsports

Darrell Soppe

70

Chitwood Motorsports
D/A/G

Chitwood Motorsports Inc. TBA

1 Robby Unser
Albuquerque, N.M.

PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
D/A/F

Team Pelfrey

John King

81T 1 Robby Unser
Albuquerque, N.M.

PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
D/A/F

Team Pelfrey

John King

84

3 Robbie Buhl
Indianapolis

A.J. Foyt Racing
D/A/G

A.J. Foyt Enterprises

Rod Behlke

90

6 Lyn St. James
Indianapolis

Garden Fresh Potatoes/Kroger
D/A/F

Team Pelfrey

Kevin Doran

91

6 Buddy Lazier
Vail, Colo.

Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo
Hemelgarn Racing - D/A/G

Hemelgarn Racing Inc.

Dennis LaCava

91T 6 Buddy Lazier
Vail, Colo.

Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo
Hemelgarn Racing - D/A/G

Hemelgarn Racing Inc.

Dennis LaCava

92

3 Johnny Unser
Hailey, Idaho

Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
Homier Tool/Delta Faucet -D/A/G

Hemelgarn Racing Inc.

Scott Marks

92T 3 Johnny Unser
Hailey, Idaho

Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
Homier Tool/Delta Faucet -D/A/G

Hemelgarn Racing Inc.

Scott Marks

93

TBA

Hemelgarn Racing
D/A/G

Hemelgarn Racing Inc.

TBA

93T

TBA

Hemelgarn Racing
D/A/G

Hemelgarn Racing Inc.

TBA

81

TBA

96

R Jeret Schroeder
Vineland, N.J.

Purity Farms/Cobb Racing
G Force/Infiniti/Firestone - G/I/F

Cobb Racing

Dave Meehan

98

1 Donnie Beechler
Springfield, Ill.

Cahill Racing/Big Daddy's BBQ
D/A/F

Cahill Racing, Inc.

Gilbert Lage

98T 1 Donnie Beechler
Springfield, Ill.

Cahill Racing/Big Daddy's BBQ
D/A/F

Cahill Racing, Inc.

Gilbert Lage

99

2 Sam Schmidt
Las Vegas

Unistar Auto Insurance
G/A/F

Treadway Racing LLC

Tony VanDongen

99T 2 Sam Schmidt
Las Vegas

Unistar Auto Insurance
Racing Special - D/A/F

Treadway Racing LLC

Tony VanDongen

Legend: R=Indy 500 Rookie.
Chassis: D=Dallara; G=G Force; R=Riley & Scott
Engine: A=Oldsmobile Aurora; I=Nissan Infiniti
Tire: F=Firestone, G=Goodyear.
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999
Welcome to the 83rd running of the Indianapolis 500. Our media center
staff, headed by Indianapolis Motor Speedway/Indy Racing League director of public
relations Mai Lindstrom and manager Bill York, is here to assist you and answer your
questions during this event. Timing and scoring monitors are located throughout the
facility with up-to-the-minute times and speeds. Notes and items of interest will
appear on these pages during the month and also will be available on the
Speedway’s official race site on the World Wide Web, http://www.indy500.com.
Performance histories will be issued at the end of each day in the Media Center and
on the Web site.
***
Entry updates:
•Jimmy Kite is the driver of the #30 TransWorld Racing-McCormack
Motorsports G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
•Hideshi Matsuda is the driver of the #54 BMB Mini Juke-Beck Motorsports
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone fielded by Beck Motorsports.
•Vincenzo Sospiri is the driver of the #36 ISM Racing/G
Force/Goodyear/Aurora G Force/Aurora Goodyear. The team converted the #35T
backup car for its primary driver, Steve Knapp, into a primary #36 for Sospiri.
•The number of the Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear driven by Davey Hamilton
was switched from #25 to #9, and the car name is now Galles Racing Spinal
Conquest.
***
At 10:19 a.m., the #7T Mexmil/Tokheim G Force/Aurora/Firestone driven by
Stephan Gregoire and owned by Dick Simon was the first car to leave Gasoline Alley
for pit road.
DICK SIMON: “It’s great because it’s a tradition for us for a number of
years, and I’ve tried very hard. As full owners, we are glad to continue that tradition
again.”
***
The renovated fueling facility in Gasoline Alley at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway was unveiled this morning by Tokheim officials and John Newcomb, vice
president of sales and marketing for the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Six premier Tokheim fuel and methanol dispensers are the highlight of the
renovation, carrying on Tokheim’s 35-year tradition at the Speedway.
Tokheim, based in Fort Wayne, Ind., was named as the Official Fuel
Dispenser of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 1998. Tokheim is the world’s
largest independent designer, manufacturer and servicer of electronic and
mechanical petroleum marketing systems.
JACQUES ST-DENIS (Executive Vice President Operations, Tokheim
Corporation): “Reliable racing equipment contributes to victorious races, and in our
business, manufacturing super petroleum equipment translates to company profits.”
***
Opening Ceremonies started at 10:30 a.m. in Victory Circle, with Tom
Carnegie, in his 54th year as chief announcer for the Speedway, serving as master
of ceremonies.
***
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
Seven permanent large-screen video displays will be used at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway at this event for the first time.
Four Daktronics ProStar “Video Plus” displays screens measuring 20 by
29 feet each, and three ProStar screens measuring 19 feet by 22 feet each will
provide spectators with high-quality video images of racing action, statistics and
other information. The screens also will be used at the Speedway’s three other
racing events: the Brickyard 400 NASCAR Winston Cup race, the International Race
of Champions race and the United States Grand Prix at Indianapolis Formula One
race.
Daktronics ProStar technology allows the showing of live video and
instant replays, commercials, race information, graphics and animation to fans in
16.7 million colors with outstanding brightness and clarity.
***
PRACTICE REPORT:
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
***
The track went green at 11:02 a.m. #7T Stephan Gregoire was the first
driver on track in the Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
DICK SIMON (Team owner): “It starts out the month perfect.”
***
#35 Steve Knapp was the second driver on the track, followed by 1996
Indianapolis 500 champion #91 Buddy Lazier and #42 John Hollansworth Jr., the first
rookie on track. 1998 Indianapolis 500 champion #51 Eddie Cheever Jr. was the
sixth driver on track.
***
At 11:05 a.m., the ambient temperature was 75 degrees and the track
temperature was 106 degrees, according to Firestone engineers. The wind was from
the southeast at 6 mph, with relative humidity of 75 percent.
11:30 a.m. -- #51 Eddie Cheever Jr. was fastest at 217.854 mph. This is
the first event in which Cheever will use a Nissan Infiniti Indy engine after switching
from Oldsmobile Aurora power.
11:40 a.m. -- #51 Cheever was fastest at 219.646.
11:43 a.m. -- #2 Greg Ray was second fastest at 218.055.
11:59 a.m. – YELLOW. Debris on track.
12:03 p.m. – GREEN.
12:05 p.m. – #51 Cheever fastest at 221.888. #4T Goodyear second fastest
at 221.626.
12:07 p.m. – YELLOW. #2 Ray stopped on track adjacent to the end of pit
road with apparent engine malfunction. Team pushes car to garage.
LAZ DENES (Team spokesperson): “This motor raced at Charlotte and
tested at Atlanta, so it’s pretty much run its course.”
GREG RAY: “We had a very high-mileage engine, but it wasn’t a
catastrophic failure. Actually, a minor failure. But we believe it was the engine. But
we don’t know for sure. It could have been a gearbox.” (About track conditions): “The
track conditions were real greasy, so we were just mating our setup to the
conditions. That would have been the quickest lap, 222.6.”
12:14 p.m. – GREEN.
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
12:37 p.m. – YELLOW. #99 Schmidt smoking at end of front straightaway.
Car stopped in short chute between Turns 3 and 4 due to loose air equalization line.
Problem repaired, Schmidt back on track.
12:49 p.m. – GREEN.
1:06 p.m. -- #99 Sam Schmidt fastest at 222.376 mph.
1:10 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on track.
***
This race will be the final open-wheel event of the illustrious career of twotime Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk. Luyendyk turned 17 laps during the first
two hours of practice in his Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone fielded by
Treadway Racing, kicking off “Arie’s Final 500.”
ARIE LUYENDYK: “I want to make every run productive. The car is running
good, but it could be better. It’s early. We’ve only run a few laps so far. I realize it’s
my last race, but right now I’m just thinking about qualifying.”
***
Everyone is seeking autographs from Arie Luyendyk during “Arie’s Final
500,” even his fellow drivers. While Luyendyk signed autographs for fans before
practice Saturday morning, 1998 Indianapolis 500 Bank One Rookie of the Year
Steve Knapp asked Arie to sign the front of Knapp’s driving uniform. Luyendyk
happily obliged.
ARIE LUYENDYK: “At first I thought he was kidding, but he was serious.
That was a first for me.”
***
#12 Buzz Calkins encountered a few problems during the early hours of
practice Saturday in his Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
BUZZ CALKINS: “The rear end is locking up. We’re not sure what the
problem is. We’re ready to go out again.” (About balancing racing and graduate
studies at The Kellogg School at Northwestern University, Chicago): “I’ll tell you in
two weeks when I get back and start worrying in school again.”
***
#7T Stephan Gregoire turned eight laps this morning in the
Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force G Force/Aurora/Firestone as the team was testing its new
car. Gregoire was the first driver on the track, a tradition with car owner Dick Simon.
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “It’s good to be back with Dick Simon. It was great
being first on the track, but I want to be first with speed.”
***
1996 Indianapolis 500 runner-up Davy Jones visited the track today and
spent time talking with track announcer Tom Carnegie. Jones hasn’t competed in an
Indy Racing car since suffering injuries in a crash at the 1997 Indy 200 at Walt
Disney World Speedway in Orlando, Fla.
DAVY JONES: “The recovery has gone tremendously. I’m fitter than ever.
I’m ready. I’m back.” (Do you want to return to the Indy 500?): “I feel I’m ready and
capable. The fans are what keeps one motivated. It certainly was a long
rehabilitation process, but the fans kept me going.”
***
Jimmy Kite was named Friday as the driver of the #30 TransWorld
Racing/McCormack Motorsports G Force/Aurora/Firestone. Kite, a second-year
driver at Indy, replaces Raul Boesel, who joined Brant Racing this week. Kite will be
a teammate to rookie Nick Firestone.
Kite will be reunited with crew chief Brad McCanless and engineer Jeff
Braun, who performed the same roles for the Team Scandia entry in which Kite
finished 11th last year at Indianapolis.

8

DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
JIMMY KITE: “I spent all (Saturday) morning getting fitted for the car. I’ll
probably do a shakedown run later in the day. All I want to do is to get through the
first day with no problems. Every time I walk by Dennis and Felicia (McCormack), I
want to thank them over and over.” (About working with McCanless and Braun): “Jeff
and Brad are here, so I don’t have to worry about communicating with the team. I
know that Jeff and I can communicate, and (owners) Dennis and Felicia
(McCormack) have been wonderful, and that will make it easier.”
DENNIS McCORMACK (co-owner): “We are excited about it. Things
happen for a reason, and everyone here at the shop is really excited about having
Jimmy on the team. We have seven days. We have lots of time. It is one of the
reasons we picked Jimmy. He is a veteran here and ran very competitive times here
(last year). Jimmy is the right person for the job. It is a real shot in the arm to get a
driver like Jimmy. The driver is like the quarterback and has to guide the team. I think
Jimmy has what it takes to lead this team.”
***
HISTORICAL NOTES:
(From IMS Historian Donald Davidson and IMS News Bureau Editor Jan Shaffer)
•#96 Jeret Schroeder is trying to become the first driver from New Jersey to
make a “500” field since 11-time “500” starter Steve Krisiloff in 1983. Krisiloff had a
best finish of fourth in 1978. Schroeder lives in Vineland, N.J.
•#55 Robby McGehee is trying to become the first “500” starter from
metropolitan St. Louis since Bob Wente of Normandy in 1964. Wente finished ninth
in his only “500” start.
•John Hollansworth Jr. is trying to become the first Oklahoma native to
make a “500” field since six-time starter Jimmy Reece in 1958. Reece had a best
finish of sixth in ‘58.
•Mike Borkowski is trying to become the first driver of Polish descent to
make a “500” field since single-time starter Count Louis Zborowski, who finished
20th in 1923.
***
Ken Stiver, a data acquisition expert for rookie #96 Jeret Schroeder, won a
Formula Continental race last Saturday at Indianapolis Raceway Park despite
starting last. Stiver, from Avon, Ind., won Sunday afternoon at IRP to take both
halves of the divisional race in the SCCA regional event, part of the Central DivisionCincinnati Region’s Midsummer Madness-Champagne Sprints series.
Stiver leads the point standings entering the series finale, a double-header
July 3-4 at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio. Stiver drives a
Citation Formula 2000/Formula Continental car in SCCA competition.
***
Hunting outfitter and guide Stukel’s Birds and Bucks was announced as an
associate sponsor of the #96 Purity Farms/Cobb Racing G Force/Infiniti/Firestone
driven by rookie Jeret Schroeder, an avid hunter. Stukel’s is based in Gregory, S.D.
***
The Indianapolis Motor Speedway has established a new precedent in
motorsports coverage by offering fans a live view of official Indianapolis 500 practice
via streaming video on the World Wide Web.
Live coverage of practice sessions, including pre-qualifying practice on both
qualification days and final practice for the 33-car Indy 500 starting field on Coors
Carburetion Day, is available thanks to an arrangement with Microsoft Corporation
and Globix Corporation, with sponsorship from the American Motorsports Club.
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
Streaming video of live practice on six days, both days of qualifications and
final practice on Coors Carburetion Day will be available in Microsoft Windows Media
Player format, and will be hosted by Globix.
Fans can watch the live streaming video at www.indy500.com at the following
times (all times EDT):
•
May 15-21 -- Noon – 5 p.m. -- (Practice)
•
May 22 -- 9 – 11 a.m. -- (Qualifications/Pole Day)
•
May 23 -- 11 a.m. – noon -- (Qualifications/Bubble Day)
•
May 27 -- Noon – 2 p.m. -- (Coors Carburetion Day)
Streaming video is very similar to television, in that it allows fans to see
action on the track as fast as the Speedway’s closed circuit television system
captures it. Fans can log onto www.indy500.com and watch on-track action all day, if
they choose. For fans who are not running Microsoft Windows Media Player on their
computer, a link on the indy500.com Web site will allow them to download it.
***
Panther Racing, Nortel Networks and Redline Media announced a joint
venture Saturday to bring coverage of Panther Racing drivers Scott Goodyear and
Dave Steele to the Internet.
Available on www.pantherracing.com will be live chats with team co-owner
and NFL quarterback Jim Harbaugh and other team members, real-time telemetry
from Goodyear’s Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear and live racetrack
audio, including communication between Goodyear and the Panther Pack crew.
***
PRACTICE REPORT (cont.):
2:12 p.m. – YELLOW. Timing-and-scoring system check.
2:17 p.m. – GREEN.
2:24 p.m. – YELLOW. #46 Groff needs tow-in due to apparent electrical
problem, crew reported.
2:30 p.m. – GREEN.
2:34 p.m. -- #2T Ray turns lap of 223.203 mph, fastest of day, after just four
laps on track in backup car. Ray pulls in pits immediately after fast lap. Crew reports
no problems and insists there is more speed in the car.
2:51 p.m. -- #46 Groff returns to track after crew changed electronics box.
3:13 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:24 p.m. – GREEN.
3:25 p.m. – YELLOW. #81 R. Unser stops on inside of track near pit
entrance after smoke engine malfunction.
3:34 p.m. – GREEN.
3:41 p.m. -- #14T Kenny Brack second fastest at 222.910.
3:45 p.m. – YELLOW. #98 Donnie Beechler slows on back straightaway
after feeling a vibration. Smoke pours from back of car.
3:55 p.m. – GREEN.
4 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke from #19T Wattles due to oil leak.
4:03 p.m. – GREEN.
4:08 p.m. -- #99 Schmidt fastest at 224.355. #4T Goodyear second fastest
at 223.336.
4:26 p.m. -- #2T Ray fastest at 225.225.
4:34 p.m. – YELLOW. Cowling loose on #11 Boat.
4:37 p.m. – GREEN.
5:17 p.m. – YELLOW. #66 Harrington slows and stops on front
straightaway next to Scoring Pylon with apparent engine malfunction.
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
5:33 p.m. – GREEN.
5:39 p.m. -- #19 Wattles black-flagged due to light smoke.
5:55 p.m. -- #5 Luyendyk second fastest at 225.163.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Rodger Ward will be honored Sunday to
start the Indy Racing Legends Week at the Speedway.
Ward, winner in 1959 and 1962, will drive his 1959 winning Leader
Card/Watson machine around the track at 3:45 p.m. after signing autographs at
FanFest from 2-3 p.m.
Other legends honored are drivers Johnny Rutherford (May 18), Jim
Rathmann (May 20) and Lloyd Ruby (May 21), and car builder-mechanic A.J.
Watson (May 17).
***
Driver Johnny Unser spoke to 146 sixth-graders at Carmel Junior High
School on Thursday in suburban Indianapolis about the effects of weather on an Indy
Racing car. The students will visit the Speedway Monday as part of a school project.
***
Johnny Unser will participate in an ABC Sports Internet chat session from
7:30-8 p.m. (EDT) May 27 on the World Wide Web at www.abcsports.com.
***
Roberto Moreno finished 11th in the CART race Saturday in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, substituting for injured Mark Blundell. Moreno will return to the #33 Truscelli
Team Racing/Warner Bros. G Force/Aurora/Goodyear at this event. CART regular
Robby Gordon, who will drive the #23 Johns Manville/Menards/Duracell G
th
Force/Aurora/Firestone at this event, finished 14 at Rio.
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
STEVE KNAPP: “It’s good to get back out on the track. The car’s a little
different because we made some small changes to it since our last test here (April).
We ran a limited number of laps, but naturally I would have liked to have been out
there longer. We didn’t want to risk the engine because it’s up on mileage.” (About
getting Arie Luyendyk’s autograph on his uniform Saturday morning): “He’s a class
act, and the sport will lose a great driver and friend when he retires. It (Arie’s
signature) looks real nice there.”
DAVEY HAMILTON: “Track conditions are as good as they are ever going
to be. I think we are just getting in our groove today. We haven’t tested here, so we
are not up to speed yet. Today was a tinkering day, and I think we will start picking
up speed tomorrow. It feels good to be back at this place. It’s what it’s all about.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “We’re pleased, and testing has paid off. The guys
have done a great job with the setup. We’re still working on a lot of little things.”
KEVIN BLANCH (Crew chief, #4 Goodyear): “It was a good day. We
learned a few things at the end of the (Open) test, but we ran out of time. We picked
up on those things, and they worked real well. I think we could have gone 225 or
226, but that doesn’t pay this early.”
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
DENNIS LaCAVA (Crew chief, #91 B. Lazier): “Real good first day, opening
day. Everything went pretty smoothly, and we expected that. Nobody’s trying to be in
a big rush or in a big hurry. We feel like we have more in the car, and now it’s up to
us (crew) to get more out of it.”
DAVE STEELE: “We spent most of the day chasing a mid-corner-to-exit
push. We’re working on correcting it. It’s great to be here at Indy, but our goal is to
run, and run competitively. Panther Racing has put together a great team for me,
and I’m confident we’ll get there.”
JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR.: “It was a good day. Great weather. Great
turnout. It was good to be part of the 1999 opening day at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. It would be difficult for it to be a better day. We had a good first day. We
tested previously twice, but this was a good step in the progression.” (About talking
with his dad’s past attempt to qualify for this race): “I don’t talk to him about it, and
I’m not going to talk to him about it because we’re not in the show yet.”
BUDDY LAZIER: “I thought it went pretty well. It was a very encouraging
day. When you’re a driver, you’re never thoroughly happy unless you’re the fastest.
We’re optimistic.” (About his back): “It keeps getting better and better. I had surgery
in the offseason, and it’s much better this year.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “The car ran very well, and I’m going to fight like
hell to win another one. This is too much fun. The track conditions were very good,
and it’s nice to see all the public out here. If you’re a race driver, this is the place to
be in the month of May.” (Why aren’t you running in the late afternoon?): “We don’t
run at 6 (in the race), so I don’t see any need to run this afternoon.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “The crew did a great job preparing the car today.
Everything is looking good. I didn’t expect these types of speeds on the first day, but
the conditions were right for it. The car wasn’t really trimmed out. We were just
running full tanks and race-day setup. I still don’t know how much is left in the car,
but it feels fantastic.”
STAN WATTLES: “I felt pretty good out there today, and hopefully the rest
of the week will go fairly well. Like Johnny Rutherford told me, you have to take it
one step at a time.”
DONNIE BEECHLER: “I’m still learning. You can’t come here for one year
and know everything. The fastest does not always win. Longevity is the key.”
GREG RAY: “You have to be comfortable to go fast. I have a high, high
regard for this place, and it can get away from you in a hurry.” (Did you get a tow on
your fast lap?): “No. That was a clean lap. The 227 (at Open Test) was also a clean
lap. In fact, we were looking for dance partners today.” (About racing against former
Team Menard driver Tony Stewart at this event): “I have no ill feelings about Tony at
all. He’s a good guy. I’m just tired of hearing his name.” (About being a favorite for
victory): “I’ve never been in a race car and not expected to win.” (About difference
between this year and last year at Indy): “I’m in the best (physical) shape in my life. I
can totally focus on racing.” (About competition): “I don’t think a lot about other
drivers. I think about my performance.” (About conditions): “The conditions change
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
here all day. I was concerned here in the early part of the day, and we just had to
chase it all day long.”
ARIE LUYENDYK (About transition from announcing booth to driver’s seat
for this event): “In the cockpit, it’s all the same. The adrenaline is the same. The
aggression is there. In fact, I was probably too aggressive for the first day.” (About
significance of today’s practice): I was second quick the first day last year, and we
almost didn’t qualify.”(About fast speeds today): “Because of the Open Test and tire
testing, it didn’t surprise me that people got up to speed quickly. We’re working on a
setup with the car that we’ve never used before. We’ll continue to experiment. We
have to define the direction we want to go. We really have an excellent two-car team.
We seem to be getting stronger and stronger. Once you get that bug going, you just
want to go for it. I’m glad that bug is there.” (About busy track activity today): “You
just don’t have a lot of luxury, timewise.”
KENNY BRACK: “We feel pretty good about it. We shook down, and we
ran pretty fast. The car handled good for our first day. We shook down both cars.
We’re somewhere in the ballpark. It’s going to be a close field. A lot of competition. I
just think we are going to be right there. I’ve got three chassis, and they’re racewinning cars. It’s easy to be a driver when you’re in circumstances like that.”
SCOTT HARRINGTON: “We had an engine problem. We won’t know
exactly what the problem was until we get a chance to go over it. I was coming off of
Turn 4 when I lost power. I never hit the wall or anything; I just coasted to a stop.
We’ll know more later tonight. We’ll probably take the backup car out tomorrow.”
JERET SCHROEDER: “I’m having as much fun with the fans as I am out
on the track. These fans are incredible. We were just going out and double-checking
things, and doing a few laps just to get comfortable again. 218.648 isn’t bad. We
have a full week ahead of us to get the car even better. The Cobb Racing team is
working hard, and we’re rolling.”
ROBBY McGEHEE: “I’m happy with our work today. We’re basically
developing the car, and getting closer and closer on the setup. I consider it a great
first day. I love being here. This is such an awesome place to race, but now we’ve
got to go to work.”
DAVE CONTI (Owner, #55 McGehee): “The first day went very well. These
are much different conditions from ROP, so we spent a lot of time adjusting to that.
Our goal is not to rush but to be a slow and methodical and build up speed. We
accomplished what we set out to do today and laid some very solid groundwork."
***
Thirty-three drivers and 37 cars were on track today, running 1,553 laps:
Cars on track today: #2 Ray, #2T Ray, #3T Boesel, #4T Goodyear, #5 Luyendyk, #6
Salazar, #6T Salazar, #7T Gregoire, #8 Sharp, #9 Hamilton, #10T Paul, #11 Boat,
#11T Boat, #12 Calkins, #14 Brack, #14T Brack, #17 Miller #18 Borkowski, #19T
Wattles, #21T Ward, #28 Dismore, #30 Kite, #31 Firestone, #35 Knapp, #42
Hollansworth, #43 Steele, #46 Groff, #51 Cheever, #52 Eyckmans, #55 McGehee,
#66 Harrington, #81 R. Unser, #91 B. Lazier, #92 J. Unser, #96 Schroeder, #98
Beechler, #99 Schmidt.
***
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999 (cont.):
The 37 cars on the track today were the second-highest number in the
history of the track on the official Opening Day. Thirty-nine cars were on the track on
Opening Day in 1994. The 1,553 laps completed were the second highest on
Opening Day since records were kept. Drivers turned 1,733 laps on Opening Day in
1994.
***
There were 12 yellow flags for one hour, 30 minutes. Forty-five cars have
passed initial technical inspection, with five in the process. Forty-four drivers have
passed physicals by 6 p.m. Saturday, said Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical
director.
***
Since 1994, a Team Menard car has turned the fastest practice speed of
the day at this event 21 times.
***
The track is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday for practice. Gates open at 9
a.m. Indy FanFest is open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

2T
5
4T
99
14T
91
21T
51

Greg Ray
Arie Luyendyk
Scott Goodyear
Sam Schmidt
Kenny Brack
Buddy Lazier
Jeff Ward
Eddie Cheever Jr.

9
10

42
11T

John Hollansworth Jr.
Billy Boat
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Glidden/Menards
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Pennzoil Panther/G Force
Unistar Auto Insurance
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn
Pagan Racing/Dallara/Oldsmobile
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage
Group-Dallara
pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara
A.J. Foyt Racing

225.887
225.163
224.405
224.394
222.910
222.866
222.096
221.888
221.811
221.724

RAY, LUYENDYK TOP 225 ON OPENING DAY
INDIANAPOLIS, May 15, 1999 -- Greg Ray led the opening day of practice
rd
for the 83 Indianapolis 500 at 225.887 mph in his backup car Saturday at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Ray and Arie Luyendyk both were faster than the best official lap ever
turned by a new-formula Indy Racing League car at the Speedway, 224.573 by Billy
Boat in 1998. Luyendyk opened his final year at the Speedway with a top speed of
225.163 in the Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
“You have to be comfortable to go fast,” Ray said. “I have a high regard for
this place, and it can get away from you in a hurry.”
Practice resumes from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. Pole Day is May 22; Race
Day May 30.
Ray completed 64 laps on the 2.5-mile oval under partly cloudy skies in the
Glidden/Menards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone. His best lap came with less than 90
minutes left in the seven-hour practice session. Since 1994, a Team Menard car has
turned the fastest practice speed of the day at this event 21 times.
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear was third fastest at
224.405 in the backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear, followed by
Luyendyk’s teammate Sam Schmidt at 224.394 in the Unistar Auto Insurance G
Force/Aurora/Firestone. It was Schmidt’s fastest unofficial lap at the Speedway.
1998 Indy Racing League champion Kenny Brack was fifth fastest at
222.910 in the A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Defending
champion Eddie Cheever Jr. was eighth fastest at 221.888 in the Team Cheever/The
Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara Dallara/Infiniti/Goodyear.
John Hollansworth Jr. was the fastest rookie at 221.811 in the
pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara Dallara/Aurora/Firestone, ninth fastest overall.
Thirty-three drivers in 37 cars combined to complete 1,553 laps. The 37
cars on the track were the second-highest number on the official Opening Day since
records were kept. Thirty-nine cars were on the track on Opening Day in 1994. The
1,553 laps completed were the second highest on Opening Day. Drivers turned
1,733 laps on Opening Day in 1994.
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Rodger Ward will be honored Sunday to
begin the Indy Racing Legends Week. Ward, winner in 1959 and 1962, will drive his
1959 winning Leader Card/Watson machine around the track at 3:45 p.m. after
signing autographs at FanFest from 2-3 p.m.
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DAY 2 - SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999
Entry updates:
•Jim Guthrie is the driver of the #34 Team Coulson/Dallara Dallara/Aurora,
with tire choice to be announced. The car is fielded by Team Scandia with Mark
Harlan as chief mechanic.
•Dane Harte was named as chief mechanic of the EGP/Beaulieu of
America Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear driven by #52 Wim Eyckmans and fielded by
Team Cheever.
•The #77 Chastain Motorsports entry was officially withdrawn.
***
Eddie Carpenter, stepson of Indianapolis Motor Speedway President Tony
George, earned the first MCI WorldCom USAC national midget victory of his career
Saturday night at Louisville Motor Speedway in Louisville, Ky.
***
1996 Bank One Indianapolis 500 Rookie of the Year Tony Stewart finished
15th in the Pontiac Excitement 400 NASCAR Winston Cup race on Saturday night at
Richmond, Va. Stewart will compete in this event in the #22 The Home Depot
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear fielded by Tri Star Motorsports, co-owned by Stewart, Larry
Curry and Andy Card.
***
Sixty-one race cars were in Gasoline Alley at 10:30 this morning.
***
“Pep Boys TV,” large video screens in the concourse area behind the main
straightaway and inside Indy FanFest, went on the air Saturday. The screens will
feature continuous highlights of live on-track action, live and taped interviews, and
rd
other highlights from the 83 Indianapolis 500.
***
Tri Star Motorsports will feature a continuous audio and video feed from its
Gasoline Alley garage on the Internet at www.tristarmotorsports.com . The site also
will feature daily chat sessions and interviews with team manager Larry Curry, and
drivers Tony Stewart and Jack Miller.
***
PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 11 a.m., the air temperature was 74 degrees with a relative humidity of
64 percent and southwest winds at 12 mph. The track temperature was 108 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during first day of practice, Saturday: 225.887, #2T
Greg Ray
***
11 a.m. – GREEN. #42 John Hollansworth Jr. first car on track.
11:20 a.m. – Cahill Racing reported that it will practice with its backup #98
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone for driver Donnie Beechler due to engine problems
Saturday.
11:28 a.m. – RUNNING YELLOW. #19T Wattles ran out of fuel, needs towin after car stopped on inside of track in short chute between Turns 3 and 4.
11:33 a.m. – GREEN.
11:34 a.m. -- #8 Scott Sharp fastest at 220.946 mph.
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
11:35 a.m. – YELLOW. #11 Billy Boat hits outside retaining wall in Turn 1.
Car performed half-spin midway through Turn 1, making heavy contact with left rear
and left side of car. Heavy damage to left rear and left side of car. Boat climbs from
car without assistance.
11:50 a.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry
Bock: #11 Billy Boat was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
BILLY BOAT: “We were trying a few things on the setup. I hadn’t run this
setup before, and it just jumped out on me and got away. It’s too bad. I think we were
on a good combination. Everything is fine. I’m just a little sore. It was an absolute
brand-new race car, and that’s what makes it difficult.”
11:56 a.m. – GREEN.
12:19 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:29 p.m. – GREEN.
12:32 p.m. -- #2 Ray turns fastest lap at 223.469. #5 Luyendyk second
fastest at 222.883.
12:33 p.m. -- #2 Ray turns fastest lap at 224.115.
As of 12:55 p.m., #2 Ray was fastest at 225.124.
12:58 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on back straightaway.
1:01 p.m. – GREEN.
1:29 p.m. – YELLOW. #8 Sharp smoking, apparent engine malfunction.
Crew confirms engine malfunction.
1:43 p.m. – GREEN. #22 Tony Stewart on track for first time at this event.
2 p.m. – Leaders: #2 Ray 225.124; #5 Luyendyk 225.674; #4T Goodyear
222.134; #14T Brack 220.967; #8 Sharp 220.946.
***
Rookie Nick Firestone took a few moments Sunday to talk about his initial
experiences at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Firestone is driving the #31 Team
Losi/Firestone/Vineyard/Fastrod/McCormack Motorsports G Force/Aurora/Firestone
as a teammate to veteran Jimmy Kite.
NICK FIRESTONE: “It’s pretty amazing. I’ve signed more autographs in
one day than I have in my entire career. They talk about guys coming out of the
woodwork. Well, I’m one of those guys to some of these people.” (About the car):
“We’re just chasing the chassis. We have a bad push right now. We’ve got a new
car, and that’s a good thing. But we’ve also got the new-car teething blues.”
***
Eddie Cheever Jr. is working closely with his teammate, Belgian rookie Wim
Eyckmans, in an effort to get Eyckmans accustomed to driving at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. In fact, Cheever was spotted in the pits Sunday pointing out
sections of the 2.5-mile oval on a map with Eyckmans.
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “It’s a step-by-step progression. We go over
everything with him. The tires, setups, speeds in the corners, how to take the turns,
and right now it’s going very well.”
***
Rookies Robby McGehee and Mike Borkowski continued to ride the
learning curve Sunday at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. McGehee is driving the #55
Energizer Advanced Formula Dallara/Aurora/Firestone; Borkowski is driving the #18
PDM Racing G Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
ROBBY McGEHEE: “Things are going well. We’re using all the time we can
to get up to speed. But at present, we’re chasing a push.” (About racing at
Indianapolis): “It’s incredible. I’m at a famous track and a famous race. It’s been a
childhood dream. What more could I say?”

17

DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
MIKE BORKOWSKI: “We’re not quick enough right now. We need another
5 mph to be comfortable. We don’t have a spare car, and (co-owner) Paul
(Diatlovich) is really good with rookies. So we make one small change at a time.”
(About racing at Indianapolis): “It’s awesome. When I’m on the track, I don’t think
about it very much. It’s after that it sinks in. It’s so important to everyone here (in
Indianapolis). Other drivers have told me that it’s after the month of May that it really
sinks in that you raced in Indianapolis.”
***
1959 and 1962 Indianapolis 500 winner Rodger Ward was honored Sunday
as part of Indy Racing Legends Week at the Speedway.
RODGER WARD: (Comparing Indy Racing in the 1950s and 1960s to
today): “Actually, with this bunch of young kids that we have coming on … I say
young kids. Most of them are fairly young. But they grew up driving sprint cars and
midgets. I can tell you this: That when you learn how to drive a race car, coming here
and going this fast is a little bit different. But I assure you that the training you get in
a midget and sprint car, and perhaps in a Silver Crown car, is really the kind of
experience that makes you into a damn good race driver.” (About changes in this
facility through the years): “Well, I think the way the facility has been managed,
they’re doing a great job. I think it was really a shame to only be using this facility
once a year.” (Advice for Indianapolis rookies): “This is your first race. You want to
stay out there and stay out of trouble and get some experience. Learning is what it’s
all about. And then you come back the next year to win.” (About interaction with
other past Indy 500 winners): “Well, we lie to each other about how great we were.
(Laughter) It’s a very select group of people. How many people do you know that can
say they’ve truly fulfilled their lifetime ambition? Well, you’re sitting with one.” (Has
the importance of winning Indy changed over the years?): “I tell you, it’s a dream
come true when you win this race. I don’t care where else you’ve ran. Until you’ve
run here and been lucky enough to win it, it’s another whole story.” (See page 200
for full transcript of Rodger Ward interview.)
***
Indy Racing League veteran Marco Greco visited Gasoline Alley Sunday,
trying to find a ride for this race.
***
John Lopes, general manager of TeamXtreme, had a tough day Sunday as
he lost the stone from his treasured West Point graduation ring when it fell out of its
setting in Gasoline Alley. TeamXtreme fields cars for rookie John Hollansworth Jr.
and veteran Mike Groff.
***
PRACTICE RUNNING (cont.):
As of 2:45 p.m., rookie #55 Robby McGehee was fourth fastest at 221.500.
2:48 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:58 p.m. – GREEN.
3:05 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:10 p.m. – GREEN.
3:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Ceremonial lap by two-time Indianapolis 500 winner
Rodger Ward.
RODGER WARD (1959 and 1962 Indianapolis 500 winner) (After his
ceremonial lap in the Leader Card-Watson roadster that he drove to victory in ’59,
‘62): “You just can’t explain what a wonderful feeling it was to get out there. It was
hard not to want to stand on it a little bit.” (About Indy career): “I was very fortunate. I
had some great cars here at Indianapolis.”
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
4:02 p.m. – GREEN.
4:13 p.m. – Winds increase to 14 mph from the south.
4:57 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
5:02 p.m. – GREEN.
5:15 p.m. -- #11T Boat returns to track for first time since accident at 11:35
this morning.
5:31 p.m. – RUNNING YELLOW. Dead bird on track.
5:34 p.m. – GREEN.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice.
***
Bluegreen Corporation, a leading U.S. developer and marketer of timeshare
resorts and residential land, was announced as the title sponsor for this event of the
#20 Blueprint-Immke Racing Dallara/Aurora/Firestone driven by Tyce Carlson.
Bluegreen Resorts operates 23 high-quality vacation ownership resorts,
predominantly throughout the Southeast and Midwest.
***
Nine Indy Racing League drivers joined Special Olympians for friendly
competition in horseshoe tossing, football throwing, basketball shooting and golf
th
putting, and a barbecue at the 19 annual “Save Arnold” barbecue in the infield of
the Speedway on Sunday afternoon. The barbecue benefits Special Olympics of
Indiana and is the state’s largest Special Olympics gathering. Drivers present were:
Arie Luyendyk, Dr. Jack Miller, Scott Sharp, Donnie Beechler, Sam Schmidt, Mike
Borkowski, Billy Roe, Stan Wattles, Wim Eyckmans.
The team from Knox County ARC won the competition. Speedway
President Tony George and Sharp participated with the winning team. The team
from Pike County finished second with help from Wattles, and the team from
Madison County finished third with help from Luyendyk.
General Motors made a special donation of $5,000 to Special Olympics
during the barbecue.
MARI HULMAN GEORGE (Speedway Chairman of the Board): “We’re
thrilled to announce that $55,000 has been raised for Special Olympics of Indiana. I
would personally like to thank GM and Jug’s Catering. Jug has been a supporter for
the last 20 years. He’s the backbone of our program. This $55,000 brings the total
for the last 19 years to $1,000,456.”
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
KENNY BRACK: “We have a balanced car, but we need to find some more
speed. We tried a few things that didn’t work. We just have to go back to the
baseline and try something else. We’re where we need to be right now, but we just
need to be a little faster.” (What do you think the pole speed will be?): “I think it will
be around 224, 225.”
WIM EYCKMANS: “Things went much better today. Especially my first few
laps when I got up to speed very quickly and did a 218. I am pleased with my
219.904 time. We wanted to get into the 220’s today, and we came very close. I
actually was pacing at a 220 on one lap but then got caught in traffic. My line is
improving greatly. Eddie (Cheever) and Owen (Snyder) watched me on the monitor
and were then able to help me learn to stay higher and to turn in later … to make a
nice arc. Once I got that, it got better and better. I have a lot of confidence in this
team and the car. When they tell me there is more in the car, I don’t think about it. I
know they are right, and I go do it. To have that kind of trust is a great feeling.”
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
WIM EYCKMANS (cont.) (About difference between racing on ovals and
road courses): “Running on ovals is very different from what I am used to driving in
Europe. You must be so much smoother. It is a completely different style of driving. I
am getting the hang of it, and it’s a big help having Eddie there, who understands the
European way of doing things. He is able to quickly explain the subtleties on how to
switch over to this style of driving.”
BILL SPENCER (Chief mechanic, #14 Brack): “We’re pretty comfortable,
testing new pieces to see what works and what doesn’t. We’re seeing what we need
for a qualifying setup.”
ROBBY McGEHEE: “Today was another great day in terms of working our
plan. It feels good to get 220 (mph) behind us, but we still have things to work on and
are looking for that additional speed. This place is just great, and the fans are
remarkable. That’s going to take a little getting used to, but at the same time it’s nice
having people pulling for you and treating you so well. I can see why Indianapolis is
so special. “We’re real happy at this point today. We made a big jump in speed. The
Energizer car and crew are excellent. We’re right on schedule here, where we want it
to be. It’s really exciting to be here. We’re glad to be at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. It’s the place to be. It’s a childhood dream, and here we are.”
DAVE CONTI (Owner, #55 McGehee): “So far, so good. We made some
changes last night and picked up some speed. We’re still fighting a little understeer
and feel like there’s more speed to be had. Robby’s done a great job transitioning to
the car and track, and is really working hard and doing his part. We’ll try to make
small gains every day and work on our plan, keeping in mind the respect we have for
this place.”
DAVE STEELE: “It felt great to be out there this afternoon. We beat our
previous top practice time from April and had a good run. The wind was blowing
pretty hard in Turns 1 and 3, but otherwise the track and car felt good.” (About
getting advice from Indianapolis 500 winners Johnny Rutherford and Al Unser): “I’m
in a great spot now to learn from the world’s best. I’ll listen to whatever advice they’re
willing to give.”
DONNIE BEECHLER: “We’ve been fighting a push with the car. We’re
trying to figure it out. The track is getting a little bit greasy now. We’re not pushing it
today. If we ran 225 today, I don’t know what we’d do the rest of the week.”
MIKE BORKOWSKI: “Yesterday we started off with a big push and gained
about 3 mph with each change. But then the car started getting a little loose, and we
leveled off. Overnight we found a problem with the car that was causing it, so that
was good. Today we were just chipping away. I thought we could do 218, and we did
215.9. If we get up to 220, I think we’ll be OK as far as making the field. Fixing the
problem with the car gave us a few mph, and then we found a little more with each
change. I’ve driven the Indy Lights cars on superspeedways, but it was a lot
different. At Michigan in qualifying, you’re pretty much flat all the way around, and it’s
fairly easy to do. Plus there are two or three grooves there, so if you make a tiny
mistake, and you’re off by a few inches, it’s not a big deal. Here, you’re doing 220230, and the groove is narrow. If you’re off by a little bit, you’re in trouble. Some
drivers take a while to get used to the speed, but that doesn’t bother me at all. We’ve
just got a little balance problem right now.”
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
JERET SCHROEDER: “We at Cobb Racing decided to go out just to get
some miles on the car to see what the wind conditions, weather, what the car likes,
and what I like. We ended up a little bit slower than yesterday, but the conditions
weren’t so good today. I’m just really excited to be here. I can’t wait to get back in the
car and on to the track. It’s definitely a dream come true to have the opportunity to
take even one lap around the Speedway. I’m glad to have this opportunity with Cobb
Racing. Roberto Guerrero’s help is very significant.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “Today we ran race setups. We didn’t really work on
qualifying setup. I think we’re going to have a good race car. We’re happy we’re still
in the top 10.” (About windy track conditions): “I think it’s good practice. It could be
this way on Race Day. We ran many laps to get a feel for what it’s like out there.”
JEFF WARD: “Today we tried some new stuff this morning. It (new parts)
has been going in and out all day. We kind of found it this afternoon. I’m not looking
for the pole. I think we can be up front. It just depends on the circumstances. The
race is a long race. We have a good chance. We have a good car for the long run.
Qualifying is only four laps. We have to go 200 laps. I’d be lying to you to say that I
didn’t want the pole, but I think this week we’ll focus on doing some long runs. The
weather changes so much. We’ve got to get the race car running on all days. We’re
not worried about it.”
GREG RAY: “Today it was just windier. The air was thicker, more humid.
We had to keep changing the setup to go quick. I think we could have got the speed
we got yesterday, but we’re waiting until the end of the day.”
ROBBY GORDON: “It’s always good to come back to the Speedway. As a
kid, you always dream of being here. No matter what’s happening with the IRL and
CART, it’s great to be here. I believe we’ll climb in the car tomorrow, shake both cars
down, run about 150 miles, look at some data, get a baseline speed.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “Today we’re just putting together some bits and
pieces for the race. We tried some mechanical things. Overall, I think we learned
some things. We’ll just keep on working on things day in, day out.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “It is unusual to have wind this late in the evening,
but, I guess, at Indy nothing is unusual. This really plays with your balance. Going
into (Turn) 3, I hit 234. Down the front, I was at 236. All the time, I was like a cat on a
hot tin roof, skittering along, looking to regain the balance.” (Your focus this week):
“Engines, balance and finding what rubber will last the whole day. I believe we are
still 3 mph off where we want to be. We are working closely with Infiniti and
Goodyear to get there. If I had to break it out, a mile-and-a-half of that is still finding
the best balance of the car. In this camp, we are never happy until we’re first.” (About
rookie teammate Wim Eyckmans): “Like all rookies, he is impatient. He wants to be
farther along than he should be. We are pacing him so that he stays in line with the
learning curve. We wanted him to reach 220 today, and he came very close. He
should feel very good at where he is at.”
SCOTT HARRINGTON: “We’re kind of behind with the problems we had at
the Open Test and the misfortunes of losing the engine yesterday. We’re anywhere
from three to five days behind some of the other teams. But we picked up 2 mph
Sunday, so I’m pretty confident that we’ll be where we want to be next Saturday.”
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
STAN WATTLES (About participating in Save Arnold barbecue): “I really
enjoy working with the Special Olympics and look forward to future events. This is
such a great thing that Mari George does each year, and I’m happy to have been a
part of it. We had such a good time out there and probably would have won the
event if it weren’t for the Knox County ringer, Tony George.”
STEVE KNAPP: (About mechanical problems today): “I felt a big bang in
the back of the car and thought something in the gearbox had broke, but when I put
the clutch in, the revs were dead. The telemetry indicated the oil pressure went to
zero.” (About working on the car today): “They usually don’t let me touch the car.
They like it when I don’t touch anything around the engine. I don’t know if it helped,
but we got back on the track.”
DAVEY HAMILTON: “We gained a couple of mph today, and that was our
plan. Since we haven’t tested, we need to take things slow. This place can be tough
to figure out, but I think we are close to getting the car balanced. Once we get that
accomplished we will be able to fine-tune it and pick up even more speed. It just
takes time, but I think we will get there.”
JOHN O’GARA (Chief mechanic, #2 Ray): “We’ve been on a big learning
curve since we got here, but things have been going extremely well. It’s been a very
productive couple of days. The guys have been working their butts off. It’s great to
work with Greg. He’s on the gas every lap. Some drivers go out there, and stroke it a
bit and stand on the gas in spurts. Greg gives you his best lap every time. So you
learn about the car a lot more quickly.”
TONY STEWART: (You did a 222.091, are you happy about that?): “Yup, I
didn’t hit the wall. I was all over it (the track) on day one. I never doubted I could do
the job again, but I always wondered what it would be like. I’m driving a brand-new
car. I got it shook down, and we haven’t had to worry about motor problems, which is
uncharacteristic for the first day.” (What is Joe Gibbs’ involvement for this race?):
“He calls me every day and asks me how I did. He knows how much of a dream Indy
is for me and encourages me along the way.” (Talk about the Home Depot
sponsorship): “Larry (Curry) and I were trying to find a sponsor. We didn’t want to
just come here with nothing. Home Depot stepped up at the last minute and decided
to help us out.” (Do you feel your Winston Cup experience, with running other 500mile races will help here?): “It will definitely be a help for sure. The things I’ve
learned, I won’t share with anyone, but it will definitely help. The things I’ve learned,
like how to play the stops … I’ll have a pretty good direction. I’ll know better on Carb
Day what I want to get out of it. The biggest challenge will be the weather. There’s a
lack of track time, and we don’t have Saturday or Sunday to work with, so the
weather will play a really big role in dictating our direction. (Talk about the pressure
to qualify by 1:30 p.m. due to Charlotte race that night): “I really don’t feel pressure. I
only have one lap to qualify in the other races I do. You won’t have to hold your
breath for these four laps. I can screw one up and still make up for it in the three I
have left. I felt like I was driving a slot car out there today. I pointed the car, and it
went where I wanted it. It’s like this. If you take a tennis ball and a bowling ball
together and someone asks you to change the direction of one of them, you’ll
choose the tennis ball because it’s lighter and easier to guide. That’s what it’s like to
drive the Indy car compared to the stock car.”
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
TONY STEWART (cont.) (Talk about NASCAR and the relationship you
have with those drivers): “I feel like I’m part of a travelling circus. We all go to eat
together and sit around in the transporter area after the races. It’s great. It’s nice to
have a teammate like Bobby Labonte. Once they (NASCAR drivers) see that you’re
serious about racing and they understand that you intend to be there for a long time,
they accept you and really treat you like family.” (What will your reaction be if you
win?): “I don’t know because it hasn’t happened yet, but I’ll let you know if it
happens. I grew up in Columbus as a kid and watching the race was always a big
part of my life. I’d be stupid not to say it’s the most important race of my life.”
LARRY CURRY (Co-owner, #22 Stewart): (What is your battle plan?):“Last
year the emphasis was on the pole. This year we have a limited amount of practice
time. We’ll just make sure that we have a good, solid car and time for the race.”
(What has been your biggest challenge?): “Getting everything together. We got the
two cars. We got the deal for the engines with Brayton. We got the pit equipment and
fortunately, there were some good people available to help us out. The one thing we
didn’t have, you won’t believe! Just five days ago we still didn’t have uniforms. We
finally got that piece and we have our uniforms. We are literally receiving shirts
daily.” (What are your plans for Saturday and qualifying for the Winston?): “We need
a really LOW number for the draw. 1:30 will be our cutoff time. If Tony’s not qualified,
he’ll be looking at being a second-day qualifier.” (Are you feeling any redemption
being a car owner again?): “No, I don’t feel anything like that. Actually, I feel kind of
in awe. If someone told me 20 years ago that this would happen, I wouldn’t have
believed them. In the 70’s when I sold my drag car, I said I’d never do it again. The
one thing I have on my mind is to get both cars in the race and have one of those
cars in victory lane.” (Co-owner, #22 Stewart) (Talk about the logistics challenge):
“One of the reasons I wanted to do this with Tony is that I have worked with him
closely before, and we built a strong relationship. With such a short timeframe to
work with, this is a great help.” (Any more thoughts?): “Someone asked me if he wins
the race, will I go to Charlotte with him and watch him run down there. I told them
that if he wins, I’m not leaving Victory Circle. I’m spending the night there. I’m
drinking all the milk, and I’m hanging out with the wreath.”
***
Car builder-mechanic A.J. Watson will be honored Monday as Indy Racing
Legends Week continues at the Speedway. Ward will drive the 1955 race winner of
driver Bob Sweikert, who brought Watson his first victory as an Indy chief mechanic,
around the track at 3:45 p.m. after signing autographs at FanFest from 2-3 p.m.
Other legends honored are drivers Rodger Ward (May 16), Johnny
Rutherford (May 18), Jim Rathmann (May 20) and Lloyd Ruby (May 21).
***
Thirty-three drivers and 40 cars were on track today, running 1,738 laps:
Cars on track today: #2 Ray, #2T Ray, #3 Boesel, #4T Goodyear, #5 Luyendyk, #6
Salazar, #6T Salazar, #7 Gregoire, #8 Sharp, #8T Sharp, #9 Hamilton, #11 Boat,
#11T Boat, #12 Calkins, #12T Calkins, #14 Brack, #14T Brack, #17 Miller, #18
Borkowski, #19T Wattles, #20 Carlson, #21T Ward, #22 Stewart, #28 Dismore, #31
Firestone, #35 Knapp, #42 Hollansworth, #43 Steele, #46 Groff, #51 Cheever, #51T
Cheever, #52 Eyckmans, #55 McGehee, #66T Harrington, #81 R. Unser, #91 B.
Lazier, #92 J. Unser, #96 Schroeder, #98T Beechler, #99 Schmidt.
***
#81 Robby Unser turned 98 laps Sunday, more than any other driver.
***
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DAY 2 -- SUNDAY, MAY 16, 1999 (cont.):
The 1,738 laps completed today were the third-highest lap total on a Day 2
at this event since records have been kept. The highest total was 1,815 laps on Day
2 in 1994, with 1,798 laps run on Day 2 in 1993.
***
Seventy-seven cars have been on the track combined in the first two days,
the third-highest total since 1976. There were 90 cars on the track in the first two
days in 1994 and 78 in 1998.
There were 10 yellow flags for one hour, 37 minutes. Forty-five cars have
passed initial technical inspection, with five in the process. There were 67 cars on
the grounds at 6 p.m. Forty-six drivers have passed physicals by 6 p.m. Sunday,
said Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director.
***
The track is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday for practice. Gates open at 9
a.m. Indy FanFest is open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
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2
5
2T
4T
8T
14
22
21T
99
51T

TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Arie Luyendyk
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Scott Goodyear
Pennzoil Panther
Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
Jeff Ward
Pagan Racing
Sam Schmidt
Unistar Auto Insurance
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage
Group

225.124
224.674
224.411
222.750
222.288
222.288
222.091
221.948
221.697
221.582

RAY, LUYENDYK KEEP STRONGHOLD ON PRACTICE SPEED CHART
INDIANAPOLIS, May 16, 1999 -- Greg Ray and Arie Luyendyk were 1-2
rd
atop the speed chart for the second consecutive practice day for the 83
Indianapolis 500 on Sunday at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, with Ray setting the
pace at 225.124 mph in the primary Glidden/Menards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
Luyendyk was No. 2 at 224.674 in the Sprint PCS/Meijer G
Force/Aurora/Firestone. Ray and Luyendyk were 1-2, respectively, on Opening Day
Saturday at 225.887 and 225.163.
“Today it was just windier,” Ray said. “The air was thicker, more humid. We
had to keep changing the setup to go quick.”
Ray, from Plano, Texas, also was third fastest in his backup car at 224.411.
Practice resumes from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday. Pole Day is May 22; Race
Day May 30.
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear was fourth fastest at
222.750 in the backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear. 1998 Indy
Racing League champion Kenny Brack and Kelley Racing driver Scott Sharp tied for
fifth fastest at 222.288.
Defending race champion Eddie Cheever Jr. was 10th fastest at 221.413 in
the Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara Dallara/Infiniti/Goodyear.
1996-97 Indy Racing League champion Tony Stewart took his first practice
rd
lap for the 83 Indianapolis 500 in the #22 The Home Depot
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Stewart rounded out the day seventh fastest at 222.091.
Billy Boat was unhurt when he made heavy contact with the Turn 1 wall just
35 minutes into practice in the A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Boat
climbed from his car without assistance after the first accident of the event.
Thirty-three drivers in 40 cars combined to complete 1,738 laps.
th
Nine Indy Racing League drivers joined Special Olympians at the 19
annual “Save Arnold” barbecue. Mari Hulman George, chairman of the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, announced that $55,000 was raised today for the Special
Olympics of Indiana, bringing the total for the last 19 years to $1,000,456.
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Rodger Ward took a ceremonial lap in
the Leader Card-Watson roadster that he drove to victory in 1959 and 1962 to begin
the Indy Racing Legends Week.
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DAY 3 – MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999
Entry update:
•The G Force/Aurora/Firestone driven by Eliseo Salazar and fielded by
Nienhouse Motorsports now is known as the FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special.
***
ABC/ESPN motorsports reporter Marlo Klain gave birth to a boy at 8:30 this
morning. Jaren Scott Katz is 7 pounds, 3 ounces and 21 inches long. Jaren, Marlo
and her husband, Todd Katz, all are doing fine.
***
PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 11:02 a.m., the air temperature was 77 degrees with a relative humidity
of 74 percent and south winds at 13 mph. The track temperature was 114 degrees,
according to Goodyear engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 225.887, #2T
Greg Ray, Saturday, May 15.
***
11 a.m. – GREEN. #19T Stan Wattles first car on track.
As of 11:13 a.m., #2T Greg Ray was fastest at 223.564 mph.
11:21 a.m. – YELLOW. Smoke from rear of #8 Scott Sharp. Car stopped in
warmup lane in Turn 1. Sharp reported minor vibration to crew, shut off engine on
front straightaway before guiding car to a stop in warmup lane.
11:34 a.m. – GREEN.
11:37 a.m. -- #23T Robby Gordon on track for the first time this year at this
event.
As of 11:40 a.m., #2T Ray was fastest at 224.843.
11:53 a.m. -- #50 Roberto Guerrero on track for the first time this year at
this event.
11:57 a.m. – YELLOW. #18 Mike Borkowski does half-spin at exit of Turn 2,
hits outside retaining wall with left rear and left side of car. Car slides backward
against wall, stops on back straightaway. Heavy damage to left rear and left side of
car. Borkowski climbs from car into awaiting ambulance.
MIKE BORKOWSKI: “I got a little bit loose coming out of (Turn) 2. It was at
the exit of the turn, so it might have been a little wind gust. But the car just got away.
I’m fine. I feel sorry for the guys. It’s going to make for a long day and night. We’ll be
back, for sure. This is one of the biggest grids (field of cars), so our work is cut out
for us.”
12:14 p.m. – GREEN.
12:15 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry
Bock: #18 Mike Borkowski was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
12:21 p.m. – YELLOW. #11T Boat needs tow-in after stopping on inside of
back straightaway.
12:28 p.m. – GREEN.
BILLY BOAT: “It might be a crank trigger. The car went off song, and I
simply shut it down. We’re going to take it back to the garage and look at it more
thoroughly.”
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DAY 3 -- MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999 (cont.):
12:46 p.m. -- #54 Hideshi Matsuda on track for first time this year at this
event.
12:55 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on back straightaway.
12:59 p.m. – GREEN.
1 p.m. -- #15 Jaques Lazier on track for first time this year at this event.
South winds increase to 14 mph.
1:03 p.m. – YELLOW. #12 Calkins stops at exit of pits.
1:06 p.m. – GREEN.
1:10 p.m. -- #42 John Hollansworth Jr. recorded lap of 221.669, secondfastest of day.
1:34 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
1:40 p.m. – GREEN.
1:45 p.m. – YELLOW. #66T Scott Harrington hit outside retaining wall in
Turn 3 with right-front side of car, car slid down track into grass between Turns 3 and
4, climbed track and hit outside retaining wall at entrance of Turn 4 with right-front
side of car. Car performed 2½ spins after second impact with wall, facing backward
when stopping near exit of Turn 4. Heavy damage to right side of car. Harrington
climbed from car without assistance.
2:05 p.m. – GREEN.
2:15 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry Bock:
#66T Scott Harrington was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
SCOTT HARRINGTON: “The car just didn’t want to steer. I had a tailwind,
which helped me carry a little bit of speed in the corner. But it didn’t do that (steering
problems) the (prior) lap. That was the Aurora (engine in car). That was our backup
car. Now I’m down to one car. We hit a ton, but it doesn’t look that bad, the car. That
was a testimony of the strength of these IRL cars.” (About windy conditions): “We
needed the lap time, but up to that point I had no concerns about the car. It had
plenty of grip. Hopefully, this won’t throw us too far behind.”
2:23 p.m. – YELLOW. #11 Billy Boat hit outside retaining wall in Turn 3 with
right front and right side of car. Car slid down short chute between Turns 3 and 4,
stopping in Turn 4. Boat climbed from car without assistance. Heavy damage to right
side of car. Smoke poured from rear of car as Boat entered Turn 3, before impact.
2:35 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry Bock:
#11 Billy Boat was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, released
without injury and cleared to drive.
2:44 p.m. – GREEN.
***
Pennzoil Panther crew chief Kevin Blanch talked about the team’s
preparations this week for drivers Scott Goodyear and Dave Steele.
KEVIN BLANCH: (About rookie Dave Steele): “He’s got a lot to learn here,
but I’ll take him over any young guy out here. It may take six or seven sessions, but
he’ll be right there. He fits in very well with our team.” (About Scott Goodyear): “We
just went 220 on old tires and in these conditions.” (Confident?): “You have to be.
That’s the only way you’re going to win.”
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DAY 3 -- MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999 (cont.):
The car in which Billy Boat crashed this afternoon was the same car that he
drove to the PPG Pole at the 1998 Indianapolis 500.
BILLY BOAT: “You can get behind here real fast, and now we’ve got
two bent race cars. I don’t really know right now what happened. I knew early that I
was in trouble. The car never attempted to turn.” (Was it the wind?): “The wind hurts
everybody.” (About your bad luck so far this year at Indy): “This place doesn’t play
favorites.” (Are you OK?): “Fortunately, it was just a glancing blow.” (Are your spirits
OK?): “Well, they’ve certainly been better. It’s still Monday.”
***
Pennzoil Panther driver Scott Goodyear, a fan of country superstar Shania
Twain, extended an invitation to Twain and her band to visit the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway on Sunday. Twain and the band are in town for a concert tonight at Deer
Creek Music Center.
Many band members, led by bass player Andy Cichon, accepted
Goodyear’s invitation and visited the Speedway and Pennzoil Panther pits and
garage Sunday. The band then was invited to the charity benefit hosted by Arie
Luyendyk Sunday night at Sullivan’s Steakhouse in Indianapolis. There, the band
visited again with Goodyear and met Luyendyk and fellow drivers Sam Schmidt and
Eddie Cheever Jr.
The band offered tickets and backstage passes to tonight’s show to
Goodyear, Luyendyk, Schmidt and Cheever, and they accepted. So there will be an
Indy Racing League “row” tonight at the show.
***
Car builder and mechanic A.J. Watson was honored Monday as part of Indy
Racing Legends Week at the Speedway.
A.J. WATSON: (About similarities between racing in 1950s and 1960s and
today): “No, there’s not really any. There’s still a race, and there’s still race drivers.
The PDM crew is a crew from the old school.” (About roadsters at Indy): “It was just
a few years that they ran good. About 10 years, there. We just copied the Kurtis.
They just ran good, and all the drivers had to have one. So we kept building them.”
(About six-wheel Indy Racing car that Watson is rebuilding now): “I liked it and
thought it was a unique car. I started building it about six months ago. It’s a goodlooking car.” (See page 207 for a full transcript of the A.J. Watson interview.)
***
More than $30,000 was raised for The Villages, an Indiana non-profit
organization, on Monday night at a benefit hosted by Treadway Racing at Sullivan’s
Steakhouse in Indianapolis.
Many Indy Racing League drivers attended the event to help raise money
and to pay tribute to Treadway driver Arie Luyendyk, competing this year in his final
Indianapolis 500. Eddie Cheever Jr., Scott Goodyear and broadcaster Dave Calabro
roasted Luyendyk before a crowd of 350.
Other guests included Indianapolis Motor Speedway President Tony
George, Jason Belser of the Indianapolis Colts, many members of country superstar
Shania Twain’s band, and Indy Racing League drivers Sam Schmidt, Scott Sharp,
Roberto Guerrero, Robbie Buhl, Stan Wattles, Robby McGehee and Mike Borkowski.
More funding for The Villages through this event is still expected from
month-long promotional activities fulfilled by team sponsors Sprint PCS, Coca-Cola
and Meijer stores. Total donation figures are expected to exceed $35,000.
Indy Racing League drivers Steve Knapp and Robby Unser will sign
autographs from 7-8:30 tonight at the Meijer store on Southport Road in Indianapolis.
***
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DAY 3 -- MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999 (cont.):
PRACTICE RUNNING (cont.):
3:40 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain.
3:46 p.m. – Practice ended for day due to heavy thunderstorm.
***
Legendary car builder-mechanic A.J. Watson will drive his ceremonial lap
around the 2.5-mile mile oval at the Speedway at 3:45 p.m. Wednesday. Watson’s
lap in the 1955 race winner of driver Bob Sweikert, who brought Watson his first
victory as an Indy chief mechanic, was rained out Monday.
***
Thirty-seven drivers and 39 cars were on track today, running 913 laps:
Cars on track today: #2 Ray, #2T Ray, #3T Boesel, #4T Goodyear, #5 Luyendyk,
#6T Salazar, #7 Gregoire, #8 Sharp, #9 Hamilton, #10 Paul, #11 Boat, #11T Boat,
#12 Calkins, #14 Brack, #15 J. Lazier, #17 Miller, #18 Borkowski, #19T Wattles, #20
Carlson, #21T Ward, #22 Stewart, #23T Gordon, #28T Dismore, #30 Kite, #35
Knapp, #42 Hollansworth, #43 Steele, #46 Groff, #50 Guerrero, #52 Eyckmans, #54
Matsuda, #55 McGehee, #66T Harrington, #81 R. Unser, #91T B. Lazier, #92 J.
Unser, #96 Schroeder, #98T Beechler, #99 Schmidt.
***
#96 Jeret Schroeder turned 58 laps Monday, more than any other driver.
***
There were nine yellow flags for one hour, 38 minutes, including six minutes
for rain. The track was shut down 2 hours, 14 minutes early due to rain. Fifty-nine
cars have passed initial technical inspection, with five in the process. There were 64
cars eligible to compete at 4 p.m. Forty-seven drivers have passed physicals by 6
p.m. Monday, said Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director. Joe Gosek was the
sole driver to pass his physical Monday.
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
JAQUES LAZIER: “It’s going real well. I’ve got a brand-new engine. I’m just
trying to get back to where we were during the rookie test.” (About Phoenix
experience): “It was nice to run with some of the drivers. I know their style, and
hopefully they know mine, and they’re comfortable with me. I’ve got Mitch Davis in
my corner. We call him ‘Superman.’ He’s just a real plus.”
ROBERTO GUERRERO: “It was our first time out. It wasn’t the best time to
go out, with the conditions. But then again, you can learn some things. But with the
wind, we just can’t afford to go out and bend a race car. I’m convinced we have a
good package. But you can’t really judge changes you make when the wind is this
strong.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “It’s going great. Our program is to go out at 11 a.m. every
day with a full load of fuel and run it down. What we found out today is that the setup
we had will not work on race day. We went out in the afternoon, and we have a setup
that we’ll try tomorrow morning. Our expectations are pretty high. We went 220
(mph) this afternoon in a pretty stiff wind.”
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DAY 3 -- MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999 (cont.):
TONY STEWART: “Our day was uneventful. We had planned to run 50 or
60 laps and work on race setups. But with the conditions, we decided not to. It’s Day
2, not Day 4 or 5. When Billy Boat crashes, it’s not a good day.” (About returning to
Indy): “It’s like putting on an old pair of shoes. You’re not familiar at first, but after a
few laps I felt real confident. Every time you drive in this place, you want to stop for
five minutes because the place will tell you stories. It’s great to be a part of the
changes here. I mean, I would have liked to have been here with the wooden
garages. But it’s neat to be a part of this era, too.” (About chances for victory): “I
wouldn’t be here if I didn’t think we could win. Sure, it’s a new team, but the team I
was with had years of experience. It’s always difficult to win here.”
STEVE KNAPP: “We’re slowly gaining. I think the wind made it a little tough
for everyone out there. But it might be windy on race day. The steering in my car is a
little quicker than I’d like it to be. But we’ll get it sorted out. I know this car is capable
of going faster.”
SCOTT SHARP: “This morning the motor blew when I was running at some
pretty good speeds. The crew was working on it, and we were just planning to go
back out when the rain hit. We weren’t able to accomplish a lot. But we hope to have
a full day tomorrow to lay down some good, solid laps.”
MARK DISMORE: “It’s really too bad that we got cut short today. That’s
Mother Nature for you. There were specific items on our checklist that we didn’t get
to, but we’ll continue to work on tire wear tomorrow as we did this morning. We want
a race that’s easy on tires.”
KENNY BRACK: “We’re starting to pick up speed, as we’re getting close to
the top of the field. There is more speed to find. We’re confident we can dabble with
the aero package. We have closed the gap. We’re not there yet, but we’ll continue to
keep working. It was windy, gusty. You have to be careful.”
DAVE STEELE: “We ran well this morning, but when the wind kicked up
around noon, we decided to pull it back in the garage. I felt good behind the wheel
and am gaining confidence on the track.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “Conditions on the track today were less than
perfect, but we went out for a while to check the set up and decided to head back to
the garage for pit-stop practice and wait out the weather. We spent most of our time
on quick-speed tire changes, but once the rain hit we obviously called it a day. We’re
looking forward to getting back at it tomorrow.”
HIDESHI MATSUDA: “I only ran nine laps. The car felt good. The car is
almost check. Due to the wind, I drove the car a bit carefully but still ran the car at
about 215 (mph).”

