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INDIANAPCL IS 500 PRESS INFORMATI ON

This press information has been compiled to give
¥You instant background on al | that has taken place
during the practice and quatification periods lead-
ing up 1o the 85th annuzl 50C-mile Race. |+ is

oUr sincere wish that the bhook will assist you in
completing your asstgnment,

The press kit includes:

Starting Lineup

Statistics concerning the 198| Race
Pit Assignments

Chief Mechanics and garage listing
Carburetion tests

Pace Cars through the years

S5pin and wreck report

Rookie test report

Results of time +rials

Daily +track summaries

All 4-lap qualification runs



981 INDIANAPQLIS "500" STATISTICS

This was fruly a record-setting year at Indianapalis in terms of volume...l105 entries
set a new record, five more than the old mark of 100 set in 1979...8! arrived at the
track...65 took practice runs...46 completed qualification runs...!2 cars were bumped,
one qualified too siow to make the field. Cars bumped were Nos. 86 Jim Buick, #37
John Martin, #12 Johnny Parsons, %294 Bill Whittington, #98 Roger Mears, #2! Tim Rich~
mond, #43 Tom Bagley, #99 Larry Cannon, #64 Steve Chassey, #70 Dennis Firestone, #29
Billy Enge!har+ #28 Herm Johnson and #38 Jerry Kar! (NOTE: #38 was subsequently
reinstated in the sfarfung ‘tield when USAC Stewards upheid his protest that Car #17
had been qualified by Jerry Sneva with illegal tfurbocharger boost.)...There were 6|
different cars making attempts, a record, with a total of 90 attempts, ancther record,
as was the total of 44 incomplete-attempts.

During the month, there were a total of 67 drivers on the track. There were 37 of

last year's starting field of 33 on the track. The exception was Hurley Haywood, who
was not here. There were 45 veterans and 22 rookies on the track. The veteran drivers
on the track were: mMmario Andretti, Tom Bagliey, Gary Bettenhausen, Tom Bigelow, Larry
Cannon, Pancho Carter, Wally Dallenbach, Larry Dickson, Billy Engethart, Dick Ferguson,
Dennis Firestone, A J. Foyt, Spike Gehlhausen, Bob Harkey, Jim Hurtubise, Bubby Jones,
Gordon Johncock, Jerry Karl, Sheldon Kinser, Steve Krisiioff, Greg Leffler, Jim MmcEi-
reath, John Mahler, John Martin, Rick Mears, mike Mosley, Danny Ongais, Johnny Parsons,
Roger Rager, Larry Rice, Tim Richmond, Johnny Rutherford, Vern Schuppan, Joe Saldana,
Dick Simon, Gordon Smiley, Tom Sneva, Jerry Sneva, George Snider, Phil Threshie, Al
Unser, Bobby Unser, Bill Vukovich, Bill Whittington, Don Whittington. The rookies were:
Patrick Bedard, Tony Bettenhausen, Geoff Brabham, Scott Brayton, Jim Buick, Phil Caliva,
Mike Chandler, Steve Chassey, Josele Garza, Pete Halsmer, Ken Hamilton, Herm Johnson,
Tom Klausier, Phil Krueger, Bob Lazier, Chip Mead, Roger Mears, Jerry Miller, Bill
Tempero, Bob Frey, Harry :racDonald, Rich vogler.

STARTING POSITIONS OF WINNING CARS AT INDIANAPCL IS

lst == 11 7th -- 5 13th -- 2 19th -- | 25th == | 3lst - O
2nd -- IC 8th -- O 14+h == | 20th == 2 256th -- 0 32nd -~ O
3rd -- 6 Sth -- © 15t¥h -- 3 2ist == | 27th -- | 23rd == O
4th -- 4 tOth -- | f6th ==~ © 22nd == 2 28th -=- 2
5th == 4 [1th == | '7th —— | 23rd == 0 29th -- O
6th -~ 4 12+h =~ O 18th -- 0O 24th - 0 30th -- 0

Johnny Rutherford in 1980 was the |I1th driver to win from the pole position and the
second in a row (Rick hears also started on the pole in 1979) if the above positions
which have zeroes remain zeroes, the following drivers would have no chance of winning
this year: Gordon Smiley, Al Unser, Kevin Cogan, Tony Bettenhausen, Vern Schuppan,
Sheldon Kinser, Pete Halsmer, Don Whittington, .TimiRichmend: - , Scott Brayton, Tom
Klausler, Jerry Karl and tario Andretti.

Bobby Unser and Mike Mosley appear 1o have the best starting spots from the statistical

standpoint, since first-ptace starters have won || times and second-place starters 10
times.
For the second straight year, there wiil be no woman starter in the race. Janet Guthrie,

only woman who ever made the field, did not participate this year. She was in the 1977,
78, 79 races.

FORMER WEWNERS I THE 1981 RACE -- 7

AJd. Foyt ir. (1961, 64, 67, 77) At Unser (1970, 71, 78)
Johnny Rutherford (1974, 76, 80) Bobby Unser (1968, 75)
rario Andretti (1969) Gordon Johncock (1973)

Rick tears (1973}



Youngest winner. ... Troy Ruttman (1952) 22 years old.

Oldest winner....ooveees ... ke Sam Hanks (1957) 42 years, 33! days.

Closest finish,................ e F937 - Wilbur Shaw won by only 2.16 seconds
over Ralph Hepburn,

Largest winning marjyin................ cee. 1313 - Jules Goux was |3 minutes 8 and 40/100%hs
seconds ahead of Spencer Wishart.

Least cars to complete the distance....... I (1926) Frank Lockhart

(1950) Johnny Parsons
(1967) A.J. Foyt
Most cars running at the finish......... .26 (191
Least cars running at the finish........ L1 (1968)

The tarthest back that a winner has ever started was 28+h position. In 1911, Ray
Harroun started from +hat spot and won the first race. In 1936, Louis meyer became

a three-time winner after starting from that spot. The worst a pole car ever finished
was in 1929 when Cliff Woodbury started there and crashed =n the fourth lap, to take
33rd and last spot in the standings.

Irn 1930, Bilty Arnold started on the pole and nearly accomplished the "impossible."
He fost the lead at the start, but after working his way into the lead on the +third
lap, led the remaining 198 laps +o win.

Tommy M |ton became the first two-time winner of +he "SOO" in | 923, Tie first three-
time winner was Louis Fayer, who accompl ished that feat in 1936. A J Foyt became the
first 4-time winner in 1977. The first man 5 win the race twice in a row was Wilbur
Shaw, who won in 1939 and 1940, for the secoand and third times., Other consecutive
winners were Mauri Rose (1947-48), Bill Vukovieh (1953-54) and Al Unser (1970-711).

N> man has ever won three in a row. A J Foyt is the only 4-time winner of the race
(1961,64,67,77), three-time winners besides weyer are Shaw (1937,39,40), Rose (1941,
47,48), Al Unser (1970,71,78) and Jdohnny Rutherford (1974,76,80. Two-fime winners,
besides milton, are Vukovich (1953~54), Rodger Ward (195%9,62) and Bobby Unser (1968,

In 1959, the defending winner, Jimmy Bryan, failed to get started at the beginning of
the race. |In 1936, Bit| Cummings, the 1924 winner, failed *o move from his starting
spot due to a broken clutch stud.

In 1970, Jim NMalloy hit the fourth turn (NW) wall on the pace lap and the race had to
be halted. In 1957, Etmer George and Eddie Russo collided on the backstretch and
were eliminated in the parade lap.

The 1979 race winner, Rick Mears, gave car #9 its second Indy victory; the other one
was by Sam Hanks in 1957, Car %2 leads in victories with eight; Car #! has seven;
Cars #% and #14 have five; and #16 has four.

FORMER ROOKIE WINNERS - 6

IS1'l - Ray Harroun 914 - Rene Thomas 1927 - Gecrge Souders
1913 = Jules Goux 1926 - Frank Lockhart 1966 - Graham Hill

RACE WINNERS FROM THE POLE _POSITION = 10O

1922 ~ Jimmy Murphy 1953 - Bill Yukovich 197€ - Johnny Ruther<-~-
1923 ~ Tommy Milton 1956 - Pat Flaherty 1979 - Rick Mears

1930 - Billy Arnoid 1963 - Parnelli Jones 1980 - Jjohnny Rutherrcord

1938 - Floyd Roberts 197C ~ Al Unser



START/FINISH POSITIONS FOR STARK & WETZEL MROOK!IE~OF=-THE~YEAR" DRIVERS

1952 Art Cross 20- 5 1966 Jackie Stewart =6
1953 Jimmy Daywalt 21- 6 1967 Denis Hulme 24- 4
1954 Larry Crockett 25- 9 1968 Bill Vukovich, Jr. 23- 7
1955 Al Herman 6= 7 1959 Mark Donshue 4- 7
1956 Bob Veith 23« 7 I97C Donnie Allison 23- 4
1957 Don Edmunds 27-19 1971 Denny Zimmerman 28- 8
1958 George Amick . 25~ 2 1972 iMike Hiss 25- 7
1959 Bobby Grim 5-26 f973 Graham McRae [3=19
1960 Jim Hurtubise 23~18 1974 Duane Carter, Jr. 21- 7
1961 Parnelli Jones and 5-12 1975 Bill Puterbaugh I5=- 7
Bobby Iarshman I3- 7 1976 Vern Schuppan 17-18

1962  Jim McElreath 7- 6 1977 Jerry Sneva I6=10
1963 Jim Clark 5~ 2 1973 tLarry Rice and Rick hears 30-11
1964  Johnny White 21- 4 3=-23
1965 Laris Andretti 4- 3 1979 Howdy Haimes [ 3~ 7
1980 Tim Richmond i9- 9

DRIVER STATISTICS

Oldest driver................ Bobby Unser (47-born 2/20/34)
Youngest driver.............. Scott Brayton (22-born 2/20/59)
Josele Garza (22-born 3/15/59)
Tallest driver............... Two way tie between Sheldon Kinser and Bab Lazier (6'2")
Shortest driver... ...... ... Mario Andretti - 5'ah,

Second generation drivers in the race are Pincho Carter and Tony and Gary Bettenhausen
and Scott Brayton. Carter is the son of Duane Carter. Tony and Gary are the sons of
Tony Bettenhausen Sr., killed here ina 195] practice accident. Brayton is the son of
Lee Brayton who attempted unsuccessful ly to make the race.

LAP _LEADERS IN THIS YFAR'S FIELD

Al Unser........... 534  Danrny Ongais........ 71
AL, Foyteowunn.. .. 523 Rick Mears.......... 35
Bobby Unser........ 351 TOom SNeva....esunes. 23
Johnny Rutherford..292  Pancho Carter....... 8
Gordon Johncock....230  Steve Krisiloff..... 5
Mario Andretti..... 142 Mike Mosley....uen.. 3

Gary Bettenhausen,,.|38 Tim Richmond........ i
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YEAR PACE CAR

i 9114 Staddard-Dayton
i912 Stutz

(913 Stoddard-Dayton
1914 Stoddard=-Dayton
19715 Packard '"a"
'9le Premier "a"
1916 Fackard v~12
1920 Marmon V=16
1921 HC.s ™"

| 922 Mationat "an
1923 Duesenberg "g"
1624 Cole V-8

925 Rickenbacker "g"
1926 Cnrysler "'g"
1927 LaSalle v=-8
1928 Marmon

1927 Studebaker

1930 Cord V=8

193 Cadillac

1932 Lincoln

1933 Chrysler

| 934 LaSzlle

I 935 Ford v-8

S Packard

1937 LaSalle

1933 Hudson

1929 Buick

i 940 S5tudebaker

i 2! Chrysler

1 346 Lincoln v=|2

i 947 Nash

| 948 Chevrolet

DRIVER

Carl G. Fisher
Carl G. Fisher
Carl G. Fisher
Carl G. Fisher
Carl|l G. Fisher
Frank E. Smith
Cot. J.G. Vincent
Barney Oldfield
Harry C Stutz
Barney Oldfieid
Fred Duesenberg
Lew Petti john
E.V. Rickenbacker
Louis Chevrolet
"Big Boy" Raeder
Joe Dawson
George Hunt

E L. Cord

"Big Boy" Raeder
tdsel Ford

Byron Foy

"Big Boy'" Raeder
Harry Mack

Tommy Mil+on
Ralph DePalma
Stuart Baits
Charles Chayne
Harry Hartz

A.B. Couture
Henry Ford ||
George W. Mason
Wilbur Shaw

O57H
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YEAR PACE CAR

| 949 Oldsmobile
1950 Mercury
1851 Chrystler
1952 Studebaker
1953 Ford

[954 Dodge

1855 Chevralet
1 956 DeSoto
1957 Mercury
1958 Pontiac
|859 Buick

1960 Obdsmobile
1961 Ford

1962 Studebaker
1963 Chrysler
1964 Ford

| 965 Plymouth
1966 Mercury
1967 Camaro
968 Ford

1969 Chevrolet
| 977 Oldsmobile
1971 Dodge

1972 Oldsmohile
1973 Cadiliac
1974 Oldsmobile
1975 Buick

1976 Buick

1977 Oldsmobile
1978 Corvette
1979 ford Mustang
i 980 Pontiac
1581 Buick

DRIVER

Wilbur Shaw
Benson Ford
Dave Wallace

P. 0. Peterson
William C. Ford
William Newburg
TH. Keating

L I. Woolson
F.C. Reith

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks
Benson Ford
P.N. Buckminster
Benson Ford
Mauri Rose
William C. Ford
Jim Rathmann
Rodger Ward
Etdon Palmer
Jim Rathmann
Jim Rathmann
Jim Rathmann
James Garner
Marty Robbins
James Garner
Jim Rathmann
Jackie Stewart
Johnnie Parsons
Duke Nalon



May

May

May

May

May

May

May

4, 1981 - Monday
Time: 2:11 p.m.

4, ]98] ~ Monday
Time: 5:21 p.m,

7, 1981 - Thursday
Time: 2:53 p.m,

9, 198! = Saturday
Time: 1:56 p.m.

12, 1981 - Tuesday
Time: 1:42 p.m.

12, 1981 = Tuesday
Time: 2:50 p.m.

12, 1981 - Tuesday
Time: 3:22 p.m.

12, 1981 = Tuesday
Tlme: 5:52 p.m.

13, 198! - wWednesday

Time: 1:34 p.m.

1981 SPIN AND WRECK REPORT

Gordon Smiley in the #60 STP Intermedics/Goodyear
Wildcat/Cosworth hlew right gear tire (he said, M|
must have run over some debris on the track"™), spun
one complete time (no contact). Slid 410 feet in
Turn = 4 (NW),

Pate Halsmer in the #79 Hubier Chevrolet/KISS 99/
Colonial Bakery Penske/Coswsrth lost contral coming
out of Turn-4 (NW), spun | complete time (slid 720
feet) made contact with inside wall. Slid away from
wall an additional 50 feet. Driver - checked and
released from track hospital. Car = damage To fron:
and right rear,

Billy Engelhart in the #29 Beaudoin Racing MclLaren/
Cosworth lost control out of Turn=1 (SW) slid 520
feet, hit wall with right rear, then hit with right
front 40 feet later. Slid along wail 160 feet.
Oriver - checked at track hospital and relsased.

Car - extensive damage to right side.

John Mahler in the #92 Duke Racing Penske/Offy and
Jim Buick in the %86 Buick Eagle/Chevy were involvn-
during practice on a qualifying day. Car #92 did

T spin in Turn-1 (SW), slid 24A feet, hit inside

wall with front of car, slid an additional 410 feet
to infield grass. Car #86 did { spin to avoid Mah ler,
slid 400 feet to infield. Both drivers were okay.
There was extensive damage to front of #92; no dam-
age to #86.

Larry Cannon in the #96 Kraco Car Stereo Wildcat/
SGD locked it up coming out of Turn-4 (NW), got
sideways, slid 560 feet, came 1o stop in middie of
track, (No Contact).

Phil Krueger in #89 Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy
got low coming out of Turn-2 (SE), spun one time
while sliding 440 feet 4o inside wall. Hit wall
with teft side, continued along wall (in the grass)
22 feet. Driver okay. Car had extensive damage
to left side.

Phil Caliva in £47 CHC Intersec Racing: Team Mrt ~ran/
Chevy got' high bnrTurn-1 (SW), spun one time, siia-
ing 550 feet, hit wall with left front, did % spin
away from wall for 250 feet, climbed wall with right
side, fell back on track an additional 160 feet.
Hurst tool needed to remove Caliva. ODriver had deep
bruise to right thigh; x-rays taken and released.
Extensive damage t+o car.

Tim Richmond in #21 UNO/Guarantee Auto/Valvoline/WTTV
Penske/Cosworth had rear end break loose, got sideways
coming out of Turn-4 (NW). Spun one time, approxi=
mately 500 feet, no contact.

Joe Saldana in #69 Hoffman Auto Racing Lightning/
Cosworth had apparent wing failure problem in Turn-3
(NE). Drove into wail,. 340 feet, with throttle
stuck. Slid along wall 510 feet, slid away from

wall 180 feet, Driver checked by Dr. Thomas Hanna
and released. Car had extensive damage 1o right
side,



SPIN AND WRECK REPORT

May |3, 198 - Wednesday
PO, Time: 4:22 p.m.

May 15, 198] - Friday
. Time: 5:28 p.m.