30

DAY 3 -- MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999 (cont.):
GREG RAY: “The setup was good, but the track conditions were tricky. It
was humid, and the track temperature was about 103 degrees. I’m pleased with my
crew and the adjustments they made based on the conditions. It was very windy.
The 40-mph gusts were felt in Turn 4. Today’s conditions were far from perfect, but I
really thought we could do a 225, and I was really trying. It was windy, the track was
greasy, and it was getting pretty hot and muggy out there today. Maybe as a
personal challenge to defy the conditions, or something, I really wanted that 225. But
overall, we’re pretty happy with the work we got accomplished today. We ran 219’s
with full fuel and second-run tires in the conditions being what they were. The
weather stopped us from being able to go out there and try to lay down a faster lap.
But that will wait until another day. Basically, we’re trying to turn over all the stones,
crossing off the things that aren’t working for us and trying to learn as much as we
can.”
ROBBY GORDON: “We didn’t hit our goal for the day, but that’s OK. We
did a lot of testing here before we showed up this week. We would’ve like to have
gotten up to speed today, but we were shaking down our backup car, which will
eventually be our primary car when we get it sorted out. We put about 30 miles on it
today. But the end of the day was wiped out by rain. In fact, I was heading into Turn
2 on my first hot lap of the afternoon session when it started pouring. It’s amazing
how big the raindrops are around here. By the time I got back to the pits, I was
pulling rooster tails.”
BUDDY LAZIER: “Today was better than previous days. You’re never
happy unless you’re the quickest. We tried a lot of different things with the setup.
Despite the wind, we ran the car hard today. There are 32 drivers to beat, no one in
particular.”
JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR.: (How much help has Gary [Bettenhausen,
hired as driving coach in April and May for John and TeamXtreme] been?): “Gary
has been a great help. Really, I thought a lot of his help would be done as far as the
driver instruction side of things, but he’s jumped in and helped us with Mark Weida,
our engineer. They’ve been working on car setup issues as well, so he’s been a
great addition to the team. (How has Gary helped you with the wind conditions?):
“Gary’s been a lot of help that in just giving me an outline or a bench mark if you
will…in terms of what to do or not to do. If the wind’s coming from the south you’re
going to handle (Turns) 1 and 2 differently than 3 and 4.” (Please describe the
pressure put on a rookie?): “For a rookie it’s a two-part sequence or at least it is for
me. You work a good part of your racing or all of your racing life to get here, but
getting here doesn’t mean you’re here. You’re here if you’re here this time next
week. So I don’t feel outside pressure other than just my own.” (About his work with
a simulator to improve his racing performance): “The best simulator is going out like I
did today. There’s a point where the transition skills stop working, and I think we’re
there.” (Please fill in the blank – The biggest thing I’ve learned about the Indianapolis
500 that I didn’t know before I started practicing is): “How much to respect the track
and the conditions. And probably, secondly, to be patient.”
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DAY 3 -- MONDAY, MAY 17, 1999 (cont.):
The track is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday for practice. Gates open at 9
a.m. Indy FanFest is open from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

2T
42
14
5
4T
99
91T

8
9
10

22
2
21T
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TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
John Hollansworth Jr.
pcsave/Lycos/Dallara
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Arie Luyendyk
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Scott Goodyear
Pennzoil Panther
Sam Schmidt
Unistar Auto Insurance
Buddy Lazier
Delta Faucet-Coors Light/TaeBo/Hemelgarn Racing
Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Jeff Ward
Pagan Racing/Dallara/Oldsmobile

224.843
221.669
221.282
221.119
220.848
220.448
219.909
219.764
219.700
219.673

RAY FASTEST AGAIN IN PRACTICE; ROOKIE HOLLANSWORTH NO. 2
INDIANAPOLIS, May 17, 1999 -- Greg Ray was the fastest driver in
Indianapolis 500 practice for the third day in a row, but rookie John Hollansworth Jr.
made quite an impression Monday after finishing second fastest before rain ended
the day’s session approximately two hours early.
Ray, from Plano, Texas, was fastest again at 224.843 mph in his backup
Glidden/Menards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone when rain forced the cancellation of
practice at 3:46 p.m.
Hollansworth, from Dallas, posted his best lap of 221.669 in windy
conditions in the primary pcsave.com/Lycos Dallara/Aurora/Firestone. TeamXtreme
hired Indy veteran Gary Bettenhausen as a driving coach for Hollansworth earlier
this season, but the entire team has been soaking up his expertise.
“Gary has been a great help,” Hollansworth said. “Really, I thought a lot of
his help would be done as far as the driver instruction side of things, but he’s jumped
in and helped us with Mark Weida our engineer. They’ve been working on car setup
issues as well, so he’s been a great addition to the team.”
Practice resumes from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday. Pole Day is May 22; Race
Day May 30.
1998 Indy Racing League champion Kenny Brack was third fastest at
221.282 in the A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear, followed by
Arie Luyendyk in the #5 Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone at 221.119.
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear was fifth fastest at
220.848 in the backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
Like Ray, Luyendyk and Goodyear have been among the five fastest
drivers all three days of practice in an impressive show of speed and consistency.
Tough times continued for 1998 Indianapolis 500 pole sitter Billy Boat, who
crashed for the second consecutive day and also encountered mechanical problems
in his A.J. Foyt Racing entry. Boat was unhurt in the Turn 3 crash and ended up
th
posting the 11 -best speed of the day, 219.603, in his backup car.
Four drivers took their first practice laps for the 83rd Indianapolis 500: rookie
Jaques Lazier, and veterans Robby Gordon, Roberto Guerrero and Hideshi
Matsuda.
Thirty-seven drivers in 39 cars combined to complete 913 laps Monday.
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DAY 4 – TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999
Entry updates:
•Skip Faul is the chief mechanic for the #5 and #5T Sprint PCS/Meijer G
Force/Aurora/Firestone driven by Arie Luyendyk.
•The car name for the #18 and #18T driven by rookie Mike Borkowski and
fielded by PDM Racing, Inc. is Damon’s/Bluegreen/AT&T/Icehouse/Earl’s G
Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
•The primary #12 Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat car driven by Buzz
Calkins is now the team’s G Force chassis. The backup #12T car is now the team’s
Dallara chassis.
***
The start of practice, scheduled for 11 a.m., was delayed by wet track
conditions caused by overnight and morning rain. At 11:15 a.m., the weather cleared
enough to permit a fleet of track trucks to start drying the track.
***
Arie Luyendyk and Treadway Racing teammate Sam Schmidt met with the
media this morning to talk about “Arie’s Final 500.”
ARIE LUYENDYK: (Choose one difference between your first “500” in 1985
and your final race this year): “More busy, with press conferences and everything.
But really, there’s not one word to describe it. Driving is the same, and so is the
approach. Although this year is my last year as an active driver, I will still be working
with the Treadway Racing team and maybe doing some broadcasting. I do not feel
dramatic toward leaving because I’ll still be here. I never thought I would hold the
speed records I have. In order to be successful, you need the right crew and
engineers that you can work with. And you need the right chemistry together. I have
a great relationship with Tim (Wardrop). You’re only as good as your car and your
crew. Experience is the major part of my success on ovals.” (About plans after
retirement): “I think I can help my son become a professional driver. He’s doing great
in Holland. He has a great coach, Seth Foster. In another way, I kind of want to stay
away but just find a way to get money for him and trying to get him experience on as
many courses as possible. There’s a possibility I may be in sports cars again. I’ve
always wanted to be with a competitive outfit at Le Mans. Maybe that will be my one
race next year. Maybe I’ll practice in a shifter kart at Phoenix to stay in shape.”
(About chances for victory this year): “Winning the Indianapolis 500 is doable
because I have a great team, especially in the pits. I need to stay in the lead lap, and
if I’m still around at about Lap 150 or 160, I have a great chance to win. Not counting
on it, but working on it.” (About retiring completely from the sport if he wins at Indy
this year): “I’m not sure if I’m going to totally retire (as a driver). It’s going to be
tough, because I want to be in a racecar. I probably will not be able to be drawn back
here again. I want to spend time with my family and do other things that life has to
offer.” (About strategy at Indy): “A lot can happen. You can get caught up in
accidents. I always try to run with a certain reserve when I have to.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “Arie has really helped me. He has always been
approachable, and the team has been like an open book. Arie would put on a
headset and talk to the engineer about what was going on with my car. I wish he
could help me at all the tracks.” (About windy conditions Monday): “The wind didn’t
affect me much yesterday. All the years I spent at Willow (Springs Raceway in
California) made the wind easy to deal with. My background gives me confidence,
but I still must be cautious and careful out there.”
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DAY 4 -- TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999
Brenda Caron, wife of Team Cheever manager Dick Caron, gave birth to an
8-pound, 1-ounce girl, Mackenzie Le, at 9:27 p.m. Monday night at St. Vincent’s
Hospital in Indianapolis. This is the couple’s third child. Brenda and MacKenzie are
doing well.
***
Allan Pagan, co-owner of the #21 Pagan Racing entry driven by Jeff Ward,
celebrates his 44th birthday today.
***
Rookie Mike Borkowski and car co-owner Paul Diatlovich met with the
media this morning to talk about their chances in the Indianapolis 500 this year.
Borkowski comes to Indy after competing in Indy Lights and SCCA Trans-Am road
racing during his career.
MIKE BORKOWSKI: “Of any tracks I’ve raced, this is the most difficult and
challenging. The conditions here at Indy are always changing. But with Paul
(Diatlovich), my confidence is high.” (About the difference between an Indy Racing
car and an Indy Lights car): “The speed and power of the Indy (Racing) cars is much
greater, and we have the ability to be able to set up the car to do almost anything we
want. Cars are universal, in a way. But it is important to know the limits of the car in
order to be successful. The Lights really help you prepare.” (About acclimating to
Indy): “The first thing I learned about Indy is not looking at Turn 2 when you’re going
into Turn 3. I feel like I can give decent feedback to Paul because of my experience
in Lights. As I get more experienced, I will be able to provide more feedback. On a
day as windy as yesterday, I must be careful. When I lose the car, the first thing that
goes through my mind is, ‘This is not good, and how long is this going to sit us
down?’ And the last thing I think is, ‘I hope it doesn’t hurt.’ My goal is to be
competitive and successful, and I’m getting good support from the Rahal racing
team, and they always ask me how they can help.” (About accident during practice
Monday): “The best guys crash cars. But I felt like a real jerk when I crashed
yesterday. The team has been great. They’ve done their best to get the car back
together and ready to run again quickly.”
PAUL DIATLOVICH: “Mike Borkowski is PDM rookie number 47, and we
have a knack for getting maximum performance out of our rookies. We’d like to get a
season-long deal with Mike, but we have no funding past Indy right now. Damon’s
(Barbecue) does have interest in going on, based on how well we do at Indy.” (About
practice strategy): “We have to be careful because we made a mistake in the setup
yesterday.” (About Borkowski’s crash Monday): “After yesterday’s crash, we were
going through the broken parts and pieces and found some electronics that don’t
belong to our race car. We found out that parts came from the camera we hit. Our
major concern is the safety of the driver. We’ve built many cars, and we can build
many more.” (About working with Borkowski): “We take pride in the fact that we got
Mike started. When we get someone along and get them aspired, we are happy.
We’d love to see what we could do with a big budget. We could constantly throw new
stuff on the car and probably be one of the best.”
***
th
Jim Phillippe is celebrating his 50 year as a member of the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway public-address announcing staff. Phillippe was honored Monday
night at a dinner at the Brickyard Crossing Resort & Motel.
***
th
#98 Donnie Beechler is celebrating his 38 birthday today. Beechler will
receive a present today, as the Cahill Racing team will receive two new engines for
its Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
DONNIE BEECHLER: “222 mph would be a nice birthday gift.”
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DAY 4 -- TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999 (cont.):
Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford was honored
Tuesday as part of Indy Racing Legends Week at the Speedway. Rutherford is
celebrating the 25th anniversary of his first victory, in 1974. Rutherford also won in
1976 and 1980.
JOHNNY RUTHERFORD: (About his legendary status at Indy): “I still don’t
accept the title as a legend. I was just a guy who got to do something he really loved.
I think with technology today, there are so many things that don’t work anymore.
Times change, and things change. I’m not sure fans have time to create a favorite.
It’s just not perceived the same way it was. The fans are going to have to pick the
drivers. I really think it’s a different day and age, and I’d be interested to take a drive
in the new IRL cars and compare them to the cars I drove in the past. The electricity
around this place is still here. The halo of energy still hangs. There’s only one other
track I feel the same electricity, and that is Darlington racing stock cars. I think the
drivers today show a great deal of talent. What I’ve seen since the inception of the
IRL, they all show a great ability and desire. The way you keep and maintain a ride is
a little bit different. The dollars come into play.” (About his retirement from racing): “It
hurt a lot. To have done that for so long as I did, and for it to be such a big part of my
life … I could feel it getting a little tighter. It gets to the point where car owners say,
‘Hey, you’re getting too old. I’ve got to get a young kid.’” (About whether another
driver can win races in many different series during his career): “I don’t think time
constraints will allow us to see that anymore. We ran Grand Nationals. We’d run
Atlanta (in NASCAR) if there wasn’t a scheduled race in USAC. If there wasn’t a
scheduled race in USAC, we’d run down there somewhere.” (About the significance
of his racing career): “Still being involved means a lot to me because it’s my life. It’s
something as a youngster I’ve dreamed of. I hope it never goes away.” (See page
210 for a full transcript of Johnny Rutherford's interview.)
***
PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 2:03 p.m., the air temperature was 67 degrees with a relative humidity of
65 percent and west winds at 13 mph. At 1:45 p.m., the track temperature was 104
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 225.887, #2T
Greg Ray, Saturday, May 15.
***
2:01 p.m. – RUNNING YELLOW to open track. #23 Gordon first on track.
Track opened three hours, one minute late due to wet track conditions caused by
overnight and morning rain.
2:06 p.m. – GREEN.
2:15 p.m. -- #51T Eddie Cheever Jr. fastest at 220.848 mph.
2:16 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
2:25 p.m. – Rain reported at north end of track and in Turn 1. Practice
suspended.
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DAY 4 – TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999 (cont.):
Angela Purichia, the daughter of longtime Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Safety Patrol member Carol Purichia, is a captain in the U.S. Air Force, flying a KC135 refueling plane in the NATO campaign over Bosnia.
Purichia is a 1987 graduate of Chatard High School in Indianapolis and a
1991 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy.
Carol Purichia is a former assistant football coach at Indiana State.
***
At 3:27 p.m., three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford drove
ceremonial laps in the 1952 Cummins Diesel driven in the Indianapolis 500 by
Freddie Agabashian. Rutherford was honored today as part of Indy Racing Legends
Week.
JOHNNY RUTHERFORD: “It felt great. That one was for Freddie. It’s a
great race car, and I now know how Freddie could have set a record in it. I’m very
proud to be involved with the IRL and Indianapolis.”
***
Talk about a tight schedule: Driver Buzz Calkins left the Speedway Monday
afternoon after practice was canceled and drove to Northwestern University in
Evanston, Ill., where he is studying for his master’s degree in business
administration at the prestigious Kellogg School of Management, to attend an
evening class in securities analysis. He drove back to Indianapolis last night and was
at the Speedway this morning for practice.
***
PRACTICE RUNNING (cont.):
At 3:37 p.m., the air temperature was 67 degrees with a relative humidity of
61 percent and west winds at 15 mph with gusts to 26 mph. At 3:20 p.m., the track
temperature was 100 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
3:34 p.m. – GREEN.
3:41 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on track.
3:46 p.m. – GREEN. #18 Borkowski on track for first time since accident
Monday morning, driving same car damaged in that incident.
3:50 p.m. -- #9 Hamilton second-fastest at 220.805 mph.
As of 3:56 p.m., #14 Kenny Brack was fastest at 222.058.
4:01 p.m. -- #4T Goodyear fastest at 223.037.
4:12 p.m. – YELLOW. Rain reported at south end of track. Practice
suspended.
4:23 p.m. – GREEN.
4:27 p.m. -- #8T Sharp second fastest at 222.519.
4:34 p.m. -- #4T Goodyear fastest at 223.842; #14 Brack second fastest at
223.447.
4:43 p.m. -- #7 Gregoire climbs to second fastest at 223.647.
5:09 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris on back straightaway.
5:18 p.m. – GREEN.
5:28 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
5:39 p.m. – GREEN.
5:52 p.m. – Ray enters track in #32 Glidden/Menards entry.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice.
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DAY 4 -- TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999 (cont.):
Thirty-seven drivers and 39 cars were on track today, running 1,457 laps:
Cars on track today: #2 Ray, #3T Boesel, #4T Goodyear, #6T Salazar, #7 Gregoire,
#8T Sharp, #9 Hamilton, #10T Paul, #11T Boat, #12 Calkins, #14 Brack, #15 J.
Lazier, #17 Miller, #18 Borkowski, #19 Wattles, #20 Carlson, #21T Ward, #22
Stewart, #23 Gordon, #23T Gordon, #28T Dismore, #30 Kite, #31 Firestone, #32
Ray, #33 Moreno, #35 Knapp, #42 Hollansworth, #43 Steele, #44 Buhl, #46 Groff,
#51T Cheever, #52 Eyckmans, #54 Matsuda, #55 McGehee, #81 R. Unser, #91 B.
Lazier, #92 J. Unser, #98T Beechler, #99 Schmidt.
***
Greg Ray and #43 Dave Steele each completed 68 laps, more than any
other driver Tuesday. Ray turned 60 laps in the #2 car and eight laps in the #32 car.
***
There were six yellow flags for one hour, 48 minutes. Practice started three
hours, one minute late due to wet track conditions. There were rain delays totaling 1
hour, 29 minutes once practice started. Fifty-six cars have passed initial technical
inspection, with eight in the process. There were 69 cars on the grounds at 6 p.m.
Forty-nine drivers have passed physicals by 6 p.m. Tuesday, said Dr. Henry Bock,
Speedway medical director. Andy Michner and Roberto Moreno passed their
physicals Tuesday.
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “Everything went well. We’re still trying to figure out
the superspeedway configuration. We quit early to change an engine because it had
about 600 miles on it, which is excellent. We’ve had some motors over 700 (miles);
one of them over 760. We can do a lot more testing now instead of when we could
only do 300 miles on an engine. The guys at Speedway Engines do an excellent job.
We’re not focusing on the pole. We’re just working on setting up the car with different
conditions. We don’t have a qualifying program like some teams. We were surprised
when we rolled off the trailer Sunday and ran what we did. I’ve started on the back
row and on the front row but haven’t led the lap I need to lead. Actually, I have led it,
but it didn’t count. We’ve got such a close group (of drivers) right now, especially
when we go to 1-mile ovals. You look at the speeds today, and 219’s and 220’s were
th
th
all the way down to the 19 and 20 position. Where you qualify is going to depend
on where you draw, the cloud cover and other factors. Everybody has got a lot of
good teams and drivers. I’ve had years where earlier in the week, it was great, the
end of the week it was bad and Saturday stinks. Things can change here quickly. I
assure you when I go to bed at night, I’m thinking about the 500-Mile Race.”
(Comparing Race Day here and elsewhere): “There’s a huge difference in this place
on Race Day. Right now, due to seating capacity, there are still a lot of empty seats.
It’s gray and dark. But come Race Day, there’s 400,000 people, and lots of color and
lots going on. But you’ve got to take the race like any other. Go through the race in
segments, complete one, close it out and go on to the next.”
ROBBY McGEHEE: “The car felt much more comfortable today. We are
working on qualifying setup tomorrow, and I think we are right where we want to be. I
worked in some traffic today and had a bit of a moment in (Turn) 4. But overall it’s
feeling much better. I’m getting to a point where I can really get after it, and I’m
looking forward to that.”
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DAY 4 – TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999 (cont.):
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “It was a great day because we went fast and
because it’s good for our guys. They’ve been working hard changing parts every
day. We have a brand-new suspension configuration from G Force that nobody else
wanted to try. The first we tried it, and it didn’t work. I was not very optimistic. I’m
glad Dick Simon wanted to stick with it, because we stuck with it and made it work.
This just tells you that you need to work and help the crew to work. We aren’t
completely satisfied. There are some little things to do. But if we had run Happy
Hour, we would have been faster.” (Even been second fastest before in practice?):
“No. That’s new. I hope we have the same news for qualifying day. Dick Simon is
confident.”
KENNY BRACK: “We had a pretty good day. We are finding more pieces.
We are close, but not yet there. The track conditions were fine. The wind died down
today, but there was a lot of traffic on the track. The other teams are trying to get in
as much practice as they can. The rain didn’t slow down our preparation too much.”
GREG RAY: “We worked primarily on our setup today. We ran on full tanks
and had exactly the same time in both cars. The track was fine. The rain slowed us
up a bit, and we had to start late today. But we are not really behind.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “We did some more work on the engine today. We
found a few things, but really we are down to the bits and pieces now. The Infiniti is
running very strong, and the chassis is also running well. We worked primarily on
race setup today.”
WIM EYCKMANS: “It was short, I only did 20 laps. But it was like driving in
another car. The Oldsmobile engine was great, and the new setup transfigured the
car. I feel very good about getting more time in tomorrow.”
BILLY BOAT: (About getting back on the track after accidents on
consecutive days): “It’s good for us to get on the track. To get our rhythm back and
confidence in the race car. It’s still early in the week, and we still have to pick it up a
little bit. Right now, I feel the best I have all week. The worst thing about crashing
A.J.’s car twice in two days is you still have to go to dinner with him. And he makes
you buy, and then he eats your bowl of ice cream, too. (About the effects the rain
had on the team): “I think the rain helped us. It gave us time to put the race car back
together. I think it’s easy to get too much time here. You can wear everything out.”
SCOTT SHARP: “We’re pleased we got to run as many laps as we did
today. With the weather being so unpredictable, we weren’t sure how much time
we’d actually have. We’re still working on getting the car ready for the race.
Qualifying is important, but working on the race setup is even more important. With
the threat of rain all week, we’ll want to be on the track as much as possible before
Saturday. I think we’re starting to make some good progress.”
MARK DISMORE: “Track conditions were different than anything we’ve had
so far. It was super-windy. We spent the afternoon just trying to make the car stable
in the wind. It’s too bad that it was a short day again today. Tomorrow’s supposed to
be better so I’m sure we’ll make some major gains.”
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DAY 4 – TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999 (cont.):
JIMMY KITE: “The car is 13 mph faster than my race setup last year. Once
I got over the hump and stood on it, and quit being a weenie, I said, ‘I know how to
do this.’”
STEVE KNAPP: “It was just like yesterday (Monday) for us, making a little
progression here. I’d like to take a bigger bite out of this place, and the chance will
come soon. I have ideas on what we need to do to make the car go faster, but first I
want to check with the engineers and see if they agree with it.”
DAVEY HAMILTON: “The car is 85 percent better than it was yesterday,
and we have really made a lot of gains. The car feels good now, we just need to
work on a few more pieces of the puzzle. The weather was really strange today, so
we did not get to have any long runs. One minute it was sunny, and then it would
rain. This place is funny like that. The track feels good, and I think we will continue to
gain momentum tomorrow. The weather is supposed to be better, so I think we will
be able to run more.” (About track conditions): “It was not a big issue. The rain got a
lot of rubber off the track.”
RICK GALLES (Owner, #9 Hamilton): “Davey seems to be getting a
groove with the car now, and once that happens we can start fine-tuning things. I am
proud of my guys. They have been practicing pit stops twice a day, and we are going
to try to qualify for the pit stop competition tomorrow. They are pretty quick, so I think
we might get there.”
STAN WATTLES: “It was a bit gusty again today, and that made it
interesting. We had the Dallara out for the first time since the rebuild, and I’m happy
to be back in that. We were able to run a 217 within just a few laps, and we still have
a lot of drag that needs to come off. It feels great to be at speed, and I think that
220’s are well within our reach.”
DONNIE BEECHLER: “All we wanted to do was get a feel for the car. We
still have three days of practice. We’re getting closer. I’d feel confident at a 222 mph
for a qualifying speed” (About throttle problem in afternoon): “It doesn’t affect speed,
but you have to concentrate on what you are doing. You can’t drive with it like that.”
JEFF WARD: (About track conditions): “The rain made it better. It got the
rubber off the track, and the track was faster today.” (Does rain hurt your progress?):
“Not much. We’ve been on the track, and our backup car is ready.”
JAQUES LAZIER: (About progress at Indy): “I would have liked more time
on the track. I have a brand-new car, but it (rain delay) sort of helped us today
because we had a problem with our clutch.”
TONY STEWART: “With the short amount of time we had, it was very
productive. I’m very comfortable in the car. Today, I felt back. Tomorrow, if the
weather is sensible, I think I can go out and get some work done, and will be real
fast. I wanted to spend some time getting (Dr. Jack Miller) up to speed.” (About the
difference in today’s weather from yesterday): “The wind was definitely better today,
and the rain actually may have cleaned the track off.” (About his approach to the
race): “We have focused totally on race setup. In the past, we have focused on
qualifying. My experience in NASCAR has changed my focus, and I’ve talked with
Larry about this, and I think he has changed his focus as well.”
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DAY 4 – TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1999 (cont.):
DR. JACK MILLER (How he feels about running fast today): “I just
proposed to Larry Curry. The biggest thing here is having a good car, but it also
takes confidence. And having Larry and Tony Stewart talking to me has really
boosted my confidence. They took the time off the dash and said, ‘Don’t worry about
it.’ I didn’t even know that I had gone 222 mph, and I still have training wheels on the
car. We’ll start trimming it out tomorrow, and there’s lots of speed left. The engine
just pulls down the front straightaway.”
MIKE BORKOWSKI: “It wasn’t a good or a bad day. I’m just trying to get
my confidence back and see how the car was. The team rebuilt the car that I put into
the fence. They put me out there with a huge understeer. This is something even
veteran drivers do. We only have one car, so we can’t afford to take chances.
Tomorrow we’ll really get out there and work up to speed.” (About the weather): “It’s
just unpredictable, (the wind) changes from corner to corner.”
ROBERTO MORENO: “It was actually a very good day. I just got back from
(the CART race in) Brazil, and we just got the car together. For only 40 laps, we
were going faster at the end. We’re set to try some new things tomorrow.” (About the
track conditions): “Actually, today was a good day to be in the car. I’m really happy to
be back in Indianapolis.”
***
A playoff for the final three spots in the Coors Indy Pit Stop Challenge on
Coors Carburetion Day, May 27, will take place from 9-11 a.m. Wednesday.
Two teams, Pennzoil Panther Racing (Scott Goodyear) and TransWorld
Racing-McCormack Motorsports (Jimmy Kite), already have qualified for the pit-stop
challenge by winning the Coors Light Pit Stop Contest during the first two races of
the 1999 Indy Racing League season. The next three competitors in the eight-team
contest will be the teams of the front-row starters for the 1999 Indianapolis 500.
***
Nearly 20 reigning short-track, open-wheel champions from throughout the
country will be honored Wednesday during Champions Day at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway.
***
The track is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday for practice. Gates open at 9
a.m. Indy FanFest is open from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
***
TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
1
4T Scott Goodyear
Pennzoil Panther/G Force
223.842
2
7
Stephan Gregoire Mexmil-Tokheim/G Force
223.647
3
14
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
223.447
4
2
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
223.214
5
32
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
223.209
6
51T Eddie Cheever Jr. Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage
222.999
Group/Dallara
7
17
Dr. Jack Miller
Dean’s Milk Chug
222.519
8
8T Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
222.519
9
22
Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
222.480
10 11T Billy Boat
A.J. Foyt Racing
222.091
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CONSISTENT GOODYEAR TAKES OVER TOP SPOT
INDIANAPOLIS, May 18, 1999 – Indy Racing League points leader Scott
rd
Goodyear led all drivers in the shortened fourth day of practice for the 83
Indianapolis 500 at 223.842 mph in the backup Pennzoil Panther G
Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
Goodyear, from Carmel, Ind., became the first driver to knock Team
Menard driver Greg Ray from the top spot since practice started May 15. Goodyear
has been among the five fastest drivers each of the four days of practice as he seeks
his first Indianapolis 500 victory.
“We’re not focusing on the pole,” Goodyear said. “We’re just working on
setting up the car with different conditions. We don’t have a qualifying program like
some teams. We were surprised when we rolled off the trailer Sunday and ran what
we did.”
Unlike Monday, in which practice was halted about two hours early due to
rain, the start of practice Tuesday was postponed three hours due to wet track
conditions.
Practice resumes from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday on the 2.5-mile oval.
Pole Day is May 22; Race Day May 30.
Stephan Gregoire was second fastest in the #7 Mexmil/Tokheim G
Force/Aurora/Firestone at 223.647, more than 4 mph faster than his previous best
this month. Reigning Indy Racing League champion Kenny Brack was third fastest
for the second day in a row at 223.447.
Ray showed consistency in the #2 and #32 Glidden/Menards
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone cars, finishing fourth and fifth fastest for the day at 223.214
and 223.409, respectively.
Defending race champion Eddie Cheever Jr. was sixth fastest at 222.999 in
his backup car, his fastest speed of the month with either of his Infiniti Indy-powered
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group Dallara entries.
Dr. Jack Miller posted a fast lap of 222.519 in the #17 Dean’s Milk Chug
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear, seventh best and 2 mph faster than his previous best this
month. Miller is a teammate of 1996-97 Indy Racing League champion Tony Stewart,
who is competing as a driver/owner at this event in the #22 Home Depot
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear.
Three-time Indianapolis 500 winner Johnny Rutherford was honored as part
of the Indy Racing Legends Week. Rutherford drove ceremonial laps in the Cummins
Diesel driven in the 1952 Indianapolis 500 by Freddie Agabashian. Short-track
champions from throughout the country will be honored Wednesday during
Champions Day at the Speedway.
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999
Entry update:
•Mike Dinubilo is the chief mechanic for the #34 Team Coulson/Dallara
Dallara/Aurora.
***
Mike Dinubilo, chief mechanic for the #34 Team Coulson/Dallara entry, is
continuing a family tradition at Indianapolis. His father, Joe Dinubilo, was a crew
member at the Speedway in 1950s and 1960s, working for such drivers as Bill
Vukovich and Johnny Boyd.
***
Garden Fresh of Idaho, an Aberdeen, Idaho-based company that produces
premium, fresh-cut potato dishes, announced today that it will team up with Kroger
Stores/Indianapolis Division to sponsor Lyn St. James for the Indianapolis 500.
St. James is entered in the #90 Team Pelfrey Dallara/Aurora/Firestone as a
teammate to 1999 Indy Racing League Sprint PCS Rookie of the Year Robby Unser.
LYN ST. JAMES: “I’m proud to be able to join forces with Team Pelfrey and
Garden Fresh of Idaho. What they (Garden Fresh) probably don’t know is that I got
married in Idaho. This will be a new experience, a new engine, chassis and tire
combination for me here at the Speedway. It will be very exciting to be tied to a
product with consumers that I can speak to.” (About expectations for this race): “My
first expectation is to make the field, and then to have my best-ever Indy. I’m really
impressed with the IRL and the depth of this field.”
GREG PAULL (Team Pelfrey): “Lyn has something to prove out there this
year. She is as determined as I have ever seen her. The whole team is really
pumped up for the race.”
MARK TERRY (President, Garden Fresh): “The majority of customers
that buy our product are women. With Lyn St. James being the only woman in the
Indy 500 field, who better to promote our product?”
KENT CLARKE (Spokesman, Kroger): “The Indy 500 is our area’s largest
event, and many of the Indy race fans are our loyal shoppers. We exclusively carry
Garden Fresh of Idaho at this time. We wish Lyn and her team every success.”
***
Treadway Racing (driver Arie Luyendyk), Galles Racing (Davey Hamilton)
and A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing (Kenny Brack) qualified in a playoff this morning
for the Coors Indy Pit Stop Challenge on Coors Carburetion Day, May 27.
Participating playoff teams were timed during a simulated pit stop. The top
three:
1. Treadway Racing (Luyendyk) 12.11 seconds
2. Galles Racing (Hamilton) 12.90
3. A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing (Brack) 13.26
Three spots remain in the eight-team competition. The front-row starters for
the Indianapolis 500 will fill those spots. If one or more of the front-row teams already
has qualified for the Challenge, the next-fastest, non-qualifying teams during this
morning’s playoff will qualify. The first alternate is Kelley Racing (Scott Sharp),
second alternate is Team Cheever (Eddie Cheever Jr.) and third alternate is
Nienhouse Motorsports (Eliseo Salazar).
Two teams, Pennzoil Panther Racing (Scott Goodyear) and TransWorld
Racing-McCormack Motorsports (Jimmy Kite), already qualified by winning the
Coors Light Pit Stop Contest during the first two races of the 1999 Indy Racing
League season.
***
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
Indianapolis Motor Speedway President Tony George and his wife, Laura,
played host to a charity golf outing Tuesday at Brickyard Crossing Golf Course that
benefited the Indiana Literacy Foundation. The special guest at the golf event was
country music star John Michael Montgomery.
More than 125 guests enjoyed lunch and golf at the Brickyard Crossing Golf
Resort & Inn, and Montgomery entertained guests after dinner at the resort.
The Foundation provides grant funding and support for more than 300
programs across the state that help teach reading to children and adults. Anyone
interested in receiving assistance or providing help to the foundation can call the
Help Line at (800) 267-9029. Anyone interested in donating to the Foundation should
call Janice Hightower at (317) 232-5203.
***
Automotive News photographer Lesle McGuire captured scenes from the
busy day Tuesday at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for a special Automotive
News project, “A Day in the Life of the Automotive Industry.”
McGuire spent much time shooting photographs of engineers and
technicians in the Goodyear garage.
Automotive News sent photographers to various automotive industry
venues around the world Tuesday to shoot pictures for the book. The project was
conceived by Automotive News as a way to celebrate the millennium. It will appear in
the Oct. 18 issue of Automotive News.
LESLE McGUIRE: “It’s not as important to us to capture the drivers and the
action on the track. This is more important to capture the people who do the work.”
(About shooting in the Goodyear garage): “To some people it may not look exciting,
but I love this type of photography. This is pretty interesting to me.”
KARA OTT (“Day in the Life” project manager, Automotive News): “We
really don’t focus too much on racing, but Indianapolis is such a big part of the
industry. This project has really forced us to look beyond what we normally cover.”
***
PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 11:03 a.m., the air temperature was 64 degrees with a relative humidity
of 58 percent and northwest winds at 6 mph. At 11:08 a.m., the track temperature
was 112 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 225.887, #2T
Greg Ray, Saturday, May 15.
***
11 a.m. – GREEN. #10T John Paul first on track.
As of 11:19 a.m., #7 Stephan Gregoire was fastest at 222.993 mph.
11:33 a.m. – YELLOW. #43 Steele crashes in Turn 1. Steele did a quarterspin in apex of Turn 1, hit outside retaining wall with left rear of car. Car slid
backward along retaining wall before sliding backward diagonally across track,
stopping in grass with tail end of car against inside retaining wall in short chute
between Turns 1 and 2. Heavy damage to rear and left side of car. Steele climbs
from car without assistance.
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
Noon medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway Medical Director:
#43 Dave Steele will be transported to Methodist Hospital for precautionary X-rays
and further examination after complaining of back pain. Steele, who exited his car
without assistance after an accident at 11:33 a.m., was conscious and alert.
12:14 p.m. – GREEN.
At 12:15 p.m., the track temperature was 121 degrees, according to
Firestone engineers.
12:23 p.m. – YELLOW. #2 Ray suffered apparent engine malfunction. #20
Carlson, driving behind Ray, did half-spin and backed lightly into outside retaining
wall in short chute between Turns 1 and 2. Light damage to rear wing of car. Carlson
climbed from car without assistance.
TYCE CARLSON: “Greg (Ray) blew in front of us. (Steve) Knapp and I got
on the binders, but I hit Greg’s oil. These cars, once they get sideways, there’s no
saving them.”
12:33 p.m. – GREEN.
12:35 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry
Bock: #20 Tyce Carlson was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
Leaders at 12:40 p.m.: #5 Luyendyk 223.869; #22 Stewart 223.552; #7
Gregoire 222.993.
12:43 p.m. -- #22 Stewart records fastest lap at 224.405.
As of 1:10 p.m., #81 R. Unser second-fastest at 224.042.
1:16 p.m. -- #90 Lyn St. James enters track for first time at this event. The
only entered drivers not on track yet at this event are #34 Jim Guthrie and #36
Vincenzo Sospiri.
1:27 p.m. – YELLOW. Heavy smoke trailing from #51T Cheever in Turn 4,
apparent engine problem. Cheever pulls car into pits.
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “We’re running an engine in qualifying mode, and
we wanted to see where the envelope was. We’ve obviously gone past it. We’re
pushing the engine and everything on the car to squeeze every last ounce of speed
for the win.”
1:43 p.m. – GREEN.
1:48 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
1:49 p.m. – GREEN.
2:06 p.m. – YELLOW. #9 Hamilton needs tow-in from warmup lane
adjacent to Turn 3 after running out of fuel.
2:12 p.m. – GREEN.
2:15 p.m. medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director:
#43 Dave Steele will be released momentarily from Methodist Hospital, where an
examination revealed back strain and a mild concussion. He is not cleared to drive
and will be examined daily at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center by Dr. Henry
Bock.
2:19 p.m. – RUNNING YELLOW. Debris in Turn 3. Became full-course
YELLOW at 2:22 p.m. for track inspection.
2:30 p.m. – GREEN.
Leaders at 2:47 p.m. -- #22 Stewart 224.405; #32 Ray 224.226; #81 R.
Unser 224.042.
3:09 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
3:19 p.m. – GREEN.
3:31 p.m. -- #32 Ray turns lap of 226.085, fastest of event.
3:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Ceremonial laps by A.J. Watson in roadster driven to
victory in 1955 Indianapolis 500 by Bob Sweikert.
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
4 p.m. – GREEN.
4:25 p.m. – YELLOW. #28 Mark Dismore hit the outside retaining wall with
the right side of the car in Turn 1. Car slid to middle of track in short chute between
Turns 1 and 2 before climbing up track and hitting outside retaining wall just before
Turn 2. Car slid along outside wall before stopping in Turn 2. Heavy damage to right
side of car. Dismore climbed from car without assistance.
4:40 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry Bock:
#28 Mark Dismore was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
MARK DISMORE: “I don’t know what happened. I went into Turn 1 like I’ve
done 200 times this month. The car went right up into the gray, and I just felt like a
passenger. The crash just sets us back. I feel bad for my crew. It makes their jobs a
lot tougher. No driver likes getting out of a car after a crash not knowing why the car
crashed. And that’s where I’m at right now.”
4:43 p.m. – GREEN.
4:47 p.m. – YELLOW. #20 Carlson stopped on inside of backstretch with
smoke pouring from rear of car. Crew reports electrical fire.
5 p.m. – GREEN.
5:10 p.m. – YELLOW. #19 Wattles stops on inside of track on back
straightaway. Car suffered apparent engine malfunction in short chute between
Turns 1 and 2.
5:22 p.m. – GREEN.
5:30 p.m. -- #22 Stewart posted lap of 226.683, fastest speed of month.
5:51 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke trails from #7 Gregoire. Race control reports
loss of CV joint on Gregoire’s car.
5:57 p.m. – GREEN.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice.
***
Fifteen reigning short-track, open-wheel champions from throughout the
country were honored Wednesday during Champions Day at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. The honorees:
French Grimes, Virginia Sprint Series; Bryan A. Kobylarz, American Racing
Drivers Club; Kevin Chambers, American Mini Sprint Association; Gene Lee Gibson,
ARCA Auto Value Midget Series; Daniel R. Boorse, Badger Midget Auto Racing;
Kelly Angelette, Cajun Sprinters Association; Jeff Lane, International Championship
Auto Racing; Joe Roe, Interstate Racing Association (IRA Outlaw Sprints); Don
Lehmann, Midwest Auto Racing Association; Matt Westfall, NAMARS; Dave
Strickland Jr., Rocky Mountain Midget Racing Association; David Gough, UMARA;
Jeff Gardner, USAC; Michael Lang, USAC; Terry Goff, UMRA.
***
Harrington Motorsports will conduct a press conference at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday in the Trackside Conference Room.
***
Four Indy Racing League drivers will sign autographs from 10-10:30 a.m.
Thursday at Indy FanFest. Rookies Mike Borkowski and Jaques Lazier will sign at
Pepsi Park, while Pennzoil Panther teammates Scott Goodyear and Dave Steele will
sign at the Pennzoil Attraction.
***
Kelley Racing truck driver-crew member Jeff Darks and his wife, Shannon,
welcomed a baby boy into the world this afternoon. Shannon and her son are doing
fine. Kelley Racing fields cars for Scott Sharp and Mark Dismore.
***
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
An Indy 500 race celebration will take place at 7 p.m. Thursday for pediatric
patients at Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. Drivers scheduled to attend include:
Robbie Buhl, Billy Boat, Roberto Guerrero, Sam Schmidt, Eddie Cheever Jr., Robby
McGehee, Johnny Unser, Robby Unser, Kenny Brack and Buzz Calkins.
The drivers will sign autographs and answer questions for the young
patients.
***
Former Indianapolis 500 driver Derek Daly will play host to a benefit karting event
from 6-10 p.m. May 24 at Stefan Johansson Karting Center in Indianapolis. The
event will benefit The Irish Children’s Fund, which brings approximately 150 children
from strife-torn Belfast, Northern Ireland, to the United States every year for a
pleasure trip.
Indianapolis 500 winners Arie Luyendyk and Eddie Cheever Jr., and other
Indy drivers, will attend the All Star Night with Indy 500 Drivers. Drivers will be
available for photographs.
Fans are welcome to attend and participate. Admission is $10, with children
under 10 free. Admission is $20 for those licensed passenger-car drivers wishing to
compete in a kart.
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
STEVE KNAPP: “We made some balance changes to the car last night,
which helped us out. The car was a better ride in today’s practice. We still need to do
a little work, but we’ll get that fixed. We would have liked to do a few more laps, but
we decided to stop because the engine was up there on miles.” (About new seat in
car): “The seat feels great. I wasn’t too comfortable in the old one.”
SCOTT SHARP: “We had another really good day. We kept working on the
car, making small, consistent changes. We still have yet to try to go fast. We’ve been
running in race mode and trying to stay out of the Happy Hour-type situations.”
MARK DISMORE: (About accident): “I don’t really know what happened.
The car was flat through Turns 3 and 4. Then I went into (Turn) 1 and felt a little bit of
lift. Just as I was coming out of the turn, I lost the right side of the car somehow and
went right up into the wall. The car seemed to have a mind of its own. I’m OK but
disappointed. Tomorrow’s another day.”
TONY STEWART: “We stuck to our guns with our race setup. We didn’t
anticipate that our race setup would run this fast. We’ve got a great powerplant with
the Brayton engine and are looking forward to Race Day.”
GREG RAY: “Our motor shop has been working very, very hard. So far this
year in racing conditions, we haven’t had any failures. We’ve had some other
problems, but we haven’t had any problems there. I think if you look at our program
this year, our motor department is very similar, but I think they’ve been given more
range to go the direction they want. Tom Knapp is now honing the program at Team
Menard and is definitely going a different direction. This team’s always been quick
and has always had a good heritage of being fast, but certainly at this race some
dependability problems have plagued our motors, and we’ve been working very
diligently all this week and we have all year long to rectify the problem.”
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
GREG RAY (cont.) (About when Tony Stewart posted the fastest speed,
did you return to the track with the goal of taking over the top spot?): “I’d be lying to
you if I said I didn’t want to (beat his speed), but it’s hard to do with 35 gallons in the
car, and a heavy spec race engine and six gears in the car. I would like to, but again,
you have to stay focused. It’s not the most important thing to be quickest here every
day. You have to have four qualification laps on Pole Day, and you have to have a
good race car on Race Day. But again, like I’ve said all week long, it’s a nice reward
for all these guys that get up at 6 a.m. and stay here until 10 o’clock every night.
They’ve been working so hard for the last seven months just for this race.”
ROBBY UNSER: “Indy is a great place to find out who you are. You have to
find out what the track and the Speedway will give you each day and not ask for
more. The etiquette at the Speedway is what it’s all about, it’s how you come out the
first day, how you treat the other drivers, and you have to respect the track or it’ll bite
you. A lot of it is what God gives us on Saturday and Sunday for qualifying and
taking that into consideration when you go out to qualify. (Crew chief) John King and
my relationship has been very good. I think John looks in my eyes when I say the car
is pushing and is able to tell how much the car is pushing by the look in my eyes. He
keeps me totally relaxed and focused on what I need to do.”
ROBERTO GUERRERO: “We had a really good day. It was the first full day
we had to work. I was getting a little nervous when we didn’t run on Saturday and
Sunday. When I drove on Monday, and we reached the speeds we did in the wind, I
was a little more confident. We will keep working on the little things. The basic setup
is close. We’ll just keep chipping away at it.” (Comparing the Oldsmobile Aurora to
the Nissan Infiniti): “They are close enough now. You would have to do a back-toback test on the same day in the same conditions in the same car to see the actual
differences.”
ROBBY McGEHEE: “We haven’t been running Happy Hour. We’ve wanted
to do our work in the heat of the day. But we decided to do it today to see where we
stacked up, and we’re obviously very pleased with the results. The car feels great,
and we’re right on track with our program.”
DAVEY HAMILTON: “The field is incredibly close. I have never seen it like
this before at this place. We are making gains, but it is a slow process. We are
gaining a few miles per hour each day, so I think we will be OK to make a good
qualifying run. We qualified for the pit-stop competition today, so that pumped the
guys up. Man, they are fast.”
LYN ST. JAMES: “It’s good to be back in the saddle again. Minor things
slow you down, but we are working non-stop, and we are satisfied with what we have
accomplished so far. The track was very good. No wind, and I missed the (weather)
horrors of the last couple of days. The air was cool, and the track was not greasy. I
will be ready for Saturday. I just told my guys that I’m ready to go fast. Today I didn’t
feel rusty or out of sorts.”
ELISEO SALAZAR: “Today was pretty good because I made $10 from
Eddie Cheever for finishing ahead of him. The track was perfect. We tried a lot of
different things today. We didn’t use new tires because we were always running
yellow. Every day we improve a little more.”

48

DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
KENNY BRACK: “Today I felt pretty good. I had a pretty good day. The
track was good, and the wind was mostly calm. We are close to being ready for
Saturday, but we need to find more speed. We need a couple more steps, but we
are headed in the right direction.”
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “When I went out this afternoon, I was not happy
with my car, and I thought something was wrong. After four laps, I went for a fast
time. But it was very hard work to run my best lap at 224.133 and jump up to the
fourth fastest in the afternoon, as my car didn’t feel right. Something broke as I came
down the front straight, and the car jumped sideways on me, big time. Believe me.
So I drove down off the racing line and ended up in Turn 2. I think we have a blown
CV joint or maybe broken a drive shaft on the right side of my car. But we did a good
job today, and the conditions were perfect. So we will repair the car and run again
tomorrow. I want to spend some time in my other backup car and get it set up for the
race. Then we can work on the race setup for my primary car. The race is 500 miles
long. We have to look past qualifying and go after a race setup.”
DONNIE BEECHLER: “We’re very pleased with the testing today. We didn’t
accomplish the 223 mph that we anticipated, but I think we may knock that down
tomorrow. Everything we did today was for the good. We’re just looking forward to
tomorrow. We’ll get back out there and pick up where we left off.”
WIM EYCKMANS: “We’ve changed the car since last night. When it went, it
went very well. It went so well, I did not even realize I was at 222. I’m definitely
coming into my line. I feel we can find more speed and have some thoughts on
adjustments already.” (About working with chief mechanic Dane Harte): “It is really
great to work with Dane. Dane seems to understand the European mentality and
style. He is young and determined like me, and we seem to understand each other
easily. He takes my thoughts, digests them and adapts the car quickly. I believe in
him, and he seems to believe in me.”
***
1960 Indianapolis 500 Jim Rathmann will be honored Thursday as Indy
Racing Legends Week continues at the Speedway. Rathmann will drive the KenPaul/Watson roadster, which he drove to victory in 1960, around the track at 3:45
p.m. after signing autographs at FanFest from 2-3 p.m.
Other legends honored are drivers Rodger Ward (May 16), Johnny
Rutherford (May 18), Jim Rathmann (May 20) and Lloyd Ruby (May 21).
***
A variety of Indy Racing League drivers will be guests Thursday night on
“Indy Live,” from 8-9 p.m. (EDT) on the Indy Racing Radio Network, with Mike King
as host. The lineup:
8-8:30 p.m.: Sam Schmidt, Scott Sharp, Scott Goodyear, IRL Ministries’
Mark Wingler
8:30-9 p.m.: Mark Dismore, Robby Unser, Jeff Ward
***
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DAY 5 -- WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1999 (cont.):
Forty-one drivers and 46 cars were on track today, running 1,533 laps: Cars
on track today: #2 Ray, #3T Boesel, #4T Goodyear, #5 Luyendyk, #6 Salazar, #7
Gregoire, #8 Sharp, #8T Sharp, #9 Hamilton, #10T Paul, #11T Boat, #12 Calkins,
#14 Brack, #14T Brack, #15 J. Lazier, #17 Miller, #18 Borkowski, #19 Wattles, #20
Carlson, #21T Ward, #22 Stewart, #23 Gordon, #28 Dismore, #28T Dismore, #31
Firestone, #32 Ray, #33 Moreno, #35 Knapp, #42 Hollansworth, #43 Steele, #44
Buhl, #46 Groff, #50 Guerrero, #51 Cheever, #51T Cheever, #52 Eyckmans, #54
Matsuda, #55 McGehee, #66 Harrington, #81 R. Unser, #90 St. James, #91 B.
Lazier, #92 J. Unser, #92 B. Lazier, #96 Schroeder, #98T Beechler, #99 Schmidt.
***
#9 Davey Hamilton turned 75 laps, more than any other driver Wednesday.
***
There were 12 yellow flags for two hours, 38 minutes. Sixty-one cars have
passed initial technical inspection. Fifty-one drivers have passed physicals by 6 p.m.
Wednesday, said Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director. Paul Durant and Jim
Guthrie passed their physicals Wednesday.
***
The track is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursday for practice. Gates open at
9 a.m. Indy FanFest is open from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
1
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32
5
14T
7
81
55
6
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TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Arie Luyendyk
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Stephan Gregoire
Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force
Robby Unser
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
Robby McGehee
Energizer Advanced Formula
Eliseo Salazar
FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special
Roberto Guerrero
Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing

226.683
226.085
225.096
224.411
224.193
224.042
224.025
223.714
223.380
223.270

STEWART TOPS SPEED CHARTS AT 226, FASTEST OF EVENT
INDIANAPOLIS, May 19, 1999 – Former Indy Racing League champion
Tony Stewart led the speed charts at 226.683 mph – the fastest lap of the event -- in
The Home Depot Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear during practice for the Indianapolis 500
on Wednesday at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Stewart, from Indianapolis, ran only 21 laps during practice Wednesday.
Stewart, the 1996-97 series champion, posted his fastest lap with just 30 minutes
remaining in the session. Stewart jumped 4.2 mph from his previous best of 222.480
on Tuesday.
“We stuck to our guns with our race setup,” Stewart said. “We didn’t
anticipate that our race setup would run this fast. We’ve got a great powerplant with
the Brayton engine and are looking forward to Race Day.”
Greg Ray was second fastest at 226.085 in the #32 Glidden/Menards
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone. Ray stayed in the top five for the fifth consecutive day.
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk, in his final “500,” was third fastest
at 225.096 in the Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
1998 Indy Racing League champion Kenny Brack was fourth, posting his
fastest lap of the event, 224.411, in the backup A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Stephan Gregoire was fifth fastest at 224.193 in the #7
Mexmil/Tokheim G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
th
Series points leader Scott Goodyear, fastest Tuesday, was 13 fastest
Wednesday at 222.976 in the backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
Practice resumes from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursday. Pole Day is May 22; Race
Day May 30.
Rookie Dave Steele suffered a mild concussion and back strain when he
crashed in Turn 1 in the Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear. Tyce Carlson
and Mark Dismore were unhurt in separate accidents.
Defending race champion Eddie Cheever Jr. ran 222.883 in the backup
th
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group Dallara/Infiniti/Goodyear, 14 fastest
for the day.
Forty-one drivers in 46 cars combined to complete 1,553 laps.
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999
Entry updates:
•The name of the #90 entry driven by Lyn St. James is the Garden Fresh
Potatoes/Kroger Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
•Kevin Doran is the chief mechanic for the #90 Garden Fresh
Potatoes/Kroger Dallara/Aurora/Firestone driven by Lyn St. James.
•Team Pelfrey added a backup car, the #81T PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone, for driver Robby Unser.
•The #15 Tivoli Hotel/G Force entry driven by rookie Jaques Lazier is using
an Aurora engine.
•The name of the #20 and #20T entries driven by Tyce Carlson is the
Bluegreen/Damon’s/Blueprint-Immke Racing Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
•Jimmy Pinkley is the chief mechanic of the #20 and #20T
Bluegreen/Damon’s/Blueprint-Immke Racing Dallara/Aurora/Firestone driven by
Tyce Carlson.
•The name of the #66 and #66T entries driven by Scott Harrington is the
CertainTeed Building Products. The primary car is a Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone; the
backup a Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
***
Former Indy Racing League champion Tony Stewart celebrates his 28th
birthday today.
***
CertainTeed Corporation, one of the largest building materials
manufacturers in North America, announced today that it will sponsor Harrington
Motorsports and driver Scott Harrington for the Indianapolis 500 and the rest of the
Indy Racing League season.
CertainTeed, based in Valley Forge, Pa., is widely recognized by
homeowners, architects, builders and contractors as a leading manufacturer of
quality and innovative building materials. Those materials include asphalt roofing and
clay roof tile, vinyl and fiber cement siding, vinyl windows, fiberglass insulation, attic
ventilation, vinyl fencing, deck and railing, and PVC foundation and piping products.
In addition to building materials, CertainTeed also produces fiberglass products for
reinforcing plastics and other materials. CertainTeed has approximately 8,000
employees and 47 manufacturing facilities throughout North America. CertainTeed’s
1998 sales totaled approximately $2 billion.
SCOTT HARRINGTON: “Words can’t express how happy we are with this
association with CertainTeed. Their involvement with our program is the answer to
our prayers, and it will help propel us toward our ultimate goals of winning the Indy
Racing League championship and the Indianapolis 500. Our guys can breathe a little
easier because they know they won’t be unemployed after Indy.” (About racing at
Indianapolis): “This place is definitely different than any other place out there.
Indianapolis is by far the most mental track we run on. The turns are long and fast.
You have a lot of time to think. Your turning here is more important than anywhere
else. It’s very easy to get frustrated, but you can’t let yourself get frustrated. You
can’t push and rush things. This is Indy, and it’s the ‘500.’ I may not get another
chance to come here. I’ve been coming to this place for a long time, and it’s still the
capital.” (About Infiniti engines): “The Infiniti has been very good. Any time we have a
problem, they immediately react to it. I have 100-percent confidence in the Infiniti
program. They’ve been right on top of things. I don’t see reliability as an issue.”
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
Harrington Motorsports-CertainTeed press conference (cont.)
STEVE CASEY (Indianapolis territory manager, CertainTeed’s Roofing
Products Group): “We’re delighted to be a part of the Indy Racing League through
Harrington Motorsports and Scott Harrington. We decided to become a part of this
exciting form of sports marketing because of the exposure it will give to our brands
and to the networking opportunities that are intrinsic to the sport. Gene Harrington
has an excellent reputation as a builder himself, and Scott Harrington will be a
perfect spokesperson to spread the CertainTeed message to builders, contractors,
architects and the general public.” (About Indy 500): “I’ve been trying to get a pit
pass for 25 years. Nobody told me how expensive they were!”
GENE HARRINGTON (Co-owner, Harrington Motorsports; Scott
Harrington’s father): “This is an important day for Harrington Motorsports. The
opportunity to network with other companies though racing to obtain new business is
one of the key factors that convinced CertainTeed to come on board with us.”
***
Defending Indianapolis 500 champion Eddie Cheever Jr. met with the
media Thursday morning to talk about winning last year’s race and his plans for Indy
this year.
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “I feel differently now than I did after I won last
year’s ‘500.’ Every day it evolves. Every day you meet someone who has a different
perspective on it. The Speedway ties all of the passions and desires of all the teams
and drivers together. Here you can go from having a well-handling car to a car that
you almost can’t drive. It is an unbelievable racetrack, and it is so big. We are
stronger than we were last year, and we have a better relationship with Goodyear.”
(About switch to Infiniti engine): “In regards to the Infiniti, I started focusing on what
(Roberto) Guerrero was doing with it. That got me interested.” (About new Indy
schedule introduced last year): “I’m very glad it’s down to two weeks. I did not enjoy
being in the car every day for a month because you put your guys at more risk. But
everyone is working really hard.” (About race fans): “I think any racing fan is a good
fan. I think it’s like one big family. Here we have the best open-wheel oval track
anywhere. Racing fans like excitement. If you are a NASCAR fan, for instance, and
you see one of our races and enjoy it, then we have opened a new door for you.”
(About the prestige of this event): “I do not feel the Indy 500 has diminished despite
the number of new major events that are taking place here. The Indy 500 has
remained, and I want to win it again.”
***
Indy Racing League drivers, and other sports stars and celebrities will play
in the first MCI WorldCom Charity Golf Classic at 11:30 a.m. May 24 at Sycamore
Hills Golf Club in Fort Wayne, Ind.
League drivers scheduled to attend include: Scott Sharp and Mark Dismore
(event hosts), Davey Hamilton, Roberto Guerrero, Scott Harrington, Tyce Carlson,
Scott Goodyear, Mike Groff, Sam Schmidt, Jeff Ward, Greg Ray and Stan Wattles.
Other celebrities scheduled to play include: Baseball Hall of Fame slugger Reggie
Jackson, former Indianapolis 500 winner Danny Sullivan, former CART champion
Jimmy Vasser, and actors Jason Priestley and Grant Show.
The event, sponsored by MCI WorldCom, Kelley Automotive and Delphi
Automotive, will benefit Boys and Girls Club of Fort Wayne, Big Brothers-Big Sisters
of Northeast Indiana and the Fort Wayne Area Youth for Christ.
***
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
ABC Sports, broadcast home of the Indianapolis 500 for nearly 35 years,
has given the green light to continue Indy Racing coverage, agreeing to a long-term
partnership with the Indy Racing League to carry all of the series’ races live on ABC
Sports, ESPN or ESPN2.
The multimillion-dollar broadcast partnership, announced today, is the
largest in Indy Racing League history. The five-year deal gives ABC Sports
broadcast rights for the Indianapolis 500 and five other races, while the remainder of
races will be carried on ESPN or ESPN2.
ABC Sports cited the legendary Indianapolis 500 as just one of the many
reasons for renewing the contract, pointing to the increased competitiveness of the
series, expanded sponsor support and growing fan base.
The agreement begins with ABC Sports’ broadcast of the 2000 Indy 200 at
Walt Disney World Speedway in Orlando, Fla. It calls for ABC Sports to continue
televising the Indianapolis 500, with ESPN televising qualifying and practice
sessions. ABC Sports and ESPN/ESPN2 will televise the entire Indy Racing League
series, and historical programs will be shown on ESPN Classic. The commentator
team for ABC Sports and ESPN will be announced later this year.
ABC Sports has televised the Indianapolis 500, the premier event of the 11race Indy Racing League, since 1965 and live since 1986. ABC Sports has televised
Indy Racing League races since that series debuted in 1996. ESPN has televised
Indianapolis 500 qualifying since 1987, and ESPN2 joined the coverage in 1996.
ESPN and ESPN2 combine to present approximately 1,300 hours of original
motorsports programming annually.
TONY GEORGE (President, Indianapolis Motor Speedway; Founder,
Indy Racing League): “Our partnership with ABC Sports over the last 34 years is
one of the great traditions of the Indianapolis 500. We are pleased to expand this
relationship with ABC Sports and ESPN to include the entire Indy Racing League
season. After much discussion, we believe that ABC Sports, ESPN and ESPN2 is
the best platform to build Indy Racing, including the Indianapolis 500 and the Indy
Racing League. ABC Sports, ESPN and ESPN2 have assured us of their
enthusiastic partnership in promoting Indy Racing, and we look forward to a bright
future together. Special credit needs to be given to Howard Katz, who made this
agreement his personal priority. Without Howard’s enthusiasm and commitment, we
would not be here today making this announcement.”
HOWARD KATZ (President, ABC Sports): “Continuing the long
relationship between the Indianapolis 500 and ABC Sports was one of my highest
priorities when I took this job, and I am proud to say today that we have
accomplished that goal. We are thrilled to retain the sport’s crown jewel event while
obtaining exclusivity for the IRL series. Our relationship with the Speedway is one of
the longest in sports television, and we look forward to building upon this tradition
into the new millennium.”
DICK GLOVER (Executive vice president, programming, ESPN): “Indy
Racing rounds out the best motorsports lineup on television. ESPN’s combination of
races, qualifying and racing news is the top source for race fans to follow their
favorite sport. ABC and ESPN provide the best cross-promotional platform in sports
and a great opportunity for the Indy Racing League to build its following.”
***
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
The #33 Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros. G Force/Aurora/Goodyear
driven by Roberto Moreno will feature “Looney Tunes” character Bugs Bunny during
this event. The team and its primary sponsor, Warner Bros. Studio Stores, feature a
different Warner Bros. cartoon character at every Indy Racing League event.
The car, with the Bugs Bunny logo, will be unveiled trackside Friday, May
21. Moreno and the car will appear from 7-8 p.m. Friday at the Warner Bros. Studio
Store at Circle Centre in downtown Indianapolis. Moreno will sign autographs.
***
PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 11:02 a.m., the air temperature was 71 degrees with a relative humidity
of 47 percent and southeast winds at 13 mph. At 11:07 a.m., the track temperature
was 106 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 226.683, #22
Tony Stewart, Wednesday, May 19.
***
11 a.m. – GREEN. #50 Roberto Guerrero first on track.
As of 11:12 a.m., #2T Greg Ray was fastest at 223.575 mph.
11:32 a.m. -- #2T Ray turned lap of 226.529, fastest of day.
11:57 a.m. – YELLOW. #92 Johnny Unser brushed wall with right front in
Turn 3. The car drifted down the track in the short chute between Turns 3 and 4, and
climbed the track in Turn 4, making heavy contact with the outside retaining wall in
Turn 4 with the right side of the car. The car skidded along the wall before stopping
along the wall near the exit of Turn 4. Heavy damage to right side of car. Unser
climbed from car without assistance.
12:15 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry
Bock: #92 Johnny Unser was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
JOHNNY UNSER: “We don’t really know what happened. The car was
feeling good. I don’t know if it was air. I was following another car by about 100
yards, and it just pushed up into the wall. I don’t think the wind was a factor. We’ll
look at tapes and download data, and try to find out.”
12:30 p.m. – The air temperature was 79 degrees and track temperature
115 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
Leaders as of 12:55 p.m.: #2T Ray 226.655; #5 Luyendyk 224.764; #99
Schmidt 224.131; #17 Miller 223.480; #44 Buhl 223.253.
1:26 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
1:36 p.m. – GREEN.
Leaders as of 1:45 p.m.: #2T Ray 226.655; #5 Luyendyk #224.764; #99
Schmidt 224.131; #17 Miller 223.480; #44 Buhl 223.253.
***
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
1960 Indianapolis 500 winner Jim Rathmann was honored Thursday as part
of Indy Racing Legends Week at the Speedway.
JIM RATHMANN: “Rodger Ward beat me in 1959. So in 1960, I decided no
one was going to beat me. At times, he could beat me down the stretches, but I
could beat him in the corners. Rodger was a heck of a race driver. It was right down
to the wire. I tricked him by getting off the gas, and I raised my hand like I blew my
engine. Then I got back on the gas.” (About early influences): “As far as I was
concerned, Troy Ruttman was my idol. Whatever he drove, he was the best. Troy
was one heck of a race driver. I worshipped that guy.” (Comparing racing in the
1950s and 1960s to today): “The difference between then and now was the cars
were all even, and there was really no money involved.” (Which drivers impress you
today?): “Drivers like Tony Stewart and Jeff Gordon are guys who stand out today.
Both of those guys are naturals.” (About retirement): “I definitely wanted to race more
after I retired.” (See page 216 for a full transcript of Jim Rathmann interview.)
***
PRACTICE RUNNING (cont.):
2:15 p.m. – YELLOW. #66 Harrington stops at end of back straightaway in
Turn 3. Needs tow-in, ran out of fuel.
2:22 p.m. – GREEN.
2:40 p.m. – RUNNING YELLOW. #32 Ray stops at pit entrance, car ran out
of fuel. Crew runs to car, pushes it to pit stall.
2:43 p.m. – GREEN.
3:51 p.m. – YELLOW. Ceremonial laps by 1960 Indianapolis 500 winner
Jim Rathmann in the Ken-Paul/Watson roadster, which he drove to victory.
4:07 p.m. – GREEN.
4:42 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
4:51 p.m. – GREEN.
5:10 p.m. – YELLOW. #22 Tony Stewart crashes in Turns 3 and 4. Stewart
tapped outside retaining wall with right side of car in Turn 3, dropped a few feet
toward center of track before climbing toward outside retaining wall in Turn 4 and
hitting wall with right side. Car slides to a stop along wall in Turn 4. Light damage to
right side of car. Stewart climbs from car without assistance.
5:20 p.m. – GREEN.
5:22 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry Bock:
#22 Tony Stewart was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, released
without injury and cleared to drive.
5:32 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
5:35 p.m. – GREEN.
5:47 p.m. -- #2T Ray turned lap of 227.192, fastest of event.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 champion Arie Luyendyk will appear in the
Trackside Conference Room from 9:30-10 a.m. Friday to talk about “Arie’s Final
500,” his final entry into the Indianapolis 500.
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
GREG RAY: “It feels nice to be this consistently quick with this group (of
drivers). We regard our competitors very highly. We’re not taking anything for
granted by any means. Tomorrow, we’ll try to go even faster because we’ll need
every bit of speed we can get. But more importantly, we’ll need to keep it off the
walls.”

56

DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “The day went good. We didn’t do many laps. We
started out with the primary car, but we had a problem with the driveshaft. It was
leaking, so we brought it back in. Later in the day, we went out in the backup car, got
it up to a speed of 221 mph. Later on, we took the primary car out again, got that up
to a speed of 224.7. We had to make little changes in order to get the car
comfortable. We did well today. If we were drafting, we could have picked up another
mile an hour. But I’m very happy. We just need to make little changes. We are ready
for Saturday. (Car owner) Dick (Simon) has a lot of experience, and I trust him 100
percent. He’s great. It’s a matter of luck, and temperature will be a factor.”
BILLY BOAT: “After you’ve had the kind of week we’ve had, you have to
take small steps to get there. First, we had to get me comfortable. Now we have to
get the car right. People just don’t understand what it’s like to drive into a corner at
235 mph and hope it sticks. We’re fine. Our only concern is what kind of weather
gets thrown at us.”
SCOTT SHARP: “We’re fine. This is the first time that we’ve really thought
about going fast. Up until now, it’s all been about race setups. I really think there’s a
lot more in us.”
BUDDY LAZIER: “We keep making progress. We’re working really hard.”
(About qualifying and the race): “We have a shot. We’re a contender for the race and
maybe the front row, or even for the pole. My guys are keeping their head down and
working really hard.” (Are you picking certain times of day to run?): “My team, the
engineers and everyone, have been around this place a long time. I don’t make
those kinds of decisions. I don’t question the decisions they make. I just go out and
drive the car and give them feedback when I come in.”
DAVEY HAMILTON: “We decided to run our backup car today just to get it
ready, and we went 222 mph right off. I think there is more speed in that car, and
now we are trying to decide whether to run it instead. Everything on it is the same as
the primary car, but sometimes one car just balances better than the other. We seem
to have more grip with the backup car, which is what I’ve been looking for all week. It
gets pretty slick out there in the heat with all those cars, so downforce is a major
issue.”
STEVE KNAPP: “The car is a lot better than it has been. The team did a
great job in preparing, and right now I would say we are going in the right direction. I
didn’t go flat-out in Turn 1, but the car could have easily done so. We have a game
plan, and it was nice to sneak up on some people.”
STAN WATTLES: “It’s exciting to be running in the 220 range. I really
believe it’s going to take a 220 average to make this race, and we were finally able to
accomplish that today. We have an old motor in the car, but the balance felt great.
The speed was there, and we were still able to run a 222. We’re a few days behind
the other teams, but we’ll be there by this weekend.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “We didn’t get as much work done today as we
would have liked since in our 4T car we had some engine problems. The last hour of
the day, we got out the primary car for the first time to start shaking it down. We’ll run
it a bit tomorrow and decide then which one we’re going to qualify.”
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
MARK DISMORE: “We had a good day. We really bounced back from
yesterday’s mishap, which had me bouncing off the wall. I think we came away from
today with the best car we’ve had since we’ve been here. The timing is right, the
speeds are up. We’ll prepare tomorrow for qualifying on Saturday.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “We started the day just checking the baseline setup to
make sure we hadn’t lost any ground overnight. We picked off a 224 early, so it was
obvious we were going in the right direction. We decided to concentrate on full fuel
runs later in the day because our qualifying setup is very similar to our race setup.
The balance of the car felt great, and we were able to run consistent laps at 221 on
full fuel tanks. Right now, my engineer, Jeff Britton, feels really confident about our
chances.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “We’ve had a hard time finding the balance the past
few days. We hit on something this morning and afternoon that has made the car
much better. We put a fresh engine in the car this morning. The last couple of days
we’ve had a series of electrical problems that could have put us out of the race. We
think we’ve solved them now, but we’re still on a steep learning curve with our new
engine program. We feel we’re on the right track.”
WIM EYCKMANS: “We worked today on finding the best balance for the
car and on general race setup. Today, the wind came from the other side, so the
back straight was much faster. Tomorrow we’ll begin to focus on qualifying. We know
what we’re going to use in qualifying. This afternoon, we spent our time putting it
together so we can concentrate on the final touches tomorrow. We’ll do 10 to 12 laps
only to recheck the balance of the car and see what time we can get out of it. To be
OK in qualifying, I believe we will need to do four consistent laps at 222-plus. This is
a very difficult place. Every day the track is different. I learn something everyday, not
only because I am a rookie, and I am still learning ovals, but because also, the
weather changes everything. This place is very special ... not only this place but also
the path to get here. When I showed I had the speed in F3000, I felt that my next
challenge should be in the United States and to try ovals. My first test went well, so I
knew then that I should come here. Marcel (Bolmut) and I have worked over a year
to prepare for this race. Not only did I need to learn ovals as a driver, but we needed
to put together the sponsorship plan to make it possible for the best package. To
have the chance to drive in front of 400,000 people is very special and not many
people get that opportunity. But it takes a lot of hard work to make a dream like this
come to fruition.”
TONY STEWART (About the accident): “I’m just disgusted with myself for
making a stupid mistake as a driver and creating a lot of extra work for my team that
didn’t deserve to have to work this hard. They’ve done everything perfect up to this
point.” (How difficult is it going to be when you’re traveling back and forth from
Indianapolis to Charlotte): “To be perfectly honest, I don’t know how difficult it is
because I’ve never done it before … by the time the weekend is over, I’ll be able to
answer your question more accurately.” (About the renovations of the track
grandstands affecting you as a driver): “From my perspective, the track is the same
whether nobody is here or everybody is here. I’m not looking at the grandstands
when I’m driving the race car like some of the other guys out there. But it’s the same
four corners that have been here the last three years that I’ve been here, so nothing
really looks that different to me.”
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DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
TONY STEWART (cont.) (About how Tony’s mood reflects his
performance on the track): “I’m definitely still hard on myself, I guess I’m still a driver
in training to a certain degree. Last year, I definitely didn’t win any Mr. Congeniality
awards by any means, and I apologize for acting like that. My team and my engineer
give 100 percent and I want to give them 100 percent back.” (Tony was given a
th
birthday cake for his 28 birthday): “I wish I didn’t crash the car and I could go back
an hour. Let’s see if this works.”
LARRY CURRY (What do you have to draw in order for Tony to qualify on
Saturday): “We have to draw somewhere in the top 20, but not necessarily draw in
the top 20. After we see the lineup, figure out which one of those cars, and there’s
going to be backup cars and guys that aren’t ready to do it. But we cannot be any
th
further back in the line than 20 because we know we got about two hours.”
DONNIE BEECHLER: “I feel like she’s got 223 in her. We’re kind of going
the wrong way, but the car’s not far off. You can’t force the cars. You have to let
them work for you. We’re going to return to the setup we had when we ran 221 mph.
We changed a couple of things, and that should give us a couple more mph. This is
like any other job. You have good days and bad days. We’re trying to first make the
race and then make it to the upper third of the pack.”
JERET SCHROEDER: “The car is running well, and I’m feeling very
comfortable with the track. The motor is running excellent, and I need to figure out a
way to scrub less speed. I guess the next step is to do some more practicing and
figure out a game plan for qualifying. I think I’m doing OK. I’m staying focused and
doing what I need to do, and not letting the hype cloud my head. I just want to
qualify.”
***
Longtime Indianapolis 500 contender Lloyd Ruby will be honored Friday as
Indy Racing Legends Week ends at the Speedway. Ruby will drive the DuPont
th
Halibrand/Offy, which he drove to an 11 -place finish in 1965, around the track at
3:45 p.m. after signing autographs at FanFest from 2-3 p.m.
Other legends honored were drivers Rodger Ward (May 16), Johnny
Rutherford (May 18) and Jim Rathmann (May 20), and car builder-mechanic A.J.
Watson (May 17).
***
Despite its continued objection to the tone of Sports Illustrated’s coverage
of recent Indy Racing League events, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation
will issue a media credential to SI motorsports writer Ed Hinton for the Indianapolis
500 on May 30, Speedway President Tony George said today.
Credentials were granted to Hinton to stem the growing media attention to
the matter and to return proper focus to the event, George said.
***

59

DAY 6 -- THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 (cont.):
Forty drivers and 50 cars were on track today, running 1,906 laps: Cars on
track today: #2T Ray, #3T Boesel, #4 Goodyear, #4T Goodyear, #5 Luyendyk, #6
Salazar, #7 Gregoire, #7T Gregoire, #8 Sharp, #9 Hamilton, #9T Hamilton, #10 Paul,
#10T Paul, #11 Boat, #11T Boat, #12 Calkins, #14 Brack, #14T Brack, #15 J. Lazier,
#17 Miller, #18 Borkowski, #19 Wattles, #20 Carlson, #21 Ward, #22 Stewart, #22T
Stewart, #23 Gordon, #28T Dismore, #30 Kite, #31 Firestone, #32 Ray, #33 Moreno,
#35 Knapp, #42 Hollansworth, #44 Buhl, #46 Groff, #50 Guerrero, #51 Cheever,
#51T Cheever, #52 Eyckmans, #54 Matsuda, #66 Harrington, #81 R. Unser, #90 St.
James, #91 B. Lazier, #91T B. Lazier, #92 J. Unser, #96 Schroeder, #98T Beechler,
#99 Schmidt.
***
#18 Mike Borkowski turned 113 laps, more than any other driver Thursday.
***
There were eight yellow flags for one hour, 21 minutes. Sixty-one cars have
passed initial technical inspection. Fifty-two drivers have passed physicals by 6 p.m.
Thursday, said Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director. Jack Hewitt passed his
physical Thursday.
***
The track is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday for practice. Gates open at 8
a.m. Indy FanFest is open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
1
2
3
4
5

2T
81
5
7
91

6

51T

7
8
9
10

99
14
8
11T
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TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Robby Unser
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
Arie Luyendyk
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Stephan Gregoire
Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force
Buddy Lazier
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn
Racing
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage
Group/Dallara
Sam Schmidt
Unistar Auto Insurance
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
Billy Boat
A.J. Foyt Racing

227.192
225.079
225.073
224.792
224.361
224.193
224.131
223.708
223.691
223.564

RAY BACK ON TOP AT 227, FASTEST FOR MONTH
INDIANAPOLIS, May 20, 1999 -- Greg Ray is back on the top of the speed
charts at the Indianapolis 500, turning a lap of 227.192 mph in the backup
Glidden/Menards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone during practice Thursday at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Ray, from Plano, Texas, posted the fastest lap of the event with only 13
minutes remaining in practice, topping the previous best lap of 226.683 posted by
Tony Stewart on Wednesday. Ray has been in the top five all six days of practice for
the premier Indy Racing League event.
"It feels nice to be this consistently quick with this group (of drivers)," Ray
said. "We regard our competitors very highly. We're not taking anything for granted
by any means.
"Tomorrow, we'll try to go even faster because we'll need every bit of speed
we can get. But more importantly, we'll need to keep it off the walls."
The practice before Pole Day takes place from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday. Pole
Day is Saturday; Race Day May 30.
Robby Unser was second fastest in the primary PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone at 225.079, only .006 of a mph faster than Arie Luyendyk at
225.073 in the primary Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
Stephan Gregoire was fourth fastest at 224.792, his best lap of the event in
the primary Mexmil/Tokheim G Force/Aurora/Firestone. Buddy Lazier was fifth
fastest in the primary Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear at 224.361.
Defending race champion Eddie Cheever Jr. was sixth fastest at 224.193 in
the backup Team Cheever/The Children's Beverage Group Dallara/Infiniti/Goodyear.
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear ran 223.170 in the
backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear, 14th fastest for the day.
Stewart crashed in Turns 3 and 4 with only 50 minutes remaining in
practice, causing light damage to the right side of The Home Depot
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. He was unhurt. Stewart will not practice tomorrow due to
his commitments to the NASCAR Winston Cup Series event in Charlotte, N.C.
Johnny Unser also was unhurt in an accident in the morning.
Forty drivers in 50 cars combined to complete 1,906 laps. The most cars on
track during a practice day for the Indianapolis 500 was 55 on May 12, 1995.
1960 Indianapolis 500 winner Jim Rathmann was honored as part of Indy
Racing Legends Week at the Speedway.
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999
Entry update:
•Rookie Brian Tyler is the driver of the #36 Microphonics/Delco Remy/G
Force/ISM Racing G Force/Aurora/Goodyear, replacing Vincenzo Sospiri.
BRIAN TYLER: “I’m very happy about the chance to race in the
Indianapolis 500. I know the guys at ISM Racing have a good car and a good history
at the Speedway. Jeff (Ward) and Steve (Knapp) have done well here, and I hope to
have a great run here also. This is a big confidence-builder for me.”
***
The Indy Racing League, reaffirming its commitment to offer career
advancement opportunities to America’s short-track racing champions, has posted
year-end bonuses totaling $40,000 to be paid to top finishers in the United States
Auto Club's four 1999 national racing series.
Champions of the Coors Light Silver Bullet Series, Stoops Freightliner
Sprint Car Series, MCI WorldCom Midget Car Series and the US Formula 2000
Championship Series will benefit from this part of the Indy Racing League’s "Road to
Indy" program.
Champion drivers will receive a $5,000 year-end bonus, while runners-up
will receive $3,000 and third-ranking drivers will receive $2,000.
JOHN CAPELS (USAC president): “This is great incentive for our
participants. We value our relationship with the Indy Racing League and the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and recognize these added bonuses as part of their
continuing commitment to our operations. This should create even more excitement
in what has already begun as an intensely competitive racing season.”
***
Indianapolis 500 veteran Stan Fox is escorting groups of students from the
John Marshall Middle School in Indianapolis through the garage area today at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway as part of his role with the “Friends of the Fox” head
injury support group.
Fox and the students met many drivers, including two-time Indianapolis 500
winner Arie Luyendyk. The students and Fox visited the Hall of Fame Museum on
Tuesday.
Hemelgarn Racing sponsored the visits and tour. Fox formerly drove for
Hemelgarn at the Speedway.
***
Legendary engine builder Herb Porter is in critical condition at Methodist
Hospital after suffering injuries in a car accident Thursday night on Interstate 74 in
Indianapolis.
Porter, 84, owns Speedway Engines located in Gasoline Alley. The
company builds engines for Indy Racing League teams.
Porter and late Indianapolis 500 veteran Eddie Sachs will be inducted in the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall of Fame this evening at the Hall of Fame/Old
Timers special dinner at the Adam’s Mark Hotel in Indianapolis.
***
ISM Racing welcomed two sponsors Friday, Delco Remy International and
Hoosier Park.
Delco Remy International, located in Anderson, Ind., designs,
manufactures, remanufactures and distributes electrical, powertrain-drivetrain and
related components for automobiles and light trucks, medium and heavy-duty trucks
and other heavy-duty off-road vehicles. The company sponsored ISM Racing during
the 1998 Indianapolis 500.
Hoosier Park, located in Anderson, Ind., is the state’s only pari-mutuel
racetrack.
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
Video News Releases of Pole Day and Bubble Day will be available this
weekend. The respective packages will include qualifying highlights and driver
interviews. The times, dates and satellite coordinates:
Pole Day -- Saturday, May 22: 8:30-8:45 p.m. (EDT), SBS 6, Transponder
9
Bubble Day -- Sunday, May 23: 8:30-8:45 p.m. (EDT), SBS 6,
Transponder 9
***
Nine Indy Racing League drivers attended a party for young patients
Thursday night at Methodist Hospital in conjunction with CARA Charities. Stan
Wattles, Robby Unser, Jeret Schroeder, Wim Eyckmans, Robbie Buhl, Eddie
Cheever Jr., Robby McGehee, Roberto Guerrero and John Hollansworth Jr. signed
autographs and answered questions during the party, hosted by ABC Sports
announcer Bob Jenkins.
***
#7 Stephan Gregoire will not practice today in the Mexmil-Tokheim-G Force
entry because the Dick Simon Racing team is confident of its preparation for Pole
Day Saturday, team spokesman David Amette said.
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “With the setup we used (Thursday), I can do four
laps with this car at over 224 mph with no problem.”
***
The 1999 Bank One Rookie of the Year will receive the largest cash prize in
the 47-year history of the coveted Indianapolis 500-Mile Race award.
Larry J. O’Connor, president of Bank One, Indiana, announced today that
the driver selected for one of auto racing’s highest honors will receive a check for
$25,000, a $15,000 increase. It will be included in his race pay envelope handed to
him during the annual Victory Celebration May 31 at Clowes Hall, located on the
Butler University campus.
Recent previous winners received $10,000. This will be Bank One’s 21st
year as sponsor of the award. Art Cross, the inaugural winner in 1952, received $500
and a year’s supply of Stark & Wetzel meats.
This year’s candidates are Mike Borkowski, 26;Wim Eyckmans, 26; Nick
Firestone, 33; John Hollansworth Jr., 35; Jaques Lazier, 28; Robby McGehee, 25;
Jeret Schroeder, 29, Brian Tyler, 31; and David Steele, 25. They come to Indy from
around America and, in Eyckmans’ case, Belgium.
The Rookie Award presentation is part of Bank One’s participation in the
events and festivities surrounding the Indianapolis 500. Bank One also has
sponsored the Bank One 500 Festival Rookie Run and Kids’ Day, and will feature a
float in the IPALCO 500 Festival Parade on May 29, the day before the race.
Bank One, Indiana, NA is affiliated with BANC ONE CORPORATION. Total
managed assets of $146.7 billion and total assets of $116.3 billion make BANC ONE
CORPORATION the nation’s eighth largest bank holding company.
BANC ONE operates more than 1,300 banking centers in 12 states and has
facilities in 33 states. It operates national lines of business, including retail,
commercial banking, investment management and trust, finance company and card
organizations.
***
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 11:05 a.m., the air temperature was 74 degrees with a relative humidity
of 55 percent and south winds at 9 mph. At 11 a.m., the track temperature was 113
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 227.192, #2T
Greg Ray, Thursday, May 20.
***
11 a.m. – GREEN. #10 John Paul Jr. first car rolling on pit road. #50
Roberto Guerrero first car on track.
11:16 a.m. – YELLOW. #18 Mike Borkowski did a half-spin exiting Turn 2,
hit the outside retaining wall with the left side of the car. Car did a three-quarter spin
after impact, sliding across the track and stopping in the infield grass pointing
forward. Moderate damage to left side of car. Borkowski climbed from car without
assistance.
11:27 a.m. – GREEN.
11:30 a.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry
Bock: #18 Mike Borkowski was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
MIKE BORKOWSKI: “It’s an unfortunate situation. I spun and hit the wall.
Not much to say, really.”
11:52 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
12:01 p.m. – GREEN.
12:17 p.m. -- #2 Ray turns lap of 226.877 mph, fastest of day.
12:18 p.m. -- #2 Ray turns lap of 227.175, fastest of day.
12:25 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
12:28 p.m. – GREEN.
1 p.m. – The air temperature was 86 degrees and track temperature 124
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
1:27 p.m. – YELLOW. #10T John Paul Jr. did a half-spin entering Turn 3,
hit outside retaining wall with left rear of the car. The car slid backward along the wall
and then down the track into the infield grass, performing another half spin before
stopping, facing forward, against the inside retaining wall in the short chute between
Turns 3 and 4. Heavy damage to rear and left rear of car. Paul climbed from car with
assistance from track safety personnel.
Leaders as of 1:30 p.m. -- #2 Ray 227.175; #8 Sharp 224.159; #14 Brack
223.892; #11T Boat 223.847; #51T Cheever 222.993.
1:50 p.m. medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway Medical Director:
#10T John Paul Jr. will be transported to Methodist Hospital for precautionary X-rays
and further examination after complaining of back pain. Paul was conscious and
alert.
2:29 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
2:36 p.m. – GREEN.
***
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
Indianapolis Mayor Stephen Goldsmith will proclaim Thursday, May 27 as
“Arie Luyendyk Day” in the city of Indianapolis.
Goldsmith will visit the track on Thursday, Coors Carburetion Day, to
present Luyendyk with a proclamation and the key to the city.
Luyendyk is competing in his final Indianapolis 500 this year.
***
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk met with the media this
morning to talk about “Arie’s Final 500,” his final entry in this event.
ARIE LUYENDYK: “I’ve expected to be as competitive as I have been.
Treadway Racing has been great, and I’m real happy with the way things have been
going. This year we have tremendous reliability with our engines. No glitches. The
magic mark for the pole is in the 226-mph range. If it rains and practice is postponed,
it makes the schedule tighter. And then you have to run when you can, and not so
much when you are ready. Tomorrow we have 80 cars entered. I wouldn’t mind
getting out there at 11 o’clock and getting it over with.” (About his career at
Indianapolis): “Indy is not just another race. Everything around Indy, the city, the
history. It’s just a special event.” (About retirement): “I think I can enjoy it just as
much as a spectator as I will as a driver. I’m going to keep enjoying Indy, just in a
different way. I’m really fortunate for my team and owner Fred Treadway. I just want
to thank Fred. He’s just been a gracious car owner.” (Highlights and lowlights from
his career at Indianapolis): “My Indianapolis highlights were winning Rookie of the
Year (in 1985) and winning. The biggest high for me has been putting together that
big lap. My lowlights were 1986. I had a bad month. A little tap put me into the wall.
And of course, when Scott Brayton was killed in ’96.” (About when retirement at Indy
will really sink in): “The cooldown lap will be my moment to savor and my emotional
moment.” (Comfortable with retirement?): “I think I’m pretty firm on my decision. You
think about wanting to do something different. Forty-five is a good age to retire. It’s a
good time to stop driving. Then I can enjoy Indy and the IRL from the outside.”
(About your legacy as a driver at Indy): “I never really analyzed what I do around
here. I just see something, and I react. I’ve lapped guys who have won, and I’ve
been lapped myself. It’s a matter of having the right team.” (Comparing cars of today
to Indy Racing cars during his early career): “I think that in 1990 when I ran this race,
they used the diffusers, which made it difficult for some guys. But right now, the cars
are so equal that no one really has too much of an advantage over anyone else. We
have a blend of drivers here that come from so many different types of racing, and
that’s what makes it so competitive.”
***
Benson Ford Jr., great-grandson of Ford Motor Company founder Henry
Ford, presented the keys of a Ford F-9000 Louisville Motorcoach today to Indy
Racing League driver Robbie Buhl.
Buhl will use the vehicle during his extensive visits to children’s hospitals
around the country as national spokesperson for Racing For Kids, a non-profit
organization that raises the awareness for health care and funding needs for
children’s hospitals.
Buhl has visited more than 8,000 youngsters in 90 hospitals in the U.S.,
Canada and Australia.
***
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
Longtime Indianapolis 500 contender Lloyd Ruby was honored Friday as
Indy Racing Legends Week concluded at the Speedway.
LLOYD RUBY: “It’s like a homecoming to come back here.” (About racing
at the Speedway): “Everybody was running together, and it was more of a family.”
(About his favorite driver of today): “Billy Boat. He’s my favorite. He came up the
hard way, through midgets, and I’m friends with his dad. I’d like to see him do good
because he’s driving for a mean, old man.” (Was A.J. Foyt’s dad like his son?): “No,
A.J.’s dad was easy to get along with. A.J. is the one with the temper!” (Who was
your toughest opponent?): “The hardest one to pass when he got lapped was Bobby
Unser. He wouldn’t move over.” (Which kind of car is hardest to drive?): “Actually,
the championship car on dirt. You’ve got to be in shape when you drive one of those
on 1-mile dirt tracks. But this place here, I loved it.” (About rumors that he used to
sleep moments before he was called to his car for a race): “Well, it’s pretty close to
true. I was just relaxed. I used to sit back there in the garage area playing gin
(rummy) until it was time to go.” (See page 219 for a full transcript of the Lloyd
Ruby interview.)
***
Brief explanation of qualifying procedures:
1. Qualifying draw for positions in the initial qualifying line will take place at 6:15
p.m. today at the Tower Terrace. The order of the draw will be first come, first
serve.
2. The fastest 33 qualifiers start the race, regardless of when or on which day
they qualify.
3. The pole position is decided by the fastest qualifier on the first day, or the
fastest qualifier after one trip through the original qualifying line, whichever
comes LAST.
4. Each car can make three qualification attempts. When a car completes a fourlap, 10-mile qualification attempt, its speed becomes official. The car may not
requalify. The driver, if the car is bumped or withdrawn, may qualify in another
car.
5. When the field is full at 33 cars, the slowest, regardless of its position in the
provisional lineup, is always “on the bubble” and may be bumped by a faster
qualifier. A successful qualifier is always inserted into the field according to its
speed ranking within the day on which it posted its official time and speed.
This process continues until the allotted time for qualifications expires.
***
Former Olympic gymnast Bart Conner is visiting the Pennzoil Panther
Racing pits today.
***
Pagan Racing announced today that Yahoo! Inc., a leading global Internet
media company, will serve as its primary sponsor for this event and the rest of the
1999 Indy Racing League season.
In addition, MerchantOnline.com will serve as an associate sponsor of the
team, which fields a Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear for driver Jeff Ward. MerchantOnline is
a one-stop e-commerce provider offering real-time credit-card processing, checks
online and shopping cart services.
JEFF WARD: “Yahoo! and MerchantOnline.com’s involvement is great for
the Pagan team and for the Indy Racing League, in general. We’re looking forward to
working with everyone and getting into the winner’s circle.”
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
ALLAN PAGAN (Co-owner, Pagan Racing): “We’re thrilled to have
Yahoo! and MerchantOnline.com support Pagan Racing’s efforts during the Indy 500
and throughout the Indy Racing League season. Yahoo! is known around the world
for its highly recognized brand, and we look forward to running the 83rd Indy 500 with
our new sponsors.”
CINDY BISHOP (Senior brand manager, Yahoo! Inc.): “The Indy 500 is
recognized as one of the greatest single-day events in sports. Yahoo! brings its
globally-recognized brand to this event, which will be seen by hundreds of thousands
at the raceway and millions of viewers worldwide. We wish the best of luck to the
entire Pagan team and driver Jeff Ward.”
TAREK KIRSCHEN (President and CEO, MerchantOnline.com): “Both
MerchantOnline.com and Yahoo! are setting the pace when it comes to business on
the Web, and we’re pleased to be associated with Pagan Racing, one of
motorsports’ leading teams. Just as cars on the racing circuit are going faster than
ever before, e-commerce is booming at record speeds.”
***
Cobb Racing owner Price Cobb and his drivers, veteran Roberto Guerrero
and rookie Jeret Schroeder, met with the media this morning to talk about their plans
for Pole Day and the race.
PRICE COBB: “I’ve raced most of my life. It’s hard to believe that someone
coming out of the South, Dallas, never ran ovals. I missed the opportunity to race at
the ‘500,’ and now I want to give back to the sport for all that I’ve taken.” (About
Infiniti engines): “Four races from the end of last year, the Infiniti program was all I
knew that it could be.” (About his goals): “Part of my dream is helping young
Americans who have struggled to get good rides.”
ROBERTO GUERRERO: (How do you feel?): “Well, always good the week
leading into qualifying at Indianapolis. However, you have to be able to go through
the ups and downs. I’m excited. I think we have a good chance at the race this year.”
(About his relationship with Arie Luyendyk): “Arie and I have had a great relationship
for many, many years from racing Formula 3 in Europe. I’ve known Arie for many
years, and he’s really, really going to be missed.” (About pole contenders): “I’d say
there are realistically three or four pole contenders. I think the field is going to be
extremely close. You’ll have to make sure you have all of your ducks lined up in a
row.” (About the difference between his rookie year and today): “Like today, I’m not
real happy with my car today. But I know about the ups and downs. I have to
remember that everything will take care of itself. I’ve appreciated Indianapolis a lot
more after I’ve been here a few years.”
JERET SCHROEDER: (Is Indy everything you thought it would be?): “It’s
everything I thought it would be, and a lot more. The track is really fast. It’s a big
learning curve for myself. Price and Cobb Racing have been wonderful to work with.
I hope one day I can sit back, like Roberto, and say, ‘Yes, I’ve been here 15 years.’”
***
PRACTICE RUNNING (cont.):
2:29 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
2:36 p.m. – GREEN.
3:45 p.m. – YELLOW. Ceremonial laps by perennial Indianapolis 500
th
contender Lloyd Ruby in the DuPont Halibrand/Offy, which he drove to an 11 -place
finish in 1965.
3:59 p.m. – GREEN.
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
4:15 p.m. medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director:
#10T John Paul Jr. was admitted to Methodist Hospital, where an examination
revealed a severe back contusion and back strain. He is not cleared to drive.
Leaders at 4:20 p.m.: #2 Ray 227.175; #8 Sharp 224.159; #14 Brack
223.892; #11T Boat 223.847; #20 Carlson 223.137.
4:46 p.m. – YELLOW. #12 Calkins needs tow-in from short chute between
Turns 3 and 4. Safety crew reported broken CV joint.
4:58 p.m. – GREEN.
5:13 p.m. -- #5 Luyendyk turned lap of 226.131, second fastest of day.
Leaders as of 5:20 p.m.: #2 Ray 227.175; #5 Luyendyk 226.131; #8 Sharp
224.159; #14 Brack 223.892; #11T Boat 223.847.
5:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke from rear of #15 J. Lazier. Car stops at pit
exit. Safety crew reports that smoke caused by failed CV joint.
5:32 p.m. – GREEN.
5:37 p.m. – YELLOW. Smoke from #54 Matsuda.
5:40 p.m. – GREEN.
5:44 p.m. -- #99 Schmidt turned lap of 225.468, third fastest of the day.
6 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice.
***
PRACTICE QUOTES:
GREG RAY: (About choosing from three cars in qualifying): “We made the
change to the #2 primary car. All the cars are like people, different personalities,
different compromises. This is the car I felt most comfortable with. Unless we change
our minds tomorrow morning, it will be the No. 2 primary car. There is one car just a
little quicker, but it’s the No. 2 primary we’ll go with. We ran the cars before in windy,
cloudy and cool conditions. Today was sunny and windy. There’s good, bad and
evil.” (About last year’s qualifying): “I was with another small team with one car and
one dance partner. This dance, there were several dance partners. This is who we
are going to dance with. The Indy 500 is what it’s all about. We are going to make
sure we dot all of our “I’s” and cross our “T’s.” (About pressure): “I try not to absorb it.
It’s a team thing. I wish I could step back and enjoy it. I’ll step back June 1 and enjoy
it all.” (Comparing this year to last year): “It’s different. It’s an honor that John
(Menard) gave me a chance. It is the team. What a difference a year makes.” (About
racing): “Racing is exciting for the fans, the engineers, the team. All the people want
to feel that they put the car in Victory Circle, and that’s what a team is.” (About
qualifying): “The biggest factor tomorrow is the weather. You have to go four laps.
You get one quick one, then the next ones begin to fade. I don’t have a crystal ball. If
I did, we’d get the pole and get out of here. Every turn is different. You can fade or
get better. Everything depends on the weather. Last year, we had a chance at the
pole. We missed the setup.” (About today’s conditions): “These conditions were
excellent. This team is prepared. I don’t get the jitters. We are prepared. I just go.”
JOHN MENARD (Team owner, #2 Ray): “We have a small team. We all
want to win. We have the same work ethics. I try to run more cars than a sane
person should. A lot of the guys have been with us a long time. We have a good
team, good talent, and Greg carries the spirit. A lot of good guys behind us. We have
good sponsors, the respect of the sponsors. Most of the time, you make most of your
luck. I’ve made some mistakes, and you quit knocking your head against the wall.”
(How long did it take to decide to hire Greg Ray): “I knew I had to make a driver
change a year ago, so you look at drivers out there. You are looking at your
competitors. I made the decision 16 months to a year ago.”
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
JERET SCHROEDER: “We’re pretty close to being ready for tomorrow.
We’re getting better balance, and every time we go out, we’re getting faster. The
Infiniti (engine) has proven to be strong and reliable. We have a good package with
our motor and team. We’ll have to put in a good run tomorrow. The pole speed will
depend on the weather, the right temperature and lack of wind to see a high number.
It will fluctuate between 224 and 227 (mph).
WIM EYCKMANS: (About qualifying): “We know what speed we can do. I
was able to do 222 by Lap 6 and had more but got stuck in traffic. The car is ready
for tomorrow. Tomorrow morning, we will do a short run, double check the balance of
the car, then go.” (About preparations for qualifying): “For me, the most important
thing is to stay relaxed. It is like a job: when you do it, you must do it well. I go step
by step. I try and stay focused on what is at hand ... not what might be.” (About
Team Cheever): “This team has the experience and the motivation to win races.
Each one of these guys was part of their win last year, so there is nothing stopping
them from doing the same this year. In fact, I’m the only new person on the team.
When the spirit is in the team to do great things, then it makes it easier for you as a
driver to perform well. “We are ready for battle. We just have to stay relaxed. This is
my first time doing a big race. I just have to relax and do what Cheever’s crew asks
me to. As far as the pole speed, I have no idea, probably 224 to 226.”
SAM SCHMIDT: “We feel good. The car is right where it needs to be. The
pole speed will be 225 (mph) to a low 226.”
ROBBY McGEHEE: “We did a bunch of laps in practice and we felt pretty
good. The pole speed will be whatever (Greg) Ray sets it at, probably 227. But we’re
shooting for 222. We worked on our qualifying set up today and we feel confident
going into Saturday. The car felt very solid running four lap segments. Our goal is to
solidly make the field and be the fastest rookie starter. I’m just ready to go.”
JIMMY KITE: “I couldn’t be happier with the car. We’re still trying to pick up
speed. We’re going to have a great race. Depending on the weather the pole speed
will be between 225 and 227.”
JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR.: “We are not on top of the charts, not as
happy as we want to be. We’ve struggled a bit. We’re looking for 2 mph more. The
track was warm and we’ve made some changes. After the rain the track will be
different prior to qualifying. We’ve had a limited amount of practice. The pole speed
will be in the sixes (226) or high fives (225).”
STEVE KNAPP: “We are ready. We’ll do one more run in the morning. The
pole will be 227.”
DONNIE BEECHLER: “We’re 2 mph short of where we want to be. The
scales weren’t calibrated. Today we finally got the car to where we wanted it to be. I
think the pole will be 225-plus. To make the race we need a high 219.”
ROBERTO GUERRERO: “Yesterday we thought we were ready. Today the
car is a real handful. The car is capable of 224 mph. Hopefully we can run there
tomorrow. The pole is going to depend on the weather and the wind. A high 25 a low
26 (about pole speed, 225, 226).”
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “Well, having picked the first draw to qualify, we can
safely say we’ll be on pole for at least a time! We’ve done so many laps this week, I
feel as if I’m ready to deliver a baby, whether it’s the due date or not! We are
definitely ready to qualify. I think Menards has the jump on all of us. I have to give
(Menard engine builder) Butch Meyer a lot of credit, he’s done a great job with those
engines. When you qualify, you have to be committed the moment you leave the
pits. This isn’t a situation where you can come back in and have the team change
the tires or fool with the front wings. You’ve got what you’ve got. And, as far as the
track conditions, it’s the luck of the draw. Sometimes the car is perfect and is running
in perfect conditions; sometimes it isn’t. We had hoped to get a very low number or a
very high number, and we got both. We will be happy to be in the first or second row
for the race. It’ll be good to get qualifying out of the way and start concentrating on
the race, doing full-tank runs, etc. Our race hat has always been stronger than our
qualifying hat.”
TYCE CARLSON “We only ran 10 laps today. We stepped it up a little bit,
but we still have more in store for tomorrow. Our time was a true time. There was not
anyone on the track when we ran it, and it was in the heat of the day.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “We sort of lost ourselves in the morning and gained
ourselves back in the afternoon. We would like to be able to have a shot at the front
row tomorrow. We probably have a better race car than a qualifying car, but we’ll
see. We’ll talk about it, see what the weather does and make a decision on the set
up from there.”
KENNY BRACK: “We still need to run a little bit faster. It will be hard going
for the pole, but it seems we’ll be able to put it solidly in the show, hopefully front
row.” (About having any tricks up their sleeves): “I don’t have any, but he (A.J. Foyt)
may have some. We have a good clear picture of the situation. But we may be able
to trim it out and get maybe one mph. Our bracket will be 224, 225. If we can do four
steady laps at that, we’re looking at the front row.”
STEPHAN GREGOIRE: “Since the beginning of the week, we had planned
on not running today because we thought it would be raining. Plus we had to spend
one day working on details like bodywork and a new headrest. We had to do things
today that we couldn’t do before because we don’t have enough crewmen.”
RON HEMELGARN (Owner, #91 Lazier, #92 J. Unser): (About the
qualifying draw): “For Buddy, it’s a low number (number 14 for car #91). We can get
him out right away. For Johnny, it was a high number (number 73 for car #92). It
gives us time to get him out and get some practice. They were good numbers, so
we’re happy.”
JOE TRUSCELLI (Owner, #33 Moreno): (About drawing 28 in the
qualifying draw): “I think we’ll be fine. We’re making an engine change for tomorrow
… put a qualifying engine in. I think we’ll be in the field, and we’re looking forward to
the race.”
ROBBY UNSER (About his thoughts of winning the pole after drawing No.
70 for qualifications): “You got to ask the Good Lord. I have faith that he’ll put me
where I need to be.”
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
BILLY BOAT (About drawing No. 15 for qualifications): “Fifteen is a lucky
number for me. I won a lot of races with that number. It’s good to go out early. I think
the conditions are going to change. There’s going to be a lot of changes to the track,
but we’re looking forward to getting the car in the field right away.”
LARRY CURRY (Co-owner, #22 Stewart): (About drawing second for
qualifications): “We’ve done everything we could. We got the draw. Now it’s up to
Mother Nature.”
***
QUALIFYING AWARDS
The PPG Pole Award of $100,000 and a 1999 Chevrolet Camaro worth
$22,750 head the list of qualifying awards for the 1999 Indianapolis 500. The PPG
Pole Award was started in 1989. Other awards include:
GTE “Front Runner Awards” -- $30,000
Daktronics “My Bubble Burst” Award -- $10,000
Ameritech “Youngest Starting Driver” Award -- $7,500
True Value Chief Mechanic’s Award -- $10,000
Nissan or Oldsmobile Pole Winner Award -- $5,000
Raybestos Pole Winner Award -- $3,000
Buckeye Machine/Race Spec “Final Measure” Award -- $5,000
Cold Fire “Hottest Pit Crew” Award from Firefreeze Worldwide -- $5,000
Ferguson Steel “Most Consistent Qualifier” Award -- $10,000
Snap-On/Championship Association of Mechanics “Top Wrench” Award -$5,000
Mi-Jack “Top Performance” Award -- $5,000
T.P. Donovan “Top Starting Rookie” Award -- $5,000
Indianapolis Motor Speedway qualifying prizes -- $120,000
***
PRACTICE QUOTE:
JEFF WARD: “Practice went well. We’re at the speed we’re going to get at.
The good thing is, we can run that speed with 35 gallons (of fuel) in the car. There’s
no difference between our qualifying and race setup. I can go flat-out with what we
got, running laps at 223 mph. I think we’ll be in the first four rows.” (About starting
position): “I’d like to be up front. It’s a big concern of mine, actually. We just didn’t
have the resources coming into this race. Hopefully, with the new sponsors, we’ll
have the resources for the next race.”
Thirty-seven drivers and 43 cars were on track today, running 1,688 laps:
Cars on track today: #2 Ray, #3 Boesel, #4T Goodyear, #5 Luyendyk, #6T Salazar,
#8 Sharp, #8T Sharp, #9T Hamilton, #10 Paul, #10T Paul, #11T Boat, #12 Calkins,
#14 Brack, #15 J. Lazier, #17 Miller, #18 Borkowski, #19 Wattles, #20 Carlson, #21
Ward, #21T Ward, #23 Gordon, #23T Gordon, #28T Dismore, #30 Kite, #31
Firestone, #32 Ray, #33 Moreno, #35 Knapp, #42 Hollansworth, #46 Groff, #50
Guerrero, #51 Cheever, #51T Cheever, #52 Eyckmans, #54 Matsuda, #55
McGehee, #66 Harrington, #81T Unser, #90 St. James, #91 B. Lazier, #96
Schroeder, #98T Beechler, #99 Schmidt.
***
#66 Scott Harrington turned 103 laps, more than any other driver Friday.
***
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DAY 7 -- FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 (cont.):
There were nine yellow flags for one hour, 20 minutes. Sixty-three cars
have passed initial technical inspection. Fifty-three drivers have passed physicals by
6 p.m. Friday, said Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director. Marco Greco
passed his physical Friday.
***
Pole Day Schedule
7 a.m. – Public gates open
8-10 a.m. – Preliminary practice
10:01 a.m. – Qualification ceremonies
11 a.m.-6 p.m. – Qualifications
6 p.m. – Track closes
6:10 p.m. – Pole sitter ceremony – Victory Circle
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

2
5
99
8T
8
14
11T
4T

9

91

10

20
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TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Arie Luyendyk Sprint PCS/Meijer
Sam Schmidt
Unistar Auto Insurance
Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
Billy Boat
A.J. Foyt Racing
Scott
Pennzoil Panther/G Force
Goodyear
Buddy Lazier
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn
Racing
Tyce Carlson
Bluegreen/Damon’s/Blueprint-Immke Racing

227.175
226.131
225.468
224.792
224.159
224.087
223.847
223.314
223.314
223.137

RAY HAS EYE ON PPG POLE AFTER 227-MPH LAP
INDIANAPOLIS, May 21, 1999 – Greg Ray established himself as the
favorite for the PPG Pole at the Indianapolis 500, turning a lap of 227.175 mph
Friday in the final practice before Pole Day at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Ray, from Plano, Texas, posted his best lap in the primary Glidden/Menards
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone to sit atop the speed charts for the second straight day. Ray
has posted the fastest practice speed on the 2.5-mile oval during five of the seven
days leading up to Pole Day, including the fastest overall, 227.192.
Pole Day starts at 11 a.m. (EST) Saturday. Bump Day is Sunday; Race Day
th
May 30. Ray is 56 in the qualifying order among 72 entries. Defending race
champion Eddie Cheever Jr. drew first in the qualifying order.
“The biggest factor tomorrow is the weather,” Ray said. “You have to go
four laps. You get one quick one. Then the next ones begin to fade. I don’t have a
crystal ball. If I did, we’d get the pole and get out of here.”
Two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Arie Luyendyk was second fastest Friday
at 226.131 in the primary Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone. Luyendyk
posted his fastest lap of the event with only 47 minutes remaining. Luyendyk was
followed by Treadway Racing teammate Sam Schmidt at 225.468 in the primary
Unistar Auto Insurance G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
Scott Sharp was fourth and fifth fastest, his best laps of the event in the
primary and backup Delphi Automotive Systems Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear cars at
224.792 and 224.159, respectively.
1998 Indy Racing League champion Kenny Brack was sixth fastest in the
primary A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear at 224.087.
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear was eighth fastest at
223.314 in the backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
Former league champion Tony Stewart did not practice Friday due to his
commitments at the NASCAR Winston Cup all-star event this weekend in Charlotte,
N.C. Stewart’s co-car owner, Larry Curry, drew the No. 2 spot in the qualifying order.
That should give Stewart enough time to make a qualification attempt for this event
and then fly to Charlotte for the NASCAR event Saturday night at Lowe’s Motor
Speedway.
John Paul Jr. was admitted to Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis with a
severe back contusion and back strain after an accident. Rookie Mike Borkowski
was unhurt in an accident.
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DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY
Entry update:
•Andy Michner is the driver of the #10 Jonathan Byrd’s Cafeteria/VisionAire
G Force/Aurora/Firestone. Michner is replacing John Paul Jr., who suffered a severe
back contusion and back strain in an accident Friday and was not cleared to drive by
Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director.
***
8:35 a.m. medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director:
#10 John Paul Jr. is expected to be released from Methodist Hospital this morning.
He is not cleared to drive, and Dr. Bock will follow his progress on a day-to-day
basis.
JOHN PAUL JR.: “My head and my back are just a little sore. I’ll see if I
can be of help to Andy (Michner). Not that he needs it. He’s been with us for a long
time now.”
***
Updated practice and qualifying schedule:
9:45-10:15 a.m. – First practice group
10:15-10:45 a.m. – Second practice group
11:15 a.m. – Start of qualifications
***
10:15 a.m. schedule update: The track should open for the first practice
group by 10:30 a.m.
***
10:25 a.m. schedule update: Qualifications are scheduled to start at noon,
preceded by opening ceremonies.
***
The Energizer Motorsports racing team and driver Robby McGehee will
play host to the helmet safety groups Think First/Think First For Kids and
4thefamily.net on Community Day this Wednesday at the Speedway.
Information on helmet and brain-injury prevention will be available, and the
groups will offer several demonstrations and hands-on displays emphasizing
education on children’s safety issues.
***
Eleven local “Everyday Heroes” will be honored today by the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway and the American Red Cross, the official charity of the Indy Racing
League.
These heroes will be honored for compassion, service and actions above
and beyond the call of duty. The theme of this year’s race is “Race for Heroes.”
The honorees: Howard Grindstaff, Dorothy Martin, Peggy Alley, Kenia
Mejia, Ray Woods, Nancy Woods, Kurt Earlywine, Allen Robinson, Andy Ford, Maria
Tapia and Ordis Drane.
***
Video News Releases of Pole Day and Bubble Day will be available this
weekend. The respective packages will include qualifying highlights and driver
interviews. The times, dates and satellite coordinates:
Pole Day -- Saturday, May 22: 8:30-8:45 p.m. (EDT), SBS 6, Transponder
9
Bubble Day -- Sunday, May 23: 8:30-8:45 p.m. (EDT), SBS 6,
Transponder 9 (A package featuring the 90-year history of the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway also will be available during this window, including historical footage and
interviews with Indianapolis 500 legends such as Johnny Rutherford, Bobby Unser
and Arie Luyendyk.)

74

DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
PRE-QUALIFYING PRACTICE:
At 10:46 a.m., the air temperature was 66 degrees with a relative humidity
of 90 percent and northwest winds at 12 mph. At 10:45 a.m., the track temperature
was 82 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 224.573
mph, Billy Boat, May 16, 1998.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 227.192, #2T
Greg Ray, Thursday, May 20.
***
FIRST GROUP:
10:43 a.m. – GREEN. #51 Eddie Cheever Jr. first car on track.
10:45 a.m. – RUNNING YELLOW. Debris on track.
10:48 a.m. – GREEN.
10:50 a.m. -- #91 B. Lazier fastest at 220.221 mph.
10:52 a.m. -- #5 Luyendyk fastest at 222.228.
10:53 a.m. -- #5 Luyendyk fastest at 226.683.
10:56 a.m. – YELLOW. Smoke flows from rear of car of #98T Beechler. Car
stopped along pit wall at top of front straightaway. Engine malfunctioned, Beechler
reported.
11:05 a.m. – GREEN.
11:10 a.m. -- #11T Boat turned lap of 223.059, second fastest.
11:13 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of group.
***
Top Five of First Group:
1. #5 Luyendyk 226.683 mph
2. #11T Boat 223.059
3. #14 Brack 222.151
4. #42 Hollansworth 221.658
5. #50 Guerrero 221.419
***
SECOND GROUP:
11:14 a.m. – GREEN. #23 Robby Gordon first car on track.
11:19 a.m. -- #2T Ray fastest in group at 224.512, second fastest of
practice.
11:20 a.m. -- #99 Schmidt fastest in group at 224.540, second fastest of
practice.
11:22 a.m. -- #34 Jim Guthrie on track for first time this event.
11:31 a.m. -- #36 Brian Tyler on track for first time this event.
11:32 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
11:40 a.m. – GREEN.
11:42 a.m. -- #20 Carlson turned lap of 224.933, fastest of group and
second fastest of practice.
11:45 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of group and practice.
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DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
PRE-QUALIFYING PRACTICE:
Top Five of Second Group:
1. #20 Carlson 224.933 mph
2. #99 Schmidt 224.540
3. #2T Ray 224.512
4. #28T Dismore 222.651
5. #7 Gregoire 222.327
Top Five Overall:
1. #5 Luyendyk 226.683 (first group)
2. #20 Carlson 224.933 (second group)
3. #99 Schmidt 224.540 (second group)
4. #2T Ray 224.512 (second group)
5. #11T Boat 223.059 (first group)
***
At 11:50 a.m., #22 Tony Stewart entered the technical inspection rack in
preparation for qualifications.
***
PPG POLE QUALIFICATIONS:
At 12:08 p.m., the temperature was 66 degrees, with 84 percent relative
humidity and northwest winds at 15 mph. The track temperature was 80 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
12:04 p.m.

#51

EDDIE CHEEVER JR./Orlando, Fla.
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara D/I/G

QA - 1

1 – 40.742 -- 220.902
UA - 1
2 – 40.614 – 221.598
3 – 40.580 – 221.784
4 – waved off
***
Eddie Cheever Jr. became the first defending Indianapolis 500 champion to
be first in the qualifying line since Emerson Fittipaldi in 1990.
***
12:11 p.m.
#22
TONY STEWART/Indianapolis
The Home Depot - D/A/G
QA - 2
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1 – 40.835 – 220.399
2 – 40.780 – 220.696
3 – 40.788 – 220.653
4 – 40.749 – 220.864
T 2:43.152 – 220.653

Q-1

DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
12:15 p.m.

#8
QA - 3

12:21 p.m.

#15

SCOTT SHARP/Carmel, Ind.
Delphi Automotive Systems - D/A/G
1 – 40.429 – 222.612
2 – 40.324 – 223.192
3 – 40.364 – 222.971
4 – 40.484 – 222.310
T 2:41.601 – 222.771

Q-2

JAQUES LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
Tivoli Hotel/G Force - G/A/G

QA - 4

1 – 40.982 – 219.609
Q-3
2 – 41.026 – 219.373
3 – 41.160 – 218.659
4 – 41.092 – 219.021
T 2:44.260 – 219.165
***
At 12:25 p.m., #22 Tony Stewart was escorted from the Speedway with a
police escort to the Indianapolis airport for a flight to Charlotte, N.C., for the
NASCAR Winston Cup event tonight at Lowe’s Motor Speedway. Stewart took off for
Charlotte in NASCAR team owner Joe Gibbs’ jet at 12:50 p.m.
TONY STEWART: “We wanted to go quicker, obviously. But we were flatout the whole way around. That’s all the car had today. The air is much thicker today.
We had such a nice week, as far as temperature and humidity were concerned. We
didn’t get a chance to run in any conditions like today. With our setup we had on the
car, it was good in the heat. I am a little bit on the conservative side, but it was way
too conservative for today. So it cost us a little bit. It was a solid run. I don’t know if it
will be fast enough to stay in. We got through this part of it. We just have to wait and
see what everybody else does from here on in.” (What is your plan if you get
bumped?): “We’ve got a backup car. So we’ll just try to do that, instead.” (About his
whirlwind weekend): “I’ve got a lot of good people helping me, taking care of things.
Just like this van to go in the airport was sitting here waiting for me, ready to go
when I was ready. It’s made it a lot easier. My attitude about this whole two weeks is
that it’s going to be an unforgettable two weeks of my life that I’ve enjoyed
thoroughly. So I’m just enjoying it right now.” (What are you looking forward to
tonight?): “A little bit of the same as last night, I hope. We won our 25-lap race.
We’ve got to make some adjustments this afternoon in practice, make sure the car is
balanced good for what we need to do.” (About Stewart driving the police-escorted
van to the airport): “If you want to know, this is a lot more relaxing than my four-lap
qualifying run just was.” (About track conditions): “No, I really didn’t see any
(moisture) out there. It had pretty much quit before they sent me out there. I
appreciate (Indy Racing League director of racing operations) Brian Barnhart looking
out for us and making sure the track was in proper conditions for qualifying so we
could go out and do what we needed to do.” (About fan reception): “It was
unbelievable. It makes you feel good. I know there was a lot of upset people when I
left the IRL. I didn’t want to have to leave, but I felt like it was something I needed to
do for my career. It was the right decision to me. I hated to leave, but that’s why I
became a car owner with Larry Curry and Andy Card, to try to give somebody the
same opportunity I was given.”
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DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
12:26 p.m.

#90
QA - 5

12:30 p.m.

#54
QA - 6

12:35 p.m.

#42
QA - 7

12:40 p.m.

#17
QA - 8

12:44 p.m.

#91

QA - 9
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LYN ST. JAMES/Indianapolis
Garden Fresh Potatoes/Kroger - D/A/F
1 – 41.056 – 219.213
2 – 40.980 – 219.619
3 – 41.192 – 218.489
4 – 41.178 – 218.563
T 2:44.406 – 218.970

Q-4

HIDESHI MATSUDA/Kawasaki, Japan
BMB Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports - D/A/F
1 – 40.460 – 222.442
2 – 40.516 – 222.134
3 – 40.533 – 222.041
4 – 40.606 – 221.642
T 2:42.115 – 222.065

Q-5

JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR./Dallas
pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara - D/A/F
1 – 40.785 – 220.669
2 – 40.608 – 221.631
3 – 40.527 – 222.074
4 – 40.463 – 222.425
T 2:42.383 – 221.698

Q-6

JACK MILLER/Carmel, Ind.
Dean’s Milk Chug - D/A/G
1 – 40.880 – 220.157
2 – 40.974 – 219.651
3 – waved off

UA - 1

BUDDY LAZIER/Vail, Colo.
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
D/A/G
1 – 40.840 – 220.372
2 – 40.704 – 221.108
3 – 40.752 – 220.848
4 – 40.806 – 220.556
T 2:43.102 – 220.721

Q-7

-

DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
12:50 p.m.

#11T

BILLY BOAT/Phoenix
A.J. Foyt Racing - D/A/G
Spun in Turn 2 and hit outside wall in back stretch on

warmup lap.
***
#11T Billy Boat did a half-spin backward in Turn 2 while low on track, slid
up track and did a half-spin forward, hitting outside retaining wall with right side of
car. Car slid to stop. Boat climbed from car without assistance. Heavy damage to
right side of car.
BILLY BOAT: “Just cold tires. It didn’t hurt the car much. We’re just going
to fix it and try to come back.”
***
12:59 p.m.
#46
MIKE GROFF/Pasadena, Calif.
LINC CAPITAL/MI-JACK/Dallara - D/A/F
QA - 10

1:03 p.m.

#44

1 – 41.201 – 218.441
2 – 41.262 – 218.118
3 – waved off

UA - 1

ROBBIE BUHL/Indianapolis
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Purex/Dallara/Infiniti - D/I/F
Spun in Turn 1 and hit outside wall in south short

chute on warmup lap.
***
#44 Robbie Buhl did a half-spin in Turn 1, hitting the outside retaining wall
with the left side of the car. Heavy damage to left side of car. Buhl climbs from car
without assistance.
ROBBIE BUHL: “You’re trying to hustle the car in there and prepare for the
next lap. Maybe the tires weren’t completely warm, and it just went around on me.
I’m fine. I bumped my ankle, but it’s OK.”
***
1:15 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry Bock:
#11T Billy Boat was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, released
without injury and cleared to drive.
***
1:17 p.m.
#14
KENNY BRACK/Karlstad, Sweden
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing - D/A/G
QA - 11

1 – 40.487 – 222.294
Q-8
2 – 40.298 – 223.336
3 – 40.422 – 222.651
4 – 40.475 – 222.359
T 2:41.682 – 222.659
***
1:21 p.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry Bock:
#44 Robbie Buhl was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center, released
without injury and cleared to drive.
***
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DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
1:22 p.m.

#52

QA - 12

1:27 p.m.

#33
QA - 13

1:31 p.m.