May 17, 1981 = Sunday
i2. Time: 10:23 a.m,

May 17, 198] - Sunday
i3, Time: 10:52 a.m.

May 17, 1981 ~ Sunday
A Time: [2:14 p.m.

iay 17, 1981 - Sunday
t5. Time: 2:43 p.m.

PAGE 2

Spike Gehlhausen in #34 21st Century/National

Health Spas Eagle/Cosworth, from middie of Turn-3
(NE} drove it ipto the outside watl, 38C feet, hit~
ting with righ+Q§ide; got on top of wall (tore light
fixture loose 3 feet above wall). Continued 1260
feet across track down ints infieid grass at start of
Turn=4 (nwW). Driver suffered abrasions to left

nand and cuts on lower leg. Treated and released.
Car had extensive damage.

Steve Kinser in #78 Stanton Racing Products Penska/
Cosworth got low in  Turn=-1 (SW), did 3} spin, slid
500 feet, hit wall with left side, slid an addition-
al 6A feet with 3 spin, then another (60 feet, hit
wall again. Continued 850 feet into Turn~2 (5E) in-
field grass, Oriver checked at track hospital and
released. Car had moderate damage.

Spike Gehlhausen in #34 2/st Century/National Hea!+tr
Spas Penske/Cosworth (formerly #23) spun once in

south short chute, slid 800 feet, no contact.

Roger Mears in #98 Guiffre Brothers Cranes King/Chevy .
tost control in the south short chute, spun 2% times
white sliding 750 feet.

Phil Krueger in #89 Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy
broke loose in Turn=3 (NE). slid 247 feet into wall,
hitting with right side, slid 80 feet along wall,
then away from watll an additional 869 feet (making
twd complete spins) stoppred in Turn-4 infield.
Driver suffered fracturea and disiocated right
shoulder, 2 fractured ribs, first degree facial
burns taken to Methodist Hospital. (Released on
May 20, 1981y,

Spike Gehlhausen in #34 2tst Century/National Hesith
Spas Penske/Cosworth (formerly #23) |ost contral in
Turn=3 (NE) spun one time, sliding 450 feet, hit
outside wall, did z spin, sliding 180 feet off wall.
Driver suffered bruises to both heels. Released

from track hospital. Car had front-end damage.



1981 INQOIANAPOL IS 500 ROOKIE TEST REPORT

Rookie tests in 1981 were conducted in tw> phases of 70 taps (50 miles) each;
the first phase at 1530=plus m.p.h. and the second phase at 170 or above., The
last '0 laps of Phase ? for drivers taking their first-year fest were observed
by a crew of veierar drivers, Refresher tests were 20 laps (50 miles) at 170
or above, according to bulletin.

TWO PHASE == FIRST YEAR DRIVERS' ROOKIE TESTS:

Geoff Brabham, #50 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 160, 170 and OK.
Josele Garza, #55 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 150, 170 and OK.

Bob Lazier, #75 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 160; 5/Z, 170 and OK.
Lee Brayton, #27 Penske/Coswarth: 5/2, 160; 5/2, |70 and OK.
Bab Frey, #71 Eagle/Offy; 5/2, 160; 5/i5, 170 and OK.

Harry MacDonald, #45 Lola/Cosworth: 5/2, 160; 5/4, |70 and OK.
Chip Mead, %49 Eagle/Cosworth; 5/%, 160; 5/4, 170 and OK.
Steve Chassey, #64 Eagle/Chevy: 5/4, 160: 5/4, 170 and OK,
Michae! Chandler, 372 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 160, 170 and OK.
Jim Buick, #86 Buick Eagle/Chevy: 5/2, 160; 5/4, |70 and OK.
Kevin Cogan, #27? Phoenix/Cosworth; 5/4, 160, 170 and OK.

PRt Krueger, ¥89 Eagle/Chevy: 5/4, 160; 5/7, 170 and OK,

Pat Bedard, #17 Vo!istedt/Offy: 5/4, 160; 5/7, 170 and 0K,
Tom Klausler, #5| Schkee/Chevy-turbo: 5/6, 160; 5/7, 170 and OK.
Ken Hami!ton, #67 Riley/Chevy: 5/7, 160; 5/17, 170 and OK.
Jerry Miller, 765 Kingtish/Chevy: 5/5, 160; 5/8, 170 and OK.
Sieve Kinser, #78 Penske/Cosworth: 5/15, 160, 170 and OK.

.
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There were no refresher tests taken this year. There were no incomplete tests,
either,

SPECIAL_NOTE:

The fol'owing drivers waere not reguired by USAC to take either the full rookie
test or a refreshar test because of previous racing experience:

Tony Betterhausen
Phil Caliva

Pete Ha! smer
Herm Joahnson
Roger Mears

Bill Tempero
Rich VYagler
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Saturday, May 2, 1981 ~- #]

The two rookie drivers who are supplying most of the international flavor for +he
65th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race made an extremely happy man out of car owner Dave
Psachie-=-3 rookie at Indianapolis himself=-on the opening day of practice for the
1981 classic.

Josele Garza, a Mexican, and Geoff Brabham, an Australian, zoomed through the com-
ptete 40 laps of their drivers' tests faultlessly in the white, red and green Psachie/
Garza Racing Penske/Cosworths, Garza in  #55 and Brabham in #50,

Garza also turned in the second fastest speed of the first day, a lap at 180.9, which
was exceeded only by the 181,125 recorded by veteran Pancho Carter in the #75 Alex
Foods Lightning/Cosworth. Both Rookies received quick approval from veteran drivers.

Attendance was heavy both in the stands and sn *he track on opening day, with 24 cars
cars taking to the +rack, a near~racord number exceeded only by the 27 cars an the
opening day of 1974, which was a Monday due to curtailment of the Speedway schedule
due to the gasoline shortage.

Among the first to congratulate the pair of foreign-born rookies was Speedway President
John R. Cooper, who participated in the traditional opening day festivities with

Mayor William H. Hudnut 111, Mrs. Mari Hulman George and the Speedway High School

band among others,

Garza, a 22-year-old resident of Mexico City, is the scion of a leading Mexican bank-
ing family. Brabham, a 29-year-sld who now lives in San Clemente, CA. is +he son

of Jack Brabham, a three-~time world Grand Prix champian who brought the reaeeengined
Revolution to Indianapolis when he ran an underpowared Cooper<Climax here in 1961.
Geoff hit 179 plus today.

Psachie said that the ma jor sponsor of the cars is the Mexican national gavernment
rather than Pemex, the national petroleum company of Mexico as reparted in some
quarters,

The Garza=Brabham test was unique in that the cars ran the final phasse under the eyes
of the "jury" in tandem fashion, 100 feet or s» apart most of the time, with Brahham
in the lead car,

Larry (Boom Boom) Cannon, the Danville (IL.) barber-politician, was the first driver
To fake to the track. Driving the #95 Kraco Car Stereo Wildcat/SGD, Cannon ted
a procession of four cars out onto the track after +he green came 2n at 1:05 p.m.

Chief Steward Tom Binford !ifted the |id on speed at 3 p.m., removing the |70-miies
an hour limit, and several drivers +took advantage of it quickly.

Veteran Tom Bigelow of Whitewater, Wl., atways a fan favorite, got 175,987 out of the
#56 Genesee Beer Wagon Penske/Chevy, to bring cheers from stock-biock friends, as well
as Bigelow supporters,

Lightnin'Larry Dickson posted a 173.6 speed in the #Z| Machinists Union Racing 1AM/
Cosworth before taking off for +he !ndiana State Fairgrounds to run in a USAC Silver
Crown race Saturday night on the dirt, along with Bigelow and others of the Speedway
cast.

Rockie Pete Halsmer posted a 171.385 speed in the #79 Hubler Colonial Bakery Chev-
rolet/K1SS 99 Penske/Cosworth.

Another happy rookie was Bab Lazier of Vail, CO., a rmad racing graduate who goft
174,927 out of his £35 montgomery Ward Auto Club Penske-Cosworth after completing
the initial |16C phase of his test. Aliso finishing the 160 phase was Harry McDonald,
Bloomfield Hills (Ml.) attorney, in the #45 Armstrong mMould Lola/Cosworth.

Rookie Scott Brayton of Coldwater, MiE., a second-generation driver and son of Lee
3rayton who failed in his attempt to crack the 500 fie!ld, passed his first test phase
in the #37 Brayton Racing Penske/Cosworth.

Beautiful sunny and mild weather blessed the opening=-day speed burst, with more of

the same predicted for sunday, when practice is scheduled from Il a.m. to & p.m.

~iMS~
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Al Unser, who is bidding to join A, J. Foyt as a four-time winner of the Indianapolis
500-Mite Race, became the first driver to top the 190 mark in the 1981 practice peri-
od a few minutes before the 6 p.m. closing Sunday.

The 1970-71-78 winner, who had his problems last year in'deve]opmenT with a new car,
tooked super-slick with a 190.395 run in +the #88 Longhorn Racing Longhorn/Cosworth,

That shot down the 188.916 posted about half an hour earlier by "Retread Rookie"

Bill Alsup, who has won Rookie-of=the-Year honors in both CART (1979) and USAC (]980)
and would love to add the 198 indianapolis 500 neophyte award 1o his laurels, The
42-ear-old Alsup has shown great promise in +wo previous attempts to gain the 500
field, but his efforts have been doomed by bad luck. In 1979, the Woodstock, VT.,
resident passed his driver's test and qualified at 187.744. But the run was dis-
allowed when officials discovered his car had used the same engine used by a pre-
vious qualifier--Bobby Unser. Alsup attempted to re-qualify and was running plenty
tast enough to make the race but crashed coming out of Turn #| before completing

the run. He also qualified for the 1980 500 but was bumped from the |ineup and wound
up as second alternate.

The rookies continued to be in the Speedway spotlight as a beautiful mild and sunny
day brought out 30 cars for practice runs.

Bob Lazier, Lee Brayton and Mike Chandler finished drivers' tests and got the okay
of a jury of veteran drivers, joining Josele Garza and Ceoff Brabham in the 1ist of
irookies who have received the green |ight,

Lazier a 42-year-old Vail, CO. resident, then turned in the day's third fastest
speed of 185,912 in the #35 Mmontgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/Coswor+th. Brayton got
to 183.038 in the #37 Brayton Racing Penske/Coswor+h.

Rick Mears, 1979 winner, was Jjust behind Lazier with 184.8 in the #6 Gould Charge
Penske /Cosworth.

Brabham got an opportunity +o show his Daddy, Jack Brabham, the three-=time worid GP
champion, how to do it in the current [ndy scene and responded with a {83,973 clocking
in the #50-Psachic~Garzn Racing Ponkn/Neoswsr#h,  The elder Brabham arrived at +he
track after a cross-county auto journey to see the beauties of America. The Aus-
traltan driver started the “Rear Engine Revolution" at Indianapcolis with an under-
poweraed Cooper Climax which he drove to ninth place in {961,

Fancho Carter got 183.449 out of the #5 Alex Food Penske/Cosworth after running in
his backup car Saturday.

Garza joined teammate Brabham in moving up the speed ladder with a 182,371 lap in
the #55 Psachie-Garza Racing Penske/Cosworth.

Chip Mead passed the 160 phase of his test in the White Castle/Q95 Starcruiser Eagle/
Cosworth, as did Jim Buick in the #86 Buick Eagle/Chevy.

Both rookie Phil Krueger and veteran SBob Harkey practiced in the #89 Joe Hunt Magneto
Eagle/Chevy.

%

~ M5~
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Bobby Unser brought for+th speculation of an upcoming 200-miles~an-hour qualifyirny
fap when he zoomed around the Indianapolis Motor Speedway at 197.715 Monday to pacs
@ parade of former 500 winners in*o the |90 bracket. It was the fastest practice
speed in three vyears here.

On only his second day on the track, the elder Unser pushed the practice pace to
less than 27 mph from the "magic 200 mark" and peopte were starting to say, "It
can be done Saturday if conditions are right." Bobby, the 1968-75 winner, was
driving the #3 Norfon Spirit Penske/Cosworth, one of the new FC9-B's.

Not too far behind him in progress was his teammate, 1979 victor Rick Mears, with
195.993 in the similar #6 Gould Charge Penske Cosworth,

Bobby's younger brother, three-time winner Al Unser (1970-71-78) moved up 1o
192.967 in his #88 Longhorn Racing Longhorn/Cosworth. Another three-time victor,
defending champion Johnny Rutherford (i$74-76-80) quickly got up to 192.431 in hi«
first day out in the #1| Pennzoil Chaparral/Cosworth. And, Gordon Johncock, the
1973 winner, was only a tick off the |90 pace with a 189.953 lap in his #20 $TP
Oil Treatment Wildcat/Coswor+h.

The day, sunny at the start and clouding up progressively, also brought both the
first spin and the first wall-smacking incident of the 1981 season. Gordon Smiiev
accounted for the former when he did one complete spin coming through Turn #4 (AW}
in the #60 Patrick Racing Team Wildcat/Cosworth and slid 419 feet without hitting
anything. Smiley said he ran aver some debris on the track, causing the right
rear tire 1o blow,

Rookie Pete Halsmer wasn't so lucky. He lost control of his #79 Hubier Chevrolet,
KISS 99 Penske/Coswarth coming off of Turn #4 (NW), did one complete spin, sltid 72 .
feet into the inside wall, whanged the concrete and slid another 50 feet away from
the wall. Halsmer was unhurt but there was severe damage to the front and right
rear of the car and it appeared the tub may be bent. Halsmer had run 182,709 jus+t
before the mishap.

Rookie Bill Alsup continued to |ook sharp as he got the third Penske team car, tho
#7 A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske/Cosworth, also a PC-98, up to 191,163 just before thu
track closed at 6 p.m.

Another impressive rookie was Bob Lazier with 189.2 in the #£35 mMontgomery Ward Auto
Ctub Penske/Cosworth.,

Pancho Carter moved up to 187.897 in the #5 Alex Foods Penske/Cosworth as he con-
tinued to show steady speed gain. Tom sneva, the former high scheol principal

who has finished third in three out of the tast four 505's, got to 185.912 in Geurce
Bignotti's #2 Bignotti-Cotter Phoenix-March/Cosworth. Don Whittington, a Speedway
sophomore, got to 185.758 in the #91 Road Atlanta Racing March/Cosworth which is
assigned to his rookie brother, Bill. Smiley showed that the spin didn't effect

Nim by running 184.729 later in the day.

Geoff Brabham got 184.275 out of the #50 Psachie-Garza Racing Penske/Cosworth.

Bill Engelhart was at [83.561 in the #29 Beaudoin Racing McLaren/Cosworth.  She.<or
Kinser, driving the #8! Sergio Valente Longhorn/Cosworth, reached 183.299.

Dennis Firestone hit 180,905 in the #70 Rhoades Penske/Cosworth.

In addition to moving his own car near the 190 mark, Johncock also did some test
ing work for his fellow Coldwater, ml., townsman Scott Brayton, son of ex-driver
Lee Brayton,

And, the King made his first appearance. A. J. Foyt, having arrived at the trac-
Sunday night from the bedside of his gravely ill mother at Houston, TX. shook dowr
his new Bob Riley-designed #14 Valvolire-Gilmore Coyote/Cosworth. fFoyt said that
he realized there was nothing further he could do in Houston to help his mother,
who has suffered recurring heart problems. But he z<ded that he did promise har
before leaving that he would "win #5 for her."
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In response 1o rainy-day speculation by several well-known drivers and owners that
the '82 indianapolis 500 would be sanctioned by CART, Speedway President John Cooper
fold a reporter this afternoon, "There is absolutely no chance of that. We have

said over-and-over that we are committed +s having an indepeadent sanctioning hody,
one whose policy is not uitimately established or administered by active participants.
We looked at all the options after last year's race and decided that the restructured
USAC had the best plan for insuring that all participants would receive fair and im-
partial rutes administration from experienced and competent officials.

"Looking ahead, | discussed with Dick King (president of USAC) last week the idea

of scrapping year-to-year Sanction Agreements in favor of a five-year contract between
USAC and Indianapolis. | think this will appeal to other tracks as well, and | hope
USAC is at work on such a program. |t should add stabitity to Championship racing and
put an end to foolish speculation about 1982 and beyondg."

All activity on the Speedway irack was knocked out for the day by rains which came
Just before the scheduled Il a.m. opening time and lasted all day. Chief Steward

Tom Binford ordered the track closed at 3:15 p.m. when it became apparent that there
was no chance for any practice time because of the time i+ takes for the frack to dry.

The number of Rookies who have passed driver's tests in 198! was swelled 1o nine An
Monday when four more drivers completed the final! [170-plus phase and received approval
from a jury of veteran drivers. They are: Kevin Cogan, #32 Jerry Q'Connel Racing
Phoenix/Cosworth; Harry MacDonald, #45 Armstrong mould Lola/Cosworth: Chip Mead, #49
White Castle/Q95 Starcruiser Eagle/Cosworth, and Jim Buick, #86 Buick Eagle/Chevy.
Compieting the 160 phase of their tests were Pat Bedard, #17 Escort Radar Detector
Vollstedt/Cffy and Phil Krueger, #89 Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy.

At closing time today, there were 73 cars actually at the track. |1t will take oniy
four more arrivals to tie the record of 77 cars which got here in 1980, and five to

set a new arrival mark.

Fitty-seven cars have passed their initial inspection and 10 more were in the process.
A whopping total of 72 drivers have passec physicals, which is believed to be a record.