#5

WIM EYCKMANS/Herentals, Belgium
EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara/Oldsmobile/Goodyear
- D/A/G
1 – 41.009 – 219.464
2 – 40.872 – 220.200
3 – 40.837 – 220.388
4 – 40.850 – 220.318
T 2:43.568 – 220.092

Q-9

ROBERTO MORENO/Monaco
Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros. - G/A/G
1 – 42.480 – 211.864
2 – waved off

UA - 1

ARIE LUYENDYK/Scottsdale, Ariz.
Sprint PCS/Meijer - G/A/F

QA - 14

1 – 40.026 – 224.854
Q - 10
2 – 39.886 – 225.643
3 – 39.972 – 225.158
4 – 39.989 – 225.062
T 2:39.873 – 225.179
***
Arie Luyendyk’s four-lap average speed of 225.179 mph was the fastest
qualifying average ever by a normally aspirated Indy Racing League car at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The previous best was 223.503 by 1998 pole winner
Billy Boat. Luyendyk’s second lap, 225.643, was the fastest official lap by a normally
aspirated Indy Racing League car at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The previous
best was 224.573 by Boat en route to the PPG Pole in 1998.
***
1:36 p.m.
#9T
DAVEY HAMILTON/Las Vegas
Galles Racing Spinal Conquest - D/A/G
QA - 15

1:41 p.m.

#3T
QA - 16
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1 – 40.558 – 221.904
2 – 40.560 – 221.893
3 – 40.570 – 221.839
4 – 40.572 – 221.828
T 2:42.260 – 221.866

Q - 11

RAUL BOESEL/Curitiba, Brazil
Brant Racing R&S MKV - R/A/G
1 – 41.413 – 217.323
2 – 41.363 – 217.586
3 – waved off

UA - 1
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1:45 p.m.

#50
QA - 17

1:50 p.m.

#6
QA - 18

1:55 p.m.

#19
QA - 19

1:59 p.m.

#20

ROBERTO GUERRERO/San Juan Capistrano, Calif.
Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti - G/I/F
1 – 41.052 – 219.234
2 – 41.213 – 218.378
3 – 41.161 – 218.654
4 – waved off

UA - 1

ELISEO SALAZAR/Santiago, Chile
FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special - G/A/F
1 – 40.789 – 220.648
2 – 40.600 – 221.675
3 – 40.616 – 221.588
4 – 40.696 – 221.152
T 2:42.701 – 221.265

Q - 12

STAN WATTLES/Sewall’s Point, Fla.
Metro Racing Systems/NCLD - D/A/G
1 – 40.483 – 222.316
2 – 40.724 – 221.000
3 – 40.844 – 220.351
4 – 40.968 – 219.684
T 2:43.019 – 220.833

Q - 13

TYCE CARLSON/Indianapolis
Bluegreen/Damon's/Blueprint-Immke Racing - D/A/F

QA - 20

1 – 40.453 – 222.480
Q - 14
2 – 40.428 – 222.618
3 – 40.947 – 219.796
4 – 40.831 – 220.421
T 2:42.659 – 221.322
***
At 2:08 p.m., the temperature was 66 degrees, with 84 percent relative
humidity and northwest winds at 15 mph, gusting to 21 mph. The track temperature
was 86 degrees, according to Firestone.
***
2:05 p.m.
#23T
ROBBY GORDON/Orange, Calif.
Johns Manville/Menards/Duracell - G/A/F
QA - 21

1 – 41.131 – 218.813
2 – 41.038 – 219.309
3 – waved off

UA - 1
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2:09 p.m.

#96

QA - 22

2:13 p.m.

#28T
QA - 23

2:19 p.m.

#12
QA - 24

2:24 p.m.

#7
QA - 25

2:29 p.m.

#4T
QA - 26

JERET SCHROEDER/Vineland, N.J.
Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone
- G/I/F
1 – 41.196 – 218.468
2 – 41.042 – 219.288
3 – 41.008 – 219.469
4 – waved off

UA - 1

MARK DISMORE/Greenfield, Ind.
MCI WorldCom - D/A/G
1 – 40.249 – 223.608
2 – 40.254 – 223.580
3 – 40.390 – 222.827
4 – 40.569 – 221.844
T 2:41.462 – 222.963

Q - 15

BUZZ CALKINS/Denver
Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat - G/A/F
1 – 41.230 – 218.288
2 – 41.086 – 219.053
3 – 41.355 – 217.628
4 – waved off

UA - 1

STEPHAN GREGOIRE/Indianapolis
Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force - G/A/F
1 – 40.789 – 220.648
2 – 40.739 – 220.919
3 – 41.189 – 218.505
4 – 41.350 – 217.654
T 2:44.067 – 219.423

Q - 16

SCOTT GOODYEAR/Carmel, Ind.
Pennzoil Panther/G Force - G/A/G

1 – 40.421 – 222.657
Q - 17
2 – 40.393 – 222.811
3 – 40.431 – 222.601
4 – 40.635 – 221.484
T 2:41.880 – 222.387
***
All 50,000 of the Pole Day “… And Heee’s On It!” towels given free to
spectators at the entry gates today at Indianapolis Motor Speedway were gone by
noon.
***
The sun shone on the Speedway for the first time today at approximately
2:30 p.m. At that time, the air temperature was 77 degrees and the track temperature
95 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
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2:33 p.m.

#21
QA - 27

2:39 p.m.

#66
QA - 28

2:43 p.m.

#2

JEFF WARD/San Juan Capistrano, Calif.
Pagan Racing/Dallara/Oldsmobile - D/A/G
1 – 40.661 – 221.342
2 – 40.631 – 221.506
3 – 40.666 – 221.315
4 – 40.671 – 221.288
T 2:42.629 – 221.363

Q - 18

SCOTT HARRINGTON/Indianapolis
CertainTeed Building Products - D/I/F
1 – 41.122 – 218.861
2 – 41.096 – 218.999
3 – 41.055 – 219.218
4 – waved off

UA - 1

GREG RAY/Plano, Texas
Glidden/Menards - D/A/F

QA - 29

1 – 39.886 – 225.643
Q - 19
2 – 39.969 – 225.175
3 – 39.993 – 225.039
4 – 40.100 – 224.439
T 2:39.948 – 225.073
***
Greg Ray’s first lap, 225.643 mph, tied the fastest official lap by a normally
aspirated Indy Racing League car at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Arie Luyendyk’s
second lap today also was 225.643.
***
2:47 p.m.
#51T
EDDIE CHEEVER JR./Orlando, Fla.
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara
- D/I/G
QA - 30

2:51 p.m.

#99
QA - 31

1 – 40.631 – 221.506
2 – 40.630 – 221.511
3 – waved off

UA - 1

SAM SCHMIDT/Las Vegas
Unistar Auto Insurance - G/A/F
1 – 40.402 – 222.761
2 – 40.405 – 222.745
3 – 40.393 – 222.811
4 – 40.428 – 222.618
T 2:41.628 – 222.734

Q - 20
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2:57 p.m.

#31

NICK FIRESTONE/Scottsdale, Ariz.
Team Losi/Firestone/Vineyard/Fastrod/McCormack Mts.
- G/A/F

QA - 32

1 – 41.387 – 217.460
UA - 1
2 – waved off
***
At 2:59 p.m., Team Menard pushed the #2T car for driver Greg Ray into the
qualification line. At 3:04 p.m., the team withdrew the car from the line.
***
3:01 p.m.
#30
JIMMY KITE/Stockbridge, Ga.
TransWorld Racing/McCormack Motorsports - G/A/F
QA - 33

3:06 p.m.

#81

QA – 34

3:11 p.m.

#55

QA – 35

3:16 p.m.

#98T

QA – 36
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1 – 40.896 – 220.070
2 – 41.055 – 219.218
3 – 40.808 – 220.545
4 – 40.805 – 220.561
T 2:43.564 – 220.097

Q - 21

ROBBY UNSER/Albuquerque, N.M.
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey - D/A/F
1 – 40.652 – 221.391
2 – 40.655 – 221.375
3 – 40.653 – 221.386
4 – 40.712 – 221.065
T 2:42.672 – 221.304

Q - 22

ROBBY MCGEHEE/St. Louis
Energizer Advanced Formula - D/A/F
1 – 40.943 – 219.818
2 – 40.931 – 219.882
3 – 40.810 – 220.534
4 – 40.849 – 220.324
T 2:43.533 – 220.139

Q - 23

DONNIE BEECHLER/Springfield, Ill.
Cahill Racing/Firestone/Oldsmobile/Dallara - D/A/F
1 – 41.230 – 218.288
2 – 41.235 – 218.261
3 – 41.176 – 218.574
4 – waved off

UA - 1

DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
3:20 p.m.

#35

QA – 37

3:26 p.m.

#96

STEVE KNAPP/Salem, Wis.
Thermo Tech/Prolong/ISM Racing/G Force/Goodyear
- G/A/G
1 – 40.715 – 221.049
2 – 40.619 – 221.571
3 – 40.602 – 221.664
4 – 40.591 – 221.724
T 2:42.527 – 221.502

Q - 24

JERET SCHROEDER/Vineland, N.J.
Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone
- G/I/F
Pulled into pits after first warmup lap for battery change.
Returned to track for warmup lap and qualification
attempt.

QA – 38

1 – 40.762 – 220.794
Q - 25
2 – 40.733 – 220.951
3 – 40.767 – 220.767
4 – 40.821 – 220.475
T 2:43.083 – 220.747
***
At 3:38 p.m., Team Menard pushed car #2T on pit road, and Team Cheever
pushed car #51 on pit road.
***
At 3:55 p.m., #10 Andy Michner brushed the outside wall between Turns 1
and 2 during a practice session. He continued under full power.
***
4:12 p.m. entry update: Marco Greco was named as the driver of the #41
A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear.
***
4:20 p.m.
#66
SCOTT HARRINGTON/Indianapolis
CertainTeed Building Products - D/I/F
Pulled into pits after one warmup lap.
4:42 p.m.

#51T

QA - 39

EDDIE CHEEVER JR./Orlando, Fla.
Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara
- D/I/G
1 – 40.559 – 221.899
2 – 40.615 – 221.593
3 – 40.693 – 221.168
4 – 40.797 – 220.604
T 2:42.664 – 221.315

Q - 26
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4:49 p.m.

#17

JACK MILLER/Carmel, Ind.
Dean’s Milk Chug - D/A/G

QA - 40

1 – 40.598 – 221.686
UA - 2
2 – Apparent engine malfunction on back straightaway.
***
4:50 p.m. entry update: Team Menard has converted its #2T GliddenMenards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone into the #32 for driver Robby Gordon as a Team
Menard entry.
***
5:11 p.m.
#50
ROBERTO GUERRERO/San Juan Capistrano, Calif.
Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti - G/I/F

5:16 p.m.

QA - 41

1 – 40.846 – 220.340
2 – 40.782 – 220.686
3 – 40.815 – 220.507
4 – 40.838 – 220.383
T 2:43.281 – 220.479

#11T

BILLY BOAT/Phoenix
A.J. Foyt Racing - D/A/G

QA – 42

5:20 p.m.

#32

QA – 43

5:27 p.m.

#98T

QA – 44
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1 – 40.328 – 223.170
2 – 40.169 – 224.053
3 – 40.215 – 223.797
4 – 40.384 – 222.861
T 2:41.096 – 223.469

Q - 27

Q - 28

ROBBY GORDON/Orange, Calif.
Glidden/Menards - D/A/F
1 – 40.316 – 223.236
2 – 40.269 – 223.497
3 – 40.372 – 222.927
4 – 40.430 – 222.607
T 2:41.387 – 223.066

Q - 29

DONNIE BEECHLER/Springfield, Ill.
Cahill Racing/Firestone/Oldsmobile/Dallara - D/A/F
1 – 40.723 – 221.005
2 – 40.692 – 221.174
3 – 40.763 – 220.788
4 – 40.550 – 221.948
T 2:42.728 – 221.228

Q - 30

DAY 8 -- SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1999 - POLE DAY (cont.):
5:31 p.m.

#31

QA - 45

5:35 p.m.

#33
QA - 46

5:40 p.m.

#12
QA - 47

5:45 p.m.

#46

NICK FIRESTONE/Scottsdale, Ariz.
Team Losi/Firestone/Vineyard/Fastrod/McCormack Mts.
- G/A/F
1 – 41.310 – 217.865
2 – 41.202 – 218.436
3 – 41.383 – 217.481
4 – waved off

UA - 2

ROBERTO MORENO/Monaco
Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros. - G/A/G
1 – 40.840 – 220.372
2 – 40.759 – 220.810
3 – 40.746 – 220.881
4 – 40.769 – 220.756
T 2:43.114 – 220.705

Q - 31

BUZZ CALKINS/Denver
Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat - G/A/F
1 – 40.835 – 220.399
2 – 40.858 – 220.275
3 – 40.864 – 220.243
4 – 40.859 – 220.270
T 2:43.416 – 220.297

Q - 32

MIKE GROFF/Pasadena, Calif.
LINC CAPITAL/MI-JACK/Dallara - D/A/F

QA - 48

1 – 40.936 – 219.855
UA - 2
2 – 40.862 – 220.254
3 – 40.933 – 219.871
4 – waved off
***
Light rain started to fall at 5:50 p.m., when Mike Groff waved off his
qualification attempt.
***
5:57 p.m.
#66
SCOTT HARRINGTON/Indianapolis
CertainTeed Building Products - D/I/F
QA - 49
1 – 41.123 – 218.856
Q - 33
2 – 40.917 – 219.957
3 – 40.950 – 219.780
4 – 40.868 – 220.221
T 2:43.858 – 219.702
***
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QUALIFICATION NOTES:
•The average speed for the 33-car field is 221.422 mph. This is 3.117 mph
faster than the average speed for the 1998 field, 218.305.
•This is the third Indianapolis 500 pole of Arie Luyendyk’s career. He also
won the pole in 1993 for Ganassi Racing and in 1997 for Treadway Racing.
•Arie Luyendyk joins Johnny Rutherford, Tom Sneva and Mario Andretti as
three-time pole winners for the Indianapolis 500. Rick Mears won a record six poles,
and Rex Mays and A.J. Foyt each won four.
th
•Arie Luyendyk is the 12 driver to start from the pole in his final
Indianapolis 500 start. The only driver to win from the pole in his final Indianapolis
start was Bobby Unser in 1981.
•This is the second consecutive year that Greg Ray and Billy Boat are
starting on the front row. Ray is starting second this year, the same spot as in 1998.
Boat is starting third. He won the pole last year.
•This is the fifth front-row start of Arie Luyendyk’s career.
***
QUALIFICATION MILESTONES:
•Thirty-three cars qualified today, an event record for first-day qualifiers.
The previous record was 28, in 1984 and 1985.
In 1983, 33 cars qualified on the third day of qualifying. The first two days of
qualifications were rained out that year. Twenty of those cars qualifying on the third
day were in line on the first day when qualifications were rained out, so those 20 cars
were considered first-day qualifiers.
•There were 49 qualification attempts today, an event record for first-day
qualifying. The previous record was 42 attempts on the first day of 1998
qualifications, May 16, 1998.
•The most qualification attempts for any day of qualifying at this event was
53 on the third day of qualifying in 1981.
***
There were 13 yellow flags for one hour, 39 minutes. Qualifications started
one hour, four minutes late due to wet track conditions. There was a four-minute
delay for rain during qualifications. Sixty-eight cars have passed initial technical
inspection. Fifty-three drivers have passed physicals by 6 p.m. Saturday, said Dr.
Henry Bock, Speedway medical director.
***
Arie Luyendyk now holds or shares every speed record at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.
He has the fastest race average speed (185.981 mph, 1990), fastest official
lap (237.498, 1996), fastest four-lap qualifying average (236.986, 1996), fastest race
average speed for a normally aspirated Indy Racing League car (145.827, 1997) and
the fastest four-lap qualifying average for a normally aspirated Indy Racing League
car (225.179, today). He shares with Greg Ray the fastest official lap by a normally
aspirated Indy Racing League car (225.643, today).
***
BUBBLE DAY SCHEDULE:
8 a.m. – Gates open
10-11:15 a.m. – Preliminary practice
11:16 a.m.-noon – Armed Forces Day ceremony
Noon-6 p.m. -- Qualifications
***
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Qualifying order for Sunday, May 23
#10 Michner
#18 Borkowski
#3T Boesel
#23 TBA
#92 J. Unser
#44T Buhl
#3 Boesel
#7T Gregoire
#41T Greco
#91T B. Lazier
#22T TBA
#6T Salazar
#34 Guthrie
#31 Firestone
#46 Groff
#36 Tyler
#43 Steele
#41 TBA
#4T Goodyear
#17 Miller
#92T J. Unser
***
The live timing and scoring updates of the first day of Indianapolis 500
qualifying drew approximately 250,000 “hits” to the league’s World Wide Web site,
www.indyracingleague.com.
***
Kids Campaign, Inc., will present its second annual charity fundraiser, the
“Cars and Stars Gala,” at 7 p.m. Sunday at the Five Seasons Sports Country Club in
Carmel.
Twenty-three Indy Racing League drivers are scheduled to attend, including
1999 Indianapolis 500 pole winner Arie Luyendyk, 1998 race winner Eddie Cheever
Jr., Scott Sharp and Scott Goodyear.
A live auction featuring several unique pieces of racing memorabilia will
take place.
Tickets are $75 at the door. All proceeds, including those from the auction,
will benefit Indiana Children’s Wish Fund, a local wish-granting organization, and
Clarian IRL Kids, a mobile child development center supporting the families of the
Indy Racing League.
***
Pep Boys played host today to 44 automotive technology students from
Northwestern College in Lima, Ohio.
***
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POST-QUALIFYING QUOTES
GREG RAY (#2 Glidden/Menards): “It’s a great opportunity. I have a great ride. It’s
my son’s (Winston, 6) birthday today. I wanted to give him the pole. I know the
weather conditions changed. The car felt good. I was flat out. We are very happy on
the front row. (Team owner) John (Menard) is back there deciding whether to pull
another horse out of the stable. If he wants to do it, I’m for it. Like I’ve said all week,
these cars are sensitive to weather. The sun came out for us. Our first car didn’t
make tech, so we had to pull it off the line. It’s a little stressful mentally. I don’t know
if it was an oversight on our crew or an oversight on the tech, or both. It was the
(#2T) car we warmed up this morning. Qualifying is one thing – the race is another.
Five-hundred miles is a long race. I have always had a natural desire to go out there,
race and win. Racing is about winning. I’m thankful for the opportunity. We (Ray and
Arie Luyendyk) are very, very close. I drove all four laps exactly the same. We were
close. My crew chief said on the last lap, ‘We need a little more here.’ I said, ‘That’s
all there is.’ The wind affected the car, and the sun affects it. The clouds came back
when we were finished. I am very proud of the team and how I drove. The team did a
great job. I feel I put in four faultless laps. I wasn’t overly on the steering wheel. It just
started to go away at the end. The point of racing is winning. Being on the pole is an
event in itself. This is a special place, and sitting on the pole. It’s a great feeling
when going home that night, and eating dinner and sleeping like a baby. If you have
a good car on Race Day, it doesn’t matter where you start. No matter what sport,
football, basketball or racing, you’re measuring yourself against the best.”
ARIE LUYENDYK (#5 Sprint PCS/Meijer): (About adapting to conditions): “Well, this
morning we ran the car exactly the way we ended it last night. Then we made one
change and ran that only a half lap. And we didn’t get the chance to really feel it out,
but I said it would be good enough. The car could have been better, but the car was
still good enough. The car was a little loose in Turn 1. We trimmed it out quite a bit.”
(About concerns during run that the track would change): “Well, I think with having
two laps to get up to speed, instead of three, I think that might have caught
somebody out, like Robbie Buhl, who I think took the green and hit the wall in (Turn)
1. It was really important to me in the pits to get out and get up to speed really, really
quickly to bring those pressures and temperatures up. The conditions were good.
They were good for me. They (conditions) were the same as this morning. The wind
was going the same direction. It wasn’t blowing any harder or less. The track temps
were the same.” (About track position): “Well, I think with how competitive right now
the series is, the IRL, with so many cars close together, I think track position is very
important in the race. So any time you can start up front, you just have to work as
hard to stay up there or stay near the front, like last year.” (About the final qualifying
run of his Indy career): “Well, I think the thing that struck me the most for myself … I
didn’t wake up this morning thinking that it was going to be my last qualifying day or
this is going to be my last this or that. When I had completed the run, I was really
moved by the enthusiastic crowd all around the track. And coming into the pits, all of
the crews waving and clapping. It just shows this whole racetrack and the
Indianapolis 500 is all about the fans and the people that make it happen. It’s still
very much a people’s sport. It’s a great sport. I will always remember this day,
coming into the pits, under any set of circumstances, no matter where we qualify.
And of course, it could only be topped by coming in when everybody’s cheering
when coming into Victory Lane.” (About seeing his last checkered flag during
qualifying): “I didn’t see it because I was tucked so far down in the car, trying to keep
as less resistance from the wind.” (About putting more effort into your last year at
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Indy): “Every time I drive here, I put the same amount of effort in the car.” (About
performing well at Indy): “It’s a matter of experience and a matter of knowing what
you want from the car. It doesn’t take very much to slow the car down a bunch.
There’s a really fine line to going fast here.”
ELISEO SALAZAR (#6 FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special): “Obviously, I would like
to be quicker. I missed the last year after the accident (at Dover). The four laps
weren’t that tough, but a little bit mentally. The air is very dense. We couldn’t trim the
car so late because it’s a little risky. We took the car exactly as we had it last night.
It’s very emotional to be back.”
STEPHAN GREGOIRE (#7 Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force): “Well, it was very strange.
This morning, the car did not respond the same. It’s a shame. A surprise for me,
because Thursday night my car was very good. It’s a little confusing, but we have a
backup car just in case. It’s unpredictable. We’ve been in the top five every day.
We’ve run several laps at 224 (mph). Thirty minutes this morning was not enough.
The car was out of balance. This is not exactly where we want to be. Right now,
219.4 is not enough. Our backup car is set up different. It’s like driving two different
cars.”
SCOTT SHARP (#8 Delphi Automotive Systems): “My car was sliding this morning.
The guys made the car safe for me. I prayed to God and held the throttle down.
We’re happy, considering everything. We threw in the dice and made a few
adjustments. The track should get faster as more rubber gets down. The weather
came this morning and cleaned off the track. It was a nice track. It was a great run. I
was a little nervous going in.” (About Race Day): “We worked on having a real
consistent car. Just be there the last 25 laps. We’re real happy, considering the ride
we had the last couple of days. Yesterday we got up to 224 and thought we could
break the 225 (mark) today.” (About light rain just before his run): “I was surprised
when I was sitting behind Tony (Stewart) waiting to go out. When you put the visor
down, you go. It doesn’t matter until they pull you in. The air is more dense, thicker.
The wind is (blowing) a different way (than Friday), and you don’t have much track
time today. We didn’t have the right gear. We took some wing out this morning. We
didn’t have the right RPM. Being number three (in line), we just had to go. If we had
Mark’s (Dismore) position, we would have pulled the cowling back and changed the
gear.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (#9T Galles Racing Spinal Conquest): “It was a consistent run
all the way around. It was difficult because we didn’t test here. We’re happy with the
speed. We’re happy and hopeful we’ll start at the front. It has been trouble-free, so to
speak. We couldn’t find a good qualifying setup all week. I think we have a good race
car for Race Day.” (About changes to car from Friday): “We had to change it a lot.
Without a doubt, it’s the only race you qualify with four laps.”
HIDESHI MATSUDA (#54 BMB Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports): “I’m very happy. We
had the best driving today. I hope to win. My crew does a very good job every time. I
don’t worry on Race Day. I hope to win. Yesterday, we made a big change. Today
was very good. This is my dream, to win. I’ve always been thinking about this race
since five years ago. It’s a very special day. Now I can call my wife in Japan. I want
to share my feelings with everybody.”
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LYN ST. JAMES (#90 Garden Fresh Potatoes/Kroger): “I was flat out. It was the
best four laps I put together. I hope it holds. The air is real heavy, and we made
some changes. We put a lot of gamble in it. It is wonderful to be in the field and to be
at the top of your career.” (About women in racing): “There are women who can race
in this sport.” (About her car): “It is all that was there. We got everything there was.
The track changed. I was fighting to get the balance I wanted. It’s respectable.”
(About her veteran status at Indy): “My heart doesn’t beat as hard. The first and
probably second year, I felt my heart through my whole body.” (About the level
playing field in the Indy Racing League): “It is the most level playing field I’ve raced
in. This level of technology, there is some consistency out there. The depth of the
field, the chassis manufacturers, the engineers, the tire manufacturers and the rules
are built so those who have limited funds can make these cars go fast on limited
dollars.”
BUDDY LAZIER (#91 Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing): “It was
wide-open. I’m disappointed for my guys because they’ve been working so hard. I
ran it as hard as it would go. It’s a strange day. You’d think it would be cool and fast,
but it wasn’t. I’m baffled. It (weather) is changing by the minute. The air is real thick.
You need your spare car ready to go, because these are strange conditions. I’m
proud of my brother (Jaques), and his time is going to stick. My engineer has the car
set up just right, and I want to run it up front. Usually the thick air is good for the
engine. This is my 10th attempt at qualifying, and you never know what to expect.
We’ve been focusing on the race all week, and we have some more work to do.”
MARK DISMORE (#28T MCI WorldCom): “Starting in the first three rows, I’ll be
happy. Just to be ahead of the others, that’s fantastic. I never had any expectations
of doing 225. I thought the car could do 223. We thought the car was pretty
compatible for the conditions. The car was fantastic the first two laps and then picked
up an understeer. I was telling myself to chill out. The first two laps were all there
was, nothing left. It started to understeer at the end of the second lap. The fourth lap,
I had to backpedal in Turn 1. Starting in the first 11 rows, you can win it. I know I can
do it. I know I can race. I have the right horse under me. We just have to put our
heads together now. This place requires patience. I don’t think I had patience when I
first raced here. You don’t make things happen here. Hopefully that will pay off.”
TOM KELLEY (Team owner, #8 Sharp, #28 Dismore): (About the race): “We’ll do
what we did today. Work on the race setup. You can’t do that on Thursday (Coors
Carburetion Day). Hopefully our homework is done, and we’ll find out Sunday (Race
Day).”
KENNY BRACK (#14 A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing): “I’m very happy to be in the
race. We had a good, solid run. The car ran great. We’re in the show. We’re solid.”
(About Arie Luyendyk on the provisional pole): “That’s good for him. He’s an old
man. He needs to be up front.” (About qualifying): “I’m pretty satisfied. They were
kind of difficult conditions. Two guys crashed in front of me, and you kind of wonder
what’s going on. We (team owner A.J. Foyt and Brack) were talking about that. Be
careful on the first lap with a new set of tires. He (Foyt) was pretty cool about
everything. He’s been in the driver’s seat for so long that he knows how to look like a
star or how to look a fool.”
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TYCE CARLSON (#20 Bluegreen/Damon’s/Blueprint-Immke Racing): “I’m not as
happy as I would be if I were on the front row. But we’re starting the race, and that’s
all that matters. We’re in the Indy 500. And the good thing about today is everybody
that doesn’t qualify today has to start behind us. Last year, we crashed on Saturday
and didn’t make it. We’re glad to be racing with everybody. We’re very happy with
being in the Indy 500. I think we’ve shown that we can be competitive. You get the
taste, you know you can run up front. You want that every time you get in the car.”
JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR. (#42 pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara): (About qualifying):
“It was intense, with a capital I, and I was relieved, with a capital R, when it was
done. It seemed a bit surreal. But maybe that was good.” (About his final lap in
qualifying): “It was a great feeling on the back straight, and a great feeling to come
out of Turn 4 and just have to keep it straight. We’re just happy to get four laps in.
You just have to take what the day gives you. We’re just really excited.” (About his
father, a former Indy Racing competitor): “I think he’s on his way to the moon right
now.”
ROBBY UNSER (#81 PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey): “Speeds were down on the
straightaway. But it was a consistent run, and we’re there. These last four laps were
probably the hardest of the year. The good Lord, I’m sure, is going to have us a good
Sunday (Race Day). Indianapolis is a real special place, and the fans are real
special. They’re knowledgeable. They become a part of your life.” (About qualifying):
“Now I feel great. A lot more relieved now that we’ve qualified. Really, I just thank
God that I’m here. I love the Speedway, and I get tears in my eyes every time I come
here. I can’t say enough about how the Hulman-George family has been to me and
this track has been to me.” (About his entry into major-league racing): “The bottom
line is that the decision that Tony (George) has made (to form the Indy Racing
League) has allowed me to be here. I believe in our series.” (About Al Unser Jr.): “I
know how bad Little Al would want to be back here. I know what this place means to
him, to all of us. I don’t think this place is missing too much except for Little Al.”
JEFF WARD (#21 Pagan Racing/Dallara/Oldsmobile): “Everything went pretty well.
Exactly what we expected it to be. The car was consistent. I was flat out. I feel
frustrated to be down on horsepower. We need a little more horsepower. I wish it
was a little quicker. We know we’ve got a good race car. I can do the same with full
tanks.” (About the track): “I like fast tracks. Tracks you can go flat out on. But it’s a
thinking track, too. You’ve really got to be aware and realize who’s out there. It’s a
tough, long race, and you’ve got to keep on your toes. I’m real competitive. I train
real well, keep focused, drive to overcome. I just never give up, and I think that’s one
of the things that really helped me out.”
STEVE KNAPP (#35 Thermo Tech/Prolong/ISM Racing/G Force/Goodyear): (When
asked about an autograph on his driving suit): “That’s my Arie Luyendyk autograph.
It must have helped me because I’ve never run through Turn 1 flat out. I just put my
left foot over my right foot and did four laps. I’m just looking forward to the race
because the fuel load doesn’t affect the car much.” (About the qualifying run): “We
were pretty consistent. It gets us solid in the race. I don’t think it really matters where
you start here. Obviously, it’s nice to start up front. I’m just looking for another race
like last year because our qualifying setup is pretty much our race setup.”
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SAM SCHMIDT (#99 Unistar Auto Insurance): (Are you happy with your qualifying
run?): “Yes and no. There might have been a little left, but anytime you can qualify in
the first two rows, you have to be happy. We ran flat out for the four laps, and I
thought we could run 223-mph laps, but we didn’t quite make it. Overall, I thought it
was pretty solid and consistent. I knew we didn’t have enough to run for the pole, but
the team did a great job and we’re happy with it. The good thing is that what I
qualified with is darn near close to what I’m going to race with.”(About the
importance of being mentally prepared): “The second you’re not mentally sharp, it’ll
(the Speedway) bite you. The wind can be very tricky here as well.” (About the track
conditions): “I was kind of hoping for some more adverse (weather) conditions
because our car handles the same in all types of conditions.” (How similar is your
race car compared to Arie’s car?): “About as similar as me and Bruce (Martin,
journalist). I don’t mean that in a bad way. Fortunately, if he can keep that stuff in
one piece, I can run that car in Texas. It’s not that I’m looking over this race because
I’m not.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR (#4T Pennzoil Panther/G Force): “We had set the car for cool
and overcast and then, on cue, the sun came out as I pulled out of the pit box. The
run was consistent until the last lap, and then I got a big understeer in Turn 1. I still
have a good average. Actually, I’m very pleased. I wanted to have a shot at the pole,
but we had a soft spot in the middle of the week. We expected to be a little quicker,
but with the sun coming out, that hurt our average tremendously. I’ve had two good,
strong runs this year and hope to see our face on the Borg-Warner Trophy.”
JAQUES LAZIER (#15 Tivoli Hotel/G Force): “It’s something really. I can’t even put
into words how I feel right now. I’m still in awe. I’m overwhelmed right now. Looking
back, it was kind of scary. While I was on my run, I just kept thinking I have to take it
as smooth as I can. Being the first rookie of the day puts an extra pressure on you.
But it was an absolute blast out there. It was as smooth as could possibly be. This
morning we had a meeting to talk about what time we would stay with and decided
on 219. We’re real happy with the time and feel it will stand. Having two Lazier's out
on the track is something we’ve always dreamt about. When Buddy and I have
talked about qualifying, he’s always told me, ‘Don’t outqualify me.’ Really though, he
told me to just get comfortable with the racetrack.”
STAN WATTLES (#19 Metro Racing Systems/NCLD):”This has been an up-anddown week. We were prepared for today and actually, we did OK. The track
conditions were good, but it was pretty windy and the air was a little dense, so we
made a change before I went out. The first lap was awesome, then I had a little
understeer in (Turn) 2. The car got a little worse with each lap because of the
understeer, but I feel very good about the run. I think 220 is good for today and that it
will stand. This track is a real balancing act. You have to stay focused.”
JIMMY KITE (#30 TransWorld Racing/McCormack Motorsports): “The first lap was
good. On the second lap, I scared myself a little bit. The wind came in, and that
freaked me out because that’s what happened last year. Other than that, the car ran
flawless. Now we can go back to working on the 30th. The car handled today like it
has all week. I can breathe again. I’m tickled to death that this is over. Now I can go
up in the stands tomorrow and get me a seat and sit back and watch everybody else
go through what I went through last year. This is what we hoped would happen last
year. I’m just happy because I still got the same tires and A-arms and everything
else that I started out with. I feel like there’s a big weight been lifted off my shoulder.
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Everything has gone straight to plan. I can’t wait for the 30th. We’ve got a great race
setup. Will it be the best race setup? We won’t know ‘til next Sunday.”
WIM EYCKMANS (#52 EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara/Oldsmobile/Goodyear):
“It’s tough to get in four good laps. Mentally, it’s really hard. It’s a great feeling to
have qualified. I’m happy I can drive here for the team. I had a great run. We made
some changes to the back of the car this morning to make the car a little better. It
helped, I was happy with the balance of the car. Eddie’s experience has helped me
quite a lot. He told me to drive like I always do and do what you have to, to qualify.
That meant I had to go as fast as possible and do four consistent laps.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (#51T Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage
Group/Dallara): “We started off today with a slow time. The car was loose. I’m happy
with the 221.3 I have now. We’re in the show. It’s a very tension-filled qualifying.
We’ve been working hard with Infiniti, and we are getting there. We have a good
chance at defending the ‘500.’ I’m not at all worried about starting off in the middle of
th
the pack. We won last year from 17 place. It was a very difficult day. We were like a
dog chasing its tail. We have a much better team than last year, but we still have a
lot of work to do. The most important thing about the ‘500’ is to be in it. Every
possible scenario we are ready for, except for this one (weather).” (About smoke
trailing from rear of car after run): “The smoke came from the engine, and I knew we
were close to a failure. But it held on. Our time is not where it should have been. We
could have gotten another mile (per hour), maybe another mile and a half. This was
definitely my toughest day as a team owner. But when I’m out there in my car, it’s
turn left and go fast. Of all the open-wheel fans, Indianapolis (fans) know racing best.
There is so much more attention from the fans. It feels like a family, and I’ll try to win
another one for them. I think we win the ‘village idiot’ award by not taking the first
run. We ran (224) all week with that car. The weather slowed us up, and we decided
to wave it (first qualification attempt).” (About Infiniti engine): “I have not done
enough running in the engine. I have not run 500 miles with the engine.”
ROBBY McGEHEE (#55 Energizer Advanced Formula): “It feels pretty good, but I’m
not too happy. It wasn’t as good as we wanted it to be. I experienced the changing
weather, but the crew decided we should go out, and I did. Racing the Indy 500 is a
real dream come true. The car was a little loose in (turns) 1 and 2 because the track
is a little greasy. This place kind of confuses me. It’s pretty tough. You always learn
something new here. The car actually felt good all the way around, but I expected a
better speed. It would be nice to have a backup car and run the speeds we want to
run.”
BILLY BOAT (#11T A.J. Foyt Racing): “I knew we had the speed. I knew we had a
good race car. The start of the run, the car was a little bit loose, so I was trying to
keep on top of the car. Laps two and three, the car was perfect. Right there at the
end, we had sort of a push. I’m just glad I put it on the front row for the team.” (About
having such a roller coaster day?): “It’s been a tough week, not just a tough day. I’m
glad this week is over. It (the crashes) progressively got easier. It takes a little bit to
get back, but the guys did a great job of putting the car back this morning. We knew
we had speed, we just had to put it all together. This is a tough place. I haven’t
appreciated this place more than I do now. I don’t think you can appreciate this place
until you struggle.” (About going through the struggles of three accidents): “I don’t
like to crash. I hate to crash. It costs the car owner money, and you take a chance of
busting your own behind. Once you get behind, it’s tough to catch up. I’ve never had
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to come back from something like this before. After three incidents, you have to look
at yourself in the mirror and ask yourself, ‘What’s going on here?’ They (the team)
said, ‘Don’t worry about it. We’ll put the car back together and go get ‘em.’” (After this
morning’s accident): “After this morning, I was really dejected … you just have to
pick your chin up and go out and do it again.” (About what went on in the team
garage): “Never once did he (A.J. Foyt) say anything negative to me. He’s been
there. I’m very fortunate that he believes in me.”
A.J. FOYT (Owner, #11 Boat, #14 Brack): (About Billy Boat’s qualification run): “It
started off rough this week. Both cars are in the show. Billy works hard and listens to
me. Billy is a great race car driver. It’s been a tough week. We are one big family -that’s what makes a winning combination.”
ROBBY GORDON (#32 Glidden/Menards): “We lost a motor this morning. It put us
behind the 8-ball pretty severely. We weren’t going to be happy with that. It’s
important for us to do well. We’re happy to be in the show. We’re very fortunate to be
associated with John Menard and Team Menard. Greg Ray obviously did a good job
in setting up the car, and I could get in and just flat-foot it. I think I did a total of seven
flying laps in that car, and that includes qualifying. I think our chances of winning the
Indy 500 just went up extremely. If I could do another 10 (laps), then I think we’ll be
good to go.” (About Team Menard): “They’re extremely competitive, and I’m glad to
step in a car like that.” (About CART and the Indy Racing League): “I think both
series are growing. I do have to say this: There’s not enough room for both of them.
They have to get back together. It would be great to see 100 cars trying to qualify for
the ‘500.’”
SCOTT HARRINGTON (#66 CertainTeed Building Products): “I just can’t figure out
what’s up with our luck here at Indy. Our first lap out (last) Saturday, we blew an
engine. And we crashed on Monday. We drove the wheels off the car, and for right
now, we’re here. I’m not sure how well that time is going to hold up.”
ROBERTO MORENO (#33 Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros.): “I’m very happy,
indeed. We had trouble this morning. We were running at 211 mph. But we’ve
worked real hard. Our engine has 300 miles on it. We don’t have a qualifying engine
like most teams. But it is our best engine, and we used it. Tonight, we need the
relaxation. All of this cannot happen without Warner Brothers. I’d like to thank them
and all of my crew for all they have done. They have been very consistent, and I
think we made the cut by going back to basics.”
ARIE LUYENDYK (#5 Sprint PCS/Meijer): (At the PPG Pole Award presentation):
“It’s certainly an honor to have another pole award. It’s going to be my last, so I’m
really going to savor this. It’s quite a technical sport we have here, but it still takes
good people, so I want to thank my guys for giving me this opportunity. I appreciate
the support of the fans all these years. The Indy 500 wouldn’t be the great race that it
is without these fans.”
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BUZZ CALKINS (#12 Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat): “Those four laps were the
quickest we’ve run by 1 mph all month. It’s too bad we’re in the position we’re in, but
we’re pretty pleased with it. This week has been very frustrating. It shouldn’t have
been, but we did what we had to do. I don’t think people realize how difficult this
really is. The difficulty is with the little things. That’s where you can get caught. This
week I’m going back up to school (Northwestern MBA program) and then go play in
some golf tournaments.”
ROBERTO GUERRERO (#50 Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti): “I’m glad it’s over. I feel
like a rookie. Each year you have to do something a little different, but to go through
this is not good. I didn’t enjoy it. In the 15 years that I’ve been coming here, I’ve
never had it where I wasn’t fast enough. We made a couple of mistakes on the setup
this morning. It’s been a little bit of a roller coaster. The race will be a different story.
Our strategy will be to bring it home.”
DONNIE BEECHLER (#98 Cahill Racing/Firestone/Oldsmobile/Dallara): “We came
out this morning and thought we had everything covered. I did 218, and I was flat
out. We needed to free the car up. I think our car is ready for Race Day. Last year
was my rookie year. We came here this year with greater expectations. We are a
really low-buck team. We don’t have a major sponsor. When these guys do
something for me, it is coming from down in and not waiting for a paycheck, and to
put it in the show a second year. We were out there today, and all I could muster is a
218 flat out. We made major changes. We were really searching last night, and it
worked. We were struggling all month. We were here for the Open Test and a private
test. We pulled out all the stops and stiffened everything up. We even went to an
option tire from Firestone, a harder compound for speed in the turns. I thought if we
could run four 220’s I’d be happy. I did a 221.” (About Race Day setup): “We’ve been
nailed all month, and I think that’s our race setup. I don’t think we will change much.”
JERET SCHROEDER (#96 Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone):
“I’m really ecstatic that I did make it. Earlier today, I waved off my first run. We
misjudged the wind. Later, we made a small wing change and picked another gear,
and we made it. The headwind down the back straightaway slowed us down quite a
bit.”
PPG POLE WINNER’S PRESS CONFERENCE:
ARIE LUYENDYK (#5T Sprint PCS/Meijer): (How did you feel watching Greg Ray’s
qualifying attempt?) “I was a lot more nervous watching him than going through my
own run, I’ll tell you that. I was pretty calm during my own run, but I was very nervous
watching him. I was actually a little surprised (that he didn’t get the pole). I could tell
he was getting a little slower because it looked like he was getting loose in the turns.
It was a great effort on his part, but we came here to win, so we’re glad he came up
a little short.” (About winning the pole): “It all comes down to people. The whole
package of guys – there’s a great chemistry. They really made me look good today.”
(Compare the experiences with each pole position you’ve won here): “This one was
really close. My first pole, I almost felt bad about knocking Mario (Andretti) off the
pole. The thrill is always there, but today was even more of a thrill because of the
ways the fans reacted. When I came around, everybody was waving, cheering and
waving the towels. It was a great feeling.”(What are you really going to miss and not
miss about Indy?): “What I will really miss is the sheer pleasure of driving here or any
race. Getting the most out of the car or the ultimate out of the car. I’ll miss the
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ARIE LUYENDYK (cont.) competition - the race the most. Getting the green flag
and starting the race, I’ll miss. Maybe now I can stay up late and have a drink or two.
What I won’t miss is hitting the wall.” (Did you feel that you could possibly win the
pole?): “Even before qualifying I felt we were going to be competitive in the race. I’m
ecstatic about being on the pole. I would have been happy just being on the front
row.” (About the importance of the team vs. the individual): “Well, I think you’re only
as good as your team is … like I said before, when I came to Indianapolis there was
something that just clicked. There was a connection. I can’t explain what it is.”

98

LUYENDYK CAPTURES “FINAL” POLE FOR INDIANAPOLIS 500
INDIANAPOLIS, May 22, 1999 – Arie Luyendyk won the PPG Pole Award
rd
for the 83 Indianapolis 500 on Saturday, ending his final Pole Day with a four-lap
average speed of 225.179 mph in the Sprint PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone.
Luyendyk held off Greg Ray, just behind at 225.073 in the Glidden/Menards
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone. Billy Boat overcame an early-day crash to fill out the front
row at 223.469 in the A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Ray and Boat are
starting on the front row for the second consecutive year.
“I was a lot more nervous watching him than going through my own run, I’ll
tell you that,” Luyendyk said of Ray. “I was actually a little surprised (that he didn’t
get the pole). It was a great effort on his part, but we came here to win. So we’re
glad he came up a little short.”
Luyendyk earned the third PPG Pole in his Indianapolis 500 career, which
is ending this year with his 15th career start. He also won the pole in 1993 and 1997.
“It just shows this whole racetrack and the Indianapolis 500 is all about the
fans and the people that make it happen,” Luyendyk said. “ I will always remember
this day. It could only be topped by coming in when everybody’s cheering when
coming into Victory Lane.”
Thirty-three cars qualified Saturday, an event record for first-day qualifiers,
even though qualifications started 64 minutes late due to wet track conditions. The
previous record was 28, in 1984 and 1985. A first-day record 49 qualification
attempts were made in humid, overcast conditions.
Bubble Day, the final day of qualifying, starts at 1 p.m. (EDT). Race Day is
May 30.
Luyendyk’s four-lap average was the fastest qualifying average ever by a
normally aspirated Indy Racing League car at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The
previous best was 223.503 by Boat in 1998.
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear earned the ninth starting
position at 222.387 in the backup Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
th
Defending race champion Eddie Cheever Jr. qualified 16 at 221.315 in the
backup Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group Dallara/Infiniti/Goodyear. It
was his third qualifying attempt of the day.
th
Previous Indy Racing League champion Tony Stewart qualified 24 at
220.653 at 12:11 p.m. before immediately flying to Charlotte, N.C. for his NASCAR
Winston Cup commitments.
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Entry updates:
•Team Menard has switched its #32 chassis to the #2T for Greg Ray. The
original #2T is now #32.
•The #23 Team Gordon Inc. chassis is now the #15T fielded by DR/Lazier
Racing for rookie Jaques Lazier.
•The #51 Team Cheever chassis is now the #52T for Team Cheever rookie
Wim Eyckmans. The #52T will use an Aurora engine.
•The #12T Bradley Motorsports chassis is now the #66T for Harrington
Motorsports and driver Scott Harrington.
***
MORNING PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 10:19 a.m., the air temperature was 71 degrees with a relative humidity
of 76 percent and southwest winds at 10 mph. At 10 a.m., the track temperature was
92 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 225.643 mph, Arie
Luyendyk and Greg Ray, Saturday, May 22.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 227.192, #2T
Greg Ray, Thursday, May 20.
***
10 a.m. – GREEN. #10 Andy Michner first car on track.
10:27 a.m. -- #91T B. Lazier fastest at 222.701.
10:36 a.m. -- #22T Stewart on track for first time today.
10:40 a.m. -- #2T Ray fastest at 222.750.
10:41 a.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
10:50 a.m. – GREEN.
10:55 a.m. – YELLOW. Smoke pours from rear of #90T St. James in Turn
4. Car does half-spin backward, does another half-spin forward and hits outside
retaining wall with right side of car. Car stops in the middle of the track at the start of
the front straightaway. Moderate damage to right side of car. St. James climbed from
car without assistance. The #90T was the #81T chassis entered for St. James’ Team
Pelfrey teammate, Robby Unser.
***
11:10 a.m. medical update from Speedway Medical Director Dr. Henry
Bock: #90T Lyn St. James was evaluated in the Clarian Emergency Medical Center,
released without injury and cleared to drive.
LYN ST. JAMES: “The engine blew. There is nothing you can do. It’s
hugely disappointing. I wrecked the car that I was going to use if I got bumped.
Ultimately, I did what no driver wants to do, and that’s crash. I have no idea what my
plans are. It’s too early to say.”
***
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MORNING PRACTICE RUNNING (cont.):
11:19 a.m. – GREEN.
11:22 a.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice.
***
Top Five of Practice:
1. #2T Ray 222.750 mph
2. #91T B. Lazier 222.701
3. #3T Boesel 222.662
4. #44T Buhl 221.653
5. #22T Stewart 221.065
***
The Indy Racing League World Wide Web site, www.indyracingleague.com, and the
official Indianapolis 500 World Wide Web site, www.indy500.com, combined to
attract nearly 1 million total hits Saturday.
***
Entry update:
•The #66 Harrington Motorsports entry now is using an Aurora engine.
***
Tyce Carlson will sport Pennzoil colors and decals on his #20
Bluegreen/Damon’s/Blueprint-Immke Racing Dallara/Aurora/Firestone during the
Indianapolis 500 as part of a partnership announced this morning by Pennzoil
Panther Racing.
Pennzoil Panther rookie Dave Steele was not cleared to drive after suffering
back strain and a mild concussion in a crash Wednesday in the #43 Pennzoil
Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear. Pennzoil Panther will field its regular driver, Scott
Goodyear, in the Indianapolis 500.
JOHN BARNES (Co-owner, Pennzoil Panther Racing): “We welcome
Tyce and his team to the Panther Pack. We’ve been watching Dave Steele’s
physical progress since Wednesday’s incident, and by Friday afternoon it was pretty
evident he wouldn’t be able to race in this year’s Indy 500.”
JIM IMMKE (Owner, Blueprint-Immke Racing): “When running the Indy
500, the mantra is to expect anything. We certainly didn’t anticipate this on day one
of practice but are excited about this opportunity and the possibilities that lie ahead.
Combining of teams is going to put the strength needed to win behind Tyce. We’re
hoping for great things on Race Day.”
***
Students from the Worthmore Academy and Dyslexia Institute of Indiana
will visit the garage of Metro Racing Systems driver Stan Wattles on Tuesday
afternoon.
The visit is part of Wattles’ work with the National Center for Learning
Disabilities, which increases public awareness of learning disabilities. Wattles
overcame dyslexia, dysgraphia and perception difficulties as a child and encourages
youngsters encountering the same difficulties.
***
BUBBLE DAY QUALIFICATIONS:
At 12:02 p.m., the temperature was 72 degrees, with 73 percent relative
humidity and southwest winds at 10 mph. At 12:15 p.m., the track temperature was
102 degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
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DAY 9 -- SUNDAY, MAY 23, 1999 -- BUBBLE DAY (cont.):
Noon

#3T
QA - 50

RAUL BOESEL/Curitiba, Brazil
Brant Racing R&S MKV - R/A/G
1 – 40.665 – 221.321
2 – 40.821 – 220.475
3 – 41.002 – 219.501
4 – 41.073 – 219.122
T 2:43.561 – 220.101

Q – 34

Bumps #90 Lyn St. James.
12:05 p.m.

#92

QA - 51

JOHNNY UNSER/Hailey, Idaho
Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet D/A/G
1 – 40.657 – 221.364
2 – 40.593 – 221.713
3 – 40.706 – 221.098
4 – 40.795 – 220.615
T 2:42.751 – 221.197

Q – 35

Bumps #15 Jaques Lazier.
12:10 p.m.

#44T

QA - 52

ROBBIE BUHL/Indianapolis
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Purex/Dallara/Infiniti - D/I/F

1 – Smoke visible from rear of car in
UA-1
short chute between Turns 3 and 4.
Buhl pulled car into pits.
***
12:25 p.m. garage report: The Dreyer & Reinbold/Sinden Racing Service
team was working feverishly to install a new engine into the #44T Dreyer & Reinbold
Racing/Purex/Dallara/Infiniti Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone driven by Robbie Buhl.
***
12:28 p.m. – GREEN to start practice session.
***
12:55 p.m. garage report: A.J. Foyt Enterprises team, including driver Billy
Boat, working feverishly to build car for #44 Robbie Buhl. Driver Mike Borkowski also
being fitted into #22T car fielded by Tri Star Motorsports for Tony Stewart.
***
12:58 p.m. entry update:
•#92T Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear owned by Hemelgarn Racing Inc. is now
#90T Garden Fresh Potatoes/Kroger entry for driver Lyn St. James.
1:03 p.m. – YELLOW. Track inspection.
1:12 p.m. – GREEN.
***
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DAY 9 -- SUNDAY, MAY 23, 1999 -- BUBBLE DAY (cont.):
1:12 p.m.

#17

QA - 53

JACK MILLER/Carmel, Ind.
Dean’s Milk Chug - D/A/G
1 – 40.566 – 221.861
2 – 40.514 – 222.145
3 – 40.784 – 220.675
4 – 41.567 – 216.518
T 2:43.431 – 220.276

Q – 36

Bumps #7 Stephan Gregoire.
1:19 p.m.

#10

ANDY MICHNER/Ann Arbor, Mich.
Jonathan Byrd’s Cafeteria/VisionAire - G/A/F

Spun in Turn 2 on warmup lap, no contact.
***
1:21 p.m. – YELLOW. #10 Andy Michner wiggled in Turn 2 on warmup lap,
did half-spin counterclockwise while exiting Turn 2, did a three-quarter spin
clockwise and then a quarter-spin counterclockwise to straighten car, which stopped
on the rear straightaway. No contact. Michner climbed from car without assistance.
***
1:28 p.m. – GREEN to start practice session.
1:34 p.m. – Buhl on track in #14T
As of 1:45 p.m., the temperature was 74 degrees with 66 percent relative
humidity and southwest winds at 16 mph.
1:48 p.m. entry update:
•#14T Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear owned by A.J. Foyt Enterprises is now #84
A.J. Foyt Racing entry for driver Robbie Buhl. Car passed technical inspection.
Number taped on sides of car with black electrical tape.
***
1:48 p.m.
#46
MIKE GROFF/Pasadena, Calif.
LINC CAPITAL/MI-JACK/Dallara - D/A/F
QA - 54

1 – 40.636 – 221.478
2 – 40.713 – 221.060
3 – 41.135 – 218.792
4 – 41.103 – 218.962
T 2:43.587 – 220.066

Q – 37

Bumps #66 Scott Harrington.
1:53 p.m.

#10

QA - 55

ANDY MICHNER/Ann Arbor, Mich.
Jonathan Byrd’s Cafeteria/VisionAire - G/A/F

1 – 41.230 – 218.288
2 – 41.154 – 218.691
3 – waved off
***
1:57 p.m. – Trackside observers report light sprinkles.
***

UA – 1
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DAY 9 -- SUNDAY, MAY 23, 1999 -- BUBBLE DAY (cont.):
1:58 p.m.

#84

QA - 56

ROBBIE BUHL/Indianapolis
A.J. Foyt Racing - D/A/G
1 – 40.934 – 219.866
2 – 40.820 – 220.480
3 – 40.891 – 220.097
4 – 40.906 – 220.017
T 2:43.551 – 220.115

Q – 38

Bumps #46 Mike Groff.
***
2 p.m. – Light rain reported on course.
2:03 p.m. -- #84 Buhl finishes four-lap qualification run.
2:03 p.m. – YELLOW. Heavier rain on course.
4:30 p.m. – Track closed due to rain, according to Brian Barnhart, director
rd
of racing operations for the Indy Racing League. The field for the 83 Indianapolis
500 is set.
***
There were 56 qualifying attempts (49 Saturday, seven today) by 44 cars.
Two cars made three attempts; eight cars made two attempts and 34 cars made one
attempt. Thirty-eight cars completed qualifying runs, with five cars bumped. Field
average for 33 cars: 221.558 mph. Last year’s field average: 218.305.
***
There were six yellow flags for one hour, three minutes, not including the
rain delay that started at 2:03 p.m.
***
Of the seven attempts today, five of the cars made the field, one was waved
off and one was aborted due to an engine malfunction.
***
LEAGUE NOTES:
•Greg Ray has started either first or second in all three Indy Racing League
events this season.
•Wim Eyckmans and Robby McGehee will make their first Indy Racing
League start in this event.
***
The next day of track activity is Coors Carburetion Day, Thursday May 27.
rd
The final practice before the 83 Indianapolis 500 will take place from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
***
The last time that a Jonathan Byrd-owned entry did not qualify for the
Indianapolis 500 was 1990, when the late Rich Vogler failed to qualify in the
Jonathan Byrd’s Cafeteria/Arciero Racing entry.
***
FIELD HISTORICAL NOTES:
•Arie Luyendyk is trying to become the first driver since Graham Hill in 1966
to win the Indianapolis 500 in his only official Indy Racing start of the year.
•At age 45, pole sitter Arie Luyendyk is the oldest driver in the field. The last
time that the oldest driver sat on the pole was 1981, when 47-year-old Bobby Unser
started first. Unser won that year, the last time the oldest driver in the field has won
the race. That was Unser’s third win at Indianapolis; Luyendyk is aiming for his third
Indianapolis 500 victory this year.
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DAY 9 -- SUNDAY, MAY 23, 1999 -- BUBBLE DAY (cont.):
•The last time that Dick Simon was not associated with one of the 33
starters in the Indianapolis 500 as either a driver, owner or mechanic was 1982. The
car owned by Simon and driven by Stephan Gregoire this year failed to qualify.
***
FIELD STATISTICS:
1999 Field
Record (year)
Former lap leaders in field 15
19 (1987)
Previous laps led among
644
3,658 (1992)
former lap leaders in field
Former winners in the
3 (Luyendyk, Cheever, B.
10 (1992)
field
Lazier)
Previous victories by
4
20 (1992)
former winners in the field
Rookies in field
4 (Eyckmans,
19 (Most, 1919)*
Hollansworth, McGehee,
1 (Fewest, 1939, 1979)
Schroeder)
Oldest driver in field
Arie Luyendyk, 45
A.J. Foyt Jr., 57 (1992)
Youngest driver in field
Jimmy Kite, 23
Josele Garza, 19 years,
70 days on Race Day
(1981)
Most previous
Arie Luyendyk and
A.J. Foyt Jr., 34 (1992)
th
Indianapolis starts in field
Roberto Guerrero, 14
(1992 race was Foyt’s 35
and final start.)
(Race will be their 15th
career start.)
Total previous starts in
112
260 (1987, 1992)
field
Fastest rookie qualifier in
John Hollansworth Jr.,
Tony Stewart, 233.100
field
221.698 mph
mph (1996)
* -- Excluding inaugural Indianapolis 500 in 1911.
***
Robby Gordon supported the Armed Forces on Pole Day by placing an
“Army” insignia on the engine cover of his car.
ROBBY GORDON: “This is our way of saying thanks to the Army and all of
the Armed Forces for what they are doing for us in outposts all over the world.”
***
POST QUALIFYING QUOTES
ROBBIE BUHL (#84 A.J. Foyt Racing): (How did this collaboration with A.J. come
about?) “Basically, when we took the car back (after the engine blew) and started
busting it apart, we figured with the weather, ‘This isn’t gonna work.’ So, we kind of
scattered around to see what other people had. Somebody talked to A.J. So, I went
to see him and it was a pretty casual conversation. A.J. was kind enough to say,
‘Hey, I’ve got two cars. See which one works best for you.’ Our two teams pulled
together and made a couple calls that were right. I think we timed it just right.” (What
do you think if it keeps raining?): “That wouldn’t break my heart.” (Can you describe
the emotions you were going through today?): “The biggest emotion I feel is that I’m
still angry and mad at myself for what I did yesterday. I was probably too confident
when I took it out yesterday. The car was good, and I felt very comfortable in it. I
should have known better. I’m still mad at myself for the stupidness I pulled off
yesterday. I don’t think you can understand how bad you feel as a driver when you
do what I did. I mean, the guys were up until 5 in the morning putting a motor in the
backup car, just in case.” (Were you thinking about the wall when you were on your
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DAY 9 -- SUNDAY, MAY 23, 1999 -- BUBBLE DAY (cont.):
qualifying run?): “No, when you’re driving the car out there, that’s not what you’re
thinking about. I didn’t have much choice. If you don’t have that confidence, it’s not
going to work. It’s tough. Unfortunately, I’ve gotten into the wall twice. With each lap
in A.J.’s car, the more confident I became and the more I asked of the car. We’d
come in and change the bar a bit and just try to make it work. It’s probably a good
thing we didn’t have a radio in the car.” (Your run is reminiscent of the days when
some guys would specialize in coming out at 10 ‘til 6 and qualify a car): “I don’t want
to do that, and the next 10 years to make a living. You know, we said, ‘This isn’t
perfect, but we don’t have time to screw around.’ I mean, this is the Indy 500. We
just went out and ran what we could. It was what it was and we had to deal with it.
They buckled me into the car back there (in the garage area). I thought they were
just fitting me. We went to the line, talked for a minute, shook hands and said, ‘Let’s
do what we can here.’ I had a good race car. I had one all week. I made a mistake
yesterday in Turn 1 and wound up in the fence. Today, what I had to do was look in
A.J.’s eyes, and he looked in mine. I didn’t have much choice. But he had the
confidence in me. We’ll have to do some work with our sponsors to keep this going
and hopefully make it to Texas. Never again do I want to come out at 10 to 6 to
qualify.” (About his comfort level in car): “My head was buffeting around a little bit.
But hey, this is the ‘500.’ You don’t want to get out there with 10 minutes to go. It’s a
big mental game out here.” (About rain during his run): “I saw little beads coming (on
visor), but I really didn’t think about it. But there wasn’t anyone in front of me
(spraying rain on the visor).” (About his first week): “I wouldn’t say the last couple of
days that things are coming around. But it feels pretty good. We’ve been working
hard since Orlando. The day before qualifying, my guys were up ‘til 5 a.m., putting an
engine in my backup car. And then I made a mistake yesterday. After I did that, all I
could think about was getting back in the car and shaking it down.” (About engine
failure today): “When the engine blew, I kept the car straight. And it actually kept me
out of the wall.”
A.J. FOYT: (How did the collaboration with Buhl come about?): “We came here with
six cars. I told him we had two available. He jumped in both cars. I said, ‘Which one’s
pedals fit you best, take it.’ The car that he qualified was out earlier, and I think it did
a 224.2.” (How did you decide when to pull into the tech line?): “They said the rain
was about 10 or 15 minutes away, and I said to Robbie, “Are you comfortable?’ And
he said, ‘Yeah, let’s go for it.’ And then, I saw there were two or three cars in line.
Then we saw the raindrops on pit road. I don’t want to put anyone in my car to do a
banzai run. I would never put anyone in a car if they weren’t comfortable.” (Tell us a
little about why you offered to help Buhl?): “It’s like old times. It’s like open-wheel
racing used to be. Money doesn’t call the shots here. You can have money or not
have money here. This is giving guys a chance to show their abilities. The parts I can
get, the smaller teams can get. That’s what I love about racing – this is the way it
should be. Racing is my livelihood. When Billy Boat got hurt, Robbie helped us out. If
they help you out, you turn around and help them out. That’s what makes the IRL
great. I’m really seeing progress from when one person has a lot of sponsorship and
someone who doesn’t can be real competitive.” (About Buhl’s crash earlier this
week): “I didn’t discuss the crash with Robbie because I felt he had a lot of
confidence. I told them we’d do something for them and have some fun.”
DICK SIMON (Owner, #7 Gregoire): “Our backup car had gone 221. But we could
only get 220’s and 219 out of it this morning. We came back in here (garage) and
made adjustments. We had the car in line, and we were ready to go. If the good Lord
lets it rain all day, we did the best we could. But we are ready to go.”
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RAUL BOESEL (#3T Brant Racing R&S MKV): “I’m relieved in one way, but I’m still
worried. Yesterday I prayed the weather would hold up and we’d have a chance to
qualify. Today my praying has changed…now that I got in, I hope it rains…soon!
Your objective is different when you’re trying to get into the field than when you’re
making a run for the pole. The run could have been better. The drop in speed was
more than what I expected. But we have just started to develop the setup. We need
more time to make changes. This has been different for us in another way too
because we can’t exchange information with other teams because our car is a one of
a kind car. I’m proud to drive it (Riley & Scott chassis). It’s a Hoosier car. It was built
just two blocks from here.”
ANDY MICHNER (#10 Jonathan Byrd’s Cafeteria/VisionAire): (About the weather):
“It’s all or nothing. We’re going to have to sit for another year. I can’t say enough
about everyone on this crew. We were put in an unfortunate situation. I hate it for
John Paul and this team. But if it dries, we’re going to get it. Everybody uses this
phrase: ‘That’s racing.’ But I hate it.”
MIKE GROFF (#46 LINC CAPITAL/MI-JACK/Dallara): (About being bumped): “It
happens to a lot of people. It was just difficult, and we just didn’t make it. We just
missed it.” (Are you disappointed?): “I don’t want to sound like a smart aleck, but
what do you think? It’s not easy.”
JAQUES LAZIER (#15 Tivoli Hotel/G Force): (About being bumped): “I feel very
well, actually. We have a strong car and a strong team. If the weather breaks, the
track should be good and fast. You can’t go wrong with Mitch Davis. If the weather
doesn’t break, we’ll get ready for Texas and keep on going.”
LYN ST. JAMES (#90 Garden Fresh Potatoes/Kroger): “I just really appreciate the
huge effort that three teams put to get us in the field. The two Pelfrey teams and
Hemelgarn.”
SCOTT HARRINGTON (#66 CertainTeed Building Products): (About being
bumped): “We were extremely disappointed, but we were ready to go again. I can’t
believe this. The team did a fine job. But no one can control the rain. I really
appreciate Valley Motorsports for the help this morning. We’re disappointed, but no
one can control the weather.”
JOHNNY UNSER (#92 Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet): “I’m
real happy. We’ve been struggling, and early this week we went in the fence. This
morning, we made some changes, and Hemelgarn Racing just did an incredible job.
And it (speed) was there. We’ve been really close all week. We’ve been in and out,
and the crash really set us back. Right now, I’m hoping the time sticks. It’s definitely
been the toughest Indy 500 so far. Some things we can account for, some things we
can’t. But it’s been the best car we’ve had all week. And right now, I wish the
thunderstorms would come (laughter). Last year I was on the bubble, and this year
it’s going to be close.”
JACK MILLER (#17 Dean’s Milk Chug): (About fourth qualifying lap): “I came out of
Turn 2, and the car was loose. So I had to get off the throttle. It knocked down my
straightaway speed going into Turn 3. It’s a shame to run a 222 on the second lap
and a 216 on the last lap. Right now, we’ll take it. Tony (Stewart), as a car owner,
has been real good. He provides me with a lot of confidence.”
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DICK SIMON (Owner, #7 Gregoire): “We came here a little short-handed with
people, and the parts got here late for our backup car. But we are not out of
business. With Stephan, I’m sure we will sit the pole, or at least the front row, at
Texas. I’m going to say I’m sorry to Stephan. I should have waved the flag. I’m
heartbroken. The consequences of not making the race depends on our sponsors.
This is not going to effect us in any way. It will make us stronger. I can’t tell you what
this is going to mean to us financially. All I can say was I thought we were up to
speed, and we weren’t.”
STEPHAN GREGOIRE (#7 Mexmil/Tokheim/G Force): “It’s a big shame for me and
the team, not to be racing. We were shooting for the first row, second at worst. It’s
going to take some time (to get over it).”
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BUHL BEATS RAIN TO QUALIFY; FIELD SET
INDIANAPOLIS, May 23, 1999 – Robbie Buhl put a dramatic end to Bubble
rd
Day qualifications for the 83 Indianapolis 500 on Sunday, putting the #84 A.J. Foyt
Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear in the field on the final attempt of the day before
heavy rain showers washed out further track activity.
Buhl finished his attempt at 2:03 p.m. (EST) with a four-lap average speed
nd
of 221.197 mph – good for the 32 spot in the 33-car field -- as light rain fell. Heavy
rain then started, and no cars made any attempts before the track was closed and
field was set at 4:30 p.m.
Coors Carburetion Day – the final practice before the race – is Thursday,
May 27. Race Day is Sunday, May 30.
The final attempt ended a weekend of hectic activity for Buhl. He crashed
during the warmup lap on his first qualification attempt Saturday in the #44 Dreyer &
Reinbold/Purex/Dallara/Infiniti Dallara/Infiniti/Firestone. Then in his first attempt
today, at 12:10 p.m., the engine expired in his backup car.
So Buhl and four-time Indianapolis 500 winner A.J. Foyt made a last-minute
deal. Buhl climbed into Foyt’s #84 entry, feverishly cobbled together from parts from
the #11 and #14T entries of regular Foyt drivers Billy Boat and Kenny Brack, before
the rain arrived.
“I had a good race car,” Buhl said of his Dreyer & Reinbold entry. “I had one
all week. I made a mistake yesterday in Turn 1 and wound up in the fence. Today,
what I had to do was look in A.J.’s eyes, and he looked in mine. I didn’t have much of
a choice. But he had confidence in me.”
Three drivers besides Buhl qualified for the Greatest Spectacle in Racing
th
on Bubble Day: Johnny Unser, Dr. Jack Miller and Raul Boesel. Unser will start 30
after recording a four-lap qualifying average of 221.197 in the #92 TaeBo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear.
Miller will start 31st after posting a four-lap qualifying average of 220.276 in
the Dean’s Milk Chug Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Boesel was the first qualifier Sunday
and bumped Lyn St. James with a four-lap qualifying average of 220.101 in the
rd
backup Brant Racing/R&S/MKV Riley & Scott/Aurora/Goodyear. He will start 33 .
Despite only seven qualifying attempts, St. James, Jaques Lazier, Stephan
Gregoire, Mike Groff and Scott Harrington were bumped from the field.
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1999 QUALIFICATION ATTEMPTS - CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY
Saturday, May 22, 1999 -- Pole Day
QA Time Car Driver
Lap-1
Lap-2
Lap-3
Lap-4
Average SP
1 12:04 51 Eddie Cheever Jr.
220.902 221.598 221.784 waved off
2 12:11 22 Tony Stewart
220.399 220.696 220.653 220.864 220.653 24
3 12:15
8 Scott Sharp
222.612 223.192 222.971 222.31 222.771 6
4 12:21 15 Jaques Lazier
219.609 219.373 218.659 219.021 219.165
5 12:26 90 Lyn St. James
219.213 219.619 218.489 218.563 218.97
6 12:30 54 Hideshi Matsuda
222.442 222.134 222.041 221.642 222.065 10
7 12:35 42 John Hollansworth Jr. 220.669 221.631 222.074 222.425 221.698 12
8 12:40 17 Jack Miller
220.157 219.651 waved off
9 12:44 91 Buddy Lazier
220.372 221.108 220.848 220.556 220.721 22
12:50 11T Billy Boat
spun in Turn 2 on warm up lap
10 12:59 46 Mike Groff
218.441 218.118 waved off
1:03 44 Robbie Buhl
spun in Turn 1 on warm up lap
11 1:17 14 Kenny Brack
222.294 223.336 222.651 222.359 222.659 8
12 1:22 52 Wim Eyckmans
219.464 220.2
220.388 220.318 220.092 29
13 1:27 33 Roberto Moreno
211.864 waved off
14 1:31
5 Arie Luyendyk
224.854 225.643 225.158 225.062 225.179 1
15 1:36 9T Davey Hamilton
221.904 221.893 221.839 221.828 221.866 11
16 1:41 3T Raul Boesel
217.323 217.586 waved off
17 1:45 50 Roberto Guerrero
219.234 218.378 218.654 waved off
18 1:50
6 Eliseo Salazar
220.648 221.675 221.588 221.152 221.265 18
19 1:55 19 Stan Wattles
222.316 221
220.351 219.684 220.833 20
20 1:59 20 Tyce Carlson
222.48
222.618 219.796 220.421 221.322 15
21 2:05 23T Robby Gordon
218.813 219.309 waved off
22 2:09 96 Jeret Schroeder
218.468 219.288 219.469 waved off
23 2:13 28T Mark Dismore
223.608 223.58
222.827 221.844 222.963 5
24 2:19 12 Buzz Calkins
218.288 219.053 217.628 waved off
25 2:24
7 Stephan Gregoire
220.648 220.919 218.505 217.654 219.423
26 2:29 4T Scott Goodyear
222.657 222.811 222.601 221.484 222.387 9
27 2:33 21 Jeff Ward
221.342 221.506 221.315 221.288 221.363 14
28 2:39 66 Scott Harrington
218.861 218.999 219.218 waved off
29 2:43
2 Greg Ray
225.643 225.175 225.039 224.439 225.073 2
30 2:47 51T Eddie Cheever Jr.
221.506 221.511 waved off
31 2:51 99 Sam Schmidt
222.761 222.745 222.811 222.618 222.734 7
32 2:57 31 Nick Firestone
217.46
waved off
33 3:01 30 Jimmy Kite
220.07
219.218 220.545 220.561 220.097 28
34 3:06 81 Robby Unser
221.391 221.375 221.386 221.065 221.304 17
35 3:11 55 Robby McGehee
219.818 219.882 220.534 220.324 220.139 27
36 3:16 98T Donnie Beechler
218.288 218.261 218.574 waved off
37 3:20 35 Steve Knapp
221.049 221.571 221.664 221.724 221.502 13
38 3:26 96 Jeret Schroeder
220.794 220.951 220.767 220.475 220.747 21
4:20 66 Scott Harrington
Pulled into pits after one warmup lap
39 4:42 51T Eddie Cheever Jr.
221.899 221.593 221.168 220.604 221.315 16
40 4:49 17 Jack Miller
221.686 apparent engine malfunction on back straightaway
41 5:11 50 Roberto Guerrero
220.34
220.686 220.507 220.383 220.479 25
42 5:16 11T Billy Boat
223.17
224.053 223.797 222.861 223.469 3
43 5:20 32 Robby Gordon
223.236 223.497 222.927 222.607 223.066 4
44 5:27 98T Donnie Beechler
221.005 221.174 220.788 221.948 221.228 19
45 5:31 31 Nick Firestone
217.865 218.436 217.481 waved off
46 5:35 33 Roberto Moreno
220.372 220.81
220.881 220.756 220.705 23
47 5:40 12 Buzz Calkins
220.399 220.275 220.243 220.27 220.297 26
48 5:45 46 Mike Groff
219.855 220.254 219.871 waved off
49 5:57 66 Scott Harrington
218.856 219.957 219.78 220.221 219.702 ALT
LEGEND: QA - Qualification Attempt
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SP - Starting Position

1999 QUALIFICATION ATTEMPTS - CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY
Sunday, May 23, 1999 -- Bubble Day
QA Time Car Driver
Lap-1
Lap-2
Lap-3
Lap-4
Average
50 12:00
3 Raul Boesel
221.315 220.475 219.501 219.122 220.101
Bumps #90 Lyn St. James.
51 12:05 92 Johnny Unser
221.364 221.713 221.098 220.615 221.197
Bumps #15 Jaques Lazier.
52 12:10 44T Robbie Buhl
Pulled into pits after smoke visible from rear of car.
53 1:12 17 Jack Miller
221.861 222.145 220.675 216.518 220.276
Bumps #7 Stephan Gregoire.
1:19 10 Andy Michner
Spun in Turn 2 on warmup lap, no contact.
54 1:48 46 Mike Groff
221.478 221.06
218.792 218.962 220.066
Bumps #66 Scott Harrington.
55 1:53 10 Andy Michner
218.288 218.691 waved off
56 1:58 84 Robbie Buhl
219.866 220.48
220.097 220.017 220.115
Bumps #46 Mike Groff.
LEGEND: QA - Qualification Attempt

SP
33
30
31
ALT
32

SP - Starting Position
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1999 Indianapolis 500 – Veteran Start/Finish History
Car Races Driver

Top-10
Finishes

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

98

1

Beechler, Donnie

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

11

2

Boat, Billy

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

3

10

Boesel, Raul

4

-----

23/18

22/13

-----

20/7

9/3

14

2

Brack, Kenny

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

84

3

Buhl, Robbie

2

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

12

3

Calkins, Buzz

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

20

1

Carlson, Tyce

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

51

9

Cheever Jr., Eddie

4

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

28

3

Dismore, Mark

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

4

8

Goodyear, Scott

4

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

32

4

Gordon, Robby

2

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

50

14

Guerrero, Roberto

5

7/2

16/3

8/4

5/2

12/32

-----

9

3

Hamilton, Davey

2

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

30

1

Kite, Jimmy

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

35

1

Knapp, Steve

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

91

6

Lazier, Buddy

3

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

5

14

Luyendyk, Arie

7

-----

20/7

19/15

7/18

6/10

15/21

54

3

Matsuda, Hideshi

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

17

2

Miller, Dr. Jack

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

33

1

Moreno, Roberto

0

-----

-----

32/19

-----

-----

-----

2

2

Ray, Greg

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

6

3

Salazar, Eliseo

2

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

99

2

Schmidt, Sam

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

8

4

Sharp, Scott

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

22

3

Stewart, Tony

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

92

3

Unser, Johnny

0

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

81

1

Unser, Robby

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

21

2

Ward, Jeff

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

19

1

Wattles, Stan

1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

R - Number of prior Indianapolis 500 starts
T-10 Fin - Number of prior top-10 finishes at Indianapolis 500
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1999 Indianapolis 500 – Veteran Start/Finish History (cont.)
1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

24/32

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

22/7

1/11

17/28

-----

25/7

3/4

2/21

22/20

-----

-----

30/19

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

15/33

3/6

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

23/9

4/8

5/31

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

9/17

16/11

18/10

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

18/19

-----

14/8

10/31

2/4

33/16

11/8

14/31

4/11

11/23

17/1

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

14/19

25/28

12/27

21/10

12/27

33/2

4/7

33/30

3/14

-----

5/2

10/24

-----

-----

-----

25/27

19/5

7/5

-----

12/29

-----

28/23

28/30

1/33

10/28

20/33

13/12

6/5

19/27

9/22

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

10/12

8/6

8/4

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

26/11

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

23/3

-----

23/33

24/14

-----

-----

23/27

5/1

10/4

11/2

3/1

14/3

4/15

1/2

8/18

2/7

20/16

1/1

28/2

-----

-----

-----

-----

14/24

20/15

30/8

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

17/20

15/21

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

30/25

2/18

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

24/4

3/6

9/24

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

23/34

6/26

-----

-----

-----

-----

17/16

30/26

21/10

-----

7/16

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

1/24

2/5

4/33

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

16/33

35/18

25/25

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

21/5

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

7/3

27/13

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

-----

29/28
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING AWARDS
PPG Pole Award -- $100,000
PPG INDUSTRIES
#5 – Arie Luyendyk
Chevrolet
1999 Chevrolet Camaro ($22,750 value)
#5 – Arie Luyendyk
GTE “Front Runner” Award -- $30,000
$10,000 awarded to each front-row driver
GTE
#5 Arie Luyendyk #2 Greg Ray #11 Billy Boat
True Value “Pole Winning Chief Mechanic” Award -- $10,000
Awarded to pole position chief mechanic
TRUSERVE CORPORATION
#5 Skip Faul
Ameritech “Youngest Starting Driver” Award -- $7,500
AMERITECH
#30 Jimmy Kite
American Dairy Association “Fastest Qualifying Rookie” Award -- $5,000
Plus $250 to each qualifying rookie
AMERICAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION
#42 John Hollansworth Jr.
Buckeye Machine/Race Spec “Final Measure:” Award -- $5,000
awarded to the last team to pass inspection and qualify for the race (with decal)
BUCKEYE MACHINE/RACE SPEC
#84 Robbie Buhl
Ferguson Steel “Most Consistent Qualifier” Award -- $5,000
Awarded to the veteran driver with the most consistent qualifying laps
FERGUSON STEEL COMPANY
#9 Davey Hamilton
Ferguson Steel “Most Consistent Rookie Qualifier” Award -- $5,000
Awarded to the rookie driver with the most consistent qualifying laps
FERGUSON STEEL COMPANY
#96 Jeret Schroeder
T.P. Donovan “Top Starting Rookie” Award -- $5,000
T.P. DONOVAN INVESTMENTS
#42 John Hollansworth Jr.
Daktronics “My Bubble Burst” Award -- $10,000
awarded to last driver to be bumped on last day of qualifying
DAKTRONICS
#46 Mike Groff
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500 QUALIFYING AWARDS (cont.)
Snap-On/Championship Association of Mechanics “Top Wrench” Award -$5,000
recognizes mechanical excellence by a chief mechanic during practice and qualifying
SNAP-ON/CAM
To be awarded at driver’s meeting May 29
Mi-Jack “Top Performer” Award -- $5,000
awarded to driver recording the fastest single qualifying lap
MI-JACK PRODUCTS
#2 Greg Ray and #5 Arie Luyendyk, 225.643 mph ($2,500 each)
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500 SPECIAL INCENTIVE AWARDS
CHEVROLET OFFICIAL PACE CAR AWARD
1999 Chevrolet Monte Carlo
(race winner)
AMERICAN DAIRY AWARDS
$10,750 American Dairy Association
(winner, winning chief mechanic,
fastest rookie, qualified rookies)
C & R RACING
TRUE GRIT AWARD
(Sponsored in part by Visteon Climate Control)
$10,000 – C & R Racing, Inc.
(awarded to the mechanic that exemplifies
outstanding achievement and excellence in
preparation and management)
ACORDIA MOTORSPORTS INSURANCE
$50,000 – Acordia Motorsports Insurance
(A $25,000 award presented by random selection to two teams that qualified for the
race)
CLINT BRAWNER
MECHANICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
$5,000 - Clint Brawner Foundation
(awarded to member of entrant teams)
COORS INDY PIT STOP CHALLENGE
$80,000 - Coors Brewing Company
CRAFTSMAN TRACTOR AWARD
$5,000 - Frigidaire Home Products
(awarded to team using the Craftsman Tractor
during the entire month of May at the Speedway)
SCOTT BRAYTON DRIVERS TROPHY
$25,000 - Royal Purple Motor Oil
(awarded to driver who most exemplifies the attitude, spirit and competitive drive of
Scott Brayton)
BANK ONE INDIANAPOLIS
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD
$25,000 - Bank One, Indianapolis
BORG-WARNER TROPHY AWARD
$130,000 plus trophy replica
$100,000 bonus if 1998 winner repeats his victory
Borg-Warner Automotive, Inc.
(race winner)
FIRESTONE “FIRST AT 99” AWARD
$20,000 – Firestone
(awarded to the highest-running driver at the completion of Lap 99 using Firestone
tires)
MCI WORLDCOM LONG DISTANCE AWARD
$20,000 – MCI WorldCom
(awarded to driver who makes most improvement from starting position to finish)
GT INTERACTIVE
FASTEST RACE LAP AWARD
$10,000 - GT Interactive
KODAK PHOTO FINISH AWARD
$10,000 - Eastman Kodak Company
(race winner)
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500 SPECIAL INCENTIVE AWARDS (cont.)
DELPHI AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS
LEADER AT HALFWAY AWARD
$20,000 – Delphi Automotive Systems
(awarded to driver leading after 100 laps)
MBNA LAP LEADER AWARD
$10,000 - MBNA Motorsports
(awarded to the driver who leads the most laps)
NATIONAL CITY BANK OF INDIANA
CHECKERED FLAG AWARD
$10,000 - National City Bank, Indiana
(race winner)
UNION PLANTERS BANK
LEADERS CIRCLE AWARD
$10,000 - Union Planters Bank
(awarded to the driver who leads the most laps)
GOODYEAR WINNING CAR OWNER AWARD
$5,000 plus ring - The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co.
INDIANA OXYGEN PERSEVERANCE AWARD
$5,000 - Indiana Oxygen
(awarded to team on Race Day that exemplifies the most exceptional sportsmanship
in a non-winning effort)
LINCOLN ELECTRIC HARD CHARGER AWARD
$5,000 - Lincoln Electric
(awarded to lowest qualifier to lead the race)
MOTORSPORTS SPARES INTERNATIONAL
PERSISTENCE PAYS AWARD
$5,000 - Motorsports Spares International, Inc.
(awarded to highest finishing last day qualifier)
PREMIER/D-A
MECHANICAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
$5,000 - Premier Farnell Corp.
MARSH SUPERMARKETS
MOST IMPROVED POSITION AWARD
$10,000 - Marsh Supermarkets, Inc.
(awarded to driver who makes most improvement from starting position to finish)
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500 CONTINGENCY AWARDS
PPG INDUSTRIES
$495,000
PENNZOIL PRODUCTS CO.
$150,000
ROBERT BOSCH CORP.
$45,000
AURORA BY OLDSMOBILE
$30,000
NISSAN
$30,000
RAYBESTOS BRAKE PARTS
$30,000
FIRST BRANDS - STP RACING
$26,000
EARL'S PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
$13,000
PREMIER FARNELL CORP.
$10,000
SIMPSON RACE PRODUCTS
$10,000
BELL HELMETS
$6,000
CANON U.S.A.
$5,000
CHAMPION SPARK PLUG
$5,000
KLOTZ SPECIAL FORMULA PRODUCTS
$5,000
EMCO GEARS, INC.
$5,000
HYPERCO INC.
$5,000
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500 CONTINGENCY AWARDS (cont.)
IDEAL DIVISION/STANT CORP.
$5,000
KECO COATINGS
$5,000
PROLONG SUPER LUBRICANTS
$5,000
MOBIL OIL CORPORATION
$10,000
STANT MANUFACTURING INC.
$5,000
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999 – COORS CARBURETION DAY
Entry updates since May 24:
•The #30 McCormack Motorsports entry driven by Jimmy Kite is now known
as the Alfa Laval/Team Losi/Fastrod/McCormack/Haas CNC G
Force/Aurora/Firestone.
•The #35 ISM Racing entry driven by Steve Knapp is now known as the
Delco Remy/ThermoTech/Microphonics/Prolong/G Force G Force/Aurora/Goodyear.
•The #98 Cahill Racing entry driven by Donnie Beechler is now known as
the Cahill Racing/Big Daddy’s BBQ Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
•The #54 Beck Motorsports entry driven by Hideshi Matsuda is now known
as the Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
•The chief mechanic for the #54 Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone is Tom Bose.
•The #21 Pagan Racing entry driven by Jeff Ward is now known as the
Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Olds Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear.
•The #20 Blueprint-Immke Racing entry driven by Tyce Carlson is now
known as the Pennzoil/Damon’s/Bluegreen Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
***
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director: Drivers
John Paul Jr. and Dave Steele have been cleared to drive.
***
Legendary engine builder Herb Porter remains in critical condition in the
intensive care unit at Methodist Hospital after suffering injuries in an automobile
accident May 20 on Interstate 74 west of Indianapolis. Porter is stable, said Dr.
Henry Bock, Speedway medical director.
Porter, 84, owns Speedway Engines located in Gasoline Alley. The
company builds engines for Indy Racing League teams.
***
COORS CARBURETION DAY PRACTICE RUNNING:
At 10:56 a.m., the air temperature was 68 degrees with a relative humidity
of 43 percent and calm conditions. At 10:45 a.m., the track temperature was 110
degrees, according to Firestone engineers.
***
Official one-lap track record: 237.498 mph, Arie Luyendyk, May 12, 1996.
Fastest official lap by normally aspirated Indy Racing League car: 225.643
mph, Arie Luyendyk and Greg Ray, Saturday, May 22.
Fastest unofficial lap during Open Test in April 1999: 227.072, Greg Ray.
Fastest unofficial lap during 1999 Indianapolis 500 practice: 227.192, #2T
Greg Ray, Thursday, May 20.
***
11 a.m. – GREEN. #9 Davey Hamilton first car on track. #12 Buzz Calkins
second car on track.
11:02 a.m. -- #9 Hamilton pulls into pits. Crew pulls engine cover and
sidepods from car.
11:04 a.m. -- #22 Tony Stewart walks to pits with team manager/co-owner
Larry Curry. Stewart flew to Indianapolis from Charlotte, N.C., where he participated
in qualifications Wednesday for the NASCAR Winston Cup Coca-Cola 600.
11:09 a.m. -- #9 Hamilton fastest at 197.668 mph. Eight cars on track so
far.
11:10 a.m. -- #28 Dismore fastest at 204.955. #9 Hamilton fastest at
207.225.
11:11 a.m. -- #28 Dismore fastest at 215.223.
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DAY 6 – THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999 -- CARBURETION DAY (cont.):
11:12 a.m. -- #22 Stewart on track. #28 Dismore fastest at 220.038.
As of 11:15 a.m., 17 cars have turned at least one lap. All cars are either on
pit road or track except #20 Carlson, #21 Ward, #32 Gordon and #98 Beechler. Crew
of #20 Carlson reports that team will enter track in approximately 30 minutes. Crew
of #21 Ward also reports that team will enter track during later stage of practice.
Crew of #98 Beechler reports that team will enter track in about 15 minutes.
11:23 a.m. -- #22 Stewart second fastest at 218.071.
11:28 a.m. – YELLOW. Tow-in for #30 Kite. Car stopped on inside of back
straightaway. Problem undetermined, crew reports.
11:32 a.m. -- #20 Carlson towed from garage to pits. #30 Kite towed to pits,
crew inspects car. Possible clutch or throttle problem.
As of 11:32 a.m., 25 cars have turned at least one lap.
11:35 a.m. – GREEN.
11:38 a.m. -- #2 Ray fastest at 221.822.
11:46 a.m. -- #20 Carlson and #21 Ward on track for first time today.
11:49 a.m. – YELLOW. #6 Salazar stalls at the start of back straightaway.
Car towed to pits, crew performs routine fuel systems check. Car towed to garage.
11:58 a.m. – GREEN. #32 Ray and #5 Luyendyk on track for first time. Ray
in car for #32 Gordon, who is in St. Louis for CART event Saturday.
As of noon, 32 cars have turned at least one lap.
12:01 p.m. – #30 Kite back on track for first time since stalling at exit of
Turn 2.
12:04 p.m. -- #19 Wattles in garage with minor problem. Crew attempt to
repair problem and return to track.
12:07 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris. #17 Miller to garage for fuel. Crew for #21
Ward pulls sidepods and engine cover from car in pits. Crew working on right front of
car, doing routine balance check.
12:12 p.m. -- #33 Roberto Moreno finished for day, heading to St. Louis for
CART event.
As of 12:15 p.m., 32 of the 33 starters have turned at least one lap. Only
car not on track is #98 Beechler.
12:16 p.m. – GREEN.
12:18 p.m. -- #98 Beechler on track for first time. Entire starting field has
turned at least one lap.
12:23 p.m. – YELLOW. Debris.
12:29 p.m. – GREEN.
12:35 p.m. -- #99 Schmidt fastest at 222.458.
1 p.m. – CHECKERED. End of practice. All 33 starters turned at least one
lap. The two alternates, #46 Groff and #66 Harrington, did not participate in the
practice.
***
Thirty-two drivers and 33 cars were on track today, running 720 laps. Greg
Ray drove the #2 and #32 for teammate Robby Gordon, who is in St. Louis for the
CART event. There were four yellow flags for 31 minutes.
***
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999 – COORS CARBURETION DAY (cont.):
1
2
3
4
5

99
2
32
5
54

6
7
8

20
22
91

Sam Schmidt
Greg Ray
Greg Ray
Arie Luyendyk
Hideshi
Matsuda
Tyce Carlson
Tony Stewart
Buddy Lazier

TOP 10 DRIVERS OF THE DAY
Unistar Auto Insurance
Glidden/Menards
Glidden/Menards
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports

222.458
221.822
221.790
221.380
221.185

Pennzoil/Damon’s/Bluegreen
221.114
The Home Depot
221.098
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn 220.848
Racing
9
21
Jeff Ward
Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Olds
220.432
10 81
Robby Unser
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
220.302
***
Car owner Dick Simon, whose Mexmil/Tokheim entry driven by Stephan
Gregoire didn’t qualify for the race, was working during practice in the pits of the #20
Pennzoil/Damon’s/Bluegreen entry driven by Tyce Carlson.
***
#22 Tony Stewart said that he will stand on his qualifying time from
Wednesday for the NASCAR Winston Cup Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte, N.C., which
was too slow to make the field during first-round qualifying.
***
Indianapolis Mayor Stephen Goldsmith proclaimed Thursday as “Arie
Luyendyk Day” in honor of Luyendyk’s final Indianapolis 500 start this year and his
contributions to racing at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway during his illustrious
career. Goldsmith presented Luyendyk with a key to the city and the proclamation in
a ceremony after Coors Carburetion Day practice.
***
Indy Racing Radio Network update: Kevin O’Neal and Chris Denari were
rd
added to the broadcast lineup for the 83 running of the Indianapolis 500. O’Neal will
cover Turn 3, while Denari will cover the pits.
The complete lineup for the live broadcast:
Chief anchor: Mike King; Driver analyst: Johnny Rutherford; Statistics:
Donald Davidson; Field rundowns: Howdy Bell; Turn 1 reporter: Jerry Baker; Turn 2
reporter: Ken Double; Turn 3 reporter: Kevin O’Neal; Turn 4 reporter: Bob Lamey; Pit
observer: Chris Economaki; Garage-hospital reporter: Chuck Marlow; Pit reporters:
Mark Jaynes, Vince Welch, Chris Denari.
***
Indy Racing League driver Stan Wattles will speak tonight at graduation
ceremonies at Worthmore Academy, a school in Indianapolis for children with
learning disabilities. Wattles was asked to speak after Academy students visited his
garage earlier this week.
Wattles, diagnosed with learning disabilities at age 11, attended a similar
academy, the Eagle Hill School in Hardwick, Mass.
***
A news conference with Arie Luyendyk, two-time Indianapolis 500 winner
and this year’s pole sitter, is scheduled for 10 a.m. Friday in the Trackside
Conference Room.
***
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999 – COORS CARBURETION DAY (cont.):
A press conference with comedian Jay Leno, host of NBC’s “The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno,” is scheduled for 1:45 p.m. Saturday in the Trackside
Conference Room. Leno is driving the Chevrolet Monte Carlo Pace Car during the
race Sunday.
***
A mini high-school reunion took place in the garage area today when
veteran racing writer and publicist Bill Hill and John Hollansworth Sr., father of rookie
standout John Hollansworth Jr., met to exchange memories about their graduation
from Kansas City East High School 51 years ago. Hill and Hollansworth Sr. couldn’t
make the official reunion last Saturday, Pole Day at Indianapolis.
***
Sports car mogul Don Panoz, head of the American Le Mans Series, was
an interested spectator in the Treadway Racing pits today during Coors Carburetion
Day practice.
***
Indy Racing League driver Davey Hamilton and his Galles Racing pit crew
will tend bar from 6-9 p.m. tonight at a benefit event at Planet Hollywood in
downtown Indianapolis. Twenty-five percent of total sales at Planet Hollywood this
evening will be donated to the Spinal Conquest Foundation – Galles Racing’s
primary sponsor – in its quest to cure paralysis.
***
Indianapolis Motor Speedway President Tony George was presented
Wednesday with a customized Harley-Davidson motorcycle, which he will ride as
honorary chairman for the Riley Hospital Miracle Ride on June 5-6.
George will ride from the Harley factory in Milwaukee to Indianapolis along
with several Indianapolis Miracle Ride sponsors, executives and Harley-Davidson
staff members. After the ride, George will donate the motorcycle to the Miracle Ride
as a major gift and prize for Miracle Ride pledge riders.
***
Indy Racing League drivers Tyce Carlson, John Paul Jr., Sam Schmidt and
Greg Ray signed autographs for “wish” children last Sunday at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway as part of the “Racing for Corey” program.
The program, sponsored by Keco Coatings, is designed to bring together
the sport of auto racing and kids suffering from a life-threatening illness, providing
inspiration and enjoyment for the children. The program was founded in honor of
Corey Hanchar, a member of the Indiana Children’s Wish Fund.
***
TeamXtreme, driver John Hollansworth Jr., Owens Corning and Feed The
Children distributed food to needy area families Tuesday morning at the Indy Racing
League offices in Indianapolis.
***
Pep Boys and Pennzoil, Official Motor Oil of the League, have teamed up to
bring race fans the Pennzoil/Pep Boys “Win a Spot on a Pit Crew in the Indy 500”
Sweepstakes. As part of the promotion, five lucky race fans have received an
expenses-paid trip to the 1999 Indianapolis 500 and will serve as an honorary
member of an Indy Racing League team pit crew during the race.
Each of the five winners also will be eligible to win prizes, including a 1999
Oldsmobile Aurora, RCA Home Theater Projection TV system, a trip to the Derek
Daly Driving School and a Pep Boys shopping spree.
***
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999 – COORS CARBURETION DAY (cont.):
Longtime Indianapolis Motor Speedway archivist and technical coordinator
Bob Clidinst received an award Monday night for “Outstanding Contribution in
Automobile Racing” from the Indianapolis 500 Oldtimers Club.
***
Galles Racing earned $37,500 for winning the Coors Indy Pit Stop
Challenge this afternoon. Galles and driver Davey Hamilton beat A.J. Foyt Racing
and driver Kenny Brack in the final. Coors will donate $5,000 to a charity in the name
of Galles Racing. Teams changed four tires and simulated a fuel-hose connection for
five seconds in all rounds.
Hamilton and Galles chief mechanic Darren Russell announced after the
contest that they would donate the team’s winnings to Spinal Conquest, a foundation
that seeks a cure for paralysis. The foundation is the team’s primary sponsor.
Galles earned its sixth victory in the pit-stop competition, tying Team Penske for the
most wins in the 23-year history of the contest. Galles also won in 1989, 1990, 1993,
1996 and 1997.
DAVEY HAMILTON (After his team’s victory): “These guys are great, they
never give up. I hope this race comes down to the last pit stop because they’ll win it
for me. We want to thank Coors and the fans. We’re going to try to keep winning
these things.”
DARREN RUSSELL (After his team’s victory): “I’m just so proud of my
guys, we’ve practiced so much. We’ve worked so hard. You deserve to win it when
you work as hard as we did. Once again, I’m so proud of my guys. We are racing for
Spinal Conquest, and we’re donating our entire winnings to them.”
RICK GALLES (Team owner): “We have a winning system, and it works.
We focus on one day at a time, one event at a time. Today was our day to focus on
pit stops. My guys are so awesome, you couldn’t believe it. They work their hearts
out, and today is for them. I was touched to find out they had decided to give their
prize money to the foundation. It means they are behind the cause, and that is very
special. Now it is time to focus on Race Day.”
BILL SPENCER: (Chief mechanic, #14 Brack; runner-up in contest): “We
decided to be as consistent as we could and to make things good, good, good, but
we just weren’t good enough.”
KENNY BRACK: “I think we have a great crew, and I think we have
everything in place to do it Sunday. I want to congratulate the Galles crew. They did
a really great job.”
RESULTS OF THE COORS INDY PIT STOP CHALLENGE:
Final
Galles Racing (#9 Hamilton), 12.680 seconds def. A.J. Foyt Racing (#14 Brack),
14.560.
Semifinals
A.J. Foyt Racing (#14 Brack), 14.200 def. Team Menard (#2 Ray), 27.060.
Galles Racing (#9 Hamilton), 12.490 def. Kelley Racing (#8 Sharp), 13.510.
Quarterfinals
A.J. Foyt Racing (#14 Brack), 14.450 def. McCormack Motorsports (#30 Kite),
17.660.
Team Menard (#2 Ray), 14.120 def. A.J. Foyt Racing (#11 Boat), 14.370.
Kelley Racing (#8 Sharp), 12.980 def. Treadway Racing (#5 Luyendyk), did not
finish.
Galles Racing (#9 Hamilton), 12.700 def. Panther Racing (#4 Goodyear), 13.020.
***
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DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999 – COORS CARBURETION DAY (cont.):
Indy Racing League driver Jimmy Kite proposed to his girlfriend, IUPUI
student and Indianapolis Colts cheerleader Kimberlee Compliment, at the start-finish
line today during the Coors Indy Pit Stop Challenge. The surprised Compliment, from
Brownsburg, Ind., said yes.
JIMMY KITE: “We had a friend who introduced us before the race last year,
and we’ve been together ever since. I told her if I made it into the race, I’d ask her to
marry me. I have had this ring in my pocket all day, and I was about to do it two or
three times. I just decided now was the time to do it, and there was no place better
than Indy. I wanted us to remember this.”
***
The Scott Brayton Driver’s Trophy, created in 1997 to honor the character
and spirit of late Indy Racing League driver Scott Brayton, will be presented
Saturday to a current or former Indianapolis 500 competitor. The award, presented
by Royal Purple Motor Oil, will be presented during the drivers’ meeting, which starts
at 11 a.m.
The recipient will earn $25,000 and a uniquely crafted crystal trophy
designed and produced by Tiffany’s.
John Paul Jr. won the trophy in 1997; Roberto Guerrero won last year.
***
Owen Snyder III, chief mechanic for Team Cheever owner-driver Eddie
Cheever Jr., won the second annual C&R Racing True Grit Award this afternoon.
The award, presented by Visteon Climate Control, acknowledges the mechanic that
exemplifies outstanding achievement and excellence in preparation and
management.
Snyder won $10,000 for the award.
DICK CARON (Team manager, Team Cheever): “We are a very small
team. We have achieved the success that we have because we have chosen to
surround ourselves with the best in their field. Owen is one of the pillars we have
built this racing team on.”
***
Yahoo! Chief Executive Officer Tim Koogle will attend the Indianapolis 500
on Sunday to watch Jeff Ward race in the Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Olds
Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Yahoo!, a global Internet media company, last week
became the title sponsor of Pagan Racing, which fields the car for Ward.
Koogle will be on the cover of the June 7, 1999 issue of Fortune magazine.
***
Pep Boys consumers Carol Delk, from Douglasville, Ga., Steve Brown, from
Peoria, Ariz., Kathie Shanahan of Santee, Calif., James Lefler of Citrus Heights,
Calif., and Hector Familia were the winners of the Pennzoil/Pep Boys “Win a Spot on
a Pit Crew in the Indy 500” Sweepstakes.
Pep Boys and Pennzoil, Official Motor Oil of the League, have teamed up to
bring race fans the promotion, which provided the winners an expenses-paid trip to
the 1999 Indianapolis 500. The winners will serve as an honorary member of an
Indy Racing League team pit crew during the race. Delk will work on the crew of
Scott Goodyear; Brown with Scott Sharp; Shanahan with Kenny Brack; Lefler with
Mark Dismore and Familia with Billy Boat.
Each of the five winners also will be eligible to win prizes, including a 1999
Oldsmobile Aurora, RCA Home Theater Projection TV system, a trip to the Derek
Daly Driving School and a Pep Boys shopping spree.
***
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1998 Indianapolis 500 winner Eddie Cheever Jr. met with the media this
afternoon.
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: (About the race): “I really believe this race comes
down to, it’s been said a thousand times, it comes down to having the best car under
you for the last 20 laps, 20-25 laps. And to get there, you want to be sure you don’t
use the car too hard. You want to make sure you don’t take too many risks. And you
have a different mindset. It’s a totally different mindset than a 200-mile race. Twohundred-mile races, you go as fast as you can right from the beginning. And you pick
up the pace. Make your car better in pit stops. Here you got to always be one step
ahead of the game.” (About how much luck plays into the picture): “It’s enormous. I
really believe that the Indy 500 … it’s almost as if you have to qualify to get a ticket
to the lottery. Then you get your ticket to the lottery and your allowed to play. And
then it almost changes from that point on to being a poker game and you’re given a
certain amount of chips. Every team has got their chips in it and you got to keep on
playing and playing and playing the hand and hope when it gets down to the last 20
minutes of the game you still have a lot of chips. And you have a good hand for the
game. I never like showing my hand until the last little bit of the race anyway. What’s
the purpose of running around at 200 mph in the beginning? They don’t give prizes
for the beginning. What is our strategy going to be? I can’t tell you … too many
journalists in the room.” (About the responsibility of being the defending Indianapolis
500 champion): “The greatest thing about being involved in a sport like Indy-car
racing is there is a continuum of racing drivers that have participated at this single
event. And to be in the same category, to have won the same race that so many
fantastic race drivers have won, I consider it a very responsible position.” (About this
morning’s announcement of changing the maximum RPM’s to 10,000 from 10,300):
“I think it’s a very good idea. I need to take a step back. One of the most favorable
things that I have found with the Indy Racing League officials is that they are
proactive in a very responsible manner. They ask the racing drivers their opinion,
they ask the car engineers their opinion, they ask the promoters their opinion. And
then they go away and after having listened to everybody they tend to have the best
information to make those decisions. I think you can compare lowering our revs from
10,3 to 10,000 to what they do to restrictor plates in NASCAR. And there’s no reason
in the world why you should not emulate a successful racing series when they make
decisions on safety. Believe me, 5 mph slower is not going to make a worse product
than what we have right now. But what everybody seems to forget is that safety is
not just a single event. It’s the whole process. It’s a continuing process of trying to
make everything safer on a daily basis, and I believe the changes they have made
are very intelligent. But are they the final solutions? Of course not. There will be new
materials that will be developed. There will be new ways of absorbing energy. When
I look back at the cars I drove 15 years ago, I must have been out of my mind. I
remember the first Formula One cars I drove, my legs, everything from my waist
forward was in front of the front axles. And it was made out of material that you could
have just walked over and probably broke it with a good, swift kick. And yet at that
point, that was the safest car you could get into. So the whole idea, of getting back to
where I started, is having the right officials and the right responsible rules being
written is very intelligent. And something has to be done. And something has been
done.” (About having enough time to practice with the Infiniti engine): “You never
have enough time to test, never. I’ve been going around here with nausea for the last
three months. I’ve done I don’t know how many miles. We’ve gone through a variety
of engine configurations. We tried to do six months of work in two months. Infiniti
have reacted very, very well. I wanted to do the engine band, and they did. The car
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performed a lot better in qualifying than I expected it to. Our straight-line speeds
have been very strong.”
***
Omnipoint Communications will sponsor Pennzoil Panther Racing during
the 83rd Indianapolis 500.
Omnipoint is an Indiana-based provider of global systems for mobile
communications (GSM) technology.
***
The 21st annual National Auto Racing Memorabilia Expo will take place
Friday and Saturday at the Indiana Convention Center in downtown Indianapolis.
Hours are 3-8 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday.
***
RSI Inc. was named as the “Choice Industrial Coating Company” of the
Indianapolis 500 and the Indy Racing League today in a press conference at the
Media Center.
Various areas within the Indianapolis Motor Speedway have been coated
with the company’s environmental recycled coating, UniSeal.
All RSI products contain recycled tire rubber with no volatile organic
compounds.
***
The Indy Racing League and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway have
entered into an agreement with Atlanta-based Championship Group, one of the
leading sports promotion agencies in the country, it was announced today.
The agreement is the third major element in the comprehensive advertising,
marketing and public relations strategy announced last December by Tony George,
president of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and founder of the Indy Racing
League.
Already in place is Weiden and Kennedy, the acclaimed Portland, Ore.based advertising agency known for its Nike and ESPN commercials, and
Golin/Harris, a leading global public relations firm that handles McDonald’s, Chrysler
and Owens Corning. A multimillion-dollar national campaign is underway featuring
the drivers of the Indy Racing League.
TONY GEORGE: “In addition to our advertising and public relations
partners announced earlier, Championship Group gives us the expertise of one of
the leading sports promotion agencies in the country to help move our teams and our
other partners forward. Championship Group has established themselves as the
leader in the creation of integrated marketing programs for many major motorsports
sponsors, and we believe that their experience will help make the entire Indy Racing
League portfolio more attractive to corporate America.”
ARDY ARANI (Managing director, Championship Group): “This is a very
exciting opportunity, and we look forward to working with the entire IMS/Indy Racing
League team. We’re involved with IMS and the Indy Racing League because we see
an opportunity to bring 20 years of motorsports marketing expertise to bear on a
project with tremendous growth potential. There is an impressive foundation in place
here, and our goal is to help take it to the next level.”
TOM SWANSON (Director, leader of Indy Racing League project team,
Championship Group): “We see the Indy Racing League and IMS as having a lot of
solid marketing benefits to offer corporate marketers, and our goal is to package
them in such a fashion that makes the investment as appealing as NASCAR, the
NFL or any other major sports property. The key to success in sports marketing
today is leverage, and the Indy Racing League/IMS combination offers a lot of assets
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to utilize in designing successful campaigns for corporate sponsors. There is a lot to
work with, and we can’t wait to get started!”
***
All engines in the Indy Racing League will be required to operate at 10,000
rpms or lower beginning at the Longhorn 500 presented by MCI WorldCom on June
12 at Texas Motor Speedway, Indy Racing League executive director Leo Mehl
announced today.
The new rule will be in effect for the remainder of the 1999 season. It
follows a reduction in the rpms from 10,500 in 1998 to 10,300 at the beginning of
1999.
Mehl made the announcement along with Joe Negri, GM Motorsports Indy
Racing League program manager, and Frank Honsowetz, motorsports manager of
Nissan North America.
The required reduction in rpms, controlled by a “rev limiter,” will result in
reduced speeds produced by the cars in the Indy Racing League.
Engine revs are controlled electronically by Indy Racing League technical
officials. It takes one technician approximately five minutes to program an engine’s
electronic control unit. Teams are not capable of manipulating the “rev limiters.”
LEO MEHL: “Reducing the revs in our engines will obviously slow the cars
down, and that is the goal for doing this. Fortunately, with our formula we are able to
slow cars down without jeopardizing handling.”
***
Jane Hurtubise, the widow of 10-time Indianapolis 500 veteran Jim
Hurtubise, died Wednesday in Indianapolis.
***
th
The 18 annual CARA Charities Fashion Show and Luncheon will take
place at 11 a.m. Friday at the Westin Hotel in downtown Indianapolis.
***
Race Day schedule:
5 a.m. – Gates open to public
8:30 a.m. – Cars in pits (apron)
9:45 a.m. – Cars to grid
10:15 a.m. – Driver introductions
rd
11 a.m. – Start of the 83 Indianapolis 500
POST-PRACTICE QUOTES
GREG RAY (#2 Glidden/Menards): “Both cars felt very good. Very similar setups.”
SCOTT GOODYEAR (#4 Pennzoil Panther/G Force): “We broke a motor, so we
don’t know. Everything felt fine up to that point.”
ARIE LUYENDYK (#5 Sprint PCS/Meijer): “We had some little problems with the pit
speed-limiter. The speedometer just doesn’t work, so we’ll have to work on that.
Every time I was on a really hot lap, they’d throw a yellow or I’d begin to run out of
fuel. I think I could have had a 224. We’re really happy with the car right now.”
ELISEO SALAZAR (#6 FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special): “We just worked on the
setup for the race.” (About his race preparations): “You always need more time.”
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SCOTT SHARP (#8 Delphi Automotive Systems): “We’re pretty pleased. We worked
all week on the race setup, so today wasn’t much different from what we expected.
Sunday, we’ve got to survive the first 450 laps, then we have a good chance.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (#9 Galles Racing Spinal Conquest): “Everything is fine. We are
in good shape, and we are done for the day.”
BILLY BOAT (#11 A.J. Foyt Racing): (About the race): “It’s an endurance race.
You’ve got to go 500 miles, and it’s not going to do you any good if you’re not there
in the end.” (About the start of the race): “You can make all the plans you want to
before the start of the race, but once the green flag drops, all plans fall out the
window. (About practice): We had a solid run. We’re not trying to set any speed
records. We need to make sure that we have a solid race car and not put too many
miles on the race car, and put it away.”
BUZZ CALKINS (#12 Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat): “We just kind of went out to
run through a few things. We wanted to find a balanced setup that we can start the
race with.” (About travel schedule this weekend for graduate studies at Kellogg
School of Management at Northwestern): “I’m going back to Chicago this afternoon. I
have one class (managerial accounting) tomorrow, then I come back here tomorrow
afternoon.”
KENNY BRACK (#14 A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing): “The car is pretty good. We
made a few tweaks, but it feels real good right now. Come Sunday, track conditions
could be very different, so we just don’t know. But we’re happy with it now. It’s hard
to tell, I think, what you’ll see in the race. Some cars will stay consistent over full fuel
runs, and some won’t. I think you’ll see 10 to 12 cars that will be there to race for the
win. I certainly hope it’s not 33 because that will be too hard for us drivers.”
JACK MILLER (#17 Dean’s Milk Chug): “We purposely didn’t run for any times
today. Someone asked me if I had any superstitions, and I said no. But that’s not
true today because for Carburetion Day, the least amount you run, the better. I’ve
been here too many times and seen too many things happen.” (About teammate
Tony Stewart): “He just gives you a lot of confidence. I’ve been on one-car teams
most of my career, so it’s nice to have somebody that knows what you’re thinking.
th
Tony has definitely helped, and I couldn’t be happier, even though we’re in the 11
row. I think this is my best shot of winning.”
STAN WATTLES (#19 Metro Racing Systems/NCLD): “It looks like it is going to be a
hot day on Sunday, which will make for a very slippery track. The key to finishing this
race is to find a comfortable groove on the track and maintain your speed. This is
always a long race, so we just need to be patient, stay out of trouble and let the race
come to us.”
TYCE CARLSON (#20 Pennzoil/Damon’s/Bluegreen): “Things went well. We ran at
221. We had problems with our oil temperature, and gearbox. That’s why we pulled
in. Overall, things didn’t go that bad.”
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JEFF WARD (#21 Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Olds): “Good. We’re ready for
Sunday. I hope it’s nice and hot on Sunday. I can run those speeds all day long on
Race Day. We ran 221 or 222 every time we went out in practice. We were
consistent in all kinds of conditions. It didn’t matter if it was windy, hot or cold, our
setup still produced fast laps. Even if the track lost its grip, we still ran 221. We’ve
got a solid starting position. Last year, I started 27th. I had worked my way up to
seventh or eighth after 20 laps. I’m up in the fifth row, where there are 10 to 15 guys
ahead of me that are capable of staying out of trouble. Besides, the car is fantastic in
traffic. I have no worries whatsoever about my situation. I can go flat out under any
condition.”
TONY STEWART (#22 The Home Depot): “We didn’t hit anything, and the car is in
one piece. It’s a good start. We’re just fine. We did everything we needed to do
today.”
LARRY CURRY (Team co-owner, #22 Stewart, #17 Miller): (About Stewart’s
practice laps today): “We’re very pleased. Everything went very well. We’re happy.
We’re parking it. We can’t wait for Sunday.”
MARK DISMORE (#28 MCI WorldCom): “We’re optimistic about Race Day.
Fortunately, we worked all week on the race setup, not just qualifying. Sunday may
be a different day. You never know. Hopefully we have what we think we have.”
JIMMY KITE (#30 Alfa Laval/Team Losi/Fastrod/McCormack/Haas CNC): “We’ve
had a really good race car all week long. I’ve ran the same car in practice,
qualifications and for the race. I’m happy as can be with our race setup.” (About race
strategy): “The thing I learned last year is that you have to be there at the end. You
have to give yourself a chance to win the race. You can’t win it from the garage.”
ROBERTO MORENO (#33 Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros.): “The car is fine.
It’s running good. We’ve got 40 miles on the engine. We did what we wanted to do.”
STEVE KNAPP (#35 Delco Remy/ThermoTech/Microphonics/Prolong/G Force): “We
messed up on the gearing. I would have liked to have done a little bit more running
today. But we can’t hurt the motor. We’ve got a lot of telemetry on board, so we’ll be
able to make a lot of the changes based on the data.”
JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR. (#42 pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara): “Everything was
fine. We ran a high 219. We were taking it easy. Hopefully, we’ll be ready to go on
Sunday.”
ROBERTO GUERRERO (#50 Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti): “I am very happy. I was
a bit nervous because we had some problems with the handling. We made a couple
of changes, and the car feels very comfortable now. The race engine we have is very
responsive. It is very good at the bottom end, which is important for this race.”
EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (#51 Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara):
“The car runs well. Enough said. Every lap we do here is a lap we take away from
the car in the race.”
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HIDESHI MATSUDA (#54 Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports): “The car was very good.
The engine had much more power than qualifying day. The car is much better today.
Qualifying day, I thought the car was perfect, but today, ooooooh, the car is good! It’s
my dream to win the ‘500.’ I can’t wait for Sunday.”
ROBBY MCGEHEE (#55 Energizer Advanced Formula): “We were just shaking the
car down today, and everything felt great. After our engine problems last week, we
changed the motor and gearbox, and this was just a “run-in” of that. We’re ready to
go, and it is starting to hit me that I am going to drive in the greatest race in the
world. Honestly, I can’t wait.”
ROBBY UNSER (#81 PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey): “The car is in good shape.” (About
traffic on Race Day): It’s going to be a busy day. It always is. We’re going to have to
hunker down and stay out of trouble.”
ROBBIE BUHL (#84 A.J. Foyt Racing): (About performance of the #84 car, built
hastily for his qualification run Sunday): “Fine. The gearbox feels fine. The motor
feels fine. The engine feels fine. We’ll see what we have Race Day.”
BUDDY LAZIER (#91 Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing): “We
ran a fair amount, and I got a lot of work done. It (the car) felt really well. My guys are
working really hard to get it just right. I’m just constantly amazed and how good my
guys are.” (About the race): “I feel like there are a lot of guys who can win the race.
We’re definitely a contender. I’d say we’ve got a good chance. But there are so many
talented and competitive drivers and teams, I think anyone can do it.”
JOHNNY UNSER (#92 Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet): “The
car felt good. We’re trying to work on different things that will happen during the race.
Fuel situations and air-pressure changes. The car was fine in traffic. We didn’t have
any problems.”
JERET SCHROEDER (#96 Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone):
“Everything is fine. We just scrubbed in some tires and made some adjustments to
our wing. We had a clutch problem, but the Cobb Racing crew got that solved right
away. I was really tickled to find out that the award for the most consistent qualifying
laps among the rookies from Buildings to Go. That was a nice surprise. More family
and friends are arriving daily, and we just hope to have a good day on Sunday and
finish the race.”
DONNIE BEECHLER (#98 Cahill Racing/Big Daddy’s BBQ): “We ran on schedule.
We have a good race setup. The car felt good in traffic, but when you have 32 other
cars on the track, you never can tell.”
SAM SCHMIDT (#99 Unistar Auto Insurance): “We had several things we wanted to
accomplish this morning, and we did them all. We wanted to scuff the tires, and we
wanted to check out the electrical systems. We wanted to make sure the motor
installation went in correctly. We accomplished them all. We just went through our
checklist, and we kept it off the wall. So, we’re pretty happy. On Race Day, we’re
going to have a darned good race car in traffic, and we’re gonna race to be there at
the end.” (About being the fastest on Coors Carburetion Day): “We might have got a
little tow on the 222 lap, but the car is really solid. We wanted to make sure we had
the right gear setup, and I think we’ve got it.” (About race strategy): “When you run,

131

DAY 10 – THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999 – COORS CARBURETION DAY (cont.):
you utilize all six gears, but first and foremost you want four, five and six. If the race
pace is 210, we will use fourth. If it’s 215, we will use fifth and it it’s a 220 sprint, we’ll
use sixth.” (What would you like to see as a race speed?): “So much of that depends
on weather. If it is 10 degrees hotter, I think it’s going to be pretty slick out there. I
think it’s going to be mid-teens. If it’s like it is today we could do 220’s. Not all day.
It’s not going to be like that. I think we would be happy if people struggle for 15
because both Arie and I have proven in practice that we can run pretty solid 217’s,
218’s.” (How big of a guessing game is it to pick your race setup four days from the
race?): “Well, it is and it isn’t. I don’t really think it is in our situation because ever
since we unloaded, that’s kind of what we’ve been doing. We haven’t really worked
on a qualifying setup. Every day we went out, other than Saturday, we put 30 gallons
in the tank and ran it.” (What will you do between now and Sunday?): “I can probably
classify it as take care of the bills. I have commitments.” (What time will you go to
bed Saturday night?): “I hope the plan is by 10 o’clock.” (About this morning’s
announcement of reducing the maximum amount of RPM’s to 10,000 beginning with
the race in Texas following the Indianapolis 500): “It doesn’t bother me. Frankly, I
haven’t given it a whole lot of thought. The teams keep chasing what they’re doing.
So it’s remarkable they lowered it to 10,3 and we’re going three and a half miles
faster than we were here last year as far as the pole speed. You got to address
some of the situations out there and make some decisions. I support the league. I
don’t think it’s going to make it a worse race. It may slow it down and may make it
more exciting for the fans.” (About teams’ philosophies for today): “I think
everybody’s objective is about the same. You have your checklists. Some may be a
little more conservative that most. But the thing that’s at the top of the list I think with
everybody out there is ‘Do not crash the car.’ It would be hard to walk in the garage if
you crashed a car today. You don’t do that. It’s (Coors Carburetion Day) just a
measure of how much do you want to push it. How much do you want to see what
the car will do in different conditions. I have a feeling a lot of people really didn’t want
to push it that hard today. But I’ve been able to run a lot of laps this week, so I have
really got a lot of confidence in the car.” (Who is the driver to beat on Sunday?): “You
don’t dwell on it too much because so many things can happen. You can’t predict
what 32 other drivers are going to do. But, certainly, if you look at the repetition, and
who’s run the speeds over and over and who’s capable of running fast in a number
of different circumstances, I’d probably put my teammate at the top of the list
because he has been able to finish this race consistently if somebody hasn’t run into
him. And he’s been very strong. Greg (Ray) will be very strong. Scott Goodyear has
proven he can do very well in this race. So those guys are probably all neck and
neck with Arie being at the top. We’re still 30-1 in Vegas, so everybody call your
bookies.” (How would it feel for you to go down in history as being the man that kept
Arie Luyendyk from winning his last Indianapolis 500?): “It wouldn’t hurt. I’d get over
it.”
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SCHMIDT ON TOP OF FINAL PRACTICE FOR 83RD INDIANAPOLIS 500
INDIANAPOLIS, May 27, 1999 – Sam Schmidt posted the fastest speed,
222.458 mph, on Thursday during Coors Carburetion Day, the last practice before
rd
the 83 Indianapolis 500.
Greg Ray was second and third fastest, respectively, at 221.822 and
221.790 in the #2 and #32 Glidden/Menards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone entries. No. 2
qualifier Ray practiced in the #32 entry for Indy teammate Robby Gordon, in St.
Louis driving in the CART event. Gordon was the only driver in the 33-car starting
field not to participate in the two-hour practice.
The Indianapolis 500 starts at noon (EDT) Sunday. Schmidt will start
seventh in the #99 Unistar Auto Insurance G Force/Aurora/Firestone on the 2.5-mile
oval.
“We might have got a little tow on the 222 lap, but the car is really solid,”
Schmidt said. “We wanted to make sure we had the right gear setup, and I think
we’ve got it. On Race Day, we’re going to have a darned good race car in traffic, and
we’re gonna race to be there at the end.”
PPG Pole winner Arie Luyendyk was fourth fastest at 221.380 in the Sprint
PCS/Meijer G Force/Aurora/Firestone as he finished preparation for his final
th
Indianapolis 500. Luyendyk is the 12 driver to start from the pole in his final
Indianapolis 500 start. If he wins, he will be the first driver since Bobby Unser in 1981
to win at Indy in his last start.
Defending Indianapolis 500 champion Eddie Cheever was 15th fastest at
219.047 in The Children’s Beverage Group/Team Cheever Dallara/Infiniti/Goodyear.
He will start 16th.
th
Indy Racing League points leader Scott Goodyear was 24 fastest at
215.600 in the Pennzoil Panther G Force/Aurora/Goodyear after engine problems.
He will start ninth.
“We broke a motor, so we don’t know,” Goodyear said. “Everything felt fine
up to that point.”
Galles Racing and driver Davey Hamilton earned $37,500 for winning the
Coors Indy Pit Stop Challenge. Galles and Hamilton beat A.J. Foyt Enterprises and
driver Kenny Brack in the final, changing four tires and simulating a fuel-hose
connection in 12.680 seconds. Foyt and Brack trailed at 14.560 seconds. It was the
sixth victory for Galles, tying Team Penske for the most victories in the 23-year
history of the contest.
The team will donate its winnings to its primary sponsor Spinal Conquest,
which raises funds for spinal-cord research through motorsports sponsorships.
Coors will donate $5,000 to the Spinal Conquest in the name of Galles Racing.
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1999 MONTH OF MAY PERFORMANCE HISTORY
TOP SPEED
Driver

Car

C/E/T

Sat.
5/15
Speed

Sun.
5/16
Speed

Mon.
5/17
Speed

Tues.
5/18
Speed

Wed.
5/19
Speed

Thurs.
5/20
Speed

Fri.
5/21
Speed

Thurs.
5/27
Speed

Best of
Month

2

Greg Ray

D/A/F

218.675

225.124

219.700

223.214

221.435

0.000

227.175

221.822

227.175

2T

Greg Ray

D/A/F

225.892

224.400

224.843

0.000

0.000

227.192

0.000

0.000

227.192

2T

Robby Gordon

D/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

221.806

221.806

3

Raul Boesel

R/A/G

0.000

214.864

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

219.159

213.498

219.159

3T

Raul Boesel

R/A/G

220.006

0.000

216.357

218.489

220.567

223.253

0.000

0.000

223.253

4

Scott Goodyear

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

98.564

0.000

192.254

192.254

4T

Scott Goodyear

G/A/G

224.416

222.750

220.848

223.842

222.976

223.170

223.314

215.600

224.416

5

Arie Luyendyk

G/A/F

225.158

224.669

221.119

0.000

225.096

225.073

226.131

221.380

226.683

5T

Arie Luyendyk

G/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

6

Eliseo Salazar

G/A/F

220.324

220.989

0.000

0.000

223.714

221.092

0.000

213.685

223.714

6T

Eliseo Salazar

G/A/F

214.920

204.346

214.889

221.419

0.000

0.000

221.087

0.000

221.419

7

Stephan Gregoire G/A/F

0.000

215.440

219.293

223.647

224.193

224.792

0.000

0.000

224.792

7T

Stephan Gregoire G/A/F

218.367

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

221.032

0.000

0.000

221.032

8

Scott Sharp

D/A/G

220.951

220.946

219.560

0.000

222.993

223.691

224.159

219.459

224.159

8T

Scott Sharp

D/A/G

0.000

222.299

0.000

222.519

222.535

0.000

224.792

0.000

224.792

9

Davey Hamilton

D/A/G

216.185

219.480

216.820

220.805

222.085

221.637

0.000

0.000

222.085

9T

Davey Hamilton

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

222.222

221.326

214.710

222.222

10

John Paul Jr.

G/A/F

0.000

0.000

206.911

0.000

0.000

213.053

210.148

0.000

217.696

10T John Paul Jr.