Some of the most intense work at the Speedway was going on in Garage #7| where mechan-
ics were rebuilding “he #79 Hubler Chevy/KISS 99 Colonial Bakery Penske/Cosworth which
was crashed by Rookie Pete Halsmer Monday on the Northwest (#4) turn. They discov-~
ered the tub was only "wrinkled" and could be straightened and they hope +o have

Pete back on the track by Friday.

Chief Mechanic Ron Baddely and his five aides planned to work all night Tuesday on

the car. Baddley said he believes there is about 36 hours worth of work to straighten
the tub, an operation that is being performed by Bill Finley, a long=time chief
mechanic at the track. Halsmar said he hopes to test the car Friday and evaluate

the performance with an eye to qualifying this weekend.
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Mario Andretti, the 1959 Indiznapolis 500 winner and 1978 World Grand Prix champion,
provided most of the excitizm2at on a very busy, very windy day at the Speedway. The
42=year-old Nazareth, PA. resident turned +the day's fastest lap at 194.300 miles

per nour just hefore the 6 p.m. closing time and only a few minutes after he had
caused some excitement and turned on the vyellow caution l'ight by getting up high
between Turns 3 and 4.

An observer thought he touched the wall, apparently, hut Andretti said that his #40
STP Oil Treatment Wiidcat/Cosworth only 'kicked up some dust." He exhibited his
unmarked right-side Goodyears 1o show that he never made contac+t.

The gusty winds prevented any real high speed heing attained +o match the 197.715
that Bobby Unser had turmed in on Monday tefore rain washed out the whole day Af
practice on Tuesday. But there certainly was quantity as 49 cars were on the track--
tying the record high for any practice day in race history.

3obby U. tzok second-fast honors for the day with 193,715 in his #3 Norton Spirit
Penske/Coaswor+th. Andretti's teammate, Gordon Johncock, also turned in a quick late
run in his £#20 STP 0i} Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth, hitting 193.423. Unser's team=-
mate, Rick Mears in the 45 Gould Charge Penske/Cosworth was next at 192.266.

Three=time winner Jshnny Rutherfsrd was at i91.652 in the #1 Pennzoil Chaparral/
Cosworth. Al Unser, another three-time victor, got 189.633 out of the 488 Longhorn
Racing Longhorn/Cosworth. Danny Ongais, driving one of the most outstanding-ioaking
cars at the frack, the #25 Interscope Racing Interscope/Cosworth, got in his hest
speed so far of [88.5M6.

Gordon Smiley, the third member of the Patrick team, was close hehind at 188.521 in
the 257 Patrick Racing Team Wildcat/Cosworth,

Don Whittingtn was timed at 188,482 in the £9%! Raoad Atlanta Racing March/Cosworth,
which is assigned to his younger brother, Dale, a roskie. The third brather, Bill
Whittington, also ~racticed in the same car a+t |185.681.

Four~time winner A.J. Foyt got in his best speed so far »f 184.237 on his secnnd day

on the *rack in the #14 vaivoline-Gilmore Coyote/Cosworth. Rookie Josele Garza, the
Mexican rensresentative at the 579, went 182.666 in the #5% Psachie-Garza Racing Penske/
Coswor+th.,

8illy Engelhart, a Speedway sophomore, was at 18[.196 in the #29 Beaudsin Racing
MclLaren/Cosworth, Rookie Kevin Cogan raised some eyebrows with a §80.868 trip in
the #22 0'Connell Racing Phoanix/Casworth. And Gary Bettenhausen got 180,036 out
of his backup 418 Hopkins LighTiing turbo-Chevy--the high rocker-arm engine speed
reported so far this month.

At day's end, there had been = total of 23 cars with 24 different drivers (the Whitting-
tons sharing one) reaching 180 or hetter so far in the practice period.

Causing something of a minor sensation in the late afternoon was the first Speedway
track appearance of Qutlaw superstar Steve Kinser of Bloomington, IN. The mustach-
ived bionc bomber took the 278 Stanton Racing Products Penske/Cosworth out and got

in three laps of the initial 160-plus phase of his driver's test before he was black-
flagged for oiling the frack. Tom Klausler completed the first phase of his test

in the #5! I1DS Idea Schkee/Chevy. Another rookie, Jerry Miller, got in five good
laps in the #55 Luxury Racers Kingfish/Chevy.

At day's end, thare were 75 cars a2t the track--osnly +wo short of the record. Fifty-
seven had passed initial inspection and 72 drivers had completed physical exams.

Work was reported proceeding on schedule on rebuilding the #79 Hubler Chevrolet/KISS
99/Colonial Bakery Penske/Cosworth that Pete Halsmer wrecked Monday. The team plans
to be ready 1o run either late Friday afternosn or when the frack opens Saturday.
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The Speedway en joyed its busiest practice day in history lhursday with 51 cars ftaking
advantage of sunny but chilly weather and eight of them getting into the 190 miles-ar -
hour bracket.

For the second straight day, Mario Andretti had the Top speed in his #40) STP Oil Treat—
ment Wildcat/Cosworth. He got to 195,142 +oday, a slight improvement over the 194.300
he had run on Wednesday.

Teammate Gordon Johncock kept right on Marisc's heels with a 194.847 lap in the #20
STP Oil Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth, making happy men out of Team Chief Jim MrGee anc
nis two drivers.

The new record for track activity was set at 5:35 p.m. when Rcger Rager pulled his
k66 Seymour Enterprises Wildcat Chevy onto the track--the 50th car of +he day. The
ofd record of 49 was set in 1961 and tied in 1978. John Martin hoosted the total
to 31 a few minutes Jater in the #£57 Metro 8ldg. MclLaren/Qffy.

Bobby Unser, who has the month's fastest practice speed of 187.7i5 on Monday. goti
194.3 today in his #3 Norton Spirit Penske/Czosworth.

In the 193 bracket were defending champion and three-time winner Johnny Ruthertord
and charger Danny Ongais. Rutherford got 193,590, his liest speed so far in the #!
Pennzoil Chaparral. Ongais, driving the #25 Interscope Racing Interscope/Cosworth
that has been dubbed the "Batmobile', got to 193,298, also his hast sn far.

In the 192 kracket were sophomore Gordon Smiley, third member of the Patirici team.
with 192.636 in the #60 Intermedics/Patrick Racing Wildcat/Cosworth, and A.J. Fuyt,
the race's only four-time winner, with 182.267 in the beautiful new £14 Valv.lire-
Gilmore Coyote/Cosworth, also their best speeds so far.

Don Whittington, still working in the #9391 Road Atlanta Racing March/Cosworth whicr
is assigned to his brother, Dale, a Speedway rookie, got his top speed of 191.799.

Mexican rookie Josele Garza brought smiles to the faces of co-owner Dave Psachie arc
the Psachie-Garza team with a crew clocking of 188.9 in the #55 Penske/Cosworth.

Rick Mears test-hopped the 27 A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske/Cosworth zssigned 1o team
mate Bill Alsup at 136.421. Gary Bettenbausen moved ur *o 185.727 in the #8 Sta-0n
Car Glaze Lightning/Cosworth out of the Lindsey Hopkins stable, which has picked ur
sponsorship,

in the 184 bracket were Pancho Carter, 184.918 in the A5 Alex Foods Penske/Cosworti;
rookie Bob Lazier, 184.653 in the #35 Montgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/Cosworth, and
Tom Bigelow, with the top rocker-arm engine speed so far of 184.615 in the #56 Geneucu
Beer Wagon Penske/Chevy.

Alsup got 183.86!) out of his own car while Sheldon Kinser, the points leader in L&
Sprints, was at 183.861 in the #8] Sergio Valente Longhorn/Cosworth. Rookie Chip Mead
turned his top speed of 182.890 in the #49 White Castle/(95 Starcruiser Eagle/Cosworin
and Rookie Herm Johnsan also hit his high of [82.824 in  the #28 Menard Lumbsr Lighi-
ning/Chevy.

Dennis Firestone ran at 181.050 in the #70 Jack L. Rhoades Penske/Cosworth. Rzorie
levin Cogan got 180.868 out of the #22 Jerry Q'Connell Racing Phoenix/Cosworth anrd
Roger Mears, rookie hrother of Rick, furned 180,759 in the #98 Guiffre Brothers Crarnce
King/Chevy. Steve Krisiloff moved into the #53 Psachie Garza Racing Penske/Cosworth
and quickly got up to 181.159. Psachie said Steve will get the cpportunity to guali'y
this weekend, with the understanding he would yield his car in the event it is neeaed
oy either Garza or Geoff Brabham.

Tom Klausler completed his driver's test and got approval of a jurv of veteran driver:
in the #51 IDS Ideas Schkee/Chevy. Also getting approval but needing vet to finiur
their 170-plus phase were Rockie Pat Bedard, #17 Escort Radar Detector Volisied/0ffy
(2 laps to go} and Phil Krueger, #89 Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy, (I lap fo go.)

The other notable occurence of the day was the arrival of sexy tinda Vaughn, vear oo
a low-cuyt leather dress with fringe in all the proper places, acout 4:45 p.m.--
which brought roars of approval from the cunbaked Tower Torrace tens.
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Pensie teammztes Bobby Unser and Rick “2ars stampeu themse!lves as dual faVDFIiC‘ for
the 1981 Pole Position on the ove of Jualificatioae by running right at the "magic!
200 j«iles an Hour mark.

8o5by U. was timed on the eleciric eye at 195,310 miles per hour, just 11/100ths of

1 second from the 200 leve! ir his #3 Wo-+on Spirit Penske/Cosworth. Virtually tying
him for top honors was mears with an unofficial 139.5 cloeking in the #8 Gould Charge
Panske,/Coswortn.  Some persons with hand watches eaid vhey clocked Mmears at actually
a shade over 200,

w310 Andretti was close behind with 193.417 in his 740 STP 0 Treatment Witdeat/

Cosworth,  Danny Ongais swaosned his "Batmobile! - formally known as the 725 i(nter-
suope Racing lnterscopa/Cosworth around thae irack at 197.109. Four=time winner A.J.

Fovt, hungry for a fif+h, a5 next at (95,4632 in the beautiful 714 Valvoling=Gilmare
syote/Cosworth,

Mike Moslay brought great joy +o "stzek block" fars with a 195.24% circuit in the 453
Papsi-Challenger Eagie/Cievy.

The record for greatcst Speedway activity was broien for the socond siraight day as
52 cars took to the track-sne more than +he 51 that were out on Thursday,

The car that set the new mark at 5:58 p.m. was the 729 Reaudain Ra~ing Mclaren/Cosworth
driven by 8illy Engelhart, who had cirashad on Thursday., 't the accident, which was
Snitted from Trackside Report 54 on May 7 becnwse of space limitations, Engeihart

lest zontre! coming out of Jurn #1 (Southwest grid ZZO feet, nit the wali with the
rioht rear, Then h T with +the right front 40 fL:+ iater, and siid atong the wall for
160 feet, ST wAsS unibaet bul thn cac had extensive aamage to the right side.
The car wm.+ gbrougw @ Nurry-up rapaic ol

Joining teammate Andretii in the upper eci.zlons of speed were Gordon Sqiley, 2 sen-
sational Speedway sophomore, wih 193,865 in ine #60 Intermedics/Pairick Racing
ailozat/Cosworth, and Gorlon dohnernk, at (05,227 in *he 720 STP 01 Treatment Wiic-

Fray

|
zai/C  worth, Defeacing chameion Jonpny  Auvtharford wace bSetwaan Smile 2, and Johncock
at 19,737 in dha 51 Pennzoil Zhavarral., “nsrs wee a big arzo-off from there 1o the
132.061 pos*ed by rookie lose.» Garza of Mexico ia fhe 755 P sacin e-Garza Racing Penske/
Cooworth,  Rookie Bob Lazier was at 18,197 in +he %25 tontaomesy Ward Auto Club Penske/
Cosworth. jarry Cannon gar hin best spead - F 100075 Lub of his 599 Kracs  Car Steren

Ferska/Cusworth. There wes areatl jov ia tho Betannavaen rami v as Gary got 183,066
fromotne 3 3t2-0a Ce- Glaze Lig shtiing/Coswath and 1oty dr. raised = ot of ayebrows
with 5 187.970 run in the 216 & & R luoins M~Laren/Coswor+h

Pooki Harry wacDonald got 187.244 'n +hs Armsirong mould Lola/Coswstn.  Veteran
=idon Kinser hit 186.833 in the 78! Sergio Valente Longhorn/Cozworth. Dennis
i,sTonb was ir thae same Lracket at 186.220 in ine 770 lach Rhoades Penska/Cosworth.
Geoff Jrabham got 182,41« out of #50 Fszchie-Garzs Penske/Coswor+h.  Larry Dickson got
184,426 in the #21 Macninizts Unisn 1Aw Fenske/Cosvor 1.

e

The qualifying draw, made ot €¢:20 p m. today afier the frack closed:

'z

i, % 2 Sneva 1S, ¥ 7 Alsur 27. #89 Krusger R
7. #25 D.ogais 20, F51 «lausier R 8. 257 Mmartin
.43 Foyt 7. #50 Smiley 39, 799 Carnon
4. 795 Carinon 7. % 5 larver 40, £Zi Nickson
S04 LacDonald 2 2%, 792 wmahler 1. 2S84 3010 Wnittington
&. "33 Saldana Y. #28 Johinson 2 12 547 vukovich
74556 3igelow 25, 761 Con whitrington 45, £330 Rager
3. # | Rutherford s a2 ickirnuth 44, 18 G Bettennausen
“. 215 Tempero R 270 mod _ P 45. #35 Schuppan
0. 778 Karl 23. 255 Ce-ra I 45, 55 SBuick R
il FLL A dduser 2%, A7 Sedarg R 47. £98 Roger lears R
P2, £Z2 Simon 0. #7727 Chandler R 43. 772 Cogan R
P2, 735 miller R ~be 250 rmabham R 49, £186 T. Bettenhausen R
4. 175 Carter 5720 3 8 L. etrenhousen »C, Z61 Rutherford
f&>. #21 Richmont 23, JdA ”ogler R 51. £20 Johncock
6. 7737 Brayton = R A B s 5Z2. 253 Krisijoff
17, 281 Shetdon Kinser 35, si4 L”ffldr 5% 270 Firestone
P& R4S ead R 6. 740 Avdravti Sd. 743 Mosley
Eh 2 5 Dick wears
N A Ogib et
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Saturday, may 9, 1981 ~- #8 (First Qualifying Day)

Ladies and ge.tlemen of the news media:

Welcome 1o qualifications for the §5th Indianapolis 500-Mile Race on behalf of the
Indianapolis Mmotor Speedway. We will be issuing full reports an all qualifying and
race activity, as we have on practice action so far,

Rains Friday night and Saturday morning delayed opening of the track until 1:15 p.m.
There were reports that more showers could come between 4 and 5 p.m.

FRACTICE

1:2
|:
1:3
1:4

T O T UOo

[:56 p.

i
125
145

[aS I LS RN
RS =l v]

3333

3

5

PERIOD (1:t5 p.m. to 1:25 p.m., running under vellow.)

--GREEN

-=YELLOW for tow-in for #29 Billy Engelhart

-~YELLOW for tow-in for #88 Al Unser

-~YELLOW for #25 Danny Ongais, 2il line let go main straightaway, with car
emitting big trail of smoke.

==% 92 John Mahler, spun one-half turn in Turn-1 (SW), slid 240 feet, hit
wall with front, slid 410 feet to infield grass; #86 Jim Buick, did one-
half spin to avoid mahter, slid 400 feet to infield. Accident resulted
in light damage to #92, no> damage to £86. Both drivers okay.

. ==%40 Andretti got high on track, causing observers to switch on Yellow.
. —=%56 Roger Rager pulled off track at south end with engine problem.
. =~YELLOW for %21 Richmond, stalled in 3rd +urn.

END OF PRACTICE PERIOD.