G/A/F

219.309

0.000

0.000

215.476

220.853

211.178

83.119

0.000

220.853

11

Billy Boat

D/A/G

210.748

212.535

212.796

0.000

0.000

221.932

0.000

0.000

221.932

11T Billy Boat

D/A/G

221.724

215.126

219.603

222.091

220.913

223.564

223.847

218.198

223.847

12

G/A/F

218.967

217.313

215.414

216.549

217.176

218.824

219.186

212.630

219.186
207.522

Buzz Calkins

12T Buzz Calkins

D/A/F

0.000

207.522

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

14

Kenny Brack

D/A/G

216.305

222.283

221.282

223.447

223.270

223.708

224.087

218.441

224.087

14T Kenny Brack

D/A/G

222.916

220.962

0.000

0.000

224.411

222.310

0.000

0.000

224.411
220.351

15

Jaques Lazier

G/I/G

0.000

0.000

210.011

217.517

218.066

216.461

220.351

0.000

15T Jaques Lazier

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

17

Jack Miller

D/A/G

220.518

217.470

218.293

222.519

222.745

223.480

221.708

203.864

223.480

18

218.510

Mike Borkowski

G/A/G

211.149

215.677

212.389

207.977

215.424

218.510

218.198

0.000

18T Mike Borkowski

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

19

Stan Wattles

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

217.817

216.664

222.381

219.759

209.444

222.381

19T Stan Wattles

R/A/G

206.417

207.881

204.941

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

207.881

20

D/A/F

0.000

221.130

82.797

222.003

219.400

221.861

223.137

221.114

224.933

20T Tyce Carlson

D/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

21

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

223.164

223.021

220.432

223.164

21T Jeff Ward

D/A/G

222.102

221.943

219.673

220.534

221.637

0.000

222.794

0.000

222.794

22

Tony Stewart

D/A/G

0.000

222.091

219.764

222.480

226.683

222.640

0.000

221.098

226.683

22T Tony Stewart

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

220.886

0.000

0.000

221.065

23

G/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

147.389

215.770

219.673

221.473

0.000

221.473

Tyce Carlson
Jeff Ward

Robby Gordon

23T Robby Gordon

G/A/F

0.000

0.000

207.929

217.902

0.000

0.000

222.794

0.000

222.794

28

Mark Dismore

D/A/G

220.653

220.540

0.000

0.000

219.042

0.000

0.000

0.000

220.653

28T Mark Dismore

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

217.881

220.210

216.180

222.283

222.497

220.038

222.651
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1999 MONTH OF MAY PERFORMANCE HISTORY (cont.)
TOP SPEED
Car
30

Driver

C/E/T

Sat.
5/15
Speed

Sun.
5/16
Speed

Mon.
5/17
Speed

Tues.
5/18
Speed

Wed.
5/19
Speed

Thurs.
5/20
Speed

Fri.
5/21
Speed

Thurs.
5/27
Speed

Best of
Month

Jimmy Kite

G/A/F

208.657

30T Jimmy Kite

G/A/F

0.000

31

Nick Firestone

G/A/F

32

Greg Ray

D/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000 223.209 226.085 221.152 221.751 221.790 226.085

33

Roberto Moreno

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000 218.691 219.657 221.147 217.633 218.622 221.147

33T Roberto Moreno

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

34

Jim Guthrie

D/A/tba

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 211.109

35

Steve Knapp

G/A/G

36

Brian Tyler

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 208.792

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 217.623

41T Marco Greco

0.000 213.114 217.187

0.000 221.571 220.572 219.256 221.571

0.000

0.000

202.093 213.843

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 215.079 218.124 217.077 220.453

0.000

0.000

0.000 220.453

0.000

217.014 216.888 217.119 219.261 220.610 222.982 222.734 214.168 222.982

42

John Hollansworth Jr. D/A/F

221.811 220.604 221.669 221.719 222.635 222.783 221.174 219.405 222.783

43

Dave Steele

G/A/G

215.296 219.507 217.218 218.983 219.005

0.000

0.000

0.000 219.507

43T Dave Steele

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

44

D/I/F

0.000

0.000

0.000 219.005 221.609 223.253

0.000

0.000 223.253

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 214.869

90.861 219.963 216.617 221.092 218.920

0.000 221.538

Robbie Buhl

44T Robbie Buhl

D/I/F

46

Mike Groff

D/A/F

50

217.045 221.538

0.000
0.000

0.000
0.000

0.000

Roberto Guerrero

G/I/F

0.000

0.000 218.383

50T Roberto Guerrero

G/I/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

51

D/I/G

221.899 221.413

0.000

0.000 222.778 222.381 146.306

Eddie Cheever Jr.

0.000 223.380 220.821 220.653 215.760 223.380
0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 222.778

51T Eddie Cheever Jr.

D/I/G

52

Wim Eyckmans

D/A/G

52T Wim Eyckmans

G/A/G

0.000

0.000

54

D/A/F

0.000

0.000 189.163 214.342 220.087 136.635 220.881 221.185 221.185

0.000

0.000

Hideshi Matsuda

0.000 221.582

0.000

0.000 222.999 222.883 224.193 222.993 219.047 224.193

217.176 219.909 214.551 217.702 222.327 220.691 222.025 212.515 222.327
0.000

D/A/F

55

Robby McGehee

D/A/F

219.786 221.506 206.820 221.560 224.025

66

109.921

Scott Harrington

D/I/F
D/A/F

81

0.000

0.000

0.000 218.341 213.736

0.000

0.000

54T Hideshi Matsuda

66T Scott Harrington

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000
0.000

0.000
0.000

0.000 218.182
0.000

0.000

0.000 222.447 216.831 224.025

0.000 211.015 216.320 219.528

0.000 219.641

0.000

0.000 218.341

0.000

0.000

220.135 220.686 218.378 220.897 224.042 225.079

0.000

Robby Unser

D/A/F

81T Robby Unser

D/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 212.972

0.000 220.302 225.079

84

Robbie Buhl

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

90

0.000 212.972

0.000 217.035 217.035

Lyn St. James

D/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 214.408 221.719 218.861

0.000 221.719

90T Lyn St. James

D/A/F

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 218.728

91

0.000

0.000

Buddy Lazier

D/A/G

91T Buddy Lazier

D/A/G

92

Johnny Unser

D/A/G

92T Johnny Unser

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

92

Buddy Lazier

D/A/G

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 220.518

0.000

0.000

0.000 220.518

96

Jeret Schroeder

G/I/F

218.654 216.664 217.702

0.000 206.911 220.778 221.043 218.542 221.043

98

Donnie Beechler

D/A/F

218.473

0.000

98T Donnie Beechler

D/A/F

0.000 219.662 217.150 217.134 221.402 219.304 220.924 212.860 221.402

Sam Schmidt

G/A/F

224.405 221.702 220.448 217.538 223.120 224.131 225.468 222.458 225.468

99T Sam Schmidt

G/A/F

99

222.872 220.189

0.000

0.000

0.000 221.970 222.646 224.361 223.314 220.848 224.361

0.000 219.909

0.000

0.000 221.250

218.866 217.707 213.909 217.423 219.968 221.773

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 222.701

0.000 217.066 221.773

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000 218.473

0.000

0.000
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1999 ACCIDENT REPORT
1.

CAR #11
DATE: Sunday, May 16
TIME: 11:35 a.m.
DRIVER: Billy Boat
CAR NAME: A.J. Foyt Racing
CAR CONDITION: Heavy left-side and rear damage
DESCRIPTION: Hit the outside retaining wall in Turn 1. Car performed a
half-spin midway through Turn 1, making heavy contact with the left rear
and the left side of the car. Heavy damage to the left rear and left side of
the car. Boat climbed from the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

2.

CAR #18
DATE: Monday, May 17
TIME: 11:57 a.m.
DRIVER: Mike Borkowski
CAR NAME: PDM Racing
CAR CONDITION: Heavy left-side and rear damage
DESCRIPTION: Car performed a half-spin at the exit of Turn 2, hitting the
outside retaining wall with the left rear and left side of the car. Car slid
backward against the wall, stopping on back straightaway. Heavy damage
to the left rear and left side of the car. Borkowski climbed from the car
without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

3.

CAR #66T
DATE: Monday, May 17
TIME: 1:45 p.m.
DRIVER: Scott Harrington
CAR NAME: Harrington Motorsports
CAR CONDITION: Heavy right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Hit outside retaining wall in Turn 3 with right-front side of
car, slid down track into grass between Turns 3 and 4, climbed track and hit
outside retaining wall at entrance of Turn 4 with right-front side of car. Car
performed 2 1/2 spins after second impact with wall facing backward when
stopping near the exit of Turn 4. Harrington climbed from the car without
assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

4.

CAR #11
DATE: Monday, May 17
TIME: 2:23 p.m.
DRIVER: Billy Boat
CAR NAME: A.J. Foyt Racing
CAR CONDITION: Heavy right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Hit outside retaining wall in Turn 3 with right-front and right
side of car. Car slid down short chute between Turns 3 and 4, stopping in
Turn 4. Smoke poured from rear of car as the car entered Turn 3, before
impact. Boat climbed from the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.
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1999 ACCIDENT REPORT (cont.)
5.

CAR #43
DATE: Wednesday, May 19
TIME: 11:33 a.m.
DRIVER: Dave Steele
CAR NAME: Pennzoil Panther/G Force
CAR CONDITION: Heavy right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Car did a quarter spin in the apex of Turn 1, hit the outside
retaining wall in Turn 1 with left rear of car. Car slid backward along
retaining wall before sliding backward diagonally across track, stopping in
the grass with the tail end of the car against the inside retaining wall in short
chute between Turns 1 and 2.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Examination at Methodist Hospital revealed back
strain and a mild concussion. Steele was not cleared to drive and will be
examined at the Clarian Emergency Medical Center by Dr. Henry Bock.

6.

CAR #20
DATE: Wednesday, May 19
TIME: 12:23 p.m.
DRIVER: Tyce Carlson
CAR NAME: Blueprint-Immke Racing
CAR CONDITION: Light rear wing damage
DESCRIPTION: Car did a half spin and backed lightly into the outside
retaining wall in short chute between Turns 1 and 2. Carlson climbed out of
the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

7.

CAR #28
DATE: Wednesday, May 19
TIME: 4:25 p.m.
DRIVER: Mark Dismore
CAR NAME: MCI WorldCom
CAR CONDITION: Heavy right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Hit the outside retaining wall with the right side of the car in
Turn 1. Car slid to the middle of the track in the short chute between Turns
1 and 2 before climbing up the track and hitting the outside retaining wall
just before Turn 2. Car slid along the outside wall before stopping in Turn 2.
Dismore climbed out of the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

8.

CAR #92
DATE: Thursday, May 20
TIME: 11:57 a.m.
DRIVER: Johnny Unser
CAR NAME: Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet
CAR CONDITION: Heavy right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Brushed wall with right front in Turn 3. The car drifted
down the track in the short chute between the right side of the car. The car
skidded along the wall before stopping along the wall near the exit of Turn
4. Unser climbed out of the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.
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1999 ACCIDENT REPORT (cont.)
9.

CAR #22
DATE: Thursday, May 20
TIME: 5:10 p.m.
DRIVER: Tony Stewart
CAR NAME: The Home Depot
CAR CONDITION: Light right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Tapped outside retaining wall with right side of car in Turn
3, dropped a few feet toward the center of the track before climbing toward
the outside retaining wall in Turn 4 and hitting the wall with the right side of
the car. The car slid to a stop along the wall in Turn 4. Stewart climbed out
of the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

10.

CAR #18
DATE: Friday, May 21
TIME: 11:16 a.m.
DRIVER: Mike Borkowski
CAR NAME: Damon's/Bluegreen/AT&T/Icehouse/Earl's
CAR CONDITION: Moderate left-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Car did a half-spin exiting Turn 2 and hit the outside
retaining wall with the left side of the car. Car did a three-quarter spin after
impact, sliding across the track and stopping in the infield grass pointing
forward. Borkowski climbed out of the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

11.

CAR #10T
DATE: Friday, May 21
TIME: 1:27 p.m.
DRIVER: John Paul Jr.
CAR NAME: Jonathan Byrd's Cafeteria/VisionAire
CAR CONDITION: Heavy left-side and rear damage
DESCRIPTION: Car did a half-spin entering Turn 3 and hit the outside
retaining wall with the left rear of the car. The car slid backward along the
wall and then down the track into the infield grass, performing another half
spin before stopping, facing forward, against the inside retaining wall in the
short chute between Turns 3 and 4. Paul climbed out of the car with
assistance from track safety personnel.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Transported to Methodist Hospital for
precautionary X-rays and further examination after complaining of back
pain. Paul was conscious and alert.

12.

CAR #11
DATE: Saturday, May 22
TIME: 12:50 p.m.
DRIVER: Billy Boat
CAR NAME: A.J. Foyt Racing
CAR CONDITION: Heavy right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Car did a half-spin backward in Turn 2 while low on the
track, slid up track and did a half-spin forward, hitting outside retaining wall
with right side of car. Car slid to a stop. Boat climbed from the car without
assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.
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1999 ACCIDENT REPORT (cont.)
13.

CAR #44
DATE: Saturday, May 22
TIME: 1:03 p.m.
DRIVER: Robbie Buhl
CAR NAME: Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Purex/Dallara/Infiniti
CAR CONDITION: Heavy left-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Car did a half-spin in Turn 1, hitting the outside retaining
wall with left side of car. Buhl climbed from the car without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.

14.

CAR #90T
DATE: Sunday, May 23
TIME: 10:55 a.m.
DRIVER: Lyn St. James
CAR NAME: Garden Fresh Potatoes/Kroger
CAR CONDITION: Moderate right-side damage
DESCRIPTION: Smoke poured from rear of car in Turn 4. Car did a halfspin backward, another half-spin forward and hit the outside retaining wall
in Turn 4 with the right side of the car. Car stopped in the middle of the
track at the start of the front straightaway. St. James climbed from the car
without assistance.
DRIVER'S CONDITION: Evaluated and was released without injury and
cleared to drive.
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OFFICIAL STARTING LINEUP
83RD Indianapolis 500-Mile Race
Sunday, May 30, 1999

SP CAR YR DRIVER

CAR NAME

C/E/T TIME

SPEED

Row 1
1
2
3

5 14W Arie Luyendyk
2
2 Greg Ray
11
2 Billy Boat

4
5
6

32
28
8

4 Robby Gordon
3 Mark Dismore
4 Scott Sharp

7
8
9

99
14
4

2 Sam Schmidt
2 Kenny Brack
8 Scott Goodyear

10
11
12

54
9
42

13
14
15

35
21
20

16
17
18

51
81
6

19
20
21

98
19
96

22
23
24

91
33
22

25
26
27

50
12
55

28
29
30

30
52
92

31
32
33

17
84
3

Sprint PCS/Meijer
Glidden/Menards
A.J. Foyt Racing
Row 2
Glidden/Menards
MCI WorldCom
Delphi Automotive Systems
Row 3
Unistar Auto Insurance
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing

Pennzoil Panther/G Force
Row 4
Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports

3 Hideshi Matsuda
Galles Racing Spinal Conquest
3 Davey Hamilton
R John Hollansworth Jr. Pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara
Row 5
Delco Remy-Thermo Tech-Microphonics-Prolong-G Force
1 Steve Knapp
Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Olds
2 Jeff Ward
1 Tyce Carlson
Pennzoil/Damon's/Bluegreen
Row 6
Team Cheever/The Children's Beverage Group/Dallara
9W Eddie Cheever Jr.
1 Robby Unser
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special
3 Eliseo Salazar
Row 7
Cahill Racing/Big Daddy's BBQ
1 Donnie Beechler
1 Stan Wattles
Metro Racing System/NCLD
Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone
R Jeret Schroeder
Row 8
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
6W Buddy Lazier
1 Roberto Moreno
Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros.
3 Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
Row 9
14 Roberto Guerrero
Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti
Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat
3 Buzz Calkins
R Robby McGehee
Energizer Advanced Formula
Row 10
Alfa Laval-Team Losi-Fast Rod-McCormack Motorsports
1 Jimmy Kite
EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara/Oldsmobile/Goodyear
R Wim Eyckmans
Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet
3 Johnny Unser
Row 11
2 Jack Miller
Dean's Milk Chug
3 Robbie Buhl
A.J. Foyt Racing
10 Raul Boesel
Brant Racing R&S MKV

G/A/F 2:39.873 225.179
D/A/F 2:39.948 225.073
D/A/G 2:41.096 223.469
D/A/F 2:41.387 223.066
D/A/G 2:39.873 225.179
D/A/G 2:41.601 222.771
G/A/F 2:41.628 222.734
D/A/G 2:41.682 222.659
G/A/G 2:41.880 222.387
D/A/F 2:43.533 220.139
D/A/G 2:42.260 221.866
D/A/F 2:42.383 221.698
G/A/G 2:42.527 221.502
D/A/G 2:42.629 221.363
D/A/F 2:42.659 221.322
D/I/G 2:42.664 221.315
D/A/F 2:42.672 221.304
G/A/F 2:42.701 221.265
D/A/F 2:41.628 222.734
D/A/G 2:43.019 220.833
G/I/F 2:43.083 220.747
D/A/G 2:43.102 220.721
G/A/G 2:43.114 220.705
D/A/G 2:43.152 220.653
G/I/F 2:43.281 220.479
G/A/F 2:43.416 220.297
D/A/F 2:43.533 220.139
G/A/F 2:43.564 220.097
D/A/G 2:43.568 220.092
D/A/G 2:42.751 221.197
D/A/G 2:43.431 220.276
D/A/G 2:41.387 223.066
R/A/G 2:43.561 220.101

1999 33-Car Field Average: 221.558; 1998 33-Car Field Average: 218.305; Difference: +3.253
Legend: R-Rookie (4); W-Former Winner (3)
Chassis Legend: D-Dallara (22); G-G Force (10); R-Riley & Scott (1)
Engine Legend: A-Oldsmobile Aurora (30); I-Infiniti Indy (3)
Tire Legend: F-Firestone (15); G-Goodyear (18)
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NUMERICAL STARTING LINEUP
1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500
Sunday, May 30, 1999
Car

SP

YR Driver

2

2

2 Greg Ray

3

33

10 Raul Boesel

4

9

5

1 14 W Arie Luyendyk

6

18

8 Scott Goodyear

P.R. REPRESENTATIVE C/E/T

Time

Speed

2:39.948 225.073

Laz Denes

D/A/F

Bruce Kempton

R/A/G 2:43.561 220.101

Jana Griffith

G/A/G 2:41.880 222.387

Michael Knight

G/A/F 2:39.873 225.179

LeeAnne Nash

G/A/F 2:42.701 221.265

4 Scott Sharp

Laura Hagen

D/A/G 2:41.601 222.771

3 Davey Hamilton

Cori Galles

D/A/G 2:42.260 221.866

2 Billy Boat

Becky Baranouski

D/A/G 2:41.096 223.469

3 Eliseo Salazar

8

6

9

11

11

3

12

26

3 Buzz Calkins

Jim Dinsmore

G/A/F 2:43.416 220.297

14

8

2 Kenny Brack

David Greer

D/A/G 2:41.682 222.659

17

31

2 Jack Miller

Andy Card

D/A/G 2:43.431 220.276

19

20

1 Stan Wattles

Amy Textor

D/A/G 2:43.019 220.833

20

15

1 Tyce Carlson

Jeff Dickerson

D/A/F

21

14

2 Jeff Ward

David Reininger

D/A/G 2:42.629 221.363

22

24

3 Tony Stewart

Judy Kouba-Dominick

D/A/G 2:43.152 220.653

28

5

3 Mark Dismore

Laura Hagen

D/A/G 2:41.462 222.963

30

28

1 Jimmy Kite

Felicia McCormack

G/A/F 2:43.564 220.097

32

4

4 Robby Gordon

Kinnon Marshall

D/A/F

33

23

1 Roberto Moreno

Arlene Wanninger

G/A/G 2:43.114 220.705

35

13

1 Steve Knapp

Ken Severson

42

12

R John Hollansworth Jr. Bill Barnett

50

25

14 Roberto Guerrero

51

16

52

29

54

10

3 Hideshi Matsuda

Greg Beck

D/A/F

2:42.115 222.065

55

27

R Robby McGehee

Greg Hoover

D/A/F

2:43.533 220.139

81

17

1 Robby Unser

Greg Paull

D/A/F

2:42.672 221.304

84

32

3 Robbie Buhl

Robbie Buhl

D/A/G 2:43.551 220.115

91

22

6 W Buddy Lazier

Diane Giese

D/A/G 2:43.102 220.721

92

30

3 Johnny Unser

Diane Giese

D/A/G 2:42.751 221.197

96

21

R Jeret Schroeder

Linda Mansfield

G/I/F

2:43.083 220.747

98

19

1 Donnie Beechler

Mack McClellan

D/A/F

2:42.728 221.228

99

7

2 Sam Schmidt

Ruthie Culbertson

G/A/F 2:41.628 222.734

2:42.659 221.322

2:41.387 223.066

G/A/G 2:42.527 221.502
D/A/F

2:42.383 221.698

Charissa Cobb

G/I/F

2:43.281 220.479

9 W Eddie Cheever Jr.

Krista Riley

D/I/G

2:42.664 221.315

R Wim Eyckmans

Krista Riley

D/A/G 2:43.568 220.092

1999 33-Car Field Average: 221.558 1998 33-Car Field Average: 218.305 Difference: +3.253
Legend: R-Rookie (4); W-Former Winner (3)
Chassis Legend: D-Dallara (22); G-G Force (10); R-Riley & Scott (1)
Engine Legend: A-Oldsmobile Aurora (30); I-Infiniti Indy (3)
Tire Legend: F-Firestone (15); G-Goodyear (18)
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1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500
Pit Lane Assignments
Sunday, May 30, 1999
PIT CAR
YR DRIVER
CAR NAME
1
--------- Empty Pit --------2
5
14 W Arie Luyendyk
Sprint PCS/Meijer
3
99
2 Sam Schmidt
Unistar Auto Insurance
4
28
3 Mark Dismore
MCI WorldCom
5
8
4 Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
6
20
1 Tyce Carlson
Pennzoil/Damon's/Bluegreen
7
54
3 Hideshi Matsuda
Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports
8
32
4 Robby Gordon
Glidden/Menards
9
2
2 Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
--------- Gasoline Alley --------10
4
8 Scott Goodyear
Pennzoil Panther/G Force
11
14
2 Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
12
11
2 Billy Boat
A.J. Foyt Racing
14
84
3 Robbie Buhl
A.J. Foyt Racing
15
21
2 Jeff Ward
Yahoo/Merchant Online/Dallara/Olds
16
9
3 Davey Hamilton
Galles Racing Spinal Conquest
17
--------- ABC Sports --------18
--------- Indy Racing League --------19
42
R John Hollansworth Jr. pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara
20
81
1 Robby Unser
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
21
6
3 Eliseo Salazar
FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special
22
98
1 Donnie Beechler
Cahill Racing/Big Daddy's BBQ
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
23
91
6 W Buddy Lazier
Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet
24
92
3 Johnny Unser
25
33
1 Roberto Moreno
Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros.
26
22
3 Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
Delco Remy/Thermo Tech/Microphonics/Prolong/G Force
27
35
1 Steve Knapp
--------- Pit Opening --------Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara
28
51
9 W Eddie Cheever Jr.
29
12
3 Buzz Calkins
Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat
30
17
2 Jack Miller
Dean’s Milk Chug
EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara/Oldsmobile/Goodyear
31
52
R Wim Eyckmans
32
3
10 Raul Boesel
Brant Racing R&S MKV
33
55
R Robby McGehee
Energizer Advanced Formula
Alfa Laval/Team Losi/Fast Rod/McCormack/Haas CNC
34
30
1 Jimmy Kite
35
50
14 Roberto Guerrero
Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti
Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone
36
96
R Jeret Schroeder
37
19
1 Stan Wattles
Metro Racing Systems/NCLD

C/E/T TIME

SPEED

G/A/F
G/A/F
D/A/G
D/A/G
D/A/F
D/A/F
D/A/F
D/A/F

2:39.873
2:41.628
2:41.462
2:41.601
2:42.659
2:42.115
2:41.387
2:39.948

225.179
222.734
222.963
222.771
221.322
222.065
223.066
225.073

G/A/G
D/A/G
D/A/G
D/A/G
D/A/G
D/A/G

2:41.880
2:41.682
2:41.096
2:43.551
2:42.629
2:42.260

222.387
222.659
223.469
220.115
221.363
221.866

D/A/F
D/A/F
G/A/F
D/A/F
D/A/G
D/A/G
G/A/G
D/A/G
G/A/G

2:42.383
2:42.672
2:42.701
2:42.728
2:43.102
2:42.751
2:43.114
2:43.152
2:42.527

221.698
221.304
221.265
221.228
220.721
221.197
220.705
220.653
221.502

D/I/G
G/A/F
D/A/G
D/A/G
R/A/G
D/A/F
G/A/F
G/I/F
G/I/F
D/A/G

2:42.664
2:43.416
2:43.431
2:43.568
2:43.561
2:43.533
2:43.564
2:43.281
2:43.083
2:43.019

221.315
220.297
220.276
220.092
220.101
220.139
220.097
220.479
220.747
220.833

1999 33-Car Field Average: 221.558 1998 33-Car Field Average: 218.305 Difference: +3.253
Legend: R-Rookie (4); W-Former Winner (3)
Chassis Legend: D-Dallara (22); G-G Force (10); R-Riley & Scott (1)
Engine Legend: A-Oldsmobile Aurora (30); I-Infiniti Indy (3)
Tire Legend: F-Firestone (15); G-Goodyear (18)
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1999 RACE DAY PIT CREWS
CAR DRIVER

GAR PIT TEAM MANAGER

CHIEF MECHANIC

RIGHT FRONT

John O'Gara
Beech Grove, Ind.

John O'Gara
Beech Grove, Ind.

2

G. Ray

B-24

9

3

R. Boesel

B-5

32 Mark Scott
Indianapolis

Tony Kenter
Indianapolis

Tony Kenter
Indianapolis

4

S. Goodyear

C-22

10 John Barnes
Indianapolis

Kevin Blanch
Yorktown, Ind.

Kevin Blanch
Yorktown, Ind.

5

A. Luyendyk

B-9

2

Skip Faul
Orange, Calif.

Skip Faul
Orange, Calif.

Skip Faul
Orange, Calif.

6

E. Salazar

C-28

2

Larry Nash
Lebanon, Ind.

Don Basala
Plainfield, Ind.

Don Basala
Plainfield, Ind.

8

S. Sharp

A-12

5

David Cripps
England

Mike Horvath
Seattle

Mike Horvath
Seattle

9

D. Hamilton

A-14

16 Darren Russell
Albuquerque, N.M.

Darren Russell
Albuquerque, N.M.

Darren Russell
Albuquerque, N.M.

11

B. Boat

A-1

12 Tommy LaMance
Houston

Craig Baranouski
Coldwater, Mich.

Craig Baranouski
Coldwater, Mich.

12

B. Calkins

B-32

29 Mike Collier
United Kingdom

Todd Tapply
Denver

Todd Tapply
Denver

14

K. Brack

A-4

11 Tommy LaMance
Houston

Bill Spencer
Brenham, Texas

Bill Spencer
Brenham, Texas

17

J. Miller

C-13

30 Larry Curry
Cincinnati

Derrick Stepan
Cypress, Texas

John Roof
Indianapolis

19

S. Wattles

B-21

37 Greg Wattles
Clay City, Ill.

John West
England

John West
England

20

T. Carlson

A-22

6

Jimmy Pinkley
Indianapolis

Jimmy Pinkley
Indianapolis

21

J. Ward

A-18

15 Jack Pegues
Los Angeles

Mitch Davis
Huntington, Pa.

Jack Pegues
Los Angeles

22

T. Stewart

C-15

26 Larry Curry
Cincinnati

Rob Grossman
Milford, Ohio

Bill Harmon
Big Timber, Mont.

28

M. Dismore

A-9

4

Ronald Heck
St. Paul, Minn.

Ronald Heck
St. Paul, Minn.

30

J. Kite

A-6

34 Brad McCanless
Park Ridge, Ill.

Brad McCanless
Park Ridge, Ill.

Phil McRoberts
New Zealand
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Thomas Knapp
E. Lansing, Mich.

Robb Yankauskas
Indianapolis

Lead Mechanic
Rick Rodee
Chicago

1999 RACE DAY PIT CREWS
RIGHT REAR

LEFT FRONT

LEFT REAR

FUELER

VENT/AIR JACK

Gary Pennison Jr.
E. Lansing, Mich.

Chris Sumner
Phoenix

Paul Taylor
England

Gary Pennison Sr.
E. Lansing, Mich.

Matt Hammond
Vancouver, Wash.

Chris Nott
England

Bill Blakely
Indianapolis

Lorne Banks
Canada

Junious Matthews
Grand Island, Neb.

Denny Jamison
Indianapolis

Bobby Grubbs
Indianapolis

Keith Jones
Nashville, Ind.

Chris Welch
Indianapolis

Tom Howatt
Indianapolis

Steven Namisnak
Indianapolis

Jamie Nanny
Indianapolis

Rick Hurford
El Toro, Calif.

Adam Erwin
Doylestown, Pa.

Ted Bitting
Des Moines, Iowa

Mike Battersby
Adrian, Mich.

Mark Slayton
Indianapolis

John Ehrie
Lebanon, Ind.

Steve Dunlap
Indianapolis

Bob Meyer
San Clemente, Calif.

Stephen Bynum
Indianapolis

Sean Birmingham
Indianapolis

Gary Olszewski
Philadelphia

Ron Hornung
Tippecanoe, Ind.

Don William
Los Angeles

Robert Perez
Denver

Russ Marr
Albuquerque, N.M.

Donnie Miller
Steve Esqueda
Albuquerque, N.M. Albuquerque, N.M.

Paul Hennessy
Albuquerque, N.M.

Tim McRee
Albuquerque, N.M.

Mike Tanner
Salt Lake City

Dwayne Spiwiell
Houston

Clint Rausch
Phoenix

Glenn Wheeler
Indianapolis

Kevin Murray
Waller, Texas

Don Shaver
Phoenix

Mark Lubin
Ventura, Calif.

Ken Johnson
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Rick Hansing
Elkhart, Ind.

Kevin Fox
New York

Wayne Gape
Waller, Texas

Dan Hives
Arlington, Texas

Bill Davis
Monterey, Calif.

Brett Barnhart
Indianapolis

David Milby
Houston

Buddy Urbanski
Chicago

Richard Fried
Indianapolis

Jason King
Indianapolis

Russell Grosshom
Indianapolis

Derrick Stepan
Cypress, Texas

Mark Lamb
Rushville, Ind.

Matt LoBrutto
Kori Matthews
Port St. Lucie, Fla. Hinsdale, Ill.

Greg Martin
New Zealand

Bruce Thompson
Michigan City, Ind.

Tracy Hash
Indianapolis

Mike Alessi
Las Vegas

Jeff Howerton
Indianapolis

Tom Beaudry
Speedway, Ind.

Derek Branch
Indianapolis

Rusty Sheldon
Vincennes, Ind.

Brad Brewer
Indianapolis

Jason Sheets
Indianapolis

Roy McAdams
Cedar Crest, N.M.

Wayne Selman
Indianapolis

Trevor Jackson
Nazareth, Pa.

Bill Curry
Cincinnati

Steve Turner
Indianapolis

Dennis Weeks
Indianapolis

Rob Grossman
Milford, Ohio

John Crow
Long Beach, Calif.

Scott Erickson
Seattle

Eric Scott
Athens, Ga.

Les Huntley
Renwick, Iowa

Jeff Darks
Arlington, Tenn.

Kevin Miller
Speedway, Ind.

Rick Clements
Chicago

Russ Glashan
Las Vegas

Carlos Fernandes
South China

Mark Sampson
Dayton, Ohio
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1999 RACE DAY PIT CREWS
CAR DRIVER

GAR

PIT TEAM MANAGER

RIGHT FRONT

Dave Forbes
Santa Ana, Calif.

Dave Forbes
Santa Ana, Calif.

32

R. Gordon

B-26

8

33

R. Moreno

B-30

25 Laurie Gerrish
Denver

Joe Wanninger
Woodland Park, Colo.

Brian Heriza
Denver

35

S. Knapp

A-27

35 Buddy Recinio
Indianapolis

Chuck Buckman
Phoenix

Pat Chaver
Indianapolis

42

J. Hollansworth Jr.

C-5

19 John Lopes
Garland, Texas

50

R. Guerrero

C-11

35 Will Moody
Bailey, Colo.

Rob Stark
Rancho Cucamonga,
Calif.
Phil Spano
Denver

Rob Stark
Rancho Cucamonga,
Calif.
Will Moody
Bailey, Colo.

51

E. Cheever Jr.

B-1

28 Dick Caron
Saratoga Spgs, N.Y.

Owen Snyder
Janesville, Wis

Owen Snyder
Janesville, Wis.

52

W. Eyckmans

B-3

31 Dick Caron
Saratoga Spgs, N.Y.

Dane Harte
New Zealand

Dane Harte
New Zealand

54

H. Matsuda

A-24

7

Tom Bose
Brownsburg, Ind.

Mike Anderson
New Zealand

55

R. McGehee

A-30

33 Linda Conti
Detroit

Steve Fried
Mentor, Ohio

Steve Fried
Mentor, Ohio

81

R. Unser

C-30

81 Greg Paull
Indianapolis

John King
Sodus, Mich.

Wayne Edwards
Sheperdsville, Ky.

84

R. Buhl

A-3

14 Jeff Sinden
Tucson, Ariz.

Rod Behlke
Eau Claire, Wis.

Rod Behlke
Eau Claire, Wis.

91

B. Lazier

C-19

23 Lee Kunzman
Guttenberg, Iowa

Dennis LaCava
Danbury, Conn.

Dennis LaCava
Danbury, Conn.

92

J. Unser

C-21

24 Lee Kunzman
Guttenburg, Iowa

Scott Marks
Dayton, Ohio

John Worth
Mooresville, Ind.

96

J. Schroeder

C-10

36 Walter Preston
Grandville, Ohio

Dave Meehan
Southampton, N.Y.

Dave Meehan
Southampton, N.Y.

98

D. Beechler

C-7

22 Mack McClellan
Dayton, Ohio

Gilbert Lage
Indianapolis

Gilbert Lage
Indianapolis

99

S. Schmidt

B-12

3

Tony Van Dongen
England

Clark Drake
Lomita, Calif.
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Dan Miller
Lebanon, Ind.

CHIEF MECHANIC

Greg Beck
Brownsburg, Ind.

Skip Faul
Orange, Calif.

1999 RACE DAY PIT CREWS
RIGHT REAR

LEFT FRONT

LEFT REAR

FUELER

VENT/AIR JACK

Walt Virak
Temecula, Calif.

Dan Miller
Lebanon, Ind.

Johnny Kaiser
Arcadia, Calif.

Randy Rodriguez
Dana Point, Calif.

Lloyd Butfoy
Tustin, Calif.

Chandler Bruening
Anthony Tomasi
Colorado Spgs, Colo. Centereach, N.Y.

Bill Winkelblech
Joe Wanninger
Colorado Spgs, Colo. Woodland Park, Colo.

William Patterson
Colorado Spgs, Colo.

Danny Crower
San Diego

Matt Watson
Indianapolis

Tom Johansen
Indianapolis

Norm Johnson
Indianapolis

Chuck Buckman
Phoenix

Don Textor
San Clemente, Calif.

Ray Sorenson
Mundelein, Ill.

Tommy O'Brien
Garland, Texas

Steve Sharp
Indianapolis

Danny Hunter
Dallas

Craig Hurst
Denver

Steve Carpenter
Denver

Brian Richie
Golden, Colo.

Caton Cobb
Golden, Colo.

Phil Spano
Denver

Robin Boling
Lockhart, Texas

Rick Schuppan
St. Louis

Gary Frost
Romeo, Mich.

David Bishop
Eau Claire, Mich.

Rob Channel
Altoona, Iowa

Cory Hoonoudt
Adrian, Mich.

Mick Austin
Scotland

Chris Messa
Doylestown, Pa.

Lance Gibbs
New Zealand

Pat Scott
Des Moines, Iowa

Kevin Connley
Speedway, Ind.

Doug Barnes
Indianapolis

Rusty Hurford
Martinsville, Ind.

Tom Bose
Brownsburg, Ind.

Doug Hardwick
Fishers, Ind.

Troy Stevens
San Francisco

Bill Cavanagh
Brownsburg, Ind.

Geoff Butcher
Indianapolis

Greg Hoover
St. Louis

Tim Landon
Brownsburg, Ind.

Terry Wilbert
Louisville, Ky.

Jason Greg
Camden, Ohio

John Riser
Indianapolis

Kevin Quick
Indianapolis

Jeremy Milless
Columbus, Ohio

Ron Smith
Indianapolis

Bob Kernodle
Indianapolis

Don Jones
Indianapolis

Jeff Collins
Zionsville, Ind.

John Slater
Muskegon, Mich.

Gary Miller
Indianapolis

Brandon Andrus
Indianapolis

Lindsay Hollard
Indianapolis

Greg Garnett
Brownsburg, Ind.

Jeff Roylance
Indianapolis

Scott Marks
Dayton, Ohio

Mike Smith
Indianapolis

Rodney Garnett
Avon, Ind.

Pete Clemens
Brian Hornick
White Bear Lake, Minn. Danville, Ind.

Mark Schoman
New York

John Prililea
Denver

Mike Rutkauskus
Kennewick, Wash.

Ken Bowie
Florida

Larry Rutkauskus
Kennewick, Wash.

Bill Wharton
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Kevin Hertle
Rob Long
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Rudy Cahill
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Jim Sermons
Dallas