Top Unotficial Practice Speeds TODAY on electric eye:

195.779 - #2 8. Unser 187.578 - # 7 Alsup
195.652 -¥40 Andretti 187.578 = #14 Fayt
(92,050 =% | Rutherford 187.226 - #60 Smiley
192.59 =-#2Z5 Orgais 185.720 - # 8 Bettenhausen
189.235 -#20 Johncock 184.615 - %48 woslay
188,640 -%88 A. Unser
QUAL [FYING:
2:15 p.m. ==Sun out today for first time over front stretch grandstands.
3:24 p.m., == %2 TOM SNEVA, 32, Spokane, WA.
signotti=-Cotter Racing Phoenix=march/Cosworth
QA - | | -~ 47.8C -- 188.285 VA = |
Z -— 48,39 -- 185,989
3 -- 48.29 -~ 186.374
4 -—  ellow by crew
3:44 p.m. -- YELLOW - squirrel on track during warm=up of driver below:
3:49 p.m., == #14 A.J, FOYT, 46, Houston, TX.
Valvoline-Gilmore Coyote/Cosworth
QA - 2 | == 45,37 -- 198.3569 0~ 1
2 = 45,65 -~ 197,172
3 == 45,01 == 195.610 Brushed wall
4 —— 46,57 -~ 193.257
T ~=-3:03.60 - 195.078
4:03 p.m. == #56 1CM BIGELOW, 4!, Whitewater, WI[.
Genesee Beer Wagon Penske/Chevy V-8
CA -~ 3 bo-=47.87 -~ 188.009 g -2
2 =~ 47.76 -- 188.442
I == 47.69 -- 188.719
4 == 47,87 -- 188.009
T ==3:11.19 - 188.294
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OTE :

Bigelow's sgeed of 188.294 is new stock-=block configuration track record; oid
ReCtord is 135.574 set in {980 by Roger Rager in Advance Clean Sweep Chevy,

4:10 p.m. -- YELLOW - Squirre! back on track
4:14 pom. == 4 | JOHNNY RUTHERFORD, 43, Fort Worth, TX.
Pennzoil Chaparral Chaparral/Cosworth
QA - 4 i == 46.08 -~ 195,313 Q-3
2 =~ 46,05 -- 195,440
3 -= 45,04 -~ 195,482
4 == 45,08 -~ 195 313
T ==3:04.25 = 195,387
4:22 p.m. -~ %38 JERRY KARL, 40, Manchester, PA.
Tonco Trailer Mclaren-Karl|/Chevy V-8
QA = 5 | == 49,20 -- 182,927 YA - 2
2 == 50.9] -~ 176.783 Blew
4:36 p.m. -- %88 AL UNSER, 41, Atbuquerque, M
Longhorn Racing Longhorn/Cosworth
QA - 6 b == 46,47 =~ 93,673 QG -4
2 == 46,65 == 92,926
2 -= 46,72 == 192,637
4 =~ 46.95 -= {91,652
T ~=2:06.80 - 192.719
4:45 p.m. -= 65 JERRY M|LLER, 38, tndianmapolis, IN
Luxury Racers Kingfish/Chevy V - 8
Took % warm up laps and came in Rookie
4:51 p.m. == #Z1  Tim RICHMOND, 25, Ashland, OH
' UNO/Guarantee Auto Valvoline/WTTV Penske/Cosworth
oA - 7 | ==~ 48,39 -= |85,989 Q-5
2 == 48,50 == |85.567
3 ~-- 48,70 -- 184.805
4 ~- 48.68 -- 184.881
T = 3:14,27 - 185,309
5:0F p.m, == #49 CHIP MEAD, 3, Dayton, OH.
WING/White Castle (-95 Starcruiser Eagle/Cosworth
QA - 8 | - 49.62 -- 181.378 Rookie UA - 3
2 == 49,42 -~ 182,113
3 == TELLOW BY CREW
~0TE: Speedway Safety Director Jack ('Neal expressed appreciaticn to the crowd for

their b
Officer
in the

NOTE ¢

5:15 p,

QA - 9

ehavior throughout the day,he said that State Polic: and Indianapolis Palice
s reported it was the most orderly crowd in their memory, incliuding the group
Southwest (#1)Jurn = formerly the site of the "snakepit'".

In pre-qualifying ceremonies, long time driver Jois Chitwood circled the track
in @ 1909 Buick which is part of the Hall of Fame Museum Collection. His "rid-
ing mechanic" was his son Joie Jr.

m. =~ # 7 BILL ALSUP, 42, Woodstock, VT.
A.3. Dick Pacemaker Penske/Cosworth
[ == 46.37 -~ |94.30! ROOKIE #) Q -5
Z -~ 46,33 =~ 94,7259
3 == 46,81 == 92,267
== 46,92 —— 19| .816
T =-3:06.28 =~ 193,154
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5:22 p.m. == #60 GCRDOOM SMILEY, 32, Gar'and, TX.
tntermadics/Patrick Racing Wildcat/Coswarth

OA ~ 10 \ | == 46,53 -= [93_424 0 -7
2 ~= 46.58 -= 193.215
3 - 46.69 -~ [92.76)
4.2z 48.74 == 192.5%5

T -~3:05,54 - 192,088

30 pam. == £ 5 BANCHO CARTER, 20, Brownsburg, !N
Alex Fonds Special  Penske/Cosworth

DA - T | = 47,03 ~ §Qi, 757 -8
2 =-- 47,15 == [980,88D
3 == 47,07 —— 19.205
4.7 47,21 == 190,638

T 30246 - 191,022

5:40 p.m. == £28 HERM JOHNSON, 28, Eau Claire, W!.
Menard 'umber Special Lightning/Chevy v-8

QA - 12 oo STLST - 187,817 ROOKIE #2 -9
2 -~ 47 1 ~-- 187,735
3 - T5U8% - 185,07
4 == 49 14 -~ 183,150
To-=3:13%,68 - 185,74
F:49 p.om. -- YELLOW RAIN
Z2:51 p.m. -- Track Elosed for doy.
The Patrick/STP Racing feam & nounced Thet in e event 1969 winner tario Andretti
is not able to quc' ify on Sinday, the #40 STP Oi Treatment fenske/Cosworth will be
gualified by another driver and started at the back of the pack by Andretti, who must
he in Belgium next weekand for the Belgi - Grand Prix. Steve Krisiloff has volun-
tesred To give up nis "rid»' in 1e #53 Psachie-Garza Racing Team Penske/Cosworth

to gualify for Mario, tho suokesman said.



DAY BY DAY | oo ' "
TRACKSIDE REPORT 554/%17
FOR THE MEDIA 9000/////// 4

Saturday, May 9, 1981 - 28 Page 4

PROVISIONAL STARTING LINEUP FOR THE 1981 iNDIANAPOLIS SO0-nILE RACE

POS., CAR NO. DRIVER CHASS IS /ERGINE TIME SPEED
ROV 1

! I 4 A. J. Foyt Coyote/Coswor th 3:03.60 196,078

2 I Johnny Rutherford Chaparra!/Cosworth 3:04.25 195.387

3 7 Bifl Alsup R Penske/Cosworth 3:06,38 193,154
ROW 2

4 60 Gordon Smiley Wildcat/Cosworth 2:06.54 192,988

5 88 Al Unser Longhorn/Coswor th 3:06,80 192,719

6 5 Pancho Carter Penske/Coswor th 3:08.46 191.022
ROW 3

7 56 Tom Bigelow Penske/Chevy v-8 3:11.19  188.294

3 28 Herm Johnson R Lightning/Chevy V-8 3:13,68 185,874

9 21 Tim Richmond Penske /Cosworth 3:14.27 185.309

Field Average 19!1.13l for 9 cars which is 4.675 mph greater than the 86,456 of 1980
Field.
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Day~long rains washed out any chance for qualifying on Sunday, and 27 cars will stili
have a shot at Pale Position and other spots in the "first-day" order when time trials
-resume next Saturday at Il a.m.

Mario Andretti prepared to leave for the Belgian Grand Prix next weekend after an

appeal by the Patrick/STP team for a special qualifying session on Monday was turned
down by USAC.

Most of the attention was centered on a series of news conferences held in the Inter-
view Room by Andretti and NASCAR driving aces Richard and Kyle Petty, father and son,
and Buddy Baker. All three of the latter indicated they would love to race NASCAR
stocks at the Indianapolis mMotor Speedway in the future and Kyle also indicated he had
an eye to a possible future ride in a Championship car in the 500. Bath veterans,
Richard and Buddy, said they thought 400 miles would be a better distance than 509

for the stocks, since it would take them about the same time +o complete the 160 laps
as it does the Champ cars 1o run 200 laps. Baker predicted that the first NASCAR
event at IMS would draw more than 200,000 fans.

Srothers Don and Bill Whittington were dropped from the lineup eiigible for "First-
Qualifying-Day" status in a bulletin signed by Binford and issued Sunday afternoon.
As a result, they lose any guarantee of a qualifying attempt. Binford said a check
of qualification records indicated the two cars, the £#9] and #94 Road Atlanta Racing
March/Cosworths, respectively, were "not physically in the qualifying 1ine" whan
time trials began at 3:29 p.m. Saturday. He said the check showed Car #9| arrived
in line at 3:44 p.m. and Car #94 at 4:14 p.m.

Here is the lineup of cars remaining with a shot at the first-day order:

%23 Jim McElreath, McEireath Special Penske/Cosworth; #64 Steve Chassey Jet Engineer-
ing Eagle/Chevy; #55 Josele Garza, Psachie-Garza Racing Penske/Cosworth; #17 Pat Bedard,
Escort Radar Detector Vollstedt/0ffy; #50 Geoff Brabham, Psachie=Garza Racing Penske/
Cosworth; #8 Gary Bettenhausen, Sta-On Glaze Lightning/Cosworth; #46 Rich Vogler,
Armstrong Mould Wildcat/SGD; #3 Bobby Unser, Norton Spirit Penske/Cosworth; #44 Greg
Leffler, Armstrong would Lola/Cosworth; #40 STP 0il Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth (desig-
nated qualifier to be named); #89 Phil Krueger, Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy; #57

John Martin, Metro Building Racing MclLaren/Offy #99 Larry Cannon, Kraco Car Stereo
Penske/Cosworth; #3| Larry Dickson, Machinists Union Racing Penske/Cosworth; #42 Bill
Vukovich, Rattlesnake Racing Watson/Offy; #18 Gary Bettenhausen (backup) Hopkins
Lightning/turbo—Chevy; #33 VYern Schuppan, Red Roof/Theodore/Equipe 66 McLaren/Cosworth;
#86 Jim Buick, Buick Eagle/Chevy; #32 Kevin Cogan, Jerry O'Connell Racing Phoenix/
Cosworth; #16 Tony Bettenhausen Jr., H & R Racing McLaren/Cosworth; #20 Gordon John=
cock, STP Oil Treatment, McLaren/Cosworth;#53 Steve Krisiloff, Psachie-Garza Racing
Penske/Cosworth; #70 Dennis Firestone, Jack L. Rhoades Penske/Cosworth; #48 Mike
Mosley, Pepsi Challenger Eagle/Chevy V-8; #6 Rick Mears, The Gould Charge Penske/
Cosworth; #29 Billy Engelthart, Beaudoin Racing MclLaren/Cosworth; and Bob Lazier,

#35 Montgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/Cosworth,

Cars in line with no guarantfeed attempt numbered 16 as fol]ows:

#96 Larry Cannon Kraco Car Stereo Wildcat/SGD; #'2 Tom Sneva, Phoenix/Cosworth; #45

Harry MacDonald, Armstrong Mould Lola/Cosworth; #69 Joe Saldana, Great American/Michael
Tires Lightning/Cosworth; #25 Danny Ongais, Interscope Racing Interscope/Cosworth;

#75 No Driver, Alex Foods Lightning/Cosworth; #15 Bill Tempero, Zamboni Electric MclLaren/
Chevy; #47 Phil Caliva CHC Intersec Racing MclLaren/Chevy; #38 Jerry Karl, Tonco Racing
NclLaren—Kart/Chevy; #22 Dick Simon, Vermont American Watson/Cosworth; #65 Jerry

Miller, Luxury Racers Kingfish/Chevy; #37 Scott Brayton, Brayton Racing Penske/Cosworth;
#81 Sheldon Kinser, Sergio Valente Lorghorn/Cosworth; #51 Tom Klausler, Doug Schultz
Schkee/Chevy; #49 Chip Mead, White Castie/Q95 Starcruiser Eagle/Cosworth; #72 Mike
Chandler, Team California Penske/Cosworth.

All rainchecks bearing #2 will be honored at any subsequent qualifying date in |198I.

A sad note was injected on Mother's Day when word reached the track that mrs. Evelyn
Foyt, mother of provisional pole-winner and four-time 500 champion A.J. Foyt died

at 12:30 a.m. today in St. Luke's Hospital in Houston, TX. of a heart condition.
Funeral arrangements have not been completed at this time.

- MmS -
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For the second straight day, all activity on the Indianapalis Mmotor Speedway was
washed out by day-iong rains. The track was cloased officialiy by Chief Steward
Tom Binford at 2:40 p.m. 11 was the second full practice day lost ft2 rzin, in
addition to the ful| quatifying day +hat had been scheduled on Sunday, {(way 10).
The other practice day lost was Tuesday, May 5,

With most of their work caught up due to 211 the garage time rasulting from the
rain-outs, racing crews took advantage of the washout to attend a noon lunchean in
the Speedway Motel sponsored by the Loctite Corporation of Newington, CT. in record
numbers. A new major perpetusl "Winning Team Trophy" was unveiled--a beautifu!,
six~foot tall +three~dimensional representation of the Speedway track and infield
which was designed by noted racing artist Ron Burtsn and executed by sculptor Phii.o
Calabro of Providence, Ri.

John R. Cooper, presidant of iMS, accepted the trophy, which wilt be on permanznt
display in the Speedway Museum, from David Barton, president of Loctite Industriai
Products Group. Barton pointed sut "This trophy will be 3 constant reflec+ion of

The mutual admiration that exists betwesn Loctite and the gallant people who waork
50 hard t3 achisve the high performance of Indy-class racing.”

Cooper termed it an "unique award” and said |+ was '"'very appropriate." Smailer
replicas of the large trophy were présented to the three key rombers of the |980
winning team--driver Johnny Rutherford, Chief Mmechanic Steve Roby and car oemer

Jim Hall. Cooper paid tribute 15 the Pennzoi| Chaparral group, saying "o mcre
professional team exists in racing or prohably in all of sports." The 73,100 casn
award that goes zlong with the trophy was presented at the 1980 victory banquet., A
plate honoring the team has been attached to the +trophy,

The Patrick/STP Racing Team announced that veteran driver Waily Dallenbach has aczepted
an invitation Yo gualify the 240 STP Of Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth assigred to marijo
Andrerti, who must leave +o Participate in the Belgian Grand Prix this weekend.
Dallenbach has been serving as co-chief steward of the CART serijes of National Chaa-
pionship races. Ha hur been in |3 500's with 2 best finish of four+4y jn Lo+ 137¢ and
1977, Andretti said the team appreciated the offer of Steve Krisiloft +o qualiry Tne
car, but deciined because it would have cost Krisiloff an apportunity o make e race
onohis own, Krisiloff, a former driver for The 5TP team, has a chance 1o qGualify

The #5Z% Psachie-Garza Racing Penske/Cosworth

i addition o the two categories listed in Trackside Report #9 for Sung.y Mz ()
‘here are five cars who are Guaranfeed a qua!ifying attempt but are not 2ligithte for
‘he Pole Position and the first-day order. Coming directly after Job Lazie; '5 7430
Montgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/Cosworth, are: #87 Sob Harkey, Romar Y'ree!c-Cargo
vaster Antares/Qffy; £79 Pete Halsmer, Hubler Chevroiet KISS 99/Colznial Bread Penske,
Cosworth; 734 Spike Gehlhausen, 2ist Century/Silhzutie Spas Eagle/Coasworth; #12 Tom
Sneva, Bignotti-Cotter March/Cosworth, and #74 Mike Chandler Team Catifornia mcLaren/
Coswoartn.

Binford also announced foday that, afier an informail review of +he facts regarding e
9] Road Atlanta Racing March/Cosworth driven by Don Whittington will be pliced in ihe
galifying line right behind the #2 ignotti-Cotter Phoenix-March/Cosworth of Srava,
{which is not far enough up to give it a guarantecd qualifying attempt.) Qinford
said, "This position is the one assigned by the Control Cfficial at +the time the csr
"eported to the line. The 2riginal position assigned as a result of the Traving on
Friday evening remains forfeited dus +o non-compliance with the requlation reguiring

2 Zar to be in line at the start of qualification in order to maintain thair Losigned

position.™
The Speedway wil! participate in the nation-wise observance of Armed Forcas Dzy Satur:
day (May 16) with special ceremonies in front of the Control Toawer and display ~f

armamant from all branches of the service a+ Iscations on the grounds.

The CTpeedway announced that getoes wilfl open at 7 a.m. on Saturday, with = large
rowd anticipated =s a resuit of +he Pole still being up for grabs and witl, suc!
drivers as Bobby Unser, Rick Mears, Gordon Johncock and Mikes Mosley tryving to zhooat
down the speed of four-time winner A.J. Foyt--196.078 mph.

Foy® is in Houston, TX. 15 attend funera! services for his mather, Virs, A.J. (Eveiyvn)
W Sr., which are scheduled for 207 p.m. Tuesday (May 1Z) a7t the Ges e Lov s Fun
2T L, Sumviyesg arg d.s Custand, AL Seo, won, ALdL UrL o apd o3 dmuske o o ’



DAY BY DAY lét%y 6

TRACKSIDE REPORT 5 JMMPO

FOR THE MEDIA S00///1iy
Tuesday, Nay 12, 198 ~= #||

The Batmcbile swooped into the crareing role in the Speedway's continuing top
spaed drama Tuesday as Danny Ongais became the first driver in three years 1o hit
the 200 miles an hour on the clactric eye. He is not eligibie for the Pole.

Ongais, driving the machine known officially as the #25 Interscope Racing Interscope/
Cosworth but now known almost universally by i+s nickname, hit the magic mark right
on the schnszzola, with an even 45-gacond clocking.

Mario Andretti, driving tha 440 STP Oil Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth for the final time
betore taking off tonight for the Belgian Grand Prix, was only a tick hehind Ongais
with 3 199.600, as a bsttle for the day's honors unfolded in the final half-hour
before the & p.m. closing. It was cut short at 5:53 p.m. when Tim Richmang spun in
the 721 UNO/Guarantee Auto WTTV/Valvoline Penske/Cosworth in Turn=1, (There were 2
more minutes of practice after that, on the yellow.)