Rick Duman
Indianapolis

Grant Haughawout Pete Bitting
Indianapolis
Des Moines, Iowa

Dave Morgan
Indianapolis

Tony Van Dongen
England
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY
Good morning.
Anton H. (Tony) George, president of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
members of the Hulman family and the entire Speedway staff welcome you to the
start of the 83rd running of the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race.
***
Order of the Day:
5 a.m.
Public gates open, all stands open
8 a.m.
Spectacle of the Bands, race supplies in the pits
8:30 a.m.
Race cars in the pits/apron
9:40 a.m.
“On the Banks of the Wabash,” Purdue Band; race cars to the
starting positions
9:44 a.m.
“The 500,” Purdue Band directed by William Moffit
9:47 a.m.
Festival Caravan -- Festival Directors with princesses and Marion
County Sheriff Motorcycle drill team
10 a.m.
Engine warm-up
10:06 a.m.
Engine warm-up completed
10:07 a.m.
Race car fueling
10:11 a.m.
“I’m Proud to be an American,” Lee Greenwood
10:15 a.m.
Driver introductions, Michael Buffer
10:37 a.m.
“America the Beautiful,” Florence Henderson
10:40 a.m.
Color Guard in position; National Anthem, CeCe Winans; fly-over
by B-2 bomber
10:41 a.m.
Invocation, Billy Graham
10:45 a.m.
“Taps,” Purdue Band; fly-over by F-14 fighters
10:48 a.m.
“Back Home Again in Indiana,” Jim Nabors; and Balloon Spectacle
10:51 a.m.
Command “Gentlemen, Start Your Engines”
10:53 a.m.
2000 Chevrolet Monte Carlo driven by comedian Jay Leno leads
the field on two parade laps and one pace lap.
rd
11 a.m.
Start of the 83 Indianapolis 500
***
The Speedway’s Trackside Report Information system will provide you with
information throughout and after the race, including race running, statistical and
scoring information, records and the unofficial and final boxscores. Prize money will
be announced at the Victory Celebration Monday night.
***
th
The 84 running of the Indianapolis 500 is scheduled for Sunday, May 28,
2000. Ticket information is on pages 20-21 of the 1999 Indianapolis 500 official
program.
***
The 33-car starting field, aligned in 11 rows of three, will make two parade
laps before the official pace lap. The chief starter is Bryan Howard. The honorary
starter, who will wave the green flag to start the race, is Jim Postl, president and
chief operating officer of Pennzoil.
***
Comedian Jay Leno, host of NBC’s “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” will
drive the 2000 Chevrolet Monte Carlo Pace Car for the start of the “500.” On yellowlight situations, Don Bailey will be the driver with Jim Haynes as pace-car observer.
Under the caution, cars will close up behind the pace car.
***
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY (cont.):
The Indy Racing League has established a pit-road speed of 80 mph.
***
The “500” is being televised live by ABC Sports and available to countries
around the world. The Indy Racing Radio Network will broadcast the race to more
than 550 stations around the United States and on Armed Forces Radio.
***
Many Indy Racing League drivers and crew members were honored with
special awards Saturday during the driver’s meeting for the Indianapolis 500 in
Victory Circle at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
The awards, with winners:
Scott Brayton Driver’s Trophy: Eliseo Salazar, Nienhouse Motorsports.
Salazar earned $25,000 and crystal trophy designed and produced by
Tiffany’s for exemplifying the character and racing spirit of late driver Scott Brayton.
PPG Pole Award: Arie Luyendyk, Treadway Racing
Luyendyk earned $100,000 and a trophy for winning the pole. PPG
Industries, Inc. also presented a commemorative gold ring to all 33 starters.
True Value Pole Winning Chief Mechanic Award: Skip Faul, Treadway
Racing.
Faul earned $10,000 for helping to tune Arie Luyendyk to the pole.
Clint Brawner Mechanical Excellence Award: Kevin Hertle, Cahill
Racing.
Hertle, chief mechanic for Donnie Beechler, earned $5,000 and a trophy
from Firestone for showing the mechanical skill, perseverance, dedication and
enthusiasm of legendary Indy 500 mechanic Brawner.
Snap-on/Championship Association of Mechanics Top Wrench Award:
Rob Stark, TeamXtreme.
Stark, chief mechanic for rookie John Hollansworth Jr., earned $5,000 for
displaying mechanical excellence during practice and qualifications this month.
STP Unsung Hero Award: Leo Mehl, Indianapolis Motor Speedway vice
president and Indy Racing League executive director.
1998 Indianapolis 500 champion Eddie Cheever Jr. received a miniature
replica of the Borg-Warner Trophy from the Borg-Warner Automotive Company and
a plaque featuring a replica of the winner’s bottle of milk from the American Dairy
Association.
***
In addition to the awards bestowed at the driver’s meeting, the Louis
Schwitzer Award was presented Friday to Gian Paolo Dallara, president and owner
of Dallara Automobili S.r.l., for improvements to the Dallara chassis used in the Indy
Racing League. Dallara was awarded $5,000, and his name will appear on a
permanent trophy in the Speedway’s Hall of Fame Museum. The award is named in
honor of automotive pioneer Louis Schwitzer.
***
Shav Glick, longtime motorsports writer for the Los Angeles Times, was the
rd
most honored writer in the 33 annual STP/AARWBA Writing, Broadcast and
Photography. Glick won a first place in the News Writing category, second in Feature
Writing and third in Column Writing. Results were announced Saturday.
***
The race becomes official after 101 laps.
***
Longtime Indianapolis 500 official Ted Lake is missing his first “500” in 66
years, due to illness.
***
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DAY 11 -- SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 -- RACE DAY (cont.):
The 1982 Indianapolis 500, featuring Gordon Johncock’s thrilling victory
over Rick Mears, was selected as the greatest Indianapolis 500 by a panel of 14
veteran journalists and historians.
The ’82 “500” was the only race listed on every ballot and received six firstplace votes in the balloting, presented by PowerTeam.
***
Netoy.com will serve as an associate sponsor of Team Cheever ownerdriver Eddie Cheever Jr. during today’s race. Netoy.com, based in Largo, Fla., is a
leading online retailer of toys and collectibles.
***
Pole sitter Arie Luyendyk was named the PPG Colorful Character of the
83rd Indianapolis 500.
The award, created in 1995, recognizes members of the racing community
who add color, style, personality and fun to the series.
PPG is the Pole Award sponsor for this event and all other events in the
Indy Racing League.
***
Cole Bros. Bottled Water will serve as an associate sponsor of Metro
Racing Systems driver-owner Stan Wattles during today’s race.
***
Mark Kintgen, wounded in the Columbine High School shooting last month
in Littleton, Colo., will be the guest of Bradley Motorsports and driver Buzz Calkins in
the pits today.
Mark, an avid Indy Racing fan, will be joined by his twin brother, Mike, and
parents Dale and Kay. The brothers will watch their first Indy 500 on their 18th
birthday today.
***
Color changes: The sidepods on the car driven by #84 Robbie Buhl are
Coyote red, with Harrah’s lettering. The lower portion of the sidepods on the car
driven by #32 Gordon are blue, distinguishing it from the other Glidden/Menards car
driven by #2 Greg Ray.
***
The numbers behind Tony Stewart’s “Double Duty” today, racing in the
Indianapolis 500 and the NASCAR Winston Cup Coca-Cola 600 this evening in
Charlotte, N.C.:
•600 laps, or 1,110 miles for Stewart to drive his two The Home Depot cars.
•5,208 nautical miles to fly, among 14 legs between Charlotte and
Indianapolis, this month.
•Three planes, two helicopters, eight golf carts, four cars and one Navigator
transporter to move Stewart and the team between Indianapolis and Charlotte.
•One helicopter loaned from NASCAR driver Rusty Wallace, ensuring
Stewart can land in the Charlotte infield as quickly as possible.
•51 people comprising the logistics team to move Stewart between Indy
and Charlotte.
•12 Nextel two-way radio-phones among the logistics team.
•12 PowerBars, six PowerGels and eight 20-ounce bottles of Powerade will
be available to Stewart on the flight between Indianapolis and Charlotte.
***
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY (cont.):
PRE-RACE
10:45 a.m. -- Air temperature 85 degrees, track temperature 111 degrees,
according to Firestone engineers.
10:50 a.m. -- Weather at Indianapolis International Airport: 76 degrees, 59
percent humidity, southeast winds at 7 mph.
10:51 a.m. -- Speedway Chairman Mari Hulman George gives “Gentlemen,
start your engines” command. All 33 cars on grid fired and running immediately after
command.
10:52 a.m. -- Cars roll from grid for first parade lap. #17 Jack Miller stalled
on grid.
10:53 a.m. -- Engine for #17 Jack Miller fired, then stalls.
10:54 a.m. -- Crew attempts to push-start #17 Miller on front straightaway.
Car pushed to the inside of front straightaway. Crew pushes car down front
straightaway. Clutch problem.
Second parade lap -- #17 Miller pushed to pits. Spray reported from rear of
#8 Sharp. #8 Sharp slows in deceleration lane, enter pits to fix radio problem.
RACE RUNNING:
Lap 1: GREEN. #5 Luyendyk leads in Turn 1. #8 Sharp leaves pits after 13second stop, back to track. #5 Luyendyk, #2 Ray side-by-side down front straight.
First lap leader’s speed: 199.397 mph.
Lap 2: #5 Luyendyk keeps lead in Turn 1. Luyendyk leads #2 Ray by .518
of a second. #32 Gordon falls from fourth to sixth.
Lap 3: #5 Luyendyk leads #2 Ray by .266 of a second.
JAY LENO (Pace car driver): “This was great. It was fun! It was just like
driving down the L.A. expressway.”
-- This is the fifth consecutive year that the field came to the line for the start
without a full field of 33 cars, as #17 Jack Miller and #8 Scott Sharp failed to take the
green.
-- Arie Luyendyk led the opening lap, the first time that the oldest driver has
led the race since Al Unser in 1993. Luyendyk is the oldest driver in the field at age
45.
Lap 7: #17 Miller fired and ready to leave pits.
Lap 9: YELLOW. #6 Salazar crashed in Turn 2. Car started to slide
sideways in Turn 2, backed into outside wall with right rear wheel, slid across track
and hit wall with right side of car.
Lap 10: #3 Boesel to pits, four tires fuel, 21 seconds. #92 J. Unser to
garage.
Lap 12: #96 Schroeder, #30 Kite collide when Kite exits, Schroeder enters
pit stall. Collision forces car into stall of #55 McGehee, hitting front right tire changer
on McGehee’s car. #30 Kite stalls in pit lane after collision. Long stop for #92 J.
Unser, team working on brake problems. #17 Miller to pits, mechanical problem. #92
J. Unser towed to garage. #8 Sharp to pits, fuel, nine seconds.
Lap 14: #33 Moreno to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 15: GREEN. #5 Luyendyk leads #2 Ray into Turn 1. #30 Kite still in pits
with broken right steering arm. Crew replacing broken steering arm.
th
Lap 18: #21 Ward up to sixth after starting 14 .
Lap 19: #5 Luyendyk leads #2 Ray by .848 of a second.
Lap 20: Leaders -- #5 Luyendyk, #2 Ray, #14 Brack, #11 Boat, #28
Dismore, #21 Ward, #51 Cheever, #4 Goodyear, #99 Schmidt, #54 Matsuda.
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director: #6 Eliseo
Salazar was evaluated and released in good condition from the Clarian Emergency
Medical Center.
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
Lap 24: #19 Wattles to pits, four tires and fuel, wicker-bill change.
Lap 26: #17 Miller to pits, four tires, fuel, wicker-bill change. Car stalls on
exit three times. Leader #5 Luyendyk weaving through lapped traffic. #17 Miller, #30
Kite leave pits after long stops.
Pit report: Treadway Racing crew reported that #5 Luyendyk will pit on Lap
30, teammate #99 Schmidt on Lap 35.
Lap 29: #91 Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds.
Lap 30: #81 R. Unser to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds.
Lap 31: #14 Brack, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds. #11 Boat to pits, four tires,
fuel, 18 seconds..
JOHNNY UNSER: “It’s very strange. I’m going crazy here. It appears we
have a problem with our seals.”
Lap 32: #21 Ward to pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #32 Gordon to pits,
four tires, fuel, 21 seconds. #30 Kite pushed to Gasoline Alley. #20 Carlson to pits,
four tires, fuel, 14 seconds. #98 Beechler to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #51
Cheever to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds.
Lap 33: Leader #5 Luyendyk to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds. #2 Ray
takes lead. #2 Ray to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds.#17 Miller pushed down pit
road toward garage. #9 Hamilton to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #42
Hollansworth to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #28 Dismore to pits, four tires, fuel,
28 seconds.
Lap 34: #99 Schmidt takes lead. #52 Eyckmans to pits, four tires, fuel, 15
seconds. #84 Buhl to pits, four tires, fuel, 17 seconds.
Lap 35: #35 Knapp to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds.
Lap 35: YELLOW. #54 Matsuda stalls in short chute between Turns 3 and
4. Apparently out of fuel. Second yellow of race.
Lap 37: #50 Guerrero stalls on back straightaway. Car ran out of fuel, crew
reported. #3 Boesel to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #12 Calkins to pits, four tires,
fuel, 20 seconds. #22 Stewart to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #8 Sharp to pits,
four tires, fuel, 11 seconds. #99 Schmidt to pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds.
Lap 38: #33 Moreno to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #55 McGehee to
pits, four tires, fuel, 24 seconds. #96 Schroeder to pits, four tires, fuel, 24 seconds.
#5 Luyendyk takes lead.
Lap 39: #50 Guerrero to pits, four tires, fuel, 48 seconds.
Lap 40: GREEN. #5 Luyendyk leads. #12 Calkins slow on restart. Car broke
gearbox on restart, team public relations representative Jim Dinsmore reported.
Leader summary:
Laps 1-32: #5 Luyendyk
Lap 33: #2 Ray
Laps 34-37: #99 Schmidt
Lap 38: #5 Luyendyk
Lap 45: #2 Ray passes #5 Luyendyk for lead.
JACK MILLER: “You can get the car in gear, but when you get off the
throttle it comes out. It’s a shame because the car has been running great all week.
Hopefully we can get back out there today.”
Lap 48: #2 Ray leads #5 Luyendyk by .330 seconds.
Lap 50: Leaders -- #2 Ray, #5 Luyendyk, #99 Schmidt, #14 Brack, #22 Stewart, #55
McGehee, #33 Moreno, #51 Cheever, #81 R. Unser, #4 Goodyear.
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DAY 11 -- SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 -- RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
-- #99 Schmidt took lead from #2 Ray on Lap 34, his first lap led at
Indianapolis. He became the 168th driver to lead a lap in the 83-year history
of this race.
Lap 53: #30 Kite back on track.
Lap 56: #14 Brack up to second place, .882 of a second behind #2 Ray.
Lap 57: #42 Hollansworth to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds.
Lap 59: #81 R. Unser to pits, four tires, fuel, 42 seconds. #20 Carlson to
pits, four tires, fuel, 18 seconds.
Lap 60: #21 Ward to pits, four tires, fuel, front-wing adjustment, 18 seconds.
#14 Brack takes lead. Leaders -- #14 Brack, #2 Ray, #5 Luyendyk, #99 Schmidt, #22
Stewart, #55 McGehee, #33 Moreno, #51 Cheever, #4 Goodyear. #19 Wattles out of
car. Car pushed to garage.
ELISEO SALAZAR: “It pushed. I tried to compensate. I got loose. I went
into the inside wall. It was my mistake.”
Lap 61: #91 Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds.
Lap 63: YELLOW. #99 Schmidt hits wall in Turn 1. Schmidt does quarterspin in Turn 1, hits wall with rear of car, slides along wall backward, does half-spin,
stops in short chute pointing forward in short chute between Turns 1 and 2. Schmidt
slams dashboard in disgust, exits car without assistance.
Leader summary:
Laps 1-32: #5 Luyendyk
Lap 33: #2 Ray
Laps 34-37: #99 Schmidt
Lap 38-44: #5 Luyendyk
Lap 45-59: #2 Ray
Lap 60-63: #14 Brack
Lap 64: #14 Brack to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds. #11 Boat to pits, four
tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #84 Buhl to pits, four tires, fuel, 17 seconds. #22 Stewart to
pits, four tires, fuel, handling adjustment, 30 seconds. Stewart crew adjusted wicker
bill and tire stagger. Car too loose, crew reports.
Lap 64: #5 Luyendyk to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds. #28 Dismore to
pits, four tires, fuel, 11 seconds. #9 Hamilton to pits, four tires, fuel, 18 seconds. #8
Sharp to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds. #54 Matsuda to pits, four tires, fuel, 18
seconds. #20 Carlson to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #2 Ray to pits, four tires,
fuel, 24 seconds. #51 Cheever to pits, four tires, fuel, 31 seconds. #17 Miller to pits,
four tires, fuel, 24 seconds. #3 Boesel to pits, four tires, fuel, 26 seconds. #55
McGehee to pits, four tires, fuel. #50 Guerrero to pits, four tires, fuel. Car stalls on
exit, 25 seconds.
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director: #99 Sam
Schmidt was evaluated and will be released without injury shortly from the Clarian
Emergency Medical Center.
Lap 69: GREEN. #5 Luyendyk leads.
Lap 70: #14 Brack passes #5 Luyendyk for lead. #2 Ray back to second.
Lap 72: #14 Brack leads #2 Ray by 1.061 seconds. #4 Goodyear up to
fourth. #55 McGehee fifth, top-running rookie.
Lap 73: #14 Brack leads #2 Ray by 1.682 seconds.
BUZZ CALKINS: “It’s a clutch or gearbox. Something went bad. Right now,
we’re done for a little bit. We’re going to try to get back out.”
Lap 78: #14 Brack leads #2 Ray by 1.203 seconds.
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
Lap 79: #98 Beechler on pit road since Lap 77. Crew pushing car to garage.
Lap 80: Leaders -- #14 Brack, #2 Ray, #5 Luyendyk, #4 Goodyear, #55
McGehee, #51 Cheever, #33 Moreno, #22 Stewart, #9 Hamilton, #11 Brack. #17
Miller to pits.
DONNIE BEECHLER: “It’s broke. We’re done for the day. The motor broke.
We lost all our oil pressure.”
Lap 82: Smoke reported from #8 Sharp. #8 Sharp to pits, mechanical
problems. Crew reports engine problem. Fluid in pit stall. Defending champion #51
Cheever is sixth.
Lap 83: #2 Ray passes #14 Brack for lead in Turn 1. #5 Luyendyk up to
second.
Lap 85: #2 Ray leads #5 Luyendyk by .749 of a second.
Lap 86: #20 Carlson slow in Turn 4, heads to pits. Four tires, fuel, 19
seconds.
Lap 89: #2 Ray leads #5 Luyendyk by 1.602 seconds. #8 Sharp returns to
pits. #33 Moreno to pits, four tires and fuel, 15 seconds.
SAM SCHMIDT: “I was just trying to be conservative. But everyone in front
of me checked up while lapping traffic. Arie was in front of me, and I couldn’t check
up fast enough. I did not want to hit Arie. I got up in the gray stuff. I just lost it. It’s too
bad. The car was hooked up.”
Lap 90: #17 Miller out of race, clutch problems.
Lap 91 progress report: #51 Cheever started 16th, running fifth; #55
th
th
McGehee started 27 , running sixth; #22 Stewart started 24 , running seventh; #84
Buhl started 32nd, running eighth.
Lap 93: YELLOW. #35 Knapp hits outside wall in Turn 2. Car slides
sideways while exiting Turn 1, slides sideways through short chute, hits wall with
side, did half spin, hit wall with left rear of car. Knapp climbs from car without
assistance.
Car of #35 Knapp had handling problems just before crash, team owner
Bob Hancher reported.
Lap 95: #14 Brack to pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #2 Ray to pits, four
tires, fuel, 18 seconds. #5 Luyendyk to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #21 Ward to
pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #11 Boat to pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #81 R.
Unser to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #9 Hamilton to pits, four tires, fuel, 18
seconds. #51 Cheever to pits, four tires, fuel, 22 seconds. #42 Hollansworth to pits,
four tires, fuel, 22 seconds. #91 Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds. #22
Stewart to pits, four tires, fuel, 23 seconds. #84 Buhl to pits, four tires, fuel, 17
seconds. #28 Dismore to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds. #55 McGehee to pits, four
tires, fuel, 24 seconds. #32 Gordon to pits, four tires, fuel, 18 seconds.
Lap 96: #14 Brack in lead.
SCOTT SHARP: “Obviously, we had a great car. We almost caught the
leaders. We had a radiator problem there, and it just cooked the engine. The motor
never felt 100 percent.” Sharp’s engine did not fail; the crew brought the car into the
pits.
Lap 99: GREEN. #5 Luyendyk in lead.
Lap 100: #4 Goodyear slows on front straightaway. Crew reported vibration
on previous pit stop.
Lap 102: YELLOW. #4 Goodyear slows on front straightaway. #12 Calkins
back on track after lengthy repairs in garage. #50 Guerrero pushed to garage.
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DAY 11 -- SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 -- RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
DR. JACK MILLER: “We’re not sure what happened. At the beginning of
the race, we kept trying and trying to start the engine – pop it into gear. I think we
raked the dog rings in the gearbox. In the race, every time I got on the throttle, it
would kick into neutral. So I had to keep one hand on the steering wheel and the
other on the gear. We had a great week. It just ended sad. I hope Tony (Stewart)
wins this race.”
STEVE KNAPP: “The car had a big push on full tanks. It started getting
better after the last stop. I went down into (Turn) 1, and it went sideways on me. I
had a lot of steering wheel cranked in it, and it straightened out in the short chute.
Then it just got away from me. I feel bad for the team.”
Leaders at Lap 100 (halfway): #5 Luyendyk, #2 Ray, #14 Brack, #51
Cheever, #4 Goodyear, #55 McGehee, #11 Boat, #84 Buhl, #28 Dismore, #22
Stewart.
Lap 103: #22 Stewart to pits, fuel only, nine seconds.
Lap 104: #20 Carlson to pits, fuel only, four seconds. #42 Hollansworth to
pits, adjustment, eight seconds. #33 Moreno to pits, four tires, fuel, 24 seconds.
Lap 106: GREEN. #5 Luyendyk leads. #51 Cheever passes #14 Brack for
third at start-finish line on restart.
Leader update:
Laps 75-82: #14 Brack
Laps 83-95: #2 Ray
Laps 96-98: #14 Brack
Lap 99-103: #5 Luyendyk
Lap 112: #5 Luyendyk leads #2 Ray by 2.385 seconds. #52 Eyckmans out,
timing chain problem.
JIM HARBAUGH (Co-owner, #4 Goodyear; NFL quarterback): “Scott was
doing great on the restarts. We had a little vibration. Too bad. It happens.” (About
Goodyear): “I am sure that he is frustrated. We thought that this was the year. We’ll
be back next year.”
Lap 113: #19 Wattles to pits for fuel, 12 seconds.
Lap 114: #5 Luyendyk leads #2 Ray by 2.461 seconds. #51 Cheever third,
8.505 seconds behind. #21 Ward up to sixth.
Lap 118: YELLOW. Leader #5 Luyendyk hits outside wall in Turn 3.
Luyendyk tries to run under lapped car of #20 Carlson, does half spin backward and
hits wall with left rear side of car. Car slides backward along outside wall. Heavy
damage to left side of car. Luyendyk throws steering wheel out of car in disgust,
climbs from car without assistance. #2 Ray takes lead.
Lap 119: #51 Cheever to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #12 Calkins to
pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #91 Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds. #33
Moreno to pits, four tires, fuel, 24 seconds. #22 Stewart to pits, four tires, fuel, 19
seconds.
Lap 120: #28 Dismore, leader #2 Ray collide in pits while Ray was exiting
and Dismore entering. Ray climbs out of car, heads to garage. #28 Dismore
continues with slight damage to nose cone. #14 Brack to pits, four tires, fuel, 15
seconds. #9 Hamilton to pits, adjustment. Stalled on exit, 44 seconds.#1 Boat to pits,
four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #32 Gordon to pits, nine seconds. #54 Matsuda to pits,
four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #55 McGehee to pits, four tires, fuel, 17 seconds. #21
Ward to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds. #84 Buhl to pits, four tires, fuel, 18
seconds.
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DAY 11 -- SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 -- RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
SCOTT GOODYEAR: “We lost something in the motor. It started to seize
up and tighten up. We had to deal with some tires issues and some handling issues.
I thought we were in good shape. I think we had a reasonable race car. But I’m not
sure if we had as much speed as Arie.”
Lap 121: #51 Cheever leads. This is the second time that an Infiniti engine
has led a lap in Indy Racing League competition. Roberto Guerrero led last
September at Texas Motor Speedway.
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director: #35
Steve Knapp was evaluated and released without injury from the Clarian Emergency
Medical Center. Stephen Fried, crew member for #55 Robby McGehee, admitted to
Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis in critical condition after being hit in early pit
accident.”
Lap 122: #28 Dismore to pits. Four tires, fuel, nose replacement, 39
seconds. #81 R. Unser to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #9 Hamilton to pits, front
tires, 20 seconds.
WIM EYCKMANS: “I think we were having problems with the engine from
early on. It seemed as though we lost more power after every pit stop. The car was
good. It’s very disappointing. This is a very powerful race, but even tougher when
you have problems.”
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director: #5 Arie
Luyendyk was evaluated and released without injury from the Clarian Emergency
Medical Center.
Lap 123: #33 Moreno to garage.
Lap 125: GREEN. #14 Brack takes lead.
GREG RAY: “I have no idea what happened. I was told to go, and another
car came up and hit me.” (Coming back to race?): “We hurt the front suspension
pretty bad. The car is not in any shape to go back out there and race. The
championship is about points and finishing position, but the Indianapolis 500 is all
about winning. I just want to cry.”
Lap 126: #12 Calkins to pits, adjustments, 52 seconds.
Lap 133: #14 Brack leads #51 Cheever by 4.003 seconds.
Lap 135: #21 Ward passes #51 Cheever for second.
Lap 138: #22 Stewart to pits, handling problems, four tires, fuel, adjusted
front wing, wicker bill, 13 seconds. #50 Guerrero back on track after lengthy repairs.
Lap 140: Smoke reported from #51 Cheever. #22 Stewart called back to
adjust loose piece hanging from wicker bill on rear wing.
Lap 141: #51 Cheever stops on inside of backstretch. Out of car. Engine
failure, team public relations representative Krista Riley reported.
-- #2 Greg Ray started from the second position. The last driver to win from
the No. 2 starting position was Mario Andretti in 1969.
Lap 146: #20 Carlson slow on pit road, apparently out of fuel. Stalls trying to
exit pits, refires, back on track. Four tires, fuel, 66 seconds.
Leader update:
Laps 104-116: #5 Luyendyk
Laps 117-120: #2 Ray
Laps 121-122: #51 Cheever
Lap 148: #9 Hamilton stalls in pits after stop. Four tires, fuel, 54 seconds
due to stall.
Lap 149: #50 Guerrero slows with apparent engine problem.
Lap 150: #84 Buhl to pits, four tires, fuel, 17 seconds. #54 Matsuda to pits,
four tires, fuel, 41 seconds.
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
Lap 151: #21 Ward takes lead. #14 Brack to pits, four tires, fuel, 14
seconds. #11 Boat to pits, four tires, fuel, 18 seconds. #28 Dismore to pits, four tires,
fuel, 12 seconds. #91 Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds.
Lap 152: #21 Ward to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds. #14 Brack takes
lead. #32 Gordon to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #55 McGehee to pits, four tires,
fuel, 17 seconds.
EDDIE CHEEVER JR.: “We had a good start. We got a lap down, and then
we caught up. The engine started vibrating, and that was it. Nobody can touch us in
traffic. The Infiniti is definitely capable of winning races.”
Lap 153: #81 R. Unser to pits, four tires, fuel, 18 seconds.
Lap 154: #14 Brack takes lead.
ARIE LUYENDYK: “I should have known better to race traffic that hard. I
went underneath Tyce. I thought he would give me room, but he came down on me. I
had to slam on the brakes, literally, and when I touched the brakes, the car became
unstable. I was driving with confidence and maybe that confidence bit me. I think
back to when Fittipaldi was leading in 94 and hit the wall. I know how he felt. I would
like to thank the fans again. I feel truly honored by their response this month.”
Lap 160: Leaders -- #14 Brack, #21 Ward, #11 Boat, #28 Dismore, #55
McGehee, #84 Buhl, #32 Gordon, #96 Schroeder, #91 Lazier, #81 R. Unser.
Lap 162: YELLOW. #30 Kite stalled in short chute between Turns 3 and 4.
Leader update:
Laps 123-124: #51 Cheever
Laps 125-120: #14 Brack
Laps 151-153: #21 Ward
Laps 154-156: #14 Brack
Lap 163: #22 Stewart to pits, four tires, fuel, 15 seconds. #3 Boesel to pits,
four tires, fuel, 17 seconds. #9 Hamilton to pits, four tires, fuel, 16 seconds.
Lap 164: #20 Carlson to pits, four tires, fuel, 14 seconds. #32 Gordon to
pits, four tires, fuel, 17 seconds. #42 Hollansworth to pits, adjustment. Stalled in pits
on exit, two minutes, 20 seconds.
Lap 165: GREEN. #91 Lazier dives under leader #14 Brack to return to lead
lap.
Lap 167: #35 Knapp back on track after lengthy repairs in garage.
Lap 169: YELLOW. #28 Dismore hits outside retaining wall in Turn 2. Pulls
car to stop on back straightaway. Climbs from car without assistance.
ROBERTO GUERRERO: “The engine started smoking really bad, and I just
turned it off. I don’t really know what happened. I think we had been running really
well, too. It’s too bad we didn’t get a break. It’s still disappointing. Maybe we’ll get a
break next year.”
Lap 169: #81 R. Unser to pits, four tires, fuel, stalled engine in pits, 28
seconds.
Lap 170: #21 Ward to pits, four tires, fuel, 13 seconds. #11 Boat to pits, four
tires, fuel, 13 seconds. #14 Brack to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds. #84 Buhl to
pits, four tires, fuel, 17 seconds. Brack first out of pits. #55 McGehee to pits, fuel
only.
Lap 171: #9 Hamilton to pits, four tires, fuel, 20 seconds. #32 Gordon in
lead.
TOM KELLEY (Owner, #28 Dismore): “Something broke on the car that
sent Mark into the wall. We’re not sure what happened. To get back in after what
happened with Greg and get up to fourth was something. We’ll be back next year.”
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DAY 11 – SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 – RACE DAY (cont.):
RACE RUNNING (cont.):
Lap 172: #22 Stewart to pits, four tires, fuel, 51 seconds. Car stalled before
exit. #91 Lazier to pits, four tires, fuel, 12 seconds.
Lap 174: GREEN. #21 Ward passes #14 Brack for second on restart.
Lap 177: #96 Schroeder to pits, smoke flows from rear of car. Out of race
with engine problem.
Lap 179: #32 Gordon leads #21 Ward by 2.954 seconds.
Lap 180: Leaders -- #32 Gordon, #21 Ward, #14 Brack, #11 Boat, #55
McGehee, #84 Buhl, #91 Lazier, #81 R. Unser, #22 Stewart, #9 Hamilton.
Medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director: #28 Mark
Dismore was evaluated and released without injury from the Clarian Emergency
Medical Center.
Lap 184: #32 Gordon leads #21 Ward by 4.232 seconds. #14 Brack third,
5.208 seconds behind leader.
MARK DISMORE: “I was trying to win the race and trying to get around
(Billy) Boat. I got in his air, and it just pushed up into the wall, and I just lost it. I was
really mad.”
Lap 188: #14 Brack passes #21 Ward for second in Turn 1. #32 Gordon
leads #14 Brack by 4.048 seconds.
Lap 189: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack
STEVE KNAPP: “We just tried to get back out there. But I didn’t feel
comfortable.”
Lap 191: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 3.757 seconds. #21 Ward third.
Lap 192: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 3.905 seconds.
Lap 193: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 4.064 seconds.
Lap 194: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 3.891 seconds.
Lap 195: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 3.599 seconds.
Lap 196: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 2.480 seconds.
Lap 197: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 1.271 seconds.
Lap 198: #32 Gordon leads #14 Brack by 1.563 seconds.
Lap 199: #32 Gordon to pits for fuel. #14 Brack takes lead and white flag.
Lap 200: #14 Kenny Brack wins 1999 Indianapolis 500 by 6.557 seconds
over #21 Jeff Ward.
-- The lead has changed hands with three laps or less remaining in the race
on five occasions (1912, 1961, 1986, 1989 and 1999). The last time before today the
lead was lost with three laps or less remaining was 1989, when Al Unser Jr. lost the
lead to Emerson Fittipaldi on Lap 199 after the pair touched wheels entering Turn 3
side-by-side.
(More notes to follow)
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DAY 11 -- SUNDAY, MAY 30, 1999 -- RACE DAY (cont.):
#20 Tyce Carlson visited #5 Arie Luyendyk after the race in the garage area
to talk about the incident that knocked Luyendyk from the race. Carlson told
Luyendyk that his radio wasn’t working when Luyendyk attempted to pass him, so he
could receive no warning from a spotter that Luyendyk was beneath him.
***
Tony Stewart post-race procedure:
•Exited car, took shower in team motorhome.
•Went to Clarian Emergency Medical Center in track infield for evaluation
for possible dehydration. Stewart OK.
•Had police escort from Clarian Emergency Medical Center to helipad in
infield for helicopter flight to Indianapolis International Airport. The helicopter left the
ground at 3:09 p.m. (EST) for a 3:30 p.m. flight to Charlotte for the Coca-Cola 600,
which starts at 6 p.m. (EDT).
***
Historical notes:
•The lead has changed hands with three laps or less remaining in the race
five times. In 1912, Ralph DePalma broke down with only two laps to go and handed
the victory to Joe Dawson. In 1961, A.J. Foyt Jr. took the lead from Eddie Sachs on
Lap 198 when Sachs had to pit with a badly worn tire. In 1986, Kevin Cogan lost the
th
lead at the tail end of the 198 lap when Bobby Rahal beat him to the line on a
restart following a caution period. In 1989, Al Unser Jr. lost the lead to Emerson
Fittipaldi when he hit the wall on Lap 199 after the two drivers touched wheels in
Turn 3 while racing side by side. In 1999, Kenny Brack led the last two laps when
race leader Robby Gordon ran out of fuel.
•Unofficially, there were eight caution flag periods in the 1999 race.
The average for the last 20 years is 8.8 caution periods per race.
•Unofficially, there were 63 caution laps in the 1999 race.
The average for the last 20 years is 45.5 caution laps per race.
•Unofficially, there were five accidents in the 1999 race.
The average for the last 20 years is 4.1 accidents per race.
•Unofficially, there were five cars eliminated from the 1999 race because of
accidents.
The average for the last 20 years is 5.8 cars per race.
•Six cars finished in the same position in which they started today, tying a
race record set in 1966.
Drivers who matched their starting positions at the checkered flag:
Billy Boat (started, finished third); Robby Gordon (started, finished fourth);
Hideshi Matsuda (started, finished 10th); Davey Hamilton (started, finished 11th);
Roberto Guerrero (started, finished 25th); Dr. Jack Miller (started, finished 31st)
***
4:20 p.m. medical update from Dr. Henry Bock, Speedway medical director:
Steve Fried, crew member for #55 Robby McGehee, was admitted to Methodist
Hospital in critical condition with head and chest injuries. His vital signs are stable,
and he can follow commands, Bock said.
***
The next Indy Racing League event is the Longhorn 500 presented by MCI
on June 12 at Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth, Texas.
***
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Kenny Brack is the first defending Indy Racing champion to win the
Indianapolis 500 since Bobby Unser in 1975. Brack won the Indy Racing League
championship in 1998; Unser won the USAC national championship in 1974.
POST RACE QUOTES
RAUL BOESEL (#3 Brant Racing/R&S/MKV): “I just ran all day, trying to stay out of
trouble. In the beginning, we made a good pit stop, which got us to the front. But
then we left a set of tires on the car too long, so I had to back off. We kept changing
the car all day long, improving the handling with every stop. The car was reliable. It
didn’t miss a beat. When the sun came out and got the track hot, my car was a little
slippery. The temperature rose all day, and as it did, the car became loose. We
ended up chasing the loose condition the whole race. But we stayed out of trouble,
and given everything else, I’m happy we finished where we did.” (About Gordon’s
fuel gamble): “Yes, it seems to be (a gamble). Maybe they were gambling to try and
catch a yellow. But it went clean the rest of the way.”
JEFF WARD (#21 Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Olds): “I would rather be where
Kenny (Brack) is right now. I was strong all day. We were struggling at the beginning.
th
We went from 14 to seventh on the first lap. The car went loose. We went one lap
down but got that back. The car was perfect all day. It was exciting for me. I wanted
to win this one, and once I got loose I couldn’t get around him (Brack). He got a run
on me. Once I was behind him, I couldn’t get around him. I hope I don’t have an inbetween year like we had last year. I hit the lapper at the wrong time. I am happy
with second. It was a great way to start with our new sponsors, Yahoo! and
MerchantOnline.”
ROBBY GORDON (#32 Glidden/Menards): “We should have come in and gotten a
splash of fuel. The car said we had two gallons, and all we needed was one. We
knew what it takes to win, and we let it slip away. It’s very unfortunate. We were one
lap away from winning the Indy 500. I thought we were close in ’95 when I was
between Goodyear and Villeneuve and came in because I thought I had a flat tire. I
was conservative and came in, and I didn’t have a flat tire. I thought that was close!
We definitely had the car today. It was very, very good. John (Menard) made some
great, great calls. We stayed on the same pace as the leaders, kept working on our
car then we got lapped. We got the lap back. At the end, we could have come in
under the yellow, splashed for fuel and beat them all out, but we didn’t. I thought all
the stars were aligned. There was a full moon, it was beautiful, but the stars weren’t
aligned for me.” (Which hurt more – when you crashed here and had to roll on the
ground to put out the flames or today’s race?): “Both hurt real bad. We were leading
both races when it happened. But today, we kept our cool. We were in a position to
win the Indy 500. Damn, we came this close to winning the 500.” (What would you
have done if John Menard had called over to you to conserve fuel?): “He said, ‘Why
don’t you put it in sixth gear to save fuel?’ I said, ‘Already there, Boss.’” (About your
emotions right now?): “I want to sit and cry. It’s not gonna change anything. I could
go kick the car, but John would be mad at me, and we have another race to go to.
We’ve got to suck it up and go at it again.” (As the post-race news conference took
place, it began to rain hard enough to be heard in the trackside conference room):
“Damn, why didn’t that rain come 10 laps earlier?” (Could Brack have beat you at the
end if you hadn’t run out of fuel?): “Kenny wasn’t a concern. He didn’t have the
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speed for us at the end of the race. I know we had the fastest car on the track today,
100 laps on. But this is the Indy 500, and you must first finish to finish first, and we
were a lap short. It makes me sick. We will be drinking milk next year, I promise
you.”
JOHN MENARD (Owner, #32 Glidden/Menards): “We almost got one. We could
have come in on the yellow and been in a nice position, but we finished fourth with
all the wheels on it. It could have been worse. Our car showed that we had enough
fuel. How many times does this race go the last 25 laps without a yellow? We kept
praying for a yellow. But we put on a great spectacle for the fans. That’s what racing
is all about. I love it. If I live long enough, one of these days, I’m gonna win this race.
You know, hindsight is 20/20. We did what we did. If there had been a yellow, we’d
be drinking milk right now and having a great time. But we’re still having a great time.
We had a great time today. Don’t feel too sorry for us. I haven’t had this much fun at
a ‘500’ in a long time.” (As the post-race news conference took place, it began to rain
hard enough to be heard in the trackside conference room): “That Foyt must have a
connection.”
KENNY BRACK (#14 A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing): (About the Aurora engine): “It
ran very good all day. I didn’t run the car real hard until the last 10 laps. Then we
riched it. I think we ran this race perfect from the green flag to the checkered flag.”
(About racing with Arie Luyendyk and Greg Ray): “That was hard racing, too, but in
the end I was running really hard just to catch Robby (Gordon) because I knew if he
didn’t pit, I’d have to try to pass him.” (About resolving to place second before Robby
ran out of fuel): “No, I wasn’t going to take second.” (More Brack quotes to follow.)
BILLY BOAT (#11 A.J. Foyt Racing): “Overall, it’s obviously a great day from A.J.
Foyt Racing—first and third. We just never really had the race car to run up front.
Kenny Brack drove a tremendous race, and I’m very happy for him.”
DAVEY HAMILTON (#9 Galles Racing Spinal Conquest): “We thought we had a
great race car, but we missed a few things. Our balance just wasn’t there, but we
gave it all we had, and they beat us.”
BUZZ CALKINS (#12 Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat): “We were right where we
wanted to be when the gearbox broke on that restart. I was eighth and on the lead
lap, but my race was effectively ended at that point. We spent about 40 minutes
changing the box, and on my return I was just racing to gain some positions. My
crew did a great job on pit stops. However, I am proud of them.”
STAN WATTLES (#19 Metro Racing Systems/NCLD): “That was an extremely
difficult run. We had very little warm-weather running this month, which caused us to
be a little off on our setup. The first 50 laps were so frustrating, but the guys took the
car back to the garage and made some adjustments that allowed me to get back into
the hunt. I’m just happy that we were able to see the checkered flag.”
TYCE CARLSON (#20 Pennzoil/Damon’s/Bluegreen): “It was a long day. We started
off having trouble with both the dash and my radio. I could only hear occasionally.
The car changed at every pit stop, and we ran out of gas as I was getting ready to pit
mid-race. The team worked hard, and we finally got the right setup toward the end.
But we were down 10 laps, so we just decided to hold on and finish. We really
wanted to hold on for our sponsors. (About incident with Arie Luyendyk): “I really
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don’t know what happened. I saw him on the inside and tried to stay as high as
possible. I even went off throttle. There was no contact. Arie’s a great guy, and I
never would have gotten in his way.”
STEVE KNAPP (#35 Delco Remy/Thermo Tech/Microphonics/Prolong/G Force):
(About rejoining race): “I picked up a position from it, so I would say it was worth
doing (going back out with 30 laps to go). I wanted to do this not only for myself, but
for the guys (ISM Racing) and my sponsors, Delco Remy International,
Microphonics, Prolong and Hoosier Park. It’s just too bad I couldn’t go faster and
picked up a few more positions. That’s why we stopped for good.”
JOHN HOLLANSWORTH JR. (#42 pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara): “I’m glad to finish a
500-miler. It’s particularly rewarding. We lost every gear but fourth at about the 80mile point. I got high two times, touched the wall and knocked out my toe (steering),
which made it difficult. I also had two wrecks right in front of me.” (How did that
feel?): “Terrifying … but wonderful once I emerged from it.”
ROBBIE BUHL (#84 A.J. Foyt Racing): “Obviously, we started in the last row, and
we finished sixth. We didn’t quite have the balance we needed. But other than that,
the car really didn’t miss a beat. When you start in the back and finish sixth, it’s not
too bad.”
BUDDY LAZIER (#91 Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing): “I feel
OK. I’m a little tired…a little disappointed, too. My guys did great in the pits.” (How
did it feel to get back on the lead lap?): “It felt really good. We were basically fighting
it all day. That first yellow, I hit a piece of debris, and it was kind of an omen for the
day. My guys gave me great pit stops. We’ll have to come back and get ’em next
time.”
ARIE LUYENDYK (#5 Sprint PCS/Meijer): (What happened during accident): “It was
my responsibility as the leader to make a pass cleanly. I was following Tyce
(Carlson) and came up on (Turn) 3 as the fast car in the inside, and he (Carlson)
came down on me. I had to hit the brakes because he pinned me down. When you
hit the brakes at 220, you’ve got to go somewhere. I probably had more fun today
than any other day.” (About Greg Ray): “As a matter of fact, I needed to be ahead of
them to beat them. Their crew was really fast in the pits. They could have beaten me
out of the pits.” (About accident): “In a field this competitive, I have to say to myself,
‘Why did I make a move like that?’ But then, you can’t let up when the field is this
competitive. I get over these kinds of disappointments very well. That’s what makes
this place. That’s what makes people like Mario (Andretti) come back at 54. That’s
what this place is all about. I’m still in my driving suit because when I’m out, I’m
watching the race. I had so much fun driving today. It was like, really cool. I want to
thank everybody (in the media) for what they’ve done for me. I’ve never had a bad
write-up. In thinking back on today, when I got out of the car, the crowd was going
nuts. I was trying to take it all in. It’s been great throughout the years. I had the best
car here today that I’ve ever had. The car gave me so much confidence. It was a car
that was too good to be true, and this was probably part of my demise.”
GREG RAY (#2 Glidden/Menards): “I have no idea what happened. I was told to go.
I was focusing on all the things I’m supposed to be focusing on before heading back
out again. We had an excellent race car. I was motioned to go, and I did. The next
thing I knew, I went sideways into the pit wall. We bent up the front suspension pretty
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good. We could probably repair it, but we’re so far out of the championship. The
championship is about points and finishing position. But the Indy 500 is all about
winning. It’s about drinking milk in Victory Lane. Things were going so well. It was
truly an honor to race with Arie. He was messing with me! He was ready to go. Until I
see a bird’s eye view of what happened in the pits, I can't even guess. I’m
speechless. We’ve worked so hard for so long. We wanted this one so bad. John
Menard loves this place so much. It just breaks your heart to have it end this way. If
it was a racing incident on the track, that would be better. If it was a blown motor,
that would be better. But to have it go like this, I don’t know what to say. We’re not
going to go away and cry about it. I have this belief that days like this make you
better. We’re going to analyze what happened to us this month, and hopefully come
back stronger. I’m getting older as a driver, but I feel I’m still getting better. We’re so
close. We’re knocking on the door. If we keep at it, one of these days we’re going to
get it. I’m not sure what plans the man upstairs has for me, but he’s certainly made
me very introspective. In this business, as with anything in life, you have to earn
what you get. But you also have to have luck. It wasn’t our day today.”
KENNY BRACK (#14 A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing): (It looked as though you
thought the checkered flag had dropped with one lap to go): “As a matter of fact, I
did. I started slowing down. I guess we had it won, we just hadn’t won it yet.”
(Emotions on the last lap): “I was just concentrating on bring it to the flag safely. I
don’t get too emotional before I see the checkered flag.” (Who are you happier for,
A.J. or yourself?): “I am happy for both of us. I think more for me. He has won it four
times already. So I am happier for myself. It has been very special to me.” (Feeling
of winning.): “It is very hard to win this race. You don’t know what is going to happen.
You have to concentrate, as there are a lot of risks to take. This year we picked up
all the good things. I had my plan for driving, and the team had their plan for the car,
and it all came together.” (How do you feel about Formula One coming to Indy?): “I
think it is good for Indianapolis.” (About goals entering this race): “I thought I could
win the Indy 500. I set goals for myself to win in whatever I drive. I have physically
prepared myself for this race. The car was perfect, and we took care of it all week. I
ran this race exactly the way I wanted to. Obviously some things had to fall into
place, and some guys fell out of the race.” (Which was more special, winning the
‘500’ or winning the championship last year?): “My goal of course was to win as
many races as possible. We won the championship last year, and of course given
the choice of winning the Indy 500 and winning the championship, I would focus
more on winning the Indy 500. Of course, I’d like to win a few more races and win
another championship.” (About chances of passing Robby Gordon if he didn’t need
fuel): “Whether I would have been able to overtake him, I would have tried my
hardest. I think we could’ve done it.” (About A.J. Foyt): “He calls a spade a spade,
and although I’m not as outspoken as he is, I think I tell it like it is. My goal was to
drive a perfect race. If you drive a perfect race, then that’s all you can do…and I
believe I did. You don’t want to take any chances in the middle of the race. You wait
to see who’s your competition.” (What’s best…an Indy 500 win or the
championship?): “You can probably put them in the same ranks. But right now, it’s
better to win this race.”
A.J. FOYT (Owner, #14 A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing): “I can’t say enough about
Kenny Brack, Robbie Buhl and Billy Boat. You qualify one car in the front row and
one in the back row. And all finish in the top six. What else can you ask for?” (Could
you have finished the race without coming in on that last yellow for fuel?): “There’s
no way we could go the distance unless we had a 45-gallon tank.” (What did you tell
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Kenny when Gordon passed him?): “I told him (Brack) when he (Gordon) passed
him. I think it would have been close.” (About thrill of winning at Indy): “There’s not a
race in the world that compares to this. I wasn’t a rich little boy, and I worked at my
Daddy’s shop. I just think I did what I wanted to do. I worked hard at it.” (About his
racing career): “Every time I got hurt, the fans helped me back. I won everything for
them. If I were to fall off this chair right now, and I was dead, I wouldn’t want to come
back and change a thing.” (About Kenny Brack): “Well, everybody laughed when I
brought a foreigner (to America), but I brought him to Texas, and he’s not too bad.
After every race, I get a big letter (from Kenny). I’m anxious to see what he writes
this time.” (About Formula One coming to Indianapolis): “Well, I think it’s great that
they are coming here. This is the greatest place.” (About running the race hard): “We
weren’t in a hurry all day. We were going to run our own race. If we had to get
reckless in the end, then we would. I didn’t want to take chances of eating our tires
up. It was just one of those days where everything worked in our favor.” (About
Robby Gordon running out of gas): “I felt Robby should have run out before he did.
Last year we tried to stretch it, and we got ourselves in trouble. I told Kenny, I didn’t
want second.”
TONY STEWART (#22 The Home Depot): (Before the race): “This is the most
relaxed I’ve ever been going into a 500-mile race. I woke up this morning and didn’t
have a single butterfly. I went through driver intros and didn’t have a single butterfly
then, either. I’m waiting for it to be time to get in the car and go. I have a good feeling
about today.” (After the race): “I stuck to my game plan. I didn’t really worry about
getting to the front in a hurry, but we struggled out there today. We never did any
long runs on the tires, and I think that cost us a bit. We didn’t really know what was
going to happen. The car would get really loose. It was tight during the first part of
the race, and then the car was tight during the first half of the corner and loose
during the second half. So it was a struggle.” (About returning to race at Indy): “You
don’t forget these things and how they drive, so it wasn’t that big of an adjustment.
We just tried to find the right setup, and I think if we do this next year, I’ll have a
better idea of what we need to do. It was fun out there today until we got a lap down.
When it got loose, it got to be quite a handful. But we never gave up, and we
finished. The motor was great all day, and it’s a matter of getting more time in the
car.” (How do you feel physically): “I’m going to sleep on the plane. I don’t feel real
bad. I just want to be sure to get plenty of fluids. I only lost about 2½ pounds today,
so that’s really good. Congratulations to A.J. (Foyt). After the month of May he had,
he definitely deserves this. If I couldn’t win this, I’m glad they did. I’m happy for
Kenny and A.J.”
ROBBY UNSER (#81 PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey): “For us, other than hard times in the
pits where we stalled the car a couple of times … The first time was my fault. The
second time was the clutch. The car was great on the track. We just didn’t get her
through the pits well.”
JERET SCHROEDER (#96 Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone): “I
was having a really good time. I was just buying time, picking cars off one at a time. I
was just trying to stay out of trouble. Cobb Racing did an excellent job, the Firestone
tires were fabulous, and we had good, strong power from the Infiniti but unfortunately
fell short of finishing by a few laps.”
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EDDIE CHEEVER JR. (#51 Team Cheever/The Children’s Beverage Group/Dallara):
“I'm glad that we made the switch to Infiniti, but I do wish we had done it earlier. We
tried to cram six months of work into two months, and we came up short. The engine
is incredibly strong. We still need to work on its reliability.”
ROBBY McGEHEE (#55 Energizer Advanced Formula): “Dave (Conti) made the
decision last night that if there was an early yellow, we were going to come in and
get out of sequence in terms of pit stops. So that’s what really made the difference. If
I could be Rookie of the Year, that would be the best thing in the world and the
pinnacle of my career. The only thing that could be better would be winning the race.
It’s a dream come true. We’ve worked so hard to get here. Overall, the result was
fantastic.” (About the start): “The start wasn’t that bad. I’ve heard a lot about how you
can’t breathe and about the air being real turbulent. The wind was tremendous, but
the start wasn’t as bad as they said. I think they were just trying to scare us rookies.”
(About the race): “The race pace was slow, which really surprised me. In practice, I
was running laps over 200 mph, but in the race, I think my quickest lap was only 208
mph. I really think this race is a race of attrition.”
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BRACK WINS 83RD INDIANAPOLIS 500 AS GORDON’S GAMBLE FAILS
INDIANAPOLIS, May 30, 1999 – Kenny Brack passed Robby Gordon with
rd
two laps remaining when Gordon’s fuel gamble failed and went on to win the 83
Indianapolis 500 on Sunday at Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Brack took the lead on Lap 199 of the 200-lap race when Gordon was
forced to pit for a splash of fuel in his Glidden/Menards Dallara/Aurora/Firestone.
Brack went on to beat Jeff Ward by 6.562 seconds for his first victory in the Greatest
Spectacle in Racing and first win of the 1999 Indy Racing League season in the A.J.
Foyt PowerTeam Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear. Brack’s average speed was
153.176 mph.
Billy Boat finished third in the A.J. Foyt Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear,
while the third Foyt driver, Robbie Buhl, finished sixth.
It was the first victory at Indy for a Foyt-owned car since he won in 1977,
the last of his record four victories. Brack led six times for 66 laps, more than any
other driver.
“I am happy for both of us,” Brack said. “I think more for me. He (Foyt) has
won it four times already. It has been very special to me.”
1998 Indy Racing League champion Brack stalked Gordon over the last 10
laps, cutting the lead from 4.064 seconds on Lap 193 to 1.271 seconds on Lap 197.
Whether Brack could catch Gordon was just one question. Whether Gordon
had enough fuel was the other. Gordon had pitted last on Lap 164, taking the lead
when all other lead cars pitted between Laps 169-171. Brack took fuel and tires on
Lap 170, his last stop.
The result became academic when Gordon pulled into the pits on Lap 199.
"Whether I would have been able to overtake him, I would have tried my
hardest," Brack said. "I think we could have done it."
Pole sitter Arie Luyendyk led four times for 63 laps in his final appearance
at Indianapolis, including the first 32 laps, in the Sprint PCS/Meijer G
Force/Aurora/Firestone. But Luyendyk crashed on Lap 117 when he spun while
trying to pass the lapped car of Tyce Carlson.
"I had so much fun driving today," Luyendyk said. "It was like, really cool.
It's been great throughout the years."
Greg Ray led four times for 32 laps in the Glidden/Menards
Dallara/Aurora/Firestone. But his race ended on Lap 120 when he collided with Mark
Dismore while exiting the pits.
Tony Stewart finished ninth in The Home Depot Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear,
four laps down. He then flew to Charlotte, N.C., to compete in the NASCAR Winston
Cup event this evening.
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POSITION OF DRIVERS AT 10-LAP INTERVALS
Driver
Kenny Brack
Jeff Ward
Billy Boat
Robby Gordon
Robby McGehee
Robbie Buhl
Buddy Lazier
Robby Unser
Tony Stewart
Hideshi Matsuda
Davey Hamilton
Raul Boesel
John Hollansworth Jr.

Tyce Carlson
Jeret Schroeder
Mark Dismore
Stan Wattles
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Buzz Calkins
Roberto Moreno
Greg Ray
Arie Luyendyk
Wim Eyckmans
Jimmy Kite
Roberto Guerrero
Steve Knapp
Scott Goodyear
Scott Sharp
Donnie Beechler
Sam Schmidt
Jack Miller
Johnny Unser
Eliseo Salazar
Race Average Speed:

SP
8
14
3
4
27
32
22
17
24
10
11
33
12
15
21
5
20
16
26
23
2
1
29
28
25
13
9
6
19
7
31
30
18

1
7
6
3
4
27
29
18
13
26
10
11
31
14
15
20
5
21
12
22
24
2
1
25
28
23
17
8
32
19
9
33
30
16

10
5
7
3
6
28
22
18
13
20
10
12
26
14
15
27
4
25
9
23
19
2
1
24
29
21
16
8
31
17
11
33
30
32

199.397

30
3
7
4
11
19
18
28
20
16
10
13
25
12
14
26
6
29
5
24
22
2
1
23
32
17
21
9
27
15
8
30
31
33

131.795
161.383

168

20
3
6
4
11
22
21
20
11
17
10
13
25
14
15
27
5
28
7
23
26
2
1
24
31
19
18
8
29
16
9
32
30
33

40
4
12
14
22
6
16
26
11
5
29
17
7
15
21
25
18
27
10
9
8
2
1
20
31
28
24
13
23
19
3
30
32
33

50
4
12
11
21
6
14
25
9
5
28
15
13
16
20
24
17
27
8
29
7
1
2
22
31
26
23
10
19
18
3
30
32
33

141.190
150.684

60
1
16
10
17
6
12
24
13
5
27
11
21
26
23
19
15
28
8
29
7
2
3
22
30
25
20
9
14
18
4
31
32
33

70
1
12
10
14
5
11
22
21
7
26
9
19
25
23
20
13
28
8
29
6
2
3
18
31
24
17
4
15
16
27
30
32
33

158.165
150.933

80
1
12
10
14
5
11
21
20
8
25
9
19
24
23
18
13
28
6
29
7
2
3
17
30
22
16
4
15
26
27
31
32
33

90
3
11
9
13
6
8
20
18
7
23
10
21
22
24
17
12
28
5
30
14
1
2
16
29
19
15
4
25
26
27
31
32
33

150.902
145.037

155.610

POSITION OF DRIVERS AT 10-LAP INTERVALS
100
3
11
7
13
6
8
18
17
10
21
14
19
20
22
16
9
28
4
30
12
2
1
15
29
23
24
5
25
26
27
31
32
33

110
4
7
5
11
8
9
17
16
10
20
12
18
19
21
14
6
27
3
30
15
2
1
13
29
23
24
22
25
26
28
31
32
33

149.259

120
2
3
4
10
8
5
16
14
9
19
12
15
17
20
11
6
27
7
30
13
1
18
21
28
23
24
22
25
26
29
31
32
33

130
1
3
4
9
5
7
12
13
8
16
11
14
15
17
10
6
27
2
29
18
19
20
21
26
23
24
22
25
28
30
31
32
33

147.965
147.202

140
1
2
3
7
4
5
11
12
13
16
10
14
15
17
9
6
26
8
28
18
19
20
21
24
23
25
22
27
29
30
31
32
33

150
1
2
3
6
4
7
9
10
11
15
13
14
12
16
8
5
25
17
27
18
19
20
21
23
22
26
24
28
29
30
31
32
33

147.588
144.396

160
1
2
3
7
5
6
9
10
11
15
12
13
14
16
8
4
23
17
26
18
19
20
21
22
24
27
25
28
29
30
31
32
33

170
1
2
3
4
6
5
8
10
11
13
12
14
15
16
7
9
20
17
25
18
19
21
22
23
24
27
26
28
29
30
31
32
33

152.447
150.461

180
3
2
4
1
5
6
7
8
9
11
10
12
14
15
13
16
18
17
22
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

190
2
3
4
1
6
5
7
8
9
11
10
12
13
14
15
16
18
17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

148.730
150.311

200
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Driver
Kenny Brack
Jeff Ward
Billy Boat
Robby Gordon
Robby McGehee
Robbie Buhl
Buddy Lazier
Robby Unser
Tony Stewart
Hideshi Matsuda
Davey Hamilton
Raul Boesel
John Hollansworth Jr.

Tyce Carlson
Jeret Schroeder
Mark Dismore
Stan Wattles
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Buzz Calkins
Roberto Moreno
Greg Ray
Arie Luyendyk
Wim Eyckmans
Jimmy Kite
Roberto Guerrero
Steve Knapp
Scott Goodyear
Scott Sharp
Donnie Beechler
Sam Schmidt
Jack Miller
Johnny Unser
Eliseo Salazar

153.176
151.095
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POSITION BY CAR NUMBER AT 10-LAP INTERVALS
POS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Driver
Arie Luyendyk
Greg Ray
Billy Boat
Robby Gordon
Mark Dismore
Scott Sharp
Sam Schmidt
Kenny Brack
Scott Goodyear
Hideshi Matsuda
Davey Hamilton
John Hollansworth Jr.

Steve Knapp
Jeff Ward
Tyce Carlson
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Robby Unser
Eliseo Salazar
Donnie Beechler
Stan Wattles
Jeret Schroeder
Buddy Lazier
Roberto Moreno
Tony Stewart
Roberto Guerrero
Buzz Calkins
Robby McGehee
Jimmy Kite
Wim Eyckmans
Johnny Unser
Jack Miller
Robbie Buhl
Raul Boesel

Race Average Speed:

SP
5
2
11
32
28
8
99
14
4
54
9
42
35
21
20
51
81
6
98
19
96
91
33
22
50
12
55
30
52
92
17
84
3

1
5
2
11
32
28
21
14
4
99
54
9
51
81
42
20
6
35
91
98
96
19
12
50
33
52
22
55
30
84
92
3
8
17

199.397

20
5
2
14
11
28
21
51
4
99
54
32
81
9
42
20
98
22
35
50
91
84
55
12
52
3
33
96
19
8
92
30
17
6

131.795
161.383

170

10
5
2
11
28
14
32
21
4
51
54
99
9
81
42
20
35
98
91
33
22
50
84
12
52
19
3
96
55
30
92
8
6
17

30
5
2
14
11
51
28
21
99
4
54
32
42
9
20
98
22
50
84
55
81
35
33
52
12
3
96
8
91
19
17
92
30
6

40
5
2
99
14
22
55
3
33
12
51
81
21
4
11
42
84
9
28
98
52
20
32
8
35
96
91
19
50
54
17
30
92
6

141.190
150.684

50
2
5
99
14
22
55
33
51
81
4
11
21
3
84
9
42
28
98
8
20
32
52
35
96
91
50
19
54
12
17
30
92
6

60
14
2
5
99
22
55
33
51
4
11
9
84
81
8
28
21
32
98
96
35
3
52
20
91
50
42
54
19
12
30
17
92
6

70
14
2
5
4
55
33
22
51
9
11
84
21
28
32
8
98
35
52
3
96
81
91
20
50
42
54
99
19
12
17
30
92
6

158.165
150.933

80
14
2
5
4
55
51
33
22
9
11
84
21
28
32
8
35
52
96
3
81
91
50
20
42
54
98
99
19
12
30
17
92
6

90
2
5
14
4
51
55
22
84
11
9
21
28
32
33
35
52
96
81
50
91
3
42
54
20
8
98
99
19
30
12
17
92
6

150.902
145.037

155.610

POSITION BY CAR NUMBER AT 10-LAP INTERVALS
100
5
2
14
51
4
55
11
84
28
22
21
33
32
9
52
96
81
91
3
42
54
20
50
35
8
98
99
19
30
12
17
92
6

110
5
2
51
14
11
28
21
55
84
22
32
9
52
96
33
81
91
3
42
54
20
4
50
35
8
98
19
99
30
12
17
92
6

149.259

120
2
14
21
11
84
28
51
55
22
32
96
9
33
81
3
91
42
5
54
20
52
4
50
35
8
98
19
30
99
12
17
92
6

130
14
51
21
11
55
28
84
22
32
96
9
91
81
3
42
54
20
33
2
5
52
4
50
35
8
30
19
98
12
99
17
92
6

147.965
147.202

140
14
21
11
55
84
28
32
51
96
9
91
81
22
3
42
54
20
33
2
5
52
4
50
30
35
19
8
12
98
99
17
92
6

150
14
21
11
55
28
32
84
96
91
81
22
42
9
3
54
20
51
33
2
5
52
50
30
4
19
35
12
8
98
99
17
92
6

147.588
144.396

160
14
21
11
28
55
84
32
96
91
81
22
9
3
42
54
20
51
33
2
5
52
30
19
50
4
12
35
8
98
99
17
92
6

170
14
21
11
32
84
55
96
91
28
81
22
9
54
3
42
20
51
33
2
19
5
52
30
50
12
4
35
8
98
99
17
92
6

152.447
150.461

180
32
21
14
11
55
84
91
81
22
9
54
3
96
42
20
28
51
19
33
2
5
12
52
30
50
35
4
8
98
99
17
92
6

190
32
14
21
11
84
55
91
81
22
9
54
3
42
20
96
28
51
19
12
33
2
5
52
30
50
35
4
8
98
99
17
92
6

148.730
150.311

200
14
21
11
32
55
84
91
81
22
54
9
3
42
20
96
28
19
51
12
33
2
5
52
30
50
35
4
8
98
99
17
92
6

Driver
Kenny Brack
Jeff Ward
Billy Boat
Robby Gordon
Robby McGehee
Robbie Buhl
Buddy Lazier
Robby Unser
Tony Stewart
Hideshi Matsuda
Davey Hamilton
Raul Boesel
John Hollansworth Jr.

Tyce Carlson
Jeret Schroeder
Mark Dismore
Stan Wattles
Eddie Cheever Jr.
Buzz Calkins
Robert Moreno
Greg Ray
Arie Luyendyk
Wim Eyckmans
Jimmy Kite
Roberto Guerrero
Steve Knapp
Scott Goodyear
Scott Sharp
Donnie Beechler
Sam Schmidt
Jack Miller
Johnny Unser
Eliseo Salazar

153.176
151.095
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MCGEHEE NAMED BANK ONE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR FOR 500
INDIANAPOLIS, May 31, 1999 -- Robby McGehee was 7 years old when
he wrote "When I grow up I will be an Indianapolis racer; I will go two-hundred miles
an hour."
Eighteen years later, this 25-year-old race driver not only fulfilled this
childhood prediction, but also captured the ultimate honor for a newcomer in the
Indianapolis 500-Mile Race.
Monday he was named Bank One Rookie-of-the-Year for driving to fifth
place in Sunday's 83rd running of the famed auto racing event.
Larry J. O'Connor, president of Bank One, Indiana, made the
announcement at a special Bank One Rookie of the Year reception at Clowes Hall
on the Butler University campus prior to the Victory Celebration honoring all 33
drivers who participated in Sunday's race.
O'Connor said McGehee, a St. Louis native, will receive an additional check
for $25,000 from Bank One when he receives his race paycheck during the
Celebration ceremony.
McGehee was selected by a committee of 50 veteran Indy 500 observers.
He edged out fellow rookies John Hollansworth Jr., highest qualifier among the firstth
th
time drivers who placed 13 in the race, Jeret Schroeder (15 ) and Wim Eyckmans
rd
(23 ).
th
McGehee started 27 and advanced 22 positions driving his Energizer
Advanced Formula Dallara/Aurora/Firestone. He joins a select list of drivers named
Rookie of the Year since 1952.
In addition to the check, his name will be inscribed on a handsome trophy
that stands on display throughout the year at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall
of Fame Museum. He received an engraved plaque symbolic of the award.
"That means everything, it's the highest point of my life," McGehee said
about being saluted as the top rookie in the race. "The biggest thing is we just want
to make it back for years to come and hopefully win this thing."
McGehee, who stepped up from Formula 2000 along with car owner Dave
Conti, drove 199 laps in the race despite the fact his crew chief Steve Fried was
critically injured in an early pit incident.
"It made it harder for me to drive," McGehee said.
He said the best news he received during the race was that Fried was
awake in the hospital and had given a thumbs up. That's when McGehee put his foot
to the throttle and held a top eight position from Lap 40 to the finish, running as high
as fourth at one point.
McGehee, a graduate of the University of Mississippi, penned his essay
about his future in the third grade. He also predicted he would have a black car (and
he did), but his number was 55 instead of 15.
"I hope I won't crash," he wrote. "I'll go as fast as the car can go. I hope I
will win the race. I will go faster than a plane."
Finally, he wrote that his favorite drivers were A.J. Foyt and Johnny
Rutherford. Rutherford helped him through rookie orientation in April and it was
Foyt's driver, Kenny Brack, that won the race.
McGehee started his racing career in 1991 by completing the Skip Barber
Racing School course. It was a gift from his mother, who also went through the
school at the same time.
By 1994, he was racing full-time in the summer while attending college. He
won three times in a Formula Dodge. He competed in his first major race in 1996,
driving in the 24-hour event at Daytona International Speedway.
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MCGEHEE NAMED BANK ONE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR (cont.)
In 1997, he was runner-up in the U.S. Formula 2000 oval series. Last year
he won twice in that series and finished third in points. He completed the rookie
orientation program at Indy on April 10. He qualified for the 500 at 220.139 mph.
McGehee is president of his own computer consulting firm. He is deeply
involved with the "Make-A-Wish" Foundation.
CHAMP BRACK EARNS $1.4 MILLION OF RECORD '500' PURSE
INDIANAPOLIS, May 31, 1999 -- Kenny Brack earned $1,465,190 of the
rd
largest purse in motorsports history for winning Sunday's 83 Indianapolis 500,
according to final prize figures announced during the race's Victory Celebration
Monday night.
The total 1999 Indianapolis 500 purse of $9,047,150, was an event and
motorsports record. The previous event record was $8,722,150, set by last year's
Memorial Day classic. The purse is comprised of Indianapolis Motor Speedway and
Indy Racing League awards, as well as other designated awards.
Brack, from Karlstad, Sweden, beat 32 other starters from the closest
qualifying field in the history of the Indianapolis 500. His A.J. Foyt PowerTeam
Racing Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear crossed the finish line's yard of bricks 6.562seconds ahead of Jeff Ward.
Ward, driving his Yahoo/MerchantOnline Dallara/Aurora/Goodyear, earned
$583,150 for his performance. The Californian's performance launched him to the
top of the Indy Racing League point standings after three races.
rd
Brack's two A.J. Foyt Racing teammates, Billy Boat (3 ) and Robbie Buhl
th
(6 ) earned $435,200 and $257,500, respectively. The Foyt drivers earned his team
a total of $2,157,890.
Robby Gordon earned $253,270 for finishing fourth.
Bank One Rookie of the Year winner Robby McGehee finished fifth and
earned $247,750.
Pole-sitter and early race leader Arie Luyendyk earned $382,350 for his
nd
22 place finish in his last Indianapolis 500 race. Luyendyk's winnings were boosted
by the $100,000 earned by claiming the PPG Pole Award.
Brack's winner's purse was the second largest in "500" history, trailing only
the $1,568,150 won by Arie Luyendyk in 1997. Luyendyk's total was larger because
he won the event from the pole position, earning the PPG Pole Award and other
pole-related designated awards.
rd
Prize amounts ranged from Brack's record to 33 place finisher Eliseo
Salazar's $141,000.
The 84th Indianapolis 500 is scheduled for May 28, 2000.
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COMPLETE PRIZE FUND FOR THE 1999 INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation .......................................................$7,400,000
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Leaders)..........................................................90,000
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) .....................................................................9,900
Designated Awards

...........................................................................................1,547,250

Total ........................................................................................9,047.150

Acordia Motorsports Insurance
American Dairy Association
Ameritech
Bank One
Bell Helmets
BG Products, Inc.
Borg Warner Automotive, Inc.
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.
Buckeye Machine/Race Spec
C&R Racing, Inc.
Canon, U.S.A.
Clint Brawner Foundation
Coors Brewing Company
Daktronics, Inc.
Damon's Ribs
Delphi Automotive Systems
Earl's Performance Products
Eastman Kodak Co.
Emco Gears, Inc.
Ferguson Steel Co., Inc.
Firefreeze Worldwide, Inc.
First Brands - STP Racing
First Gear Engineering & Tech
Frigidaire Home Products
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
GT Interactive
GTE
Herff Jones, Inc.
Hyperco, Inc.

$50,000
11,250
7,500
25,000
6,000
5,000
130,000
20,000
5,000
10,000
5,000
5,000
75,000
10,000
5,000
20,000
13,000
10,000
5,000
10,000
10,000
24,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
25,000
30,000
15,000
5,000

Ideal Division/Stant Corp.
Indiana Oxygen
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp.
Keco Coatings
Klotz Special Formula Products
Lincoln Electric Company
Marsh Supermarkets, Inc.
MBNA Motorsports America
MCI WorldCom
Mi-Jack Products, Inc.
Mobil Oil Corporation
Motorsports Spares International, Inc.
National City
Nissan Motor Corporation USA
Oldsmobile
Pennzoil Products
PPG Industries, Inc.
Premier Farnell Corp.
Prolong
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc.
Robert Bosch Corporation
Simpson Helmets, Inc.
Snap-On Tools/C.A.M.
Stant Manufacturing, Inc.
T.P. Donovan Investments, LLC
True Value
Union Planters Bank
Wiseco Piston, Inc.
TOTAL DESIGNATED AWARDS

5,000
5,000
31,500
5,000
5,000
5,000
10,000
10,000
20,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
10,000
5,000
30,000
100,000
595,000
15,000
5,000
29,000
45,000
10,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
10,000
10,000
5,000
1,547,250

Merchandise won by race participants included:
2000 Monte Carlo Pace Car
1999 Chevrolet Camaro Convertible
Herff Jones "Champion of Champions" Ring ($5,000 value)
Tony Foyt Award, watch ($12,000 value)
Canon camera and binoculars
Trophies, plaques or rings presented by the following companies:
Ameritech
Bank One Indianapolis
Borg-Warner Corporation
Buckeye Machine/Race Spec
Clint Brawner Foundation
Coors Brewing Company
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GTE Telecommunications
Indiana Oxygen Company
National City Bank
PPG Industries
Premier/DA Lubricant
Union Planters Bank

FIRST PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Kenny Brack
A.J. Foyt PowerTeam Racing
A.J. Foyt Enterprises
Bill Spencer

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 985,560.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................... 29,700.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards ............................................................................ 449,600.00
Total Cash Prizes .............................................. $1,465,190.00
Designated Awards:
nd
Coors Brewing Company - 2 Indy Pit Stop Challenge.......................... 12,500.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
American Dairy Association - Winner ....................................................... 5,000.00
American Dairy Association - Winning Chief Mechanic ............................... 500.00
Bell Helmets - Top Finisher with Bell Helmet ............................................ 3,600.00
Borg Warner Automotive, Inc. - Winner ................................................ 130,000.00
Canon, U.S.A. - Official Race Winner ....................................................... 5,000.00
Damon's Ribs - Race Winner.................................................................... 5,000.00
Earl's Performance Products - Highest Finisher w/decal .......................... 5,000.00
Eastman Kodak Co. - Race Winner ........................................................ 10,000.00
Emco Gears, Inc. - Highest Finisher ......................................................... 5,000.00
st
First Brands - STP Racing - 1 Place if STP Oil Filters user .................... 3,000.00
First Brands - STP Racing - 1st Place if using STP Oil Treatment ............ 7,000.00
First Gear Engineering & Tech - Highest Finisher .................................... 1,000.00
Frigidaire Home Products - Highest Finisher ............................................ 5,000.00
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company - Winner/Highest Finisher ................. 5,000.00
Herff Jones, Inc. - Winner ....................................................................... 15,000.00
Hyperco, Inc. - Highest Finisher................................................................ 1,000.00
Ideal Division/Stant Corp. - Highest Finisher ............................................ 2,000.00
Ideal Division/Stant Corp. - Chief Mechanic Highest Finisher...................... 500.00
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp. - Sid Collins Award............................. 500.00
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp. - Tony Foyt Award........................... 6,000.00
Keco Coatings - Top Finisher w/ decals & patches................................... 5,000.00
MBNA Motorsports America - Lap Leaders Award ................................. 10,000.00
National City - Checkered Flag Award to Winner ................................... 10,000.00
Oldsmobile - Winner with Aurora ............................................................ 25,000.00
st
Pennzoil Products - 1 Place................................................................ 100,000.00
Premier Farnell Corp. - First Participant to Finish ................................... 10,000.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Winner....................................................... 7,500.00
st
Robert Bosch Corporation - 1 Place ..................................................... 25,000.00
Stant Manufacturing, Inc. - Highest Finisher............................................. 2,500.00
Union Planters Bank - Leads Most Laps Leaders Circle Award ............. 10,000.00
Wiseco Piston, Inc. - Highest Finisher ...................................................... 2,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 449,600.00
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SECOND PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Jeff Ward
Yahoo/MerchantOnline/Dallara/Oldsmobile
Pagan Racing
Mitch Davis

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 531,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)............................................. 1,350.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 49,800.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 583,150.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
nd
Earl's Performance Products - 2 Highest Finisher w/ decal ................... 2,500.00
nd
First Brands - STP Racing - 2 Place STP Oil Treatment........................ 3,000.00
First Brands - STP Racing - 2nd Place STP Oil Filters if user.................... 2,000.00
nd
First Gear Engineering & Tech - 2 Highest Finisher............................... 1,000.00
nd
Hyperco, Inc. - 2 Highest Finisher .......................................................... 1,000.00
nd
Ideal Division/Stant Corp. - 2 Highest Finisher.......................................... 800.00
Klotz Special Formula Products - Highest Finisher w/ decal..................... 1,000.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Second Place ............................................ 6,000.00
Robert Bosch Corporation - Second Place ............................................. 15,000.00
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal.................... 1,000.00
Stant Manufacturing, Inc. - 2nd Highest Finisher ....................................... 1,500.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 49,800.00
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THIRD PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Billy Boat
A.J. Foyt Racing
A.J. Foyt Enterprises
Craig Baranouski

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 386,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 48,200.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 435,200.00
Designated Awards:
th
Coors Brewing Company - 6 Indy Pit Stop Challenge ............................ 3,000.00
GTE - Front Row Starter......................................................................... 10,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Earl's Performance Products - 3rd Highest Finisher w/ decal .................... 1,500.00
rd
First Brands - STP Racing - 3 Place STP Oil Treatment ........................ 2,500.00
First Gear Engineering & Tech - 3rd Highest Finisher ............................... 1,000.00
rd
Hyperco, Inc. - 3 Highest Finisher .......................................................... 1,000.00
Ideal Division/Stant Corp. - 3rd Highest Finisher .......................................... 700.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Third Place ................................................ 5,000.00
Robert Bosch Corporation - Third Place ................................................... 5,000.00
nd
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 2 Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal .............. 1,000.00
Stant Manufacturing, Inc. - 3rd Highest Finisher........................................ 1,000.00
nd
Wiseco Piston, Inc. - 2 Highest Finisher................................................. 1,500.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 48,200.00
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FOURTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Robby Gordon
Glidden/Menards
Team Menard, Inc.
Dave Forbes

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 215,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................... 12,600.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 25,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 253,270.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
Earl's Performance Products - 4 Highest Finisher .................................. 1,000.00
th
First Brands - STP Racing - 4 Place STP Oil Treatment ........................ 1,500.00
First Gear Engineering & Tech - 4th Highest Finisher ............................... 1,000.00
th
Hyperco, Inc. - 4 Highest Finisher........................................................... 1,000.00
Ideal Division/Stant Corp. - 4th Highest Finisher .......................................... 500.00
nd
Klotz Special Formula Products - 2 Highest Finisher w/ decal .................. 500.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Fourth Place.............................................. 3,500.00
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 3rd Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 25,000.00
FIFTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Robby McGehee
Energizer Advanced Formula
Conti Racing
Steve Fried

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 202,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 44,750.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 247,750.00
Designated Awards:
American Dairy Association - Each Rookie Qualifier ................................... 250.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Bank One - Rookie of the Year............................................................... 25,000.00
th
First Brands - STP Racing - 5 Place STP Oil Treatment ........................ 1,000.00
th
Hyperco, Inc. - 5 Highest Finisher........................................................... 1,000.00
rd
Klotz Special Formula Products - 3 Highest Finisher w/ decal................... 500.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Fifth Place ................................................. 1,000.00
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 4th Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 44,750.00
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SIXTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Robbie Buhl
A.J. Foyt Racing
A.J. Foyt Enterprises
Rod Behlke

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 198,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 58,500.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 257,500.00
Designated Awards:
Buckeye Machine/Race Spec - Final Measure Award .............................. 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
Earl's Performance Products - 5 Highest Finisher .................................. 1,000.00
th
First Brands - STP Racing - 6 Place STP Oil Treatment ........................ 1,000.00
th
Ideal Division/Stant Corp. - 5 Highest Finisher .......................................... 500.00
Marsh Supermarkets, Inc. - Most Improved Position .............................. 10,000.00
MCI WorldCom - Long Distance Award .................................................. 20,000.00
Motorsports Spares Int'l., Inc. - Persistence Pays
nd
(Highest finish by 2 day qualifier)................................ 5,000.00
th
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 5 Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 58,500.00
SEVENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Buddy Lazier
Delta Faucet/Coors Light/Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing
Hemelgarn Racing, Inc.
Dennis LaCava

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 259,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 25,100.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 285,100.00
Designated Awards:
Indiana Oxygen - Perseverance Sportsmanship Award ........................... 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
nd
Bell Helmets - 2 Highest Finisher w/ Bell Helmet ................................... 1,100.00
Earl's Performance Products - 6th Highest Finisher .................................. 1,000.00
th
First Gear Engineering & Tech - 5 Highest Finisher ............................... 1,000.00
Klotz Special Formula Products - 4th Highest Finisher w/ decal................... 500.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Seventh Place ........................................... 1,000.00
Wiseco Piston, Inc. - 3rd Highest Finisher .................................................... 500.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 25,100.00

179

EIGHTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Robby Unser
PetroMoly/Team Pelfrey
Team Pelfrey
John King

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 176,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 18,500.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 195,500.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
Earl's Performance Products - 7 Highest Finisher .................................. 1,000.00
th
Klotz Special Formula Products - 5 Highest Finisher w/ decal................... 500.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Eighth Place .............................................. 1,000.00
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 6th Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes......................................