Bobby Unser, in his backup #3=T Nar+on Spirit Penske/Cosworth, also was close to the
200 mark at 199,159, A distinct surprise entrant in the last-minute heroic was Bill
Whittington in the 794 Road Atlanta Racing March/Cosworth. He amazed railbirds by
hitting 197.4i]! which set his crew to jumping up and down with their signal hoard.
Conditions were near-ideal in the final stages of the day and the front-runners took
full advantage of it. Don Whittington, Bill's Srother, also was in the upper echejon's
with a 195,716 clocking in the #3] Road Atlanta march/Cosworth,

GCordon Johncock, who |ike Bobby Unser is among the favorites when the Pale hattle re-
sumes on Saturday at | a.m., got 193.673 out of his #20 STP Cil Treatment Wildcat/
Cosworth, Mike Masley had a good-news, bad-news day in his #48 Pepsi Challenger Eagle/
Chevy. First, he ran 193,133; then he blew 2n ernginre and had to come in on the hook.

Two~second generation drivers who have heen friendly rivals for years, Gary Bettenhansen
and Johnny Parsons, were teamed up when Parsons went 12 work for his old hoss, Lindsey
Hopkins. Gary B. got 189,474 out of the #8T Hopkins Lightning/turba—Chevy which

Parsons probably will attempt +o qualify, whiie Parsons took his first ride in the #8
Hopkins Lightning/Cosworth that Bettenhausen is assigned to. A car switch could be
‘orthcoming.

Rookie Mike Chandler, son of Los Angeles newspaper executive Otis Chandier, got to
186.72! in the #74 Team Cslifornia Mclaren/Cosworth and appears ready t2 qualify,
“0ining him on the team hy taking his first ride in the £772 Team California Penske/
Cosworth was Jerry Sneva, a second-row starter in last year's 500, who has been car
shopping up to now. In the same bracket with Chandler was another second-row star.er
from last-year, Spike Gehlhausen, who got 186,490 from the 234 2ist Century/Silthouette
Spas Eagle/Cosworth, Greg Leffler was at {84,167 in the #44 Armstrong Mmould Lola, which
has been switched +o Cosworth pceer from turbo=Chavy, Before executing one complete
spin through Turn=4 (NW) and then driving into the pits with one flat tirz, Richmond
had reached 18%.3NC. |n the same bracket with |83.076 was Pete Halsmer in the #79
Hubler Chevrolet/KIS5-99/Colonial Bakery Penske/Cosworth.

The search for speed took its +oll as +wo rookie drivers hit the wall and +wo veterans
spun. Most serious incident at 3:22 p.m. involved Rookie Phil Cativa and his #47 CHC
intersec Racing MclLaren/Chevy. Caliva got high in Turn #1 (5W), spun once, sliding
550 feet, hitting the wall going backwards with the lef+ front, did a half-spin for
250 feet away from the wall, then climbed *the wall and rode along it for 160 feet.
Rescue crews used the Hurst "Jaws of Life" +oo| to extricate him from the wreckage.

He suffered a deep bruise to his left thigh and was released from medical care after
Xx-rays were taken; extensive car damage.

AT 2:50 p.m,, Phil Krueger, another neophyte, spun coming off of Turn #2 (SE), execu-

ting one loop while sliding 440 feet to the inside wall. His £89 Joe Hunt Magneto
Fagle/Chevy hit the wall with the left side and continued along the wall 220 feet
into the grass. There was extensive damage to the left side of the car.

Larry Cannon spun the #'96 Kraco Car Steres Wildca+/SGD coming out of turn #4 (NW)
at 1:42 p.m., sliding 56C feet and coming 12 a stop in the mi<die of the track without
making wall contact. Richmond's spin was the final incident. There were 40 cars on
the "rack +oday,

=|MS=-
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Rick Mears showed he is ready 1o give teammate Bobby Unser a real hattle for the
Pole when time trials for the 65+h Indianapolis 500 resume on Saturday by turning
ina pair of laps in excess of 200 miies an hour Wednesday.

The 1979 winner got in his quickest circuit of 200.312-=tops for the month on the
electric eye--after first getting in a tap at 270.133 in his #6 The Gould Charge
Penske PC9-B/Cosworth. For the second straight day, Danny Ongais had a lap at

an even 200 miles an hour=--45 seconds flat-=which must be some sort of a record

for back-to-back consistency. He was driving the %25 Interscope Racing Interscope/
Cosworth, which has been dubbed the "Batmobi|a" by Speedway railbirds, both because
of its midnight color and its SWOOping appearance.

There were smiles all over the face of owner Dan Gurney, Driver Mmike mostey and the
crew of the Pepsi Challenger Eagle/Chevy after Mosley posted a 197.455 speed, stock-
block high, in late afternoon. The +rack was closed officially 45 minutes early,

at 5:15 p.m., by rain. Veteran Tom Sneva, runnerup three of the last four 5M0's,
got up +o speed with 196.035 in the #2-T March/Coswarth, bringing joy +o Chief
Mechanic George Bignotti. Bobby Unser, again practicing in his "backup" #3T Norton
Spirit Penske/Cosworth, ran at 195.865. Gordon Smiley, a first weekend qualifier
working on his race-day set~up, had a best lap of 193,298 in his #60 Intermedics/
Goodyear Wildcat/Cosworth.

tt didn't take Wally Dallenbach fong to get up to qualifying speed. Going out for
the first day in the #40 STP 0il Treatment Wildecat/Cosworth that he wit! attempt to
qualify for maris Andretti, Dz1lenbach +urned ina 191.042 speed, eminently satis~-
factory to earn a solid spot in the field if he can do i+ for four laps. The 44-
year-sld veteran from Basalt, C5. showed he has lost nothing of his competitive edge
in a year of driving inactivity. Andretti has departed for the Belgian Grand Prix
this weekend but plans to return to take over the car and start it at the back of
the field.

Joining the "190 Club" were veterans Larry Cannon and Sheldon Kinser. Cannon got
190.800 out of his #99 Kraco Car Stereo Penske/Cosworth. Kinser, a former USAC
Sprint champion, reached 190.276 in the 28| Sergio Valente Longhorn/Cosworth.

Rookie mike Chandler had his best lap so tar of 188.957 in the #74 Team California
Penske/Cosworth. Kevin Cogan, another rookie, got 187.149 out of the 732 Jerry
G'Connell Racing Phoenix/Cosworth. Spike Gehlhausen made good news on one lap,
terrible news the next. He reached 186.877 Just before crashing on Turn-3 at

4:22 p.m. His #34 21st Century/Silhouette Spas Eagle/Coswarth slid straight 380
feet straight into the outside wall, hitting with the right side, got on top of

the wall, tearing out a signal-light fixture, then continued 1067 feet into Turn-4,
stopping in the infield grass. There was extensivse damage to the front and right
side of the car. Spike suffered sbrasions of the left hand and tower leg cuts. He
was treated at the infield hospital and released. it was the second wa | | —-smacking
incident of the day on Turn=3 (NE). A+ |:34 p.m., Joe Saldana suffered an apparent
suspenrsion problem, which caused his #69 Great American/Michae | Tires Lightning/
Cosworth to siide 340 feet into the wall, with the throttle sticking. 1t slid along
the wall 510 feet, then slid 180 feet away from the wall. Satdara was unhurt. The
car had extensive damage to the right side.

Greg Leffler had 184.314 in the #45 Armstrong Mould Lola/Cosworth, which is assigned
to his teammate, rookie Harry MacDonald. In +he same bracket was Rick's brother,
Roger Mears, with 184.087 in the £98 Guiffre Brothers Cranes King/Chevy. Another
rookie, Pete Halsmer, again was in the 183 bracket with I183.300 in the #79 Hubler
Chevrolet/KISS 99/Colonial Bakery Penske/Cosworth. Scott Brayton, stiil another
rookie, was at 181.562 in the #37 Brayton Racing Penske/Cosworth. In the 180 bracket
were Dick Simon in the 722 Vermont American Watson/Coswor+h and Jdarry Karl in the
%38 Tonco Racing Mclaren/Karl Chevy. Rookie Steve Chassey finished the |60 phase

of his fest in a borrowed car, the #42 Rattiesnake Racing Watson/Cffy assigned to
S8ili Vukovich and pt in 10 good laps toward his |70 phase. The Clermont resident
hopes o finish tomorrow. He would Jjoin Ken Hamiiton who finished his test Tuesday
in the $32 idahs Special Rilay/Chevy and got appraoval of the Jury of veteran drivers.

=1MS-
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The only really significant news of the dsy was made by an award to the Dan Gurney
team as all of today's seven hours of practice time was washed out by persistent
rains, Clearing weather was forecast for Friday and Saturday.

John Ward, designer of the a8 Pepsi Challenger driven by Mike Mosley, received the
Louis Schwitzer Award for innovation and engineering excellence in the field of
Indianapol is~type Championship car design, which was announced a+ a news confer-

ence in the garage ares. The car is a 193] Gurney Eagle, which was designed with
the assistance of a unique ground-effect tunnel, in which the car si+ts on a moving
ground plane.

Sponsored by the Indiana Section, Society of Automotive Engineers, the award
recognizes engineering achievements in racing fechnsiogy; those resulting in in«
creased performance, safety or energy efficiency, with emphasis on competitive
potential.

Gurney's Chatlenger is unusual in tha+t iT was designed specifically to hold a
stock~block configuration engine. The award consists of the addition of the winner's
name to a permanent trophy displayed in the Speedway's Hall of Fame Museum, plus

a §1,000 cash prize provided by the Schwitzer Engine Components Group, Wallace

Murry Corporation. The winner also will recejve an individual trophy to be pre-
senfed at the May Race meeting of the SAE Friday night (May 15) in the Indianapolis
Athletic Club. The award is named in honor of Louis Schwitzer, first driver to

win at the Indianapolis Speedway, in 1909 when a series of short races were held

two years before the first "500.Y

United States Senator Richard G. Lugar (R-Ind) will induct 80 Naval recruits who

are members of the Tony Hulman Indianapolis 500 Company into +he U.S. Navy during
Armed Forces Day ceremonies in front of the Control Tower, starting about 10:15 a.m.
Saturday. The observance also witi feature displays of armament from a)] branches

of fthe service at two locations on the grounds. A parachute jump by members of

the West Point Academy team wi!l precede Senator Lugar's induction remarks. Follow=-
ing his part, Nancy Gesrge Gunter, granddaughter of Tony Hulman, will present

a flag to the groups and there will be flag raising ceremonies as a 45-member band
plays the National Anthem. The program is scheduled during the 45-minute period

for re-fueling the race cars hetween practice (9 to 10:i5 a.m.) and qualifying,
starting at Il a.m. The display of armament wiil be inside *he #| turn and behind
Grandstand E near the #| pedestrian gate at the corner of West I6th Street and
Georgetown Road,

And, don't forget Arnold!  Arnoid is +he centerpiece around which the Big Barbecue
for benefit of |ndiana Special Olympics has been organized. Mari HMulman George

is the chairman of +he big bash which is slated for 6:30 p.m. in the area of +the
Control  Tower., it wif] inctude Special Olympics competition involving celebrity
race drivers as well as other enfertainment and great food provided through the
courfesy of Ted Engel of Kroger Grocery Co. and Jug  Eckert of Jug's Catering.
Yes, Arnold will be there, too, but the 480-pound prize porker will be the Buest

of Honor rather than +he entree, as the result of some $50,000 worth of ma jor and
associate sponsor *hips arranged by hrs. George and her aides. The pubtic is wel-
come to join in the fun with a modes® contribution of $10 per person. Tickets
are on sale at the Hall of Fame Museum, the Speedway Motel and other locations in
Indignapolis.

Pete Halsmer of Lafayette, IN., 3 Speedway rookie, has received special permission
from SCCA 1o practice and qualify Sunday morning at Charlstte (NC), Motor Speed-
way for the Robert Bosch/vi Super=vee race, in which he will drive the Arciero
Ralt RT-1 fielded by the Frank Arciero Construction Co. of Walnut, CA. This is
cantingent upon his qualifying his %79 Hubler Chevrolet/Ki1S5-99/Colonial Bakery
Penske/Cosworth on Saturday for the 500, The permission makes it unnecessary for
Halsmer to commute back and forth between Indianapolis and Chariotte to take part

in regular Mini-Indy qualifying Friday.

Top practice spee-s so far by drivers whc may qualify this weekend are: A5 Rick
Mears, 200.312; #25 Danny Ongais, 200.000; #3 Bobby Unser, 199.510; #3T Bobby Unser
199.159; %20 Gordon Johncock, 197.585;: #48 M ike Mosley, §97.455; 294 Bil| Whitting-
ton, 197.411; #2T Tom Sneva, 196.035: #9] Don Whittington, 195.016; #55 Josele
Garza, 192.061; #40 Wally Dallenbach (Designated Qualifier for Mario Andret+i) (9,042,
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Bobby Unser removed all doubt that he is +he favorite to take over the Pale Pasition
when qualifying resumes Saturday by turning in a sizziing 271.387 miles per hour lap
Friday on what was by far the busiest day in Speedway history. The elder Unser
brother gave his rival something 15 shoot ~t with the fastest lap turned here in
three years inalate afternson run in his 43 Norton Spirit Penske/Cosworth.

There were 53 cars on the +track during the day which started late with running under
the yellow at 11:24 a.m. and under the green at 11:25 a.m., following drying out of
the track after the rains finally went away. That wiped out the old record of 52
czrs on the track set just one week previously, on May 8,

Tem Sneva, who holds koth +the one-lap and four laps frack records set in 1978, served
notice that he is ready to give Bobby and the latter's Penske teammate, Rick Mears, a
battle for the Pole. Sneva got his new #2 Bignotti-Cotter Racing March/Cosworth very
close to the magic 220 mark with a 199.690 circuit,

Danny Ongais, who has previously been in the 270 class twice, settied f~r 197,932 in
his "Batmobile," the £25 InTerscope Racing Interscope/Cosworth; he just may have been
"playing it cool" +5 avoid giving the opposition 100 hig a target for tomorrow.

Mike Mosley, a consistent chauffeur in the award-winning #48 Pepsi Challenger Eagle/
Cosworth again was in the 197 bracket, this time with a 197.8 clocking., From there,

the speed tailed off all the way to the 191.898 achieved by Gordon Johncock, the

1973 winner, in his backup #4 Patrick Racing Wildcat/Cosworth. At the same level

was rookie Bob Lazier with 191.611 in the %35 Montgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/Cosworth.

In the 191 range were 8ill Whittington, 190.800 in the #£94 Road Atlanta Racing March/
Cosworth; Wally Dalienbach, 190.678 in the #40 STP Oi | Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth he
will qualify for Mario Andretti, and three—time winmer Al Unser, already qualified,
running [9N.235 with a race~day setup in his #88 Longhorn Racing Longhorn/Cosworth.

Rookie Kevin Cogan, certainly now more than a dark-horse candidate for first-year
laurels, hit i89.075 in the £%2 Jerry O'Connel] Racing Phoenix/Cosworth. Tony Betten-
hausen, bidding to add 12 the illustrious 500 history of his tamily, ran at 188.443

in the #1586 H & R Racing MclLaren/Cosworth. Brother Gary 3. was just a tick behind

at 187.% in the #18 Hopkins Lightning/turbo-Chevy. Billy Engelhart got 186.529 out

of the #29 Beaudoin Racing Mclacen/Cosworth. veteran Larry Dickson Aot 154.654 out

of the #3] machinists Unisn Penske/Cosworth. A.J. Foyt, the provisional pole-sitter
who surely realizes his speed isn't likely +o stand up, prazticed at 184,383 in his
backup #41-T car, which most rajilbirds expect will ultimately be driven by George
snider, Foyt's long-time pal. Rookies Tom Kiausler and Pete Halsmer were both in the
183 bracket. Kiausler got 183.86] in the #51 1DS Idea Schkee/Chevy. Halsmer was
caught on the electric eye at 183.300 and by his crew at I87 before he hlew an engine.
A new one is being flown in from Alsup Racing and Chief Mechanic Ron Baddelley expects
to have the car ready for Saturday's 9 a.m. practice session.

Vearn Schuppan, a former 50C Rookie of the Year, got 182,186 from the #33 Red Roof Inns/
Theodore/Equipe 66 MclLaren/Coswor+h. Jerry Sneva test-hopped Pat Bedard's 17 Escort
Radar Detectsr vollstedt/Offy at 180.678 after Bedard had run i78=-plus in i, Scott
Brayton got 180.325 in the 237 Brayton Racing Penske/Cosworth. Spike Gehihausen

whose own car was totaled in an accident Wednesday, got a new ride when Herb and Roze
Wysard purchased the #23 car from Jim McElreath. Re-christened, the 21st Century/
Silhouette Spas Penske/Coswor th got up to 18C.180, Bob Frey joined Steve Kinser in

the group completing drivers' test and getting the okay. Frey was in the #7] Spirit

of Colorado Eagle/Offy.

Saturday's schedule calls for Speedway gates to open at 7 a.m., practice from 9 a.m.
o 10:15 a.m., Armed Forces Day ceremonies from I9:15 +o |1 a.m. and qual ifying to be-
ginat i,

Outlaw super~star Steve Kinser, a dirt-~track ace, probably gained some new respect for
ihe pavement in the day's only serious incident at 5:28 p.m. He had passed his driver's
test just z half-h-ur before. He got low ‘n Turn-i (SW) in -is #78 Stanton Racing
Products Penske/Cosworth, did a hatf-spin, slid 500 feet, hit the wall with the left
side, slid 80 feet more, did another hatf-spin, touched the ocutside wall again, sliding
167 feet, then continued 850 feet into the infield grass of Turn £7 (SE). There was
moderate damage 1o the car. Kinser was nat hurt,
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Good morning ladies and gentiemen of the news media. Welcome to the resumption of
gualifications for the 198! Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. The day began with near-
ideal weather conditions. When practice started promptly at 9 a.m., winds were 5

t2 10 miles an hour from the east and temparatures in the mid-50"s, Sunny skies
were expected until early afternoon, with clouding likely then. There were 27 cars
cligible for the Pole pasition and other "first-day" qualifying spots, in the lineup.
Six more cars also had guaranteed attempts. There were 29 more cars in the qualify-
ing order with no assurance of an opportunity.

NOTE: Report #14 for Friday, mMay 15, stated incorrectly that Tom Sneva was a candi-
date ftor the Pole. He is not. His #2-T car that he probably will attampt to
qualify is a member of the second group, assured of a qualifying opportunity
but not included in the "first-day" qualifiers group. Also, engine on %48
should read "Chevy'" instead of Cosworth. Sorry about that.

Practice: (9 a.m, 15 12:15 a.m.)

There were 4 yellow lights for minor incidents as follows:
9:30 a.m. #89 Phil Krueger blew engine

9:52 a.m. Oil in Jurn 2 (SE)

10:00_a.m. Track isspection for article reported in Turn 3

10:15 a.m. Tow-in for #99 Larry Cannon, f3l]owed hy end. of practice period. .

Unotticjal Practice Speeds = Electric Eye:

200,118 - 27 7. Sneva C191.815 = #8 G.. Bettentausen
199,115 - #6 Mears 188.166 - #99 Cannon
196.335 = #1 Rutherford (Q) 184.350 - 274 Chandler

191,815 ~ #91 Don Whittington
" Track open faor practice and.qualification

Plid-a.m, == #34 SPIKE GEHLHAUSEN, 26, Specdway, IN.
' 21st Century Silhouette Spas Fenske/Cosworth

QA ~ 43 o I-- Yeltow flag by crew CUA - A

I'1:07 a.m. == £55 JOSELE GARZA, 22, Mexico City, wmex.
Psachie-Garza Racing PRenske/Cosworth

| == 46.75 -= ]95,449 ROOKIE %3 . Q=10
2 ——- 46,08 -~ (95,313
) 3 == 45,99 =~ 195,695
4 -~ 46,40 -- 193,966
T -=32:04.52 - 195,17}

P1:18 a.m. - #¥34  JERRY SNEVA, 3|, Spokane, WA.
Escort Radar Detentor Volistodt/Offy

QA - 15 |- 5I.|! - 76,79 UA - 5
2 ~= Yallow ‘ -

23 a.m,. —— #5C GEOFF BRABHAM, 29, San Clemente, CA.
Psachie~Garza Racing Penske/Cosworth

QA - 18 I - 47,72 == 188,600 ROOKIE #4 Q- 1l
2 == 47,93 == {87,774
3 == 47,94 == [87.735
4 -- 47,91 -~ 187.852
T =~3:11.5 - 187,990



DAY BY DAY
TRACKSIDE REPORT
FOR THE MEDIA

Saturday, May 16, 1981 ~- #15

P30 aum, == # 8 JOHNNY FARSONS, 36, indianapoiis, IN

Sta On Glaze  Lightning/Chevy

OA - 17 I == 49,20 -~ |82.926
z -= 49,05 -~ 183,486
3 -- 48,84 -~ 184,275
4 ~= Yellow by Crew
P1:36 a.m. =~ % 3 BOBBY UNSER, 47, Altbuguerque, NM
rorton Spirit Penske/Cosworth
QA - 18 | == 44,84 -- 200,714
2 == 44,70 ~= 20| ,342
3 ~— 44,83 -~ 200.758
4 == 45,14 -- 199,380
T ==2:59.51 - 200.546
[1:45 a.m., == #44 RICH VOGLER, 30, Indianapolis, IN
Armstrong Mould Lola/Cosworth
GA - 19 | == 49.56 -- |81.598 Rookie
. 2 -~ 49,66 -~ 181,232
3 == 49,55 ~= {81,635
4 == Came in
[1:53 a.m, == #40 WALLY DALLENBACH, 45, Basalt, Co.
STP Qil Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth
A - 20 | =~ 46,52 ~= |93,465
2 =~ 46,48 ~- 93,632
3 == 46,62 == 193,050
4 ~~ 46,87 -= 192,020
T ==3:06,49 - 193,040
[2:01 p.m. == #57 JOHN MARTIN, 42, Irvine, CA
Metro Building Racing MclLaren/Offy
QA -~ 21 | =~ Pulled in
£2:07 p.m, -~ #99 LARRY CANNON, 44, Danville, L
Kraco Car Stereo Penske/Cosworth
QA - 22 ] == 49,06 -~ [83.449
2 == 49,11 -~ 183,038
3 =~ 49,28 == [82.630
4 == Yellow by crew

12215 pom. ==#3| LARRY DICKSON, 42, Marietta, OH

Machinists Union  Penske/Coswor th

QA ~ 23 ] -= 48.13 -~ 186.994
2 -- 48,24 -~ 186.567
3 -~ 48,35 -~ [86.143
4 -- 48.54 -- 185.414
T -~3:13.26 ~ 186.278
i2:24 p.m, =~ #42 BILL VUKOVICH, 37, Coarsegold, CA
Rattlesnake Raclina Watson/Offy
QA - 24 [ == 51.78 == 73,812

2 ~= 51,97 == 73,177
2 ~= Came in

K027/ 4

Page 2

UA - 6

0-12 |
UA = 7

0 =13

UA - 8

UA - 9

UA - 10
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12:33 p.m. - % 8
QA - 25
12:40 p.m, ~- %33
QA - 26
12:47 p.m. =- #86
QA - 27
i2:54 p.m. -~ #32
OA -~ 28
F:04 pom. -~ 215
QA - 29
LeiZ2 pom. == 220
0A - 30

[:18 p.m., -= #53

0A - 3|

1981 -= %i5

GARY BETTENHAUSEN, 39, Monrovia, IN.
Sta=0n Car Glaze Lightning/Cosworth

I == 46.95 -~ |9],693 Q - 15
2 == 46.94 -=- {61,734
3 == 47,21 -~ 190.5638
4 —- 47.5] ~- 189,434
T -=3:08.61 - 190.870

VERN SCHUR-AlY, 38,
Red Roof Theodore

Whyalla, South Australia
Racing Equipe 66 MclLaren/Cosworth

| =~ 48,75 ~- 184,515 Q- 16
2 -- 43.36 -~ 185,104

3 == 47,82 ~-- [87.8]3

4 == 47,95 -- 187.696

T ==3:12.98 -~ [B6.548

JiM BUICK, 40, Barthoud, CO

Buick Eagle Eagle/Chevy

| =~ 51.29 -~ 175,473 ROOKIE #5 Q=-17
2 -~ 51.4] ~~ 175,063

3 ~=51.23 -- |75,878

4 == 51.62 -=- 174.35]

T ==3:25,55 -~ 175,140

KEVIN COGAN, 25, Redondo Beach, CA

derry O'Connell Racing Phoenix/Cosworth

I == 47.2] -- 190.638 ROOKIE #6 Q@ - 18
2 =—- 47,38 -- 189.954

2= 47.34 —~- 190,114

4 —— 48,10 == 187,110

T ~-3:10.03 - 189.444

TONY BETTENHAUSEN, 29, Speedway, [N

Provimi veal Mclaren/Coswarth

i == 48,09 -~ |87.149 ROOKIE #7 Q - 19
2 -— 48,07 - |86.838

3 =~ 48.04 -~ 187,344

4 == 48,20 = 186,722

T ==3:12.50 -~ |187.CI3
GORDON JOMNCOCK, 44, Coldwater, Ml

STP Qil  Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth

| == 45.63 -~ 197,239 o =20
2 == 45,34 ~= 194,217

3 - 46,74 =~ |94 ,637

4 -~ 46.00 ~-~ 195,652

T —-=-3:04.21 - 195.429

STEVE KRISILOFF, 34, Dana Painte, CA

Psachie-Garza Pacing Penske/Coswor+h

[ == 48,11 == 187,071 e-20
2 ~-- 48,16 - |3.0377

3 -~ 4B.28 -~ 186.4]3

4 —- 48.25 ~= 186,528

T ~-%:12.80 ~~ 186,722

OE5TH
8 iy

Page 3
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[:26 p.m. == #70 DENNIS FIRESTONE, 36, Gardena, CA
Jack L. Rhoades Penske/Cosworth
QA - =2 [ ~~ 48,10 -- 187,110 Q- 22
Z == 48,58 ~~ |85,26!
53 == 48,44 -- (85,797
4 == 48,74 ~— 184,653
T =-3:13.86 - 185,701
Vi34 pom., =- #48 MIKE MOSLEY, 24, Fallbrook, CA
Pepsi Challenger Eagle/Chevy
QA - 33 | == 45,54 -~ 197.628 0 - 23
2 == 45,55 - 97,585
3 = 45,67 -= |97.068
4 -~ 45,87 -- 196,292
T ==3:02.6] - 197.141
41 p.m., ~- # 6 RICK MEARS, 29, Bakersfieid, CA
Gould Charge Penske/Cosworth
QA - 34 | == 44,79 -= 200, 938 UA = 11
2 -~ 45,0} -~ 199,958
3 == came in after engine vibration dewsbopad. .

1:47 pom, == #29 BILLY ENGELHART, 39, Madison, Wi
Beaudoin Racing McLaren/Cosworth

QA ~ 35 | == 48.42 -~ 185.874 Q= 24
2 == 48,55 -~ 85,375 ’
3 == 48.45 ~~ 85,759
4 == 48,38 -- 186.027
T -=-3:15.80 ~ 185,759

':54 p.m. --§35 BOB LAZIER, 42, Vail, CO.
: Montgomery Ward Auto Club  Penske/Cosworth

QA - 36 | -~ 47,44 -~ 189.713% ROCKIE #8 ¢ =25
' 2 == 47,45 ~~ 189,673
3 -- 47,54 -~ 189,34
4 == 47,62 ~- 188,996
T ~=3:10.05 ~ 189,424
End of "ist Day" Qualifiers Field Average Ist Day Qualifliers 189,976
2:03 p.m, =~ #47 PHIL CALIVA, 36, Hermosa Beach, CA
CHC intersec Racing MclLaren/Chevy
QA = 37 | == 57,47 == 156,603 UA - 12
2 == 56,91 -~ {58,144
3 veliow
Z:09 p.m. == # 2 TOM SNEVA,.2, Spokane, WA.
Bignotti Cotter Racing March/Cosworth
QA - 38 -= 44,46 -~ 202,429 Q - 26

—= 44,73 ~= 201,207
== 45.00 -~ 200.000
-~ 45,19 ~-- 199,159
~=2:59.38 ~ 200,69

—f N —
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ote: Phil Caliva was in #3837 Rome~  Whoels Cargo Master Antares/Offy rather than #47
2307 pum, —— F74 M KE CHANDLER, 23. Dana Point, CA
Yeam Coiifcoria  Penske/Cosworth
Sr - 39 | = 4&G.2 -- 186,29 ROOKIE #9 Q- 27
2 o= 47,99 -~ 187,539
Z == 4777 -~ i88.403
4 == &/ 86 == 188,048
To=3:010,88 -~ 87,568
2024 nom. e 22 RoEIR PAGER, SZ2, Mound, N
Bignotti Co*ier Racing Phoenix-March/Cosworth
A= 40 I -~ 50.50 -- 177,585  2nd Attempt on Car UA - 13
2 -~ Si.04 ~- |76,332
3 == vYallou
228 pom, -~ FAl DON Wi ! TTHNGTON, 35, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Road /tlanta Mclaren/Cosworth
CA - 4] P AT 0N = 16,123 Q - 28
2~ AT .31 - 188,245
3 -= 48.2% - 186.605
d o= 48,14 w- (83,150
voES12.27 - 187,737
TS5 oom = VELLOW o0 track ‘nopaction,
AhL BARRY MACNONALD . L0, Bloomfield Hills, M}
Armstiong tiotuld Lola/Cosworth
Y i S LYY - (B, 438 Rookie UA - 14
2 -~ 4U,55 - 131,237
Io=—- YELLOW Y CRiw
Zealpeme —m 2250 LANY OMGALS, 3P, Costa Mesa, CA
ratersoape Racing  interscope/Cosworth
QA - %2 Com e,z == 200, 400 Q -29
7 WBUSE - 92,038
Zome 4B 86 - 05,64
b me o595 -~ 10T /CH
T =302 00 - 197,694
113D p.m. - #05 BILL TIMFZRO, %7, FT. Collins, CO.
Zamooni zlcstric Special MclLaren/Chevy V-8
Tock 3 war=mup laps and came in.
2.0C pom. —- ¥38 JERRY KARL, 1., Manchester, PA
Tonzo Tratier Mclaren-Kar[/Chevy V-8
Cho- 44 I o gS iz - 183,225 2ad Afttempt UA - I5
& e 4G 04 - 180.2(6
3 -~ Zame In
E0F oL #22 0ICK SN, 47, San Juan Capistrano, CA
Yersont Arerocan  Watson/Cosworth
ok B owarnup lens and came in
ST A - #57 SCOTY BRAYTON, 270, Coldwater, M|
SGrayton Racing  Penske/Cosworth
Dno- 45 -- 50.45 -- |78.359 UA - 16

L= BUE5 = 1T 690
3 Yo!iow by crew
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3:19 p.m.

QA - 46

CA - 47

3:32 p.m.

OA - 48

3:38 p.m.

QA - 49

JA = 50

2:52 p.m.

YA - 5l

@A =~ B2

# Bl

#51

#49

#92

#94

#68

#98

1981

Doy

-= £15 Page 6

SHELDON KINSER, 38, Bloomington, IN

Sergio Valente Longhorn/Cosworth

| == 47.38 -~ 189,954 @ = 30
2 == 47,33 -~ 190,154

3 ==+ 47,58 =~ |89,|55

4 -—— 47,73 -- 188,561

T ==3:10,02 ~~ 189.454

TOM KLAUSLER, 35, Northville, Ml
Schkee/Chevy Turbo V-8

,.._.
2 —-=
2 -
R

49,45 -~ 182.002 Rookie UA = 17
49.46 -~ 181,965
49.63 -- |B],342

Yellow by Crew

CHIP MEAD, 31, Dayton, OH

WING/White Castle Q-95 Starcruiser Eagle/Cosworth

P =~ Pulled off - Smoking Znd Attempt UA - 18
Rookie

JOEN MAHLER, 44, Newport Beach, CA

Duke Racing Special Penske/Offy

| == 52.76 -~ |72.216 Ua - 19

2 == Came in

BILL WHITTINGTON, 3}, Fort Lauderdate, FL.

Road Atlanta March/Cosworth

| -- 48.56 ~- |85,338 Q — 3i

2 == 48,53 -~ 85,452

3 -- 48,74 -- |84.653

4 -- 48,94 -- 183,899

T --3:14.77 - 184.833

RICK MEARS, 29, Bakersfield, CA

Gould Charge Penske/Cosworth

46.27 -~ 194,510 Q - 22
46,34 -~ 194,217
45.57 -- 193,257
46,37 -~ [94.09]

W N —

--%:05.55 f94.018

ROGER MEARS, 34, Bakersfield, CA

Giuf

2‘.-._

fre Bros, Cranes King/Chevy

48,28 -- 186.413 Rookie UA - 20
Blew Engine

«ote: Change Chassis designation on Car #9| to March instead of McLaren

4:03 p.m, ~~ YELLOW - Qii on track,

4:24 p.m, -- Track reopens for qualifying

4:27 p.m, —— #6353 KEN HAMILTON, 39, Boise, ID
ldaho Riley Chevy

QA - 53

I
2
3
a

-= 51.19 -~ [75.816 Rookie UA = 21
-=- 51.24 -- |75.644
-- 51.52 -- 174.689

-- YELLOW by Crew
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4:34 p.m., == #43 GREG LEFFLER, 279, Winchester, IN

Armstrong Mould Armstrong/Chevy
QA - 54 I == 50.04 -- 179.855 UA - 22

2 == 49.8| -~ |80.687

3 -- 50.4} -- 178.5%

4 -~ Yeliow

4:44 p.m, - #¥17 JERRY SNEVA, 31, Spokane, WA.
Escort Radar De*zctor Vol Istedt/0f fy

QA = 55 | —— 49.32 -~ 182.482 2nd Attempt UA - 23
2 == 49,38 -~ 182,280
3 -~ 49,28 -~ |82.630
4 == Yellow by Crew
4:51 p.m., == ¥18  JOHNNY PARSONS, 26, [ndianapolis, IN
Sta On Glaze Lightning/Chevy
QA - 56 [ == 48.36 -- [86.|04 A - 24
2 -- 49.23 -~ 182.815 2nd Attempt
3 -- 49.01 -- [83.636
4 -- Yellow
T:01 p.m. == #57 JOHN MARTIN, 42, irvine, CA
Metro Building Racing Mclaren/0ffy
QA - 57 b=~ 50,41 -- 178,535 Z2nd Attempt Q - 33
2 == 50,3% -~ |78.820
3 == 50.8] -- 177.130
4 == 5].09 -~ 176,160
T ==3:22.64 -~ 177.655%

FIELD FILLED 5:05 p.m.