$18,500.00

NINTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Tony Stewart
The Home Depot
Tri Star Motorsports Inc.
Rob Grossman

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 169,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 17,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 186,670.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Ninth Place................................................ 1,000.00
th
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 7 Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 17,000.00
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TENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Hideshi Matsuda
Mini Juke/Beck Motorsports
Beck Motorsports
Tom Bose

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 164,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 21,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 186,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
First Brands - STP Racing - 10 Place STP Oil Filters if user .................. 1,000.00
Prolong - Highest Finisher ........................................................................ 5,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 21,000.00
ELEVENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Davey Hamilton
Galles Racing Spinal Conquest
Galles Racing
Darren Russell

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 161,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 58,500.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 220,500.00
Designated Awards:
st
Coors Brewing Company - 1 Indy Pit Stop Challenge .......................... 32,500.00
Coors Brewing Company - Decal on Pit Challenge Winner ...................... 5,000.00
Ferguson Steel Co., Inc. - Most Consistent Qualifier ................................ 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 8 Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 58,500.00
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TWELFTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Raul Boesel
Brant Racing/R & S/MKV
Brant Racing
Tony Kenter

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 232,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,600.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 248,600.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
rd
Bell Helmets - 3 Highest Finisher w/ Bell Helmet....................................... 600.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,600.00
THIRTEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

John Hollansworth Jr.
pcsave.com/Lycos/Dallara
TeamXtreme Racing, L.L.C.
Rob Stark

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 229,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 35,400.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 265,400.00
Designated Awards:
Snap-On Tools/C.A.M. - Top Wrench ....................................................... 5,000.00
American Dairy Association - Fastest Rookie Qualifier............................. 5,000.00
Firefreeze Worldwide, Inc. - Highest Placed Qualifying Rookie................ 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
T.P. Donovan Investments, LLC - Top Starting Rookie ............................ 5,000.00
Bell Helmets - 4th Highest Finisher w/ Bell Helmet....................................... 400.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 35,400.00
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FOURTEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Tyce Carlson
Pennzoil/Damon's/Bluegreen
Blueprint-Immke Racing, Inc.
Jimmy Pinkley

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 225,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 21,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 247,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Firefreeze Worldwide, Inc. - First Finisher w/ MotorMax cooling .............. 5,000.00
th
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 9 Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 21,000.00
FIFTEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Jeret Schroeder
Purity Farms/Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti/Firestone
Cobb Racing/Price Cobb
Dave Meehan

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 147,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 28,250.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 176,250.00
Designated Awards:
American Dairy Association - Each Qualifying Rookie................................. 250.00
Ferguson Steel Co., Inc. - Most Consistent Rookie Qualifier.................... 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
First Brands - STP Racing - 15 Place if STP Oil Filters user .................. 1,000.00
First Brands - STP Racing - 15th Place STP Oil Treatment ...................... 1,000.00
Nissan Motor Corporation USA - Highest Finisher Infiniti - non-winner .... 5,000.00
Simpson Helmets, Inc. - 10th Highest Finisher w/ helmet & decal............. 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 28,250.00
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SIXTEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Mark Dismore
MCI WorldCom
Kelley Racing
Ron Heck

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 219,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,300.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 235,300.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
th
Bell Helmets - 5 Highest Finisher w/ Bell Helmet....................................... 300.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,300.00
SEVENTEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Stan Wattles
Metro Racing Systems/NCLD
Metro Racing Systems, Inc.
John West

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 142,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 158,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
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EIGHTEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Eddie M. Cheever Jr.
Team Cheever/The Children's Beverage Group/Dallara
Team Cheever
Owen Snyder

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 214,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)............................................. 1,800.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 30,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 246,800.00
Designated Awards:
C & R Racing, Inc. - True Grit Award...................................................... 10,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Lincoln Electric Company - Hard Charger Award ..................................... 5,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 30,000.00
NINETEENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Buzz Calkins
Bradley Food Marts/Sav-O-Mat
Bradley Motorsports
Todd Tappley

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 212,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 228,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
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TWENTIETH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Roberto Moreno
Truscelli Team Racing/Warner Bros.
Joe Truscelli
Joe Wanninger

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 210,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 225,670.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
TWENTY-FIRST PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Greg Ray
Glidden/Menards
Team Menard, Inc.
John O'Gara

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 132,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................... 14,400.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 57,500.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 204,900.00
Designated Awards:
th
Coors Brewing Company - 4 Indy Pit Stop Challenge ............................ 5,000.00
GTE - Front Row Starter......................................................................... 10,000.00
Mi-Jack Products, Inc. - Fastest Single Qualifying Lap............................. 2,500.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
GT Interactive - Fastest Race Lap .......................................................... 25,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 57,500.00
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TWENTY-SECOND PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Arie Luyendyk
Sprint PCS/Meijer
Treadway Racing LLC
Skip Faul

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 130,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)........................................... 28,350.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards ............................................................................ 223,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 382,350.00
Designated Awards:
th
Coors Brewing Company - 8 Indy Pit Stop Challenge ............................ 2,500.00
Premier Farnell Corp. - Premier/D-A Mechanical Achievement Award..... 5,000.00
Acordia Motorsports Insurance - Acordia Award .................................... 25,000.00
GTE - Front Row Starter......................................................................... 10,000.00
Mi-Jack Products, Inc. - Fastest Single Qualifying Lap............................. 2,500.00
Oldsmobile - Pole with Aurora .................................................................. 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Pole Position...................................................... 100,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
True Value - Pole Chief Mechanic .......................................................... 10,000.00
BG Products, Inc. - First Finisher with BG Engine Oil............................... 5,000.00
Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. - Highest Finishing Driver Lap 99................. 20,000.00
Delphi Automotive Systems - Halfway Award ......................................... 20,000.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Pole Position ............................................. 1,500.00
Raybestos/Brake Parts, Inc. - Pole Position Mechanic ............................. 1,500.00
Total Designated Prizes..................................... $ 223,000.00
TWENTY-THIRD PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Wim Eyckmans
EGP/Beaulieu of America/Dallara/Oldsmobile/Goodyear
Team Cheever
Dane Harte

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 129,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,250.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 145,250.00
Designated Awards:
American Dairy Association - Each Rookie Qualifier ................................... 250.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,250.00
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TWENTY-FOURTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Jimmy Kite
Alfa Laval/Team Losi/Fastrod/McCormack/Haas CNC
McCormack Motorsports, Inc.
Brad McCanless

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 202,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 25,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 228,000.00
Designated Awards:
th
Coors Brewing Company - 7 Indy Pit Stop Challenge ............................ 2,500.00
Ameritech - Youngest Starting Driver ....................................................... 7,500.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 25,000.00
TWENTY-FIFTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Roberto Guerrero
Cobb Racing/G Force/Infiniti
Cobb Racing/Price Cobb
Phil Spano

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 201,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 217,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
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TWENTY-SIXTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Steve Knapp
Delco Remy/ThermoTech/Microphonics/Prolong/G Force
ISM Racing Corp.
Chuck Buckman Jr.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 200,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 216,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
TWENTY-SEVENTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Scott Goodyear
Pennzoil Panther/G Force
Panther Racing, LLC
Kevin Blanch

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 198,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 18,500.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 217,500.00
Designated Awards:
th
Coors Brewing Company - 5 Indy Pit Stop Challenge ............................ 3,500.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 18,500.00
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TWENTY-EIGHTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Scott Sharp
Delphi Automotive Systems
Kelley Racing
Mike Horvath

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 197,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 23,500.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 221,500.00
Designated Awards:
rd
Coors Brewing Company - 3 Indy Pit Stop Challenge ............................ 8,500.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Awards ................................... $ 23,500.00
TWENTY-NINTH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Donnie Beechler
Cahill Racing/Big Daddy's BBQ
Cahill Racing, Inc.
Gilbert Lage

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 122,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 20,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 143,000.00
Designated Awards:
Clint Brawner Foundation - Clint Brawner Mech Excellence..................... 5,000.00
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 20,000.00

190

THIRTIETH PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Sam Schmidt
Unistar Auto Insurance
Treadway Racing LLC
Tony VanDongen

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 196,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes)............................................. 1,800.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 213,800.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
THIRTY-FIRST PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Jack Miller
Dean's Milk Chug
Tri Star Motorsports Inc.
Derrick Stepan

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 130,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 146,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
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THIRTY-SECOND PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Johnny Unser
Tae-Bo/Hemelgarn Racing/Homier Tool/Delta Faucet
Hemelgarn Racing, Inc.
Scott Marks

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 145,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 15,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 161,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 15,000.00
THIRTY-THIRD PLACE
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Eliseo Salazar
FUBU Nienhouse Racing Special
Nienhouse Motorsports, Inc.
Don Basala

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ........................................... 120,670.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ..................................................... 330.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 20,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ............................................... $ 141,000.00
Designated Awards:
PPG Industries, Inc. - Starter Indianapolis 500....................................... 15,000.00
Mobil Oil Corporation - Highest Finisher w/ no winner .............................. 5,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 20,000.00
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NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Robbie Buhl
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Purex/Dallara
Sinden Racing Service
Joe Kennedy

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 25,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ................................................. $ 25,000.00
Designated Awards:
Acordia Motorsports Insurance - Acordia Award .................................... 25,000.00
Total Designated Awards ................................... $ 25,000.00
NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Eliseo Salazar
Eliseo Salazar

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 25,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ................................................ $ 25,000.00
Designated Awards:
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corp. - Scott Brayton Award ................... 25,000.00
Total Designated Prizes...................................... $ 25,000.00
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NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Speedway Engines
Speedway Engine Development

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards ................................................................................ 1,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ................................................... $ 1,000.00
Designated Awards:
Klotz Special Formula Products - Highest Finishing Engine Builder ......... 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes....................................... $

1,000.00

NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Team Menard Engines
Menard Engines

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards ................................................................................... 500.00
Total Cash Prizes ...................................................... $ 500.00
Designated Awards:
nd
Klotz Special Formula Products - 2 Highest Finishing Engine Builder ...... 500.00
Total Designated Prizes......................................... $
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500.00

NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Brayton Engineering
Brayton Engineering

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards ................................................................................... 500.00
Total Cash Prizes ...................................................... $ 500.00
Designated Awards:
rd
Klotz Special Formula Products - 3 Highest Finisher Engine Builder ........ 500.00
Total Designated Prizes.......................................... $

500.00

NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Roush Technologies
Roush Technologies

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards ................................................................................ 1,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ................................................... $ 1,000.00
Designated Awards:
Wiseco Piston, Inc. - Highest Finishing Engine Builder ............................ 1,000.00
Total Designated Prizes........................................ $ 1,000.00
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NON-STARTER
Driver:
Car Name:
Entrant:
Crew Chief:

Mike Groff
LINC CAPITAL/MI-JACK/Dallara
TeamXtreme Racing, L.L.C.
Rob Stark

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation ...................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Lap Prizes).................................................... 0.00
Citizens Speedway Committee (Parade) ......................................................... 0.00
Designated Awards .............................................................................. 10,000.00
Total Cash Prizes ................................................. $ 10,000.00
Designated Awards:
Daktronics, Inc. - My Bubble Burst.......................................................... 10,000.00
Total Designated Prizes....................................... $ 10,000.00
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RODGER WARD INTERVIEW -- LEGENDS OF THE SPEEDWAY - May 16, 1999
QUESTION: Rodger, things have certainly in some respects changed from when you
were running here at the Indianapolis Motor speedway, but from your perspective,
what things haven't changed?
WARD: Well, I think the way the facility is being managed, they're certainly doing a
great job in that regard. Of course, they've made a few little changes: adding the
stock cars to the facility and, of course now, bringing Formula One. I think it was
really a shame to have a facility like this being used once a year. I think Tony George
is doing an unbelievably great job bringing other races here and if you saw the crowd
for the NASCAR race, you'd know that was also a big success. It does a lot for the
whole group. With Indianapolis having Formula One, how much else is there?
Q: Let's talk a little bit about your career. I heard a lag once ask you, "what could the
success of your career be attributed to," and you said, "Persistence." Tell some of
the people here about how you actually got that first Indy car ride.
WARD: Well, actually, getting the ride was what was kind of tough. I had been
driving for Roger Walkonit and we had a nice car and like that, but I believed that
A.J. Watson was the premier chief mechanic here at the racetrack. When I found out
that he was going with another team, I thought that was where I probably ought to
be, if I could organize it. So I called up Mr. Wilkie and said, "Mr. Wilkie, my name is
Rodger Ward. I understand you're putting together a new team and I certainly would
love to drive for you if we could work that out." And he said, "Well, I'm sorry, Rodger,
but we've already hired Jim Rathmann." And I said, "Well, I'm sure he'll do a good
job, but if anything happens, I'd appreciate it if you'd give me a call." He said, Well,
thank you, Rodger. We'll talk about that." So a little time went by and I heard that
Rathmann was going to stay with his team where Jack Beckley was chief mechanic
and I can't think of the owner's name. He was from Atlanta. Anyway, then I heard
that Rathmann was going to stay with his chief, so I called Wilkie again and I said,
"Mr. Wilkie, this is Rodger Ward again and I understood that Rathmann was going to
stay with the team that he was with. Maybe now it's available." He said, "Well, we've
decided to go with George Jamie." I said, Well, gee, I think he's a great young race
driver. He'll certainly do a fine job, but if anything happens, I'd appreciate it if you'd
remember I'm still available." A few days went by, maybe a week or two, I don't know
and George Jamie decided to drive for Chuck George Bignotti. Now, I don't know
what made him think that would be a better team, you know, I think he was out of his
mind. So I called Wilkie again and he said, "Well, Rodger, I'm going to be in Los
Angeles in a few days and we'll sit down and have a little chat." I said, "Okay, I'd
appreciate it very much." He shows up and of course, I convinced him that I was the
guy he needed, and I got to tell you that it worked out pretty damn good.
Q: Have you ever stopped selling, Rodger? Because from that day forward you
certainly have done it.
WARD: Well, you know, I wasn't really a very good salesman when he thought he
could get Rathmann…but actually, it just worked out perfectly and of course, driving
for Watson was a whole brand new experience. I mean, the car was so absolutely
great, it was hard to believe.
Q: When you look, and you have stayed very active…we'll talk a little bit about your
newest adventure in a minute, but when you look at what is now being presented
under the Indy Racing League, are there parallels? Can you see some parallels to
the type of environment that you raced in?
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WARD: Well, yes, I can. Actually, with this bunch of young kids that we have coming
along…I say 'young kids;' most of them are fairly young, but they grew up driving
sprint cars and midgets. I can tell you this: that's where you learn how to drive a
racecar. Coming here and going this fast is a little bit different, but I assure you that
the training that you get in a midget, in a sprint car and perhaps in a Silver Crown car
is really the kind of experience that makes you into a damn good race driver.
Q: Does the race driver make Indy or does Indy make the race driver?
WARD: Indy makes the race driver. You become famous when you come here. I
don't care where else you race in the world, and I've raced all over the world, but
coming to Indianapolis…when I left California to…well, I came here the first year,
1951, I was a star in California because I'd won. I drove for Vic Alabrot and we have
a Ford that beat all the others from Gilmore and it was an unbelievable racecar. I
was pretty famous in my own territory, but when I came to Indianapolis, and the first
time I ran here, I wasn't known as a driver from California. I was an Indy driver. That
really, for me, that was prestige. It took me a little while to win the race, but when I
finally did get into the right equipment, God, it was unbelievable. The experience of
winning here…I can't describe to you how wonderful it was. Now, I wouldn't want you
to think that I was a little confused at my first win, but as we got towards the end of
the race, I kept thinking, "Well, how many more laps are there?" and then there was
one more because we had the white flag…and I said, "Okay, you idiot, don't crash it
now. I mean, you got it won," and then I got the checkered flag, and I thought, "Well,
they might have miscounted. I'd better run one more lap just to be damn sure." So I
ran one more lap and then I couldn't remember where Victory Lane was. Now, I want
you to know that I wasn't excited or nervous or anything like that, but I could not
actually remember where Victory Lane was. So I came down the first way and they
were waving at me, "Over here! Over here!" so obviously I drove it over there. And
they showed me the newspaper, and I didn't know how they knew I was going to
win…then of course, we had a lovely movie star, Miss Erin O'Brien, and that was
kind of pleasant part of the ceremony when we got a little kiss and I enjoyed it so
much I thought I'd go back for seconds. I had her kind of bent back over the car, and
she was squirming a little bit. Then I realized she was leaning pretty close to the
exhaust pipe, which may have caused…I thought it was me, but you know, it's hard
for me to describe what a wonderful life I've lived.
Q: Almost equal to your two victories though, Rodger, is that 1960 dual with Jim
Rathmann. When you look back on it, is that not part of the heritage that Rodger
Ward brought to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway?
WARD: Well, except the wrong guy won.
Q: Well, we know that!
WARD: Actually, it just goes to show you how stupid you can become sometimes,
you know. I had by far the best racecar that year, I really did. When I came into the
pits to make my first pit stop, I had about an 8 or 10 second lead on second and
third, and one of them was Eddie Sachs and Jim Rathmann. I came in and got a little
bit careless. We sat there and the pit stop was over, and Watson hit me on the head
maybe a little harder than he should have, I'm not sure…and I put the car in gear,
released the clutch and forgot to step on the gas. So I sat there for another 50
seconds while they tuned the thing up again and of course, went back out. Now, to
get caught up, I had to run extremely hard, and I did put an extra little turn of weight
in the car 'cause it would run quicker that way. I finally did, before our second pit
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stop; I was back up to where I was in the hunt. Then we made our second pit stop
and then we made our third pit stop and we raced each other. Finally, I made the last
pit stop and I thought, "Well, I'm going to put a little distance between me and
Rathmann." And I went after it pretty hard, and I'm watching my right front tire, and I
said, "God, I've got to slow down. This tire's going to wear out." So I slowed down,
and I can say that I allowed Rathmann to lead, I mean…
Q: You can say it, you're here while he's not.
WARD: But he led the race for a while. Then we both kind of slowed down, and
everything was going just as I had planned it until Johnny Thompson, who was
running third, got into the hunt and I'm saying, "Oh, my God…this can't become a
three car race for the lead. I'd better get after that Rathmann." So I passed him and
tried to run as slow as I could to stay ahead, but with 3 and a half laps to go, the right
front tire came through the cord, and I thought he showed very poor sportsmanship
to pass a cripple and go on and win the damn race. I mean, what the heck. But it
was one of the most fun races I've every drove in my life because racing against a
guy like Jack really is fun. I mean, he's as good a driver as you're ever going to find.
And you never had to worry about him running into you or anything like that. He
really was a super great guy and a great race driver and certainly deserved to win
the race.
Q: People say if you're not a student of history, that you're doomed to make the
same mistakes again. If you could assemble the people that are trying to start this
rd
83 Indy 500 and could give them one piece of advice, what would it be?
WARD: Boy, that's a tough question. I think it would depend a little bit on how many
times they'd been here. I mean, the rookies, you'd give them a different kind of
advice.
Q: All right, I'm a rookie. Give me the advice.
WARD: Okay, I'd say, "This is your first race, so what you want to do is stay out
there and stay out of trouble. Don' worry too much about leading the race. Just get
some experience here because it's going to be tough for anyone to win this race
their first time out." Now, it has happened, but believe me, it's a miracle if somebody
in their very first race wins a race. I know Graham Hill won the race in the car I
should have been driving…
Q: You noticed I stayed away from that…
WARD: …and it was his first race. But so many cars dropped out, including me, he
was able to win the race. Certainly as great a driver as he was, he was entitled to
win it, but you know, it was just one of those things. Your first race is one where you
go out there and take care of yourself, get the experience, learn what it's all about
and them come back and try to win it.
Q: Now, to the veterans… What would you say?
WARD: Well, if they don't already know, there ain't much I can say to them. It's you
know, every driver could use a little comfort once in a while. So when a veteran and I
chat, I just tell them to take care of it and you'll be in it when it's over and that's
what's important.

202

RODGER WARD INTERVIEW -- May 16, 1999 (cont.)
Q: How elite is the fraternity? When you get together and chat with another Indy 500
winner, is there something special about that? Can you trade certain things?
WARD: Well, we lie to each other a little about how great we were and how come we
won that race and what were you doing? I don't know, it's…it is a very select group
of people, and I don't know. When I look back at my career and think how lucky I was
to do the things that I've done, how many people do you know can truthfully say that
they've fulfilled their lifetime's ambition? Not too many people. Well, you're sitting
with one.
Q: A true champion. Any questions from the people here? Tell us about the midget
ride in the Grand Prix.
WARD: Well, it's kind of a longer story, but it was kind of fun. I got invited to go to
Lime Rock, Connecticut for a sports car race. USAC was trying to get into sports
cars, and I called up…they gave me several names of people who had these sports
cars, and I called them up and they were all very gracious. "Well, yeah, Rodger, we
know you do that round and round thing pretty good, but sports cars are a little
different." I said, "Well, yeah, but I can do it." But finally we went up to New York.
Chris Economaki had a friend in New York who had a nice sports car. I can't
remember what it was, but anyway, a nice sports car. He says, "Come on up here. I
think he wants you to drive it." So I flew up to New York and we went over to meet
the guy. We had lunch at Weston D'éclair, Dijon D'éclair , and I had to pick up the
tab and I said, "Well, I'd like to go over and take a look at the racecar." Well, the guy
that owned the car was there too. So we went over and we looked at the car and he
said, "Well, Rodger, I hate to tell you this, but actually this morning I made a deal
with one of the truly great drivers of our time, road race drivers." I said, "Well, sorry.
Who was that?" He said, "Well, that's John Fitch." I said, "John Fitch?" I said, "He
came to Indianapolis and he didn't get going fast enough to get warm. You're going
to tell me that you're taking him instead of me?" He said, "Well, yeah. He's a great
road race driver." So I said, "Well, okay. Thank you very much." Then I swore at
Chris Economaki all the way back to the airport. I got back here and decided I wasn't
going to go to Lime Rock. Well, Chris called me up and said, "You know, Rodger,
I've had another idea." And I said, "Well, it'd better be a lot better than the last one."
He said, "Well, the people over here in New Jersey got the best midgets on the East
Coast." I said, "Economaki, are you kidding? I'm not going to Lime Rock in a midget.
I'd embarrass myself. I mean, my God, I've won Indianapolis. I'm…you know, I'm big
time now." He said, "No, you might have a pretty good, you know, ride." I said,
"Forget it." He said, "Well, at least talk to the guy." I said, "Okay, have him call me."
So he called me and of course, he started off, "Rodger, you're such a wonderful guy
and such a great race driver. We'd be so honored to have you…" Well, how in the
hell are you going to turn that guy down? I mean… So I went over to Lime Rock in
this midget and I was very pleasantly surprised at how fast I could run. Finally, you
know, it came time to qualify and George Constantine was the real hot dog there; he
had a big factory-passed Demartin. He went out and set a new track record and of
course, the applause was deafening. I was the next car up…I broke his track record
by 1/2 a second…and you could hear a pin drop on the grass. I'm not sh---ing you.
Of course, in the race itself, I did manage to win it rather handily, and of course, it
was a truly great thrill to win that. And them Mr. Chrysler, who was there with his
great car and John Fitch as he walked by, I saw him…and I said, "I've got the trophy
and all that stuff" and I said, "Well, if you're ever looking for a real driver, let me
know, but don't ask me 'cause I wouldn't drive for you." So I got my revenge. Then,
of course, because we had that success there, there was a Formula One
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Grand Prix there at Sebring. I thought, "Well, that can't be all that tough. We'll take a
midget to Sebring." And we did, and I qualified for the race and as a matter of fact, at
one time in the race I was running eighth. Now, I've got to tell you that the cars in
that era were somewhat less respectable than today's Formula One cars, but it was
a lot of fun. Finally, I had trouble. I had to put a clutch in the car, and a midget with a
clutch and transmission is somewhat handicapped. I finally lost the clutch and had to
stop in the race and that was probably a good thing. But I had a world of fun and met
a lot of great guys. That's when I met Jack Rathmann for the first time, and finally
convinced him to come here and play around a little bit. So, I've had a truly
wonderful life and the nice things that have happened to me are too many to tell.
Q: Rodger, you've experienced and you've shared some of the good times you've
had in racing. I know you've had some bad times as well. Is it true that after the '55
Vukovich crash that you spent some time up here in the stands, kind of re-thinking
your life, and if that's true, what were your emotions? What were your feelings at that
time?
WARD: Well, I don't know that I could really explain to you how badly I felt because
of the accident. It was stupid and because he and I were good friends, I know he
wouldn't have…you know. He'd have said, "Well, it's another racing accident." But
that's not the way I looked at it. To me, it was an absolute disaster. Had I…I just…I
wasn't sure I even belonged in racing, you know, because we were such good
friends and the fact that he lost his life and everything. I just wasn't sure, you
know…that I belonged here, I guess. And it took me a little while, and I finally went to
California to the funeral and met with his brothers and I told them how much I
regretted it. And they said, "Look, Rodger, things happen. He would be upset if in
fact you decided to retire." I said, "Well, maybe you're right," and I remembered the
first time I ever met him. We were at Phoenix, Arizona driving the midgets and at a
little track over there. And I went pretty spectacular, and he came over and said,
"You know kid, you might become a race driver someday if you stay alive." To me
that was the greatest compliment a guy could say to anyone. So we did become
great friends.
Q: Questions? Rodger, you were one of the fellows that made the transition period
between running the roadsters and into the rear-engine cars. A.J. had built a couple
of rear-engine cars for you, and I know you ran that one year with John Meacum, but
could you talk a little bit about how you and the others who had started in the frontengine cars made that transition? Was it tough or what?
WARD: No, it really wasn't actually. Once you're in the racecar, if you can kind of
close your mind in regard to the fact that the engine's behind you instead of in front
of you, the racecar feels pretty much the same. Now, one thing is that you're sitting a
little further forward in the car than you were with the front-engine cars; but quite
frankly, once you kind of adjust your thinking to it, the only thing I regret…the '64
race is the only race I really regret losing, and it was kind of a stupid thing that
happened to us. That was the first year of the Fords. Of course, we qualified pretty
well outside in the front row and Watson and I decided we would need, we wanted to
run alcohol in the race. Well, the Ford Motor Company said, "You're going to run
gasoline." I said, "No, I don't want to run gasoline. I don't like gasoline. I don't like fire
hazards. Besides that, the Lotuses that are here are much lighter; they're a couple
hundred pounds lighter and aerodynamically we're not even in the same hunt. So, I
feel like in order for me to be competitive against the Lotuses, I need to drive a car
that's on, you know, alcohol or maybe 80-10-10." So they said, "You're going to run
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on gasoline." Well, Carburetion Day we ran on gasoline. And if I'd been smart, I
would have probably realized that was going to be more than enough, but I didn't.
And we went… the day of the drivers' meeting, Watson said, "Well, Ward, what do
you want to do?" I said, "Hell, let's put the stuff in." He said, "Well, you know we're
not carbureted," because every time we try to get carbureted with 80-10-10, the Ford
Motor Company could hear this and they'd come over and remove nine of the
nozzles out of the ejectors. I said, "Damn it, can't you get close?" He said, "Well,
yeah." I said, "Okay," so we put it in. Now I came out race morning and we had a
three-position valve. Three different mixtures and the valve was right there. I said,
"Watson, that ain't gonna work 'cause it's going to cut off the circulation to my leg." I
said, "You've got to fix that." Since race drivers aren't all space scientists, I wanted to
be damn sure I didn't make a mistake, so I wrote on the instrument panel forward
was lean. So I told him he was going to have to fix that. So he fixed it. He turned it
upside-down. And they put the sign up "run lean." So I'm looking at the instrument
panel… lean is forward. So I went forward. Wrong. And I made five pit stops for fuel,
and finished second by a rather small margin and lapped myself twice. So the car
deserved to win, but the dumb driver… and my crew didn't really… I mean, they
should have realized what was happening. I blame them, you know. But another
thing… that was the year of the tragic accident up in Turn 4. I… you know, when
someone gets into an accident, no matter how serious it is, if they don't stop the
race, you can kind of kid yourself about 'well, he could have survived that' you know.
You don't allow yourself to become involved in it. Well, they stopped that race for an
hour and 45 minutes. Then when it got time to get back in that racecar, the attitude
that you showed up with that morning is no longer the same attitude because they
made an announcement that the drivers were dead. I mean, God, it just takes your
heart right out. I honestly believe that mechanically I drove a good race, but I don't
think that mentally I was as capable… 'cause I think had that accident not happened,
and I made that mistake, I think I would have realized what had happened. That I
would have thought about, "Why am I using so much damn fuel" and I could have
won the race with four pit stops, but I made five. But I made Foyt famous, so what
the hell, I mean…
Q: I actually have a picture of A.J. Watson flushing out the tank. I'll never forget my
dad coming home and saying, "I didn't know until after the race what this meant." Are
there any more questions? Rodger, you'd mentioned the mental aspect. How much
of the race would be mental as well as mechanical?
WARD: I think it's more mental than mechanical. After you learn to drive a racecar, it
then becomes a matter of matching your wits with the other people. And of course, it
always helps if you have the best car. Driving for Watson, quite often you had the
best car so it made winning not easy, but certainly it made it a lot more easy than if
you hadn't. If Watson hadn't built Rathmann that new car in 1960, I'd have won that
one, too, but Watson thought he was going to make a few bucks. He built four new
racecars and one of them beat us.
Q: I have a follow-up on the Cooper story. When you helped Brabham… when
Brabham came here with the Formula One car, did you ever drive that car here?
WARD: Well, actually, I drove the car that he brought to test the racetrack. It was a
Formula One car, and the car they brought to race was a longer version of the
original car, but he came here and he ran some laps. We were kind of joking and he
said, "You know, Rodger, if you'd let me go the other direction, I could go even
faster." I said, "Yeah, well we're not going to give you that advantage." So they got
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through running and he said, "Would you like to take a ride in the car?" and I said,
"You're damn right." So I got into the car, and Brabham was somewhat taller than I…
so I had problems reaching the pedals. I had to kind of scoot down to reach the
pedals and when I did, I could barely see over the windshield, you know. It was kind
of tough. So I went out and ran a few laps and I got to going a little faster than what
they thought I should, and so they called me in, but it was a great thrill to drive that,
what a wonderful guy Jack Brabham has turned. He's just a wonderful person. Sir
Jack, now.
Q: Changing the subject slightly now. Looking at the Indianapolis 500 itself, how
important was it for you to win this race and do you think it's still as important for
young drivers today in the current situation with the sport growing so much in this
country and so forth?
WARD: Well, bear in mind that when I won here, there was only one other major
speedway in the country, Daytona Beach. I think that's one… today there are so
many other major facilities throughout the country and there are so many major
races throughout the country. You know, you've got all those great big tracks and
everything and I think the emphasis on Indianapolis perhaps may not be quite as
much as it was in that era 'cause when you won Indianapolis, you instantly were
famous. Well, nowadays with all the other races and everything on television,
perhaps the importance of it might be somewhat less, but it certainly wouldn't have
been less for me. I think it isn't less for the guy who wins it because, I'll tell you, this
is the dream come true when you win this race. I don't care where else you've ran,
until you've run here and been lucky enough to win it, it's another whole story.
Q: Also wanted to let you know that at 3:45 p.m., Rodger's going to get back behind
the wheel of that '62 car that he drove to Victory Lane and take it back on the
racetrack. Any thoughts about that?
WARD: About 30 mph right now… at my age.
Q: Any other questions? Well, Rodger, thanks for joining us.
WARD: Well, thank you. It's certainly a pleasure to be here and thank you all very
much for all your kindness over the years. Thank you.
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Q: A.J., you're saluted here at the 83rd running of the Indy 500, and A.J., it would be
awfully tough to list all of your accomplishments, but to begin with, I found it
fascinating how you got involved in automobile racing to begin with. It was straight
out of the service and it was just by dumb luck, so to speak.
WATSON: Yeah, right. I just ran into a guy in junior college and he wanted to go
racing and I said, "OK."
Q: And built the roadster in California at Saugus, is that correct?
WATSON: Yeah, we ran it at Saugus. We ran it at Saugus the first time.
Q: When you first started, was there… I mean, was it just a job or did you kind of get
bit by the bug? What were your first initial feelings?
WATSON: Well, I wanted to be a race driver, of course, like all the kids, but found
out I couldn't do it because I had stomach trouble and no guts. So I just started
building. Built a car one or two a year. Finally came back here with our first
Speedway car in '49.
Q: An awful lot of successes with the Watson name, but a lot of it is associated with
another W, actually two more W's, like Wilke and Ward. What was that trio like? You
know, what was your perspective on those years?
WATSON: Well, I think we got Ward right when he was getting pretty hot, so we
were just lucky to get him. And he's the one that saved my job most of the time.
Wilke, of course, furnished the money, and that's all it took is money and a good
race driver and you could make some money.
Q: Well, it seems to me that you and Rodger communicated on a pretty good level.
Maybe not all the time in agreement with each other either.
WATSON: No, but he did know how to finish and if you can finish, you can win. He
did that a lot.
Q: You may be one of the few guys that transcend so many generations. You're still
involved here at the Speedway in the IRL series, lending your knowledge to the PDM
boys. Are there similarities in 1999 to when you first came here back in, what, 1949?
WATSON: Well, not really. I mean, there is… there's still race drivers, then there's
some that aren't too good of race drivers, and you've still got to have a good driver.
But the PDM crew is a crew from the old school kind of, and they do a good job with
very little money.
Q: Let's talk a little bit about your business. How could a mechanic in those days be
a car builder, field cars for the Indy 500 and sell cars to the competition?
WATSON: Well, I did that when I was working with Zink. Of course, he fired me. So
he said… he didn't fire me. He just said, "You'd better move to Tulsa so I can watch
you." So I said, "No, I'm not going to move to Tulsa." That's when Ralph Wilke… He
said… He told me a year or so before that, "You ever need a job, call me," and I
called him and I went to work for Wilke after that. That was in either '48 or '58.
Q: The Indy roadsters, did… are they, from your standpoint, how special are they to
Indianapolis?
WATSON: I don't know. Just a few years there that they ran good… about 10 years
there. I think we're just lucky we copied the curves like everybody else does.
Everybody copies something and I just made it a little different, a good bit lighter and
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it worked. Everybody had to have one. All the good drivers had them so we started
winning.
Q: Any questions from anybody here? Let me ask you a little bit about the transition
from the front-engine roadsters to the rear-engine. You went through that as a
mechanic and also as a builder. How big of a jump was that?
WATSON: It must have been pretty big 'cause I built some pretty good rear-engine
cars, but… I mean front-engine cars, then I started making rear-engine cars. The first
ones I did like I did for my roadsters; I copied somebody, Rolla Vollstedt, and it ran
real good. We finished second. From then on, we kind of turned to… crap.
Q: You have a question back here? Did the Cummins 1952 roadster give you any
inspiration?
WATSON: I don't know. They were in the garage right next to us, and I didn't really
look at it that close 'cause it was all laying down and I just didn't… couldn't build an
engine to lay down and run, so I didn't think it was the way to go. But it was a nice
car.
Q: You know, all through this interview you keep saying, "Well, I copied this and I
copied that and I copied this," and yet, there were a lot of things that were original
A.J. Watson.
WATSON: Well, maybe there was, but it was just little things, I think.
Q: Yeah, OK. Questions? How does it feel to see so many people going into the
business of knocking off the original Watson roadster for collectors today?
WATSON: Well, I'm doing it myself, and I'm only building one or so a year, a couple
of years. It takes me a couple years to build one now, and I used to build eight of
them a year. I'm not really happy with everybody building them, but I can't do
anything about it.
Q: Tell me about your latest project. I understand you've been working on replicating
the six-wheeler.
WATSON: Yeah, right. Well, the reason I started building it, I thought it was a unique
car. Pat Clancy is a good friend of mine, and he was an old truck driver and he liked
to drive those semis around. They had the dual wheels on the back and he said,
"Boy, if you get more wheels on the back and get a good bite, you're going to go." He
ran it for two years, and I just kind of like the looks of it. So I started building it about
six months ago, and it looks good, really. A good looking car.
Q: Questions? In today's day and age, we hear all the time, "Well, the line mechanic
and the engineer." Is the mechanic in today's Indy Racing League as important as
the mechanic was back in the '50s and '60s?
WATSON: I don't know if I can answer that or not. Of course, we didn't know what
engineers were, but they seem to all have engineers now. I think there are a lot of
guys working without them, several guys. And you can probably still get it done
without having an engineer, but they must be nice to have.
Q: But doesn't it still all boil down to some pretty basic precepts, especially here at
Indy?
WATSON: Well, I think every place is just get your car right, and maybe with an
engineer you get it right quicker. They go on from there fine-tuning and maybe they
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do good on fine-tuning, but I think the car owners or the car builders now will tell you
how to set them up. A blind man could mechanic one, maybe.
Q: Any questions? A reminder that it's at 3 p.m., correct? At 3:45 today, you're going
to take a lap around the track in the car that you built for Bob Sweikert and that he
drove into Victory Lane in 1955. What can you tell us about that car?
WATSON: Well, I'll tell you we had a hard time qualifying, and it's not a Watson
chassis. It's a Kurtis, and Sweikert bought it from Kurtis, the body and wheels and
stuff and I kind of finished it up. But we went out and we were on our last chance to
qualify and we barely made the race and we were lucky to win. We were just there at
the end and got the money.
Q: Now, yesterday Rodger Ward finally 'fessed up about…
WATSON: Well, he lies, but go ahead.
Q: Well, that's… we felt we had to give you equal time. He told the story about the
big "alcohol-gate" story, about the switch from gasoline and he admitted… took most
of the blame for the problem because he said he wasn't the smartest of racecar
drivers and you had put a switch, a meter ring over on his right side that would be full
lean to the front, full rich to the back. He taped it onto the dash, and you went and
turned it upside-down, and he kept trying to lean it out, but he forgot. Now, what's the
rest of the story?
WATSON: Well, he tells that story, but really what happened, we switched from
gasoline to alcohol. The Ford guy didn't want us to do it, so we locked the garage the
night before the race 'cause Ward said, "I've got to have an advantage or we're not
going to win this." So we switched to alcohol, but as far as the rich and lean mixture
goes, it wasn't even down here. It was up here on the dash, and you could see it as
plain as day and it had 'rich' and 'lean.' I didn't look at it, but some of the guys in the
crew did and he had it on full, rich all the time instead of lean. And I don't remember
turning it upside-down.
Q: Back then, they didn't have radios, right? So what were the messages on the
blackboard about halfway through?
WATSON: Oh, no, we didn't. We'd just give him the sign, "Run lean." About ten
times, "Run lean." He knew we had it on lean, but I guess he didn't.
Q: Not to mention that was the day you wish you had a radio.
WATSON: Probably was, but I never did like radios.
Q: Why?
WATSON: 'Cause I don't like to talk.
Q: Well, I think you've done a pretty good job today in, I hope, a friendly
environment. Congratulations on finally getting your due here at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, being selected as a legend.
WATSON: Well, thank you.
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Q: You never did say, but how does it feel to now be officially a legend?
RUTHERFORD: I still won't accept that title. I was just a guy that got to do
something I really loved, and I got paid for it, too, you know. And it was a lot of fun
for me and back in the early days, you know, most race drivers would do it for fun,
you know. Of course, back when A.J. and Parnelli and we all raced here, you know,
by today's standards, we didn't get paid for it. It was a lot of fun. But nowadays with
the money involved and everything, it's great to see the sport have come this far and
be what it is today. It was great fun back then, but today it's an institution.
Q: Is there a common denominator though, Johnny, that transcends the time and
draws everybody back together?
RUTHERFORD: I think just the fact that every May, the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway opens up for practice and qualifying for the greatest race in the world, the
Indy 500 is the glue that holds together the Indy Racing League and I think basically
open-wheel racing.
Q: There seems to be a lot of perception out there as to how the "names" are gone.
But then they all kind of seem to start when you and Rick Mears, and Mario and Al
Unser and A.J. and Gordon Johncock all kind of retired about the same period of
time. And a lot of people that replaced those names weren't necessarily familiar
names.
RUTHERFORD: Well, that's true. And it was that the people that paid attention to
this sport, A.J. Foyt and Mario Andretti, Al and Bobby Unser and Johnny Rutherford.
We were the names that were making the headlines and winning the races and did
so for many years. And as a result of that, the fans… that's the way the fans
perceived racing and the business. We've run into a situation, I think, my personal
opinion is that with technology there's so many things that we perceived in the past
that don't seem to work anymore because today, you don't have time to get used to
something until there's time, you know, there's something else to get used to. So
you've got to… it's moving very fast and I think times change and things change. We
see what's going on here at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway with the changes, the
facelifts and everything that is happening, the Formula One coming and that's just
the progress. We're moving very fast, and I'm not sure that the fans have time to
create the favorites or things. They do, but it's not perceived in the same way, you
know. We came… we were with the fans a long time, you know. I mean, A.J. (Foyt)
came around in the late '50s and started running here and raced sprint cars and
midgets and stock cars and everything else in this area and developed the fan base.
We did that for 20 years. Well, we all retired within a span of a year, two or three
years ago, and now you've got to wait another 20 years to get another group of
heroes? Well, I don't think so. I think it's just the fans are going to have to pick the
drivers and quit saying, "There's nobody to be a hero," you know.
Q: John, can you assess, from your point of view, I mean, you haven't driven these
cars particularly, but can you assess a little bit the level of talent in these young kids
coming in today? I mean, where/how do they compare with the guys from your era?
RUTHERFORD: Oh, I think, Mike, that the drivers today show a great deal of talent.
In their abilities, they have a different mindset, a different way to look at it, but what
I've seen, being involved with the Indy Racing League from its inception to today,
and the rookie drivers that we've tested, there's got to be over 50 or more drivers
that we have run through tests and they all show a great ability and desire I think for
the most part. The way you maintain and keep a ride is a little tough in the business
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today because it's pure dollars, you know. It's just a lot of money to be able to come
in and run unless you have your mega-talent and we still… that hasn't changed.
There's still a few that come along every now and then. So I really think it's just a
different day and age and we're seeing a lot of young drivers get a chance that
wouldn't have had a chance before and are really showing well. I'd be interested in
taking a ride in one of the new IRL cars and we've seen driver after driver show up
from midgets, or sprint cars or Silver Crown or modifieds and get in the cars and go
out and go fast. So that says a lot for the car. It must be a pretty straightforward little
racecar, and I'd like to go out and compare it with what I've known in the past.
Q: Since a lot of these guys are getting here at a pretty young age, I mean, they
have a lot of experience in other forms of racing, but they are getting here pretty
quickly in a lot of cases. Is there any one area that maybe they're more lacking in
than the guys who came up in the earlier era and spent more time getting there?
RUTHERFORD: I don't think so. We still came from midgets and sprint cars and
modifieds and the same types of cars they're coming in from now. I think it's just…
probably the one thing that they lack is seat time. And of course, coming in, prime
example is Robby McGehee. Fine young race driver, got a lot of talent, but he needs
to get some seat time in the big cars going faster. He's never run anything this fast
that I know of, but he's adapting well, and he's up in the speed chart for the practice.
So that's the way you get it. You can't go buy that. You can't go down and sit in a
simulator and absorb this and get that. You've just got to go out in a racecar and do
it. And we're developing a whole new bunch of guys that are coming along that are
establishing themselves as the new heroes, and Robby McGehee is certainly getting
seat time and developing himself. And I think that's where Al Unser Sr. and I come
in… we kind of temper these guys 'cause we can see them, you know. When they go
out there and they have a little trouble or if we talk to them and they have a little
problem… and I think that's the fun part of my job. And I know Al likes it, to be able to
impart some of our knowledge and what we know about this place to these young
guys.
Q: How frustrating is it from your end to see a pretty decent product on the track but
corporate America and the fans be slow to accept it?
RUTHERFORD: I don't think it's… well, you'd have to say it was slow by today's
standards to accept it, but I think… if you look real close, you're starting to see the
swing, I think. And I think it will swing this way because of this place, you know. This
is the center of racing's universe in the United States, and I think what we see
happen… what's happened and what's currently going on is that all of the
sponsorship is tied up with the group that's been around for 20 years. And we're
creatures of habit, so we don't like to change. And it's taking a little while to change
and for those sponsors or for the sponsors to realize that, "Hey, we're not getting the
big bang out of the Indianapolis month of May." So I can… I think I can see a swing
starting to happen and sponsors showing up, people starting to say, "Hey, this
thing's not going to go away. The Indy Racing League's here to stay and we're going
to, you know, we'd better jump on the bandwagon.
Q: But in your day though, outside of Indianapolis, what type of crowds would you
draw, you know, compared to today's standards? I mean, I know Trenton didn't hold
very much and you went to some venues that, frankly, didn't draw a lot. Just
compare that with what you see today.
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RUTHERFORD: Well, by what standards do you say they didn't draw a lot? You
know, Trenton was always a grandstand full of people, and everywhere we went, you
know. Nowadays, one of the big problems and what I see happening is we go to a lot
of venues that are NASCAR mainstays. Well, because of the NASCAR popularity
and what has happened in that camp, they built big stadiums. So when a brand new
kid on the block comes in, the Indy Racing League, to put on an Indy car race…
when you get a 75,000 crowd, it doesn't look very big because the big stadiums that
they have built down in NASCAR, so I think it's just that it takes a little time for us to
develop this. And we have… we had a good crowd at Charlotte the first race. It
dropped off and it's kind of, because of scheduling or whatever, whether, we've had
some crowd problems, but we've just got to show them that our shows what it is:
very good, very competitive. We're gaining little by little. It just takes a little time.
Q: Johnny, you talked about the fact that when you came up… you talk about oval
track racers, you talk about midgets, sprint cars, etc. We have the same sort of thing
going on now in the Indy Racing League. Is there a key element for a driver? I mean,
I always wondered as an oval track racer, did you ever imagine yourself road racing,
or was that something that didn't really sit at the forefront?
RUTHERFORD: Now, when I started in this business, road racing was for the ultrarich that could afford to buy the sports cars of that period, and race six or eight times
a year at Watkins Glen, at Monterey and different venues like that. And it wasn't that
big, but then it gains in popularity and them it became evident that Indy cars were
going to do it to be able to have a full schedule or a bigger schedule. And then the
popularity of street racing and the things that happened… no, when I started racing, I
was going to race midgets and sprint cars and whatever I could get a ride in, in my
early career to go racing. I just wanted to go racing. It wasn't a case of "Gee, I'm
going to go to Indianapolis and then I'll," you know, "What are we running
tomorrow?" That was the kind of attitude that we had, and wherever there was a
race, that's where we went.
Q: Do you see a little bit of that, though, with some of the Tyce Carlson's and the
guys that are beginning to populate the IRL? Is it the same sort of…?
RUTHERFORD: Obviously you do, because Tyce Carlson and Dave Steele and the
guys that are starting to excel in this sport or show that they've got the talent to be
able to come up to the top, they still have that opportunity, you know. They still can
go race at Winchester on a Saturday or Sunday and make another, you know, go to
the IRL race which has some space between them, so yes, we'll see them running
midgets and sprint cars and wherever. And that's a shame that NASCAR's
scheduled so heavy because I'm sure we'd see Tony Stewart coming back here
pretty regularly.
Q: You were literally dragged into retirement, kicking and screaming, if I remember it.
How painful was it?
RUTHERFORD: It hurt a lot, Jack. You know, to have done that for as long as I did,
and to be such a great part of my life, I wasn't ready. But then, I started realizing that
I was feeling the same pressures that Troy Ruttman and Rodger Ward and Jim
Rathmann and those guys started feeling when A.J. Foyt and Parnelli Jones and the
Unser's, and Andretti and Rutherford… when we started coming along. So I can feel
that it was getting kind of tighter and things were different. It gets to a point then
where car owners say, "Boy, you're getting too old. I've got to get a kid so I'll be in
this business a little longer." And all of that comes together with a crashing
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crescendo and says, "Hey, get out," you know. I stayed a little longer than I probably
should have, but it was just because I loved to race and I liked to be in the business
and a part of it, and didn't have any sense to get out before I did.
Q: As an IRL official, can you bring us up to speed on, you know, on the discussions
of a tethering device? I know there's been some talk. Brian (Barnhart) and Phil
Casey have both said that, you know, they're really looking into it and they've talked
with A.J. and some other people. Could you bring us up to speed on that?
RUTHERFORD: Well, I'm really not an official in that capacity to make statements
about where we're going, but it has been discussed and there is a lot of thought
about doing something about the loose wheels and doing some tethering. I think
there's been a release, am I right?
Q: Not yet.
RUTHERFORD: Not yet? Then I don't know nothing. I know nothing.
Q: Good thing that you know nothing. Specialization, as you alluded to, has in many
cases changed the fabric of the sport. Will we ever see multi-dimensional drivers
again that can win the Daytona 500, the Indy 500, the 24 Hours of LeMans, or are
those days past like doctors making house calls?
RUTHERFORD: Yes. Yes. How's that for an answer. I don't think time constraints
allow us to see that anymore. I think, just like we can't, you know… years ago A.J.
and myself and I think Rodger Ward and Parnelli Jones used to go down and run
along NASCAR. We ran, back then it was called Grand National. It wasn't Winston
Cup yet, but we ran back and forth. We'd run Atlanta. If there wasn't a scheduled
race in USAC, then we were off down there racing stock cars and you could get a
ride, a good ride. Well, as time passed, the sponsorships became the dominating
force and so now you can't run anywhere else but NASCAR because your sponsor
says, "We need you the rest of the time you're not available to come beat the drum
for us." So you've… you're not going to get the chance to jump back and forth. The
one time, the one situation is this, you know, what Tony Stewart is doing in running
the Indy 500 and trying to get there, and going to have to start dead last because he
won't make the driver's meeting at Charlotte. So it's that sort of thing. That's a rarity.
That's a personal challenge situation that he feels like he needs to answer, but I
guarantee that if he wins this race, I doubt if he'll make the World 600. And I've
wondered what happens if he wins this thing. Is he still going to leave and pass up all
the opportunity to absorb the victory and everything, or is he going, you know…
How's that going to work? That would be a great problem, wouldn't it?
Q: That would be a nice problem to have. Have to do the media interview while he's
in the air 25,000 feet. You talk about the role you and Al Sr. are playing with the Indy
Racing League as driver advisors. Is there one thing that you see in these drivers
that you'd say is the common denominator?
RUTHERFORD: Yes, I think it's… you know, with all the young drivers, it's… the
single thread is desire. The world's worst case of the "want to's." They all want to do
this, but I also see a little bit of wonderment in their eyes. The Robby McGehee's and
the David Steele's and the guys that have excelled at other types of racing that are
suddenly here. They've made it, and it's not any different than A.J. Foyt or Johnny
Rutherford or Mario Andretti, you know. We all feel like Goober walking in this place,
"Golly!" you know. You see that, you know. You see that and that's a lot of fun.
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Q: You once articulated the feeling of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as being
able to walk down the front straightaway and hear history. Is it still here?
RUTHERFORD: Yes. The electricity around this place, or the halo of energy still
prevails. I think it's… for those of you… if you don't study this place, or know what
you're doing, it takes you longer to get somewhere. But if you've studied this place
and you know what's going on, you definitely feel that energy around here. And like
I've told you before and I've told other people, there's only one other track I've ever
walked into and felt the same, the same type of thing and that's Darlington, South
Carolina. Racing stock cars. Darlington has that same electricity and the feel, you
know, "This is it. This is where it started." Well, this is it. This is, you know, where it
started.
Q: Now, at 3:00 you're going to get strapped back into a racecar… how in God's
name did Betty allow you to do this afternoon?
RUTHERFORD: I didn't tell her until you just said it.
Q: Oops.
RUTHERFORD: No, it's an opportunity for me, and of course it's unfortunate. We've
been trying for last year and this year to get one of my winning cars ready and the
time rears its ugly head and the fuel cells went bad in both of the cars. And they
th
didn't know about the '74 winner, which this is the 25 anniversary of that victory in
'74. And of course, the Chaparral… last year the fuel cell was bad and I didn't get to
drive it around. But this year, I got a rare pick. Spoerle over at the garage said I had
a couple of cars I could run, which one did I want to run, and of course, having had
friendship with Freddie Agabashian for all the years before he passed on and what a
gentleman he was and everything… to get to drive the Cummins Diesel, the sleek
roadster with the diesel engine in it that he sat a record and sat on the pole with in
1952, I think, is a great thrill for me because that car has always held a special place.
And it was so streamlined and sleek and to get to drive it's going to be a thrill.
Q: Betty, care to share with us how you disabled those fuel cells?
BETTY RUTHERFORD: Not now. But we believed the only way to keep him under
control was to give him a car that wouldn't go too fast.
Q: Well, Johnny, congratulations. Officially now recognized as a legend. I just want
to tell this story very quickly about as a youngster my class project was to write away
to a racecar driver. And I looked at the list at the Indy 500 and wrote away to Johnny
Rutherford and Betty Rutherford wrote a letter back and said, "Thank you for your
letter to Johnny, but unfortunately both of his arms have been broken in a sprint car
race." And I've kept that letter, and it really said something to me because I thought
about the fact that in the midst of all that, you as a family still thought enough about
somebody you knew nothing about, a youngster, and reached out to them. I think it
has a lot to do with what makes Indy and Indy car drivers so very, very special.
RUTHERFORD: Well, thank you. I appreciate that. It's… still being involved means a
lot to me because it's my life and it's something I have always dreamed of as a
youngster growing up. And then to be able to be with the fans and to answer their
questions and to do autographs for them… it's all part of this business, and I hope
that it never goes away for me 'cause I love it so much and I've always enjoyed your
friendship and Mike's and everybody's in the media. You know, without you guys, we
couldn’t do it and without the fans, neither one of us would have a job or a fun job.
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Q: You mean a real job.
RUTHERFORD: …or a real fun job, yes. So, I want to thank everybody for all the
nice things and everything that's happened to me over these many years. I look
forward to sticking around for a long time, so don't think about getting rid of me.
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Q: We're here with Jim Rathmann, who is being honored as a legend at the
Brickyard today. Let's get started by talking a little about Troy Ruttman.
RATHMANN: …Sprint car or NASCAR… a midget, a sprint car, a championship car,
Indianapolis car, no matter what that guy drove, he was the best and I'd match Troy
up with anybody. And Troy was tricky and he was a fun guy to hang out with him.
Troy, well, a couple of times, well… I blamed him one time and got him suspended
for a week. Once I knocked and spun a guy out, and I said it was Troy's fault 'cause
Troy'd come up and he'd bang in the back end, and then he'd come up and put his
arm around you and say, "Hey, Jim, I'm sorry, but my brake pedal was all full of oil,
and my foot slipped off." But Troy was one heck of a race driver. He was the best.
He won a lot of races, and he was just the greatest. I worshipped that guy.
Q: Jim, when you retired in '63, kind of forced out you told me, do you regret that you
couldn't have hung around say three or four more years and become a part of the
rear engine…
RATHMANN: Definitely. I wanted to race some more, but I wanted to race as long
as I could. I loved this place and I always had a lot of fun. And I was always in
business myself and making money other places. Mr. Cole, the President of General
Motors, he told me when he gave me the dealership, made me available to get a
Chevrolet franchise that I had to quit racing 'cause if I got hurt or something, why, it'd
look bad on him. But I tried to race after that. In fact, in '64 I had a car all set up with
Wilkie, Bob Wilkie. We were going to drive Rodger's partner, and then Mr. Cole
came back there and he said, "Jim if you drive, you don’t get anymore cars, so you'd
better shut her off," which I did. But I wanted to run some… I ran stock cars after
that, but I'd rather run this place 'cause I just loved it.
Q: If you had to explain to somebody what made that time, that era at Indianapolis
so special, how would you do it? What would you say?
RATHMANN: I don't know if it was. We just had a lot of… in what way? I mean…
Q: If you had somebody that'd never seen this place, or you take a fellow like me
and I got to see the roadsters run on television but never actually saw them up close.
What was so special about that time, the '50s and early '60s?
RATHMANN: I don't know. I think the cars were pretty much even and so forth.
There was no dollars involved. In fact, I'll tell you a story nobody knows. The year I
won the race here, I was always driving. I'd lead the race all the time, and something
would always happen. The car would break down. I was driving Mr. Hopkins at the
time and I quit him and I was coming back from California and my airplane caught
fire. So I landed in Dallas, and I remembered that a friend of mine, Kenny Rich, you
know, the Simonized Company, he lived there. So I called him up and he came out
to the airport and I said, "Kenny, would you like to sponsor an Indianapolis car?" and
he said, "Yeah, how much?" and I said, "About $30,000." He said, "You got a deal.
I'll get a partner of mine, Paul Lacy, and…" Anyway, he said, "What do you want me
to do, mail you some money?" and I said, "Yeah." He said, "I'll mail it to your office in
Miami," which he did. He gave me $30,000. And I turned around, got into an airplane
and went to California, and hired Chickie, my mechanic and went over to A.J. and
bought a car from him, a roadster chassis and bought an Offenhauser engine. I think
we paid $5,500 for it. Chickie built the car and came back here. Towed it back. He
was the only guy… Bill Yeager was a, well, we called him a gofer, and just those two
guys took care of the car the whole month of May. Then after the second week of
qualifying, everybody that missed a race for various people, why, I went around and
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hired mechanics. I got Bruce Crower and Bubenik, and Ronnie Kaplin, Al Keller to be
my pit crew. Smokey Yunick… he was a crew chief, I guess you'd call him for the
race day. Anyway, we had super pit stops. We went on and could compete with
anybody on pit stops, and we did real good. We matched A.J. Watson, which you
can't say, but we had money left over with $30,000.
Q: How much did you have left?
RATHMANN: I really couldn't tell you how much we had left, but it wasn't… our
motel bill over there 'cause my car owner was a pretty good boozer, the holiday.
Anyway, the motel bill was $7,500 which came out of there.
Q: Questions? In those days, what percentage did you get and did they try to take
any of that away when the day was over?
RATHMANN: No, I got 40 percent, and I didn't get any after that. Well, before that, I
was getting $10,000 going in, you know, driver's money. In fact, I think I started all
that business, you know… getting money going in. Just 40 percent. A straight 40
percent. I didn't care about that. I'd have raced for nothing. And I always maintain
that the most of the drivers in those days raced here in Indianapolis did runs for
nothing. You didn't even need a purse. It was just the idea of the fun and having a
good time and being here.
Q: When you take a look at some of the drivers today, is there anyone that in your
mind stands out that you say, you know, "This is a guy really worth watching. This is
a guy that really has my attention?"
RATHMANN: I think Tony Stewart is. I watch him in the stock cars and whatnot. Just
like Jeff Gordon, that little kid is a natural. I mean, the kid's really got talent and he
don't get into trouble, he don't crash, you know, in the stock cars. And Tony Stewart's
the same way. I mean, Tony's a real racer.
Q: Could they have raced with you? Could they have raced with Ward? Could they
have raced with Troy?
RATHMANN: Those two guys could, I think.
Q: You were there in your prime when A.J. came. Did you, when you first saw A.J.,
did you think the same thing about him? Or was he kind of a surprise when he
moved up one in '61?
RATHMANN: Well, to be honest with you, the first time I remember A.J. was Monza,
Italy, and he was doing a good job over there. I won the races over there and he was
standing on the gas, and a lot of it depended on… you can't say a driver's good or
bad. I mean, a lot depends on the chassis and the car, mechanics and all that sort of
thing. You have to bring it in. He impressed me. A.J. impressed me. I watched him,
all the sprint cars and so forth. The championship cars. He did good right off the bat.
He had good mechanics and good cars.
Q: Questions? Talk about your famous duel in 1960 with Rodger Ward. Many people
consider that the best, one of the best Indy 500's ever. And so I've always been… to
hear from your, you know, from you directly your reminisces on that race, the 1960
race that you won.
RATHMANN: We've already done that. We've been there. It'll be in the transcript.
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Q: Jim, one of the things that was difficult about the 50's is for… during the time of
your career, three of the champions of Indianapolis didn't survive the next decade.
Bryan died in, what was it, 1960, and Vukovich died in '55, Sweikert died the next
year after he won. What was it like driving in a time where, unlike today, it seemed
very likely that the guys you were racing against could have bought it at a small track
or here or otherwise? Was it difficult to go to work under those circumstances?
RATHMANN: Say that last part again there.
Q: Was it difficult to go to work under those circumstances?
RATHMANN: No, Jimmy Bryan… I raced with all those guys, and they were all good
drivers. I got tired of going to all their funerals. We used to lose a couple three guys
every year, and I don't know. I never crashed. I was always a little cautious guy.
Maybe I was a little chicken or something, but I never whacked the wall around here
or hit somebody else. I always got in trouble when I was playing with somebody. Get
out on the racetrack and I broke my back in Milwaukee one day playing with
somebody, you know, and having a good time before we qualified for the race. Why,
at practice and whatnot, I was always the guy that needed a rabbit to chase.
Somebody had to be out there. I couldn't get interested unless I had somebody in
front of me.
Q: Did you ever… did you think a lot, though, about the fact that injury or the
potential for injury was a lot greater than maybe it is, certainly than it is today? You
know, the fact that hey, you can go out there and do more than bust your butt?
RATHMANN: That's true. I worried about it. In fact, when I started driving, I was 17
years old and whatnot, and I never thought I was going to hit 21, to be honest with
you. Now, I got to 21 and I was here. Then after that I figured I'd shoot for 25, and I
made 25… and never thought I'd get there. I had some bad wrecks and crashes in
sporty cars and stock cars and that stuff, but then I hit 30 and I figured, well, I'd be a
little more cautious, though everybody was disappearing. Bryan and a lot of my
friends, good ones, we just lost a lot of them. We counted one day. There were 130
guys… 133 I think it was, guys that had disappeared.
Q: Any other questions? Another real quick one. Jim, you ran in the race in two
worlds at Monza. What was it like to run the big cars up on the Monza banks?
RATHMANN: I can't say anything. I just loved to go fast all the time. It was really
easy over there. A.J. Watson was my mechanic and we borrowed a car. That was
Jack Zink, John Zink's car from Tulsa and Bob Wilkie put his name on it, and he paid
$1,700 to get it over there… and I was a pretty good mooch around here. In fact, in
'52, I mooched a car from Harry Stevens and Ed Walsh and we got a second with it.
But the banks over there… the car… it put a lot of guys into the hospital. It was
shaking their kidneys loose, and if you got way up high right next to the wall, where it
was pretty good and smooth, and during, between the heat races, well, we had to
weld the cars back together and whatnot. Everything was breaking on them. Mine
just kept running good all day. Bryan was in that race, Troy and a whole bunch of the
guys. Foyt was in it. It was a good race.
Q: Any other questions? Well, we thank you and congratulate you both. I hope you
enjoy your trip around the Brickyard this afternoon in your old ride and we'll make
sure you find you what Ward's time was in his before you go out to take yours.
RATHMANN: Do that. I want to make sure I beat him.
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Q: …for those of you who are veterans of the Speedway, you'll notice that it's not in
the same livery as when Lloyd drove it back then because the following year, it was
entered in the Indianapolis 500 and it was driven by Gordon Johncock. Kind of
looking forward to that, getting back to the front-engine guys?
RUBY: Well, it'd be something different to get into something that sounds good, and
runs good, and at least that was a top finisher for me was that year. Third.
Q: You are one of the guys that ever since you retired, and we'll talk about that
retirement in a bit, but you're one of the guys that makes the annual trek back here
year in and year out. What's the allure for you, Lloyd?
RUBY: Well, it's something I like. I've been racing a long time, and after 18 years
here, it's just hard not to come back here. It's more like a homecoming to come back.
I get to see old friends that I made during the racing, all the other drivers that are old
and run-down like me come back here and get together.
Q: Back in your day, or at least when you first got started, the life expectancy of an
Indy car driver wasn't that great. Did that put more emphasis on friendships that you
got back then?
RUBY: Well, no. It was just… I don't know. There was more… Everybody run
together. It was more of a family. I mean, if you were having trouble, somebody'd
help you or if you needed some parts or whatever, they'd just help you till they
dropped the green flag and then you was on your own then.
Q: Let's go back to 30 years ago. It was the 30th anniversary of what might be… one
of the most interesting races you ever ran in, but also one of the most disappointing
races. You had the race literally won until the last pit stop and then what happened?
RUBY: In what '69? That was just… like you said, that one hurt worse than any of
them because other times it was mechanical problems and we made the stop. And
you know, at that time, they didn't just put somebody out in front of you say, "Go!" It
was just a rude thing to stop. We'd fake it all the time and I just let the clutch out and
moved about three feet… two foot, three foot and when it did, it jerked the side of the
racecar out and all the fuel dumped out. It's still hard to believe that after I seen it, I
still wanted to get back in it.
Q: When you take a look at the modern crop of Indy Racing League drivers that are
rd
out getting ready for the 83 running, is there any particular driver that stands out in
your mind? That bears watching from your perspective?
RUBY: Well, you got three or four real good drivers that are pretty capable running. I
know Billy Boat. He's my favorite.
Q: Why's that? Why…
RUBY: Well, he just came up the hard way. He came up through midgets. I know his
dad and I'd just like to see him do good… and he is driving for a mean old man.
Q: Well, you may be the one guy that gets out of this. Who was meaner -- A.J.'s
daddy or A.J. himself?
RUBY: Oh, his dad was easy to get along with. A.J. was the one who had the
temper. It wasn't his dad.
Q: Got any good A.J. stories when you and he were knocking about the country?
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RUBY: Well, there's… when I first started out with him we went to Florida for the
Tangerine Tournament, and 'course he was married to Lucy then. And while we was
down there and he didn't make his money and I made some, I'd borrow some from
him. And if I didn't have any and he didn’t have any, he'd laugh about it and say, "I'll
get Lucy to write us a check."
Q: Bet he reminds you of it.
RUBY: But that was the difference between me and him.
Q: You have any questions out here? Chris? Lloyd, who was the toughest guy you
ever came up against?
RUBY: Oh…
Q: Be specific. If you had to name one, who was it?
RUBY: Well, I'll say the hardest one of trying to pass if he was a lap down, was
Bobby Unser. He would not move over for you, but at the driver's meeting, he
wanted everybody else to move over. But he was one guy, he just wasn't moving
over.
Q: Was that because he was good or because you were afraid of him?
RUBY: I wasn't afraid of him. But he was just… it wasn't very often that he got
lapped, but when he did, it was hard to get by him. He just wouldn't move over like a
lot of the guys would.
Q: You're one of the guys that made the transition from the front engines to the first,
initial rear-engine cars. As a driver, what did you perceive the differences to be?
RUBY: Well, it was pretty easy for me because I'd been running sports cars also,
and so rear engine cars fell right in. I think I took over one of the sports cars from
Trenton there and was a little loaded. Took 19 and it ran good up there until the
transmission went out, but it was easy for me to adapt to the rear engine.
Q: You were part of, and Chris, correct me if I'm wrong… you were part of the Ford
effort that went to the 24 Hour LeMans, is that correct?
RUBY: Oh…
Q: …one of the initial…
RUBY: Yes. Ken Miles won. We won the 24-Hour at Daytona in '65 and '66, and in
'66 we won Sebring in that year, a 12-hour, and in '67 Floyd and I ran second in
Sebring.
Q: How could it be that in those days the oval track experts of the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway were the ones that the motor companies sought out to race in the
endurance road races?
RUBY: Well, I don't know. Carroll Shelby was one that took me in at Daytona. I was
running with Shelby in sports cars and Shelby was head of racing as far as Ford. He
asked me to come run with Ken Miles.
Q: You were a reluctant retiree. In fact, it was only by happenstance and misfortune
that you were forced to retire at the age of 50. How much longer did you think you
could go on?
RUBY: I think that if everything had gone right, I'd run another two or three years.
But that last race, I mean, in '78, Gene White was going to buy a car from Bell that
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was primarily their backup car, and his deal was with them that Danny done got for
running the car when he ran 200 miles an hour in the backup car, it was ours. And
he lost three engines that week, so the end of the last weekend of qualifying, we
didn't have an engine. Gene White wanted to know if we wanted to buy the car
'cause he didn't have to. I looked at him and just said, "Well, it's not meant for us to
run. Let's quit," and that's what's it.
Q: Hey, Lloyd, of all the types of cars you've raced, which asks more of the driver?
Midget, road racing car, Indy car, sports car? Which takes more to do well?
RUBY: Naturally, it's going to be your championship car on dirt that's going to take
the most of you 'cause it's a lot harder to run and it's a different kind of driving. I
mean, you've got to be in shape when you run all them miles in the dirt. The asphalt
is a lot easier, but it's still demanding. But this place here, I loved it. Of course, you
can't relax here, but it's not like running all them miles where you're really fighting it
all the way around.
Q: Lloyd, there's a story about you and I don't know if it's true or not, but I wanted to
try it out. It's said that you were so laid back when you ran out there that somebody
would have to wake you up near race time so you could go out on the grid. Is that
true?
RUBY: Well, it's pretty close to true 'cause I just relaxed. There's no use in getting all
unnerved to get ready. With the green flag, that's the time to start, then. So actually,
I'd sit back there in the garage area and play Gin up to the time to go out and run.
Q: What about once they dropped the green flag? What kind of driver were you
inside the racecar? Were you emotional, unemotional, laid back?
RUBY: When I… when that green flag dropped, that meant to go. If everybody
stayed together, I'd get there… and if it wasn't, well that was it.
Q: Any truth to the rumor that besides the oil wells that you have and that you tend
to, that you've become a Gin card shark? I've talked to a lot of guys that say that's
your new vocation. You just strip them of every penny they've got playing Gin.
RUBY: Well, sometimes. If it's your day, it's just like racing. If it's your day at Gin,
you'll win it. If it isn't, you're done. You're gone-for.
Q: Questions? Lloyd, will you tell us about the times you took a rear engine car out
on that dirt mile track and ran it out here at the fairgrounds for once?
RUBY: Yes. We tried to run that, but… we couldn't get qualified. If we'd have gotten
the car qualified, I think we would have done alright, but qualifying on the track was
heavy and regardless of what you did that front-end won't push in that heavy stuff.
But if we'd got it qualified, I think race, when it got slick we could have did alright with
it, but that was just that one time that we tried that.
Q: Any more questions? Well, Lloyd we thank you and welcome to the legends.
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Indianapolis Motor Speedway
2000 Schedule
(All schedules tentative and subject to change.)

The 84th Indianapolis 500
May 28, 2000
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

May 13
May 14-19
May 20
May 21
May 25
May 27
May 28

Opening Day & Practice
Practice Days
Pole Day - 1st day of qualifications
Bubble Day - 2nd day of qualifications
Carburetion Day - final practice
Driver's Meeting (Victory Lane)
84th Indianapolis 500
ABC-TV & Indy Racing Radio Network
Victory Celebration

Brickyard 400 - NASCAR Winston Cup Event
August 5, 2000
Thursday
Friday

August 3
August 4

Saturday

August 5

Practice, Qualifying 1-25
Practice, Qualifying 26-40
IROC Race
Brickyard 400
ABC-TV & Indy Racing Radio Network

United States Grand Prix at Indianapolis
Formula One Race
September 24, 2000
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

September 22
September 23
September 24

Practice
Qualifying
United States Grand Prix at Indianapolis
FOX Sports Net & Speedvision

Comfort Classic at the Brickyard
SENIOR PGA TOUR Golf Tournament
September 4-10, 2000
Tournament week features pro-am tournaments and pro exhibitions (long drive
and putting contests, skins game, etc.) in addition to championship play.
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
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September 8
September 9
September 10

Round 1 (ESPN Live)
Round 2 (ESPN Live)
Final Round (ABC Live)