5:1% p.m. -~ #99 [ARRY CANNON, 44, Danville, (L
Kraco Car Stereo Penske/Coswortn
QA ~- 58 -- 48,79 -~ 184,464 Bumps #86 Buick Q ~ 34
-~ 48,43 -- |85.835 2nd Attempt
-~ 48,45 -~ |85,759

-=-_48.27 -~ 186.45]
--3:13.94 ~~|85,624

W N —

Mote: Previous car breaks record for most attempts in one day. Former record 45.

2:19 pom. ~-#42 BILL VUKQVICH, 37, Coarsegold, CA
Rattiesnake Racing Watson/Offy

QA - 59 i == 50,83 -~ |77.06] 2nd Attempt UA - 25
2 -- 50,95 -- |76.644
3 =~ Came In
Note: The number of Rick Mears' car will be changed from 68 to 6 according to an

announcement by the Penske Team.

5:23 p.m. -=- ¥79 PETE HALSMER, 37, Lafayette, IN
Hubler Chevrolet/KISS 99/ Colonial Bakery Penske/Coswor+h

QA - 860 | == 47,72 -- 188.500 Bumps #57 Martin Q - 35
2 -—- 47,97 -- 187.617 ROOKIE #190
3 -- 47,87 -~ 188,009
1. -— 48,23 -- 186.606
T ==3:11,79 -~ 187,705
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5:33 p.m. -- #87 PHIL CALIVA, 36, Hermosa Beach, CA
Roman Wheels Cargo An+ares/0ffy
GA - 8] | == 55.40 -~ {51.515 2nd Attempt Ua - 26
2 == Yel|low
5:40 p.m., -~ #7| BOB FREY, 3C, Elyria, oM
Spirit of Colorads Eagle/Ofty
QA - 62 | ~~ 53,00 == 189,8!| Rookie ua - 27
2 =~ Yellow, came in
5:45 p.um. == #°2  JOHNNY PARSONS, 26, Indianapolis, IN
Bignotti-Cotter Phoen ix~March/Coswor+h
QA = B3 I = 49,24 -~ 182.778 TOC SLOW TO BUMP UA = 28
2 == 48,75 -~ |84.615
3 == 49,13 -~ 183,187
4 ~~ 48 74 ~~ [84.653
T -=3:15.86 - 183,805

5:53 p.m. =~ #45 HARRY MACDONALD, 40, Bloomfiald Hills, Mi
Armstrong Moul d Lola/Coswor+h

QA ~ 64 I == 49,06 -~ 183,449 Znd Attempt UA - 29
2 == 48.85 --~ 184,237 Rookie
3 == Yellow by Crew

5:59 p.m. ~#66 ROGER RAGER, 32, Mound, MN
Seymour Enterprises Wildcat/Chevy

QA = 65 F'==49.71 -~ 18].050 UA - 30
2 == 50,48 ~- |78.288
23—~ Yeliow

Speedway Safety Director Jack O'Neal estimates today's qualifying crowd at 138, 000.
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PROVISTONAL STARTING LINEUP FOR THE

POS . CAR NO. DRIVER
I 3 Bobby Unser
2 48 Mike Mos|ey
3 [ 4 A.d. Foyt
4 20 Gordon Johncock
5 | Johnny Rutherford
6 55 Josele Garza R
7 7 Bill Alsup R
8 40 Wally Dallenbach
g 80 Gordon Smiley
[0 88 Al Unser
1 5 Pancho Carter
12 8 Gary Bettenhausen
I3 32 Kevin Cogan R
14 25 Bob Lazier R
15 56 Tom Bigelow
|16 50 Geoff Brabham R
17 16 Tony Bettenhausen Jr
18 53 Steve Krisiloff
19 33 Yern Schuppan
20 3l Larry Dickson
21 28 Herm Johnson R
27 29 Billy Engelhart
23 70 Dennis Firestone
24 21 Tim Richmond
25 2 Tom Sneva
26 25 Danny Ongais
27 &6 Rick Mears
Z8 81 Sheldon Kinser
29 79 Pete Halsmer R
30 74 Mike Chandler R
3l 9] Don  Whittington
32 99 Larry Cannon
33 94 8ilt Whittington

RCW

f 981

CHASS IS/ENG INE

|

Penske/Coswor+h
Eagle/Chevy v~8
Coyote/Cosworth

RCOW 2

ROW

Wildcat/Cosworth
Chaparra| /Coswor+h

Penske /Cosworth
=

Penske /Coswarth
Wildecat/Cosworth
Wildcat/Cosworth

ROW 4

ROW

ROW

R

Longhorn/Coswor th
Penske /Coswor th
Lightning/Cosworth
5

Penske/Coswor th
Panske/Coswor th
Penske/Chevy v-8
2

Penske /Coswarth
mclaren/Cosworth
Penske/Caswar+h

ROW 7

mcLaren/Coswor th
Penske/Cosworth
Lightning/Chevy v-8

ROW 8

ROW

ROW

ROW

McLaren/Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Penske /Cosworth
9

March/Cosworth

I nterscope/Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
1O
Longhorn/Coswor th
Penske/Coswor th
Penske /Coswor th
I

March/Cosworth
Penske /Coswor th
March /Coswaorth

WA (ST N b LN AN NN

(SR Y]

0

INDIANAPOL S 500-MILE RACE

TIME SPEED
:59.51  200.546
12.6]  197.14]
:03.60 |96.078
04.21 195,429
:04.25 195,387
:04.52 195, 0]
:06.38 193,154
106,49 193,040
:06.54 192,988
:06.80 192.719
08.46 |91.r22
:0B.61  190.83/0

11,03 189,444

10.05 189.424

(1,19 188.294
$11.5¢  187.990

2.5 187.7!3

12.80 186, /27

12.98 186.548

13.26 186.278

13.68 185.874

13.80 185.759

13.86 185.7:

14.27 185.309
59.38 200.69]
02.10 197.694
:05.55  194.018

10.02 [89.454

[1.79 187.705

11,93 (87.568

12.27 187.723%7

13.94 185.624

14,77 184.833

Fietd Average 191.%75 which is 5.009 mph faster than the 185.570 of 1980 field.
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Practice (10 a.m. 45 (I:15 a.m.)

Incidents:

1C:i2% a.m. -- #34 SPIKE GEHLHAUSEN in #34 2|s+ Century Silhouetie Spas Penske/Cos~
worth spun once in south short chute, sliding 600 feet. No wall
contact.

10:52 a.m. -- #98 ROGER MEARS in #98 Guiffre Brothers Cranes King/Chevy los+t control
in south short chute, spun 24 times, sliding 750 feet. No wall
contact,

There were 3 other minor yellows for non-serious incidents,
Top practice speeds reported on electric eye for non-qualified cars:

189.633 =~ #90 Bill Whittington (driver is qual ified)
184.809 - #49 Chip Mead
183,749 ~ #64 Steve Chassey

Qualifying

12:06 p.m. ~- #38 JERRY KARL, 40, Manchester, PA
Tonco Trailer McLaren-Karl/Chevy v-8

Tock three warm up laps came in

12:13 p.m. ~= #89 PHIL KRUEGER, 29, Fulterton, CA
Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy

QA - 66 | == 48.28 -- 186.027 VA - 3|

2 ~~ 48.34 -~ 186, 18]

3 == Hit wall turn 3*
*Car #89 Broke lose Turn 3 (NE), slid 240 feet, hitting wall with right side first,
slid 80 feet along wall, then away from wall, making two spins covering 860 feet into
infield in Turn 4 (NW). Krueger was removed from the car and taken by helicopter to
Methodist Hospital. His condition was reported as generally good; he suffered a frac-
ture and distocated right shoulder and minor facial burns.

- 12:50 p.m. ~= #64 STEVE CHASSEY, 36, Clermont, [N .
~ Jet Engineering Eagle Eagle/Chevy V-8
QA - 67 -~ 48,57 ~~ |85.300 UA - 32
~= 48.67 ~=~ 185,109
-- 48,67 -~ |84.919
== Yellow by Crew

N -

12:56 p.m., -~ #49 CHIP MEAD, 31, Dayton, OH
WING/White Castle Q=95 Starcruiser Eagle/Cosworth

-~ 48,06 -~ |87.266 3rd Attempt UA - 33
-- 47.88 -~ 187.970

~~ 5[.01 -~ 176,430

Pul ted Off

QA - 68

NN -

21} p.m, == Track open for practice and qualifications for first +ime during 198l
time trial period,
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1:28 p.m. ~- YELLOW, track inspection.

1136 p.m. =-- GREEN

1138 p.m. =~ YELLOW tow in A8 Bill Vukovich
F:42 p.m. -- GREEN

1146 p.m. == YELLOW

2:0l p.m, -= Track apen for qualifying

2:04 p.m. ~= 64 STEVE CHASSEY, Ze, Clermont, IN
Jet Engineering Eagle Eagle/Chevy v-8
DA - B9 | -~ 48.96 -~ 183.874 Znd Attempt UA = 34
Z YELLOW by crew Rookie
2:16 p.m. ~- 98 ROGER MEARS, 34, Bakersfiald, CA
Giuftre Bros. Cranes King/Chevy
QA - 73 I =~- 48.28 -—- 186.413 BUMPS #94 B, Whittington Q - 3
2 -= 48.28 -- 186.4|3% ROOKIE #11
3 ==~ 48.83 -- 184.7|3 Znd  Attempt
4 == 49.322 == 82,482
T ~=3:14.71 - 184.870

2:22 p.m. == 37 SCOTT BRAYTON, 22, Coldwater, IN
Srayton Racing Penske/Cosworth

GA =~ 71 [ == 49.70 -~ |8).087 Rookie UA - 35
Z -~ vYellow by crew
24 p.m. == #22 DICK SIMON, 47, San Juan Capistrano, CA

Yarmont American Watson/Coswor+h

DA -~ 72 | ==~ 49.54 ~- |81.57]| UA - 36
2 YELLCW BY CREW

239 p.m. == 34 SPIKE GEHLHAUSEN, 26, Speedway, IN
21st Century/Silhouette Spas Penske/Cosworth

QA - 73 | == 49,29 -- 187.593 UA - 37
2 ==~ Crashed *

*Lost control in Turn 3 (NE) Spun once siiding 450 feet, hit outside wall, did half

spin sliding 180 feet off wall. Driver suffered bruises *o both heels, held for ob-
sevation in infield hospital. Car had front-end damage.
758 p.m. == £92  JOMN MAMLER, 44, hewport Beach, CA
T Duke Racing Penske/Offy

X warmup laps and came in without taking the green

201 pom. == £4% TOM BAGLEY, 41, Centre Hali, PA
Armstrong Mould  Armstrong/Cosworth
A - 74 | == 48,44 -~ 185,797 BUMPS #98 Roger Mears Q ~ 37
2 == 48.23 -~ 86,606
I == 48.46 -- 185,720
4 -~ 48,82 -- 184.325|
T ==3:13.95 -~ 185.615
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3:09 p.m. == #51 TOM KLAUSLER,35, wNorthville, il

IDS IDEA Schkee/Chevy

took three warm up laps and came in

2012 p.m. #90  BILL WHITTINGTON, 31, Fort Lauderdale, FL. .
Road Atlanta Racing March/Cosworth
QA - 75 [ == 45,43 -~ |98,107 BUMFS #21 Richmond
2 ~-- 45,34 -- 198,500
3 == 45.79 - 96,549 g = 38
4 == 46,09 —— 195,270
T =2:02.65 -- 97,093
2008 pom. == #I5 BILL TEMPERO, 37, Fort Collins, GO
Zamboni Electric Special wMcLaren/Chevy v-8
QA -~ 75 I == 50,21 -- 179,283 Rookie UA - 38
2 ~= 57,49 -~ 178.253 —
3:23 pom. -~ #37 SCOTT BRAYTON, 22, Coldwater, IN

Brayton Racing Penske/Cosworth
Took warmup laps and came in. 0id not take green.

Note: Further examination showed Phil Krueger driver of car #89, also suffered two
fractured ribs osn the right side.

2:27 p.m. -— %64 STEVE CHASSEY, 36, Clermont, IN
Jet Engineering Eagle Eagle/Chevy V-8
eo= 77 | -~ 48,48 -- 185,644 BUMPS #43 Bagley @ - 39
2 -- 48,49 -- 185.605 ROOKIE #12
3 -- 48,43 -~ |85.835 3rd Attempt
4 == 48,49 -- {85,605
T =3:13,89 -- |85,672
#1353 p.m. -= ¥92  JOHN MAHLER, 44, New Port Beach, CA
Duke Racing Penske/Offy
Took warmup laps and came in.
3:39 p.m. == #38 JERRY KARL, 40, manchester, PA
Tonco Trailer Mclaren-Kar{/Chevy v-8
QA - 78 | —— 48.00 == {87.500 BUMPS #99 Cannon g - 40 B
2 -- 4B.24 -- 186,567 3rd Attempt
3 —- 48.44 —- 85,797
4 -~ 48.85 -- 184.200
T ~3:13.54 -~ |86,008
2144 pum. == £22 DICK SIMON, 47, San Juan Capistrans, CA
Vermont American  Watson/Cosworth
Took warmup laps and came in.
3:50 p.m. == 251 TOM KLAUSLER, 35, Northvilie, M|
DS IDEA Schkee/Chevy
oA - 79 | ~= 48,29 ~= {86,274 BUMPS #64 Chassey Q= 4]
T -~ 48,27 -~ 186.545 ROOKIE #13
3 -~ 48.06 ~- 187.266
4 ~= 48,77 -- 186.645
T =3:12.79 =~ 186,732

Breaks record of 78 total qualifying attempts set in 1979.



DAY BY DAY ; lﬁb‘gi -L |
TRACKSIDE REPOR 5 ’6
FOR THE MEDIA X d///lll ._

sunday, May 17, 1981 -- #i6 Page 4
D106 pom. =~ #B5  JIM HURTUBISE, 48, Port Arthur, TX
Luxury Racers Kingfish/Chevy
QA - 80 I == 51,57 —= 174.520 UA - 39
2 -- Blew Engine
4:20 p.m. =-- #66 ROGER RAGER, 32, Mound, MN
Seymour Enterprises Wildcat/Chevy
QA - 81 [ == 48,43 -~ 18" 835 2nd Attempt ua - 40
2 == 49,1 -~ |83.262

3 Came In

4120 pom, == %37 SCOTT BRAYTON, 22, Coldwater, M|
Brayton Racing Penske/Cosworth

Took warm up laps and came in

4:36 p.m. == |5 BIL.L TEMFERC, 37, Ft. Collins, CO.
Zamboni Electric Special McLaren/Chevy V=8

Took three warmups and came in.

#17 JERRY SNEVA, 31, Spokane, WA
Escort Radar Detector Voilstedt/Offy

Yarmed up and came in.

T143 pam. == #3T7 SCOTT BRAYTON, 22, Coldwater, M|
Braytsn Racing Penske/Coswor+h
A - 82 I == 48,15 -- [86.916 ROOKIE #14 Q -~ 42
2 -~ 47,99 -~ 187.539 BUMPS #70 Firestone
3 == 47.95% -- I87.69
4 == £7,63 -— {88,957
T =3:11.72 -- 187.774
=156 p.m. =- %84 GEORGE SNIDER, 4(, Houston, TX
Valvoline Gilmore VPJ/Cosworth
SA - 83 | —= 47.51 =-- 189.434 Q- 43
2 —= 47,48 -- |89,553 BUMPS #29 Engelhart
2 == 47,55 ~- 189.274
4 == 47,68 -~ |88.758
T -2:10.22 -~ 189,255
7:05 p.om, == £92 JOHN MAHLER, 44, !lav PontuBeafh, CA

Duke Racing Penske/Offy
Took warmups and came in.

5:09 pom. == # 4 DENNIS FIRESTONE, 36, Gardena, CA
Patrick Racing Wildcat/Cosworth

OA -~ B4 | == 47.78 -~ 188.363 Q - 44
‘ 2 == 47.79 -- 188.324 BUMPS %28 Johnson

2 -~ 47.96 -~ |87.656

4 -~ 48,18 -~ [86.800

T =3:11.71 -- 187.734
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518 pum. ==~ #15 BILL TEMPERO, 27, Fort Collins, CO
Zamboni Electric Special McLaren/Chevy v-8
QA - 85 ' == 49.98 -- 180.072 2nd attempt UA ~ 4|
2 == 50,10 -~ 179.84]
3 -~ 50.58 -- 177.9%
4 == VELLCOW by Crew
2:23 pum, ~= £22 DICK SIMON, 47, San Juan Capistrano, CA

Vermant American Watson/Cosworth

QA - 86 == 49,42 -= 182,113 Ua - 42
2 == Yellow by Crew

5:25 p.m. == #17  JERRY SNEVA, 21, Spokane, WA
Escort Radar Detector Vollstedt/Offy

QA - 87 | -~ 47.95 —- 187,696 3rd Attempt Q.= 45
2 -= 47,75 -— 88,487 BUMPS #38 Kar| "M“ﬁﬁaﬁ_uh
3 -~ 47.8! -~ 188,285
4 == 48.21 ~- 185,683
T =3:01.7] -- 187.784
5:37 p.m. -~ #66 ROGER RAGER, 32, Mound, MN
Seymour Enterprises Wildcat/Chevy
QA - 88 | ~= 49,71 -~ 18,050 UA - 43
2 = Putled off on backstretch after blowing engine
5:48 p.m. =-- %15 BJLL TEMPER(G, 37, Fort Coltlins, CO
Zamboni Electric Special MclLaren/Chevy V-8
QA - 89 ! == Took Green and came in 3rd Attempt UA - 44
5:52 p.m. -- #92 JOHN MAHLER, 44, New Port Beach, CA
Duke Racing Penske/Offy
QA - 90 | ==-49,87 -- {80,469 UA - 45
2 YELLOW by Crew
5:58 p.m. == %22 DICK SIMON, 47, San Juan Capistrano, CA
Yermont American Watson/Cosworth
QA - 9 I == YELLOW BY CREW 3rd Attempt UA - 46

Field Average |9].300
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UNOFFICTAL STARTI®G LINEUP FOR 651h INDIANAPOLIS 500

CAR
NO. DRIVER CAR NAME TIME SPEED
Row |
3 BOBBY UNSER Norton Spirit 2:59.51 200,545
48 MIKE MOSLEY Pepsi Challenger 3:02.61 197.14]
t4 A, J. FOYT Valvoline Giimore 3:03.860 196,078
Row 2
20 GORDON  JOHNCOCK STP 2il Treatment 3:04.21 195,421
| JOHNNY RUTHERFORD Pennzoil Chaparral 3:04.25 195,387
55 JOSELE GARZA (R) ESSC Mexico 3:04,52 195,101
Row 3
7 BILL ALSUP (R) A B DICK Pacemaker 3:06.38 [93,154
40 WALLY DALLENBACH STP Cil Treatment 3:06.49 193,040
60 GORDON SMILEY Intermedics Goodyear 5:06.54 192,988
Row 4
88 AL UNSER Langhorn Racing 3:06.8C 162.719
5 PANCHO CARTER Alex Foods 3:08.45 191,022
8 GARY BETTENHAUSEN Hopkins 3:08.61 190.870
Row 5
22 KEVIN COGAN (R) Jerry O'Conneld Racing 3:10.02  189.444
35 BOB LAZIER (R) Montgomery Ward Auto Club 2:10.05 189.424
56 TON BIGELCW Genesee Beer Wagon 301,19 188.294
Row &
50 GEOFF BRABHAM (R) ESSO Mexieco 3:11.50 187,990
16 TONY BETTENHAUSEN (R) Frovimi Veal 3:12.50 187.013
53 STEVE KRIS{LOFF ESS0 mMexico 3:12.80 186.722
Row 7
3 VERN SCHUPPAN Red Roof Inns/Theodore 3:12.98 186.548
31 LARRY DICKSOI Machinists Union Racing 3:13.26 186.278
Vi TOM SNEVA Bignotti-Cotter Racing 2:59.38  200.691
Row 8
25 DANNY ONGA IS interscope Racing 3:02.10 197.694
6 RICK MEARS The Gould Charge 3:05.55 194.013
81 SHELDON KINSER Sergio Valente 310,02 189.454
Row 9
79 PETE HALSMER (R) Hubler/KISS 99/Colonial 3:11.79 187,705
74 MIKE CHANDLER (R) Team California 3:011.93 t87.568
91 CON WHITTINGTON Road Atlanta 3:12.27 187,237
Row 10
90 BILL WHITTIRGTON Road Aftflanta 3:02.65 197,098
84 GEORGE SN{DER Valvaline-Gilmore 3:10.22 1839.255
4 DENNIS FIRESTONE Rhoades Racing, Inc. 3:01,71 187.784
Row |1 ' :
V7 JERRY SNEVA Escort Radar Detector 30171 187,784
37 SCOTT BRAYTON (R) Brayton Racing 3:41.72 187,774
51 TOM KLAUSLER {R) IDS 1dea 3:12.79 186,732

Field Average 191.300, which is 5.730 mph faster than 1930 average of (85,570,



DAY BY DAY | 6571

TRACKSIDE REPORT IN%MPOLB

FOR THE MEDIA 0 09)////// 4
Thursday, May 21, 1981 w- 17

Bobby Unser again was the fastest traveler on the Speedway in Thursday's "carburetion
tests'" ~ final opportunity for practice befare the 55+h running of the indianapoalis 500.

Bobby, who Wednesday night had been named as the 193] recipient of the Eddie Sachs Award
at the American Red 3al| party, was Timed on *the electric eye at 197.413 in his #3
Norton Spirit Penske/Cosworth. His crew said fthey had a stop-watch time of 197.6 on
him. Bobby wili start from the pole position Sunday.

There were 35 cars on the track sut of %6 whicn had an opportunity +5 run. In addition
To the 33-car starting field, Herm Johnson, the first alternate, was out on the +rack
in the #28 Menard Lumber Lightning/Chevy and Jerry Sneva practiced in the #17 Escort
Radar Detector Vollstedt/Offy. The car had baen disqualified in a USAC Stewards' hear-
ing Monday on the grounds it used I1legal boost pressure in its Qualifying run; but it
was permitted to take part in the practice session because 2 hearing is scheduled s+

7 p.m. today on an appeal by car owner Rolia Vollstedt from the USAC ruling. Bilty
Engelhart, the second alternate in the 329 Beaudoin Racing mclaren/Cosworth, did not
avail himself of fhe opportunity,

Second quickest speed reported on the eye was the 195.397 by Tom Sneva in the #2 Big-
notti-Cotter Racing March/Cosworth, which had the field's top qualifying speed of
200.691 as a "second day" qualifier,

Sophomore star Gordon Smiley hit 195.143% in the #60 Intermedics/Goodyear Wildcat/Cos-
worth; Bill Whittington got 194,594 in the #90 March/Cosworth; defending champion,
Jshnny Rutherford, got 193,924 in the # | Pennzoil Chaparral/Cosworth; Mike Mostey,
driving the fastest stock-blocker in the field and starting in the #2 spot in the
front row, hit 193.840 in the 248 Pepsi Chalienger Eagla/Chevy.

Mario Andretti, back from the Belgian Grand Prix, returned *+o the cockpit of the #40
STP Oil Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth, which was qualified by Wally Daltenbach, and got
193.175. The car has been moved to 32nd starting position because of the driver switch.
The reason it is not 33rd and last is because that position is occupied by the 2’84 UNO-
WTTV-Guarantee Auto VPJ/Cosworth, due 1o a later driver change from George Srnider to
Tim Richmond. The Andretti switch was made officially Tuesdey and the Richmond switch
Wednesday.

Don Whitfington, brother of 8ill, got 190.638 in the #91 March/Coswor+h. Rick Mears,
The 1979 winner, was caught at 190.516 in the #6 The Gould Charge Penske/Cosworth.
Gordon Johncock, 1973 winner, had a 189.833 circuit in the 720 STP Cil Treatment Wild=
cat/Cosworth. Fancho Carter got 189,637 in +the #5 Alex Food Penske/Cosworth.

There were six yellow light periods, all for minor incidents.

Rookie Bob Lazier at 189 plus was nex+ in the #35 hontgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/
Cosworth; followed by fellow neophytes Josele Garza, 188.363 in the #55 Psachie Garza

ESSO Penske/Cosworth; Bil | Alsup at 187.539 in the 7 A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske /Cosworth;
and Geotf Brabham, 187.461 in the #50 Fsachie Garza ESSO Penske/Coswor+h.

A. J. Foyt, the only four-time winner, "cooled i t" with a 187,421 clocking in his #14
valvoline-Gilmore Coyote/Cosworth.

There was one discordant note when driver Jerry Karl was arrested on a contempt of
court charge on the grounds and taken downtown 1o face a contempt of court charge in
Municipal Court, Room !. He was released on posting of $25 bond. The charge invoived
a 1979 judgment awarded to a law firm of $1,860.22 against Karl. As a result, his car
was taken out for practice by Bob Harkey, who was wearing Karl's helmet.

~IMS=



QFFICIAL STARTING LINEUP FOR THE 65th ANNUAL INDIANAPOLIS 500 mMILE RACE vay 24, 198

Car
No, Driver, Chassis/Engine Ti Speed Car_iName
ROW |
3 xBobby Unser P/C 2:59,51 200.546 MNorton Spirit Penske
48 Mike dosley E/Ch 3:02.61 197. 141 Pepsi Challenger
| 4 xA. J Foyt Jr. Co/C 3:03,60 196,078 Valvoline~Gi lmore
ROW 2
20 xCardon Jdshncock  W/C 3:04,21 195,429 STP 0il Treatment Special
| xdohnny Rutherford C/C 3:04.25 195,387 Pennzoil Chaparral
55 R Ulosele Garza P/C 3:04,52 195,101 Psachie Garza £S550
ROW 3
7 R Bill Alsup P/C 3:06,38 193,154 A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske
60 Gordon Smiley W/C 3:06,54 192,988 Intermedics~-Goodyear Spl.,
38 xAl Unser Long/C 3:06.80 192.719 Vatvoline/Langhorn
ROW 4
5 Pancho Carter P/C 2:08.46 191,022 Goodyear/Alex Foods Spl.
8 Gary Bettenhausen Li/C 3:08.61 190,870 Hopkins Special
32 R Kevin Cogan- Ph/C 5:10,02 189,444 Jerry O'Connel | Racing
ROW 5
35 R Bob Lazier P/C 3:10.05 189,424 Montgomery Ward Autr Club
56 Tom Bigelow P/Ch 301,19 188.294 Genesee Beer Wagon
50 R Geoft Brabham P/C 21,50 187,999 Psachie Garza ESSO
ROW 6
16 R Tony Bettenhausen McL/C 3:12.50 187.013 Provimi Veal McLaren
53 Steve Krisiloff P/C 3:12.80 186.722 Psachie Garza ESSO
33 Vern Schuppan McL/C 3:12.98 186.548 Red Roof Inns/Theodore Racing/
ROW 7 Equipe 66
3] Larry Dickson P/C 3:13.26 186,278 Machinists Union Racing Team
2 Tom Sneva Mar/C 2:59.38 200,69 Bignotti-Cotter Racing
25 Danny Ongais int/C 3:02.10 197.694 Interscope Racing
ROW 8
) xRick Mears P/C 2:05.55 194.018 The Gould Charge
81 Sheldon Kinser Long/C 3:10,02 189,454 Sergis Valente Longhorn
79 R Pete Halsmer P/C 3:11.79 187.705 Hubler Chev./KiSS 99/
ROW 9 ' Caionial Bakery
74 R mike Chandler P/C 3:11.93 187.568 Hodgdon
91 Don Whittington  mar/C 3:12.27 187.237
S0 Bill Whittington Mmar/C 3:02.65 197.098
ROW 10
4 Dennis Firestone W/C 3:01.71 187.784 Rhoades Aircraft Sales
37 R Scott Brayton P/C 301,72 187.774 Forsythe Industries, Inc.
5] R Tom Klausler Sch/Ch 3:12.79 186,732 IDS ldea
ROW 11
28 Jerry Kar} McL-K/Ch  3:13,54 186,008 Tonco Trailer
*40 xMario Andretti W/C 3:06.49 193,040 STP Qil Treatment Spl,
*%84 Tim Richmond VPJ/C 3:10.22 189.255 UNO=-WTTV-Guarantec Auto

* Car qualified originally for No. 8 starting position by Waliy Dallenbach.
*% Car qualified originalily far No. 29 starting position by George Snider,

KEY: x = Former Indianapolis Winner, R ~ Rookie. C/C - Chaparral Cosworth (1}, Co/C =~
Coyote/Cosworth (1), E/Ch - Eagte/Chevy (1), Int/C - Interscope/Cosworth (1), Li/C -
Lightning/Cosworth (1), Long/C = Longhorn/Cosworth (2), Mar/C - March/Cosworth (3),

McL/C - McLaren/Cosworth (2), Mcl-K/Ch - McLaren-Kar|/Chevy (1), P/C = Penske/Cosworth ’'~°
P/"+' =/Penske/Chevy (1), Ph/C - Phoenix/Cosworth (1), W/C - Wildcat/Cosworth (4), Sch/Ch -
Schkee/Chevy (1), VPJ/C - Parnelli/Cosworth (.

981 ~ 33 car field average qualifying speed - 191.244. This compares with last year's
field average - 185.570,



NUMERICAL ROSTER ~ 198] INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE ~ May 24, 1981

CAR START
NO. POS.,
i 5
Z 20
3 !
4 28
5 10
6 22
7 7
3 I
| 4 z
|6 16
20 4
25 21
21 19
32 |2
33 18
35 13
37 29
28 31
40 52
48 2
50 15
51 30
53 17
55 6
56 | 4
60 8
74 25
79 24
81 23
84 33
88 3
30 27
9] 26

DRIVER

Johnny Rutherford
Tom Sneva

8obby Unser
Dennis Firestone
Pancho Carter
Rick Mears

Bill Atsup (R)
Gary Bettenhausen
Al . Fovt dr.
Tony Bettenhausen (R)
Gordon Johncock
Danny Ongais
Larry Dickson
Kevin Cogan (R)
Vern Schuppan

Bob Lazier (R)
Scott Brayton (R)
Jerry Kar!

Mario Andretti
Mike Mosley

Geotf Brabham (R)
Tom Klausler (R)
Steve Krisiloff
Josefe Garza (R)
Tom Bigelow
Gordon Smiley
Michael Chandler (R)
Pete Halsmer (R)
Sheldon Kinser
Tim Richmond

Al Unser

Biil Whittington
Con Whittington

CHASS IS/ENG INE

Chaparral/Coswor+h
March/Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Wildcat/Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Penske /Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Lightning/Casworth
Coyote/Cosworth
MclLaren/Cosworth
Wildcat/Cosworth
Interscope/Coswarth
Penske/Coswor th
Phoenix/Coswor th
mclLaren/Coswar th
Penske/Coswor th
Penske/Caswar th
McLaren-Kar|/Chevy v-8
Wildcat/Coswor+h
Eagle/Chevy V-8
Penske/Casworth
Schkee/Chevy V-8 turbo
Penske/Cosworth
Penske/Coswarth
Penske/Chevy V-8
Witdcat/Coswarth
Penske/Cosworth
Penske /Coswor th
Longhorn/Coswor th
VPJ/Cosworth
Longhorn/Coswor th
March/Cosworth
March/Cosworth
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Bit Car
!
2
3 |4
4 84
5 |
5 25
GASOLINE ALLEY
7 48
8 90
3 9l
|10 z
bl
i2 5
13 8
14 3
15
|16 7
|7 40
18 20
| 9 &0
20 5
21 88
22 81
23 2
24 35
25 56
26 4
27 | &
28 53
29 55
OPENING
30 50
3 79
22 %t
33 23
34 74
z5 33
26 51
=7 3
38-47 OPEN

48 -~ EMERGENCY CREW

PIT ASSIGNMENTS

Driver

A. J. Foyt
George Snider
Johnny Rutherford
Dznny Ongais

Mike Mosley

Bill whittington
Dan Whittington
Tom Sneva

ABC

Rick Mears

Gary Bettenhausen
Bobby Unser

USAC

Bill Alsup

Mario Andretti
Gordon Johncock
Gordon Smiley
Pancho Carter

Al Unser

Sheldon Kinser
Kevin Cogan

Bab Lazier

Tom Bigeiow
Dennis Firestone
Tony Bettenhausen
Steve Krisiloff
Josele Garza

. Geotf Brabham

Pete Halsmer
Larry Dickson
Vern Schuppan
like Chandler
Jerry Kar|
Tom Klausler
Scott Brayton

INDIaNaPOY
Cv9Y//7/)

Car Name

Valvoline=Gilmore
Valvoline-Gilmore
Pennzoil Chaparral
Interscope Racing

Pepsi Challenger

Bignotti-Cotter Racing

The Gould Charge
Hopkins Specizl
Norton Spirit Penske

A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske
STP 0il Treatment Special
STP Cil Treatment Special
Intermedics- Goodyear Special
Goodyear/Alex Foods Special
Valvoline/Longhorn

Sergio Valente

Jerry O0'Connel!l Racing
Montgomery Ward Auto Club
Genesee Beer Wagon

Rhoades Aircraft Sales
Provimi veal Mclaren
FPsachie Garza ESSO

Psachie Garza £SS0

Psachie Garza ESSO
Hubler Chev./KIS§S 99/Calonial
Machinists Union Racing Team

Red Roof Inns/Theodore Racing/Equipe

Hodgdon

Tonco Trailer

IDS tdea

Forsythe Industries Inc.



GARAGE NOS. AND CHIEF MECHANICS

CAR
NO.

3
43
14

20
!
55

7
60
38

5
8
32

35
56
50

16
553
33

31
2
25

6
81
79

74
9|
30

GAR
NO,

76
40
29

55
86
22

75
56
52

CHIEF MECHANIC

Laurie Gerrish
Wayne Leary
Jack Starne

Mark Bridges
Steve Roby
Rouem Haffenden

Bob Sprow
Bobby Hatch
Hywa! | ‘Absalom

Johnny Capels
Mike Devin
Jud Phillips

Derek Mower
Galen Fox
Rouem Haffenden

Paul Diatlovich
Rouem Haffenden
Yern Schuppan

Howard Millican
George Bignotti
Phil Casey

Peter Parrott
Hywell Absalom
Ron Baddeley

Dennis P. mcCormack
Keith Leighton
Keith Leighton

faax Luthar
Fim Wi aht
Chuck Looper

Lou ‘Parks . -
{ear-o Huening
'ack Siarne



